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DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF   THE 


SENATE  OF  CANADA 


FOR  THE 


SECONJ)  SESSION  op  the  FOURTH  PARLIAMENT  of  the  DOMINION 
OP   CANADA,  CALLED  for  despatch  of  BUSINESS  on  the  . 
Twelfth  day  op  February,  1880. 


SENATE  CHAMBER, 
Thufiday,  February  12th,  1880. 

The  Memhera  of  the  Senate  having 
assembled,  wereinforroed  that  a  Commis- 
sioa  under  the  Great  Seal  had  been 
issued,  appointing  the  Hon.  Davi.l  Lewis 
Macphdi-son  to  be  the  Speaker  of  the 
Senate. 

The  siiid  Com  mission  was  then  read  by 
the  Clerk. 

The  hon.  the  Speaker  then  took  the 
Chair  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  to  which, 
he  was  conducted  by  the  Hon.  Sir  Alex. 
Oaxjpbell  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Aikins,  the 
€rentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Bod 
preceding. 

The  Mace  (which  before  lay  nnder  the 
Table)  was  then  laid  upon  the  Table,  and 
it  was 

Ordered — ^That'the  said  Mace  be  carried 
before  His  Honor. 


KEW  SENATORS. 

The  Speaker  p]*e8ented  to  the  House 
returns  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery,  setting  forth  that  His  Excel- 
lency the  GovernorrGenei-al  had  sum- 
moned to  the  Senate, — 

Hugh  Nelson,  of  Burrard  Inlet,  Esq., 
in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  Robert  W.  W. 
Oarrall,  deceased. 
1 


Jedediah  Slason  Carvel  1,  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island,  Esq.,  in  the  room  of  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Heath  Haviland,  resigned,  and 

John  Boyd,  of  the  city  of  St. 
Johns,  in  the  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, Esq.,  in  the  room  of  the  Hon. 
Robert  D.  Wilmot,  resigned. 

Mr.  Carvell^oneof  the  newly-appointed 
members,  then  took  the  oath  ]u'escribed 
by  law,  and  was  conducted  to  his  seat. 

The  House  was  pdj'^urned  during 
pleasure,  and  shortly  afterwards  resumed. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
being  seated  on  the  Throne, 

The  Speaker  commanded  the  Gentle- 
man Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  to  proceed 
to  the  House  of  Commons  and  acquaint 
that  House — "  It  is  His  Excellency's 
pleasure  they  attend  him  immediately  in 
this  House." 

Who,  being  come  with  their  Speaker, 

His  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
was  then  pleased  to  open  the  Session  by 
a  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houses. 

THE  SPEECH  FROM  THE  THRONE. 
Honorable  OentUmen  qfthe  SenaU; 

GenUemen  qf  the  House  qf  Commoru : 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  meeting  you  agaiQ 
for  the  despatch  of  the  busmess  of  the 
country. 

The  abundant  harvest  with  which  Provi- 
dence has  blessed  Canada  is  a  cause  for  the 
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[SENATE.] 


the  Throne, 


deepef^t  tliankftilness  ;  and  I  heartily  congrftt- 
ulate  you  on  the  evidences  which  surround  us 
of  a  recovery  from  the  commercial  and  indus- 
trial depression  which  has  so  long  weighed 
down  the  energies  of  the  people. 

Our  returning  prosperity  should,  1  think, 
direct  onr  attention  to  the  loss  fortunate  cir- 
cumstances of  our  fellow-subjects  in  Ireland 
where  ho  much  destitution  prevails,  and  I 
invite  your  consideration  of  the  bfst  means  of 
showing  our  practical  sympathy  with  their 
distress. 

We  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on 
the  number  of  settlers  who  have,  during  the 
past  year,  come  into  our  North- West  from 
Great  hritain  atid  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
from  the  older  Provinces  of  the  Dominion. 
The  visit  of  two  members  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  the  agricultural  distress  in  the 
Mother 'Country,  and  the  favorable  report  of 
the  tenant  farmers  who,  at  the  instance  of  my 
Government,  have  examined  into  the  farming 
capabilities  of  the  Dominion,  will,  it  is 
believed,  largely  increase  the  number  of  im- 
migrants during  the  present  year.  Prepara- 
tions must  be  made  for  their  reception,  and 
your  attention  will  be  specially  called  to  this 
subject. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  hasten  the 
construction  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
from  Lake  Superior  to  Red  River,  and  no 
doubt  is  entertained  that  the  railway  will  be 
opened  for  trafic  between  those  important 
I>oint8  within  the  time  8pecifit.*d  in  the  con- 
tracts. Under  the  authority  given  by  Parlia- 
ment last  Session,  nearly  one  hundred  miles, 
from  Red  River  to  the  western  boundary  of 
Manitoba,  has  been  placed  under  contract,  and 
tenders  are  about  being  asked  for  for  the  con- 
struction of  another  bundled  miles  from  tlie 
boundary  westward.  The  completion  of  thtrse 
two  Sections  will,  at  an  early  day,  afford  rail- 
way facilities  through  two  hundred  miles  of 
the  most  fertile  land  in  the  North- West.  After 
an  exploratory  survey  of  the  line  from  Port 
Simpson  to  the  Pine  River  Pass  and  through 
the  Peace  River  country,  it  has  been  decided 
to  adopt  the  location  of  the  line  to  Burrard 
Inlet,  and  contracts  have  been  awardfd  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  miles  of  the 
railway,  between  Emory's  Bar  on  the  Fraser 
River  and  Savoiia^s  Ferry.  This  work  will  be 
vigorously  proceeded  with  so  soon  as  the 
spring  opens.  Its  construction  will  complete 
the  most  difficult  portion  of  the  Cunadian 
The  tSpeee/i. 


Pacific  R-^ilway,  and  secure  the  connection  by 
steam  of  the  fertile  district  of  Kamloops  with 
the  capital  of  British  Columbia. 

The  adoption  of  a  rigid  system  of  economy 
in  the  management  of  the  IntiTcolr.nial  Rail- 
way has,  without  impairing  the  efificiency  of 
its  working,  effected  such  a  diminution  of 
expense  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  tho 
country  will  in  future  be  relieved  from  any 
considerable  burden  in  connection  with  iU 
operation. 

In  consequence  of  the  entire  failure  of  the 
usual  food  supply  of  the  Indians  in  the  North* 
West,  a  large  expenditure  has  been  necessarily 
incurrtd  to  save  them  from  starvation.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  efiorts  which  are  now  bt^ing  made 
to  settle  (he  several  bands  on  the  reserves,  and 
to  induce  them  to  betake  themselv(«^  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  may  prevent  the  neces- 
sity of  similar  calls  for  relief  in  the  future. 

OentUmen  of  the  House  of  Commons: 

The  Estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be 
laid  before  you ;  thiy  have  been  prepared  with 
all  due  regard  to  economy. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  the  effuct 
of  the  tariff  of  last  Session  in  the  development 
ot  the  varied  indu.^tries  of  the  country  has,  oa 
the  whole,  been  very  satisfactory.  The  expe- 
rieure  acquired  since  it  came  into  operation  in 
March  last,  hfls  suggested  the  expediency  of 
some  amendments,  to  which  your  attention 
will  be  directed . 


ffonormbU  Gentlemen  (fthe  Senate  ; 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  qf  Commons : 

Bills  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Civil 
Service,  for  the  consolidation  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  Laws,  and  for  the  amendment  of  the 
acts  relating  to  the  Dominion  Lands,  to  the 
Public  Works,  to  the  Indians  of  the  North- 
West,  and  to  the  Mounted  Police  Force,  will 
be  laid  before  you. 

The  Acts  incorporating  the  Banks  of  the 
Dominion  will  expire  next  year,  and  the  pre- 
sent would  seem  a  favorable  time  for  a  full 
confide '-at  ion  of  our  banking  system,  and  of 
the  subject  of  the  currency  as  connected  with 
that  system . 

The  subject  of  the  laws  relating  to  Insol- 
vency will  doubtless  engage  your  attention. 
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[February  13,  1880.] 


Address, 


The  increasing  foreign  trade  of  Canada,  and 
the  prospect  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
■will  enter,  ere  long,  into  negotiations  with 
foreign  nations  on  the  subject  of  their  trade 
and  commercial  relations,  demand  oiir  closest 
attention  and  watchfulness,  while  the  rapid 
development  of  the  Dominion  is  continually 
giving  riNC  to  important  matters  requiring  the 
support  and  action  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. With  the  concurrence  of  Her  Majesty, 
I  therefore  recommend  you  to  sanction  the 
appointment  of  a  permanent  representative  of 
Canada  in  London  to  guard  her  various 
interests.  ' 

The  Huhjects  I  have  mentioned  ai^  of  great 
importance.  I  commend  them,  with  full  con- 
fidence in  your  wisdom  and  patriotism,  to  your 
best  consideration. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
was  pleaHed  to  retire  and  the  House 
of  Commons  withdrew. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  intro- 
duced a  Bill  intituled  :  "An  Act  respect- 
ing Kail  ways." 

The  Bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

THE  ADDRESS. 

The  S]7eaker  reported  His  Excellency's 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  the  same 
being  read  by  the  Clerk, 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
— ^That  the  House  do  take  into  consider- 
ation the  Speech  of  His  Excellency  the 
CJoi'ernor-General  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agi-eed  to. 

THE  ORDERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OP  THE 
SENATE. 

Hon.  Sir  A  LEX.  CA  MPBELL  moved 
— ^That  all  the  Members  present  during 
this  SesHion  be  a^tpointed  a  Committee  to 
consider  tho  Orders  and  Customs  of  this 
House  and  Privil»*gps  of  Parliament,  and 
that  the  said  Committee  have  leave  to 
meet  in  this  House  when  and  as  often  as 
they  plfttse.  ^ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DEPARTMENTAL   REPORTS. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBKLL  pre^ 
jentei  to  the  House  the  Report  of  the 
The  Speech. 


Postmaster-General  for  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1879. 

Ordered — That  the  same  do  lie  on  the 
Table. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  pre- 
sented to  the  House  the  Report  of  the 
state  of  the  Militia  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  for  the  year  1879. 

Ordered — That  the  same  do  lie  on  the 
Table. 

The  House  adjourned  at  4  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Friday,  Februanj  ISlh,  1880. 

Tl  •  Speaker  took  the  Chair  at  Three 
o'clock. 

THE    ADDRESS. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL,  (in  French)— I 
intend  to  projiose  an  Address  in  reply  to 
the  Speech  with  which  the  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  our  Gracious  Soverei  n  has 
favored  us,  but  before  doing  so  I  desire 
to  con^rat  jlate  the  Government  and  this 
Chamber  on  the  happy  events  which  the 
year  1880  has  brought  us.  The  most 
important  is  the  sate  return  to  the  Dom- 
inion of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Prin- 
cess Louise.  The  joy  of  tlie  people  has 
been  manifested  by  the  numerous  ad- 
dresses which  have  l)een  presented  to  her, 
testifying  the  loyal  attachment  of  the 
people  of  Canada  to  the  daughter  of  our 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign  and  to  the  Bri- 
tish Crown.  I  desire,  also,  to  coiigrata- 
late  this  hon.  House  on  the  ap[H>int- 
ment  of  the  hon.  Senator  for  Sangeen  ta 
the  Speakership  of  the  Senate,  and  his 
promotion  to  the  ()osition  of  a  member  of 
the  Privy  Council.  This  choice  is  an 
honor  to  th<»  Senate  as  well  as  to  our  col- 
league, and  it  is  a  decide^  advantage  te 

I  this     hon.    body    to    be    pre-sided    over 

I  by  so  oistinguished  a  statesman,  a  gentle- 
man   who    has    taken   such    an   active 

;  and  prominent  part  in  the  deWates 
and  proceedings  of  this  House.  We,  the^ 
French-speaking  people  of  Catnada,  are 
pleased  to  ol)Serve  with  what  purity  and 
elegance  the  S)>eak'er  of  the  Ssnate  •<- 
presses  himself  in  our  o«vn  langtiHge- 
and  we  see  in  that  event  the  dawn  or  the 

:  fortunate  day  when  tlie  French  tongue 
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will  be  practically  on  an  equal  footing  | 
with  the  English  language  in  this  House. 

■  It  affords  me  no  little  pleasure  to  ft^l 
that,  in  addressing  myself  to  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  iu  the  language  which  I  learned 
from  my  mother,  that  I  am  thoroughly 
understood  by  you  who,  as  President  of 
this     hon.     budy,    represent    in     your 
person  the  whole  House.     I  also   con- 
gratulnte  the  House  on  the  incident  which 
has  brought  about  your  promotion — an 
incident  which  gave  to  jour  predecessor 
a  still  more  exalted  position.     It  enables 
me  to   express,  without  reserve,  my  un- 
qualified appreciation  of  the  appointment 
of  yourself  as  our  i)ieRiding officer.     But, 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  nothing  perfect  m 
this  world  ;  in  the  most  beautiful  pictures 
there  are  always  shacjows  ;  in  the  bright- 
est sky  there  is  always  a  cloud.     There 
exists    in    this  Chamber  an     excellent 
tradition     that     it      is     the     privilege 
of    every     member,    even     under     the 
circumstances  iu  which  T  have  the  honor 
to  be  now,  to  state  his  views  freely  and 
fully.     Permit  me,  then,  to  express  my 
inmost  thoughts  upon  this  subject  with- 
out resfirva     While  I   congratulate  the 
Government  and  this  Chamber  in  having 
made   such    an    excellent    choice  in  the 
person  of    our    new    Speaker,  I  cann-)t 
help  expressing  the  apprehensions  which, 
in    Rome   quarters,    have    been  aroused 
by  that  appointment.     I  have  no  doubt, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  well-known  mod- 
esty   of    yourself  and  your    hon.    col- 
leagues in   this  House,  the   Minister  of 
Mil  ilia  and  the  Secretary   of  State,  pre- 
vents you  from  seeing  what  a  preponder- 
ance  is    given    in    the    Council  of  the 
nation    to  the   fortunate  section  ot  On- 
tario which  has  the  advanttige  of  possess- 
ing men   of  such  superior  ability,  large 
influence  and  forje  of  character  as  your- 
self  and    your    two    colleagues  in  this 
House,  over  other   parts   of  Canada  less 
favored  and  n^t  represented  in  the  Sen^ 
ate    by    such     distinguished    men.       I 
repeat,  Sir,  that   this   has   awakened  in 
the   minds   of   some    of    your    brother 
senators^  apprehensions   that  the  equili- 
brium  and   equality    which    should  be 
preserved  as  far  as  possible  between  the 
different    provinces,    would    no    longer 
«xist.     The   Senate,  it  is    well  known, 
was  designed  to  protect  minorities  ;  but 
what  becomes   of  that  equilibrium  when 
the  whole  weight  of  such  an  enormous 
Hon,  Mr.  Trudel 


influence's  is  represented  by   the  three 
members  of  the  Cabinet  in  this  House  is 
thmwn  into    one    scale  of  the  balance  9 
No  other   influence   can   counterbalance 
it,  and    this    is    why  apprehensions  are 
felt.      I    am     sure     that      when     the 
Speaker,      and      his     two      hon     eol- 
leagues      in       this       House      devoted 
their     whole    lives     and      their    great 
talents    to     acquiring     the    knowledge 
and    experience     necessary    to    qualify 
them  for  the  service  of  their  country  and 
to  fit  them  to  respond  to  the  dictates  of 
patriotism,  they  little  dreamed  that  those 
very  attainments    would  be   a  source  of 
apprehension  on  the  part  of  their  brother 
Senators.     But,  as  I  have  already  said, 
there   is  nothing  perfect  in  this  world  ; 
there  is  always  a  cloud  in  the  brightest 
sky,  and  what   I  have  alluded  to  is  but 
a  cloud  after  all.     In  the  Speech  which 
it  has  pleased  His  Excellency  to  deliver 
to  us,  he  states  that  he  is  happy  to  meet 
again  the  Parliament  of  Canada.     It  is 
pleasant  to  know  that  there   exists  be- 
tween the  representative  of  Our  Gracious 
Queen   and   the   representatives    of  our 
people  perfect  harmony.     It  is  certainly 
a  great  advantage  to  any  countiy  when 
the  representative  of  authority  is  in  per- 
fect unity  of  sentiment  with  the  people; 
I     have     no      doubt     that     this   hon. 
House  is  equally  happy  to  meet  His  Ex- 
cellency at  the   opening  of   Parliament. 
The  second  paragraph  of  the  Speech  ex- 
presses a  sentiment  of  gratitude  to  Pro- 
vidence for  the  abundant  harvest  of  last 
year.    I  believe  that  it  is  a  faithful  inter- 
.  pretation  of  the  sentiment  of  our  people. 
Providence  has  blessed  us  with  an  abun- 
dant harvest,  and  prospf^rity  is  returning 
to  the  country.     In  this   paragraph  will 
be  found,  I  hope  (indeed  I  am  confident), 
enough    to  relieve   some   of    our    hon. 
friends  from   the  anxiety  in  which  they 
were,  that  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald*s  Gov- 
ernment would  encroach  upon  the  rights 
of  Divine   Providence,  and  attribute  the 
return   of  prosperity    to   his  advent  to 
power.     That  returning  prospeiity  I   do 
not  attiibute  wholly  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  but  1  believe  that  they  de- 
serve a  share  <)f  credit  for  having  par- 
sued  a  course  which  ban  enabled  the  peo- 
ple to  avail  themselves  of  every  oppor- 
tunity to  relieve  the  country  of  the   de- 
pression.    Instead  of  folding  their  arms 
and  leaving  everything   to  Providence, 
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ihey  put  themselves  energetically  to  work 
to  restore  prosperity  to  the  country. 
Their  predecessors  followed  the  example 
of  the  unfaithful  servant  who  folded  his 
talent  in  a  napkin  and  buried  it  in  the 
ground,  trusting  to  Providence  entirely. 
In  the  next  parpgraph,  His  Kxcellencj 
calls  attention  to  the  less  fortunate  con< 
dition  of  our  fellow-sulgects  in  Ireland, 
and  proposes  that  we  shall  manifest  our 
sympathy  with  them  in  their  distress  in 
a  practical  manner.  I  hope  that  this 
Parliament  will  be  prompt  in  accepting 
the  suggestion,  and  in  doing  so  wu  will 
meet  with  the  views  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  Dominion.  He  congratulates  us« 
in  the  next  paragraph,  on  the  rapid 
settlement  of  the  Morth-West.  The  de- 
velopment of  that  great  country  is 
of  vital  importance  to  the  Dominion,  and 
I  am  glad  to  observe  that  the  subject 
occupies  such  a  conspicious  place  in  the 
Speech.  In  fact  the  question  of  develop- 
ing our  North-West  is  amongst  all 
others  the  question  par  excellence,  the 
main  feature  of  Canadian  politics.  We 
possess  the  means  of  at  once  developing 
our  resoui*ces  and  of  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  thos^  who  are  at  present  in 
a  state  of  destitution  in  the  old  worhl. 
Nothing  is  wanting  in  our  great  North- 
West  but  the  arms  of  industrious  settlers 
to  multiply  its  natural  wealth  a  hundred 
fold.  The  question  6f  developing  that 
magnificent  country  overshadows  all 
others  with  which  we  have  to  deal. 
The  true  way  of  accomplishing  the  work 
is  by  completing  that  part  of  our  Pacific 
Hailway  which  will  put  the  North-West 
in  direct  communication  with  the  old 
provinces.  This,  we  are  assured  by  His 
Excellency,  is  to  be  done  very  soon.  Ho 
tells  us  that  the  railway  is  to  jjenetrate 
to  the  very  heart  of  the  fertile  belt  of 
the  North-West,  and  that  we  can  each 
the  prairie  lands  through  our  own  coun- 
try. When  the  Pacific  Railway  pnter- 
prise  was  fii-st  broached,  apprehen- 
sions, which  seemed  at  the  time  to 
lome  perfectly  legitimate,  were  expransed 
as  to  the  possibility  of  the  Dominion 
accomplishing  such  a  vast  undertaking, 
but  events  have  justified  the  far-seeing 
statesmanship  of  the  men  who  devised 
the  scheme.  There  is  a  ohrase  in  the 
Address  which  has  s[>ecially  struck  me  ; 
in  the  French  version  it  differs  somewhat 
firom  the  English.  In  the  former  we  are 
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assured  that  the  Pacific  Railway  will  be 
pushed  to  ''the  heart  of  the  most  fertile 
country  in  the  world."  These  are  pre- 
cisely the  words  uttered  by  Napoleon  the 
First,  when,  from  the  Alps,  he  pointed  out 
to  his  soldiers  the  plains  of  Italy  and  of- 
fered to  their  bravery  the  conquest  of 
"  the  most  fertile  country  in  the  world.** 
When  I  heard  that  from  His  Excellency, 
I  at  first  thought  that  the  hon.  Ministe]^ 
of  Milicia  had  suggested  the  phrase,  and 
intended  to  lead  this  Parliament  to  the 
conquest  of  the  North- West,  but 
as  he  looks  so  pacific,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  has  refei*ence  to  a 
peaceful  conquest — a  victory  over  nature 
in  the  wilds  of  the  North- West,  from 
which  the  whole  Dominion  will  derive  a 
lasting  benefit.  Every  patriotic  Canadian 
who  has  the  success  of  his  country  at 
heart  should  lend  every  effort  to  making 
the  North- West  what  it  should  be,  and 
what  it  must  ultimately  and  ere  long 
become — not  only  the  granary  of  Carada, 
but  also  the  principal  granary  of  a  laige 
portion  of  the  population  of  Europe.  The 
next  paragraph  conveys  the  cheering 
information  that  the  cost  of  managing  the 
Intercolonial  -has  l)een  materially  dimin- 
ished. It  is  a  subject  on  which  we  may 
well  congratulate  the  country.  Hon. 
gentlemen  will  recall  the  time  when  the 
intercolonial  was  regarded  as  a  necessity 
to  complete  Confederation,  and  when 
the  expense  of  maintaining  it  was  re- 
garded as  a  nedessary  and  unavoidable 
outlay.  Now,  we  find  that,  by  economy 
in  management,  the  road  is  like  y,  ere 
long,  to  earn  sufficient  to  cover  ihe  cost 
of  operating  it,  and  may  yet  become  even 
a  source  of  revenue.  In  the  same  way 
in  our  Province,  appi'ehensions  were 
entertained  for  a  time  that  the  North 
Shore  Railway  would  be  a  burden  upon 
the  people,  but  in  both  of  those 
great  works,  I  am  happy  to  observe, 
thttse  apprehensions  have  not  been  jus- 
tified by  experience.  They  have  ceased 
to  be  a  burden,  and  promise  to  yield  a 
direct  return  for  the  outlay  upon  them. 
These  indications  of  prosperity  are  not 
only  grat'fying  from  a  financial  point  of 
view,  but  also  because  they  indicate  an 
increasing  trade  between  tue  Maritime 
Provinces  and  old  Canada.  'J  hey  prove 
that  the  principal  object  of  Confedera- 
tion has  been  attained — that  is,  giving 
the  British  provinces  the  advantages  of 
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commercial  intercourse  between  each 
other.  The  p.iragi-aph  which  refers  to 
the  etfect  of  the  new  tariff  will  recall  to 
the  minds  of  hon.  gentlemen  the  problem 
which  was  presented  to  them  last  session 
— how  can  a  tariff  be  protective  and  at 
the  same  time  be  a  revenue  tariff?  We 
were  told  by  the  opponents  of  the  Nation- 
al Policy  thiCt  there  was  an  antagonism 
between  the  two;  that  if  the  tariff  was 
protective  ix,  could  not  yield  a  revenue, 
and  if  a  revenue  tariff,  then  it  could  not 
protect.  That  was  a  problem  which 
troubled  some  of  us  considerably,  but  His 
Excellency  informs  us  that  it  is  in  a  way  of 
satisfactory  solution.  He  tells  us  that  it  is 
augmenting  the  revenue,  and  protecting 
our  industries,  and  it  is,  therefore,  per- 
fectly successful.  We  shall  be  pleased 
to  consider  the  measures  relaxing  to  the 
Civil  Service,  the  Inland  Revenue  Laws, 
the  Indians  and  other  subjects  mentioned 
in  the  next  paragraph.  This  is  a  young 
country,  and  we  must  be  guided  largely 
by  experience  in  the  administration  of 
our  public  affairs.  I  notice  that  there 
is  a  paragraph  f>romising  legislation  on 
our  banking  system.  A  monetary  system 
having  a  solid  basis  is  the  principal  foun- 
dation of  a  country's  prosperity.  The 
question  i;  one  of  great  importance  and 
the  measure  will  be  watched  for  with 
interest.  The  measure'  relating  to  bank- 
ruptcy is  also  looked  for  by  the  public. 
No  doubt  the  debates  which  took  place 
upon  this  subject  last  session  will  lead 
to  effective  legislation,  which  will 
put  an  end  to  the  disastrous  effects  of 
the  present  law.  I  now  come  to  the 
last,  and,  I  may  say.  the  most  important 
paragraph  of  His  Excellency's  S[>eech. 
It  n»ads  as  follows  : 

«♦  The  increaKing  toreign  trade  of  Canada  and 
the  prospect  that  Her  Majesty's  Govtrnment 
will  enter,  ere  ktng,  into  negotiations  with 
foreign  nations  on  the  subject  of  thoir  trade 
and  commercial  relations  demand  our  closest 
attention  and  watchfulness,  while  the  mpid 
development  of  the  Dominion  is  continually 
giving  rise  to  important  matters  requiring  the 
support  and  action  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. With  the  concurrence  of  Her  Majesty, 
I  therefore  recommend  you  to  sanction  the 
appointment  of  a  permanent  representative 
of  Canada  in  London  to  guard  her  various 
interests.'' 

This  declaration  from  His  Excellency, 
ani  the  good  reasons  we  have  to  believe 
that  t)ur  expectations  will  not  be  decep- 
tive, especially  when  one  of  our  ablest 
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statesmen  is  aj)pointed  to  represent  ns  aft 
the  seat  of  the  Imperial  Government, 
dispose,  at  least  to  a  certain  extent,  lor 
the  present,  of  the  questions  of"  emanci- 
pation and  annexation.''  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  owing  to  the  intelligent  exer- 
tions of  our  Government  in  that  diree* 
tion,  England  will  either  obtaiiv  for  us, 
from  foreign  countrif^s,  the  privilege 
of  participating  in  the  benefits  of  her 
treaties  of  commerce,  or,  we  will  be  put 
in  such  an  independent  position  as  to  be 
able  to  net/otiate  for  ourselves,  and 
establish  directly  our  commercial  rela- 
tions with  foreign  nations  of  the  whole 
world.  A  very  few  voices  have  been,  it 
is  true,  raided  in  the  Province  to  which  I 
belimg  against  Britisii  connection.  A 
few  have  seemed  impatient  to  throw  off 
our  allegiance  to  Great  Britain.  To  the 
ex  sting  state  of  affai^-s  they  could  have 
only  two  grounds  of  objection  :  First, 
our  exclusion  from  the  benefit  of  the 
treaties  regulating  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  England  and  other  coun- 
tries ;  and  second,  the  extravagant  ex- 
penses in  which  this  Dominion  might 
be  involved  in  maintaining  monar- 
chical institutions  on  this  cjntiuent. 
The  Speech  from  the  Throne  disposes  of 
the  first  objection.  There  is  good  rea- 
soTi  to  hope  that  Canada  will  more  easily 
succeed  in  establishing  her  commercial 
relations  with  the  concurrence  and  assis- 
tance of  England  than  if  left  alone. 
Instead  of  being  left  abruptly  to  our  own 
rcssources,  with  the  additional  burden  of 
the  necessary  expenses  occasionetl  by  in- 
dependence, we  will  be  gradually 
emancipated  commercially  while  secured 
by  the  protection  of  England, 
and  will  maintain  our  yiolitical 
connection  with  the  Empii>3  to  the  mu- 
tual benefit  of  both  countries.  As  to  the 
second  objection,  it  is  true  that  in  this 
free  land  of  America,  we  are  inclined  to 
believe  that  there  is  no  reason  why  mo- 
narchical institutions  should  exist  and 
that  in  such  a  new  country  as  ours,  with- 
out great  wealth,  without  territorial  and 
here<litary  aristocracy  it  may  be  ruinous 
to  incur  the  expenses  of  a  court,  yet  this 
objection  has  no  foundation  when  we  re- 
member that,  in  our  days,  it  is  not  always 
the  princes  who  furnish  examples  of  ruin- 
ous extravagance  and  luxury.  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  some  presidents  of  repuidics  ex- 
hibit to  the    world  more  princely  jwmp 
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than  kings  themselves?  Is  it  not  well 
known  that  mere  presidents  of  popular 
assemblies  (as  '  is  the  case  in 
France)  squander  millions  to  revive  the 
pageantry  of  the  ancient  CsBsars  1  For 
ourselves,  we  have  the  good  lortune  to 
iive  under  a  sovereign  who  sets  a  dif- 
ferent example  to  the  world.  We  have 
been  accustomed  to  see  sparkling  on  the 
throne  more  of  the  domestic  virtues  than 
of  the  luxury  of  the  courts.  We  have, 
in  the  person  of  our  Most  Gracious  Queen, 
a  whol«  life  (one  of  the  longest  spent  on 
a  throne)  wholly  devoted  to  the  welfare 
of  her  subjects  and  to  giving  the  royal 
family  a  precious  education.  And  I  ask 
you,  hon.  gentlemen,  what  part  of 
that  existence  h  is  been  absorbed  by  the 
pomp  of  the  court  1  Is  it  when  we  have 
the  advantage  of  possessing  in  our  midst 
the  worthy  daughter  of  our  Queen  that 
illustnous  princess  who  for  fifteen  months 
has  reproduced  in  Canada  all  the  virtues 
of  her  royal  mother,  that  we  have  reason 
to  apprehend  the  luxury  of  royalty  % 
lion,  gentlemen,  you  are  all  aware  what 
examples  of  noble  simplicity  Her  Boya) 
Highness  has  furnished  us  since  her 
arrival  amongst  us.  You  know  that,  to 
the  astonishment  of  a  great  many, 
she  has,  by  her  example,  given 
our  wives  and  our  daughters 
lessons  of  economy  and  industry  in  the 
administration  of  her  household.  She 
has  contlescended  to  take  an  interest  in 
all  the  details  of  domestic  life  and  has 
•hown  heraelf  more  proud  of  her  know- 
ledge and  practice  ot  domestic  economy 
than-  of  the  majesty  of  the  throne  to 
which  she  has  been  accustomed  from  her 
birth.  Indeed,  we,  the  sons  of  the  people, 
did  not  exjiect  that  such  an  example 
should  come  down  to  us  fiom  the  throne. 
Annexation  has  been  si)oken  of,  but  those 
vho  give  utterance  to  such  ideas  sh'^w 
that  they  do  not  know  the  feeling  of  the 
people  of  Canada.  Monarchical  institu- 
tions are  deeply  rooted  in  the  hearts  of 
the  Canadian  p«*ople.'  We  had  an  evi- 
dence ot  that  lately.  When  we  were  told 
that  Her  Royal  Highness  was  to  confide 
her  precious  existence  to  the  inconstant 
waves  of  the  ocean,  was  there  not  univer- 
sal anxiety  amidst  our  people?  And 
why  is  it  that  our  thoughts  followed  her 
on  the  ocean,  and  our  hearts,  throbbed 
with  e  tiotion  at  the  idea  that  a  life  so 
precious  for  the  welfare  of  Canada  might 
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be  lost  1  Because  that  noble  princess  had 
won  our  hearts  by  her  amiable  qualities, 
her  artistic  tastes  and  the  deep  interest 
she  had  evinced  in  Cana«la.  But  there  is 
still  a  greater  reason,  of  which  we  were 
perhaps  unconscious  :  Her  Royal  High- 
ness is  descended  from  the  line  of  our 
kings.  She  repr^^sents  amongst  us  a 
great  principle — the  principle  of  royalty, 
the  principle  of  legitimacy,  the  true  Con- 
servative principle.  With  those  re- 
marks, hon.  gentlemen,  I  have  the  honor 
to  move,  seconded  by  Hon.  Mr.  Vidal, 
that  the  following  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
General  to  offer  the  respectful  thanks  of 
this  House  to  His  Excellency  f  »r  the 
gracious  Speech  which  His  Excellency 
has  been  pleased  to  make  to  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  namely  : — 

<*To  -His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable 
Sir  John  Douglas  Sutherland  Campbell  (com- 
monlvcallud  the  Maiqai»<of  Lome),  Knight  of 
the  Most  Ancient  and  Most  Noble  Order  of 
the  'I'histle.  Knight  Grand  CroKR  of  the  Most 
Distinguished  Order  of  iSaint  Michael  and 
Saint  George,  Gov  rnor-Geneitil  of  Canada  and 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  game,  &c.,  &c. 

<<  Mat  it  Plkasb  Yovr  (Cxcellbkot  : 

"We,  Her  MnjcRty's dutifal  and  loyal  Rubjects, 
the  Senate  of  Canada  in  Parliament  assembled) 
respectfully  thanii  Your  Excellency  tor  ynui 
graeiout)  Speech  at  the  opening  of  this  KeSKiOD. 

"  We  also  thank  Your  Excellency  forexprcKS- 
ing  pleasure  at  me.'tmg  ns  again  for  the  de- 
8piit<'h  of  the  business  of  the  country. 

<*  We  agree  with  Your  Excellency  in  feeling 
that  the  abundant  harvest  with  which  Provi- 
dence has  blesst'd  Ctuiada  is  a  cause  for  the 
deepest  thnnk fulness,  and  we  thankfully 
accept  Your  Excerllency^s  congratulations  on 
the  evidences  which  surround  us  of  a  recovery 
from  the  commercial  and  industrial  depression 
which  has  so  long  weighed  down  the  energies 
of  the  p<ople. 

"  We  heartily  concur  with  'i'onr  Excellency 
in  thinking  that  our  returning  prosperity 
should  directourattcntiontothe  less  f(»rtnnate 
circumstances  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  Ireland, 
where  so  much  destitution  prevails  j  and  we 
are  grateful  to  Your  Excellency  for  inviting 
our  f;onsideration  of  the  best  means  of  shewmg 
our  practical  sympathy  with  their  distress. 

"  We  feel  also,  with  Your  Excellency,  that 
we  have  reason  to  congmtnlate  ourselves  on  the 
number  of  settlers  who  havf»  during  the  past 
year  come  into  our  North-West  fn»m  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  as  well  as  from 
the  older  Provinces  of  the  Dominion.  The 
visit  of  two  members  of  i  he  Royal  ( 'ommisRion 
on  the  agricuUural  distress  in  the  Mothef 
Country,  and  the  favorable  report  of  the  tenant 
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&rmer8  who,  at  the  infitaiice  of  Yonr  Excel- 
lency's Government,  have  examined  into  the 
capahilitie8  of  the  Dominion,  will,  we  are  will- 
ing to  believe,  largely  inorease  the  number  of 
immigrants  daring  the  present  year.  Prepa- 
rations must  be  made  for  their  reception,  and 
our  attention  will  be  given  to  this  subject,  to 
which  Tour  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
say  it  will  be  specially  called. 

"  It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  learn  from  Your 
Excellency  that  every  effort  has  bi;en  made  to 
hasten  the  construction  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Bail  way  from  Lake  Superior  to  Red  River^  and 
that  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  Railway 
will  be  opened  for  traffic  between  those  irapor. 
tant  points  within  the  time  specifit-d  in  the 
contracts.  We  are  glad  to  learn,  also,  that 
under  the  authority  given  by  P|irl lament  last 
Session,  nearly  one  hundred  miles  from  Red 
Biver  to  the  wcKtern  boundary  of  Manitoba  has 
been  placed  under  contract,  and  tenders  are 
about  bein&:  asked  for,  for  the  construction  of 
another  hundred  miles  f  om  the  boundary 
westward,  and  that  the  completion  of  these 
two  sections  will  at  an  early  day  afford  railway 
facilities  through  two  hundred  miles  of  the 
most  fertile  laud  in  the  North. West  We 
thank  Your  Excelleacy  for  informing  us  that 
after  an  explo:atory  survey  of  the  line  from 
Port  SimpHon  to  the  Pine  River  Pass,  and 
through  the  Peace  River  country,  it  has  been 
decided  to  adopt  the  location  of  the  line  to 
Burrard  Inlet,  and  contracts  have  been  awarded 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  miles  of  the 
Railway  between  Emory's  Bar,  on  Eraser  River, 
aud  t>avona's  Ferry,  and  that  this  work  will  be 
vigorously  proceeded  with  so  soon  as  the 
spring  opens.  We  concur  \i  ith  Your  Excel- 
lency  in  the  opinion  that  its  construction  will 
complete  the  most  difficult  portion  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  and  secure  the  con- 
nection by  stenm  of  the  fertile  district  of 
Eamloops  with  the  capital  of  British  Columbia. 

<^It  aifonU  us  great  satisfaction  to  be  informed 
by  Your  Excellency  that  the  Hdf»ption  of  a  rigid 
system  of  economy  in  the  management  of  the 
Intercolonial  Railway  has,  without  impairing 
the  efficiency  of  its  working,  effected  such  a 
diminution  of  expense  as  t<»  warrant  the  belief 
that  the  country  will  in  future  be  relieved  from 
any  considerable  burden  in  connection  with  its 
opemtion. 

"  We  regret  to  learn  from  Your  Excellency 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  entire  failure  of 
the  UHual  food  supply  of  the  Indians  in  the 
North- West,  a  large  expenditure  has  been 
necessarily  incurred  to  save  them  from  starva- 
tion. We  hope  that  the  efforts  which  are  now 
being  made  to  settle  the  several  bands  on  the 
reserves,  and  induce  them^  to  betake  them- 
selves to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  may  pre- 
rent  the  necessity  of  similar  calls  tor  relief  in 
future. 

«»  We  shall  not  fail  to  give  our  best  attention 
to  the  BillH  for  the  better  oi-ganization  of  the 
Civil  Service,  fi»r  the  consolidation  of  the  In- 
land Revenue  Laws  aud  for  the  amendment  of 
the  ActR  relating  to  the  Dominion  Lands,  to  the 
Public  Works,  to  tl*e  Indians  of  the   North-  [ 
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West,  and  to  the  Mounted  Police  Force,  which 
Your' Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  say  will 
be  laid  before  us. 

"We  agree  in  opinion  with  Yonr  Excellency, 
that  as  the  Act«  incorporating  the  Banks  of  the 
Dominion  will  expire  next  year,  the  presz^nt 
would  seem  a  favorable  time  for  a  full  consid- 
eration of  our  banking  system,  and  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  currency  as  connected  with  thai 
system. 

<*The  subject  of  the  laws  relating  to  Insol- 
vency will  also  doubtless  engage  our  attention. 

«  With  Yonr  Ex^pellency,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  increasing  foreign  trade  of  Canada, 
and  the  prosp-ct  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  enter,  ere  long,  into  negotiations 
with  foreign  nations  on  the  subject  of  their 
trade  and  commercial  relations,  demand  our 
closest  attention  and  watchfulness,  while  the 
rapid  development  of  the  Dominion  is  con- 
tinually giving  rise  to  important  matters  re- 
quiring the  support  and  action  of  the  Imperial 
Government.  We  thank  Your  Excellency  for 
stating  that,  with  the  concurrence  of  Her 
Majesty,  Your  Excellency  therefore  recom- 
mends  us  to  sanction  the  appointment  of  a 
permanent  representative  of  Canada  in  London 
to  guard  her  various  interests ;  and  we  shall 
not  fail  to  give  our  most  attentive  and  careful 
consideration  to  the  subject  of  such  an  ap- 
pointment 

'*The  subjects  Your  Excellency  has  men- 
tioned are  of  great  importance,  and  we  shall  not 
fail  to^give  to  them  our  best  consid^^ration,  to 
which  Your  Excellency  has  betn  pleased  to 
say  that  you  commend  them  with  full  con- 
fidence in  our  wisdom  and  patriotism." 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — Hon.  gentlemen, 
I  am  sure  it  will  be  a  matter  of  j-e^ret  to 
all  of  yon,  as  it  is  to  myself,  that  the 
hon.  me»nbor  for  DeSalaberry,  (Mr. 
Trudel)  should  have  elected  to  express  to 
us  in  French  the  sentiments  to  which  he 
has  given  utterance — sentiments  which 
will  meet  with  the  entire  concui rence  of 
this  Chamber.  His  warm  eulogy  of  Her 
Gracious  Majesty  and  of  Her  Rojal 
Highness,  and  his  courteous  reference 
to  our  respected  Speaker,  would,  1  am 
sure,  have  been  exceedingly  gmcifymg 
to  all  who  have  heard  them  had  he  de- 
livered his  i-emarks  in  English.  I  shall 
not  follow  the  hon.  member  in  his  0|>8n- 
ing  remarks  further  than  to  express  my 
satisfartion  at  the  apjwintment  ot  our 
hon.  Speaker  t^  the  position  winch  he 
now  occupies — a  position  to  which  hia 
claims  and  C|uaUticatioDS  so  well  entitle 
him.  Neither  shall  I  touch  upon  thrt 
somewhat  delicate  question  of  Govern- 
ment repi'esentation  in  the  Srnate, 
which   the   hon.    member  trom  DeSahfc- 
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berry  has  handled  with  so  much 
skill  and  good  taste ;  nor  do  I  think 
it  necessary  to  repeat  what  has 
already  been  so  well  expressed  as  to  the 
great  pleasure  which  we  all  feel  in  again 
meeting  with  His  Excellency  and  with 
Her  Boyal  Highness,  and  our  thanks  to 
a  kind  Providence  which  has  safely 
guided  her  return  to  Canada  over  the 
stormy  ocean,  to  be  present  at  the  open- 
ing ceremonies  of  this  Session.  Passing 
on  then  to  the  proposed  Address,  I  think 
we  cannot  fail  to  agree  with  His  Excel- 
lency in  recognising,  in  the  abundant 
harvest  with  which  Providence  has  bless- 
ed Canada,  the  beneficent  hand  of  Grod  ; 
and  we  all,  I  am  sure,  receive  with  great 
satisfaction  His  Excellency's  congratula- 
tions on  the  evidence  which  surrounds  us 
of  a  recovery  from  the  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial depression  which  has  so  long  clog- 
ged the  enei^ies  of  our  people.  We  all 
know  by  our  experience  and  observation 
— corroborating  what  is  revealed  to  us 
by  God's  word, — that  it  is  the  blessing 
of  Providence  which  alone  can  make  a 
people  truly  happy  or  prosperous ;  and 
should  never  forget  that  it  is  to  His 
beneficent  band  we  are  indebted  for  all 
that  lies  at  the  foundation  ot  our  coun- 
try's peace  and  prosperity.  But  while  T 
am  making  this  remark,  I  feel  it  also  a 
duty  to  recognise  the  human  instrumen- 
tality which  is  in  operation  in 
connection  with  it.  Just  as  we 
know  that  the  farmer  miy  labor  in 
rain  and  spend  his  strength  and 
means  without  avail  unless  the  rain  and 
sunshine  bring  his  crops  to  perfection, 
so  we  also  know  that  whilst  the  elements 
must  be  favorable  to  secure  the  growth 
and  ripening  of  the  crops,  it  still  needs 
the  farmer's  care,  and  labor,  and  pru- 
dence to  gather  in  the  harvest  and  pre- 
serve its  fruits,  that  he  may  enjoy  the 
reward  of  his  toil ;  so  it  is  with  us  as  a 
people.  It  would  have  been  but  small 
advantage  to  us  if,  after  God  with  a 
lavish  hand  had  given  us  an  abundant 
harvest,  that  harvest,  or  its  proceeds,  had 
been  wasted  or  destroyed,  and  I  think  it 
ia  due  to  the  Administration  of  the  day, 
to  recognize  that  they  exerted  themselves 
to  aid  in  bringing  about  and  securing  the 
national  prosperity.  While,  then,  to 
God  we  aM'^ribe  the  chief  glory,  let  us  not 
forget  that  to  the  prudent  and  skilful 
management  of  those  who  are  in  author- 
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ity  we  are  in  some  measure  indebted  for 
the  prosperity  which  the  country  enjoys 
to-day.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  just 
or  wise  that  we  should  ignore  our  indebt- 
edness to  thase  who,  under  God's  Provi- 
dence,  have  acted  so  wisely  and  so  well.  I 
am  aware  that  there  are  those  amongst  us 
who  Would  shut  their  eyes  to  this  return  of 
the  prosperity  of  the  country — who 
profess  to  see  no  prosperity,  and  no 
advance  upon  the  unhappy  state  of 
things  to  which  His  Excellency  alludes 
as  having  existed  in  the  past.  They  are 
wilfully  blind  ;  they  do  not  wish  to  see 
these  things.  Happily  they  are  few  in 
number,  and  I  a'n  aware  that  nothing 
that  could  be  said  on  the  floor  of  this 
Chamber  could  open  their  wiUully  closed 
eyes  ;  I  shall  therefore  pay  no  more 
attention  to  them.  There  are  othei-s  who 
think,  as  may  hon.  friend  has  hinted, 
that  we  are  so  wholly  and  entirely  depen- 
dent upon  the  hand  of  Providence  that 
there  is  nothing  they  can  do  Uiic  to  sit 
still  and  ^ait,  and  that  no  Government 
can  relieve  depressicm  or  enhance  f)ros- 
perity.  Now,  I  rejoice  to  know  that  the 
majority,  at  all  events,  of  the  people  of 
this  country  are  not  believers  in  that 
doctrine.  While  they  believe  that  it  is 
to  a  kind  Providence  and  a  good  harvest 
we  are  indebted  for  the  foundation  of 
prosperity,  they  aUo  recognise  that 
it  is  largely  in  the  power  of  the 
Government,  by  wise  fiscal  policy,, 
to  increa.He  that  prosperity,  and 
in  times  when  the  harvest  may  be 
less  abundant,  to  relieve  and  mitiirate, 
and  even  to  remove  to .  a  great 
extent,  the  sufferings  of  the  people  on 
account  of  it.  I  ^m  glad  that  the  present 
Government  hold  such  views,  and  that 
on  assuming  office  they  at  once  braced 
themselves  for  an  effort  to  relieve  the 
depression  which  existed  at  that  timo. 
WJien  they  came  into  power  they  found 
gloom  and  desjwndency  prevailing  every- 
where, from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other  :  but  no  sooner  had  they  ia- 
ti  mated  the  ])olicy  they  intended  to  pur- 
sue ;  no  sooner  had  they  availed  themselves 
of  the  position  in  which  tliey  had  been 
placed  by  the  i)eople,  to  pro|K)se  measures 
ot*  relief,  than  symptoms  of  retuming  pros- 
perity beg;in  to  appear ;  confidence  imme- 
diately sprung  into  existence  and.  whereaa 
before  the  change  of  Grovernment,  you 
could,  in  passing  through  the  country,  see 
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nothing  but  gloom  and  anticipation 
ot  coining  evil,  very  shortly  after  that 
chiinge  there  appeared  at  once  a  hope'iil 
feeling,  long  b^lore  any  pi*acucal  result 
of  the  policy  they  had  announced  could 
be  attained.  Subsequent  results  and 
growing  prosperity  have  fully  justified 
those  iu)[>eful  anticipations.  I  think, 
thei-efore,  that  the  course  pursued  by  the 
G^iVernnient  meiits  our  approval  and  r«ur 
thanks.  His  Excellency  very  pi^operly 
suggests  that  our  prosperity  should  lead 
us  10  think  of  those  of  our  fellow-sub- 
jects who  are  suffering  from  absolute 
want.  I  know  that  every  heart  in  this 
Cliamber  responds  to  his  appeal  in  behalf 
of  the  poor  and  suffering  in  1 1  eland.  While 
we  are  willing  to  do,  individually,  all  we 
can  to  alleviate  the  misery  which  pre- 
vails in  that  country,  we  are.  I  trust,  also 
prepan^l,  in  any  way  that  may  be  sug- 
gested by  His  Excellency's  advisers,  to 
attord  practical  and  [)rompt  relief,  and  to 
give  our  most  favorable  consideiiition  to 
any  measure  that  may  be  proposed 
to  relieve  that  suffering,  and  restore 
the  people  of  that  atflicteJ  ci^untry  to 
prosperity  and  comfort.  While  touch- 
ing upon  this  subject,  I  must  not  lose 
this  opportunity  of  offering  a  suggestion 
as  to  what  might  be  done — amon!{  other 
things  to  prevent  in  future  a  recur- 
rence of  this  terribh*  distress  and  famine. 
Now,  hon.  gentlemen,  it  is  no  mere  fancy 
of  mine,  no  murts  baseless  asaeri.ion,  but 
a  startling  and  appnlliug  fact,  that  in 
that  very  country  more  grain  was  con- 
verted into  alcoholic  drinks  than  would 
have  filled  every  one  of  those  starving 
mouths  with  food.  It  would  be  well  for 
statesmen  to  look  into  this  matter  of 
destruction  of  tood,  and  I  would  com- 
mend it  especially  to  the  attention  of  those 
who  see  and  mourn  over  the  evils  of  Ire- 
land, and  ara  anxiously  looking  for 
some  measure  to  prevent  tl)e  recurren'je 
of  siiuh  dire  distress.  It  would  be  well, 
I  say,  for  stitesmen  to  look  into  this 
great  question,  and  view  it  in  its 
national  bearings,  not  merely  as  a 
question  of  the  morality  or  sobriety 
of  the  people,  but  in  its  direct  bearing 
ujion  the  origin  and  c  intinued  existence 
of  the  famine  and  suffering  now  prevail- 
ing, and  sec  whether  such  waste  is  not  a 
cidef  factor  in  producing  them.  The 
grain  which  God  gave  as  food  for  the 
people   has   b^n   tiiken  from  them  and 
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converted  into  that  which  not  only  gives 
them  no  sustenance  or  strength,  but  is  a 
prolific  cause  of  want  and  misery,  of 
crime,  disease  and  death.  I  think  that 
it  is  well,  in  connection  with  this  subject, 
that  public  attention  should  be  directed 
to  the  prevention  of  this  waste  as  one  of 
the  sugtrested  remedies  against  the  recur- 
rence of  such  a  dreadful  state  of  affairs. 
The  recognition  by  His  Excellency  of  the 
imponajnce  of  the  immigration  into  oar 
Noi-th-West  provinces  oi  a  large  number 
of  settlors,  and  his  reminding  us  of  our 
duty  in  this  matter,  to  make  provision 
for  increased  immigration,  suggests  to 
us  very  important  thoughts,  for,  as 
you  all  now  know,  a  very  vast 
and  fertile  tract  of  country  is  under 
our  control  and  jurisdiction  ;  that 
that  territory  is  capable  of  supporting 
millions  of  people ;  and  we  know  well 
that  if  they  could  be  brought  there,  the 
millions  of  starving  people  in  the  old 
countries  of  Europe  could  be  setth-d  upon 
our  fertile  plains  and  could  find  not  onlj 
sustenance  but  plenty  and  to  spare. 
That  we  shall  have  to  furnish  some  assis- 
tance to  convey  them  there  is  very  pro- 
bable. The  country  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  gmnting  such  assistance  in  the  past, 
and  I  trust  that  the  infornnition  referred 
to  by  His  Excellency,  as  collected  by  the 
Commissioners  from  the  old  country  and 
others  who  have  come  from  there  ai  d 
carried  back  such  very  fair,  accurate  hi  d 
reJiible  statements  of  the  resources  of 
our  country  and  VJ&  adaptation  for  culti- 
vation and  its  suitability  for  the  homes 
of  agriculturists,  will  have  the  effect  of 
very  largely  increasing  the  settlement  of 
that  country.  Of  courae  we  all  admit 
that  our  wealth  and  prosperity  as  a 
people  de}>end  i-ather  upon  the  number 
of  our  population  than  u{>on  the  number 
of  our  acres.  It  is  a  very  unreasonable 
thing  for  us  to  boast  the  possession  of 
millions  o:  acres  of  land,  unless  they  are 
utilize<l  ;  but  it  will  be  our  glory  to  boast 
of  millions  of  people  cultivating  that 
land  and  converting  a  howling  wilder- 
ness into  a  fruitful  garden,  an  abode  of 
peace  and  plenty.  A  great  deal  in  the 
future  of  our  country  depends  upon  filling 
those  vast  areas  with  a  |>opulation  able 
and  willing  to  draw  from  the  soil  those 
rioQ  treasures  which  lie  there  only  wait- 
ing Hit  labor  of  th^  farmer  and  the 
miner,  to  be  exhumed  and  utilized.  I  trust, 
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therefore,  that  the  anticipations  of  His 
Ejccellency,  in  this  respect,  will  be  very 
fully  realized.     We  know  that   nothing 
will  he  wanting  on  the  i)art  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  facilitate  the  ingi-ess  of  set- 
tlera  of  that  class,  and  their  settlement 
on  those  lands  in  the  North-West.     In 
connection  with  this  subject,  very  natur- 
ally the  question  of  the  Pacific  Railway 
is  introduced.     We  are  informed   in  the 
.folluwing  paragraph  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment  intend  to  do.     I    Ihink  that   the 
Administration  havs   acted  very   wisely 
and  well  in  the   prom))t    and  energetic 
manner  in  which  they  have  taken  up  the 
work  left  on  their  han  Is  by  the  preced- 
ing   Government.     I    feel  well  assured 
that      it       meets      with      the  •  concur-  j 
rence  of  this  House,  because  the  policy 
of  the  late  Government  in  constructing  | 
1 1 4  miles  of  milroad  from  Thunder  Bay  | 
westward,  and   116    miles  from  the  Red  | 
River  eastward,  and   proposing  to  leave  • 
an   intervening    gap    of  180  miles   un-  \ 
touched  for    live    years,  has   been  con- 
demned  in  this  Chamber.     The  folly  of  I 
it  was  discussed  very  Ailly   last  Session,  | 
and  I  am  glad  to  see   that  the  interven-  : 
ing  jap    is    to    be  bridged,  and  that  the 
ooii&tructioa  of    that    seciion    has  been 
commenced  with  a  view  to  utilizing  the 
road  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  I  ; 
rejoice  the  more   that   the  Government  ' 
took  hold  of  this    matter  instantly,  and,  | 
while  very    wisely    dropping    the  Fort  | 
Fraaces  Lock   and   its  wonderful  works  ; 
they   have    directed    their    energies   to 
complete  that  link  to  connect  fiake  Supe- 
rior with  Manitoba.     It  is  pleasing  to  be 
aa-surnd  by  His  Excellency  that  the  con- 
tracts will  be  completed  within  the  time 
specified,   and    I    believe  perhaps  even  a 
little  earlier,  for   T   have   no  doubt  that 
everything  the   Government  can   do  in 
the  way  ot  facilitating  the  completion  of 
the  work    in    anticipation  of  the   time 
allowed    for    it    will    be    done.     It  is 
evidently    well     understood     by    them 
that  the  opening  up  of  this  great  high- 
way to  the  West  is  now  a  first  necessity 
to  the  settlement  of  the  country.      We 
can  get  |>eople  to  Fort  William  by  water, 
and  as  soon  as  a  railway  to  Red  River  is 
•opened   up,  so  that  we  can    have  access 
through   our  own  country  to  Manitoba, 
we  can   defy   all   competition  from  the 
American  lines.     As  it  now  stands  it  is  a 
matter  of  necessity  in  going  to  Manitoba 
JIan.  Mr.  Vidnl 


to  travel  over  the  line  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  and  to  proceed  from  a  point  on 
chat  line  northward  to  Manitoba,  through 
A  merican  territory.  The  adoption  of  the 
route  in  British  Columbia  is  also  a  mat- 
ter which  must  give  great  satisfaction  to 
the  whole  country  and  especially  to  those 
who  are  represented  in  this  House  \  y  the 
hon.  gentlemen  from  that  distant  Pro- 
vince. T  am  satisfied  that  the  most 
eliaible  line  has  been  selected  The 
difficulties  of  constructing  a  road  through 
that  country  are  confessedly  veiy  great. 
They  are^  such  as  to  severely  tax 
our  energies  and  resources,  but 
those  difficulties  must  be  encountered 
and  overcome.  They ,  are  part  of 
the  first  scheme  for  constructing  a  trans- 
continental railroad  and  the  section  which 
is  now  under  contnvct  will  form  a  link 
in  that  great  iron  band  which  is  to  unite 
us  in  a  few  years,  I  trust,  with  tlie  Paci- 
fic Province.  His  Excellency  gives  to  us 
an  item  of  information  which,  I  am  sure, 
is  received  with  great  satisfaction  by 
every  member  of  this  House;  it  is  the 
satisfactory  financial  position  of  the  In- 
teixsolonial  Railway.  We  are  told  that  a 
rigid  sjstem  of  economy  has  been  adopted 
in  the  management  of  that  line  which, 
without  impairing  its  efficienc}',  has  effect- 
ed such  a  diminution  of  the  expenses  of 
management  as  to  warrant  the  belief  t^iat 
tha  country  will  in  the  future  be  relieved 
from  any  burden  in  its  operation.  In 
looking  into  the  figures  in  connection 
widi  this  matter,  I  am  gratified  to  find 
that  the  language  used  is  very  moderate. 
His  Excellr^ncy  might,  with  great  pro- 
priety, have  said  that,  in  a  very  short 
time,  the  road  will  be  self-sustaining. 
In  the  meantime  it  is  a  very  important 
matter  to  us  that  a  large  annual  expen- 
diture has  been  reduced  to  something 
which  is  quite  within  our  means.  I  do 
not  suppose  that  the  improvement  over 
former  years  is  wholly  due  to  the  retrench- 
ment in  the  expenses  of  management^ 
though  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  expen- 
diture has  been  nearly  brought  within 
the  income  mainly  by  that  means.  I 
presume  that  the  traffic  oyer  the  road 
has  increased  and  yielded  larger  receipts, 
Hnd  would  ask  the  hon.  Minister  of 
Militia  is  it  not  so  ? 

Hon.    Sir   ALEX.    CAMPBELL  — 
Yes. 
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Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— And  the  in- 
ere^e  in  receipts  tberefoie  forms  a  con- 
siderable item  in  this  balancing  the 
revenue  with  the  cost  of  rnnning  the 
road.  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  para- 
graph relating  to  the  want  among  the 
Indians,  and  the  necessib}'  for  supplying 
that  want.  This  ap|)eal8  to  a  senti- 
ment in  our  nature  to  which  no  hon. 
gentleman  will  for  one  moment  fail  to 
respond.  They  are  now  largely  depend- 
ent upon  us.  We  have,  in  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  gone  in  and  taken  their 
hunting  fields  from  them.  They  are 
gradually  vanishing  away  before  our 
branch  of  the  human  family.  It  is  our 
duty  to  care  for  them  and  use  them  well, 
a  duty  which  has  ever  been  recognized 
and.  acted  upon  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  by  its  officers,  who  have  inva- 
riably tieated  them  with  all  honesty  and 
kindness,  and  we  have  ex]3erienced  the 
blessed  results  of  this  fair,  honorable  and 
upright  treatment ;  for,  while  in  the 
United  States,  trouble  after  trouble,  and 
war  after  war  has  from  time  to  time 
arisen  on  account  of  the  way  in  which 
their  Indians  have  been  treated,  we  on 
this  side  of  the  boundary  line  find  in 
every  red  man  a  peaceable  and  faithful 
subject  of  Her  Majesty,  and  a  brave 
wariior,  if  such  be  needed,  to  maintain 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  country 
and  our  Queen.  It  will  be  very  satisfac- 
toi'y  to  <is,  of  course,  to  devote  our  atten- 
tion to  the  measures  which  His  Excellency 
alludes  to,  and  which  we  feel  are  necessary 
for  the  promotion  of  economy  and  the 
right  management  of  afiairs  in  our  coun- 
try, when  these  arc  submitted  to  us. 
They  will,  no  doubt,  receive  from  the 
Senate  now,  as  they  have  in  the  past, 
most  careful  and  mature  consideration. 
The  Acts  of  lucorpoiation  of  the  banks  of 
the  Dominion  expiring  next  year,  some 
new  banking  law  will  be  required ;  it  is 
unquestionably  a  measure  of  very  great 
importance  ;  and  if  we  take  up  this  and 
all  the  others  referred  to,  this  will  be  a 
busyl  session.  We  are  in  a  position  to 
deal  intelligently  with  the  br.nks,  guided 
by  the  experience  of  the  past  yeai-s,  and 
I  think  that  our  legislation  will  probably 
be  in  the  direction  of  giving  a  uniform 
banking  system  to  the  whole  of  the 
Domiuion,  embodying  such  amendments 
as  may  have  been  suggested  by  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past,  in  order  to  protect 
Eon.  Mr.  Vidal. 


the  public  fiom  loss  and  failure  in  the 
future.  The  subject  of  insolvency  is  also 
referred  to.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
this  was  before  us  last  year.  A  measure 
was  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
repealing  the  existing  Act,butwa8  i*ejected 
by  this  House,  not  on  its  merits,  but  be- 
cause it  was  felt  by  the  majority  that,  bad 
as  the  law  is,  and  great  as  the  evils  are 
which  result  under  its  administration, 
the  evils  resulting  from  its  sudden  abro- 
gation would  be  greater  still;  and  our  ob- 
ject was  not  so  much  to  maintain  it  as  a 
good  or  satisfactory  law,  as  to  give  the 
Government  a  year  for  consideration,  ia 
tlie  hope  that  they  would  bring  down  aa 
acceptable  measure  to  Parliament  on  the 
subject  this  Session.  \Ve  have  a  new^ 
matter  presented  in  the  next  par-agraph, 
relating  to  foreign  trade,  and  the  sugges- 
tion of  appointing  a  gentleman  to  repre- 
sent the  Dominion  in  London.  It  is  a 
t» ratifying  thing  for  us  to  know  that 
Canada  is  at  last  becoming  recognized 
and  known  in  the  older  countries  ;  that 
to  a  very  large  extent  the  lamentable 
ignorance  which  has  so  long  prevailed  on, 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  in  regard 
to  Canada  and  its  resources  is 
at  last  really  passing  away.  This  grati- 
fying change  is,  I  think,  in  no  small 
measure  to  be  attributed  to  the  wisdom 
and  kindness  of  our  Gracious  Sovereign 
in  permitting  her  daughter  to  come  to 
Canada  and  to  reside  for  a  time  among 
us,  an  act  which  I  think  has  been  of 
great  benefit  to  our  country,  while  I  am 
sure.it  has  strengthened  in  the  hearts  of 
all  who  have  met  Her  Royal  Highness 
those  feelings  of  loyalty  and  attachment 
to  our  Gracious  Sovereign  which  are  so 
natural  to  the  Canadian  people.  I  do 
trust  that  the  sojourn  of  Her  Royal 
Highness  in  Canada  will  so  fill  her  mind 
with  pleasant  memories  of  the  Dominion 
that  our  country  will  reach  and  maintain 
a  still  higher  position  in  the  thoughts 
and  minds  of  our  brethern  in  the  old 
country.  I  believe  that  this  will  be  one 
of  the  very  beneficial  and  permanent  re- 
sults which  will  flow  from  the  present 
connection  of  the  Governor-General  and 
his  excellent  and  amiable  consort  with 
the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Before  proceeding 
to  niake  the  few  remarks  which  I  pi-o- 
pose  to  address  to  the  House  on  the  sub- 
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ject  of  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  I 
perhaps  may  be  permitted  to  note  the 
change  which  has  taken  place  in  our 
body  since  we  last  met  in  this  Chamber. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  who  for  one  session 
presided  where  you  are  now  seated,  has, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  been  promoted  to  a 
higher  ixwition.  I  am  sure  we  all  rejoice 
to  see  that  Mr.  Wilmot  is  to  be  the 
future  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Pco- 
▼ince  of  New  Brunswick.  His  associa- 
tions with  that  Province,  and  the  various 
positions  which  he  held  there  during  a 
long  and  somewhat  eventful  life,  entitle 
him  to  that  exalted  station  ;  and  I  am 
sure  that  the  House  will  join  me  In 
offering  our  congratulations  ou  his  pro- 
motion. 

Hon.     Sir    ALEX.     CAMPBELL— 
Hear,  hear. 

Hon.  Mr.  SOOTT— At  the  same  time, 
permit  me  to  record  here  my  felicitations 
jit  the  selection   the  Government   have 
made  in  the  gentleman  who  is  presiding 
over  tbis   Chamber.     I   think.  Sir,  that 
promotion  was   diie  to  the  services  that 
you    had    rendered    to    the  party  with 
which  you  have  been  so  long  associated, 
and  a    fitting  recognition  and  tribute  to 
yourself ;  and   although   the   Speaker  of 
the  Senate  is  not  called  ui)on  to  decide 
those  delicate  points  which  arise  in  the 
other  branch   of  Parliament,  still  there 
are  times  when  he    is    called    upon  to 
hold  the  scsiles  equally.     I  am  quite  sure 
in  judging  questions  which    may  irom 
time   to  time  be  submitted  to  the  chair, 
we  shall   have  .the  benefit  of  ripe  judg- 
ment  and  long  expeiience,  and,  at  least, 
of  a  mc|8t  anxious  desire  to  faithfully  and 
fairly  dfischarge  the  duties  incidental  to 
the  position.     There  are,  no  doubt,  many 
gentlemen  in  this  Chamber  who,  from 
experience    and    political    training,  are 
fitted  for  the  position ;  but  J  think  none 
will  be  prepared  to  say  that  you,  Sir,  have 
not  justly  earned  the  distinction  which 
has  been  conferred  upon  you  ;  and  I  say 
again  that  I  express,  I  am  sure,  the  feel- 
ings of  this  House  when  I  assure  you  of 
the  confidence  that  we  all  repose  in  your 
judgment  on  questions  which  may  from 
time  time  to  time  be  remitted  to  you  for 
consideration. '   I  desire  to  cordially  ap- 
prove of  and  acquiesce  in  the  sentiments 
which  have  fallen,  both  from  the  gentleman 
Hon.  Mr,  Scott. 


who  moved  the  reply  to  the  Speech  and 
the  gentleman  who  seconded  it,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  very  great  pleasure  it  has 
given  us  on  this  and  on  a  former  occasion 
to  be  honored  by  the  presence  of  a  Royal 
Princess  at  the  ceremony  of  opening  the 
Parliament  of  Canada.  Let  us  hope  we 
shall  for  some  years  to  come  have  a  re- 
newal of  the  gratification  it  has  afibrded 
us  in  Seeing  that  highly-esteemed  mem- 
bei  of  Her  Majesty's  own  family  take 
her  place  with  His  Excellency  on  the 
throne  in  this  Chamber.  The  presence 
in  Canada  of  Her  Royal  Highness  will 
naturally  assist  in  keeping  bright  the 
fiame  of  allegiance  and  loyalty  entertain- 
ed by  the  people  of  this  country  to  Her 
Majesty  and  the  Crown  of  England. 
Coming  now  to  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  Speech,  reference  is  made  to  the  boun- 
tiful harvest  of  last  year.  We  can  all  con- 
cur in  expressions  of  gratitude  for  the 
bountiful  harvest  Which  has  been  voush- 
safed  to  this  land.  The  latter  part  of 
that  paragraph  seems — I  shall  not  say 
craftily,  because  that  is  unparliamentary 
— to  have  been  framed  with  the  in- 
tention of  ascribing  to  other  causes 
than  the  good  harvest,  the  return 
of  prosperity  in  particular  sections 
of  the  country.  The  hon.  member  who 
seconds  Ihe  Address  expi-essed  the  belief 
that  retui*ning  prosperity  was  largely  due 
to  the  change  in  the  Government  of  the 
country.  I  think  it  is  a  bold  ststteroent 
to  make  to  any  intelligent  l)ody  of  listen- 
ers that  the  slight' lifting  of  the  cloud  of 
depression  that  has  so  lor,g  hung  over 
this  country  is  due  to  any  other  cause 
than  the  abundant  harvest  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic  and  the  deficient  harvest  in 
the  Biitish  Isles  and  the  continent  of 
Europe. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— Hear,  hear. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  repeat  that  he 
would  be  a  bold  man  who  would  say- 
that  it  was  due  to  any  other  cause  than 
prosperity  in  the  United  States  and  this 
country,  and  the  upward  tendency  of 
prices  ot  produce  in  Europe.  It  is,  of 
course,  a  very  prolific  subject  and  one 
thai  I  did  not  intend  to  touch  upon  to- 
day. Other  opportunities  will,  no  doubt, 
be  afibrded  us  to  discuss  it  on  occasions 
when  it  will  be  more  fitting  and  when 
we  will  have  an  opportunity  of  biiuging 
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proofs  tliat  possibly  may  be  necessary 
to  satisfy  many  skeptical  minds. 
At  present  I  desire  to  exj>ress 
my  belief  that  the  paragraph  would  read 
very  much  more  harmoniously  if  the 
B*»cond  jiart  were  the  natural  sequence  of 
the  first,  and  acknowledged  tl)at  the  pros 
perity  of  Canada  is  due  to  the  excellent 
harvest  which  it  has  pleased  Providence 
to  give  us.  I  am  glail  that  His  Excel- 
lency's advisei-a  have  thought  proper  to 
recomniend  that  he  should  call  attention, 
in  the  second  paragraph  of  the  Speech,  to 
the  distress  which  prevails  in  Ireland. 
The  fact  that  at  least  :<00,000  peoi)le  are 
absolutely  destitute  of  food,  and  that  in 
addition  to  this,  some  20. ',000  more  are 
deprived  of  many  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,  ought  to  be  a  reason  why  we  in 
Canada  should  not  only  offer  tliera  our 
sympathy,  but  give  them,  in  a  more  sub- 
stantial way,  such  material  aid  as  will  be 
a  benefit  to  them  in  their  dire  distress. 
The  people  of  the  United  States, 
France  and  other  countries,  who  are 
not  allied  as  nearly  as  we  are  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  have,  in  a  gen- 
erous and  spontaneous  manner,  come 
to  the  rescue,  and,  therefore,  I  think 
it  is  well  that  we  should  supplement  our 
individual  subscriptions  by  a  national 
gift.  I  hope  that  the  Government  will 
feel  justifie<l  in  making  it  a  donation 
worthy  of  the  occasion.  We  owe  much 
to  Ireland.  Her  sons  have  helped  to 
make  this  land  what  it  is  to-day.  They 
have  assisted  to  build  up  our  cities  and 
towns,  and  it  is  but  fitting  that  we 
should  remember  them  in  their  hour  of 
suffering.  Moreover,  our  prosperity  is, 
in  a  measure,  due  to  the  very  destitution 
which  prevails,  not  only  there,  but  upon 
the  continent  of  Europe.  It  is  apparent, 
by  late  advices,  at  all  events,  that  in 
many  provinces  of  Austria  and  Southern 
Kussia  there  is  almost  as  great  a  dearth 
of  the  necessaries  of  lile  as  exLsts  in 
Ireland.  Our  prosperity  is  largely  due 
to  the  failure  of  the  crops  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  that  is  a  gi-eater 
reason  why  we  should  be  stimulated  to 
give  some  substantial  assistance  to  them 
in  their  great  distress.  The  next  para- 
gi-aph  has  reference  to  the  success  which 
attended  the  visit  of  the  tenant  farmers* 
delegates  to  this  country.  I  think 
it  was  a  very  hafipy  idea,  whoever  con- 
ceived it,  to  invite  the  people  in  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Scott. 


vanous  rural  constituencies   of  England 
and  Scotland,  to  select  their  own  judgt*3 
to  come  to  Canada  and  enquire  and   ex- 
amine for  themselves  into  the  representa- 
tions which  had  been  made  to  theui  from 
year  to  year  by  our  emigration  agents.    I 
am  glad  that  the  happy  ide  i  is   likHy  to- 
be  attended  with   substantial  results,  for 
no  evidence  could  be  more  satisfactory  to 
the  people  of  the  British  Isla-inds  than  the. 
statements  of  those  disinterested  juilges, 
selected  by  themselves  to  report  w\yoi\  t\\^ 
agricultural  capacity  of  this  country.      It- 
is  quite  true  that  the   timi  and   circum- 
stances   somewhat    favored    the    result. 
Plenty  prevailed  on  this  siiie,  want  in\  the 
other.     It  was  a  favorable  year  on    this 
si«le,  an  unfavorable  one   on    the  other. 
Kain-clouds   and    gloom    hung  over  the 
British  Islands  during  the  months  when 
the  crops  were  expected  to  ripen  ;  on  thi*. 
side  there  was  sunshine  and   briuhtness. 
Their  reports,  therefore,  may  |>ossibly  be 
somewhat  coxdeur  de  rose^  but  it  cannot  be 
gainsaid  that  the  position  of  many  of  the 
agriculturists  of  Great  Britain   will   lie 
very  greatly  improved  by  taking  up  lands, 
not  only  in  Ontario  and  Quebec,   but  es- 
pecially in    the   North- West.      The  nexfe 
paragraph  has  reference  to  the   Pacifio 
Railway,  and  its  early  completion  betweea 
Lake  Superior  and   Red  River  ;  and   ny 
hon.  friend   who  seconded   the   Address 
could  not  allow  the  opportunity  to  pass- 
without  giving  a  slap  at  the  late  Admin- 
istration in   having  failed   to  commence 
the  central  link  between  the  two  sections 
ali-eady  constructed    of   the    line    frjm 
Thunder    Bay   to   Red   River.      I   have 
only  to  repeat  what  I  said   on  a  former 
occasion   when  this  subject    was  under 
discussion,  that  I  think  it  was — and  ex- 
perience has  proved  it — wise  policy  to 
commence  to   build   the  two  ends  before 
beginning  at  the   middle,   in   a  country 
where  it  was   utterly  impossible  to   get 
any  supplies,  where  there  were  no  roads, 
and  no  trails,  even,  such  as  exist  in  the^ 
North-West.     It  always  seemed   to  uie 
that  it  was  not  a  sensible  or  rational  cri- 
ticism to   maintain  that  the  contract  for 
the   centnd    section,    a   distance)    of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  civilized 
portions  of  the  country,  should  have  \n^u 
given   out    contemporaneously    with   the 
two   end   sections.     How    are    supplies, 
carried  to  this  middle  link  now  1     Hither 
by  one  road  or  the  other,  from  Thunder 
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Bay  westward  or  from  Selkirk  eastward 
The  line  is  l»eing  built  in  that  way  and 
no  doubt  will  now,  with  thes^e  increased 
facilities,  be  tiuished  within  a  reasonable 
period.  In  my  bel-ef.  the  centi-a!  part 
could  not  have  been  built  any  earlier  had 
the  conti'acts  been  given  out  con  tern  pom- 
neously  either  with  the  Thunder  Bay 
section  or  the  Red  River  end.  I  should 
have  liked,  had  His  Excellency's  ad- 
visers tliought  proper  to  inform  us, 
to  know  how  it  is  proposed  to 
reach  Thunder  Bay  from  the  east- 
era  provinctis.  We  are  all  aware 
that  the  Province  of  Quebec  has 
Berioaaly  emban-assed  itself  by  the 
ex(>enditure  of  some  ten  or  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  con- 
struction of^  a  trunk  line  from  the 
city  of  Queliec  to  Ottawa.  It  was  in- 
tende<]  to  l>e  the  outlet  for  the  Province 
of  Quebec  to  the  Pacific  Railway,  ft 
was  projected  at  a  time  when  the  eastern 
terminus  of  the  Pacific  Railway  was 
located  at  a  point  south-east  of  Liake 
Kipissing.  When  the  land  and  water  route 
was  adopted  by  the  late  Government,  it 
was  proposed  that  they  should  reach  the 
coast  of  Lake  Huron  by  means  of  the 
(Georgian  Bay  Branch.  That  has  been 
abandoned.  The  present  Govei*nment 
cancelled  the  contract  under  which  that 
line  was  to  be  built,  and  the  present 
system  of  railways  connected  with  the 
trunk  line  ot  Quebec  terminate  in  the 
woods  at  Lake  Ni  pissing.  That  is  a 
matter  which  I  think  the  House  should 
have  been  advised  upon.  They  should 
have  been  informed  what  was  to  be 
offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  Geot^gian 
Bay  Bi*aach.  Thosfi  who  read  the  public; 
prints  are,  of  course,  awai-e  that  the 
sonstructioQ  of  a  line  vid  Sault 
8te.  Marie  has  been  considerably 
discussed,  but  it  will  be  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable interest  to  the  people  of  Quebec 
to  learn  how  they  are  to  reach  the  waters 
of  Like  Huron  and  Lak«  Superior.  The 
distance  from  I/ake  Nipissing  to  Thunder 
Bay,  or  to  any  other  point  on  the  Pacific 
Railway,  if  the  line  were  to  be  built  on 
the  north  side  of  the  lakes,  would  be 
from  five  to  six  hundred  miles.  That  is 
a  rather  formidable  distance  through  a 
country  which  presents  so  many  engineer- 
ing difficnlties.  Its  topography,  particu- 
laily  of  that  portion  north  of  liike  Su- 
perior, is  of  the  most  forbidding  descrip- 
Uon.  Mr.  ScoU, 


tion.  The  country  is  extroniely  rough 
and  cut  up  by  ravine -«.  I  observe  tbnt, 
notwithatanding  the  littlo  note  of  warn- 
ing whiuh  I  had,  in  the  opinion  of  some 
hon.  gentlemen,  the  andncity  to  sound  at 
the  end  of  la.it  Session,  when  many  gnn- 
tlemen  now  wiihin  range  of  my  voice 
were  not  present,  tho  Government  h.ive 
given  out  the  contmct  for  a  Sfctioii  in 
British  dlumbia.  Ami  here  I  loay  re- 
mark that  I  cordially  agtee  with  my  lion, 
friend  who  seconded  the  Address.  (Mr. 
Vidal)  that  il  the  road  h-d  to  be  brirlt, 
the  selection  of  the  Fiuser  Rivt^r  route 
was  a  judicious  one.  He  might  ha^e  gone 
further  and  said  that  i*i  was  the  route 
which  the  late  Minister  of  Public  Works 
had  reported  in  favor  of. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— Hear,  hear. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— In  July,  1878,  an: 
Order  in  Council  was  passed  selecting  that 
route.  After  the  cha  )ge  of  Government, 
that,  like  many  other  acts  of  the  late 
Administration,  was  at  once  condemned 
and  an  effort  was  made  to  reach  the 
waters  of  the  Pacific  by  another  channek 
New  surveys  wei-e  instituted,  and  ad- 
ditional money  was  spent,  and  finally, 
after  much  ex|)ense  had  Ijeen  incurred,, 
the  Order  in  Council  of  July,  1878,  was 
revived  and  thf.  Fraser  River  route  adopt- 
ed by  the  present  Administration.  Speak- 
ing for  myself,  as  I  said  last  year  when 
t«  e  estimates  were  up  for  discwssion,. 
I  did  hope  that  the  Government 
would  pause  before  committing  this 
country  to  tho  expenditure  of  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  in  constructing  this 
railway  in  British  Columbia.  It  could 
be  nothing  more  than  a  local  line,  and  I 
do  not  see  that  any  good  results  could 
follow  from  it  to  the  Dominion  gene- 
rally. In  a  country  where  the  popu- 
lation was  less  than  in  one  of  the 
wards  of  this  city,  I  did  not  see  that 
it  could  be  justified,  and  if  we  had  the 
money  to»si>end  it  could  be  more  widely 
and  judiciously  employed  iu  devilnping 
other  parts  of ^  the  Dominion.  I  could 
not  recognise  in  any  way  that  it  w>is 
carrying  out  the  agreement  with  BritiKli 
Columbia  by  ttie  building  of  an  isolate 
line  of  127  miles.  When  the  Canadian 
Pacific  EUilway  reaches  the  eastern 
8lo{>es  of  the  Rockv  Mountains  it  will 
be  quite  time  enough,  in  my  ojunion,  to 
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-commence  the  construction  of  a  line 
through  the  sea  of  mountains  between 
that  ranjje  and  the  Pacific  coast.  I  may 
stand  alone  in  my  views,  and  I  speak 
for  myself  solely,  but  I  do  think  that  it 
was  an  unwise  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  have  signed  the  contract. 
In  leajard  to  those  portions  of  the  railway 
that  we  are  told  the  Government  propose 
building  west  of  Red  River,  I  can  only 
say  that  they  have  my  cordial  support 
and  approval  in  any  project  to  penetrate 
the  fertile  belt,  if  the  lands  of  that 
country  can  be  in  any  way  utilized  to 
subsidize  railways,  I  think  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  deserve  well  of  the 
country  if  they  would  in  every  way  aid 
and  stimulate  the  building  of  railways  in 
the  fertile  portions  of  the  North- West. 
lb  i3  there  that  we  are  to  get  our  in- 
creased population.  It  is  to  that  country 
we  are  inviting  the  people,  not  alone  of 
the  British  Islands,  but  of  Germany, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  other  countries 
of  Europe,  to  exchange  their  small 
holdings  in  the  Old  World  for  the  large 
farms  that  the?  can  obtain  in  the  Noi^th- 
Wost,  and  the  Government  will  be 
justified  in  giving  every  facility  for 
opening  up  that  great  country.  Had 
the  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
which,  in  my  opinion,  are  to  be  wasted 
in  British  Columbia,  been  used  for  the 
purpose  of  building  rail  wiys  in  ourNorth- 
.  West,  I  should  have  given  it  my  approval. 
Nothing  benedts  a  country  like  railways. 
They  have  built  up  Kansas  and  Min- 
nesota, and  they  are  filling  up  the  West- 
ern States  with  a  vast  population. 
Thousanils  of  people  are  pouring  into 
Kansas  and  other  Western  States,  where 
railway  facilities  exist,  and  we  know  how 
Minnesota  has  grown  up  by  the  aid  of 
railways,  wherever  fertile  country  offered 
inducements  for  farmers  to  settle.  A 
paragraph  ia  devoted  to  the  Intercolonial 
Railway.  We  shall  all  be  glad  to  know 
that  the  half  million  or  three-quarters  of 
a  million  of  dollars  spent  on  that  line  is 
to  be  reduced.  I  hope,  however,  that  it 
is  not  at  the  cost  of  running  down 
the  road,  or  the  diminution  of 
rolling  stock.  Up  to  within  the 
last  few  weeks  we  never  heard  of 
accidents  occurring  on  the  Interco- 
lonial Railway.  It  was  only  in  the  last 
month  or  two  that  we  heard  of  trains 
running  off  the  track  and  accidents  oc- 
Ilon.  Mr,  Scott 


curring  by  the  breaking  of  wheels 
and  other  causes  incidental  to  railways 
not  carefully  managed.  I  hope  that  this 
economy  is  not  duo  to  the  absence  of 
superior  management.  Our  friends  from 
the  Maritime  Provinces  will  be  able  to 
speak  more  positively  on  that  point ; 
they  have  their  own  individual  expe- 
rience and  can,  no  doubt,  speak  on  the 
subject,  because  it  is  one  that  they  are  at 
home  upon.  The  paragraph  in  reference 
to  the  Indians  is  one  that  does  not  sur- 
prise me.  I  have  long  felt  that  it  was  a 
problem  which  we  would  have  to  meet 
and  solve.  As  the  white  man  encroaches 
on  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians, 
their  means  ot  support  become  less  and 
less ;  their  territory  becomes  more  cir- 
cumscribed, and  as  civilization  advances 
the  problem  of  what  we  shall  do  with 
our  Indians  must  be  met.  I  am  glad  that 
we  are  taking  the  civilized  idea  of  at 
least  protecting  the  savage  and  endea- 
voring to  reform  him  and  make  him  a 
husbandman,  if  possible,  though  I  doubt 
very  much  the  success  of  such  endeavors 
in  the  firsi  generation.  It  may  be,  lifter 
the  first  generation  we  may  domesticate 
them  to  earn  their  bread  as  white  men 
do  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  It  will 
be,  however,  a  seiious  tax  upon  the  re- 
venues of  the  country.  Speaking  from 
recollection,  the  cost  of  our  Indian  ser- 
vice now  reaches  up  to  three  quarters  of 
a  million,  and  I  will  not  be  surprised  to 
hear  this  year  that  it  will  be  up  to 
$800,000,  a  very  large  item  in  our  expen- 
diture. The  next  paragraph  is  one  that 
somewhat  challenges  criticism  ;  it  is  the 
mild  reference — a  milk-and-water  refer- 
ence— that  is  made  to  the  N.  P. 

'<  You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  the  effect 
of  the  tariff  of  lant  SoHsion  in  the  developmeot 
of  the  varied  industries  of  the  cdtAtry  hM  on 
the  whole  been  very  satiBfactory.'* 

Well,  it  is  an  extremely  qualified  ap- 
proval. All  I  can  Ray  is  it  does  not 
come  up  to  what  was  foreshadowed  a 
year  ago  in  this  Chamber,  (t  does  not 
realize  those  beautiful  visions  that  were 
desciibed  by  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  not 
only  in  addressing  audiences  in  the  coun- 
try and  on  platforms  in  various  places, 
but  also  in  this  House  and  in  another 
place,  of  what  was  to  follow  the  adoption 
of  the  National  Policy.  This  paragraph 
tells  us  that  on  the  whole  it  has  proved 
satisfactory.     I   have  no   doubt   that  it 
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baa  been  satisfactory  to  ten  or  twelve 
thousand  persons  in  Canada,  to  "the 
stock  holders  of  the  eight  or  ten  cotton 
mills,  who  have  Ix^en  enabled  to  charge 
-a  good  deal  higher  for  the  goods  they 
have  been  manufacturing.  It  has  enabled 
them,  no  doubt,  to  give  us,  perhaps, 
«.  more  goods  than  they  would  have  given 
ander  the  old  tariff.  Some  of  these  cotton 
mills,  muder  the  old  tariff,  were  making 
fi-om  eight  to  twelve  per  cent,  before  the 
introduction  of  the  National  Policy ; 
what  they  are  making  now  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  ;  this  interesting  information 
they  keep  to  themselves,  as  it  is  not  to 
their  inteicst  that  the  public  should  know 
that  the  extra  ten  or  twelve  per  cent. 
they  are  now  getting,  that  ought  other- 
wise to  go  into  the  revenue,  has  been 
extorted  from  the  pockets  of  the  people 
to  add  to  the  wealth  of  those  who  are 
already  rich.  The  effect  in  this  parti- 
cular is — like  the  outcome  of  all  those 
laws — to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the 
poor  pooi-er.  Take  the  cotton  mills,  the 
sugar  refinery  and  a  few  other  industries 
at  several  |)oints,  more  particularly  in 
cilices  and  towns,  and,  no  doubt,  the 
i^esults  are  very  satisfactory ;  but  I  fancy 
if  we  could  analyse  it  numerically,  we 
would  find  that  when  we  had  named 
15,(f00  people,  thatwoull  be  the  limit 
of  those  who  hai  benefited  by  the 
inti-oduction  of  the  fiical  policy  which 
the  Ministry,  through  His  Excellency, 
tells  us  has  been  *'on  the  whole  very 
satisfactory."  I  was  rather  startled  to 
hear  the  hon.  seconder  of  this  Address 
say  that  some  [)eople  were  skeptical  of 
the  change.  I  am  not  aware  where  these 
**some  people  "  are ;  I  am  not  aware  that 
he  was  {lointing  particularly  to  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  tariff.  I  suppose  he  was, 
but  I  think  the  people  of  this  country 
are  prepared  to  say  a  change  has  taken 
placA  in  Rome  parts  of  Canada  within 
the  last  few  months,  and  I  think  I  could, 
without  detaining  hon.  gentlemen  very 
long,  pdlnt  out  its  cause.  I  think  it  is 
very  obvious.  Liet  me  ask  hon.  gentle- 
men if  (hey  had  a  good  harvest  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  and  we  had  had  a 
bad  ha.*vest  in  Canada,  would  they  have 
been  able  to  point  to  any  satisfactory 
results  1  What  are  the  two  sources  of 
dawning  prosperity  we  feel  to-day  1  Our 
large  crop  of  cereals  has  given  life  to  the 
•country;  it  has  enabled  the  farmer  to 
//on.  Jir.  Scott, 


improve   his   purchasing  power ;  to  buy 
from  the  small    merchant,  who,    in  his 
turn,  has  bef*n  able  to  pay  the  wholesale 
man,  who,  in  his  turn,   has  been  able  to 
pay  his  overdue  bills  at  the  banks.     Our 
railways  have  b^en  taxed  to  their  utmost 
to  carry  forward  the  grain  ;  it  has  aided 
our  shipping  trade,  and  with  the  demand 
for    cattle,    cheese,    butter    and    every- 
thing     that      is      produced      on     the 
farm,  it  has  given  trade  a  stimulus  and 
we  have  been  enable- 1    to  export  more 
heavily  than  we  ever  did  before.     This 
same   course   has    enabled    the    United 
Stares  to  send  over  six  hundred  millions 
of  dollars'  worth  of  their  produce,  cotton, 
cereals  and  animals,  to  Europe,  but  not 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States. 
Their  whole  exports  this  year  will  be  in 
the  neighborhood  of   $800,000,000,  and 
certainly  85  per  cent,  of  that  will  be  due 
to   the   productions   of  the  soil.     These 
large     sales      which     tliey    have    been 
making  in    Europe   have   enabled  them 
to     puichase     more     largely,      and     to 
come    in    and     buy     our     sawn      lum- 
ber in  Canada,  which  has  given  to  that 
industry  a  new  impetus — an  export  which 
reaches  up  to  $25,000,000,  and  in  which 
so  many  of  our  people  are  interested.     It 
is  the  increaKed  purchasi  '^g   power   there 
that  has  given  the  stimulus  to  the  lumber 
ti-ade,  and,  singular  to  say,  by  one  of  those 
extraordinaiy  paradoxes,  so  to  speak,  the 
peo])le  of  England  were  indirectly  bene- 
fited by  the  great  crops  on  this  continent. 
The  artisan   has  bef  n  enabled,  in  a  year 
ot  scarcity  there,  to  get  his  food  at  very 
nearly  the  same  prices  he  paid  fjr  it  before. 
The   purchasing    power   in  the    United 
States  has  set  going  the  mills  in  England, 
and  the  iron  and  coal  interests  there  are 
to-day  most  actively  stimulated   by  the 
ability  of  the  Uni^^^d  States  to  purchase 
their  exports.     Can  any  hon.  gentleman 
point  out  that  there  is  any  imi»ort^nt  ex- 
portof  our  manufactures  under  the  present 
tariff]     The  lumber  trade  has  improved 
because  people  abroad  can  purchase,  and 
our  people  have  been  enabled  to-^ell  their 
surplus;  but  a^to  the  fiscal  policy  having 
in  any  way  contributed  to  this  change,  I 
deny.     1  am  free  to  admit  that  there  are 
certain  people  and  certain  localities  that 
are   benefited,  but  they  are  restricted  to 
small  areas  and  to  fcjw  people.     Canada 
is  a  nation  of  four  millions  of  people,  and 
to-day  you  cannot  point  out  more  ihan 
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20,000  who  are  beneficed  by  the  change. 
I  (Jo  not  know  that.  I  should  call  attention 
to  any  furtluT  points  in  the  Speech. 
There  is  one  other  ]>arag»'aph  on  which, 
perha[».s,  I  might  make  a  few  comments  : 
that  is  t'le  one  in  refei*ence  to  the  foreign 
trade  of  Canada.  A  very  importsiiit  an- 
nonnceinent  was  made  in  the  Speech 
which  was  placed  in  His  Excellency's 
hands  last  year,  that  negotiations  were 
then  in  progress  by  which  we  were  g'ang 
to  obtain  more  intimate  tra«ie  relations 
with  France  and  Spain.  We  were  told 
that  those  negotiations  had  every  pros- 
pect of  succes"*,  and  by  those  trade 
relations  we  were  to  be  largely  the  gain- 
ers. I  do  not  find  any  reference  to  the 
success  of  those  negotiations' in  the  Speech 
this  year.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe 
that  all  negotiations  have  practically 
failed.  It;  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  efforts 
being  made,  as  indicated  in  the  S|)eech, 
will  not  also  prove  abortive,  and  that  we 
will  be  more  fortunate  in  secui  ing  trade  re- 
lations with  some  of  the  countiies  of  the 
world.  The  Speech  has  some  omissions,  as 
all  speeches  have.  Few  of  them  are  perfect. 
One  of  the  important  omissions  is  any 
announcement  of  the  result  that  attended 
the  visit  of  several  of  His  Excellency's 
Ministers  to  England  last  summer  with 
the  view  of  eliciting  the  aid  of  the  Empire 
in  the  constru..*tion  of  the  Pacific  Rail- 
way. We  undei-stood  from  the  announce- 
ment made  last  year  that  it  was  hoped 
that  the  aid  of  the  Mother  Country  would 
have  been  obtainKl  to  assist  us  in  build- 
ing the  Pacific  Railway.  I  do  not  see 
that  any  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
suceess  that  the  Government  stated  would 
have  attended  their  mission.  I,  of  04)urse, 
do  not  intend  to  suggest  any  amendment 
to  the  S[>eech,  and  am  not  dis|)osed  to  chal- 
lenge it  very  much,  except  the  few  para- 
graphs I  have  had  occasion  to  criticize — 
more  particularly  the  one  which  i*elated 
to  the  development  of  our  trade.  I  should 
have  been  extremely  glad  if  I  could  have 
complimented  the  hon.  gentlemen  on  the 
success  which  they  themselves  had  an- 
ticipated from  the  new  policy,  but  I  do 
not  feel  that  the  country  can  congratiilate 
the  u  on  the  result  of  the  fiscal  policy  of 
the  last  year. 

Hon.    Sir    ALEX.    CAMPBELL  — 
After  lifitening  to  the  remarks   of   the 
hon.    gentleman    who    has   just    taken 
Han.  Mr.  ScoU. 


his  seat,  it  must  be  concede!  by  all  who- 
have  heard  him  that  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  has  been  prepared  with  some 
ability.  The  ability  in  preparing  a 
speech  consists  in  this  :  that  it  should 
say  what  it  is  thoiight  expedient  to  say, 
and  yet  ]>resent  as  few.  salient  points  to 
be  attacked  as  possible,  and  I  think  the 
hon.  gentleni-in,  from  the  S]3eech  he  has 
ma<le,  has  found  that  dirficulty  m  the 
present  instance.  The  hon.  gentleman, 
after  concurring  in  the  congratulations 
that  were  expressed  by  my  hon.  frien«l 
from  DeSalaberry  in  the  very  eloquent 
.spetch  which  he  has  made  in  moving  this 
Address,  and  in  the  remarks  of  my  hon. 
friend  from  Sarnia  in  seconding  it,  called 
our  attention  to  the  tirat  paragnipli  to 
which  he  thought  objection  mii/ht  be 
taken,  which  was  that,  although  we  had 
recognized  the  bounty  of  Provi<lence  in 
blessing  the  country  with  a  good  harvest, 
yet  we  seemed  to  take  some  credit  to 
ourselves  for  the  effect  which  that  har- 
vest has  had  on  the  country.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  that  point  was  juit 
very  well  by  the  hon.  gentlem&n  from 
DeSalaberry  when  he  said  that,  although 
it  was  quite  evident  that  the  Gjv- 
ernmeot  did  not,  and  could  not 
of  its  own  more  force  and  strength, 
bring  about  a  return  of  ci»n>- 
mercial  and  industiial  j)rosperity, 
we  had  not,  at  all  events,  folded  our 
talent  in  a  napkin  or  buried  it  in  tliA 
e4irth,  but  had  done  all  we  could  to  facili- 
tate the  return  of  prosperity.  I  think  1 
may  venture  to  say  in  t'is  connection 
that  one  of  the  most  git!vio«}S  f.iults 
which  were  found  with  the  late  Govern- 
ment was  this  :  that  they  were  not  will- 
ing to  do  anything  ;  that  they  not  only 
folded  their  hands  and  buried  their  tal- 
ent in  the  earth,  but  they  ostentatiously 
proclaimed  it  to  the  country  ;  that  they 
destroyed  hope  by  saying  there  was  none  ; 
that  they  would  not  in  any  way 
strengthen  the  hands  of  those  who  wer« 
endeavoring  to  Ijring  about  prosperity, 
but  were  content  to  fold  their  arms  and 
say,  **  we  can  do  nothing  ;  we  must  wait 
and  suffer."  There  was  a  great  contrast 
between  the  apathy  and  want  of  sym- 
pathy which  the  late  Governmeut  ex- 
hii>ited  and  the  quick  and  earnest  sym- 
pathy and  active  exertions  which  have 
been  made  by  the  present  Govc^mment, 
at  all  events  to  do  as  much  as  lay  within 
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onr  power»  in  the  hope  and  belief  that 
we  could  rtssi^.t  to  bring  ai)Out  that  pros- 
perity. Far  be  it  from  us — and  no  sen- 
aibla  man  would  do  so — to  take  credit  in 
any  other  way  th.4n  in  tlie  spirit  I  have 
mentioned  fi)r  the  rotiini  of  j)rospenty 
to  the  country  ;  but,  at  all  events,  we 
have  not  folded  our  hands  as 
they  dil,  and  ostentatiously  proclaimpd 
that  we  could  and  would  do 
nothing.  The  hon.  gentleman,  with  re- 
ference to  our  Pacific  Railway  policy, 
finds  some  fault  with  the  criticism  which 
was  offered  by  my  hon.  fnend  from 
Samia,  as  to  his  Government  not  having 
built  the  intermediate  link  becween  the 
end  of  the  railAray  starting  from  Lake 
Superior  and  that  section  extending  from 
Red  River  eastward,  and  he  very  ingen- 
uously says  :  "  Would  you  build  the 
intermediate  link  before  you  commence 
the  ends  1  These  are  the  means  by  which 
the  materia]  necessary  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  intermediate  link  are  to  be 
brought  to  it  ;  that  is  the  most  conveni- 
ent way  to  do  it,  and  it  could  not  be 
done  otherwise."  But  hon.  gentlemen 
will  recall  what  happened  in  previous 
years  in  this  House,  and  the  speeches 
made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  when  he 
occupiel  the  position  that  I  now  un- 
worthily fill.  They  will  remember  that 
the  intermediate  link  of  186  miles  wa^ 
not  commenced  because  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  built  at  that  time  ;  and  we 
were  then  told  that  it  might  or  might 
not  be  built  ;  that  it,  at  any  rate,  would 
not  be  built  for  four  or  five  yey rs  ;  but 
that  there  was  to  be  some  other  way  of 
connecting  the  two  ends.  There  was  to 
be  a  water  route  by  way  of  Fort  Frances 
Lock,  and  by  means  of  the  navigation  of 
lakes  and  rivers  between  these  two  sec- 
iiooSy  and  that  this  connection  was  to 
serve  for  years  to  come.  I  am  speaking 
from  memory  merely,  and  a  few  years 
have  elapsed  since  then,  but  I  think  the 
position  taken  by  the  then  Government, 
and  which  I  am  endeavoting  to 
bring  to  the  memory  of  hon. 
gentlemen  was  really  the  spirit 
in  which  my  hon.  friend  de- 
fended the  policy  of  that  Administration. 
His  position  was  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  go  on  with  the  work  upon  that  in- 
termediate section,  but  would  leave  it 
for  fuither  considt^ration,  and  would  not 
construct  it  for  some  yesiis  to  come.  At 
Hon,  Sir  Alex.  CamyheU. 


all  events  that  was  the  course  which  was  . 
defeided  by  the  hon.  gentleman  in  this 
I  House.  That  is  not  the  policy  of  the 
l)re8ept  Adrninistj-ation.  We  found  the 
two  links  in  course  of  construction,  and 
we  took  the  most  prompt  measures  in 
'  our  power  to  put  the  intermediate  link 
under  contract  with  a  view  to  having 
continuous  railway  communication  be* 
j  tween  Lake  Superior  and  Red  River.  I 
j  think  it  is  a  just  matter  for  congratu- 
I  lution,  and  the  country  will  think  so, 
■  that  we  will  have  in  a  sh  rt  time 
!  through  our  own  country  an  outlet  for 
'  the  products  of  tho  North- West,  products 
I  which  I  hope  by  that  time  will  be  in- 
creased very  many  fold.  In  criticising 
the  coui-se  which  the  Government  has 
pursued  in  another  part  of  their  railway 
p  licy — that  part  relating  to  British 
Oolumbii—  the  hon.  gentleman  said  that 
my  hon.  friend  from  Sarnia  had  forgot- 
ten to  mention  that  the  adoption  of  the 
Burrard  Inlet  route  was  merely  carrying 
out  the  policy  of  the  late  Oov,  rumen t 
My  hon.  friend  did  not  say  so,  for  reasons- 
that,  I  suppose,  he  is  best  qualiBed  to 
give,  but  most  probably  because  he  did 
not  think  it  fell  within  his  argument. 
Bat  the  Speech,  if  the  hon.  geutlemaa 
will  glance  at  it,  takes  no  credit  to  this* 
Government  for  the  selection  of  that 
route.  'Ihe  language  is  simply  that  the 
Fraser  River  route  ^as  adopted.  It  is  a 
mere  statement  of  the  fact.  It  was  the 
route  in  fiivor  of  which  we  had  the  strong- 
est evidence.  Having  explored  the  Pine 
River  Pass  and  the  country  north  of  the 
Yellow- Head  Pass,  and  finding  that  the 
railway  could  not  be  constructed  by 
that  way  with  inci-eased  advantages  over 
the  Burrard  Inlet  route,  and  considering 
that  the  latter  was  the  more  southern  in 
latitude  and  p^sied  through  the  best 
populated  country,  and  to  the  best  and 
most  southern  harbor,  it  was  adopted — 
and  we  acted  in  continuation  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  previous  Grovemment.  But 
no  8|)ecial  merit  is  claimed  in  that  con- 
nection. After  having  asked  Parliament 
to  allow  us  to  enquire  into  another  route 
which  had  not  been  considered  or  ex- 
amined, and  after  having  obtained  all  the 
information  we  could  upon  the  subject  of 
that  rout^,  we  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Burrard  Inlet  line  was  the  one 
which  Khould  be  followed.  But  the 
hon.   gentleman  says  that  to  build    i  25 


Digitized  by 


Google 


-20 


Tlie 


[SENATE.] 


Address, 


miles  of  the  road  from  Emory's  Bar  to 
Savona's  Ferry  is  not  really  a  commence- 
ment of  the  work  on  the  Pacific  coaBt,  or 
of  a  section  of  the  Pacific  Railway  ;  but, 
if  1  remember  aright,  that  was  the  plan  of 
the  lat«  Government. 

Hon.  Mr.  AlKINS— Hear,  hear. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— No. 

•Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  — 
They  considered  it  a  commencement  of 
the  Pacific  Railway. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— No. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  — 
The  hon.  gentleman  shakes  his  head, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  I  am  right.  I 
can  hardly  be  mistaken  that  this  125 
miles  was  selected  as  the  portion  of  the 
woik  on  the  Pacific  const  which  they 
would  biggin.  But  the  hon.  gentleman 
says  that  it  begins  nowhere  and  ends  no- 
where, and  asks,  **  Why  did  you  begin 
there  1 "  For  the  very  reasons  that  actu- 
ated the  Government  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
inan — ^that  there  is  steam  communication 
by  water  up  the  Fraser  to  Emory's 
Bar,  and  that  by  constructing  125  miles 
of  railway  from  that  point,  you  carry  the 
steam  communication  to  Kam loops,  where 
there  is  a  large  area  of  ft^rtile  land. 
These  are  the  reasons  which  actuated  us, 
and  the  reasons  which,  I  am  sur?,  actu- 
ated the  late  Government  in  pi-oposing  to 
commence  the  Pacific  Railway  at  the 
very  ])oint  where  we  hav«  begun  to  build 
it ;  and  believing  that  it  was  a  real  com- 
mencement, a  bona  jvlt  commencement, 
the  best  under  all  the  circumstances  that 
could  be  adopted,  we  have  awarded  tht^ 
contracts.  The  hon.  gentleman  exagge- 
rated, I  am  sure  unintentionally,  the 
cost  of  the  work  which  we  have  com- 
menced on  that  side  of  the  continent. 
He  says  that  this  large  ex[>enditure 
will  bring  no  return,  that  there 
are  very  few  inhabitants  there,  and  that 
we  are  simply  wasting  a  large  amount  of 
money  without  effecting  any  good.  Then 
again  comes  the  question,  what  was  the 
proposition  of  the  late  €k)vernment1 
Simply  to  do  the  same  thing. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT.— Na 

Hon.    Sir    ALEX.    CAMPBELL— 
The    hon.  gentleman  shakes   his    head, 
but   I     am    convinced    that     it     was. 
Uwi,  Sir  Alex.  Campbell 


We  were  obliged  to  consider  the  compact 
which  was  made  with  British  Columbia, 
and  the  good  faith  of  this  country  which 
was  pledged  ;  we  were  obliged  to  consi-       | 
der  the  undertaking  which  was   entered 
upon  by  the  Government  of  which  I  was 
a  member  in  former  years,  and  by  .the 
late  Government  of  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  a  member,  which  had  been 
frequently  canvass<;d  on  both  sides  of  the 
conti/ient,  which  had  been  made  the  sub- 
ject 6f  remonstrance,  and  des|>atche8  by 
the  British  Government  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  subject  of  decisions  by  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  in   his   mediation,  so   to 
S[)eak, between  the  Government  of  British 
Columbia  and  this  Government.     It  was 
necessary  for  this  Government  to  proceed 
with  tbe  work  with  promptitude  that  it 
might   be  made   appareno  that  we  were 
desirous  of  maintaining  the  pledged  faith 
of  the  Dominion  and  wished  to  build  the 
road  as  soon  as  we  could  get  i*cliable  in- 
formation after  full  inquiry.     We  have 
undertaken   the    work    on,    I  will    not 
say    the     best     route,     but     the     least 
objectionable      route      that      could    be 
found.       It     was     the     bounden     duty 
of  whatever    Government     was   admin- 
istering the  affairs  of  this  country  to  go 
on  with  that  work  on   the  west  side  of 
the  Rojky  Aiountaius.     The  hon.  gentle- 
man concui's — and  I  feel  grateful  to  hinn 
for  many    parts  of    his  speech — in   the 
pulley  of  the  Government  in  developing 
the   prairie  country  of  the  North-West 
No  doubt  the  more  miles  of  railway  we 
can  build  in  that  portion  of  the  country 
the  bettei  it  will  be  for  the  North-  i-  est, 
and  for  the  Dominion  at  large.     I  should 
be   glad  if  we   could    have  so  managed 
affairs  as  to  have  built  the  railway  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains  before  commencing  in 
British    Columbia,  but  that    would  not 
have  been  keeping  faith  with  that  Pro- 
vince.    But  whiliit  we  are  goin^  on  on 
that   side  of  J;he  continent  we   are  still 
moi*e   actively  pushing  the  works  of  the 
Pacific  Railway  iu   the    great  plains  of 
the  North- West,  where  the  population, 
which  is  ultimately  to   reward  us  for  all 
the  moneys    we  are  expending  and  all 
the  responKibilities  and  anxieties  we  are 
undergoing,   u  to  find  places  and  homes 
and  a  futui'e. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Perhaps  the  hon. 
gentleman   will  just  allow  me  to  recall 
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His  recollection  fco  a  point  which  escaped 
mj  memory  at  the  time  *  I  was  speak- 
ing. Your  own  compact  with  BiitiHh 
Columbia  was  made  subject  to  the  ability 
of  Canada  to  carry  out  the  terms  of 
agreement.  In  the  Act  of  1^74  the 
following  proviso  occurs  : — "  Provided 
always  that  the  resources  of  this  country 
are  equal  to  the  expenditure."  It  was 
on  that  ground  alone  that  I  took  excep- 
tion to  it. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  — 
If  the  plan  which  was  adopted  by 
the  Government  which  left  office  in 
1873  had  been  followed  up,  and  the  rail- 
ways had  been  built,  as  I  btill  believe 
it  could  have  been  by  the  grant  of  land 
and  money,  then,  perhaps,  the  question 
of  its  cost  becoming  a  serious  bunJen  on 
the  people  would  not  have  arisen.  I 
believe  that  the  original  plan  might  have 
been  been  carried  out,  and  would  have 
been  carried  out,  but  for  ^he  unpatriotic 
conrse  pursued  on  this  side  of  the  conti- 
nent. I  believe  it  migh*;  h&ve  been  built 
for  the  thirty  millions  of  dollars  and  the 
fifty  millions  acres  of  land. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT.— TTo. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  hon.  fijentleman  says  '*  No."  I 
still  l>elieve  it,  but  the  question  has 
passed  by.  The  Government  of  Mr  Mac- 
kenzie so  changed  the  mode  of  construct- 
ing the  railway  as  to  maka  it  a  Govern- 
ment work  from  end  to  end  in  construc- 
tion, and  I  fear  hereafter  in  operating  it. 
The  policy  of  their  predecessors,  declared 
to  Parliament  and  expressed  in  resolutions 
of  this  and  the  other  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, was  to  construct  it  by  ptivate  en- 
terprise, aided  by  grants  of  money  and  of 
land  Under  the  changes  thus  forced  on 
the  country,  we  can  but  continue  the 
work  for  the  present,  at  any  rate,  as  a 
Government  work,  but  we  hope  and  be- 
lieve that  we  are  keeping  within  the 
means  of  the  country,  and  I  believe  that 
the  work  will  not  out-run  the  resources 
of  the  Dominion,  and  that  we  still  shall  be 
able  to  cAvry  it  on  without  unduly  bur- 
deaing  the  people.  The  pi*e8snre  of  in- 
terest will  come  upon  us  gradually,  and 
we  Khali  be  able  to  meet  it  without  over- 
weighting the  country,  and  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  k*^p  within  the  spirit  of  the  lan- 
Hon.  Mr.  ScoU. 


guage  that  the  hon.gentleman  has  quoted, 
but  which  the  action  of  the  Government 
of  which  he  was  a  mc^mber  has  rendered 
it  so  difficult  to  comply  with.  He  doubts 
whether  we  are  justified  in  using  the  lan- 
guage which  has  been  emfdoyed  with  re- 
ference to  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  and 
expresses  the  hope  that  we  have  not  ar- 
rived at  the  result  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  Speech  by  starving  the  road  either  in 
its  track  or  rolling  stock.  I  believe  that 
the  economy  has  been  arrived  at  without 
starving  the  road  in  any  respect  It  is 
an  economy  for  which  the  Minister  of 
Railways  and  Canals  is  entitled  to  great 
credit,  and  which  will  surprise  the 
House  when  they  come  to  hear 
the  details  of  the  saving  in  expenses 
which  he  has  made.  It  is  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  $200,000,  and  the  Minister 
has  arrived  at  it  in  economy  of  admi- 
nistration without  starving  the  road,  and 
without  any  infringement  of  those  prin- 
ciples which  should  govern  the  manage- 
ment of  the  n\i]way.  Of  course,  in 
gradually  reaching  the  eqiiilibrium  be- 
tween revenue  and  expenditure,  we  are, 
no  doubtjto  aconsiderable  extent  indebted 
to  the  increase  of  business  over  the  road, 
but  that  of  itself  would  not  have  done  it ; 
and  it  is  not  the  principal  item.  The 
result  has  been  mainly  reached  by 
economy  of  management  on  the  part  of 
my  hon.  friend  the  Minister  of  Railways. 
The  hon.  gentlemen  who  surround  me 
upon  all  sides  from  the  Maiitiroe  Pro- 
vinces, who  have  pei-sonally  been  over 
the  road,  and  who  are  familiar  with  the 
working  of  it,  and  [)ossibly  some  of  them 
with  the  rolling-stock,  and  all  t'lose  con- 
siderations which  should  govern  a  person 
before  expressing  an  opinion,  will 
concur  with  me  in  saying  that  the 
economy  is  one  which  has  been  consistent 
with  good  management  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  roafl.  I  cannot  speak  from 
personal  knowledge,  but  I  s}>eak 
from  information  derived  from  the 
Department. which  is  charged  with  the 
manat^ement  of  that  work.  My  hon. 
friend  refen^ed  to  the  Indians.  I,  of 
course,  join  him  in  all  he  has  said  on 
that  subject.  It  is  a  most  lamentable 
thing  that  we  have  to  nndei'take 
the  sustenance  of  large  bodies  of  Indians, 
and  may  have  to  do  so  permanently  in 
the  future,  but  in  that  respect  the  Gov- 
ernment has    not   been  idle.     We  have 
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Bet  about  getting  the  Indians  placed  on 
the  reserves  to  teach  them  farming. 
We  have  sent  agents  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  them  together,  and  farmers  to 
instruct  them  in  agriculture,  and  wo  are 
endeavoring,  as  far  as  it  is  in  human 
power  to  do,  to  induce  the  Indians  to 
live  upon  homes  of  their  own,  and  to 
look  for  sustenance  to  their  own  industry 
rather  than  to  the  chase  and  their  tish- 
iug.  The  hon.  gentleman,  in  reference 
to  the  question  which  is  mentioned  in 
one  of  the  latter  pai'agi'a^hs — the  ap- 
pointment of  a  representative  of  Canada 
in  London,  and  trade  witii  foreign  na- 
tions— says  he  finds  no  reference  in  the 
Speech  to  negotiations  mentioned  in  the 
Speech  of  last  Session  with  France  and 
Spain.  The  hon.  gentleman  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  we  do  not  at  all  despair  of 
a  successful  result  of  those  negotiations 
even  yet.  The  negotiations  with  France 
promise<l  great  success.  I  think  I  men- 
tioned in  the  House  last  year  that  the 
then  Government  or  Fiunce  had  agreed 
to  the  terms  proposed  on  behalf  of  Can- 
ada, and  that  it  was  supposed  at  the 
time  I  was  addressing  the  House  that 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  would  have 
adopted  the  proposition  made  to  the 
Government ;  but  their  system  of  ad- 
ministration is  different  from  ours.  lo 
is  not  one  of  Responsible  Government, 
and  although  the  proposition  came  to 
the  Chamber  from  the  Government  it 
was  not  acceptable  to  the  House,  buc 
was  postponed  with  a  view  to 
bringing  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Chamber,  at  one  time,  the 
trade  relations  of  France  upon  the  same 
subject  with  other  countries.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  from  lettei*s  which 
have  arrived  in  this  country  within  the 
last  month  or  so  that  a  change  is  still 
likely  to  be  adopted  by  Fiunce  and  th>«t  it 
may  beone  which  will  still  benefit  thiscoun- 
try,  although  not  to  the  extent  we  then 
hoped  for.  With  i-eference  to  the  ne- 
gotiations with  S|»ain  they  were  conduct- 
4ed  up  to  this  ))oiut  :  they  were  to  affect 
our  relations  principally  with  Cuba.  At  the 
time  that  they  were  broken  olf  a  deputa- 
tion from  Cuba  wasexpected  in  Madrid,and 
our  negotiations  were  i)ostponed  until  their 
arrival.  The  Spanish  Government  desir- 
ed to  enlarge  the  basis  of  negotiations 
and  to  consider  terms  which  would  em- 
brace the  products  of  Cuba  and  also  those 
Hon.  tSir  Alex.  Campbell. 


of  Spain,  and  the  terms  of  their  admis- 
sion into  Canada.  This  delayed  our  efforts 
in  Spain  last  year,  and  gave  rise  to  the 
necessity  of  seeking  new  |>owers  from  the 
Imperial  Governtrient,  and  the  postpone- 
ment in  consequence  to  this  year.  We 
hope  that  the  successful  termination  of 
this  matter  may  be  one  of  the  results  to 
follow  our  having  a  representative  of  our 
own  in  England  who  will  watch  particu- 
larly over  such  matters,  and  be  specially 
charged  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  our 
interest*)  are  represented  in  any  negotia- 
tions between  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  in  regard  to  trade  relations. 
We  will  all  admit  that  it  is  eminently 
danirable  that  such  should  be 
the  case.  We  know  more  about  our 
own  interests  and  how  to  servo 
them,  how  deal  with  them  in  detail,  than 
any  ambHSsador  or~|>ei'son  employed  by 
the  British  Government  outside  of  this 
Dominion  could  possibly  know  ;  and  ia 
sending  vo  England  a  person  representing 
us  here,  and  giving  him  power  to  act  tor 
us,  he  will  be  recognized  by  Her  Majesty 
as  our  repi*esentative,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  can  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  Dominion  in  all  negotiations  in  refer- 
ence to  our  trade  relations  in  the  future. 
In  this  res)>ect,  and  in  all  others  that  I 
have  mentioneti,  1  think  the  €k}vernment 
can  say  that  they  are  alive  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  and  are  active  in  all 
directions  to  take  whatever  steps  seem  to 
them  likely  to  conduce  to  its  p/osperity  ; 
whereas  the  late  Government  folded  their 
arms  when  they  were  in  pow<^r,  and  said  : 
"  Let  us  wait ;  Providence  will  come." 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— And  Pr^videnon 
came. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  — 
Well,  if  Providence  has  cooje,  it  has 
come  to  ud  and  did  not  come  to  th<*  hon. 
gentlemen.  It  shows  how  many  advan- 
tages we  have  over  them,  and  it  shows 
also — at  least  we  have  endeavored  to 
show—that  we  have  deserved  those  ad* 
vantages.  The  hon.  gentleman  found 
fault  with  the  modesty  of  the 
expre&sions  used  in  that  paragraph 
of  the  Speech  which  relates  to  the  effect 
of  the  change  mule  list  Session  in  the 
tariff,  and  says  that  only  some  filteen  or 
sixteen  thousand  people  have  beeft 
benefited  by  it,  and  they  at  the  expense 
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of  the  rest  of  the  community. 
WhII,  I  do  not  wish  now  to  discuss  the 
tarit1'question;the  language  of  the  Speech  is 
mo'lerate  in  tone,  because  we  did  nut 
wish  to  pi*e8ent  any  view  which 
could  not  readily  he  concurred  in  ;  but 
merit  and  modesty  often  go  together,  and 
the  hon.  gentleman  will  tind  that  wc  have 
not  been  disappointed  in  the  effects  of  our 
tariff.  The  country  at  laj'ge  approved 
heartily  of  our  intended  chauge  in  Sep- 
tember, 1»78,  and  nothing  has  occurred 
fiiuce  to  make  us  doubt  their  continued 
support,  or  to  give  the  hon.  gentleman 
any  hope  of  our  having  disappointed 
those  who  placed  their  trust  in  our 
« vowed  policy, 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— As  several 
hon.  meinbers  in  this  House  desire  to 
flpeak  on  the  question,  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  debate  be  adjourned  until  Mon- 
day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  t3. 

The  House  aJjoumed  at  5.30  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Monday,  February  16th,  18S0. 

The  Members  of  the  Senate  were  in- 
formed that  a  Commission  under  the 
Gre;it  Seal  had  been  issued,  appointing 
the  Hon.  Amos  Edwin  Botsford  to  be  the 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

The  Commission  was  then  re;id  by  the 
Clerk. 

The  doors  were  opened  at  4.30  p.m. 


THE  ADDEESS. 
THE   DEBATE  CONTINUED. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
calleti — resuming  the  adjourned  debate 
on  the  motion  of  Hon.  Mr.  Trudel,  to 
present  an  Address  to  His  Excellency 
the  Qovernor-(»eneral  offering  him  the 
resfiectful  thanks  of  the  Senate  for  his 
gracious  Speech  to  Parliament — 

Hon.    Mr.   SCOTT  said— Before    the 

Hon.    Senator      from    Woodstock    (Mr. 

Alexander),    proceeds    to    address      the 

House,  perhaps   he   would   allow  me  to 

Hon*  JSior  Alex,  CainpbelL 


call  attention  to  what  is  an  unintentional 
error  on  the  part  of  th.-  hon.  and  gallant 
knight  who  represents  the  Government 
in  this  House. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Not 
gallant ;  not  being  in  the  army. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— -Hea  J  of  the  Cana- 
dian  army.  It  is  with  refeience  to  a 
statement  about  the  building  of  the  inter- 
mediate link  between  the  line  of  railway 
which  extends  from  Thunder  Bay  west- 
ward to  the  line  from  Red  River  ea^t- 
ward.  The  inference  from  the  langM>«ge 
he  used  would  be  that  the  policy  of  the 
late  Government  was  to  postpone  the 
construction  of  that  intermediate  link  to 
some  indefinite  ])eriod.  Now,  as  the 
woik  was  in  progress  up  to  English  River, 
a  point  forty  or  fifty  miles  bi^yond  where 
the  water  stretches  vid  Rainy  River 
could  be  availed  of,  it  Is  quite  obvious  that 
the  intention  of  the  late  Government 
was  to  construct  the  intermediate 
link.  In  fact  the  late  Administration, 
in  May.  1878,  called  for  tenders  for 
the  construction  of  the  entire  Facifio 
Railway  line,  under  the  Act  of  1874; 
that  is,  paying  $10,000  per  mile,  and 
granting  20,000  acres  of  land,  and  four 
per  cent,  upon  a  sum  fixed  by  the  con- 
tractor for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years. 
That  was  widely  advertised  in  England 
and  Canada,  and  fearing  lest  suitable 
tenders  might  not  be  received  for  the 
portion  more  immediately  to  be  con- 
structed, that  is,  between  Lake  Superior 
and  Red  River,  the  Government  in 
August  1878,  advertised  for  tenders 
under  the  cash  system  for  the  inter- 
mediate link.  I  have  in  my  hands  here 
the  Toronto  Ghbe  of  August  l6th,  1878, 
in  which  tendei-s  for  the  grading,  ti-ack- 
laying,  etc.,  are  called  for.  It  reads  : 
**  Sealed  tenders  will  be  i-eceived  by  the 
undersigned,  until  the  1st  January  next, 
for  the  construction  of,"  etc.  Then  it 
goes  on  to  describe  the  portions  of  the 
railway  for  which  tenders  were  asked. 
The  first  distance  was  forty  miles,  near 
£iifi;Ush  River  to  Raleigh  ;  the  next  from 
Raleigh  to  Eagle  River  ;  and  the  third 
fi-om  Eagle  River  to  KeeWatin.  The 
time  fixed  was  the  1st  January,  and  the 
policy  of  the  late  Gt>vernment  was,  of 
course,  to  submit  the  several  classes  of 
tenders  to  Parliament.    It  is  unnecessary 
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to  say  that  with  all  the  advertisement 
that  the  scheme  received  ia  the  English 
market,  no  capitalists  tendered  for  the 
construction  of  the  entire  line  under  the 
first  proposition.  Tenders  were  receiv- 
ed, however,  for  building  the  intermedi- 
ate link.  It  was  on  those  tenders  that 
the  present  Government  acted  on  giving 
out  the  contracts  for  constructing  the  line 
fi-om  English  River  to  Keewatin. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX  CAiVIPBELL— I  do 
not  think  I  have  anything  to  correct  in 
what  I  said  last  Friday.  I  have  not 
seen  the  newspaper  report  of  it,  but  what 
I  said  was  substantially  this  :  That  the 
prasent  Government  on  entering  office 
had  put  under  contract  the  intermediate 
link  ;  that  that  had  not  been  done  by  the 
late  Govemraent,  and  that  I  had  heard 
the  hon.  gentleman  himself  state  two  or 
three  times  in  this  House,  while  he  was 
a  member  of  the  late  Administration, 
that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  his  Gov- 
ernment to  go  on  with  that  intermediate 
link;  that  it  was  i*eserved  for  future  con- 
sidei-atiom.  This  was  the  statement  I 
referred  to,  and  it  was  made  several 
times  in  this  House  by  the  hon. 
gentleman.  The  course  which  the 
tho  late  Government  puisued  anterior  to 
the  election  of  1878  did  not  form  the 
subject  of  discussion  the  other  day,  in  the 
debate  on  the  Address,  in  anyway  that  I 
know  of.  The  hon.  gentleman  took  oc- 
casion, in  his  remarks,  to  say  that  my 
hon.  friend  from  DeSala berry  (Mr. 
Trudel),  in  his  speech,  had  forg  itten  to 
state  that  the  Ute  Government  intended 
to  have  gone  on  with  that  work — that  it 
was  a  part  of  their  p.>licy.  He  forgot,  in 
the  meantime,  to  make  any  mention  of 
the  policy  of  uiilizing  the  water  stretches, 
which  he  had  enlarged  upon  so  re|)eatedly. 
He  said  nothing  in  regard  to  the  policy 
of  taking  up  the  traffic  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  1 1 0  miles  of  road  from 
Red  River  to  Keewatin,  and  con- 
veying it  by  water  to  the  other 
110  miles  of  i*ail^vay  from  the  eastern 
end  of  the  water  stretcher  to  Thunder 
Bay.  While  he  was  a  member  of  the 
late  Adipinistration  he  repeatedly  told 
us  that  that  wa-*  their  policy,  and  I 
spoke  in  allusion  to  that  in  the  remarks 
which  1  made  last  Friday.  The  adver- 
tisement for  tenders,  prior  to  the  elec- 
tions in  1878,  did  not  form  a  topic  of 
Hon.  Mr,  Scott 


discussion.  I  made  no  allusion  to  it  izk 
any  way,  and  had  no  knowledge  of  it. 
The  hon.  gentleman  is  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  any  tenders  from  that  adver- 
tisement were  among  those  accepted  by 
the  Government. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Oh,  yes.  The  hon. 
gentleman    will  find  that  I  am  correct. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKTNS— The  hon.  gentle- 
man is  mistaken. 

Hon.  Sir  'ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
New  tenders  were  advertised  for  and 
received.  In  fact,  up  to  that  time,  the 
surveys  had  not  been  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced to  enable  us  to  call  for  tenders. 
My  colleague's  recollection-  of  the  matter 
is  the  same  as  mine,  that  no  tenders  re- 
ceived by  the  late  Government  were 
acted  upon  by  the  present  Administra- 
tion. But  that  is  apart  from  the  sub- 
ject The  point  which  I  wished  to 
make  was  this  :  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
took  credit  to  his  Government  for  having 
intended  to  construct  the  intermediate 
link,  while  I  am  ^uit-e  confident  that  he 
frequently  stated  in  this  House  that  such 
was  not  the  intention  of  his  Government. 

Hon.  ^  Mr.  SCOTT— That  statement 
was  made  as  far  back  as  1875,  and  that 
is  ^ve  years  ago.  Certainly  after  the 
abandonment  of  the  Rainy  River  im- 
provement, it  was  not  the  policy  of  the 
Government 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  Rainy  River  improvem«^nt  never 
was  abandoned.  The  work  at  ¥bvt 
Frances  Lock  was  actually  going  on 
when  we  camo  into  office ;  and  we  stop- 
ped it. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— It  was  abandoned 
in  1877— as  far  back  as  that. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
How  abandoned  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Tlie  railroad  waft 
put  under  contract  as  far  as  English 
River, 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPRELTi— But 

we  stopped   the  works  at  Fort  Franoeft 
Lock. 
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Hon.  Mr.  SOOTT— We  proceeded 
with  the  construction  of  Fort  Frances 
Lock  because  we  thought  it  better  to 
complete  it  after  so  much  had  been  ex- 
pended upon  it.  But  we  had  commenced 
the  construction  of  the  line  as  far  as 
English  River. 

Hon.  Mr.  A.IKINS— The  lock  waa. 
not  completed  by  the  hon.  gentleman's 
Government.  In  fact  it  is  not  completed 
yet. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— It  was  stopped  by 
the  present  Government,  but  our  inten- 
tion was  to  have  completed  it,  because 
we  thought  it  better  to  do  so  after  the 
work  had  been  so  fur  advance<i. 
Our  policy  was  to  go  on  with' 
the  intermediate  link  as  soon  as 
sections  then  under  contract  were 
com{>leted,  so  that  we  could  get  materials 
and  supplies  to  the  country  through 
which  the  line  was  to  be  constructed.  I 
t^nk  that  my  hon.  friend  will  find  it  was 
on  our  advertisement  and  on  the  tenders 
received  by  us  that  the  work  was  given 
out. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
think  not. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— I  beg  *the  hon. 
'  gentleman's  pardon.  His  Government 
divided  it  into  three  sections  and  called 
for  tenders  for  those  sections.  After  the 
change  of  Goverumenr,,  new  tenders  were 
asked  for  and  the  work  was  divided  into 
two  sections,  so  that  the  work  could  not 
have  been  given  out  in  the  way  that  hon. 
gentleman  suggests. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Before 
resuming  the  debate  upon  the  Address, 
perhaps  I  might  be  permitted  to  embrace 
thi80p{K>rtunity  to  state  that  I  share  very 
sincerely  the  regi-et  which  has  been  fell 
by  the  House  on  being  apprised  of  the 
illness  of  the  Speaker.  And  I  desire  to 
add  that  I  am  sure  no  appointment  could 
have  been  made  by  the  Government 
which  would  be  more  acceptable  to  this 
House  than  that  of  mj  hon.  friend  now 
in  the  chair.  He  ii  a  gentleman  who 
has  been  long  in  the  Parliament  of  his 
country,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  him.  I  am  sure  he  will  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  that  position  in  a 
Hon.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


manner  not  only  creditable  to  himself, 
but  to  reflect  honor  upon  this  Chauiber. 
The  leader  of  the  Government,  who  spoke 
last,  claimed  credit  that  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  had  been  so  perfectly  drawn 
that  it  was  difficult  even  tor  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  find  one  salient  point 
of  attack.  If  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  so  impregnable,  I  feel,  hon. 
gentlemen,  that  I  should  be  only  wasting 
the  time  of  this  House  to  attempt  any 
further  criticism.  I  congratulate  my  hon. 
friend  upon  the  state-craft  shewn  in  that 
document.  Now,  I  do  not  purpose  re- 
ferring to  the  speeches  of  th*^  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  Address,  further  than  to 
express  my  a<l miration  of  the  ability 
which  they  both  displayed  in  discharging 
their  duty.  There  is  great  utility  and 
value  in  this  old  practice  of  Parliament, 
ofiering  to  us,  as  i^epresentatives 
of  the  people,  so  lavorable  an 
opportunity  of  reviewing  the  general 
policy  of  the  Administration.'  While  I 
do  not  pur;K)se  to  review  the  whole,  I 
desire  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity 
of  making  some  comments  im  the  success 
or  want  of  success  of  the  new  commercial 
policy  inaugurated  last  year.  I  am  sure 
that  no  better  proof  of  the  soundn**ss  and 
success  of  that  policy  could  be  advanced 
than  the  fact  of  so  little  hostile  criticism 
being  made  by  any  portion  of  the  press 
of  the  country.  The  hon.  seconder  of  the 
Address  has  justly  observed  that  there 
are  politicians  who  will  endeavor  to  prove 
the  policy  of  any  Government  to  be 
wrong.  There  are  some  politicians  who, 
even  when  the  country  is  prospering, 
will  not  admit  that  the  policy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration is  right ;  but  the  very  fact 
of  so  little  criticisui — so  little  hostile 
criticism — having  aj)i)eared  in  any  part 
of  the  Dominion,  is,  I  think,  the  best 
proof  that  the  new  commercial  policy  has 
been  a  great  success.  I  am  sure  that 
nothing  has  transpired  to  show  that 
there  has  been  any  material  change 
in  the  public  sentiment  which 
pi-evailedon  the  17th  of  September,  1^J78. 
I  am  sure* that  every  man  ol  intelligence 
who  is  not  a  mere  partizan  n»ust  feel  that 
such  a  policy  was  tlie  only  one  that  could 
rescue  the  country  from  the  depressed 
state  into  which  all  our  industries  had 
fallen.  We  all  lememb^T  how  our  most 
enterprising  men  had  been  overpowered 
by   the   manufacturers   of    the    United 
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States  having  made   a  slaughter  markt^t 
of  Canada.      We  have  not   yet  seen  the 
full  result  of  that  coairaercial  policy,  hut 
ipfe   mu;t  all    admit  that  the  evils  under 
which    we  laboivd   have  been    somewha!: 
diminished.     The  old  cry  of  the  free  tra- 
ders,   which  was   so  delusive  to  the  un- 
educated   and    the    unenlightened,    that 
they    should   be   allowed  to  huy  in  the 
cheapest  market  and  sell  in  the  dearest, 
is  a  principle  which  is  now  better  under- 
stood  than  it  was  in    those   days.     The 
fanners  of  this  country,  whiln  they  admit 
that  principle  in    the  abstract,  know  the 
value  of  having  the   markets  of  Canada 
fur    the  ])roducts  of  Canadian  industry. 
They    know   how    necessary    it   is    that 
the   Gi>vernraent  should   fostiT  in  eve»-y 
possible   way  those  industries  that  will 
create  wealth   and   give  employment  tc* 
the    people   of  the  country  ;  they  know 
that  the  value  of  developing  our  native 
resources,  and  they  are  aware  from  past 
histoiy  that  every  country  which  de|>ends 
solely  upon  agricultuit?  remains  comjmra- 
tively  poor  and  without  influence  in  the 
world.     Those  who  advocate  free    trade 
principles    must  have  felt  that  had    we 
continued  that  policy,  it  would  have  led 
only  to  national  diBtre.ss  and  discontent. 
Our  trade   was  rapidly    being  absorbetl 
and  destroyed  by  our  powerfi*!  neighbors, 
and  had  it  continued  our  peoide    would 
have  become  so  impoverished  that  the  only 
means  of  lescue  would  have  been  to  fall 
into  the  arn'S  of  the  United  States.     For 
this  they  were  not  prepared,  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  at  tliis  moment  there  could 
not  be  found  in  the  Dominion  ten  men 
who  would  raise  their  voices  for  annexa 
tion  or  independence,  and  he  who  would 
do  so  would  be  looked  upon  as  jaundiced 
fmm  some  misfortune  or  nientjil  disorder. 
We  all  feel  the  «dvant4Xges  which  we  en- 
joy, under  the  shield  of  the  old  flag,  as  the 
rising  portion  of  that  empire  upon  which 
the  sun  never  sets  ;  we  all  feel  the  com- 
mercial advantages  we  enjoy  in  our  con- 
nection with  Great  Britain  ;  we  enjoy  the 
pi-otection   of  the  greatest  power   in  the 
world,  without  sharing    the  expense   of 
maintaining  her  standing  army,  and  I  am 
sure  there  is   not  one  of  us  who  has  not 
felt  that   the   Impeiial  Government  hdS 
long   shown,  by  their  every  act,  the   do- 
■flire  to  strengthen  the  feeling  of  devotion 
4ind  of  loyalty  to  the  Mother  Country  m 
thLj  part  of  thp  Empire.   In  no  way  have 
Hon.  Mr,  Alexander. 


they  shown  this  so  much  as  in  the  selee- 
tion  they  have  ro:ide  of  those  ])ersonage8 
who  have  been  deputed  to  represent  their 
Sovereign    in    British  America      Those 
who    have  er joyed  that  distinction  have 
been  noblemen  of  the  highest   standing 
who  have  discharged  their  duty  faithfully 
and    have    earned    for    themselves    the 
4j;ratitude  and  devotion  of  our  peoplo.     I 
am  sure  that  the  advantages  we  now  en- 
joy in   having  a  daughter  of  the  Royal 
▲iouse  in  our  midst,  and  her  distinguish- 
ed husband,  is  One  that  we    warmly  ai>- 
preciate.      No    greater     proof    of    Her 
Majesty's   confidence  and  regard  for  this 
Colony  of  the   Empire  could  be  shown. 
We   all  d'^eply  deplore   the  unfortunate 
accident  that  occurred  to  the  Yioe-R^al 
party  on   Saturday  night,  and  I  am  snre 
the  whole  of  our   people  throughout  the 
Dominion  are  thankful  to  a  higher  Provid- 
ence thnt  the  i-esult  of  that  accident  was 
not  more  serious.     If  the  people  of  Can- 
ada have  anything   to  complain  of  it  is 
the  evils  which  they   hs  va  brought  up^n 
themselves.     Many   of  us   begin    to  feel 
that  we   are    governed   too  muoh — that 
we  have  too  much  legislative  machinery, 
too    many   Legislatures,  and  too   many 
officials     from     one    end    of    the     Do> 
minicn  to  the    other.      When   we  look 
at  the   ^reat    commercial    stiuggle   our 
country  nas  been  passing    through,  and 
consider   the  amount    of    governmental 
machinery  wo  have   to  support,  it  seems 
as  if  the  multitude  was   too  great  who 
live  on    the   revenues  of  the  country, — 
who  live  n[)on  the   fruits  of  the  people's 
industry.      This   evil    is    one,  however, 
that  has   been   called    into  existence  by 
the  people   themselv**8.     They    are    not 
satisfied  unless  they  have  their  Township 
Councils,  their    County    Councils,  their 
Local    Legislatures     and    the    General 
Parliament.      If   they    only    had    faith 
in  the  wisdom   of  throwing  the   whole 
work  upon   one  legislature,  what  a  vast 
amount  of  money    would    be  saved.     I 
do  not   hesi'ate  to    say    that  my  own 
I  opinion  is  that  the   Dominion  would,  be 
I  far     better     and      more      economically 
'  governed      to-day      if      we      had      no 
I  Local  Legislatui-es,  and  the  whole  work 
!  of  legislation  and  Excutive  Government 
I  thrown  u|X}n  us.       Vvhy  should  Outario 
,  ^y   they   have    no  confidence     in    the 
,  Federal  Parliament  1     Our  whole  popula- 
I  tion  is  only  the  population   of  the   oit^ 
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x>r  London.  Is  not  Great  Britain  satis- 
faictorily  governed  under  a  legislative 
union  %  it  is  true  there  are  evils  com- 
plkined  ol*  in  Ireland,  still,  Great  Britaiuj 
the  grtiatest  empire  in  the  world,  is  satis- 
fied with  a  legislative  union.  We  hear 
our  fieople  on  all  sides  complaining  of 
tiie  ex|)ense  of  government  and  extra- 
vagant expenditures.  Why  not  diminish 
this  expenditure  hy  the  ai>olition  of  the 
Provincial  Legislatures]  The  industry  of 
this  country  is  very  great,  and  its  enter- 
prise has  been  nnsurp«issed,  but  with  all 
our  progress  we  are  not  to-day  a  wealthy 
people.  We  have  a  great  appeaiunce  of 
"Wealth.  We  have,  no  doul)t,  prosperous 
towns  to  all  appfarance ;  we  have  fine 
cities  and  palatial  residences,  but  fre- 
quently without  income  to  live  in  them. 
1  should  not  be  doing  my  duty  to  Par- 
liament if  I  did  not  state  my  own 
impressions  as  to  the  condition  of  affairs. 

I  think  that  many  of  the  richest  and 
most  enterprising  men  have  l)ecoin«  poor, 
and  there  h^us  been  more  or  less  a  want  of 
employment  for  the  laboring  classes. 
The  country  is  o verweigh t*?d ;  every  cor- 
poration is  loaded  with  debt.      From  the 

II  mall  est  town  or  village  to  the  largest 
city,  they  are  all  so  overloaded  with  debt 
that  a  multitude  of  our  people  complain  j 
of  the  burden  of  taxation,  and  I  think 
the  evils  of  the  body  politic  ai^e  fosi^^red 
an<l  multiplied  by  the  Local  Lt?gislatures. 
If  hon.  gentlemen  will   l>ear  with  me  fo 

a  moment  I  shall  give  you  one  page  from 
the  history  of  Ontario,  to  show  you  how 
the  system  has  been  working.  Ihere  is 
a  class  of  politicians  and  traders  who 
<levote  themselves  to  the  work  of  school- 
ing the  people  to  think  that  they  cannot 
have  too  many  railways,  and  that  they 
eanU'it  go  too  deeply  into  debt  for  the 
purp«»se  of  multiplying  railways  through 
the  different  counties  of  Ontario.  Certain 
districts,  not  satisfied  with  having  }ili*eady 
two  railways  traversing  them,  have 
been  milled  by  a  dangerous  class  of  un- 
acrupulons  schemers  to  gmnt  subsidies 
to  a  third  road.  The  Local  Government 
virtuously  steps  in,  by  way  of  strength 
euing  their  political  power,  and  gi*ants  a 
large  subsidy.  They  do  not  pretend  that 
thet*e  is  any  stock  list  of  Xhe  company. 
The  scheme  is  nothing  more  or  less  than 
one  conceived  and  inaugurated  by  a  few 
neifink  men  to  enable  them  to  dupe  the 
people  of  the  rural  districts  and  eniich 
Hon,  Mr..  Alexander, 


themselves  out  of  the  spoil.  Such  men 
are  a  scourge  to  this  fair  and  beautiful 
Dominion  in  which  we  live.  The  sub- 
sidies of  certain  municipalities  and  the 
Local  Government  emible  them  to  com- 
mence work,  but  not  to  finish  the  road. 
Their  procedure,  then,  under  most  di»- 
creditable  legislation  obtained  from  the 
Locil  Government,  is  to  traverse  and  in- 
jure the  farms  of  our  industrious  settlers, 
knowing  that  they  have  no  money  to  pay 
them.  If  those  farmers  try  to  obtain 
compensation  for  the  destruction  of  their 
properties,  they  are  met  by  a  hordc»  of 
lawyers, — the  kind  of  men  to  defeat 
e  /ery  honest  effort  to  obtain  justice.  And 
this  is  a  free  country  in  which  we  live  I 
We  bnhold,  daily,  private  rights  trampled 
under,  our  honest,  industrious  ]iopulation 
deprived  of  the  property  they  have  obtain- 
ed by  great  labour  and  toil,  under  the 
legislation  of  one  of-  those  Local  Parlia- 
ments. It  is  surpri.sing  to  me  that  our 
|)eople  have  peacably  borne  with  the 
wrong  and  injustice.  I  have  known  some 
who  are  seriously  thinking  of  leiving  their 
(Id  homes  to  go  elsn where.  Tiieir  feel- 
ing is,  thit  tliei*e  is  no  protection  of 
private  rights,  and,  unfortunately,  there  is 
no  public  sentiment,  as  in  England,  to  put 
down  abandoned  mentbers  of  the  legal 
profession.  Peaceable  and  industrious 
citizens  have  no  particular  love  for  the 
law  courts  where  such  legislation  is  ad- 
ministered, and  their  only  course  is  to 
choose  another  locality  where  there  are 
less  troublesome  and  obnoxious  elements. 
I  consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  advert  to 
such  facts,  as  it  is  the  province  and  duty 
of  Parliament  to  provide  for  the  protection 
of  private  rights  and  private  property. 
And  now,  I  desire  to  refer  to  one  of  tho 
evils  which  we  shall  have  to  combat 
most  strenuously  in  the  Dominion  Par- 
liament if  we  are  to  preserve  the  public 
credit  and  liecome  in  the  future  a  great 
country.  No  member  of  Parliament  is 
moie  favorable  than  I  am  to  the  projec- 
tion of  every  ]>ul»lie  work  which  will 
lead  to  a  corresponding  increase  of  our 
jKjpulation,  trade  and  revenue.  We  must 
expect  that  the  pul>lic  debt  of  the  Domi- 
nion will  increase,  in  order  to  open  out 
our  magnificent  country  of  the  North- 
West.  It  has  been  necessary  for  our 
Government  to  construct  and  operate  the 
Intercolonial  Railway  and  further  the 
Railway  from  Prince  Arthur's  Landing 
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to  Selkirk  as  a  Government  work.  But 
I  am  of  the  number  who  hold  that  all 
railways  west  of  the  Red  River  should 
]>e  bailt  by  private  enterprise, — by  pri- 
vate chartered  companies,  with  grants  of 
land  and  money.  We  should  make  thot 
magnificent  territory  build  its  own  roads. 
And  in  no  case  should  we  operate  any 
railwa}S  as  Government  works  where 
it  is  possible  to  place  them  advantageously 
in  the  hands  of  reliable  chartered  compa- 
nies. We  all  know  under  what  disadvan- 
tageous circumstances  our  Government 
must  operate  all  such  Government  works, 
and  that  the  Dominion  will  be  exposed  to 
never-ceasing  deficits,  which  will  be  a 
source  of  irritation  to  our  people  for  all 
time  to  come.  The  Washington  Gov- 
ernment never  constructed  or  operated  a 
mile  of  railway  in  their  whole  territory, 
and  we  should  be  acting  wisely  to  follow 
their  example  and  endeavor  to  get  most 
of  our  Government  railways  into  the 
hands  of  reliable  private  chartered  coip- 
panies.  I  fear  that  I  have  been  trespass- 
ing too  long  upon  the  kind  indulgence  of 
the  House,  and  must  draw  my  remarks 
to  a  conclusion.  If  we  are  to  preserve 
the  credit  of  this  country  and  build  up  a 
great  future,  we  must  watch  very  jeal- 
ously the  legion  of  claims  upon  the 
Government  for  sectional  improvements. 
The  Government  of  the  day  is  unceasingly 
harassed^by  the  nmltitude  of  such  claims. 
We  must  in  this  Chamber  exercise  a  firm 
and  concroUing  power  to  prevent  too 
rapid  an  increase  of  the  public  debt  for 
premature  and  unworthy  objects.  The 
future  of  the  Dominion  is  entirely  in  our 
hands,  and  I  cannot  but  express  my 
own  feeling  and  conviction  that  we  have 
at  this  moment  the  ablest  and  best  of  our 
public  men  at  the  helm  of  affairs. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— In  common 
with  every  other  member  of  the  House, 
I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  gentleman 
who  was  so  lecently  appointed  our 
Speaker  should  have  been  able  to  occupy 
the  chair  so  short  a  time ;  and  I  am 
pleased  to  know  that  so  good  a  substitute 
Las  been  found.  With  reference  to  the 
appointment  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the 
Government,  I  think  the  House  will  feel, 
particularly  at  a  time  like  this,  when 
the  subjects  of  backing  and  cunrency  are 
about  to  be  consi<lered  by  the  Legislature 
uid  dealt  with  by  the  Government,  that 
Hon,  Mr.  Alexander. 


it  is  a  very  fortunate  and  desirable  thing- 
that  a  gentleman  should  have  become  a 
member  of  the  Government  who  has  a 
very  large  stake  in  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  and  whose  views  on  this  subject 
are  pretty  sure  to  be  sound  and  conser- 
vative. It  affords  •  the  country  some 
guarantee  that  the  rumors  which  we 
have  heard,  that  the  Government  were 
disposed  to  go  a  certain  distance  outside 
of  what  h^  heretofore  been  regarded  as 
a  sound  financial  course,  are  not  correct. 
There  is  one  other  matter  that  has  not 
been  alluded  to  by  any  previous  speaker, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  an 
omission  on  the  part  of  this  House  if  it 
should  not  be  mentioned.  I  refer  to  the  fact 
that  since  our  last  meeting — ainoe  the 
last  session  of  Parliament — Her  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  confer  the  honor  of 
knighthood  upon  the  gentleman  who  since 
1867  has  so  ably  and  admirably  led  this 
House.  As  one  member  of  the  Senate,  I 
feel  that  I  have  reason  to  congmtulate 
myself,  and  I  believe  that  every  member 
of  this  House  shares  the  f^'oliiig.  There 
is  no  doubt  that,  if  the  hoaor  of  knight- 
hood had  never  been  bestowed  in*  thi» 
country  on  anyone  less  worthy  of  it  tLan 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  leads  this  House, 
then  it  would  be  univeraally  regarded  as 
an  honor  indeed.  There  is  also  another 
matter  that  I  should  like  to  say  some- 
thing about  before  dealing  with  the 
speech  of  Ilis  Excellency,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
moved  the  Address  in  reply  to  the  S[)eech 
from  the  Throne  :  that  Is,  that  while  it 
is  no  doubt  a  very  desirable  thing  that 
we  should  have  a  gentleman  of  Mr. 
Macphei-son's  ability  and  experience  in 
the  Government,  still  there  are  some 
members  of  the  House  who  might  take 
exception  to  the  fact  that  we  have  in  the 
Senate  three  members  of  the  Government 
all  from  the  one  Province,  ami  that  Pro- 
vince the  one  which  is  supposed 
just  now  to  exercise  a  prepondei-ating  in- 
fluence in  the  Government  of  the  coun- 
try. 1  shall  not  say  anything  more  about 
it,  but  merely  remark  that  if  it  had  hap- 
pened under  another  regime  I  know  that 
a  great  deal  would  have  been  said  upoi> 
the  subject,  and  it  is  worthy  of  some 
attention.  I  do  not  propose  to  say  much 
about  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Woodstock  (Mr.  Alexander)  forth© 
reason  that  the  greater  part  of  it  did  not 
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><leal  with  the  matter  before  the  House. 
1  do  not  see  that  we  are  just  now  con- 
•ceroed  with  the  doings  of  any  legislature 
in  the  union.  What  might  have  been 
done  wrongly  by  the  Legislature  of  On- 
tario is  not  before  us.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man can  have  an  oppoitunity  to  bring 
that  before  us  in  a  regular  inanner  if  he 
thinks  it  desirable,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
is  proper  now,  ^nd  I  for  one  must  pro- 
test against  his  theory  that  a  legislative 
anion  would  be  a  desirable  thing. 

Hon.  Mr.  CH  APAIS— Hear,  hear. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  think  that 
'the  general  sentiment  of  the  country  is 
againso  it,  and  that  if  any  legislature  is 
to  be  done  away  wich  it  should  be  the  Do- 
xoinion  Parliament.  I  think  the  Provinces 
«re  better  able  to  manage  their  afiairs 
without  a  Dominion  Parliament  than 
the  Dominion  could  do  without 
the  ProvincLil  Legifliatures.  I  do  not 
propose  to  argue  the  question  out,  but 
that  is  the  way  I  feel,  and  I  believe  that 
most  hon.  gentlemen  so  feel  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  are  able  to  sustain  their 
4>pinion  by  .sound  arguments.  Taking  up 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  we  all  re- 
joice with  His  Excellency  that  the  har- 
vest has  been  so  abundant ;  but  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
that  there  has  been,  so  far,  any  very 
marked  indication  of  returning  prosperity. 
There  has  been  a  good  harvest  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  but  that  has  not 
brought  a^out  any  general  or  permanent 
improvement.  '\  he  number  of  insolven- 
•<;ies  in  the  country  is  a  moderately  fair 
test  of  its  prosperity.  During  the  year 
lb70  there  were  more  insolvencies  in 
Canada  than  in  any  previous  year  of  the 
•depression,  or.  in  fact,  any  year  since  1 86  7 ; 
and  this  has  happened  while  in  the 
United  States,  wht^re  no  change  of 
policy  has  taken  place,  the  number  of 
failures  has  been  very  much  less  than  in 
1878.  Business  has  improved  and  times 
are  much  better  in  the  United  States 
than  they  were  for  some  years  before ; 
and  the  depression  is  passing  away  in 
England  also.  My  feeling  is  that  if  it 
were  not  for  the  policy  which  unfortun- 
Htely,  as  I  believe,  was  adopted  by  this 
country  last  year,  we  should  now  be  shar- 
ing in  the  returning  prosperity  of  the 
United  States.  I  l^elieve  that  the  tariff 
Sen.  Mr,  Power. 


which  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  built  up 
a  wall  between  ns  and  the  United  States, 
has  prevente4  us  from  feeling  as  fully  as 
we  otherwise  would  have  done,  the  im- 
proved condition  of  affairs  in  that  coun- 
try. I  may  remark  here  o  i  the  tone 
assumed  by  the  seconder  of  the  Address 
and  the  hon.  gontlemaa  who  has  just  sat 
down,  with  reference  to  those  who, 
they  seem  to  think,  are  afflicted 
with  judicial  blindness  because  they  ai*e 
unable  to  see  the  prosperity  of 
the  country.  Why  has  not  the  evi- 
dence of  that  prosperity  been  brought 
before  the  House  ?  I  have  not  heard 
any  hon.  gentleman  bring  facts  to  prove 
that  there  was  any  great  improvement. 
I  know  that  there  is  not  a  member  of 
this  House  from  the  Maritime  Provinces 
who  will  venture  setiously  to  state  that 
the  people  there  are  mora  prosperous 
now  than  they  were  twelve  months  ago. 
The  fact  is  that,  in  the  Lower  Provinces, 
the  manufacturers  and  commercial  men 
generally  are  worse  off  as  a  rule  than 
tbey  were  last  year. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALMON— No,  no. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— My  hon.  collear 
gue  laughs  j  he  will  have  a  chance  to 
reply,  and  to  furnish  proof  of  the  im- 
provement, if  he  can.  There  has  been 
some  in  the  lumber  trade,  and  freights 
hare  gone  up  ;  but  they  do  not  depend 
upon  the  National  Policy.  That  jwlicy 
has  no  more  to  with  those  branches  of 
industry  than  with  the  good  harvest.  I  do 
not  think  that  my  hon.  friend  will  ven- 
ture to  contradict  me  when  I  say  that 
there  is  more  extreme  distress  and 
poverty  and  utter  want  in  the  Provinces 
of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  now 
than  at  any  time  in  the  last  ten  years. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE— No,  no. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— It  is  true,  as  has 
been  said,  that  certain  manufacturera  are 
making  more  now  than  they  did  twelve 
months  ago  —  it  is  true  of  the  Upper 
Provinces,but  not  of  the  Lower  Provinces. 
While  tite  hon.  leader  of  the  Government 
was  not  able  to  say  that  prosperity  had 
oomeinthe  degree  in  which,!  pre8ume,he 
had  hoped  it  would,  he  claimed  credit  for 
his  Grovernment  because  they  had  at  least 
promised  more  than  their  predecessors. 
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If  they  feel  as  the  hite  Administration 
did,  and  as  I  believn  they  do  tlieinselves, 
that  they  cannot  do  anything  to  remove 
the  depression,  I  think  it  is  certainly  a 
more  honest,  honorable  and  manly  course 
to  R.-iy  to  the  people,  '*  We  cannot  help 
you,"  than  to  make  promihes^hich  thoy 
know  that  they  cannot  fulfil.  That  is 
excatly  what  the  present  Government  have 
done,  and  not  one  of  the  promises 
that  they  made  before  or  after  the 
elections  has  bt>.en  redeemed.  With 
reference  to  the  next  section  of  the 
Speech,  the  desirability  of  our  assLsting 
our  fellow-subjects  in  Ireland,  there  ian 
be  but  one  opinion  ;  and  but  one  has 
been  ex)>ressed.  I  only  hope  that  what- 
ever relief  can  be  afforded  will  be  f^iven 
quickly.  The  fourth  ])aragraph  refers  to 
the  number  of  settlers  who,  during  the 
past  year,  have  gone  into  our  North- 
West  fropi  Great  Biitain  and  the  United 
States  as  well  as  from  the  ohler  Frovinoes, 
and  something  is  said  of  the  visit  of  Com- 
missioners from  Great  Britain.  The 
paragraph  winds  up  by  saying  that  some- 
thing must  be  done  for  the  reception  of 
the  exi>ected  immigiunts.  Now,  I  am 
aware  myself  that  large  numbers  of  our 
own  people,  natives  of  the  country,  have 
left  the  Lower  Provinces,  and  1  under- 
stand, from  repor-a  in  the  newspa|.)ers 
and  other  sources,  that  a  very  consider- 
able number  of  jiersons  have  left  Ontario 
and  Quebec  to  settle  in  the  United 
States,  and  there  have  a  share  in 
the  prosperity  which  has  returned 
to  ihat  countiy  but  has  not  returne<l 
to  us  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  be  a  very  much  more  desii*able 
thing  if  the  Government  had  taken  means 
to  rtftain  those  people  in  the  Dominion, 
rather  than  to  bring  in  strangers  who 
are  not  nearly  so  valuable  settlers' or 
citizens  as  the  men  who  have  been  born 
and  brought  up  in  the  country.  One  oi 
the  principal  results  of  the  policy  fore- 
shadowed in  this  paragraph  will  be  that 
a  very  considerable  staff  of  employes  will 
be  required  for  tlie  purpose  of  p'-eparing 
for  the  numerous  immigrants  who  are 
expected.  I,  for  one,  cannot  see  that 
that  is  a  desirable  consammati(9n.  It  is 
only  two  yeara  ngo  that  a  very  deter- 
mined attack  was  made  upon  the  late 
Government  because  it  was  supposed  that 
they  had  too  large  a  staff* in  this  very  De- 
partment, and  that  it  was  too  expensive. 
Han.  Mr.  Power. 


Now  we  find  the  present  Government,  I 
have  no  doubt,  about  incurring  a  I.irger 
expenditure  than  was  ever  made  by  the 
late  Govern nipot.  The  fifuh  paragraj»h 
-leals  with  the  construction  of  the  Canada 
Pacific  R;iilway.  With  reference  to 
this  paragraph,  there  is  one  question 
th;it  suggests  itself  to  me,  th**  answer  to 
which  his  not  been  made  very  clear  by 
the  leader  of  the  Government,  and  that 
is  this:  the  Minister  of  Railways  ai«l 
(Jan.ils,  during  last  Session,  intimated,  if 
[  am  not  misraken.  that  it  was  probable 
that  at  a  future  day  the  Government  would 
go  or.  with  the  construction  of  the  Pacitic 
Railway  by  the  Narrows  of  Lake  Mani- 
tolia.  as  had  been  originally  intendrttl  ;, 
and  Parliament  wan  given  to  undersUind 
then  that  this  road  south  of  Lake  Mani- 
toba was  only  a  temporary  thing,  and, 
for  all  we  knew,  was  merely  a  local  road 
intended  to  develop  the  more  fertile  por- 
tions of  the  country.  We  have 
not  been  informed  by  the  Government 
whether  it  is  still  their  intention  to  build 
the  road  by  the  Narrows,  or  whether 
they  have  abandoned  it  altogether. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
It  never  was  the  intention  ot  the  Govern- 
ment to  construct  a  line  by  the  Narrows 
of  Lake  Manitoba. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  can  only  say 
that  a  stat'ement  bearing  thit  construc- 
tion was  made  by  the  Minister  of  Rail- 
ways in  the  other  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— It  is*  a  decided 
mistake;  it  could  not  have  been  mado  by 
him. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  suppose  that  I 
shall  be  allowed  to  show  the  authority 
ifl  can.  It  was  quoted,  I  believe,  in  our 
own  official  report  of  the  debate  last 
year.  Am  I  to  i.nderstand,  then,  that 
the  line  running  south  of  Lake  Manitoba 
is  to  be  a  ^iortion  of  the  main  line  of  the 
Pacific  Railway  ? 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX,  CAMPBELL— Yes. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— A  good  deal  of 
credit  is  claimed  by  the  Government  for 
having  undertaken  to  furnish  the  mi&sing 
link  between  Keewatin  and  English 
River.     That  is  a  matter  that  haa  been 
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discassed  to-daj,  bat' there  is  jnst  on^ 
feature  in  conuectiuQ  with  tlie  Pncific 
Railway  that,  I  think,  deserves  a  little 
attention.  Tne  Hon-  the  lea'.ler  of  tlie 
Governmenc  said  that  the  old  Admiu- 
istration  had  advertised  for  tenders  for 
the  c  instruction  of  the  missing  link, 
but  it  did  not  follow  that  they  were  ju^oin^ 
to  buihl  it.  That  may  or  may  not  be 
tnie,  and  may  or  may  not  be  a  good 
argnnient ;  but  when  we  gt?t  out  to  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  and  when  ttie  leader  of  the 
Opposition  says  that  it  is  rather  an  un- 
wise or  improvident  thing  for  the  present 
GoYernmentto  build  127  miles,  tn^ginning 
at  Emory's  Bar  and  ending  at'  Savonas 
Ferry,  the  leader  of  the  Government 
Bays,  "  Yt>u  intended  to  build  it  yonr- 
aelves,  liecause  you  asked  for  tenders." 
The  leader  of  the  Government  should 
oboose  une  posit  ion  or  the  other.  If  thf  ii- 
advertiaing  for  Unders  meant  that  the 
late  Government  intended  to  construct  a 
section  in  British  Columbia,  then  it 
meant,  also,  that  the  late  Government 
intended  to  construct  the. missing  link  of 
the  Thunder  Bay  section. 

Hon..  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— If 
the  hou.  gentleman  will  p:irdon  me  for 
interrupting  him,  I  would  like  to  explain 
that  I  did  not  say  anything  al)Out  their 
adveitising  for  tenders  for  constructing 
the  missing  link.  In  fact,  I  knew  nothing 
about  it.  The  (iret  that  I  heard  of  it  was 
the  coiTection  the  hon.  leader  of  the 
Opposition  made  to-day.  In  sjteaking 
the  other  day,  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
fact,  and,  therefore,  I  said  nothing  about 
it 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER — I  am  quite  aware 
of  that ;  but  I  understood  the  hon.  leader 
of  the  Government,  the  other  day,  to 
claim  credit  for  having  done  something 
which  their  predecessors  had  failed  to  do 
— ^for  having  awaixled  contracts  for  con- 
structing the  missing  link,  which  their 
predecessors  had  not  intended  to  do  for 
several  years  In  reply  to  that,  the 
leader  of  the  Opi)06ition  shows  to-day 
that  tenders  had  been  callefl  for  with  a 
view  to  going  on  with  that  work.  I 
understood  the  leader  of  the  Government 
to  Bay  that  this  did  not  necessarily 
mean  that  they  wera  going  to  construct 
that  section. 


Hem.    Sir   JlLEX. 
did  not  say  that. 

lion.  Mr.  Powsr. 


CAMPBELL—l 


Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  so  understood 
the  hon.  gentleman.  If  advertising  for 
tendeis  did  not  mean  that  work  wan  to  be 
undertaken  in  one  case,  it  did  not  mean 
that  it  was  to  be  unlertaken  in  the  otl.er. 
I  think  myself  that  Komething  would 
<lepeud  upon  the  nature  ot  the  tenders 
and  the  tiuancial  al)ility  of  th'counirv  to 
prosecute  such  a  work.  I  think  that 
while  the  tinmcial  condition  of  the 
country  is  as  poor  as  it  is.now,  and  while 
we  have  to  face  a  df*ticit  as  lari^e  or 
rather  larger  than  in  any  former  year,  it 
is  an  unfortunate  time  to  umleitake  to 
construct  two  such  iuipoitant  wciks  as 
the  missing  link  and  thn  set-tion  plated 
under  contract  in  British  Ctiliuniiia  I 
should  not  have  risen  at  all  to-day  if  it 
had  rot  been  for  the  next  paragraph  in 
the  Speech.  It  is  a  matter  in  which  I 
have  a  right  to  be  iutei*ested,  and  one 
that  I  think  deserves  to  have  attention 
called  to  it.     It  is  as  follows  : — 

*•  The  adoption  of  a  rigid  syKtom  of  economy 
in  the  management  of  the  Intt-n'olonial  Rail- 
way haa,  without  impairm^  the  ei)ioiency  of 
its  working,  effected  such  a  diminution  of  ex- 
pense as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  thecountry 
will  in  future  be  relieved  from  any  consider- 
able burden  in  connectiou  with  its  operation.'' 

Now,  hon.  gentlemen,  I  think  it  is  very 
much  to  be  regretted  that  that  paragi'aph 
should  have  been  inserted  in  the  Speech, 
^*ecause  it  is  calculated  to  lead  the  House 
and  the  country,  if  they  l)elieve  it 
to  be  correct,  altogether  astray.  In  the 
Hrst  jdnce  the  efficiency  of  the  Inter- 
colonial Reilway  has  been  very  serio>isly 
impaired  ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
likely,  if  the  road  is  to  he  run  at  all,  that . 
this  economy  can  Iks  permanent.  I 
shall  give  my  reasons  for  saying  so. 
Membera  from  the  Maritime  Provinces^ 
and  I  presume  all  m('ml>ers  of  the  House, 
are  aware  that  the  construction  of  the 
IntKr?olonial  Railway  was  one  of  the 
principal  inducements  held  out  to  the 
Lower  Provinces  to  enter  the  union.  The 
|>eople  of  the  city  to  which  I  b.dong  and 
of  the  Lower  Pi-ovinces  generally  wei-e 
cold  that  this  road  was  to  he  to  tiiem  a 
source  of  untold  blessings;  it  was  to  make 
Halifax, and,  in  aless degree,  St.  John. the 
wharves  of  the  Dominion.  Halifax  was  to 
he  the  Liverpool  on  this  sir'.e  of  the  water  ; 
and  the  whole  tratiic,  not  only  of  Canada^ 
Imt  of  a  great  portion  of  the  United  Slates^ 
was  to  pass  through  that  city  on  its  way 
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to  Europe.  The  Government  of  that 
day,  which  is  the  same  Government  we 
have  now  in  power,  when  they  under- 
took  to  select  the  route  for  the  rail- 
way, did  not  select  it  on  commercial 
principles.  In  fact,  very  little  regard 
was  paid  to  commercial  principles  in 
connection  with  the  r jad.  I  find  no  fault 
with  the  Government  for  having  acted  in 
that  way.  I  think  their  view  was  a 
sound  one ;  they  wished  the  road  to  do 
the  most  gcod  to  the  whole  country,  ami 
particularly  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
Dominion.  At  the  present  day  they  seem 
to  entertain  diflerent  views;  and  they 
claim  gi'eat  credit  for  economy  in  manag- 
ing the  roaii.  Economy  is  a  very  good 
thing  in  its  way,  but  it  is  not  the  best 
policy  in  relation  to  a  public  work  such  as 
the  Intercolonial  when  it  is  purchased  at 
the  cost  of  efficiency,  or  if  that  vast 
public  work  which  was  constructed  at 
such  expense  should  cease  to  benefit  those 
for  whom  it  was  intended.  I  hold  that 
the  economy  that  is  now  proposed  on  the 
Intercolonial  Railway  is  of  that  charac- 
ter, and  that  it  is  likely  to  render  the 
road  useless.  Before  the  Government 
can  claim  much  credit  for  their  economy 
on  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  they  must 
also  show  that  they  have  been  economical 
in  oth'^r  quartei-s.  At  the  time  the  late 
Government  went  out  of  office,  the  Inter- 
colonial was  one  of  the  best  railroads  in 
America ;  in  fact,  I  do  not  think  there 
was  any  railway  on  the  continent  which 
was  superior  to  it.  The  staff,  while  it 
WHS  not  too  large,  was  large  enough  to  do 
the  work  of  the  road.  Tho  track  was  in 
admirable  condition,  and  the  rolling 
stock  was  constructed  and  maintained  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  do  the  business 
speedily  and  well.  The  consequence  was 
that  the  road  had  got  to  be  a  favorite 
mode  of  travel  between  the  Lower  and 
the  Upper  Provinces ;  and  nearly  all  the 
passengers  who  came  by  the  ocean 
steamers  intending  to  go  to  Montreal  or 
the  West,  up  to  the  last  year,  landed  at 
Halifax  and  came  over  the  Intercolonial. 
The  English  mail  trains  riiade  remark- 
ably good,  time,  and  the  running  time 
from  iialifax  to  Montreal  was  not  more 
than  thirty  or  thirty-four  hours.  Tho 
regular  trains  always  made  good  time ; 
a  large  quantity  of  freight  piissed  over 
the  road  both  east  and  west,  and  accidents 
were  almost  unknown.  The  Adminis- 
Hon,  Mr,  Power. 


tration  now  in  power  had  located  the 
workshops  at  Moncton,  and  had  bought 
the  grounds  and  undertaken  the  build- 
ings. When  the  late  Government  went 
out  of  power  the  workshops  at  Moncton 
were  equal,  I  believe,  to  any  wurksho{)son 
the  continent,  and  the  work  done  there 
and  at  Richmond  was  as  good  as 
similar  work  done  anywhere  m  America. 
The  railway  from  Halifax  to  Riviere  da 
Loup  was  in  admirable  condition,  the 
only  defect  being  the  intermediate  link 
between  Riviere  du  Loup  and  Quebec. 
Thjt  section  was  owned  by  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway,  and  had  not  been  kept 
up  in  the'way  it  should  have  l)een.  The 
Government,  a  year  ago,  took  power  to 
remedy  that  defect  and  most  hon.  gentle- 
men from  the  Lower  Provinces  hoped 
that,  when  we  came  to  the  meeting  of 
Parliament  this  Session,  we  would  have 
found  that  the  Government  had  done 
what  we  were  led  to  believe  they  were 
ai)Out  to  do — repair  that  section  and  lay 
it  with  new  steel  rails.  That  has  not 
been  done ;  the  road  is  still  in  the  same 
condition  that  it  was  in  last  year,  and 
the  million  and  a  half  dollai-s  that 
have  been  ex|;»ended  on  the  putx;hase  of 
this  section  from  the  Grand  Trunk  has 
prcluced  no  good  result  to  the  country. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  this  time  twelve 
months  something  will  have  been  done 
to  i-emedy  the  existing  evil.  The  pre- 
sent Government  came  in,  and  the  reign 
of  so-called  economy  began.  Workmen, 
who  were  necessary  and  could  not  pro- 
perly be  done  witliout,  were  dismissed 
in  large  numbers,  and  the  consequence 
has  been  that  the  rolling  stock  has  dete- 
riorated to  such  an  extent  that  there  is 
hardly  a  trip  made  over  the  road  now 
during  which  some  accident  does  not 
occur.  I  speak  for  myself  and  a  number 
of  my  honourable  colleagues  hei-e  who 
came  up  from  the  east  at  the  same  time. 
During  that  trip  there  were  no  less  than 
three  accidents.  The  English  mail  ti*ain, 
which  was  just  ahead  of  us,  lost  one  of  its 
trucks  near  Hhatham  and  tore  up  the 
track.  We  were  detained  five  hours  at 
that  point  owing  to  the  accident.  At 
Bathurst,  it  was  found  that  a  wheel  of 
the  first  class  car  was  defective,  and  the 
car  had  to  be  taken  off  and  replaced  at 
Campbellton  by  another.  Again,  when 
we  got  on  the  Riviere  da  Loup  branch,  it 
was  found  that  a  freight  train  had  got  off 
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the  track  tbei'e,  and  we  were  again  de- 
tained for  three  hours,  so  that  we  had  to 
leave  Point  L^vis  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
moming,  instead  of  eight  o'clock  the 
previous  ei^ening.  My  hon,  friend  from 
Halifax  (Dr.  Almon)  informed  me  to^ay 
that  no  accident  had  occurred  on  his 
way  up ;  but  I  have  since  learned 
that  he  was  in  error,  as  an  en- 
gine had  given  out  at  Metapedia. 
Accidents  are  of  daily  occuiTence,  caused 
bv  the  breaking  down  of  the  railway 
»toek,  and  I  look  upon  it  as  a  false  and 
foolish  piece  of  economy  to  allow  the 
road  to  lun  down  in  that  manner.  The 
woifkshops  were  built  at  a  very  large 
expense  to  the  country,  and  they  did 
their  work  admirably  ;  but  the  present 
Ministry  thought  fit,  after  coming  into 
power,  to  discharge  the  men  who  were  at 
work  and  to  declare  that  in  future  the 
rolling  stock  should  be  built  by  contract. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  exceedingly  un- 
wise policy  which  throws  a  great  number 
of  men  out  of  employment,  renders  the 
expenditure  on  the  workshops  useless, 
and  gives  less  efficient  work  at  probably 
greater  expense.  The  general  staflf  has 
been  reduced  altogether  below  what 
it  ought  to  be — below  what  it 
would  be  on  a  railway  conducted 
by  a  private  company.  For  instance,  at 
the  railway  station  at  Halifax,  there  was 
a  train  despatcher  or  watchman  and  a 
policeman,  both  of  whom  were  necessary, 
and  neither  of  whom  received  a  very  large 
salary,  but  the  Minister  of  Railways  and 
Canals,  guided  by  his  economical  policy, 
discharged  the  policeman,  to  the  very 
great  inconvenience  of  the  public.  Some 
employes^  who  had  been  in  the  sei'vice  of 
the  Government  for  years  at  moderate 
salaries,  had  their  wages  cut  down,  be- 
sides a  number  of  men  who  were 
discharged  altogether.  At  the  same  time, 
Mr.  Black,  who  took  a  rather  prominent 
part  in  a  recent  election,  has  been  ap- 
pointed as  travelling  agent  for  the  Inter- 
colonial, to  secure  business  for  it.  He 
receives  a  salary  of  some  $2,000  a  year 
and  travelling  expenses,  but  the  country 
has  not  seen  any  good  come  out  of  the 
appointment.  Another  man  named  Boggs, 
belonging  to  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
was  apix>inted  at  Windsor.  His  work 
might  just  as  well  have  been  done  by 
one  of  the  financial  clerks  in  the  railway 
offit"?  at  llillf IX.  He  was  not  necessary 
Hon.  Mr,  Power, 


before,  and  he  is  not  necessary^  now. 
The  salaries  of  these  two  men  added 
together  would  more  than  covdr  the 
reduction  in  the  salaries  of  neces- 
sary officers,  and  there  is  really  no 
economy  in  the  case  at.  all.  There  is 
another  matter  of  considerable  moment  to 
the  people  of  the  Lower  Provinces.  The 
delay  in  the  transport  of  freight  on  the 
Intercolonial  Railway  is  altogether  un- 
justifiable. No  Halifax  or  St.  John 
merchant  who  orders  goods  from  Mon- 
treal can  hope  to  receive  them  over  the 
Intercolonial  in  less  than  ten  days  after 
the  order. 

It  being  six  o'clock,  the  hon.  Mr. 
Power  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

The  motion  was  agi'eed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


THE  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  February  17th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  Chair  at  Three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THE    ADDRESS. 
DEBATE  OONTIKUED. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
read — ^resuming  the  adjourned  debate  on 
the  Hon  Mr.  Trudel's  motion, 

"  That  an  Address  be  presented  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Gh)vemor.GeneTal  to  offer  their 
respectful  thanks  to  His  Excellency  for  the 
gracious  Speech  which  His  Excellency  hag 
been  pleased  to  make  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament." 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  said—In  consider- 
ing the  Speech  from  the  Throne  I  had 
got  to  the  6th  paragraph,  which  deals 
with  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  and  had 
endeavored  to  show  that,  whereas  when 
the  present  €k)vemment  came  into  power, 
the  track,  rolling  stock  and  staff  of  that 
road  were  in  an  admirable  state  of  effi- 
ciency, they  had  since  that  time  greatly 
deteriorated,  and  the  freight  traffic  had 
decreased;  that  the  mails  which  had, 
under  the  previous  Administration, 
taken  but  thirty  hours  to  run  from  Hali- 
fax to  Montreal,  now  occumed  nearly^ 
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forty  hours,  and  that  passengers  who  had 
formerly  landed  at  Halifax  and  proceeded 
to  Montreal  over  the  Intercolonial,  under 
the  managoment  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, continued  their  voyage  by  steamer 
to  Portland  arid  proceeded  westward 
over  the  Grand  Trunk.  That  whereas 
under  the  former  Administration  accid- 
ents had  seldom  occurred,  at  present 
scarcely  a  train  passed  over  the  roaitwith- 
out  some  accident  more  or  less  serious 
having  to  be  recorded.  I  think  this  is  a 
most  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  and  it 
must  appear  to  every  hon. gentleman  that, 
if  the  Government  continue  the  present 
system  of  economizing  on  the  Intercolon- 
ial, in  a  little  while  xio  one  will  care  to 
travel  over  the  road  without  having  his 
life  very  largely  insured,  and  we  shall, 
before  many  months,  have  reached  the 
climiix  of  economy,  and  the  road  will  be 
closed.  Then  it  will  cost  the  country 
nothing  except  the  interest  on  the  cost  of 
construction.  That  may  be  the  goal  to 
which  the  Minister  of  Railways  and 
Canals  is  tending ;  but  if  it  is  not,  all  I 
can  say  is,  that  the  present  system  of  eco- 
nomy is  false ;  that  accidents  occurring  on 
the  road  involve  a  very  much  larger  expen- 
diture in  the  long  run  than  it  would  to 
keep  the  rolling  stock  in  proper  condi- 
tion. The  Minister  of  Railways  and 
Canals  does  not  even  deal  with  it  on 
commercial  principles.  He  is  not  as 
liberal  with  it  as  if  the  road  were  man- 
aged on  sound  commercial  principles,  and, 
as  in  a  great  many  other  cases,  the  views 
of  the  members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment have  changed  very  much  since  the 
time  when  they  were  in  oppo.sition.  In 
order  to  show  to  what  extent  their  views 
have  changed,  I  shall  take  the  opportu- 
nity of  reading  to  the  House  the  opinions 
expressed  previous  to  the  general  election 
by  two  hon.  gentlemen  who  are  at  pre- 
sent prominent  membera  of  the  Ministry. 
I  shall  first  read  a  letter  addressed  by 
Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  to  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Tupper  on  the  9th  January,  1879,  and 
which  appeared  in  the  Herald  of  the  26th 
January,  1878.     It  is  as  follows  : — 

*<  I  have  been  much  pleased  to  see  the  energy 
with  which  the  people  of  Halifax  have 
taken  up  the  interest  of  their  fine  harbor.  No 
effort,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  spared  to 
build  up  our  Atlantic  port  in  the  Maritime 
ProvinceR  with  the  tnde  and  traffic  of  the 
Dominion,  rather  than  a  foreign  one.  I  feel  a 
personal  interest  in  this  matter,  as  being  res- 
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poDsible  with  my  colleagues  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Intercolonial  Bailway,  and  its* 
location  (for  which  I  was  so  heartily  abused). 
I  am,  therefore,  naturally  anxious  to  see  that 
railway  a  success  financially  and  otherwise ; 
and  that  can  only  be  secured  by  directing  as 
large,  a  volume  of  traffic  as  possible  towards 
and  over  it,  and  thus  developing  and  extend- 
ing the  trade  of  its  great  terminus  at  Hali&x. 
I  hope  the  Qovemment  will  not  be  blind  to  this 
great  object,  and  that  they  may  be  induced  to 
make  an  extra  effort  for  the  purpose.  If  they 
do  not,  they  will  fail  of  their  duty,  and  will  be 
leminded  of  their  failure  at  the  next  general 
election." 

Those  were  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  the  present  Premier  when  he  was 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  did  not 
think  at  that  time  that  the  Government 
of  the  day  were  doing  enough  to  forward 
the  interests  of  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way )  but  as  the  present  Grovernment  are 
not  doing  nearly  so  much,  and  the  road 
is  not  nearly  as  efficient  or  in  as  good 
condition  as  it  was  at  that  time,  when 
Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  thougnt  that  the 
Government  were  not  doing  their  duty 
and  would  fall  in  consequence  at  ^ihe 
next  general  election,  I  shall  leave  hon. 
gentlemen  in  the  Government  to  make 
the  application  themselves.  The  honu 
the  Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals  is 
now  in  a  position  to  carry  out  tho  views 
he  expressed  before  the  general  election. 
In  a  speech  delivered  by  Sir  Charles 
Tapper,  at  Richmond,  on  the  2nd  Janu- 
ary, 1878,  referring  to  an  interview  had 
by  Mr.  Black  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  in  re- 
gard to  carrying  freight  over  the  road, 
he  used  the  following  words  : — 

"  It  means  that  Mr.  Mackenzie  is  willing  to 
delude  you  if  possible  until  this  election  is 
over ;  that  as  soon  as  that  is  accomplished  we 
shall  have  a  restoration  of  the  reign  of  com- 
mercial principles.  Never  was  there  a  greater 
insult  offered  to  an  intelligent  people  than 
that  letter  written  by  Mr.  Mackenzie.  The 
thecry  ot  commercial  principles  was  propound- 
ed by  Mr.  Mackenzie's  Qovemment  two  or 
three  years  ago.  There  is  one  other  thing 
that  I  feel  called  upon  to  say,  and  it  is  this  : 
while  we  are  deliberatiiig  upon  the  grtet  ques- 
tion which  concerns,  not  only  this  city  or 
county,  but  the  whole  Dominion  as  well,  as  t^ 
whether  the  commerce  of  the  country  shall  be 
so  directed  as  to  build  up  a  great  Atlantic  port 
within  the  borders  of  the  Dominion,  or  whether 
it  is  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  build  up  a  port  in 
the  United  States,  with  such  a  question  be- 
fore us  why  chaffer  about  a  few  pence  ?  Sup- 
pose we  could  accomplish  such  an  object  as 
that,  what  would  it  matter,  even  though,  for  a 
time,  we  did  not  pay  running  expenses?  In 
dealing  with  a  question  of  this  nature  we 
sbould  not  come  down  to  too  fine  a  point." 
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It  would  seem  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
••who  is  now  Minister  of  Railways  and 
Canals  was  not  so  economical  then  as  he 
is  now.  He  thought  then  that  when  the 
interests  of  the  country  were  at  stake  we 
should  not  lay  too  much  stress  upon 
mere  economy.  Now,  hon.  gentlemen, 
my  sentiments  to-day  are  the  same  as 
they  have  always  been,  the  same  as  were 
those  of  the  Minister  o[  Railways  and 
Canals,  then  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Opposition,  when  he  made  those  remarks, 
and  the  same  as  those  entertained  by  the 
present  Premier  when  he.  wrote  that 
letter,  and  I  regret  that  such  a  very 
great  change  should  have  taken  place  in 
the  views  of  those  hon.  gentlemen.  The 
fact  is,  not  only  have  those  hon.  gentle- 
men conducted  this  work  in  a  less  liberal 
spirit  than  that  expressed  in  the  extracts 
I  have  quoted,  but  they  are  actually  not 
conducting  the  work  on  sound  commer- 
cial principles.  No  private  company 
would  manage  a  railway  in  so  niggardly 
a  spirit  as  the  Intercolonial  Railway  is 
managed  by  the  present  €k)vemment. 
In  the  first  place,  allowLog  the  soad  to 
deteriorate  as  they  have  done,  is  false 
economy,  and,  in  addition  to  that,  while 
the  GroverRment  is  practising  this  false 
economy  in  connection  with  the  railway 
itself  they  do  not  take  the  steps  that 
would  be  taken  by  a  railway  company 
to  secure  business  for  their  road.  It 
was  the  impression  of  a  fl^reat  many  Ifeon. 
gentlemen,  when  the  Government  took 
over  the  LCivi^re  du  Lonp  section  of 
the  Grand  Trunk,  that  it  was  the  dssire 
of  the  Ministry  to  make  themselves  com- 
pletely independent  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway,  and  to  enable  the  Intereolonial 
Railway  to  be  connected  at  Quebec,  by 
means  of  a  ferry,  with  the  North  Shore 
Railway,  so  tkat  passengers  could  bo 
ticketeii  from  the  Lower  Provinces  to 
Montreal,  Ottawa  and  other  points  west, 
without  going  ever  the  Grand  Trunk 
Road.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  no 
arrangements  have  been  made  by 
the  Railway  Department  to  enable 
passengers  to  take  that  route.  One 
cannot  get  a  through  ticket  in  any 
of  the  Mariiine  towns  or  cities  for  Ottawa 
by  the  North  Shore  Railway.  One  can- 
not come  even  by  the  North  Shoi'e  Road 
from  Montreal  to  Ottawa  without  buying 
a  aepantte  ticket.  It  is  a  matter  that 
would  have  been  attended  to  by  any 
Son.  Mr.  Power. 


private  company  running  such  a  road  as 
the  Intercolonial  Railway,  and  every 
endeavor  would  have  been  made  to  se- 
cure the  freight  coming  from  and  going 
to  the  liower  Provinces.  As  I  stated 
yesterday,  one  of  the  great  sources  of 
complaint  with  business  men  in  the  Lower 
Provinces  is  that  freight  ordered  from 
Montreal  and  other  points  for  the  west 
takes  not  less  than  ten  da^  and  often  as 
long  as  three  weeks  in  reaching  Halifax 
or  St.  John.  The  principal  reason  for 
this,  as  I  have  been  given  to  understand, 
is  that  the  freight  is  delayed  on  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  between  Montreal 
and  Point  L^vis.  Now,  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  manage  the  Intercolonial 
Railway  as  a  private  company,  they 
would  have  made  an  arrangement 
with  the  North  Shore  Road  to 
earry  freight  down  to  Quebec,  and 
to  have  it  ferried  across  to  the 
Rivi6re  d«  Loup  branch  at  Poiat  L^vis. 
In  that  way  they  would  have  made  them- 
selves independent  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway;  but  nothing  of  the  kind  has 
been  done.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  strike  anyone  looking  calmly  at 
the  manner  in  which  the  Intercoloniail 
has  been  managed  during  the  past  year 
or  so,  that  it  was  managed,  not  in  the 
interests  of  the  Lower  Provinces,  nor  in 
the  interests  of  the  Dominion,  which 
owned  the  railway,  but  entirely  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Grand  Trjink  Railway 
Company.  The  Government  very  kind- 
ly took  over  from  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  a  portion  of  its  line  which  did 
not  pay  the  company  to  keep ;  and 
having  got  that  line  they  allowed  it  to 
remain  in  a  very  unsatisfactoiy  con- 
dition, and  have  so  managed  the 
whole  road  that  both  passengers 
and  freight  have  been  diverted 
to  the  Grand  Trunk  line  to  Portland, 
instead  of  going  down  to  the  Maritime 
Provinces  by  the  Intercolonial.  Nothing 
has  been  done  to  make  the  country  inde- 
pendent of  the  Grand  Trunk.  The  paiu- 
graph  in  the  Speech  goes  on  to  say  that 
His  Excellency  hopes  that  in  a  little 
while  the  equilibrium  between  the  re- 
•eipts  and  expenditure  on  the  Intereelo- 
nial  railway  will  be  established.  Now, 
hon.  gentlemen,  that  is  something  we 
can  hardly  hope  for.  The  Grand  Trunk 
Railway,  which  is  managed  by  a  com- 
pany, and  is  a  road  running  through  a 
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well-settled    country,   carrying  a  great 
many  passengers  and  a  large  amount  of 
through  freight,  besides  much  local  traffic, 
has  only  recently  been  enabled  to  do  more 
than  pay  its  working  expenses ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  country  must  be 
satdsfied    to   pay   a  certain    amount   of 
money  eveiy  year  to  sustain  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
It  may  be,  if  a  proper  course  is  taken 
by  the  Grovernmcnt,  and  if  other  roads 
are     constructed     west    of     this     city, 
they  may   bring  down  a  great  deal  of 
heavy  traffic  to  us,  and  if  a  large  portion 
of  this  is   secured  for  the  Intercolonial 
Railway  it  may  eventually  pay  its  work- 
ing expenses,  perhaps  a  little  more ;  but 
until  that  happens  we  must  be  content  to 
pay    something   annually    towards    the 
working  of  the  road.     The  Government 
could   not  claim   mu«h  credit  for  their 
economy  on   this   road,  even  though  it 
had  been  bond  fde  economy,  unless  that 
economy  extend  to  the  other  branches  of 
the  public  service  as   well.     Theie  is  no 
doubt  whatever  that  it  does  not  extend 
to  the  other  branches  under  the  control 
of  the  Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals. 
Take  the  Province  of  Manitoba,  and  it 
will  be  found  that  there  are  far  mere  un- 
necessary employia  connected  with  the 
railway  service  at  Winnipeg  and  in  that 
neighborhood  than   have   been  removed 
from      the    railway      department      in 
Nova     Scotia     and     New     Brunswick. 
While  the    salaries    of  the   men,    who 
were     not     overpaid,    have    been     cut 
down      in     the     Maritime    Provinces, 
and  a  few  thousands  of  dollars  saved  in 
that  way,  the  Govemmont  have  under- 
taken works   in    Manitoba    and  other 
Provinces  which  have  involved  the  ex- 
penditure of  millions  of  dollars.     When 
we  look  into  the  other  branches  of  the 
public  service  we  find  the  same  extra- 
vagance.     For  instance,  take  the  House 
of  Commons.     The  salaries  of  unneoes- 
sary   clerks  and    messengers    employed 
there  during  last  Session  came  to  a  great 
deal    more    than    the    salaries    of    the 
officials   who   were  dismissed  from  the 
Intercolonial   Railway.     The  men  who 
were  thus  employed  in  the  other  end  of 
this  building   were  men  who    had   no 
other  claim  on  the  public  than   perhaps 
that  they  had  done  good  service  during 
the  general   elections.     I  cannot  under- 
J8tand   why   it  is  that  this    Government 
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should  not  have  been  economical  in' 
other  places.  The  fact  that  they 
have  not  been  economical  elsewhere 
than  on  the  Intereolonial  Railway 
is  shown  by  the  Public  Aocoonts 
for  last  year.  It  appears  that  the  con- 
trollable expenditure  was  mueh  laiger 
during  the  last  twelve  months  than  it  was 
in  any  previous  year.  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  it  is  that  this  Department 
which  is  presided  over  by  a  gentleman 
who  is  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  should 
have  singled  out  the  Intercolonial  Bail- 
way  as  the  only  subject  on  whieh  to  try 
this  experiment  of  economy.  Ir  i^ppears 
almost  as  though  the  fact  of  this  being  a 
work  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  made  it 
a  fair  subject  on  which  to  make  an  ex- 
periment. We  have  had  no  such  experi- 
ment tried  on  the  canals  or  railways  in 
the  Western  Provinces,  and  if  the  Grov- 
ernment  continue  it  on  the  Intercolonial 
Railway,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will 
not  forget  that  economy  is  also  neces- 
sary on  the  other  public  works  of 
the  country.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  ttue  policy  in  dealing  with  the  Inter- 
colonial Railwa}  is  to  keep  the  road  and 
the  rollinfi^  stock  in  such  a  condition  that 
good  time  can  be  made,  and  that  travel- 
lers will  be  induced  to  take  that  route 
instead  of  any  other,  and  to  make  such 
arrangements  with  the  North  Shore  and 
other  railroads  as  to  cause — as  the  Pre- 
mier stated  in  the  letter  which  I  have 
quoted----the  largest  possible  quantity  of 
freight  to  pass  over  the  road,  and  build 
up  the  termini  of  St.  John  and  Halifax. 
I  think  that  is  the  true  policy,  both  com- 
mercially and  politically,  and  I  hope 
that  in  the  future  some  such  policy  may 
be  adopted.  The  seventh  paragraph  of 
His  Excellency's  Speech  speaks  of  the 
large  expenditure  in  connection  with  the 
Indians  in  the  North- West.  I  can,  of 
•ourse,  only  express  a  very  humble  opin- 
ion on  that  subject ;  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  prospect  of  paying  a  million  of 
dollars  a  year,  for  years  to  oome,  is 
not  very  pleasing  to  contemplate. 
When  we  consider  the  enormous  expen- 
diture that  this  country  is  committed  to, 
and  has  incurred  during  the  last  nine 
years  in  connection  with  that  territorj 
since  it  has  been  taken  over  from  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  and  with  British 
Columbia  since  it  has  become  a  Province 
of  the  Confederation,  it  appeai-s   to  me 
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that  it  "would  have  been  better  if  the 
'  Dominion  never  had  anything  to  do 
with  any  territory  west  of  Ontario.  The 
eighth  paragraph  is  the  one  which  speaks 
of  the  Estimates  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  it  tells  us  that  they  have  been  pre- 
pared with  all  due  regard  to  economy. 
Last  year,  whatever  the  Estimates  were, 
the  expenditure  was  much  larger  than  it 
was  in  previous  years ;  but  I  hope  that 
this  year  it  will  be  reduced.  The  tenth 
paragraph  informs  the  House  that  Bills 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  Civil 
Service  and  the  consolidation  of  the  In- 
land Be  venue  Acts  will  be  laid  before  us. 
I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  iind  that 
the  Government  propose  to  deal  with 
this  question  of  Civil  Service  reform.  I 
think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  did 
not  deal  with  it  last  year.  The  fact  is 
that  since  the  present  Government  came 
inte  power,  although  being  known  by 
the  name  of  Conservative,  and  supposed 
to  adhere  a  little  more  closely  to  British 
precedent  and  practice  than  their  op- 
ponents, still  they  have  in  this  matter 
departed  very  much  further  from  it,  and 
there  has  been  a  great  number  of  public 
servants  got  rid  of,  whose  substantial 
offence  appears  to  have  been  that  their 
political  opinions  were  not  in  accord 
with  the  Government  of  the  day.  I 
hope  the  reform  of  the  Civil  Service  will 
include  a  substantial  test  of  the  fitness  of 
applicants  for  office,  and  a  guarantee 
that  whea  a  civil  servant  has  ouce 
been  appointed  he  can  only  be  re- 
moved for  such  cause  as  would  be 
recognized  as  sufficient  in  England. 
I  presume,  that  if  the  measure  is  to  be  a 
thorough  one,  promotion  in  the  Civil 
Service  would  depend  upon  merit  instead 
of  favor.  I  see  the  consolidation  of  the 
Inland  Revenue  Laws  is  promised,  and  I 
hope  that  the  Government  will  take  ac- 
tion, when  the  Bill  is  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  remedy  the  great  wrong  that  was 
perpetrated  last  Session,  in  connection 
with  the  inspection  of  petroleum.  One 
of  the  last  paragraphs  states  that  "  the 
charters  of  inoorporated  banks  of  the  Do- 
minion will  expire  next  year,  and  that 
the  present  would  seem  a  favorable  time 
for  the  full  consideration  of  our  banking 
system,  and  the  subject  of  currency  as 
connected  with  that  system."  I  can  only 
say  that  our  present  banking  system  is 
working  very  satisfactorily,  and  that  we 
Hon.  Mr.  Potoer. 


have  as  much  Qprrency  as  is  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  countiy,  and 
I  trust  that  no  very  radical  change  will 
be  made  in  it.  I  have  been  much  struck 
by  one  fact  in  reference  to  the  present 
Government,  that  they  have  been  much 
more  successful  in  prophecy  than 
in  history.  ^  Last  year,  at  the 
lime  of  the  general  election,  and  before 
that  event,  we  were  promised  immediate 
prosperity — unprecedented  prosperity  if 
those  gentlemen  were  returned.  They 
were  returned,  but  the  promised  pros- 
perity has  not  come  to  any  alarming 
extent  as  yet.  Then  in  the  Governor- 
General's  speech,  last  Session,  the  House 
of  Commons  were  given  to  understand 
that  the  steps  which  were  being  taken 
by  the  Government  for  a  change  in  the 
tariff,  and  rigid  economy  that  was  to  be 
pmctised  in  every  department  of  the 
public  service,  were  going  to  restore  the 
equilibrium  between  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure. A  year  has  passed  away,  and 
instead  of  the  rigid  economy  which  we 
were  promised,  the  expend  i  ture  of  the  past 
year  was  greater  than  it  was  in  any 
former  year ;  and  instead  of  the  equili- 
brium between  revenue  and  expenditure 
being  restored,  the  deficit  is  greater  than 
it  was  in  forbner  years.  We  are  not  told 
some  of  the  things  that  might  have  been 
told,  but  we  are  told  with  reference  to  im- 
migration that  something  very  great  in- 
deed is  about  being  done  in  that  way.  T  only 
hope  that  when  we  meet  next  year  the  pro- 
phecies of  the  Government  in  this  respect 
will  not  prove  to  have  been  moreerroaeous 
than  they  have  been  in  other  matters 
promised  in  a  similar  way.  The  hon. 
leader  of  the  Opposition  refers  to  one  or 
two  things  that  were  not  mentioned  in 
the  Speech,  and  about  whieh  we  might 
have  expected  something  to  have  been 
said.  There  is  one  other  subject  to 
which  I  regret,  (and  I  think  most  hon. 
gentlemen  from  the  Lower  Pro- 
vinces will  join  witk  me  in  that  regret), 
not  to  see  any  reference  in  the  Queen's 
Speech.  I  refer  to  the  disposition  of  the 
Fishery  Award.  We  find  in  the 
Public  Accounts,  that  the  money  has 
been  paid  over,  but  nothing  has  been  said 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Tkrone  as  to  its 
disposition.  We  had  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  have  promised  the 
eountry  some  meajure  with  reference  to 
the  disposal  of  that  award. 
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Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE— In  rising 
to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  this  occasion, 
I  cannot  help,  before  doing  so,  expressing 
the  deep  sympathy  which  has  been 
aroused  by  the  announcement  of  the  sad 
accident  which  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor-General and  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  Princess  Louise  met  with  on  Satur- 
day evening.  The  feeling  of  regret  so 
universally  expressed  on  this  occasion  is 
the  best  proof  of  the  attachment  of  our 
people  to  their  Excellencies.  Happily 
this  accident,  which  might  have  had  fatal 
results,  is  now  proved  to  *je  of  compara- 
tively little  consequence,  and  the  news 
received  daily  that  their  Excellencies 
are  rapidly  recovering,  is  received  with 
much  pleasure.  Coming  now  to  the 
question  under  consideration,  I  may  say 
at  the  outset,  that  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
over  tho  whole  ground  covered  by  the 
Address,  as  I  would  only  be  repeating 
what  htis  already  been  said,  and  ably 
said,  by  the  hon.  senatoi-s  who  moved 
and  seconded  the  resolution  under  con- 
sideration. But  I  cannot  refrain  from 
assuring  His  Excellency  of  our  grati- 
tude for  his  gracious  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  Parliament,  and  the  very 
many  good  things  it  contains.  In- 
deed, if  I  except  that  part  of  the 
Address  wherein  His  Excellency  alludes 
to  the  state  of  destitution  which  at  this 
very  moment  prevails  in  Ireland,  and  for 
which  I  am  sure  every  hon.  member  in 
this  House  feels  a  deep  sympathy,  is  not 
His  Excellency's  speech  such  as  to  make 
us  feel  that  we  may  fairly  congratulate 
oui-selves  on  the  fact  that,  though  we 
have  to  acknowledge  that  to  Divine 
Providence  we  owe  the  blessings  of  a 
recovery  from  the  commercial  and  indus- 
trial crisis  from  which  this  country  has 
suffered,  we  may  also  congratulate 
ourselves  on  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  have  done  all  in 
their  power  to  help  the  people  in  this 
great  depression  which  has  weighed  down 
their  energies  %  Have  we  not,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  financial  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day,  which,  it  cannot  be 
denied,  has  been  so  far,  a  success  ;  while 
on  the  other,  we  have  the  fact  that  a  rigid 
system  of  economy  has  been  inaugurated, 
both  deserving  on  our  part  a  cordial  ac- 
knowledgment, and  entitling  this  Go- 
vernment to  the  confidence  of  Par- 
liament and  of  the  people  of 
Hon.  Mr.  Power. 


this  country  at  large.  Hon.  gen- 
tlemen, let  me  also  offer  my 
congratulations  to  the  Government  for 
the  very  good  choice  they  have  made  of 
the  hon.  Senator  for  Saugeen  to  preside 
over  the  delil>erations  of  this  hon.  House. 
No  better  selection  could  have  been 
made,  and  we  esfjecially,  whose  mother 
tongue  is  the  French,  have  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  choice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, a  choice  which  will  give  us  the 
advantage  of  hearing  Mr.  Speaker  using 
our  language,  and  the  other  great  advan- 
tage to  know  that  we  are  understood 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  to  whose  decision 
we  have  sometime  or  another  to  appeal. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  very  day  this 
hon.  House  h^ui  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
that  hon.  gentleman  presiding  for  the 
first  time  over  its  proceedings,  Mr. 
Speaker  Macpherson  was  taken  ill  and 
is  now  confined  to  his  bed,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  have  to  remain  there  for  many 
weeks.  This  House  will,  therefore,  be 
deprived  of  his  attendance.  It  is  a  mis- 
fortune which  has  excited  the  deep 
sympathies  of  every  hon.  member  of  this 
Senate.  I  have  also  to  congratulate  the 
Government  on  their  choice  of  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  illness  of  the  hon.  Senator 
for  Saugeen.  No  hon.  senator  is  better 
posted  than  you  are  in  the  rules  and 
precedents  which  govern  this  hon.  body, 
and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  congratulate,  so  far,  the  Govern- 
ment for  their  appointment.  But,  hon. 
gentlemen,  if  I  am  bound  by  a  sense  of 
what  is  right  to  congratulate  the  Govern- 
ment in  their  choice  of  a  gentleman  to 
preside  over  the  Senate,  I  cannot  do  so 
when  I  have  to  deal  with  the  choice  of  a 
fourteenth  Minister  of  the  Crown.  On 
this  subject  I  feel  that  I  have  to  express 
my  sincere  regret  that  the  Government 
has  not  seized  the  first  opportunity  to  do 
justice  to  the  Province  of  Quebec,  whose 
rights  have  been  infringed  upon,  and 
whose  representatives  complained,  last 
Session,  of  the  position  in  which  she  has 
been  placed  in  this  Senate.  The  Province 
of  Ontario,  which  has  been  allowed,  since 
Confederation,  five  seats  in  the  Cabinet, 
while  Quel>ec  has  had  but  four,  has,under 
the  new  arrangement,  six, 

Hon.  Sir.  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Per- 
haps my  hon.   friend  will   allow  me  to 
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correct  an  error  into  which  he  has  fallen. 
The  Premier  represents  a  British  Colum- 
bia constituency^  and  although  long  resi 
dent  in  Ontario,  yet  he^does  not  now  con- 
sider himself  a  representative  of  this 
Province,  his  constituency  not  being 
within  it,  and  I  do  not  think  that  my 
hon.  friend  is  quite  right  in  saying  that 
there  are  six  Ministers  from  Ontario 
now.  There  are  fire  from  this  Province 
and  one  from  British  Columbia. 

Hon.  Mr.   BELLEROSE— I   am  not 
mistaken.      Although  the  gallant  knight 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the   Government 
now  has  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons 
as  member  for  the  city  of  Victoria,  it  is 
well  known  that  he  is  an  Ontario  gentle- 
n^an,  and  the  whole  force  of  his   great 
influence    is    given    to    this    ProviuLC. 
And     whether     Sir     John     A.     Mac- 
donalil     has     a     seat     in     Parliament 
as   a   representative   of  British    Colum- 
bia   or  not    has   nothing    to    do    with 
the   point  that  I  am  now  raising.      It 
is    well   known  that  in  times  gone  by, 
when  the  Hon.  Kobert  Baldwin  lost  his 
election  in  Ontario,  we   in  Quebec  gave 
him    a  seat,  but  no  one,  even  among  his 
opponents  in   Ontario,    ever   «lrearat   of 
raising  such    an  objection   as    tbe   hon. 
Minister  of  Militia  new  does.  The  gallant 
knight  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment  knows  too    much  to  use  such  an 
argument  in  support  of  giving  to  Ontario, 
such  a  large  influence  compared  with  Que- 
bec in  the  Government  of  the  Dominion. 
I  may  fairly  repeat  what   has  been   so 
well   stated  by  the  hon.   mover  of  the 
resolution  under  discussion  (Mr.Trudel), 
"  that  the  appointment  of  the  fourteenth 
Minister  had  roused  much  apprehension," 
and,  let  me  add,  at  this  moment  espe- 
cially,  when  that   Province,  which  has 
never  had  its  fair  share  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day,  is  now  reduced  virtually 
to    three    Ministers,    the    fourth    (Mr. 
Masson)  being  in  such  ill-health    tliat  he 
bad  to  offer  his  re8ignation,or  surrender  his 
Department  and  take  that  of  Piesident 
of  the  Council.     I  have  no  intention  of 
uttering  a  single  word  against  the  hon. 
Minister  I  am  alluding  to.     On   the  con- 
trary, I  am  quite  ready  to  admit  that  he 
was  well  fitted  for  the  post  he  filled  so 
ably.     He  did  much  for  the  militia  force 
of  this  country,  and  it  must  be  a  matter 
of  regret  to  us  all  that  his  health  did  not 
ffan>  Sir  Alexcmder  Campbell, 


allow  him  to  continue  his  efforts  in  that 
direction,  but,  with  all  that,  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  the  Province  he  hails  from 
ought  not  to  suffer  from  his  present  ina- 
bility, and  that  she  ought  to  have  her 
fair  share  in  the  Government  of  tlie 
country,  and  her  cause  better  attended 
to.  1  heard  with  pleasure  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Halifax.  That 
part  of  his  remarks  wherein  he  alluded 
to  some  of  the  utterances  of  the  hon. 
senator  for  DeSalaberry  (Mr.  Trudel), 
was  particularly  pleasing.  The  latter 
g^tleman  had  said,  as  T  have  already 
stated,  "  that  the  appointment  of  the 
fourteenth  Minister  had  roused  a|)]»re- 
hensions."  The  hon.  senator  from  Hali- 
fax (Mr.  Power)  exemplified  this  state- 
ment and  showed  that  such  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  Ministers  from  On- 
tario was  a  menace  to  the  other 
smaller  pi  evinces.  And  so  it  is.  Let 
me,  then,  express  the  hope  that  the  differ- 
ent smaller  provinces  will  see  the  advan- 
tage it  would  be  to  them  if  they  would 
insist  on  having  fair  play  extended  to 
every  province  in  the  Dominion.  And 
it  is  by  so  administering  the  affairs  of 
this  country  at  large  that  we  may  expect 
to  see  peace  and  harmony  reigning 
throughout  the  whole  land.  Such  are 
my  conscientious  views  on  this  impor- 
tant subject.  The  more  I  think  of  it 
the  more  I  feel  that  the  Province  of 
Quebec  should  receive  justice  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  as  a  matter  of 
course.  The  133rd  clause  of  the  B.-itish 
America  Act  impliedly  enacts  such  a 
right,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the 
clause  which  I  will  now  read  :  — 

"  Either  tho  English  or  the  French  language 
may  be  used  by  any  person  in  the  debates  of 
tbe  Houses  of  Parliament  of  Canada." 

Now,  hon.  gtntlemen,  how  can  this 
ei  actment  be  followed  practice,! ly  unless 
we  have  either  a  Minister  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  both  official  languages, 
or  we  have  in  each  House  two  Minister, 
one  speaking  the  one  and  another 
speaking  the  other  language!  ]  And 
this  is  what  we  ask  for.  But  as  we  are 
just  now  situated,  this  clause  has  no 
effect  whatever.  It  is  a  matter  of  daily 
occurrence  that  an  hon.  senator,  not 
knowing  English,  rises  to  put  a  question 
to  the  Government,  and  is  met  Vjy  an 
answer  given  in  English,  and  prefaced 
I  by  the  words,    "I   am  sorry  that  I  can- 
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not  give  my  answer  to   the  hon.  gentle- 
man in   his    own  language."     The  hon. 
Senator  who   is    thus    answered  has  to 
listen  to  words   which  he  cannot  under- 
stand, and  do  without  a   reply   or  go  to 
some  of  his   friends  in  the  Senate  and 
ask    of    them    the    translation    of  the 
answer  given.     Such  a  state  of  things  I 
cannot  willingly  accept ;  my  duty  is  to 
protest  against   it,   because  it  is  unjust, 
unfair    and  practically  unconstitutional. 
The  people  of  my  native  Province  may 
possibly  submit  to  such  treatment.      It 
is  for  them  to  judge  for  themselves,  and 
to  say  whether  their  representatives  in 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  are  doing 
their  duty  towards  them  when  they  suf- 
fer the   Government   to  trample    their 
rights  and  privileges  under  their  feet; 
but  let  me  say  that,  if  they  do  not  feel 
the  insult  and   do  not  resent   it,   the 
sooner  they  cease  crying  out  for  the  pre- 
servation of  their  rights  and  privileges 
the  better.     Every  day  the  French  press 
of  'the  Province  of  Quebec  have   long 
articles,  wherein  they  vindicate  the  rights 
of  the  people  of  that  Province  to  a  share 
of  the   public  patronage.       Every   day 
articles    are    published    wherein    much 
blame  is  thrown  upon  those  who  seem  to 
attach   very    little    importance    to    the 
'  maintaining  of    the    laws,   usages    and 
language  of  that  Province.     But,  I  ask, 
what  is  the  use  of  all  that,  if  they  fail 
to  vindicate  the  most  important  of  their 
privileges,  and  if  they  neglect  to  protest 
against  such  changes  as  those  I  have 
alluded  to,  which  tend  to  deprive  that 
Province  of   the  advantages  gained  to 
her  at  the  time  of  Confederation  by  the 
great  statesman   who   is   no  more — the 
lamented  Sir  Geo.  E.  Cartier  1     What  is 
the  use  of  writing  so  much,  if  they  fail 
to  blame  the  i-epresentativ^s  of  the  people 
of  that  Province,  who  readily  submit  to 
such  a  denial  of  justice  ?     But,  hon.  gen- 
tlemen, let  me  admit,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  the  133rd  clause  of  the 
British  North  America  Act  can  be  inter- 
preted in  different  way^ ;  have  we  not, 
then,  in  our  favor,  the  practical  interpre- 
tation given  to  that  clause  at  the  time  of 
Confederation  by   the  very  framers   of 
that  law,  who  gave  to  this  Senate  the 
advantaore  of  having  always,  since  those 
days,  a  French  member  on  the  Treasury 
benches  of  this  House )     It  is  only  since 
the    present    Government    have    taken 
Hon,  Mr.  Bellerose, 


office  that   Quebec  has    been   deprived 
of  that    which   had    always    been  con- 
sidered,    since     Confedei'atioQ,    as     a 
thing     to     which     she     had     a    right. 
If  such  be  the   case,  how  can  the  people 
of  Quebec  submit    to  this  innovation  1 
What  guarantee  have  they  that,  if  such  an 
interpretation    should  be    admitted,  at 
some  future  day  the  four  Ministers  from 
that  Province  might  not  be  ehosen  out 
of  the  English-speaking  members  of  both 
Houses.     Every  member  of  the  smaller 
Provinces,  whether  in  this  House  or  else- 
where, as  well  as  the  people  of  that  Pro- 
vince, ought  not  to  lose  sight  of  such  a 
danger,  but  ought,  on  the  contrary,  to  see 
that  their*  best  interests    depend   upon 
the  carrying  out  of  the  constitution  as 
interpreted  at   its    very  beginning     by 
those  who  knew  best  the  spirit  of  the  law 
and  were  then  forced  to  give  it  its  correct 
interpretation.     I  am  sure  that  the  peo- 
ple of    Quebec    recollect  too    well    the 
events  which  occurred  in  times,  happily 
gone  by,  to  accept   a  change,  which,  in 
itself,  is  a  menace  to  them  for  the  future, 
and  that  they  do  expect  from  us,  their 
representatives,  that  we  will  i^se  our  best 
energies   to   prevent    such  an  order    of 
things.    Strange  to  say,  while  throughout 
the  whole  civilized   world,  I  may  say, 
and  particularly  in  England,  our  mo'ber 
tongue   is  honored  and  is  taught  in  the 
highest  circles  of  society  as   being  a  lan- 
guage which  cannot  be  dispensed  with, 
only  here   in  Canada,  where   it  may  be 
spoken  as  a  matter  of  coui'se,  the  greatest 
efforts  are  made  to  banish  it.     But  while 
I  am  bound  to  say  so  much,  I  cannot  help 
expressing   my    gratitude    to    so   many 
of  my    hon.   colleagues  in  this   House 
speaking  the  English  language   for  the 
help  they  have  given  us  in  different  cir- 
cumstances,  when   we  had  to  advocate 
this  question.     Last   year,   particularly, 
many  of  those   gentlemen   raised    their 
voices  in  favor,  of  our  ]^retentions,  and 
expressed  their  unprejudiced  opinion  that 
we  were  right,  and  that   we   were  de- 
manding no  more  than  was  due  to  as. 
Lpt  us,  then,  hope  that  with  such  help 
and  with  so  good  a  cause,  we  will  suc- 
ceed in  having  justice  done  to  our  Pro- 
vince.    I  do  not  see  that  I  have  much 
more  to  say  on  this  question  at  present, 
and  I  would   at  thLs  point  resume  my 
seat  were  it  not  for  some  remarks  which 
were  made  before  in  like  circumstanceB. 
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No  doubt,  after  baviiLg  served  my 
•ountry  faithfully  for  many  years  I 
might,  without  being  open  to  the  charge 
of  being  too  ambitious,  manifest  a  desire 
to  receive  at  the  hands  «f  my  friends  the 
reward  to  which  long  services  entitle  a 
man  ;  but  that  I  have  shown  such  a 
desire,  or  done  anything  that  might  ^e 
so  interpreted,  I  deny  emphatically. 
Any  individual  occupying  a  seat  in  this 
or  the  other  House  must  make  friends 
for  himself  before  he  can  entertain  such 
desires,  otherwise  he  will  not  succeed,  as 
everyone  knows.  It  is  well  known  that 
during  the  seven  years  I  have  had  a  seat 
in  this  Senate,  I  have,  every  Session 
advocated  the  rights  of  the  Fronoh- 
speaking  minority  in  this  House  to 
the  translation  of  the  proceedings 
vitfa  voce  duiing  the  sittings.  Every- 
one knows  the  difficulties  I  met 
with,  and  the  awkward  position  I  often 
stood  in  ;  so  much  so  that  more  than 
once  my  private  friends  thought  I  had 
better  drop  the  matter,  lest  it  should 
injure  me  personally  and  diminish  the 
number  of  my  friends.  But  I  thought  I 
could  not  do  so  without  being  untrue  to 
my  Province,  and  I  continued  and  fought 
out  the  battle,  till  I  succeeded  in  getting 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  conducted 
in  both  official  languages.  But  after  I 
had  won  for  my  Province  this  great  ad- 
vantage, the  present  Government  came 
into  office,  and,  as  if  in  disapproval  of 
what  had  been  done  in  favor  of  the 
French-speaking  minority,  no  senator 
speaking  the  French  language  was  taken 
into  the  Government.  Could  I '  stand 
still  1  Could  hon.  members  hailing  from 
that  Province  submit  without  a  protest  1 
Certainly  not.  We  were  all,  and  I  was 
particularly,  bound  to  protest  against'  it, 
and  I  did  so.  We  Quebecers  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  united  in  condemning 
it.  Placed  in  such  circumstances,  how  can 
I  be  attacked  or  charged  with  being  actu- 
ated by  motives  oif  selfishness?  No 
honest  man,  no  honorable  man  could  be, 
and  I  am  sure  that  none  of  my  brother 
senators  has  even  dreamt  of  making  such 
a  charge.  Some  young  men  may  have 
done  so  in  their  ambition  to  rise  before 
the  proper  time  had  come,  but  it  is  a 
sufficient  punishment  to  them  that  their 
intrigues  and  their  utterances  are  known, 
and  that  occasion  is  given  to  appreciate 
them  for  what  they  are  worth.  But  I 
Hon.  Mr.  Bellerose. 


have  further  evidence  to  furnish  that  I 
am  not  actuated  by  self-interest  or  desire 
for  personal  promotion.  Let  me  tell  you 
that  I  have  long  ago,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  received  the  assurance  that  I 
would  never  have  a  seat  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day.  For  twenty-five  or 
thirty  Sessions  I  have  had  a  seat  either 
in  the  Assembly,  the  Commons,  or  the 
Senate.  I  have  always  been  a  true 
Conservative,  and  as  such  stood  by 
my  friends,  as  the  Journals  show. 
But  it  has  been  my  good  or  bad  fortune 
to  have  a  true  sense  of  my  duties  as  a 
public  man,  and  thus  I  have  been  some- 
times placed  in  circumstances  wherein  I 
thought  I  could  not  follow  my  political 
leadera,  whom  I  then  considered  to  be 
wrong.  As  an  illustration,  I  may  men- 
tion the  question  of  the  New  Brunswick 
School  Law.  I  was  the  first  to  raise  my 
voice  upon  it,  and  to  show  that  in  that 
instance  we  could  not  support  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  day.  So  also  in  the  case 
of  the  Government  bill  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Judge  of  the  Coui-t 
of  Divoixje  in  New  Brunswick.  And  a 
few  other  instances  when  I  had  to  fol- 
low my  conscientious  conviotions.  This 
independence  of  mine,  hon.  gentlemen, 
worked  injuriously  to  me.  On  one  of 
these  occasions  one  of  the  Ministers  at 
the  time,  who  is  still  a  prominent  ad- 
viser of  the  Crown,  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that  he  would  not  forget  me,  and 
that  I  would  suffer  for  it.  And  let  me 
add,  that  since  those  days  which  have 
long  since  passed,  he  has  kept  his  word 
and  has  treated  me  more  like  a  foe  than 
like  a  friend.  Nevertheless,  as  is  well 
known,  I  have  ever  been  true  to 
the  flag  in  the  past,  and  hope  I 
shall  continue  to  be  so  in  the 
future,  whatever  the  treatment  I  may 
receive  from  those  who  have  it  in  charge. 
I  am  a  Conservative  by  principle,  and  to 
Conservative  principles  T  shall  always  be 
ti-ue.  I  know  full  well  the  responsibility 
I  am  assuming  ;  but  I  wish  to  shew  that, 
in  adopting  the  course  I  have  taken  on 
this  question  of  the  rights  of  the  French 
language  in  both  Houses,  I  have  done  so 
with  no  hopes  whate\«r  that  it  would 
be  personally  advantageous  to  myself^ 
Knowing,  as  I  do,  that,  at  the  time  of 
the  iormation  of  the  Government  of  the 
day  in  October,  1878,  the  difficulty  about 
the  choice  of  a  senator  from  the  Province 
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of  Quebec  was  that  I  was  in  the  way, 
and  that  it  was  suggested  by  a  gentleman 
who  is  much  indebted  to  ne  for  the  high 
position  he  now  holds,  that  this  diffi- 
culty could  be  met  by  taking  into  the 
Government  no  senator  from  Quebec 
speaking  the  French  language ;  let  me 
state  here,  from  my  seat,  that  I  waive  all 
pretensions  whatsoever  that  I  may  have 
to  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  and  that  I  hope 
that  ray  native  Province  will  recover  that 
which  has  been  taken  from  her  unjustly . 
Now  that  I  waive  any  claim  which  I 
might  have  been  supposed  to  have  in  con- 
sequence of  my  past  services,  I  hope 
that  my  native  Province  will  be  given 
the  representation  to  which  she  is  entitled 
in  the  Cabinet. 

Hon.  Mr.  K  A  U  LB  A  CH-I  do  not  wish 
to  tollow  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  senator 
from  De  Lanaudi6»«,  as  they  relate  to  a 
question  which  interests  Quebec  alone. 
They  bear  upon  his  indomitable  perse- 
verance on  all  occasions  in  this  Hous^  to 
bring  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
the  rights  and  grievances  of  his  native 
Province.  I  admire  the  persistency  with 
which  he  advocates  his  case  and  the 
success  which  has  attended  his  efforts  in 
this  Chamber ;  and  no  doubt  the  Govern 
ment  will,  in  their  wisdom,  do  for  iSke 
Province  of  Quebec  what  they  can, 
consistent  with*  the  proper  administra 
tion  of  the  affairs  of  the  Dominion.  I 
rose  more  particularly  to  reply  to  some 
remarks  of  the  hon.  senator  from  Hali- 
fax, Mr.  Power.  We  are  both  from  the 
same  Province  and  members  of  the  same 
profession,  and  had  it  not  been  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  represented  Nova  Scotia 
as  a  poverty-stricken  country,  as  being 
in  a  state  of  distress  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  the  Dominion,  or  of  that  Pro- 
vince, probably  I  should  have  been  con- 
tent to  let  the  Address  pass  without  com- 
ment on  my  part  other  than  to  express 
my  entire  accord  with  everything  so 
pleasingl)'  and  ably  said  by  the  mover 
and  seconder  thereof.  I  do  not  in- 
tend taking  up  the  clauses  of  the  Speech 
seriatem,or  followingthecourse  of  my  hon 
friend  in  criticising  it,  but  I  shall  take 
up  some  salient  points  raised  by  him  to- 
day, and  endeavor,  so  far  as  I  can,  to  ex- 
press my  views  and  refute  some  of  the 
conclusions  at  which  he  desires  to  arrive. 
As  regards  the  Intercolonial  Railway, 
Hon.  Mr,  BeUerose, 


which  formed  the  principal  subjeet  of 
his  speech,  his  objection  is  that  there  has 
been  too  much  eeonomy  practised  upon 
that  line  during  the  last  year,  and 
that  the  economy  has  not  been 
consistent  with  efficient  management. 
This  appears  to  me  a  bald  assertion  ;  he 
has  given  us  no  data  upon  which  it  is 
based.  He  might  have  gone  back  to  the 
time  before  the  present  Government 
came  into  power  and  enquired  into  the 
efficiency  of  the  management  of  that  road 
under  Mr.  Brydges,  which  was  a  huge 
blunder  from  beginning  to  end.  In  those 
days,  accidents,  loss  of  life,  detention  and 
delays  formed  the  subject  of  comment  in 
this  House  and  the  country.  We  found 
hon.  gentlemen  im  this  House  rising  to 
their  feet  and  denouncing  that  road,  and 
suggesting  that  it  be  given  away  to  a 
company  to  run  it,  and  stating  that  it  was 
a  drag  on  the  revenue  of  the  country. 
The  present  Government  have  effected 
economy  without  interfering  with  the 
efficiency  of  the  road  ;  they  have  saved 
$200,000,  and  yet  my  hon.  friend  from 
Halifax  complains.  He  funiishes  no 
proof  that  this  result  has  been  arrived  at 
through  false  economy,  or  that  the  rolling 
stock  andequipmentof  the  read  are  suffer- 
ing any.  The  management,  I  believe, 
has  been  satisfactory,  and  I  have  been 
informed  that  the  Minister  of  Railways, 
in  answer  to  a  formal  enquiry  just  now 
made  of  him  in  the  Commons,  has  invited 
the  most  searching  investigation  into  the 
entire  management  of  the  railway,  and 
assured  the  House  that  the  rolling  stock 
and  permsuient  way  are  better  now  than 
they  ever  have  been.  There  has  been  no 
increase  in  the  rates.  I  believe  that 
economy  which  has  been  effected  by  the 
Minister  of  Railways  will  ultimately 
bring  about  a  reduction  in  the 
freight  and  passenger  ratea.  When 
we  can  state  to  Parliament  ihat 
the  road  can  be  run  at  less  expense  to 
the  travelling  public,  and  that  thereby 
traffic  can  be  facilitated  between  the 
Provinces,  there  ^'ill  be  a  reduction  in 
this  respect.  It  never  was  contended  or 
supposed  that  the  Intercolonial  Railwaj 
should  be  run  on  mere  commercial  prin- 
ciples ;  it  was  regarded  from  the  first  as 
a  commercial  highway  between  the  Pro- 
vinces, uniting  the  eastern  and  western 
portions  of  the  Dominion  together  It 
was  a  part  of  the  scheme  of  Confedera- 
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tion,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  system  of  canals  ot  the 
St.  Lawrence;  it  will  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject for  which  it  was  designed.  Our 
bonnden  duty,  therefore,  is  to  encourage* 
economy  in  the  management  of  the  road 
consistent  with  efficient  administration. 
I  contend  that  this  has  been  dene  ;  I 
have  given  good  e^ddence  of  it ;  but  my 
hon.  friend  from  Halifax  has  not 
given  ns  a  solitary  fact  that  can  in  any 
way  sustain  his  assertion  to  the  contrary. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  freight  deten- 
tions of  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man complains  have  been  on  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  and  not  on 
the  Intercolonial.  I  am  sure  we  cannot 
complain  of  the  additional  link  we  have 
got  through  the  purchase  of  the  Riviere 
du  Loup  branch.  We  have  reason  to 
congratulate  ourselves  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  helped  us  to  get  our  Interco- 
lonial highway  extended  to  Point  Ldvis 
independent  of  the  Grand  Trunk,  and 
that  it  is  being  laid  with  steel  rails  and 
will  receive  full  repairs.  I  shall  now 
refer  to  the  National  Policy.  From  the 
£i-st  I  was  a  stroBg  advocate  of  it,  be 
lieving  it  would  help  to  build  up  our 
home  industries,  promote  foreign  trade, 
and  develop  our  great  and  varied  re- 
sources, and  I  have  seen  no  reason  to 
regret  the  support  which  I  have  given 
to  that  patriotic  Canadian  policy.  We 
were  told  by  its  opponents,  when  the 
]X)licy  was  first  announced  to  the  people, 
that  it  was  merely  a  delusion  ;  an  elec- 
tioneering kite  ;  that  the  Conservative 
party  would  never  cairy  into  it  effect. 
.  The  present  Government  surprised  the 
opponents  of  that  policy.  They  intro- 
duced a  new  tariff  and  made  a 
thorough  change  in  the  policy  of  the 
country.  They  stand  now  in  the  presence 
of  about  nine  months*  ei^rience  of 
their  legislation,  and  can,  with  becoming 
pride,  look  at  its  results.  They  found, 
when  they  assumed  office,  the  country  in 
a  state  of  distress  and  despondency.  The 
late  Government  had  told  the  people 
that  nothing  could  be  done  to  relieve  the 
depression.  Their  inaction  and  expres- 
sion of  helplessness  had  a  material  effect 
in  deepening  the  prevailing  gloom.  When 
the  present  Administration  came  into 
power  they  redeemed  the  pledges  they 
had  made  to  the  people,  and  inspired 
new  hope  among  them.  We  all  know 
Jlon,  Mr.  KauCbach, 
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found  millions  of  dollars  of  capital  lying 
dormant,  some  mines  closed  up, 
and  otbers  working  slowly  with 
no  profit.  That  branch  of  in- 
dustry was  thoroughly  paralyzed. 
What  has  been  the  result  of  the  new 
tariff?  I  anticipated  myself  that  the 
fifty  cents  per  ton  imposed  upon  coal 
would  probably  be  more  of  a  tax  than 
anything  else  ;  but,  so  far,  the  result 
has  proved  to  some  extent  the  contrary. 
"We  sent  to  Montreal  last  year  60,000 
tons  more  coal  than  during  the  preceding 
year.  This  is  the  state ment  made  in  the 
report  of  the  Harbor  Commissioners  of 
Montreal.  Has  that  not  been  the  result 
of  the  National  Policy  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— Can  the  hon. 
gentleman  inform  me  how  much  came  to 
Montreal  from  the  Maritime  Proyinoes 
during  1877  and  1878  1 

Hon.  Mr.  KATJLBA.CH  —  If  my 
figures  are  right  —  and  I  think  they 
are,  as  they  are  from  the  report  of 
the  Harbor  Commissioners  of  Mon- 
treal—  the  amount  in  1877  was  about 
65,000  tons;  and  in  1879,  117,000 
tons,  an  increase  of  over  60,000. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— What  was  it  in 
1878? 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— I  have  aot 
got  it  for  that  year;  but  I  need  not 
assure  my  hon.  friend  his  observation 
and  his  own  knowledge  must  convince 
him  that  there  was  little  or  no  difference 
—  probably  less  in  1878  than  in  1877. 
It  shews  that  even  with  the  trifling  pro- 
tection which  the  tariff  affords,  we  can 
get  coal  up  as  far  as  Montreal,  and  I 
am  in  hopes  that  the  Government  will  see 
it  in  their  wisdom  possible  to  so  arrange 
the  tariff  and  help  the  coal  industry  as  to 
enable  us  to  convey  it  up  the  St.  Law- 
lence  canals,  probably  as  far  as  Samia. 
With  the  addition  of  say  25  cents  a  ton 
we  can  accomplish  that,  and  besides,  get 
return  freights  of  grain,  flour  and  other 
products  of  our  great  West.  In  that 
way  we  can  show  that  there 
is  a  reciprocity  of  feeling  and  interest 
between  the  Provinces  of  this  ceuntry ; 
that  Parliament  is  not  legislating  in  a 
sectional  way ;  that  we  are  not  to  put 
trade  against  trade,  and  section  against 
section ;  but  that  we  are  looking  to  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  Dominion,  believing 
that  if  any  one  portion  is  benefited,  its 
Hon.  Mr.  Kaidbach. 


prosperity   will    react  upon  the  whole. 
My  hon.  friend  the  ex-Secretary  of  State 
says  that  huge  monopolies  are   getting 
wealth} .  In  doing  so  are  they  not  utilk- 
ing  their    capital    and   employing    the 
labor    of    the    country,    and    will    not 
this  benefit  the  whole  Dominion  ?  These 
large  industries  cannot  prosper  without 
the  farmers  receiving  some  benefit.     It 
seems     as     if    the      hon.     gentlemen 
desired     to     set    class     against    class ; 
to    lead    the    farmers    to    believe    that 
there     was    an     antagonism      between 
them  and  the  manufacturing  and  other 
industries  of  the  country.     Such  seems, 
at  least,  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Opposition, 
arid  if  they  succeed  they  will  become 
masters  of  the  situation  and  sweep  the 
field.     But  I  contend  that  there  is  no 
cause   or  reason  for    such    antagonism 
between  manufacturers  and  fanners,  and 
no  such  antagonism  is  likely  to  arise,  but 
that  their  industries  must  tend  to  benefit 
each  other.     The  best  market  that  the 
farmer  has  is  the  home   market.     We 
know  that  the  fields  of  the  farmers  of 
Ontario  are  diminishing  to  some  ex  tent  in 
capacity  of  wheat  production  for  want  of 
variety  and  rotation  of  crops ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  a  benefit  to  them  to  be 
able  to  cultivate  other  crops  of  a  more 
perishable  character  for  which  they  can 
find  a  market  at  their  own  doors,  among 
the    manufacturing    industries    of    the 
country.       To   attemj^t  to   set   up   the 
farming  community  against  the  manu- 
facturing industries  of  the  country  is,  it 
seems  to  me,  suicidal  to  the  farmer  him- 
self.       It     cannot    be    said     that    the 
increase     of    the    tariff    beara     hardly 
upon      the      agricultural      community. 
They     must     proportionately      inci^easo 
in   wealth    with    increasing    prosperity 
of      the       manufacturing       industries. 
The  motive  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  who 
try   to   create  this  antagonism  between 
the  vanous  interests  of  the  country  can- 
not be  for  the  general  good  of  the  whole 
Dominion,      t   have  spoken  of  the  im- 
provement in  the  local  trade,  and  I  shall 
now  refer  to  another  industry.     I  would 
ask  my  hon.  friend  to  what  does  he  at- 
tribute the  increase  in  the  sugjir  trade  of 
62,000,000  pounds  imported  into  Mon- 
treal during  the  last  twelve  months  1    Is 
it  due  to  the  saying  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment,  "  we  can  do  nothing  "  to  develop 
the  industries  of  the   co«ntry,   or  is  it 
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owing  to  the  National  Policy  1    My  hon. 
friend   (Mr.   Power)    knows  very  well 
that  oar  West  India  trade  has  largely 
increased  and  must  necessarily  increase 
under  the  present  tariff,  and  with  the 
development     of   our  home  industries. 
Is  it  not  due  to  the  public  confidence 
in      the     National     Policy     that    the 
capitalists  of  Halifax  have  been  induced 
to  invest  830#,000  in  establishing  a  susar 
refinery  in  Halifax  1     My  hon.  friend 
will  not,  surely,  contend  that  Ifaat  enter- 
prise is  an  injury  to  his  native  city,  and 
that   it  is  not  the  result  of  the  present 
fisoal  policy  ?    I  do  not  know  whether  he 
has  tiJcen  any  stock  in  the  refiaery  ;  but 
I  do  know  that  men,  holding  such  views 
as  my  hon.  friend  has  expressed,  have 
invested  largoly  in  it,  and,  if  I  mistake 
mot,   the  preponderance  of  the  stock  in 
that  coapany  is  held  by  men  of  the  same 
political  views  as  tke    hon.  gentleman 
from   Halifax,   and  we  have  reasen  to 
believe  that  another  refinery  is    being 
started  in  Moncton.     There  is  no  doubt 
the  country   is  benefiting  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  such    industries;    and  the 
huge  ■K>nopolies  that  the  hon.  gemtleman 
speaks  of  will  not  exist,  because  the  com- 
petition in  any  branch  of  trade  in  which 
money  is  to  be  made  will  be  too  keen  to 
allow  prices  to  rise  higher  than  are  neces- 
sary to  give  a  fab  profit  for  the  eapital 
invested.     I  am  surprised,  therefore,  to 
hear     the     hon.    gentleman     say    that 
nothing  but  distress  has  come  out  of  the 
National    Policy.      Speaking  for  Nova 
Scotia,   I  feel  assured  there  is  no  other 
Province  in  Canada  to-day  more  pros- 
perous.    Our  fisheries  have  yielded  an 
abundant  harvest ;  our  shipping  is  profit- 
ably employed.     To  be  sure  masy  of  us 
were  scared  at  the  abundant  catch  of  fish, 
and  sold  out  at  low  prices.  If  we  had  not 
done  so  we  would  have  been  better  off 
to-day.     I  am  prepared  to  say  that  tliere 
is  a  want  of  money  amongst  us ;   but 
that      any    branch      of    industry     has 
gone  down  in  consequence,  or  that  we 
have  suffered  materially  in  any  way,  my 
hon.    friend    will  fail    to  convince  this 
House ;  on  the  contrary,  hope  has  taken 
the  place  of  despair  in  every  bianch  of 
trade    and    industry    in    Nova    Scotia. 
There  has  been  a  revival  and  a  Z'^al  to 
press  forwiu:^. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— How  about  real 
estatef 

I£o7U  Mr,  Knuf/Muh* 


Hon.  Mr.  KATJLBACH  -I  will  not 
pretend  to  say  how  it  is  in  Halifax,  to 
which  my  hon.  friend's  knowledge  seems 
confined,  but  1  know  in  the  country  real 
estate  brings  fair  prices,  when  sold  on 
time.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  momey,  but 
there  is  no  poverty  in  the  country  ;  farm- 
ers generally  have  their  cellars  weU  sup- 
plied with  provisions,  and  although 
money  may  be,  for  a  time,  scarce  in  the 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  yet  every 
branch  of  trade  is  comparatively  prosper- 
ous— very  prosperous  when  compared 
with  what  it  was  when  the  late  Govern- 
ment was  in  power  j  we  were  then  in  a 
state  of  dependency.  We  were  told  by 
the  Government  that  we  could  not  help 
ourselves,  but  the  present  Administration 
placed  the  country  in  such  a  posi- 
tion that  when  the  reaction  set  in  we 
were  preared  to  take  the  benefit  of  it. 
The  very  hope  and  confidence  which  it 
inspired  in  us  gave  new  life  and 
energy  to  the  people,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  those  promptings  have  very  much 
to  do  with  the  prosperity  of  every  man. 
One  remark  was  made  about  our  Nova 
Scotia  fishing  industry  which  probably 
adds  more  than  any  other  industry  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  people.  In  1878  there 
were  96  fishing  vessels  built ;  tonnage, 
3,770.  In  1879  there  were  155  ;  tonnage, 
5,968  ;  making  an  increase  of  60  vessels 
in  the  fisheries  in  1879  over  1878,  and 
an  increase  of  2,198  tons  burthen.  Has 
the  poliey  of  the  Government  nothing  to 
do  with  that  1  L  contend  it  has.  My  friend 
looks  doubtful.  Have  not  the  fisheries 
received  the  benefit  of  the  drawbacks  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— There  must  be 
some  mistake  in  your  statistics. 

Hon.  Mr.. KAULBACH— There  is  no 
mistake  in  my  statistics.  I  contend  that 
the  increase  of  vessels  engaged  in  the 
fisheries  in  1879  over  1878  is  just  what 
I  have  stated,  as  I  have  taken  some  pains 
to  get  accurate  figures.  That  is  the  state 
of  the  fisheries  to-day,  and  I  contend  that 
it  is  largely  due  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  Our  ships  are  well  em- 
ployed, taking  large  freights  at  remune- 
rative rates.  I  might  also  refer  to  the 
revival  of  the  lumber  tmde,  not  only  in 
Nova  Scotia,  but  also,  more  particularly, 
iu  this  portion  of  the  Dominion.  And 
then  there  is  our  great  and  important 
iron  industry,    which  has  revived.     In 
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Nova  Scotia  we  can  refer  to  the  London- 
derry mine,  which  has  made  a  new  de- 
parture, and  is  said  to  be  paying  hand- 
somely,    and    which,    under    the    late 
Government,    threatened    to  close    up. 
But  we  are  told  that  whatever  prosperity 
has  come  is  owing  to  our  proximity  to 
the  neighboring  Republic.     I    agree  in 
that,    for  the  nearer  we  approach    the 
tariff  policy  of  our  neighbors  the  better. 
What  is  good  for  them  is  good  for  us — 
reciprocity  in  trade  and  reciprocity  in  tar- 
iffs.    But  what  does  astonish  me  most  is 
the  doctrine  propounded  by  the  Grits  of 
Ontario,  that  the  tariff  is  actually  cheap- 
ening  grain  to  the    Canada  consumer. 
This,  certainly,  if  true,  is  also  of  great 
importance  to  us  .in  the  Maritime  Prov- 
inces, who  look  for  cheap  flour  and  Indian 
com.     I  find  my  hon.  friend   has  left 
his  seat.      I  intended    to  ask    him    U> 
name     any     other     industry     that     he 
considered      was     suffering     from     the 
National       Policy.       He       spoke       of 
immigration  to  this  country.     I  am  sure 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  policy  of  die 
Minister  •f  Agriculture  has  largely  to  do 
with  the  anticipated   increase  of  immi- 
gration into  Canada.       The    very    fact 
of  bringing  out  delegates  representing 
the  tenant  farmers  of  England  to  inspect 
and  judge  for  themselves  of  the  capabili- 
ties of  the  country  will  be  of  great  bene- 
fit to  Canada,  and  will  do  wonders  in 
increasing  the  immigration.      The   late 
Administration  gave  tens  of  thousands 
of  dollars  to  paid  agents,  in  whom  .the 
people   have  no  confidence,  to   promote 
emigration,  but  the  delegates,  who  have 
visited  Canada  and  have  seen  for  them< 
selves  have  reported  more  favorably  on 
our  country  and  the  prairie  lands  of  the 
North  West  than  of  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  will  do  more  for  us  than 
the  paid  agents  ;  therefore,  I  say  that  the 
Government  have   adopted    the    wisest 
policy,  they  have  not  remained  inactive, 
saying  they  could  do  nothing,  or  that  we 
would   have  to   wait  until   Providence 
helps    us.     As  I  have  remarked  before, 
Providence  only  helps  those  who   help 
themselves,  and  w«  find  to-day  in  every 
branch  of  trade,  help  has  come  to  us 
from  Providence,  because  we  have  done 
what  Providence  required   of    us :     we 
helped  ourselves.     With  resptct  to  the 
Fishery  Award,  I  believe,  and  our  fisher- 
men risrhtly  claim,that  what  the  fisheries 
Hon,  Mr.  Kaitlbach. 


have  gained,  the  fisheries  sh^uTd  keep, 
and     the     money     should    be    applied 
towards   the    establishment    of  a  well- 
regulated     system     of     communication 
along   our   coasts^   by   which  fishermen 
could  be  kept  posted  as  to  the  locality  of 
the  fishi.     I  hope  that   nothing  will  be 
done  with  this  money  until  Government 
have  matured  their  policy  regarding  it, 
and  see  that  it  is  used  to  the  permanent 
benefit  of  the  fishermen.     We  were  told 
that  the  tax  on  wheat  would  destroy  our 
canying  trade,  as  far  as  Amerioan  grain 
in  transit  was  concerned — ^that  we  were 
going  to  deprive  our  shipping   of  ^  the 
grain  of  the  West,  but  it  has   not   had 
that  effect  s«  far.     We  find  that  during 
last  year  in  Montreal  there  were  shipped 
4,000,000  bushels  of  wheat   more  than 
the  previous   year,  or  during  any  previ- 
ous year.     We   are   told  that    this  has 
been  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary 
wheat  crop  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States.     It  canmot  be  attributed  to  that 
cause,    however,    as    there     were    over 
3,000,00d  bushels    of    an  increase     up 
to    the      end    of    September,      1879, 
before     the      new     harvest     was     rea- 
dy     for    exportation.      Therefore,      I 
am  prepared  to  say  that,  instead  of  that 
tax  being  injurious  to  this  Dominion  or 
the  shipping  trade,  it  has  had  the  very 
opposite  effect.     And  we  have  not  only 
been     able     to      send     up     our     coal 
to     fkitario,     but    we     have    obtained 
for     our     ocean      vessels     the      trans- 
port    of    the    grain    of    the    Western 
States  to  Europe.     Tho  arrivals  of  ocean 
vessels  at  the  port  of  Montreal  last   year 
shew   an    increase   of  100  over  those  of 
any  previous  year.     This   does  not  shew 
a  state  of  distress  in  the  Dominion  ;   on 
the   contrary,    it  is  to    me  a   sign    of 
prosperity.     I  regret   to  find   that  any 
hon.     gentleman     should     introduce    a 
feeling  antagonistic  to  the  construction  of 
the  Pacific  Railway,  and   that  members 
holding  prominent  positions  in  the  late 
Gk>vernment  should  virtually  repudiate 
that  great  public  work.    They  may  state, 
as  they  do  in  effect,  that  we  should  sever 
our  connection   with   British  Columbia; 
that  disintegatlon  of  the  Union  should 
take  plate,  and  that  the  cohesive  power 
that   unites   these  Provinces  altogether 
should  be  set  aside.     Coming  from  Nova 
Scotia,  a  Province  holding  a  similar  posi- 
tion on   the  eastern  coast  of  tlie  Do- 
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minion  as  British  Columbia  occupies  on 
the  west,  and  whose  interests  are  nearly 
identical,  I  contend  that  it  would 
have  a  demoralising  effect  en  the 
whole  Dominion  should  British  Columbia 
sever  her  connection  with  the  Confederat- 
tion.  The  late  Administration  were 
largely  responsible  for  our  present 
position.  The  Government  of  Sir  John 
A.  Macdonald,  it  is  well  known,  under- ' 
took  to  complete  the  Pacific  Railway  by 
a  wise  policy,  through  a  company,  by 
means  of  a  subsidy  of  land  and  money  ; 
but  through  the  intrigues  of  the  Opposi- 
tion the  project  was  destroyed,  and  the 
construction  of  the  railway  by  that 
means  had  to  be  abandoned.  As  soon  as 
these  men  came  into  power,  gloating  over 
the  destruction  they  had  wrought,  they 
proceeded  to  construct  the  railway  as  a 
Government  work,  and  after  having  ex- 
pended over  $10,000,000  in  that  way, 
they  would  now  virtually  repudiate  it 
altogether.  My  hon  friend  has  complained 
of  the  original  terms  with  British  Colum- 
bia, but  has  forgotten  the  obligations  which 
his  friends  entered  into  to  construct  the 
road  on  Vancouver  Island  at  a  cost  of 
£ye  or  six  millions  of  dollars. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— Two  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

Hon.  Mr.  KATJLBACH— T  am  sure 
it  would  be  double  that  by  the  time  it 
was  built.  In  addition  to  that,  they 
piomised  that  |2,000,000  a  year  should 
be  the  minimum  ex|>ended  on  the  main- 
land, even  before  they  knew  where  the 
road  was  to  be  located,  or  whether  they 
could  find  any  practical  route.  They  re- 
ferred this  matter  to  Lord  Caranrvon, 
and  agreed  to  be  governed  by  his  arbi- 
trament. What  is  the  result  1  The  Gov- 
ernment, as  far  as  they  could,  pledged 
themselves  to  this  enormous  expenditure 
in  British  Columbia.  Fortunately  for 
this  country,  there  was  a  Senate  to  de- 
feat such  a  monstrous  undertaking.  But 
now  that  we  have  undertaken  to  build 
120  miles  ot  railway  through  British  Col- 
umbia, they  raise  the  objection  that 
we  are  squandering  the  public  money, 
and  repudiate  all  that  tkey  have  them- 
selves done.  I  cannot  understand  how 
men  who  know  their  own  history  can  so 
stultify  their  own  actions  and  their  own 
pnuciples  in  relation  to  the  position  of 
the  railway.  Yes,  fortunately  for  the 
Him.  Mr.  Katdbach. 


country,  we  had  a  Senate  in  187r/,  who 
rejected  the  policy  of  the  Goveanment — 
at  that  time  a  policy  which  would  have 
ruined  the  country  had  it  been  carried 
out.  My  hon.  friend  from  British  Col- 
umbia (Mr.  Macdonald)  has  informed  me 
that  if  the  120  miles  from  Emory's  Bar 
to  Savona's  Ferry,  now  under  contract, 
were  built,  flour  and  grain  now  raised 
in  the  Fraser  River  Valley,  which  is 
sufficknt  for  the  consumption  of  the 
whole  of  British  Columbia,  could  l>e 
utilized  instead  of  importing  it  fi-om  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  would  lead  to 
the  development  of  a  larger  tract  of  fer- 
tile country.  I  cannot  see  how  hon. 
gentlemen  who  were  pledged  to  the 
policy  of  the  late  Government  in 
relation  to  the  construction  of 
this  railway  can  come  forward  and  raise 
an  objection  to  the  building  of  this  .  20 
miles  of  road  in  British  Columlda, 
when  it  is  1  he  very  same  section  of  uie 
railway  for  which  they  had  tenders  «'ut 
for  construction  just  before  the  elections 
in  1878,  and  to  which  they  had  shi}».ed 
the  steel  rails  for  the  track.  Couid  it 
have  been  done  merely  to  deceive  the 
electors]  What  other  inferenc**  crin 
be  drawn  when  comparing  their  present 
with  their  past  conduct  1  Mv  hon. 
friend  from  Halifax  would  lead  ii<  to 
believe  that  the  commercial  depressioa 
is  worse  to-day  under  the  National  Poncy 
than  it  was  l)efore  ;  that  there  is  no 
reaction,  and  that  the  country  is  opp*'sed 
to  our  fiscal  policy.  The  interim  «  lec- 
tions tell  a  different  tale.  In  all  the 
elections  that  have  taken  place  sine  ho 
17th  September.  1878,  the  Goveu,  ent 
have  not  lost  a  single  seat,whilst  thes  ve 
gained  four.  Even  the  rural  (lis  •  ts 
have  given  a  large  support  in  fav  of 
the  present  policy.  Therefore,  hov  he 
hon.  gentleman  can  contend  that  «'re 
is  a  reaction  against  the  policy  c  le 
Government,  especially  in  tie  fm  »g 
districts,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceiv.-  Ve 
find  new  life,  new  hope,  new  vii^'i  id 
new  enerjry  throughout  the  Dom-  n,. 
and  in  every  instance  when  the  <i.  i- 
ment  appealed  to  the  people  i.y 
came  back  strengthened  by  the  (*•  t. 
My  hon.  friend  from  Halifax  reft^  .  to 
the  extravagant  expenditures  of  tl.  o- 
vemment.  On  that  ni.itter  I  thu  he 
Public  Accounts  will  shew  pro})er  '  -  •)- 
my   in   the     administration    of     .        ic 
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affairs.  For  instance,  under  Legislation, 
the  increase  is  mainly  due  to  the  cost  of 
the  general  election,  which  was  in  round 
numbers  $120,000.  Another  large  in- 
crease is  in  the  Militia  Department,  for 
drill,  which  was  starved  to  death  under 
the  late  Government.  Another  in  the 
Post  Office  service,  and  then  an  increase 
in  the  interest  on  our  public  debt  rolled 
up  by  the  late  Administration.  Those 
are  matters  which  can  be  better  discussed 
at  a  later  stage  of  this  Session.  I  shall, 
at  present,  not  further  trespass  on 
the  patience  of  hon.  gentlemen. 
I  would  not  have  taken  part  in  this  de- 
bate but  for  the  remarks  of  mj  hon. 
friend  from  Halifax  (Mr.  Power)  and 
the  deplorable  condition  he  represented 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  to  be  in.  I 
arose  to  express  my  views  in  favor  of  the 
National  Policy,  and  to  bear  my  testi- 
mony to  the  better  feeling  that  prevails 
amongst  our  people,  and  to  the  energy 
and  life  that  have  dawned  and  have  sprung 
up  under  the  present  condition  of  things. 
There  is  an  earnest  hope,  an  earnest  con- 
fidence and  an  increase  of  prosperity  in 
the  country.  So  far  1  have  been  a  strong 
advocate  of  the  National  Policy,  and  al- 
though there  are  some  things  in  it  that 
can  be  improved  upon,  I  feel  that  upon 
their  tariff  I  can  strongly  support  the 
Government,  and  in  doing  so  I  am  satis- 
fied that  I  am  not  misrepresenting  the 
interests  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Hon.' Mr.  ALMON- -I  would  not 
have  risen  to  speak  on  this  question  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  challenge  thrown 
oat  by  the  senior  member  for  I{aiifax 
(Mr.  Power),  and  the  jeering  way  in 
which  he  spoke  when  he  asked  me  to 
answer  the  observations  that  he  made. 
He  did  so  in  a  way  that  would  lead  the 
House  to  suppose  that  I  could  not  do  so. 
That,  I  thought,  came  with  a  very  ill 
taste  from  the  hon.  gentleman,  whose 
father  was  a  menber  lor  the  county  of 
Halifax  for  ten  years,  and  made  no 
speeches  during  that  time  except  two, 
which  were  written,  and  said  to  have 
been  inspired  by  a  gentleman  not  a  hun- 
dred miles  from  me  just  now.  Perhaps 
I  am  wromg  in  saying  that  he  made  only 
two  speeches ;  he  made  another  one  that 
I  remember,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
said  that  the  Maritime  Provinces  had 
nothing  to  expect  from  the  Orits  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Katdbach, 


Upper  Provinces.  That  was  often  quot- 
ed and  never  denied,  and,  thereftre,  may 
fairly  be  accepted  as  hb  utterance. 
I  say  it  in  no  disparagement  of 
that  gentleman.  He  was  a  silent 
member,  but  the  people  of  Halifax 
felt  that  with  regard  to  trade  and  com- 
merce he  was  a  good  authority.  If  the 
mantle  of  silence  had  fallen  on  his  chil- 
dren, the  Province  would  be  no  worse  off 
and  we  would  have  been  less  bored  in  this 
Chamber.  When  the  hon.  gentleman 
challenged  me  to  speak  of  the  bad  state 
of  things  in  Nova  Scotia  and  the  country 
generally,  he  instanced  the  number  of  in- 
solvencies which  had  taken  place  in  1879. 
When  a  person  fails  in  1879,  when  do 
his  losses  commence?  Did  they  com- 
mence that  yearl  No;  in  all  proba- 
bility during  the  five  years  preceding  it, 
when  every  one  was  losing  money  hand 
over  fist.  His  losses  culminated  in  1879 
because  prices  were  then  beginning  to 
rise.  What  was  the  use  of  bringing 
actions  against  a  party  sooner  ?  Nothing 
could  be  got  for  goods  or  property,  and, 
therefore,  the  creditors  waited  until  the 
good  times  commenced,  and  then  pushed 
the  man  into  bankruptcy.  Take  an 
analogy  from  my  own  profession.  Con- 
sumption is  said  to  run,  on  an  average, 
for  two  years.  A  man  dies  of  con- 
sumption in  1879.  Did  the  cold  which 
developed  the  tubercles  on  his  lungs 
commence  that  year  ?  No,  it  commenced 
two  yeara  previous.  I  take  another 
illustration  from  my  own  practice..  Take 
a  case  of  fever  and  ague,  contractea  from 
malaria  in  the  district  of  New  Orleans. 
The  disease  does  not  break  out  there, 
but  when  the  man  comes  to  Nova  Scotia. 
Will  any  one  tell  me  that  our  invigorat- 
ing x^limate  and  sea  breezes  occasioned 
that  attack  ?  No,  it  is  the  seeds  of  the 
fever  and  ague  as  laid  at  New  Orleans. 
The  hon.  gentleman  asked  if  the  trade  of 
Halifax  has  decreased.  I  think  the 
senior  member  is  acquainted  with  one 
Alfred  Jones  who  is  said  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  sugar  importers  there.  Under 
the  old  regime  he  had  two  ships  engaged 
in  the  West  India  trade,  he  now  has  six ; 
that  means  a  voyage  made  every  four  or 
six  weeks,  and  you  all  know  the  value  of 
a  cargo  of  fish  sent  otit  there,  or  of  sugar 
brought  back.  That  certainly  does  not 
look  as  though  Alfred  Jones  thought 
that  the  duties  on  sugar  were  inimical  to 
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the  Wesb  India  trade.  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  give  the  senior  member  for  Hali- 
fax credit  for  sincerity  when  he 
states  that  the  workshops  at  Moncton 
ward  built  by  the  Mackenzie  Govern- 
ment. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER—I  stated  nothing 
of  the  sort. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALMON — On  the  contrary, 
he  did  not  say  built,  but  very  much  im- 
proved, and  he  spoke  of  their  being  such 
very  fine  buildings  and  a  credit  to  the 
countrv.  I  think  he  said,  if  the  report- 
ers took  him  down,  that  the  workshops 
at  Moncton  were  largely  improved,  and 
made  models  of  workshops  under  the  old 
Cjovernment. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— It  is  true  that  I 
said  they  were  improved  by  the  old  Gov- 
ernment. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALMON  —  Likewise  he 
went  on  to  say  that  this  has  since  been 
done  away  with  and  that  the  work  is  to 
be  done  by  contract  in  future.  I  am 
very  glad  to  hear  it.  I  am  not  acquaint- 
ed with  the  manufacturers  of  St  John 
and  other  places,  but  I  am  very  glad 
that  the  Government  has  gone  out  of 
that  business  and  given  the  mechanics 
and  workmen  of  Halifax  a  chance  to  com- 
pete for  the  Work  of  those  shops.  He 
likewise  spoke  largely  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railway,  and  accused  me  of  making  a 
mistake  when  I  told  him  no  accident  had 
occurred  in  my  journey  up.  I  contrasted 
the  journey  from  Halifax  up  with  the 
trip  I  took  seven  years  ago  when  I 
travelled  to  Portland,  partly  by  way  of 
the  Intercolonial,  partly  by  the  St  John 
&  Bangor,  and  partly  by  the  Grand 
Trunk ;  for  3  days  i  slept  in  the  train, 
in  a  snow  bank,  and  not  in  a  Pullman. 
This  time  I  left  Halifax  at  the  usual 
time  and  got  into  Quebec  only  an  hour 
and  a  quarter  behind  time.  The  cause 
of  that  delay  was,  the  engineer  tested 
the  engine  and  found  she  was  too  weak 
to  take  us  through  the  snow,  so  he  put 
on  anotlier  engine,  that  was  'why  ve 
were  an  hour  and  a  quarter  behind  time. 
I  asked  what  became  of  this  engine, 
which,  according  to  the  senior  member 
from  Halifax  must  have  been  smashed 
to  smithereens,  and  was  informed  that  it 
was  sent  back  to  Moncton  by  itself.  1 
may  have  l>een  iu  very  great  danger  ; 
I  certainly  did  not  know  it, 
Hon,  Mr,  Almon. 


The  hon.  gentleman  spoke  of  the  dis- 
charge of  men  employed  on  the  railway. 
A  good  many  have  been  discharged  and 
some  of  them  I  feel  very  sorry  for.  I 
remonstrated  in  several  instances,  and 
what  was  the  answer  1  1  was  told  that 
the  road  had  been  overcrowded  with  men 
by  the  late  Government.  The  managers 
had  been  instructed  to  take  them  on. 
Some  were  good  men,  if  there  had  been 
anything  for  them  to  do,  and  they  would 
like  to  have  kept  them  on  ;  but  there 
were  others  who  were  not  able  to  do  a 
day's  work,  and  had  been  put  on  merely 
through  ])olitical  influence  I  asked  why 
they  had  taken  on  more  than  was  neces- 
sary and  was  told  :  "It  is  all  very  well, 
but  we  would  get  a  note  from  Mr.  So- 
and-so,  telling  us  to  take  oh  somebody 
and  give  him  work,  and  we  could  not 
refuse."  I  have  heard  the  senior  member 
for  Halifax  address  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  lailroad  from  Lake  Nipissing, 
westward,  a  matter  of  which  he  could 
know  nothing  but  what  he  could 
get  from  a  blue  book.  I  have  heard  him 
dilate  for  hours  upon  it ;  but  his  elo- 
quence was  not  expended  '^so  much  on 
that  subject  as  on  the  discharge  of  a  con- 
stable from  Halifax  station.  I  am  inter- 
ested in  the  prosperity  of  Halifax  and 
am  very  willing  that  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment should  carry  the  Intercolonial 
to  the  deep-water  terminus  at  West's 
Wharf,  but  I  am  not  so  deeply  interested 
as  to  ask  them  to  find  a  constable  for  the 
Halifax  depot  If  a  constable  is  wanted, 
I  think,  from  what  I  know  of  my  coun- 
trymen, that  they  will  not  expect  their 
senior  member  here  to  appeal  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  God's  sake  to  keep  a  con- 
stable for  them  and  pay  him  out  of  the 
Dominion  revenue.  The  hon.  senator 
alluded  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Black 
and  Mr.  Boggs,  and  sneered  at  those 
gentlemen.  Mr.  Black  is  a  Southerner 
who,  at  the  unfortunate  termination  of  the 
civil  war.  came  to  Halifax.  He  was 
agent  for  a  steamer  which  ran  from 
Halifax  to  Portland,  and  con- 
veyed to  the  former  city  the 
greater  part  of  the  flour  used  there. 
After  the  Intercolonial  Railway  was 
opened  for  traffic  that  freight  was  cut 
off",  most  of  our  flour  coming  to  us  by 
rail.  The  Minister  of  Railways  appoint- 
ed Mr.  Black  an  agent  to  go  up  the  road 
to  look  after  the   trade   which    formeily 
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came  hy  bis  boat.  Mr.  Black  was  a|>- 
j)oiDte<l  by  the  Halifax  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, which  I  cannot  accuse  of  any 
Conservative  leanings,  to  go  np  to  the 
Upi^er  Provinces  to  negotiate  with  the 
Hon. Mr. Mackenzie  for  the  transportation 
of  grain  to  Halifax.  He  did  so  and  failed 
to  come  to  any  arrangement.  In  the 
election  of  1878  he  and  his  two  sons  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  vote!  for 
Richey  and  Daley  and  against  Jones  and 
Power,  and  this  accounts  for  the  senior 
member's  attack  u))on  him.  lam  happy 
to  say  that  the  good  times  have  commenc- 
ed in  Nova  Scotia.  I  cannot  say  but 
that  I  am  pleased  with  the  hope  that  has 
been  held  out  in  the  other  House  of  cer- 
tain changes  to  be  made  in  the  tariff.  I 
think  that  Indian  corn  should  be  imported 
free  of  duty,  and  the  poor  man's  serge 
should  not  be  raa<leto  pay  as  high  a  duty 
as  the  rich  man's  broadcloth.  I  think, 
also,that  the  duty  on  champague ought  to 
be  reduced,  ^s  a  mtdical  man  I  know 
that  there  is  nothing  more  useful  as. a 
stimulant  than  champacrne.  The  duty 
now  is  $8  a  case.  Very  oft^n  it 
agrees  with  the  stomach  when  nothing 
else  will,  but  a  poor  man,  at  the  present 
rate,  is  deprived  of  an  article  which  in 
some  cajses  of  sickness  is  a  necessary. 
I  think  all  the  doctors  who  hear  me 
will  agree  with  me  that  the  duty  on 
champagne  should  be  reduced. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER~I  wish  to  explain 
that  the  hon.  senator  misunderstood  my 
remark  the  other  day  altogether.  I  had 
no  desire,  whatever,  to  sneer  at  that  hon. 
gentleman.  I  should  not  sneer  at  any 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  certainly  ray 
junior  colleague  is  one  of  the  vei^  last  I 
should  think  of  treating  in  such  a  man- 
ner. 

Hon.  Dr.  ALMON — I  apologize  if  I 
have  said  anything  offensive,  but  [ 
thought  from  the  tone  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man that  he  considered  that  I  was  un- 
able to  address  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ — I  am  sorry  to  de- 
tain the  House,  but  I  cannot  allow  this 
Address  to  pass  without  having  a  few 
words  to  sa}'  in  commendation  of  it. 
Some  of  our  hon.  friends,  especially  the 
hon.  senator  from  Halifax,  Mr.  Power, 
have  told  us  that  the  good  harvest  and 
the  general  prosperity  in  the  United 
States  are  the  cause  of  the  increased 
Uon.  Mr,  Almon, 


prosperity  in  Canada.  I  am  glad  that 
he  admits  that  there  Ls  prosperity,  al- 
though his  language  is  peculiar.  He  says 
*'  there  is  no  prosperity  to  any  alarming 
extent."  I  want  to  know  what  he  means. 
Is  he  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  pros- 
perity ]  I  am  not  going  to  be  alarmed,  but 
will  be  delighted  if  the  whole  country 
becomes  prosperous,  as  T  feel  convinced 
that  we  are  on  the  road  to  prosperity. 
There  is  evidence  of  it  in  the  step  of 
every  commercial  man  as  he  enters  his 
office  in  the  morning.  Ho  does  not  go 
now  with  his  head  down,  feeling  that 
every  letter  he  opens  may  contain  bad 
news  from  his  debtors — that  one  man  has 
failed  ;  that  the  next  has  cleared  out, 
and  the  next  cannot  meet  his  payments. 
He  feels  that  the  country  is  becoming 
prosperous;  that  his  business  is  getting 
into  shape,  and  that  he  will  realize  some- 
thing from  his  investments.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  harvest  is  to  some  extent 
the  cause,  but  not  solely  the  cause.  The 
luirvest  was  only  saved  in  October  and 
one  half  of  it  has  not  yet  been  marketer', 
and  thft  country  will  not  receive  the  full 
benefit  until  next  fall.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man tells  us  that  the  reaction  in  the 
United  States  is  the  cause  of  our  prosper- 
ity. It  may  help  us  some,  but  have  they 
altered  their  policy  of  protection  1  Not 
a  bit  of  it,  and  I  am  sure  that  under  the 
system  we  have  adopted  we  will  have 
prosperity  too.  There  is  only  an  imagin- 
ary line  between  us  and  our  neighbor, 
and  T  have  always  believed  that  what- 
ever trade  policy  is  good  for  them  can- 
not be  injurious  to  us.  Four  years  ago 
I  had  the  honor  of  moving  the  first  reso- 
lution in  Parliament  affirming  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  national  policy.  I  remember 
the  question  was  taken  up  laughingly, 
and  debated  when  there  was  nothing  else 
to  do,  but  I  am  happy  to  know  that  I 
have  lived  long  enough  to  see  that  that 
j)olicy  has  been  affirmed  by  a  change 
of  Government,  and  I  look  back  with  no 
small  degi*ee  of  pride  to  the  time  when  I 
had  the  boldness  to  move  the  resolution 
that  introduced  the  debate  on  the  .subject 
in  this  House.  I  see  that  the  S|>eech 
from  the  Throne  refers,  amongst  other 
things,  to  the  visit  to  this  continent  of 
two  distinguished  members  of  the  RoysJ. 
Commission  on  Agricultural  Depression 
in  the  Mother  Country.  I  may  say  that 
I  had  the  pleasure — the  very  great  plea- 
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siii-e — of  meeting  those  gentlemen,  and 
accompanying  them  through  a  portion  of 
this  Province.  I  intercepted  them  at 
New  York.  They  had  mapped  out  their 
route  of  travel,  and  had  not  decided  to 
visit  this  Province  until  late  in 
the  fall,  not  perhaps  until  Decem- 
ber. I  showed  them  that  they  could  visit 
a  considerable  portion  of  Ontario  and 
not  be  detained  over  a  week,  and  upon 
my  assumnce  they  changed  their  plans 
and  visited  this  Province.  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  the  opinion  they  formed  of 
this  country  was  a  most  favorable  one. 
I  recollect  when  we  got  to  Toronto  they 
remarked  that  we  seemed  to  be  a  differ- 
ent people  here  to  what  they  had  seen 
during  the  ten  days  they  had  previously 
spent  in  the  United  States.  It  was  a  very 
opportune  time  to  visit  Canada,  because 
it  enabled  them  in  a  very  short  time  to 
see  the  principal  products  of  the 
country.  They  would  have  l^een 
very  glad  to  have  visited  Eastern 
portions  of  the  Dominion,  but  their 
time  would  not  admit  of  it.  They  visit- 
ed most  of  the  grain  and  cattle-producing 
|>ortionsof  this  continent,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  California  and  the  extreme 
south,  and,  when  their  report  is  issued,  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  ex))ect  that  we  will 
find  it  very  favorable  to  Canada.  When 
they  got  to  Manit9ba,  Mr.  Read  express- 
ed his  opinion  that  we  might  look  for- 
ward to  seeing  our  North-West  country 
competing  with  Russia  and  the  Unitetl 
States  for  the  food  supply  of 
Great  Britain.  The  food  supply 
is  a  question  that  must  engage 
the  serious  attention  of  the  people 
of  England.  No  doubt  the  Commission- 
ers were  sent  out  more  particularly  to 
satisfy  the  tenant  farmers  with  a  view  to 
establishing  a  basis  for  an  arrangement 
between  landlord  and  tenant  hereafter,  as 
the  products  of  this  country  are  entering 
so  largely  into  competition  with  the  pro- 
ducts of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  that, 
with  the  bad  harvests  they  have  had,  the 
agricultural  interest  has  becotice  so  very 
much  depressed  that  we  may  now  direct 
our  attention  towards  supplying  the  food 
which  they  must  have.  Sfcatistics 
brought  down  by  Mr.  Caird,  who  is  the 
great  authonty  in  such  matters  in  Great 
Britain,  show  that  the  agriculturists  of 
the  mother  country  are  not  able  to  pro- 
duce any  more  now  than  they  were  a 
Hon,  Mr.  Read. 


number  of  yeai-s  ago  ;  in  fact,  they  have 
rather  decreased  the  production  than 
otnerwise.  At  the  present  time  the 
comparative  quantities  and  value  of 
home  and  foreign  products  consumed  an- 
nually in  Great  Britain  are  as  follow  : — 
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the  articles  of  bufcler  and  cheese  we  have 
made  wonderful  progi'ess.  It  is  only  a 
few  years  ago  since  we  were  large  im- 
porters of  cheese,  but  we  now  not  only 
manufacture  all  we  require  for  home 
consumption,  but  export  largely.  Out 
of  1 40,000,000  of  pounds  of  cheese  ex- 
ported from  this  co&tinent  to  England, 
Canada  sends  about  40,000,000  of 
pounds,  whereas,  to  show  the  advance 
made  in  the  sup])Iy  of  that  article  in 
1861,  tbe  United  SUites  only  sent 
10,000,000  of  pounds  to  England  and 
Canada  in  1866,  when  we  were  large 
importers  of  cheese  from  the  United 
States.  We  are  very  intimately  inter- 
ested in  the  supply  of  meat  for  the 
Mother  Country.  Under  the  present 
regulations,  Canada,  to-day,  has  an  ad- 
vantage of  $25  OB  each  ox  that  we  ex- 
port to  the  British  market  above  the 
United  States,  in  consequence  of  this 
country  not  being  scheduled  by  the 
British  Government,  we  having  escaped 
the  pleuro  pneumonia.  Speaking  of  the 
Intercolonial  Bailway,  I  must  say  that 
doalers  who  export  cattle  vid 
Halifax  speak  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  excellent  accommodation 
afforded  for  the  transportation  of 
cattle  by  that  line.  Every  convenience 
is  given  for  the  safety,  eomfort  and  dis- 
patch of  stock.  A  friend  of  mine  who 
shipped  two  hundred  head  of  cattle  the 
other  day  for  the  British  market  in- 
formed me  that  he  was  afforded  every 
faeility  for  rapid  and  safe  transport  on 
the  Intercolonial,  and  the  mtes  will 
show  that  the  Government  have  BOt 
neglected  that  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. If  the  United  States  continues  to 
be  scheduled  as  it  now  is,  our  cattle 
trade  in  the  English  market  must  largely 
increase.  I  think  that  the  Government 
are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  people 
of  this  country  for  taking  the  prompt 
action  they  did  last  year  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  contagious  diseases  of 
cattle  into  Canada  ^m  the  United 
States,  and  thus  maintaining  the  high  re- 
putation of  our  native  herds.  We  can 
easily  understand  what  anxiety  the  Gov- 
ernment of  England  must  have  in  rela- 
tion to  the  welfare  of  the  tenant  farmers, 
and  what  influence  that  class  of  the 
community  must  have  in  the  legislation 
of  that  country  when  we  consider  that 
there  are  561,000  tenant  farmers  in  Eag- 
Uon.  Mr.  Read. 


land  and  Scotland,  and  600,000  in 
Ireland.  In  Great  Britain  the  average 
area  of  land  held  by  tenants  is  fifty-six 
acres;  and  in  Ireland  it  is  twenty-six  acres 
When  I  inform  this  House  that  one  of 
the  Boyal  Commissioners  who  visited 
Canada  last  autumn  is  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons — the  representative 
of  the  561,000  tenant  farmers  of  England 
— they  can  understand  the  importance  of 
that  visit.  As  the  only  tenant  farmer  in 
the  House  of  Commons  last  year  the 
(Tovernment  selected  him,  along  with 
another  member  of  Parliament,  Mr. 
Pell,  who  thoroughly  understood  the 
mission  which  was  entrusted  to  them. 
Mr.  Bead  was  for  two  yeara  a  member 
of  Mr.  Disraeli/s  Cabinet,  but  he  left  it 
in  1876,  because  the  Government  would 
not  carry  out  his  views  on  the  Lmd 
question,  in  which  he  took  a  groat 
interest.  The  mission  with  which  these 
gentlemen  were  charged  was  to  ascertain 
the  capabilities  of  this  country  and  see 
whether  our  capacity  to  produce  food 
supplies  was  likely  to  continue.  The  ar- 
rival of  food  supplies  from  this  continent 
in  England  had  been  enormous,  and  they 
wanted  to  ascertain  if  those  supplies 
could  continue  five  years  longer.  There 
were  some  doubts  existing  in  the  old 
country  on  that  question.  Mr.  Caird  in 
his  last  work,  says  :  "  The  American 
people  themselves  are  much  greater  con- 
sumers of  meat,  man  for  man,  than  the 
English,  and  when  prosperity  retiims  to 
that  country  the  home  consumption  will 
increase,  and  the  surplus  for  exportation 
will  diuunish."  I  fancy  he  is  wrong  in 
that.  I  think  he  will  find  that  the 
food  supplies  on  this  continent— especi- 
ally meat  supplies — will  increase  very 
materially,  and  to  an  extent  that  they 
are  not  prepared  for.  It  is  astonishing 
how  the  price  of  meat  has  continued  to 
increase  in  Bngland,  while  the  price  of 
flour  has  kept  about  the  same  stand- 
point. 

The  following  is  a  table  prepared 
by  Mr.  Caird  shewing  the  prices  during 
the  past  century  : 

Table  shewing  the  rent  of  cultivated 
land,  the  price  of  provisions,  the 
wages  of  the  agricultural  laborer,  the 
rent  of  cottages,  the  average  produce 
of  wheat,  in  three  periods,  during  the 
List  hundred  years  in  England  :  — 
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.  1770.     1850.     1878. 
8.  d.       8.  d.        8.  d. 

Rent  of  cultivated  land  . 

per  acre 13  0  27  0  30  0 

Priceof  bread  per  lb....  0  1}  0  IJ      0  1} 

*«       meat        "  ....  0  3J  0  5        0  9 

•'       butter     *«....  0  6  10        18 
Agricultural       laborer's 

wages  per  week 73  97  14  0 

Rent  of  laborer's  cottages  0  8  15       2  0 
Produce    of    wheat    per 

acre  in  bushels 23  2  6}      28 

You  will  see  bj  this  that  in  a  hundred 
years  the  price  of  bread  was  about  the 
same  ;  but  when  we  come  to  meat,  but- 
ter, and  other  articles  of  food,  you  will 
see  how  rapidly  they  have  increased  in 
price.  During  that  period  the  produc- 
tion of  wheat  has  not  increased  to  any 
great  extent  in  Great  Britain,  and  there 
has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
sheep  in  the  ten  years  ending ^ith  1878. 
In  1S68  there  were  35,607,812,  and  in 
1878  only  32,471,504  sheep.  The  num- 
ber of  cattle  in  1868  was  9,083,416,  and 
in  1878,  9,723,227.  In  1858,  twenty 
years  ago,  the  value  of  cattle,  sheep  and 
pigs  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
was  £1,390,068;  in  1877  it  had  in- 
creased to  £6,012,564.  Not  only 
has  the  consumption  of  imported  meats 
increased,,  but  the  prices  have  also 
gone  up  gradually,  and  the  question 
arises  among  the  consumers  in  England  : 
*'  Where  are  our  supplies  to  come  from  1" 
and  among  the  producers  in  England  : 
"  Can  we  compete  with  other  countries 
with  the  improved  means  of  transporta- 
tion new  existing  % "  Mr.  Washburn, 
the  United  States  Minister  to  England 
spoke  a  few  days  ago  on  the  famines  of 
the  world.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks 
he  says  that  there  are  now  being  built, 
in  England  and  Scotland,  seventy  ships 
for  the  tit^nsportation  o^  live  stock  from 
America  to  England.  We  may  well  ask 
ourselves  how  much  of  the  trade  which 
those  ships  are  being  built  to  accommo- 
date, will  Canada  secure  ?  We  have  an 
opportunity  to  supply  a  portion  of  the 
demand  from  our  fertile  prairies  in  the 
North-West  and  from  the  older  and 
already  cultivated  parts  of  the  Dominion. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  skill  ;*nd  in- 
dustry of  onr  people,  the  invigorating 
climate  which  renders  labor  easy,  and 
the  productiveness  of  our  soil  will  enable 
us  to  famish  the  people  of  Europe  with 
a  large  portion  of  what  they  may  require 
Hon.  Mr,  Read, 


for  their  sustenance.  Last  year  Great 
Britain  produced  only  one-half  ot  the 
wheat  that  she  needed.  Mr.  Caird, 
who  is  a  careful  statistician,  gives  the 
exact  figures  of  the  amount  imported 
and  the  amount  consumed.  Of  course,  we 
do  not  supply  much  of  the  £22,050,000 
worth  of  wool  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  we  send  them  a  good  deal 
of  cheese  and  butter.  They  received  of 
the  latter  articles  of  produce  from  this 
tentinent  in  1861-2,  only  10,000,000  lbs  ; 
last  year  it  had  increased  to  140,000,000 
lbs.  As  late  as  1866,  Canada  produced 
no  cheese  for  export,  but  bought 
$306,000  worth  from  the  United  States 
for  consumption  in  this  country.  Last 
year  we  exported  40.000,000  lbs.  of 
cheese.  In  butter  we  must  improve  our 
production,  and  we  can  find  a  good  mar- 
ket for  it  also.  The  increasmir  manu- 
facturing and  other  industries  at  home 
will  create  a  larger  demand  for  all  kinds 
of  farming  products  here,  and  we  can  dis- 
pose of  the  surplus  abroad.  I  am  sure, 
therefore,  that  the  Dominion  will  be  re- 
garded as  a  desirable  portion  of  the 
British  Empire,  to  be  made  the  home 
of  the  terfant  farmers  who  are  about 
to  emigrate  from  the  Mother  Country. 
Any  man  who  possesses  health  can  make 
a  good  living  here ;  it  he  does  not,  it  is 
his  own  fault.  One  paragraph  in  the 
Address  refers  to  the  famine  which  pre- 
vails in  Ireland.  We  must 'all  deplore 
the  existence  of  such  a  condition  of  affairs 
in  any  portion  of  the  world.  In  looking 
over  this  book — "  The  World,  Past  and 
Present" — I  see  that  there  was  a  di^e^d- 
ful  famine  in  Ireland  in  1822,  caused  by 
the  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  Thei-e 
was  another  in  1831,  and  Parliament 
granted  £40,000  for  the  relief  of  the  desti- 
tute population, 'and  this  was  supplemented 
by  large  subscriptions  in  England, 
amounting  to  £74,410.  In  1845  another 
famine  occurred,  and  the  Government 
spent  £850,000  to  relieve  the  sufferers^ 
The  famine  of  1846  and  1847  was  but  a 
continuation  of  the  distress  of  the  previous 
year.  Every  one  who  hears  me  reuem- 
bers  that  di  eadful  time.  The  Govern  ment 
spent  £10,000,000  during  that  famine  to 
relieve  the  prevailing  destitution  ;  but 
the  population  decreased  enormously.  It 
has  been  estimated  that  250,000  peraon» 
died  in  Ireland  from  the  famine,  and  a 
great  many  othera  died  after  they  came 
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to  this  country.  The  population  decreased 
in  Ireland  from  8,500,000  in  1846  to 
5,412,000  in  1871.  I  see  that  our  Gov- 
ernment intend  to  give  some  assistance  to 
the  destitute  population  of  Ireland.  I 
would  suggest  that  a  portion  of  it  should 
be  devoted  to  aiding  families  to  emigrate 
to  and  settle  in  Canada.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  a  pi^actical  way  to  help 
to  relieve  the  distress  in  Ireland,  and  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  population 
by  giving  thpm  an  opportunity  to  secure 
homes  and  a  means  ot  earning  their  liv- 
ing. I  would  assist  families,  because 
they  are  likely  to  remain  with  u.s  when 
they  come.  Families  cannot  move  about 
as  individuals  can  when  they  have 
no  family  ties.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
famine  must  have  come  upon  Ireland 
very  rapidly.  Two  months  ago,  as  I  ob- 
serve .ly  the  following  letter,  such  press- 
ing and  deplorable  deistitufcion  was  not 
anticipated: — 

"  We  think  the  proposal  to  colfect  funds  in 
Montreal  for  the  relief  of  certain  portions  •f 
Ireland  is  premature.  At  home,  where  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  want  must  be  well 
and  correctly  known,  no  general  movement 
has  BO  far  taken  place  to  draw  help  from  the 
more  favored  portions  of  the  country,  and  no 
appeal  has  been  made  to  obtain  relief  from 
abroad  by  any  responsible  organization. 

«  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  pastors  of  the 
people,  who  would  be  the  first  to  sound  the 
alarm  did  danger  really  threaten,  must  be 
convinced  that  the  distress  apprehended  is  not 
beyond  the  ordinary  resources  of  Ireland's 
charity  to  meet ;  and  they  probably  have  rea- 
son to  rely  on  timely  assistance  from  the  ex- 
penditure of  large  sums  of  the  public  money 
in  giving  employment  in  the  impoverished 
districts.  At  the  same  time  we  think  ithe 
moment  opportune  to  give  a  helping  hand  to 
the  'tenant  £EU'mers  of  Ireland  in  their  struggle 
to  secure  for  themselves  the  legal  as  well  as 
the  natural  right  to  live,  and  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labor  and  industry  on  the  hold- 
ings that  have  come  down  to  them  from  their 
ancestors.  The  voice  of  Montreal,  heard  on 
this  vital  question,  in  words  of  wisdom,  justice 
and  moderation,  would  do  good. 

"  P.  Down,  Priest. 

»» J.  HooAN,  Jfriest. 

»<  Js.  LoNKRGAN,  Priest. 

<*  J.  J.  Salmon,  Priest. 
"  Montreal,  December  11th,  1879." 

It  would  seem,  from  this,  that  the  clergy 
were  not  prepared  for  such  a  sudden 
calamity.  WJiile  we  have  no  sympathy 
with  agitators,  and  while  I  hope  that 
this  House  will  not  be  opened  to  them 
lion,  Mr.  Read, 


when  they  come  here,  we  have  every 
sympathy  for  the  suffering  people  of 
Ireland,  and  hope  that  the  Government 
will  be  liberal  with  whatever  aid  they 
feel  justided  in  otTering.  I  feel  satisfievl 
that  in  the  legislation  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament  justice  will  be  meted 
out  to  every  ])ortion  of  the  em- 
pire. I  should  like  to  refer  briefly 
to  the  remarks  of  my  lion,  friend  from 
Halifax  (Mr.  Power)  in  which  he  says 
that  the  portion  cf  the  Intercolonial 
Railway  acquired  from  the  Grand  Trunk 
last  year  is  not  in  such  good  order  as  it 
should  be.  It  is  too  soon  to  expect  the 
Government  to  have  it  in  perfect  order. 
The  Minister  of  Railways  only  purchased 
the  rails  last  summer  and  I  doubt  if  they 
are  delivered  yet  By-the-way,  we  will, 
on  some  future  occasion,  compare  that 
purchase  with  the  price  paid  for  another 
lot  of  rails  by  the  late  Government. 
When  the  rails  roach  this  country,  no 
doubt  the  Riviere  du  Loup  section  of  the 
Intercolonial  will  be  put  in  proper  order 
and  the  lion,  senator  from  Halifax  can 
travel  with  speed  and  comfort. 

At  six  o'clock  Mr.  Read  moved  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  sug- 
gested that  it  was  almost  time  that  the 
debate  should  be  brought  to  a  close.  He 
thought  that  it  should,  be  adjourned  on 
the  understanding  that  it  would  be  closed 
to-morrow. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTttORNE  said  that 
the  time  of  the  House  had  been  taken 
up  to-day  mainly  by  speakers  on  the 
Government  side.  The  Opposition 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  that. 
The  House  could  sit  after  six  o'clock,  to- 
morrow, if  necessary. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK  thought,  as  the 
Senite  had  heard  extensively  from 
Ontario,  Quebec  and  Nova  Scotia,  that 
New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward 
Island  would  like  to  say  something  on  a 
question  of  such  importiince. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  did 
not  object  to  the  adjournment,  but  sug- 
gested  that  the  debate  should  end  to- 
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morrow,  either  in   the  afternooD  or  the 
evening. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  6.05  p.m. 


THE   SENATE. 
Wednesday,  February  ISth,  1880. 
Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THE   DEBATE   CONTINUED. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
read  for  resuming  the  adjourited  debate 
on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Trudel'd  motion, 

«*  That  an  Address  be  presented  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Goyemor-General  to  offer  their 
respectful  thanks  to  His  Excellency  for  the 
gracious  Speech  which  His  Excellency  has 
been  pleased  to  make  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament.'^ 

Hon.  Mr.  READ  said— When  the 
House  rose  yesterday,  I  was  just  about 
closing  my  remarks,  but  there  are  a  few 
other  points  I  shall  refer  to.  T  was 
assuring  my  hon.  friend  from  Halifax, 
(Mr.  Power)  that  I  had   no  dcubt  that. 


by  this  time  next  year,  the  Government 
would  have  that  portion  of  the  Intercol- 
onial Railway,  from  Quebec  to  Riviere 
du  Loup,  in  such  a  satisfactory  state  of 
repair  that  he  would  be  able  to  perform  his 
journey  to  Ottawa  with  comfort.  1  feel 
satisfied  that  that  line  will  yet  become 
a  very  popular  one  with  our  shippers, 
although  it  is  a  long  distance  to  carry  ' 
produce  by  rail.  But  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  become  a  favorite  route  for  the 
shipping  of  live  stock  to  Great  Britain  in 
winter.  It  will  be  interesting  to  notice 
the  great  demands  Great  Britain  is  mak- 
ing upon  the  world  for  food  supplies.  The 
increase  is  not  only  in  accordance  with 
the  increase  of  population, but  the  demand 
pe^  capita  is  also  increasing.  I  find, 
from  a  statement  I  bold  in  my  hand,  that 
the  demand  for  the  products  of  foreign 
countries  for  tlie  sustenance  of  life,  such 
Hs  meat,  flour,  cattle,  etc.,  has  risen  from 
eighteen  shillings  and  three  pence,  per 
head  of  the  po(>ulation  in  1858, 
to  two  pounds,  nineteen  shillings  and 
seven  pence,  in  1877.  Now,  that  shows 
that  the  people  are  able  to  consume 
more — at  all  events  they  do  consume 
mere  valuable  food  than  they  did  twenty 
yeai-s  ago. 


Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom. 

* 

Value  of 

Value  of 

Total   value 

Value 

Value  of 

live  Cattle, 

Dead  Meat 

of  Grain, 

per  head 

Wheat. 

Other  Grain. 

Grain  and 

Sheep  and 

and  Provi- 

Cattle and 

of  Popu- 

Flour. 

Pigs. 

sions. 

Provisions. 

lation. 

Year 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    R.    d. 

1858 

18,380,782 

25,358,418 

20,164,811 

1,390,068 

4,343,592 

25,898,471 

0  18     3 

1859 

17,337,329 

22,327,016 

18,044,203 

1,634,766 

4,680,629 

24,359,598 

0  17     0 

1860 

25,484,157 

30,721,487 

31,676,353 

2,117,860 

8,076,304 

41,871,517 

1     9     1 

1861 

29,955,532 

34,048,077 

34,922,095 

2,211,969 

9,161,078 

46,285,142 

1  11  11 

1862 

41,033,503 

33,071,858 

37,774,148 

1,888,236 

10,630,734 

50,293,118 

1  14     5 

1863 

24,364,171 

36,467,874 

25,956,520 

2,655,072 

10,841,324 

39,462,916 

I     6  10 

1864 

23,196,714 

23,822,668 

19,882,181 

4,275,322 

12,167,010 

36,314,613 

1     4     6 

1865 

20,962,963 

28,529,148 

20,725,483 

6,548,413 

12,667,838 

39,941,734 

1     6     9 

1866 

23,156,329 

39,794,780 

30,049,655 

5,839,058 

13,483,715 

49,372,428 

1   12  10 

1867 

34,645,569      31,376,924 

41,368,349 

4,148,582 

12,489,331 

58,006,062 

1   18     3 

1868 

32,639,768      34,369,601 

39,432,624 

2,698,496 

13,277,683 

55,408,803 

1  16     2 

1869 

37,695,528  |  42,226,108 

37,361,089 

5,299,087 

15,189,933 

67,840,109 

1  17     5 

1870 

30,901,229 

43,202,284 

34,170,221 

4,654,905 

14,773,712 

53,598,838 

1  14     4 

1871 

39,389,803 

44,568,186 

42,691,464 

5,663,150 

16,693,668 

64,948,282 

2     1     3 

1872 

42,127,726 

60,068,508 

61,228,816 

4,394,850 

18,604,273 

72,227,934 

2     6     8 

1873 

43,863,098 

50,538,249 

61,737,811 

5,418,584 

23,854,967 

81,011,362 

2  10     5 

1874 

41,627,638 

51,470,198 

51,070,202 

5,265,041 

25,224,958 

81,560,201 

2  10     4 

1875 

57,876,517 

55,645,125 

53,086,691 

7,326,288 

25,880,806 

86,293,786 

2  12     8 

1876 

44,454,657 

73,620,939 

51,812,438 

7,260,119 

29,861,647 

88,924,204 

2  13     9 

1877 

64,869,800 

70,358,393 

63,536,322 

6,012,564 

30,144,013 

99,692,889 

2  19     7 

Hon.  Sir  Aleocander  Campbell. 
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It  will  be  interesting  to  see  what  shaie 
of  this  food  supply  we  furnisli.  I  notice 
that  the  value  of  grain,  coni,  and  flour 
has  increased  from  £20,000.000  in  1858 
to  £63,000,000  in  1877.  The  importation 
of  live  stock  increased  from  £1,390,000 
in  1858  to  £6,112,000  in  1877.  Dead 
meats  have  increased  from  £4,343,000  in 
.1858  to  £30,144,000  in  1877.  The 
importation  of  produce  of  all  kinds  has 
increased  from  £25,898,000  in  18^58  to 
£99,692,000  in  1877.  The  number  of 
oxen  and  bulls  imported  from  the  United 
States  in  1878  was  68,903  ;  from  Ger- 
many, 28,000  ;  from  Denmark,  29,000  ; 
and  from  Canada,  17,807,  although  we 
have  only  j  ust  commenced  that  trade.  Of 
horses,  the  United  States  sent  3,632  ; 
the  Dominion,  689.  Uf  sh«ep 
and  lambs,  the  United  Stales  sent 
45,567,  and  this  country  40,132. 
so  that  we  exported  nearly  as  many 
sheep  in  1878  to  England  as  did  the 
United  States.  In  the  article  of  butter, 
France  sent  the  greatest  quantity,  valued 
at  £3,179,000;  HoUand  contributed 
£2,494,000;  British  North  America 
only  £293,000,  and  the  United  States 
£998,000.  So  that  it  will  be  seen  we  sent 
only  about  one-third  as  much  butter  to 
England  as  the  United  States  ;  and  when 
we  come  to  notice  the  large  supplies  they 
receive  from  Holland,  France  and 
Sweden,  our  farmers  may  well  consider 
whether  they  cannot  compete  in  so  im- 
portant a  branch  of  industry  in  the 
English  market.  I  tliink  our  farmers 
are  not  particular  enough  to  prepare 
their  produce  to  meet  the  taste  of  the 
English  people.  There  is  a  very  large 
quantity  of  oats  consumed  in  England. 
The  imports,  1878,  amounted  in  value  to 
£4,557,665,  of  which  Russia  and  Sweden 
furnished  the  greatest  portion  ;  Germany 
next,  and  British  North  America  third. 
The  United  States  sent  only  £48,8C9,000 
worth,  whilst  Canada  sent  £233,832 
worth.  Peas,  out  of  £718,947  im- 
ported in  1878,  Canada  sent  £400,957. 
It  seems  we  should  compete  vvitli  Russia, 
Germany  and  Sweden,  in  the  supply  of 
oats  to  England.  It  is  interesting  to 
kno'v  that  Russia  no  longer  controls,  or 
very  seriously  effects,  the  wheat  markets ; 
literally  the  United  States  seems  to  have 
totally  eclipsed  her,  Russia  sent  to 
the  English  market  in  1878  a)>out 
£4,280,000  worth  ;  the  United  States 
Hon,  Mr,  Read. 


£17,000,000  woi-th.  In  fact,  in  the  ar- 
ticles of  wheat  and  flour,  the  United 
States  supplied  in  that  year  considerably 
over  one-half  the  quantity  imported  into 
Great  Britain.  We  sent  onl}  a  small 
quantity — £1 ,408,536  worth.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  when  the  resources  of  our 
great  North-West  are  fully  developed  we 
may  look  forward  to  a  great  future,  and 
to  comi>eting  with  our  neighbors  across 
the  line  for  the  supply  of  this  large 
and  annually  increasing  demand  in  the 
British  markets.  I  am  pleased  to  learn 
that  the  Government  have  stopped  the 
works  on  the  Georgian  Bay  Branch 
Railway,  by  which  the  country  is  going 
to  make  another  loss.  We  have 
already  had  one  loss  by  the  Georgian 
Bay  Bi-anch  of  $109,000  ;  and 
how  much  the  blundering  po»icy  of 
the  late  Government  would  cost  in  refer- 
ence to  this  project,  we  are  not  informed. 
No  doubt  it  will  be  more  convenient 
to  discuss  that  question  when  the  proper 
time  comes.  However,  I  cannot  permit 
this  opportunity  to  pass  without  com- 
plimenting the  Government  upon  the  step 
they  have  taken  in  stopping  the  work  on 
that  branch  at  the  present  time.  I  am 
pleased  to  see  that  th*j  Government  ar- 
rived at  the  same  conclusion  as  was 
reached  by  myself  when  I  move<l  the 
resplution  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
this  House  last  Session,  that  it  is  not  ex- 
pedient just  now  to  go  on  with  that 
project.  The  hon.  the  ex-Secretary  of 
State  has  hinted  that  the  late  Govern 
ment  advertised  for  tenders  to  build  this 
missing  link  of  180  miles  between 
Thunder  Bay  and  Winnipeg,  and  that  it 
was  their  policy  to  build  it.  I  have  re- 
ferred to  a  s[Mjech  of  his  the  year  before 
they  left  office,  1877,  and  I  shall  read  it. 
There  have  been  so  many  changes  in  the 
policy  of  the  late  Government  in  resj^ect 
to  this  Pacific  Railway,  that  we  scarcely 
know  what  their  ])olicy  was.  At  one 
time  they  were  going  to  make  it  an  all- 
rail  i^oute,  then  the  Georgian  Bay  Branch 
Railway  wjxs  projected  and  abandoned, 
then  a  contract  was  given  out  for  it,  and 
after  that  it  was  again  abandoned.  The 
hon.  gentleman  will  recollect  that  in  1877, 
when  the  discussion  took  place  on  the 
Fort  Frances  Lock,  the  utility  of  which 
this  Government  does  not  seem  to  have 
underatood,  l>ecause  they  have  abandoned 
it,  he  made  use  of  these  words : — 
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'*  That  section  would  cost  a  very  consider- 
able amount  of  money,  and  the  impression 
seemed  to  be  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
proTide  this  water  way  in  order  to  save,  at  all 
events  for  some  years,  the  expense  of  construct- 
ting  this  180  miles  of  Railway.  He  would 
put  it  to  the  sense  of  the  House,  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  utilize  these  water 
stretches  for  some  years  even  at  an  expense 
of  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  than 
to  incur  an  expenditure  of  six  milli6ns  and 
the  i)Ostponement  of  communication  until  the 
180  miles  of  road  was  constructed.  That  was 
the  policy  of  the  Government  in  1877." 

I  shall  not  trouble  the  Hoase  any  fur- 
ther, and  I  thank  hon.  gentlemen  for  the 
attention  with  which  they  have  listened 
to  my  remarks. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— To  the 
expressions  of  satisfaction  alrei\dy  so  elo- 
quently nttered  in  this  Chamber  at  hav- 
ing Her  Royal  Highness  back  in  Canada, 
and  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  country,  I  beg  to  contribute  my 
humble  share  of  satisfaction.  I  am  sorry, 
however,  with  the  same  breath  to  have 
to  express  regret  at  the  accident  which 
happened  to  the  Yice-Regal  party  on 
Salturday  night,  but  there  is  room  for 
congratulation,  inasmuch  as  what  might 
have  been  attended  with  the  most 
serious  consequences  is  likely  to  result  in 
little  injury.  Those  portions  of  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  having  refer- 
ence to  the  abundant  harvest  and  revival 
of  trade,  are  most  gratifying,  although 
the  prosperous  wave,  or  "  boom,"  has  not 
yet  reached  the  Pacific  Province;  yet 
it  is  beginning  to  be  felt  in  other 
()arts  of  tho  Dominion,  and  I  have 
listened  with  much  pleasure  to  the  testi- 
mony to  that  effect  coming  from  the 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia.  Whether 
Grovernment  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
harvest  or  noi,  probably  a  connection 
can  be  traced.  It  seems  to  mo  that  the 
prospects  of  a  better  home  market  would 
lead  farmers  to  exercise  more  care  in 
putting  in  their  crops  and  in  securing 
them  j  and,  as  many  of  us  are  believers 
in  Frovidence,  why  should  we  not  believe 
that  Providence  smiles  on  the  country 
when  a  Conservative  Government  is  in 
office  1  A  writer  of  political  history  has 
proved  to  his  own  satisfaction  and,  I 
suppose,  to  that  of  the  Conservatives  in 
England,  that  Providence  has  always 
lieen  on  the  side  of  Conservative  Govern- 
ments. It  would  be  difficult  to  make  the 
Iloa,  Mr,  Read. 


Liberals  believe  this  to  be  the  case,  I 
suppose,  but  for  all  that  there  may  be 
truth  in  it.  Since  the  gentlemen  from 
Nova  Scotia  spoke,  I  have  noticed  the 
most  marvellous  accounii  of  an  abundant 
harvest  and  prolific  soil — for  which  tho 
Government,  perhaps,  may  claim  some 
credit,  as  a  result  of  the  National  Policy. 
It  is  that  a  family  in  the  county  of  Pic- 
tou  has  been  blessed  with  five  children 
at  one  birth.  I  should  think  this  would 
cause  a  decline  in  the  olive-branch  line. 
The  announcem3nt  that  contracts  havB 
been  awarded  for  127  miles  of  railway 
in  Biitish  Columbia  is  satisfactory,  and  I 
have  to  congratulate  the  Government  on 
its  commencement  to  keep  faith  with  that 
Province.  I  cannot  now  congratulate  tho 
Government  on  the  route  adopted  ;  at  the 
same  time  I  would  not  take  upon  myself 
to  say,  if  another  year's  delay  were  caused, 
stay  the  present  contracts,  and  next 
year  take  another  line.  But  I  did  hope 
that  Government  would  have  deemed  it 
wise  to  have  selected  the  line  through  the 
fertile  Peace  River  country  and  the 
mineral  lands  of  Vancouver  Island.  I  am 
however,  willing  to  hope  that  what  has 
been  done  will  turn  out  to  be  a  wise  and 
good  selection.  In  discussing  the  rail- 
way contracts  awarded  in  British  Co- 
lumbia, the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Ottawa,  (Mr.  ^icott,)  has  made  use  of 
extraordinary  language.  Coming  as  it 
does  from  a  member  of  a  former  Adminis- 
tion  who,  if  they  meant  nothing — as  the 
wordsof  the  hon. gentleman  would  indicate 
— meant  deception.  The  Government  to 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  belonged 
selected  and  adopted  the  piece  of  road 
now  happily  under  contract  in  British 
Columbia.  Was  that  done  to  deceive, 
or  what  was  it  done  for  ]  The  Govern - 
merit  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
belonged  called  for  tendei-s  for  the  con- 
struction of  that  piece  of  road.  Was 
that  done  to  deceive,  or  what  was  it  done 
for  I  The  Government  to  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  belonged  moved  a  lot  of  steel 
I'hlIs  a  distance  of  140  miles  at  a  cost  of 
830,000  to  the  very  spot  indicated  for 
the  commencement  of  this  piece  of  road. 
What  was  that  done  for  1  Did  it  mean 
nothing  ?  Was  it  to  deceive  1  I 
blame  no  Government  or  person  who 
would  boldly  state  that  the  bar- 
gain with  British  Columbia  was 
incapable     of     fulfilment,     and     would 
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recomnieiivl  placing  the  Province  back 
where  it  was  in  1871,  but  I  do  blame 
any  })ei'son  or  Groveramert  who  would 
practice  deception  on  a  young  and  weak 
Province  ;  who  would  go  on  wasting  time 
and  money  in  deception.  I  think  it  is 
well  that  the  Government  which  received 
British  Columbia  into  the  Federal  system- 
is  placed  in  a  position  to  treat  it  with 
some  justice.  I  have  listened  with 
pleasure  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  Belleville  about  the  visit  of 
the  Aji^ricultuml  Commissioners  from 
England  to  this  country  last  year. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  they 
formed  favorable  opinions  of  the  resources 
and  capabilities  of  Canada  and  the  North- 
West,  which  may  lead  to  a  desirable 
class  of  people  coming  to  and  settling  in 
this  country. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  think 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Belleville  (Mr. 
Bead)  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  this 
House  for  the  very  useful  statistics 
which  he  has  placed  beforo  us  in  the 
speech  that  he  has  just  finished.  They 
cannot  fail  to  prove  useful  both  to  the 
growei-s  of  gjain  and  other  produce  in 
the  Dominion,  and  to  the  merchants  who 
are  engaged  in  the  exporting  of  those 
products.  I,  for  my  part,  tender  him 
my  thanks  for  the  trouble  that  he  has 
taken  in  collecting  those  statistics.  In 
his  long  speech,  there  were  very  few  ex- 
pressions which  I  feel  at  all  inclined  to 
criticise.  Yesterday,  when  speaking  in 
support  of  the  view  which  he  took  of  the 
success  of  the  National  Policy,  he  said 
that  the  Canadian  harvest  time  was 
about  tho  month  of  October.  I  was  un- 
der the  impression  that  at  Belleville,  at 
least,  all  the  harvest  is  safely  housed  in 
the  barn,  or  sold  to  go  across  the  line  by 
the  first  of  September,  at  all  events.  It 
is  a  fact,  certainly,  that  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  and  esi)ecially  the  one  from 
which  I  come,  our  grain  fields  are  rarely 
cleared  before  October,  and  we  suffer 
sometimes  from  that  cause,  but  it  is  a 
surprise  to  me  to  learn  that  in  one  of  the 
best  parts  of  Ontario  the  harvest  should 
be  so  late  as  the  hon.  gentleman  inti- 
mated. In  Prince  Edward  Island  we  have 
undoubtedly  been  blessed  with  a  more 
than  usually  abundant  harvest.  In  a 
general  A\ay  our  Province  is  not  remark- 
Ably  well  adapted  for  the  growth  of 
Hon,  Mr,  Macdonald. 


wheat,  but  farmers,  of  late  yeara,  have 
taken  to  growing  that  cereal  to  a 
greater  extent  than  formerly.  During 
the  past  season  the  crop  sowed 
was  very  large  and  the  yield  was  exceed- 
ingly satisfactory.  In  fact,  it  is  stated 
with  confidence  by  experienced  parties 
tkare  that  we  have  grown  enough  wheat 
to  support  our  population.  Our  other 
crops,  oats  and  potatoes,  are  quite  an 
average,  I  think.  I  cannot,  however,  see 
that  the  prosperity  which  seems  to  have 
followed  the  abundant  harvest  in  the 
Western  Provinces  has  visited  Prince 
Edward  Island,  and  for  this  reason  : 
although  we  have  had  an  abundant  crop 
of  wheat,  we  do  not  export  that  article, 
and  the  prices  realized  from  the  sale  of 
the  coarser  grains  and  potatoes,  which 
form  the  staple  of  our  exports,  have  been 
remarkably  low.  Consequently,  our 
farmers  have  not  at  their  disposal  as  large 
sums  to  expend  in  the  merchants*  stores 
as  they  would  have  received  had  ordi- 
nary prices  prevailed.  I  may  also  state 
tliat  some,  not  inconsiderable,  want  of  em- 
ployment exists  in  the  Island.  There  are 
a  great  many  unemployed  laborers  about 
Charlottetown  who  ai^  in  part  supported 
by  charitable  subscriptions,  and  that  is  a 
state  of  things  that  could  not  well  be 
called  pr9speix)us.  In  prosperous  times 
those  men  would  probably  be  employed 
in  wharf  building  and  cutting  timber, 
and  other  materials  connected  with  that 
industry.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  so 
much  general  work  going  on,  consequent- 
ly workmen  are  out  of  employment.  I 
must  bear  my  testimony  to  the  character 
of  the  speeches  that  ,we  heard  from  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  Address  before 
us  now.  I  was  pleased  in  general  vrith 
the  tone  of  those  speeches,  but,  being 
opposed  to  the  views  entertained  by 
those  gentlemen,  and  expressed  in  their 
speeches,  it  is  not  unnatural  that  I  should 
see  those  questions  in  a  different  light 
from  them.  But,  in  any  criticism  that 
I  may  offer,  I  hope  I  shall  not  transgress 
the  bo un  ds  of  courtesy ,  at  all  even ts.  The 
hon.  gentleman  who  moved  the  Address 
intimated  that  he  would  take  the  House 
into  his  inmost  confidence.  Well,  we 
ought  all  to  do  that.  We  ought  to  all  speak 
out  our  minds  freely  and  with  frankness, 
and,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  hon.  gentleman 
did  so.  We  are  told  that  there  are  grave 
reasons  to    fear    the    predominance    of 
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Ontarian  influence  in  the  Cabinet,  and 
that  suoh  influence  will  prove  injurious 
to  other  parts  of  the  Dominion,  especially 
to  his  own  Province.  He  says  that  no 
picture  is  without  a  shadow  and  no  sky 
without  a  cloud ;  but  his  apprehensions 
seem  to  have  been  easily  quieted  because, 
after  »  few  sentences  on  the  subject,  he 
^omes  to  the  conclusion  that,  after  all,  it 
was  "only  a  clond."  Then  at  a  later  period 
in  the  debate  we  had  a  similar  sort  of 
statement  from  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  from  this  side  of  the  House  (Mr. 
Bellerose),  who  read  a  most  interesting 
essay,  in  which  he  gave  his  mature  opin- 
ions upon  this  same  question  of  Ontarian 
influence.  He,  however,  was  not  so  easily 
satisfied.  He  pushed  the  question  to  its 
extreme  limit.  I  must  say  that  I  entirely 
<lisagiee  with  the  view  that  both  the  hon. 
gentlemen  took  on  that  subject.  It  seems 
to  nie  that  it  is  a  reproach  to  our  states- 
men, if  it  be  a  fact,  that  every  Province 
should  be  represented  with  exact  refer- 
ence to  its  population,  in  the  Cabinet  of 
the  Dominion  ;  that  no  justice  will  be 
done  to  a  Province  unless  it  be  fully 
represented  on  that  Board.  That,  I 
think,  is  a  dreadful  picture  and  a  dread- 
ful doctrine  to  propound,  and  one  which 
stigmatises  our  statesmen  very  unfairly. 
Even  I,  who  am  opi)Osed  to  the  present 
Oovemment,  do  not  think  so  badly  of 
them  as  to  imagine  that  they  would  do 
an  injustice  to  my  Province,  'small 
as  it  is.  Although  we  have  at 
this  moment  a  representative  in  the 
Cabinet  I  do  not  consider  that  the  Cabi- 
net ought  to  be  a  representative  body, 
nor  that  every  Province  should  be  repre- 
sented according  to  its  population,  and  it 
«eems  to  me  that  the  view  of  this  ques- 
tion taken  by  hon.  gentlemen  is  altogether 
«  mistaken  and  mischievous  one.  I  hold 
tkat  any  Minister  who  from  his 
inadequate  sense  of  justice  to  the 
several  Provinces  fails  to  protect 
equally  the  rights  of  all  is  unfit  to 
hold  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.  I  hold  fur- 
ther that  such  a  man  is  unfit  to  V>fcome  a 
useful  member  of  Parliament.  Holding 
thdse  views,  I  differ  entirely  from  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  moved  the  Address 
and  the  other  uon.  gentleman  who 
favored  us  with  similar  views  on 
this  side  of  the  Hous«.  I  wish 
that  the  sentiments  I  have  expressed  to- 
^y  were  more  generally  held  in  this 
lion,  Mr,  Haythom^, 


country,  because  if  it  were  so  I  think 
the  whole  of  our  public  men  and  our 
membei*s  of  Parliament  woaM  be  greatly 
benefited  thereby.  Then  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  moved  the  Address  thought 
it  necessary  to  offer  an  apology  lest 
the  leader  of  the  Government  should  be 
'supposed  to  have  been  encroaching  on 
the  rights  of  Divine  Providence.  I  think 
that  apology  is  entirely  unnecessary  and 
uncalled  for,  and  it  seems  to  me  in  making 
it  the  hon.  gentleman  forgot  the  French 
proverb  which  is  to  the  effect  that  he  who 
excuses  himself  accuses  himself,  qui  s'ex- 
&use  if  accuse.  The  hon.  gentleman  seems 
to  have  forgotten  that  altogether.  No- 
body charged  the  Premier  in  this  House, 
and  nobody  could  have  done  so  because 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Trudel)  wrfs  the 
mover  of  the  Address,  and  I  think  he 
might  very  well  have  omitted  that  from 
his  speech  altogether,  without  any  injury 
to  the  effect  of  hin  address. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— I  alluded  to 
facts  which  are  well  known  to  every- 
body in  our  Province.  This  was  stated 
repeatedly  in  the  newspapers,  and  recent- 
ly, BO  that  I  alluded  to  a  fact  in  existence. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE^I  believe 
it  is  not  usual,  in  this  House,  to 
answer  charges  of  that  sort  that  may 
appear  in  newspaperSyOr  are  made  eutside 
the  walls  of  this  Chamber.  However,  I 
am  quite  willing  to  aceept  the  hon.  gent- 
leman's explanation,  and,  as  I  said 
before,  I  hope  he  will  not  consider  me 
discourteous  in  referring  to  the  mat- 
ter. But,  as  the  hon  gentleman  pr(»^ 
ceeded  with  his  speech,  he  made 
use  of  an  expression  which,  I  mitst  say, 
leather  hurt  my  feelings  at  the  time,  be- 
ing ,  as  I  have  ever  been  since  I  have 
held  a  seat  in  this  House,  a  supporter  of 
the  late  Administration,  and  I  think  the 
reflections  which  the  hon.  gentleman  cast 
upon  those  with  whom  I  co-operate  are 
rather  severe,  and  perhaps  uncalled  for. 
The  hon.  gentleman  likened  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Mackeuzie's  Government  to  that 
of  the  unfaithful  servant  who  hid  his  tal- 
ent in  a  napkin  and  buried  it  in  the 
earth.  Now,  certainly,  the  hon..  Senator 
must  have  mistaken  the  relative  i)o- 
sitions  and  the  relative  policy  of  the 
rival  politicians  in  this  Dominion.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  he  had  observed  the 
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diffeience  between  tho  policy  which 
Mr.  Mackenzie  and  his  friends  ad- 
vocate and  the  policy  which  the 
present  Government  pursues,  it 
would  have  sufficiently  explained  the 
conduct  of  the  late  Administration  in 
not  taking  such  measures  as  are  now 
called  tlie  "  National  Policy."  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie's l>olicy,  if  I  underHtaud  it  aright, 
was  based  on  the  non-interference  prin- 
ciple. The  National  Policy,  as  I  under- 
stand it  is  based  on  what  is  known  as 
the  })rinciple  of  paternal  government. 
The  former  is  the  outcome  of  modem 
studies  in  the  art  of  political  economy  3 
tho  other  is  the  outcome  of  the  old  des- 
potisms of  Europe.  Let  us  compare  these 
two  systems  a  little.  The  system  by 
which  Mr.  Mackimzie  sought  to  govern 
the  country  was  to  draw  out  to  the  full 
the  energies  and  capacities  of  the 
people,  and  not  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  the  investment  of  capital 
and  the  application  of  labor.  He 
thjurht,  and  I  believed  rightly — I  hope 
I  do  not  misref )i  esent  the  opinions  of 
political  friends  and  I  think  I  do  not — 
that  the  people  should  have  every  op- 
portunity of  judging  and  thinking  for 
themselves  how  to  invest  capital  in  specu 
lations  which  their  experience  and 
knowledge  taught  them  would  be  success- 
ful and  remunerative,  in  a  way  that 
the  labor  which  they  would  employ 
would  be  self-sustaining  and  not  liable  to 
the  vicissitudes  which  we  have  seen  in 
ttie  United  States  often  attend  such 
investments.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
paternal  government  says  :  **  Go  and 
invest  your  money  in  cotton  mills,  build 
factories,  purchase  machinery  and  ma- 
terial, spin  and  weave.  We  will  see  that 
you  shall  not  be  open  to  the  com])etition  of 
foreigners  against  you.  YoU  shall,  at  all 
events,  have  the  home  market  for  your- 
selves, and  if  we  cannot  give  you  abso- 
lute control  of  the  home  market,  we  will 
give  you  such  an  advance  upon  the  price 
at  which  foreign  goods  can  be  sold  us 
that  you  shall  hav«  renumcrative  returns 
for  your  industries,"  forgetting  all  the 
time  that  such  a  course  saddles  tlie  rest 
of  the  community  with  an  increase  of 
pi'ices  upon  the  products  of  the  protected 
industries.  I  suppose  it  is  because  the 
custom  house  intervenes  between  the 
eonsumer  and  producer  that  it  is 
not  perceived  that  a  protected  industry 
Hon.  Mr,  Hayihorne, 


must  b<5  supported  from  the 
resources  of  the  general  public.  But,  if 
it  were  so,  that  every  protecled  citizen 
had  to  go  once  a  week  to  some  other 
citizen,  whose  industry  was  unprotected — 
say  to  souie  industrous  blacksmith,  for 
instance,  or  to  a  farmer  who  rose  at  day- 
light and  worked  until  dark,  and  earned 
a  living  for  himself  and  family,  and  some- 
thing more — I  say,  if  the  protected  citizen 
went  to  one  of  these  persons  and  said, 
"  Give  me  of  your  supplies,  you  have 
more  than  you  want,  my  industry  is  less 
productive  than  yours,"  that  would  be 
at  once  set  down  as  abominable  tyranny, 
and  an  anomalv,  in  our  time,  quite  im- 
possible. But,  when  the  same  process  is 
carried  out  through  the  agency  of  the  cus- 
tom house,  nobody  seems  to  see  the 
absurdity  and  injustice  of  it. 
In  looking  into  the  subject,  I  was  led  to 
turn  to  **  Mills'  Political  Economy,*' 
where  I  found  a  remarkable  description 
of  what  paternal  government  was  under 
the  old  kings  of  France,  more  than  150 
years  ago — pi-etty  nearly  two  centuries 
ago.  Mr.  Mills  quotes  a  French  writer, 
Mr.  Dunoyer,  to  this  effect : — 

"  The]State  exercised  over  mamifacturers  ih^ 
most  unlimited  arbitrary  jurisdiction .  It  dis- 
posed withgut  scruple  of  tho  resources  of 
manu&cturers .  It  decided  who  should  be 
allowed  to  work,  what  things  they  should  be 
permitted  to  make,  what  materials  should 
be  employed,  what  processes  followed,  what 
forms  given  to  construction. 

"  A  decree  of  March  30,  1700,  limits  to  18 
towns  the  number  of  places  where  stockings 
might  be  woven .  Another  decree  enjoins  the 
Kouen  manufacturers  of  Rouen  to  suspend 
their  works  from  the  Ist  of  July  to  the  15th 
of  September,  to  facilitate  the  harvest. 

"  Louis  the  XIV,  when  constructing  the 
Colonade  of  the  Louvre,  forbade  all  private 
persons  to  employ  workmen  without  his  per» 
mission,  under  a  penalty  of  10,000  livres  ;  and 
forbade  workmen  to  work  for  private  persona 
on  pain  of  imprisonment,  and  for  second 
offence^  so  called,  the  galleys.  Such  wjts- 
'paternal  srovernment'  in  France." 

Such  was  paternal  government  in  France. 
If  it  were  not  that  I  am  unwilling  to  de- 
tain the  House  unnecessarily,  I  could 
give  more  striking  illustrations  than 
those  in  the  passage  I  have  read.  1  do  not 
as.sert  that  the  advocates  of  the  National 
Policy  wish  to  imitate  the  paternal  Gov- 
ernment of  old  France ;  but  when  you 
once  begin  protecting  native  industries, 
I  say  you  never  know  where  you  can 
stop.      The   experience    of    the   United 
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States  shows  us  to  what  extent  the 
Dianufacturing  industries  can  be  protect- 
-ed,  and  we  know  pretty  well  what  the 
results  of  such  a  jwlicy  have  been  in  that 
country.  It  used  to  result  in  the  pro- 
duction of  large  stocks  which  could  not 
be  sold  in  that  country,  and  which  were 
brought  to  the  Dominion  and  sold  here 
at  a  sacrifice.  We  call  it  slaughtering.  But 
when  the  surplus  stocks  and  proceeds  of 
bankrupt  sales  were  taken  from  the 
United  States  and  sold  in  Canada  for  less 
than  it  cost  to  produce  them  it  was 
called  by  quite  a  different  name,  it  was 
then  **  successful  competition."  I  am 
well  awaie  that  those  protected  in- 
dustries* are  very  much  liked  by  Govern- 
ments and  it  is  not  unnatural  that  it 
should  be  so,  because  they  give  Govern- 
ments much  of  influence  ;  Governments 
Are  fond  of  them  and  the  protected 
industries  ai^e  fond  of  Grovemments.  They 
Jcnow  very  well  they  are  dependent  upon 
each  other.  A  Government  which  )»ro- 
tects  such  industries  in  the  Dominion 
is  likely  to  be  followed  to  the  polls  by 
those  interests,  therefore  it  is  no  wonder 
that  they  try  to  increase  the  number 
of  them ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
thd  greater  their  number,  the  greater 
evil  to  the  consumei-s.  I  am  by 
'no  means  opposad  to  the  establish- 
ment of  manufacturing  industries .  in  the 
country.  I  merely  say  that  they  should 
be  let  alone.  They  should  not  be  pro- 
tected in  the  way  the  National  Policy  is 
•  supposed  to  protect  every  manufacturing 
industry  here,  instead  of  allowing  them 
to  stand  or  fall  on  their  merits.  We 
may  oe  pretty  sure  of  this,  that  no  in- 
dustry will  be  undertaken  without  a 
prospect  of  success,  and  those  who  em- 
bark in  such  enterprises  will  exercise 
much  discretion  before  doing  so  that  the 
chances  of  failure  will  be  still  less. 
Your  protected  industries  remind  me 
very  much  of  what  I  have  seen  on  our 
Parliament  grounds  here.  Every  hon. 
gentleman  may  see  a  building  of  glass 
heated  by  steam  in  which  the  plants  of 
« the  tropics  are  growing  and  flourishing  ; 
in  which  plants  that  cannot  endure  the 
native  air  of  Canada  display  great 
|>erfection.  Those  plants  are,  some  of 
them  at  least,  brought  out  into  the  lawns 
and  flower  borders  connected  with  our 
grounds  every  summer,  but  you  have  to 
.  take  the  precaution  on  the  appro:ich  of 
Uon,  Mr.  llajthorne. 


winter  to  move  them  back  to  the  green- 
house. Just  BO  with  the  protected  in- 
dustries. They  will  live  so  long  as  they 
are  protected  by  the  warmth  of  theTillev 
tariff. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— They  will  have 
a  long  life. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— There  is  a 
clause  in  the  Address  I  certainly  do  feel 
deeply  interested  in,  in  which  I  feel  a  per- 
sonal and  national  interest.  In  the  case 
of  the  suffering  Irish,  it  is  not  necessary 
that  we  should  enquire  into  the  cause  of 
the  distress,  nor  are  we  called  upon  to 
seek  for  it  a  remedy.  It  is  enough  for 
us  to  know  that  a  large  ]>ortion 
of  our  Irish  fcUow-subjects  are 
suffering  from  want  of  food,  and 
as  we  have  here  in  Canada  an  abun- 
dance of  food,  and  as  our  credit  is  good, 
it  is  clearly  our  duty  to  come  to  the  res- 
cue of  these  sufferers.  I  do  not  know 
what  course  the  Government  intend  to 
pursue  in  this  matter,  but  I  will  remind 
them  of  the  ancient  proverb,  that  he  gives 
twice  who  gives  quickly.  It  is,  perhaps, 
quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything 
of  that  question  J  but  at  all  events  there 
can  be  no  harm  in  mentioning  it,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  members  of  the 
Government  will  take  it  in  good  part. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
Notice  of  a  resolution  has  been  given 
already  in  another  place, 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  — Then 
there  is  the  paragraph  in  the  Address 
relating  to  the  "tenant  farmers"  and 
prepamtions  for  settlers.  I  think  the  peo- 
ple of  Manitoba  will  congratulate  them- 
selves on  the  acquisition  of  settlers  from 
the  older  Provinces ;  but  I  am  not  quite 
80  sure  that  the  older  Provinces  have 
reason  to  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
loss  of  those  settlers.  It  seems  to  me 
not  to  be  an  evidence  of  prosperity  when 
you  find  settlers  leaving  their  old  farms 
to  settle  in  the  West,  although  I  have  no 
doubt  that  they  who  make  the  change 
will  be  exceedingly  successful  and  will 
not  ultimately  regret  it.  There  is  a  pas- 
sage in  the  pai*agraph  relating  to  certain 
tenant  farmers.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
somewhat  obscure.  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment might  introduce  some  slight  change 
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in  tba    clause  which  would  elucidate  its 
meaning  a  little.     We  in  this  House  know 
who    those     tenant     farmers    are,    and 
what      their      object      was ;      but      it 
does  not     follow     that  ^all     readers    of 
the    Speech  and    the  Ad<lres3    will    be 
equally  familiar  with  the  jCircumstances  ; 
and,    aa    I    take    it  that   the    Speeches 
from     the    Throne,    and     the     answers 
to  them,  are   to  become  historical   docu- 
ments, I  think  it  is  essential    that  they 
should  be  particularly    clear  in  phraseo- 
logy.    Some  person, not  acquainted  with 
Canada,  some    historian,  perhaps,  years 
hence,    when   this    building,  now   fresh 
from  the  masons'  hands,  may  have  become 
grey  wiih  age,  may  be  hunting   through 
our  records  for  facts  relating  to  the  early 
years  of  the  Dominion,  and  if   he  finds 
this  term,  tenant  farmers,  used   here,  he 
will  say:  "  Is  it  possible  that  there  were 
tenant  farmers  in  Canada  in  1880,"  at  a 
time   when   he    supposes    that    it    was 
peopled    with     freeholders.        Mistakes 
might  arise   among  ourselves  iu  connec- 
tion with  this  Speech,  and  we  might  be 
puzzled  to  account  for  the   term  used  in 
this  paragraph.  However,  that  is  a  matter 
of  comparative  unimportance.      The  pre- 
paration for  the  settlers  is  another  matter 
which  is  of  some  importance.     It  seems 
to  me  that  passage  has  hardly  attracted 
so  much  notice  in  this  Chamber  as  might 
be  expected.     I  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment   surveys    in    Manitoba    and    the 
North- West  are  in  a  state  of  forward- 
ness, judging  from  the  maps  furnished 
to  members  of  this  House,  and  I  imagine 
that  very   little  mors  is   required  to  be 
done  in  that  direction.     But  a  great  deal  j 
is   required  to  make  adequate   prepara- 
tions    for    settlers    coming     from     the 
old  countries  and  accustomed   to  all  the 
con'^eniences  of    civilization.      I    think 
those    who   have  read   in   the    London 
Times,  as  most  of  us  have,  the  vivid  de- 
scription of  Minnesoka,  of  the  high  pitch 
of    civilization    which    the    towns    and 
that  State  have  reached,  must  recognise 
in  it  an  indication  of  the  rapid  march  of 
civilization,  which    may  be  anticipated 
in   our  North- West.     I   have  read  de- 
scriptions by   tlie  correspondent  of  the 
Times  of  educational  and  private  estab- 
lish men  t)B   in   that  new  State  on   a  re- 
markably liberal  scale,  and  it  has  seemed 
to  me  that  the  Government  should  take 
early  steps  to  provide  educational  estab- 
Ilon,  Mr.  HaytJwme. 


lishments  for  our  North- West,  which" 
would  prevent  the  separation  of  childrett 
from  their  parents,  and  hold  out  induce- 
ments to  settlers  to  go  and  cast  their 
lot  in  our  new  territories.  It  is 
a  matter,  in  my  judgment,  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  the  earliest 
possible  steps  should  be  taken  to  estab- 
lish first-class  educational  facilities  in  the 
North- West,  because  our  youth  in  that 
part  of  Canada  will  have  to  compete  with 
the  active  minds  who  are  training  up  in 
the  State  south  of  the  boundary  line,  and 
who  are  educated  in  establishments  or 
the  very  highest  character.  If  we  want 
our  people  to  hold  their  own  in  the 
future  with  the  American  youth  of  the 
same  age,  we  must,  without  delay,  give 
them  the  same  opportunities  for  first- 
class  education  at  home.  In  Manitoba^ 
I  believe,  the  education  of  the  youth  lies 
with  the  Local  Government,  but  I 
believe  it  is  not  so  in  the  North-West, and 
that  the  education  of  the  people  there 
rests  with  the  Dominion  Government. 

Hon.    Sir    ALEX.    CAMPBELL^ 
There  is  no  provision  to  the  contrary. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— At  all 
events  no  time  should  be  lost  to  draw 
public  attention  to  it.  The  so-called 
missing  link  was  referred  to,  and  I  wish 
to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  it,  because 
I  have  served  upon  several  Committees 
of  this  House  in  which  the  subject  of 
railway  from  Lake  Superior  to  the 
North- West  was  very  closely  investigated^ 
I  roust  say  I  think  it  is  unjust  to  cast 
reflections  upon  the  late  Government  for 
not  accomplishing  all  that  could  be 
hoped  or  expected  from  them.  Those 
who  are  disposed  to  criticise  their 
conduct  unfairly  should  remember 
;the  state  of  aflaii-s  when  they 
took  oflice  —  should  i-emember  how 
very  little  was  known  of  this  re- 
gion which  has  since  been  peneti*ated  Wy 
so  many  surveyors  and  explorers.  At 
that  time  our  knowledge  of  that  country 
was  confined  to  the  Dawson  route.  Mr. 
Dawson  is  a  gentleman  for  whose  attain- 
ments  I  have  the  very  highest  respect 
and  who,  I  believe,  is  perfectly  sincere  iu 
his  belief  that  the  best  line  lies  in  a 
different  direction  from  that  which  the 
Government  finally  selected. '  At  the 
time   Mr.    Mackenzie    took    office    the 
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materials  at  their  dLsposal  were  very 
much  in  support  of  Mr.  Dawson's  i^leas. 
That  gentleman's  opinion — I  hope  I  do 
not  misrepresent  him — was  that  the  best 
line  to  penetrate  from  Lake  Superior  to 
Al.mitoba  was  by  Sturgeon  Falls,  and 
from  thence  through  the  Narrows  of 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  Rat  Portage. 
That,  I  l^elieve,  was  the  impression 
which  prevailed  when  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie took  office,  unless  I  am  greatly 
mistaken.  Their  first  contract  was  let  in 
the  direction  of  Sturgeon  ^Falls,  and  it 
was  not  until  by  subsequent  investigation 
the  route  by  the  Narrows'  was  found  to 
be  inA practicable  that  it  was  abandoned, 
a  portion  of  the  contract  rescinded, 
and  the  line  deflected  in  a  northerly  dir- 
ection. I  cannot  hold  the  late  Govern- 
ment responsible  for  those  changes.  They 
believed,  and  I  suppose  if  Sir  John  A.. 
^lacdonald's  Government  had  remained 
in  power  they  would  have  been  under  the 
the  same  impression,  guided  by  the 
advice  at  their  disposal  that  that 
was  the  proper  route.  It  was  known 
to  be  a  very  difficult  country  for 
railway  construction,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  wei*e  not  at  that 
ti^ie  encouraging,  ilr.  Mackenzie  and 
his  colleague  the  hon.  Minister  of 
Finance  were  both,  I  believe,  under  the 
impression  that  the  depression  which  was 
then  at  its  deepest,  would  continue 
perhaps  lor  five  years.  I  believe  that 
Sir  Richard  Cartwright  had  expressed 
an  opinion  to  that  effect  and  it  appears 
that  he  was  not  far  wrong  in  forming 
that  estimate.  At  the  time  that  these 
opei^ations  were  in  progress  the  depres- 
sion was  at  its  deepest,  and  no  one  could 
undertake  to  say  how  long  it  might  en- 
dure, and  how  much  deeper  it  might  go ; 
but  times  have  somewhat  improved  since, 
and  accordingly  we  find  that  taking 
advantage  of  the  improvement,  Mr. 
Mackenzie's  Government  advertised  for 
tenders  for  that  part  of  the  line  now 
called  the  missing  link.  They  only  ex- 
ercised ordinary  prudence  in  not  going 
beyond  their  depth.  It  was  desirable 
that  the  road  should  be  built,  but  one 
thing  -was  more  essential — the  safety  of 
the  State  of  which  they  were  the  guar- 
dians. I  have  but  little  to  say  of  the 
Fraser  River  rout^,  except  this,  that  the 
present  Government  having  selected  that 
route  on  the  same  line  which  Mr.  Mac- 
ron. Mr.  Eaythome. 


kenzle  had  chosen  gives  me  confidence, 
at  all  events,  that  in  this  particular  the 
best  route  has  been  selected.  If  we  find 
two  Governments  coinciding  on  an  im- 
portant question  of  this  sort,  we  may 
safely  j  conclude  that  after  all  those  years 
of  delay — and  I  do  not  think  they  were 
unprofitHbly  spent  if  they  have  resulted, 
as  I  believe  they  have,  in  obtaining  for 
us  the  best  and  most  eligible  route — the 
time  and  mon3y  have  not,  in  my 
judgment,  been  wasted.  One  para- 
graph relatf^  to  the  Intercolonial 
Railway,  and  I  feel  bound  to  express  my 
regret  that  the  subject  was  mentioned  in 
this  Speech  at  all.  A  strange  comment- 
ary on  this  paragraph  in  the  Addieas, 
has  been  supplied  upon  by  the  working 
of  that  line  during  the  past  fortnight.  I 
believe  that  if  every  hon.  gentleman  in 
this  House,  who  comes  from  tlie  Mari- 
time Provinces  wcr*».  to  give  us  the 
benefit  of  his  experience  of  his 
journey  up  to  Ottawa  he  would 
say  that  it  had  been  attended 
with  some  disaster  or  delay.  That  is  a 
strange  commentary  on  the  statement 
that  the  Intercolonial  Railway  has  been 
managed  with  greater  economy  without 
impairing  its  efficiency.  I  believe  in 
economy  where  it  can  be  effected  judi- 
ciously, but  there  is  one  general  principle 
which  should  guide  the  managers  of  all 
Railways,  and  especially  Government 
lines,  and  that  principle  is,  first  and  fore- 
most, the  safety  of  passengers  and  of  the 
traffic  committed  to  their  charge.  I 
would  only  just  suggest  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider  the  matter  in  this  light. 
Should  a  few  accidents  such  as  those 
which  have  unfortunately  happened  dur- 
ing the  past  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
prove  fatal  and  cause  large  destruction 
of  life  and  property,  the  result  must  be 
that  public  confidence  in  the  railway 
would  be  shaken.  What  greater  damage 
could  be  done  than  to  drive  the  freight 
and  passenger  traffic  from  the  Intercol- 
onial to  some  other  line  1  It  was  our 
boast,  a  year  ago,  that  the  Intercol- 
onial Railway  was  one  of  the  safest  and 
best  in  North  America.  I  do  not  wish 
to  make  a  party  question  of  this, 
but  I  do  hope  that  the  Grovern- 
ment  will  not  persevere  in  trying 
to  save  a  few  thousand  dollars 
by  running  car-wheels  after  they  should 
be   condemned,  and  incurring  risks   of 
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costly  and,  perhaps,  fatal,  accidents  upon 
the  line. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
feel  obliged  to  deny  that  assertion.  There 
may  have  been  some  accidents,  and  in 
another  place  a  return  of  such  accidents 
has  been  asked  for.  When  that  return 
comes  dowijL  I  believe  it  will  show  that 
they  have  not  occurred  from  any  false 
economy  or  from  using  car-wheels  after 
they  should  have  been  condemned  as 
unsafe. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  — The 
natui-al  inference  when  a  car- wheel  breaks 
is  that  it  should  have  been  taken  off. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— You  would  take 
them  all  off? 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— Then  we 
should  have  to  travel  by  balloon.  The 
Indian  policy  is  also  referred  to.  Canada 
ha»  been,  not  improperly,  proud  of  her 
Indian  policy  in  the  past.  I  see,  with 
great  pleasure,  that  the  Government 
have  taken  hold  of  this  question  in  a 
serious  spirit,  with  the  determination 
that  the  Indian  policy  of  the  country 
shall  not  suffer  at  their  hands.  I  would 
just  point  out  the  fact  that  Indian  affairs 
are  now  at  aii  important  crisis  in  the 
North-West.  The  food  of  the  tribes, 
it  appears,  has  lieen  cut  off.  The  buf- 
falo no  longer  exists  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities to  feed  them,  and  they  are  in  a 
starving  condition.  To  leave  them  to 
their  own  resources,  and  thus  compel  them, 
perhaps,  to  deeds  of  violence  to  keep 
themselves  and  their  families  from  starv- 
ing would  be  a  most  fatal  error.  Up  to 
the  present  time  our  Indians  have  been, 
on  the  whole,  well  conducted  and 
peaceable,  but  if  they  are  obliged  to  save 
their  lives  by  committing  acts  of  violence 
they  will  become  as  difficult  and  as  costly 
to  manage  as  the  Indians  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  no  reasoning  with 
starving  men,  and  particularly  with 
starving  Indians,  and,  therefore,  I  think 
it  would  be  best  for  the  Government  to 
provide  those  people  with  such  supplies 
as  theiV  temporary  wants  require,  and  at 
the  same  time  induce  them  to  resort  to 
agriculture  to  maintain  themselves  and  to 
abandon  their  old  nomadic  habits.  I 
wish  to  say,  in  concluding  my  ramarks, 
Jloa.  Mr,  Haythorne* 


that  I,  for  one,  am  not  at  all  disposeti  to 
despair  of  the  future  of  this  Dominion. 
I  have  the  firmest  confidence  in  its 
future,  provided  always  tliat  as  I  am  sure 
it  will  be,  it  is  governed  on  principles  of 
equity  and  justice.  As  to  whether  it  is 
well  governed  or  not  there  are  differences 
of  opinion.  I  believe  that  the  protective 
^policy  of  the  Government  is  not  the 
wisest  or  best,  but,  for  all  that,  if  the 
country  were  governed  on.  principles 
even  more  unsound  than  those  whicli 
form  ih3  basis  of  the  Naiional  Policy,  1 
should  still  feel  confidence  in  its  future. 
The  fertile  lands  of  our  country,  our  vast 
forests,  our  shipping,  our  various  indus- 
tries and  the  indomitable  energy  of  our 
people  are  such  that  we  need  not  despair 
of  success.  One  or  two  things  we  have 
to  avoid ;  one  is  the  principle  of  Com- 
munism, and  the  other  is  that  idea  that 
greater  liberty  and  better  institutions 
prevail  over  the  border  than  here  ;  that 
everything  in 'Canada  is  in  a  state  of 
permanent  stagnation,  for  which  the 
only  remedy  is  annexation  to  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  believe  in  any  such 
doctrine.  I  believe  that  we  enjoy  one  of 
the  best  and  freest  Governments  that 
exist  under  the  sun  ;  and  I  believe  tljat 
in  ten  years*  time,  if  we  only  proceed 
with  our  undertakings  in  the  North-West 
and  fill  up  that  great  region  with  pros- 
perous settles,  and  supply  the  nations  of 
Europe  with  wheat  and  cattle,  our  pros- 
perity is  certain. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE— I  had 
not  the  smallest  intention  of  mingling  in 
this  debate,  and  I  should  not  do  so  now 
were  it  not  for  the  extraordinary  state- 
ments made  by  some  hon.  gentlemen 
from  the  Lower  Provinces,  referring 
to  the  Intercolonial  Railway  manage- 
ment. I  have  had  as  good  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  how  that  railway  is  managed 
as  any  member  of  this  Legislature,  and  I 
do  not  believe  that  it  is  mismanaged. 
Now,  it  is  true  that  within  the  last  few 
weeks  some  small  accidents  and  delays 
have  occurred  on  that  road,  but  it  is  also 
true  that  these  accidents  and  the  destrvc- 
tion  of  property  are  nothing  to  be  com- 
pared in  extent  or  number  to  those  which 
took  place  under  tlie  able  management  of 
Mr.  Brydges.  The  Intercolonial  was  no 
doubt  put  in  a  very  efficient  state  by  that 
gentleman,  by  a  very  lavish  expenditure 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tlie 


[February  18,  1880.] 


Address, 


65 


of  money,  and  it  was  the  general  opinion 
of  the  country  that  the  expense  could 
not  be  continued  ;  that  if  we  had  to  work 
the  road  at  a  loss  of  two  or  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a  year,  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  maintain  it  at  all 
as  a  public  work.  Now,  while 
I  believe  that  the  expenses  on  that 
werk  have  been  largely  i-ediicod,  I  douot 
pretend  to  say  that  in  some  instances, 
perhaps,  the  Minister  of  Kail  ways,  in  his 
desire  for  economy,  way  not  have  cut 
down  expenses,  and  probably  dismissed 
some  employes  where  i)erhaps  they  might 
have  been  useful,  but  that  its  efficiency 
has  not  been  at  ail  destroyed  is  plain 
from  the  work  it  is  doing.  I  do  not  want 
to  trouble  the  House  with  statistics,  but 
it  is  well  kmown  that  the  work  on  that 
road  has  very  largely  increased,  that  the 
amount  of  traffic  and  travel  over  it 
during  the  last  few  months  far  exceeds 
that  of  any  other  period.  Within  the 
last  three  or  four  months,  when,  accord- 
ing to  some  gentlemen,  the  road  was  im- 
passable, the  increase  of  fi-eight  and 
passenger  traffic  has  been  such  as  to 
astonish  everybody.  I  think  it  is 
most  unwise  and  unjust  to  endeavor 
to  destroy  public  confidence  in  such  a 
work ;  we  ought  all  to  feel  that  it  is 
necessary  to  encourage  travel  by  that  line. 
I  am  sure  that  the  Minister  of  Railways, 
who  expressed  in  another  place  kis  delight 
when  a  member  moved  for  a  return  of 
the  accidents  upon  the  line,  will  be  able 
to  shew  not  only  that  the  earnings  have 
increased  but  also  that  the  efficiency  of 
the  road  has  not  been  in  any  degree  im- 
paired. Accidents  occur  upon  all  lines 
occaadonally.  I  noticed  in  a  late  paper 
to-day  an  account  of  an  accident,  attend- 
ed by  large  loss  of  life,  on  one  of  the  best 
managed  railways  on  the  continent.  On 
the  Intercolonial  there  has  been  no  such 
casualty,  attended  with  any  large  loss  of 
life.  Some  persons  have  been  injured, 
but  probably  through  their  own  careless- 
ness. There  is,  probably,  no  line  of 
equal  length  on  the  continent,  which  has 
been  so  long  running,  on  wnich  fewer 
accidents  have  occurred,  and  none  where 
the  loss  of  life  and  property  has  been  so 
small.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  road  under  the  Minister  of 
Hallways  will  compare  favorably  with  its 
management  by  Mr.Brydges,when  the  ex- 
penditure was  from  two  to  three  hundred 
Eon.  Mr.  Mocfarlane* 


thousand  dollars  greater  than  it  was  last 
year.  I  had  not  intended  to  address  the 
House,  and  I  have  only  dome  so  now  in 
justice  to  a  work  in  which  we  ought  all 
to  feel  a  deep  interest. 

Hon.  Mr.  LEWIN — I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  on  the  paragraph  expressing 
thankfulness  for  the  returning  prosperity 
of  the  country.  Coming  from  New 
Brunswick,  as  I  do,  and  having  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  mercantile  affairs  of 
that  Province,  and  more  especially  of  the 
city  of  St.  John,  I  regret  to  say  that  I 
fail  to  see  any  evidence  of  returning 
prosperity.  The  number  and  amount  of 
failures  Vhioh  took  place  in  New  Bruns- 
wick last  year  exceeded  the  insolvencies  of 
any  previous  year.  Some  of  the  oldest 
houses  which  had  been  in  business  be- 
tween sixty  and  seventy  years,  failed,  in 
addition  to  a  number  of  smaller  houses. 
If  you  look  at  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustries you  will  fimd  that  a  very  large 
number  of  workmen  amd  operatives  have 
been  discharged  from  the  foundries  and 
factories,  and  these  persons  have  had  to 
leave  the  Province  to  seek  employment 
abroad*  The  large  Coldbrook  rolling 
mills  and  nail  factory  have  been  shut  up 
and  many  mechanics  who  formerly  lived 
in  that  neighborhood  and  worked  in  those 
establishments  have  gone  to  the  United 
States  for  employment.  These  are  not 
evidences  of  returning  prosperity.  Take 
the  emigration  returns  ;  it  is  very 
difficult  to  find  the  number  of  persons 
who  left  the  place,  but  the  International 
line  of  steamers  alone  carried  away  be- 
tween five  and  six  thousand  of  our 
people.  How  many  left  by  the  railways 
and  by  schooners  and  small  vessels,  it  is 
impossible  to  say.  On  the  whole,  I 
think  we  lost  fully  ten  thousand  persons 
by  emigration  to  the  United  States 
during  last  year.  Since  1844, 1  do  not 
know  any  period  that  has  been  so  disas- 
trous as  the  past  twelve  months.  The 
distress  has  not  been  confined  to  the 
manufacturing  and  mercantile  classes, 
but  affects  all  alike.  Men  who  had  re- 
tired from  business  to  live  upon  their 
incomes  from  property  and  stocks  have 
Buffered  severely  by  the  depreciation  in 
the  value  of  their  investments.  I  have 
not  heard,  during  the  past  year,  any  man 
speak  of  prosperity  or  anything  of  the 
kind.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
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Natioixil  Policy  has  caused  all  this,  but 
I  certainly  say  that  it  has  aggravated 
the  distress  and  is  creating  a  feeling  of 
irritation  in  the  minds  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  population  that  suffers 
from  its  effects.  Next  to  the  lumber 
trade  the  shipping  interest  is  probably 
the  largest  in  our  Province.  Under  the 
new  tariff  large  additional  duties  have 
been  imposed  upon  imported  articles  used 
in  shipbuilding.  One  of  our  largast  and 
most  intelligent  shipbuilders  estimates 
the  increase  at  a  little  in  excess  of  $1.30 
per  ton ;  that  is  to  say  a  tax  of  $1,300 
is  imposed  upon  the  materials  which 
enter  into  the  construction  of  a  ship  of 
1,000  tons  burden.  There  is  a  drawback 
it  is  true,  but  for  a  long  time  it  was 
found  difficult  to  ascertain  what  it  was. 
At  last  it  was  fixed  at  50  cents  per  ton, 
or  $500  on  a  ship  for  which  $1,300  ad- 
ditional duties  had  been  paid.  Those  to 
whom  the  drawback  was  offered  declined 
to  take  it  and  the  matter  has  not  been 
settled  yet,  so  far  as  I  can  learn.  I 
regret  that  there  is  no  symptom  of  the 
returning  prosperity  mentioned  in  the 
Address.  The  hon.  gentleman  who 
moved  the  reply  to  the  Speech  gave  the 
Government  credit  for  having  done 
something  ;  they  have  done  something, 
but  it  is  a  question  whether  it  has  not 
been  of  a  mischievous  character.  Un- 
doubtedly it  has  been  injurious  to  the 
l>eople  of  New  Brunswick  ;  it  has  in- 
creased their  burdens  without  giving 
them  anything  in  return.  A  shor^. 
time  liefore  coming  to  Ottawa  I 
was  talking  to  a  manufacturer  of  rails, 
who  told  me  that  he  was  suffering  from 
the  duty  on  iron  and  coal.  As  to  giving 
him  any  protection,  he  said  that  he  had 
had  a  monopoly  of  the  business  in  the 
country  before.  No  foreign  industry 
could  compete  with  his  under  the  old 
tariff.  The  same  thing  applies  to  the 
foundries,  and,  so  far  as  New  Brunswick 
is  concerned,  the  depression  in  the  Pro- 
vince has  been  increased  by  the  tariff. 
There  are  other  matters  in  the  Address 
to  which  I  should  like  to  refer,  but  they 
have  already  been  dealt  with  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Piince  Sdward 
.  Island  (Mr.  Haythorne)  in  his  admirable 
speech.  New  Brunswick  is  in  a  deplor- 
able state  of  depression,  and  without  the 
slightest  prospect  of  relief.  Our  lumber 
trside  alone  has  shewn  any  improvement, 
ff<m,  Mr.  Lewin. 


but  that  is  due  to  a  slight  advance  in  the 
price  of  deals,  and  only  those  who  held 
them  were  able  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
The  Province  is  suffering,  and  the  feel- 
ing is  one  of  great  dissatisfaction  with 
the  working  of  the  National  Pdlicy. 

Hon.  Mr.  ARMAND  (in  French)— 
Before  entering  into  the  subject  under 
discussion,  I  desire  to  express  ray  grati- 
tude to  Divine  Providence  for  preserving 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
and  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess 
Louise  from  death  in  the  accident  of 
Saturday  last.  A  Conservative  in  prin- 
ciple, it  is  easy  for  me  to  assure  this  hon. 
House  that  1  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
concur,  without  qualification,  in  all  that 
is  contained  in  the  Address  in  reply  to 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  The  Gov- 
ernment certainly  deserve  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  choice  that  they  have 
made  of  the  hon.  Senator  for  Saugven 
(Mr.  Macpherson)  to  preside  over  our 
deliberations  in  this  Chamber.  That 
hon.  gentleman  understands  and  speaks 
very  well  the  two  official  langus^es  of 
the  country,  and  I  am  happy  to  expresa 
to  the  Government  my  recognition  of 
the  wisdom  they  have  displayed  in 
making  such  a  selection.  Unhappily,  the 
sickness  with  which  he  has  been  smitten 
may,  for  a  long  time,  deprive  the  House 
of  his  services,  and  I  regret  that  the 
hopes  which  had  been  raised  among  those 
of  us  who  speak  the  French  language 
by  his  appointment,  should  have  been 
so  soon  dissipated.  I  also  congratulate 
the  Grovemment  on  the  efforts  that  they 
have  made  to  convince  England  of  the 
advantage  which  it  would  be  to  Canada 
if  she  should  participabe  in  the  benefits  of 
her  commercial  treaties  with  other  nations 
of  the  world.  We  would  then  have  no 
longer  any  cause  to  envy  our  neigh- 
bors on  the  other  side  of  the  forty-fifth 
parallel.  Having  congratulated  the  Gov- 
ernment as  far  as  I  possibly  could  on  all 
matters  in  which  they  are  entitled  to 
credit,  I  regret  that  my  duty  towards  my 
Province  forces  me  to  reproath  them  with 
having  violated  the  usage,  custom  and,  I 
may  add,  the  constitutional  practice  of 
giving  to  each  House  a  Minister  speaking 
the  Fremeh  language.  To  tell  the  whole 
truth,  I  must  admit  that  the  Government 
is  possibly  not  as  culpable  in  this  matter 
as  a  certain  number  of  young  men  of  our 
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Province  who  are  blinded  by  ambition  to 
the  point  of  forgetting  what  they  owe  to 
their  nationality  in  their  desire  to  secure 
their  own  advancement.  Why  do  the 
representatives  of  Quebec  in  the  Cabinet 
not  imitnte  the  conduct  of  their  illus- 
trious predecessors,  the  Lafontaines,  the 
PapineauSy  the  Tach^s,  and  the  Cartiers  ? 
When  the  new  constitution  of  the 
united  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada  was  adopted,  Mr.  Lafontaine 
made  an  nnconditiontd  amnesty  to  all  his 
compatriots  in  exile  a  sine  qua  non  con- 
dition of  his  accepting  a  position  in  the 
Government  Mr.  D.  B.  Papineau  only 
consented  to  enter  the  Administration  on 
condition  that  the  Governor  should 
restore  the  use  of  the  French  language, 
which  he  had  proscribed.  But  why  need 
I  go  so  far  into  the  past  to  cite  examples 
and  to  find  models  for  our  young  Minis- 
ters of  the  day  to  iaiitate?  What  did 
the  Tach^s  and  the  Cartiers  reply  to  us, 
when  we,  their  devoted  supporters,  spoke 
to  them  of  our  fears  and  apprehensions  at 
the  thought  of  projected  constitutional 
changes  1  "  Calm  your  fears,"  said  they, 
"  have  confidence  in  the  loyalty  and 
liberality  of  our  fellow-citizens  of  Eng- 
lish, Scotch  and  Irish  origin.  Do  you 
think  that  we  would  remain  one  moment 
in  a  Gk)vemnient  which  would  endan- 
ger our  rights  and  privileges?"  Last 
year  in  this  House  we  received 
assurances  from  a  number  of  our 
colleagues  in  this  Chamber  whose  lib- 
erality inspired  Sir  Etienne  P.  .Tach6 
and  Sir  G^rge  E.  Cartier  with  such 
confidence.  A  number  of  our  hon.  col- 
leagues have  already  pronounced  their 
views  upon  this  subjeet  and  have  not 
hesitated  to  declare  that  our  claims  with 
respect  to  the  French  language  are 
rational.  It  is  true  that  some,  as  for  in- 
stance the  kon.  Senator  from  Prince 
Edward  Island  (Mr.  Haythome),  who 
preceded  me,  wish  to  establish  a  new 
system,  and  take  Ministers  indiscrimi- 
nately from  any  part  of  the  Dominion  ; 
hut  not  only  the  precedents  of  Par- 
liament, but  also  the  interest  of 
the  smaller  Provinces  will  be  opposed 
to  it  always.  Hoping  for  better  days 
for.  the  French  language  in  th^  Senate, 
I  feel  that  I  should  end  my  speech 
with  a  protest  against  the  order  of 
things  inaugurated  by  the  present  Gov- 
ernment. 

Am.  Mr.  Armand. 


Hon.  Mr.  WARK  —  Although  this 
debate  has  been  extended  to  so  great  a 
length,  yet  so  little  time  has  been  taken 
up  by  members  from  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
trespassing  on  the  time  of  the  House  if 
I  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject  under 
discussion.  I  do  not  intend  to  enter 
upon  a  criticism  of  the  several  clauses  of 
this  Address,  as  they  have  been  very 
fully  ventilated.  Questions  have  arisen 
in  the  controversy  which  I  do  not  care  to  • 
enter  upon  at  present,  but  I  would  not 
be  doing  my  duty  to  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick  if  I  did  not  rise  in  my 
place  and  corroborate  every  word  that 
has  been  stated  by  the  hon.  member  for 
St.  John,  when  he  says  there  is  no 
appearance  in  New  Brunswick  of  a  re- 
turn of  prosperity.  He  has  stated  to  you' 
the  misfoi*tune,  almost,  that  has  over- 
taken the  Province ;  he  h&s  told  you 
that  an  immense  number  of  the  popula- 
tion has  been  leaving  our  shores.  I 
have  been  informed  myself  that,  out 
of  twenty-one  saw  mills,  that  had 
usually  been  engaged  in  manufacturing 
lumber  in  and  arouud  the  St.  John 
Harbor,  only  five  were  in  operation 
last  year.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the 
people  have  become  disheartened  and 
seek  employment  in  another  country  1  I 
have  heard  of  one  of  these  mill  owners  who 
usually  employed  70  men,  h«t  last  sum- 
mer, having  no  employment  for  them, 
they  every  one  left  the  country  with 
their  families.  There  is  a  saw  mill  in  my 
own  neighborhood  and  it  only  worked  & 
few  weeks  last  season.  I  am  told  that 
the  agents  of  the  International  Steam- 
ship Company  reported  in  the  first  of 
October  to  the  American  Consul  that 
4,500  persons  had  left  St.  John  ;  thre& 
months  of  the  year  has  since  then  ex- 
pired, and,  I  dare  say  my  hon.  friend  is^ 
quite  correct  "when  he  says  that  6,000' 
people  left  St.  John  alone  during  the* 
past  twelve  months.  We  see  young 
people  leaving  New  Brunswick  from  all 
parts  ;  parties  of  them  are  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  leaving  in  a  body,  and,  con- 
sequently, we  can  shew  no  appear- 
ance of  a  return  of  prosperity,  with 
the  exception  of  a  little  stir  that 
took  place  in  the  lumber  market  in 
England,  which  held  out  some  hope» 
that  employment  would  be  obtained  in 
the  woods  in  getting   out  logs  with  the^ 
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expectation  that  the  trade  would  be  bet- 
ter during  the  coming  season.  Although 
a  large  number  of  people  have  left  the 
country,  there  are  still  a  great  many 
unemployed  remaining  at  home;  and  it  is 
amongst  those  who  are  unable  to  find 
means  to  leave  the  Province  that  we 
mu^t  expect  to  see  a  great  amount  of 
privation  and  misery.  That  would  not 
deter  me,  however,  fiom  supporting  the 
Government  in  their  proposition  to  do 
something  towards  the  alleviation  of  the 
distress  in  Ireland,  although  we  have 
a  great  deal  of  suffering  amongst  our- 
selves. The  speech  refers  to  the  immigra- 
tion into  the  North-West,  not  only  from 
abroad  but  fi-om  the  other  Provinces.  It 
has  been  observed  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  by  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Prince  Edward  Island  (Mr.  Haythome), 
that  it  is  not  a  matter  that  the  different 
provinces  can  eongratulate  themselves 
upton  that  their  population  is  leaving, 
even  to  go  to  the  North-West  of  our  own 
Dominion,  but  I  believe  that  of  those  who 
have  lefo  New  Brunswick,  not  one 
in  twenty  has  taken  that  direction. 
They  have  gone  to  seek  employment,  to 
seek  homes,  to  seek  food  for  their  families 
in  the  neighboring  Republic;  and  I  look 
upon  them  as  lost  to  the  Dominion.  The 
leader  of  the  Crovernmenthas  accused  the 
late  Administration  of  folding  their 
hands,  looking  on  and  doing  nothing  to 
remove  the  commercial  depression^  I  be- 
lieve if  the  present  Gk)verment  had  pur- 
sued a  similar  course,  the  state  of  things 
in  New  BiTiuswick  to-day  would  be  far 
better  then  they  are  now  under  the  in- 
creased taxation  and  lack  of  employment. 
With  regard  to  the  controversy  as  to  the 
Patific  Railway,  my  i*ecollection  and  un- 
derstanding of  the  whole  matter  is  this  : 
that  the  late  Government  determined  to 
make  use  of  what  they  called  the  water 
stretches ;  that  they  had  been  acting  too 
much  on  the  reports  of  the  engineers  and 
surveyors  that  there  was  no  difficulty 
at  any  time  to  build  a  line  from  Sturgeon 
Falls  to  Rat  Portage,  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, after  they  had  connected  Thunder 
Bay  with  Sturgeon  Falls,  there  would 
then  be  no  obstruction  from  the  ocean  to 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  but  at  Fort 
Francos  Falls.  On  overcoming  that 
difficulty  by  a  lock,  and  Keewatin  being 
connected  with  Red  River  by  rail,  they 
would  have  uninterrupted  communi- 
Hon.  Mr.  Work, 


oation  by  water  and  rail  tjie  whole 
distance  from  the  ocean  to  Red  River. 
That  was  the  intention  of  the  soneme, 
but  before  much  progress  was  made  on 
the  line  from  Thunder  Bay  to  Sturgeon 
Falls,  it  was  found  that  the  proposed 
route  from  Sturgeon  Falls  to  Keewatin 
was  impracticable.  I  believe  the  Gov- 
ernment made  a  mistake  in  undertaking 
to  construct  the  Fort  Frances  Lock  until 
they  were  assured  that  the  route  from 
Sturgeon  Falls  to  Rat  Portage  was 
practicable,  and  perhaps  they  made  a 
mistake  in  proceeding  with  the  work  on 
the  lock  after  they  found  that  the  con- 
necting link  could  not  be  built  How- 
ever, it  was  reported  that  there  was  a 
large  quantity  of  lumber  in  the  district 
around  Rainy  Lake,  which  might  render 
the  lock  of  much  service.  I  do  not  blame 
the  present  Government  for  dropping  the 
work  there,  as  it  properly  belongs  to  the 
Province  of  Ontaiio,  and  no  doubt  the 
Government  of  this  Province  will  finish 
the  improvement  and  pay  something  to 
the  Dominion  for  what  has  been  spent  on 
it  already.  When  it  was  found  that  for 
the  reason  mentioned  the  water  stretches 
wei*e  impracticable,  the  Government 
thought  they  would  construct  the  con- 
necting link  of  the  railway.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  that.  They  advertised 
for  tendei*s,  and  it  would  have  been  folly 
for  them  to  have  set  men  to  work  on  that 
section  until  the  portion  between  Thun- 
der Bay  and  English  River  was  in  such 
a  condition  as  to  facilitate  the  transport- 
ing of  supplies  for  the  work.  With 
i*espect  to  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  it 
has  been  reported  that  a  large  number  of 
accidents  have  recently  taken  place. 
Some  say  they  are  merely  accidents,  but 
there  are  some  accidents  on  railways  that 
might  be  avoided.  It  is  not  sufficient 
that  the  wheels  may  be  made  of  the  best 
material,  or  that  they  are  tested  when 
they  are  put  on  the  road,  but  they  re- 
quire frequent  examinations.  When  the 
railway  track  becomes  uneven,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  road  bed  on  the  Intercolonial  is 
settling  in  places  and  heaving  in  others, 
on  account  of  the  severe  frost  and  heavy 
traffic,  there  is  all  the  more  necessity  foi 
careful  and  frequent  inspection  of  the 
wheels.  I  remember  travelling  once  {be- 
tween Glasgow  and  Liverpool,  two  hun- 
dred miles.  On  that  line  they  travelled 
at  double  the  rate  that  we  do  in  this 
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country,  and  yet  they  took  time  at  the 
half-way  station  to  test  every  wheel  of 
the  whole  train  by  tapping  them  with  a 
hammer,  in  order  to  detect  if  there  was 
the  least  flaw  in  them. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELI^ 
That  is  done  on  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER— You  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  this  is  not  done  on  our 
railways.  I  have  always  found  it  done 
when  I  travelled  over  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— I  did  not^  say 
they  did  not  do  it,  but  I  say  that  when, 
from  the  above  or  any  other  cause,  the 
state  of  the  road  seems  to  demand  it,  more 
frequent  examinations  may  be  necessary 
in  order  to  detect  cracked  wheels,  and 
fewer  accidents  would  occur.  We  are 
mych  indebted  to  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Belleville  for  the  information  he  has 
given  to  the  House,  but  I  would  like  to 
know  what  view  he  supposes  England 
will  take  of  the  extension  of  trade  from 
this  country.  England,  he  says,  wants  a 
very  large  quantity  of  nearly  everything 
that  we  can  spare  ;  they  want  our  wheat, 
our  oats,  our  barley,  our  cattle,  our  sheep 
and  swine,  whether  dead  or  alive.  They 
want  our  butter,  cheese  and  lumber. 
Now,  supposing  that  the  hon.  Senator 
went  home  as  a  delegate,  and  tried  to 
extend  the  trade  of  Canada  in  England, 
and  talked  over  this  question  with 
Englishmen,  they  would  tell  him  that 
their  manufacturing  population  had  out- 
grown the  means  of  their  agricultural 
population  to  feed  them,  and  that  they 
must  import  a  large  quantity  of  food 
from  abroad.  The  hon.  gentleman  would 
tell  them  of  the  immense  quantities 
we  can  supply.  They  would  say,  **  We 
will  buy  from  you,  tut  you*  must  take 
something  from  us  in  return.  Do  you 
not  want  some  of  our  cottons  ? "  "  No," 
my  hon,  friend  would  reply,  "  we 
have  adopted  the  policy  of  *  Canada  for 
Canadians.' "  The  English  manufacturer 
would  ask,  **  Do  you  want  any  woollens, 
or  the  products  of  our  mines?"  The 
reply  would  be,  "No;  we  want  to 
manufacture  our  own  woollens  and  iron, 
but  we  must  take  some  of  your  hard- 
ware from  you,  because  we  are  not 
prepared  to  go  into  the  manufacture  of 
Hon,  Mr.  Wark. 


cutlery  extensively  as  yet,  but  as  soon  a» 
we  can  do  so  we  will  do  that  also." 
Under  such  circumstances,  how  do  you 
expect  an  Englishman  to  say  that  he  will 
take  your  products  if  you  will  take 
nothing  from  him  in  return  1  And 
where  are  you  to  begin  that  trade  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  READ — Their  necessities 
are  our  opportunity. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK — Supposing  every 
country  should  call  upon  them  for  their 
gold  in  exchange  for  their  products, 
instead  of  manufactures,  where  would 
they  get  it?  I  think  that  it  is  a 
selfish  view  for  us  to  take  of  it. 
The  delegates  from  the  tenant  farmera 
have  come  out  to  this  country.  The 
Government  have  paid  the  expenses  of 
these  delegates,  and  they  are  expected 
to  encourage  their  countrymen  to 
come  out  here  and  settle  in  our 
North- West  Tenitories  and  raise  food 
to  send  home  to  the  Mother  Country. 
The  people  at  home  will  say  "  You  want 
to  take  out  our  farmers  and  raise  food 
for  us,  but  you  will  not  allow  ns  to  send 
them  back  a  single  article  that  we  manu- 
facture in  return."  How  long  is  that 
system  of  trade  likely  to  last  %  .  Then 
again  the  Englishman  may  very  well  ask 
you  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  your 
ships  ?  Our  ships  go  home  with  cargoes 
of  lumber  and  produce.  What  are  we 
going  to  do  for  return  cargoes?  Will 
they  load  themselves  up  with  gravel  and 
stone  as  ballast  and  return  without? 
freight  %  If  lumber  cargoes  have  to  pay 
the  whole  expenses  of  the  round  voyage^ 
how  are  our  lumber  merchants  to  com- 
pete in  the  English  market  with  foreign 
countries  that  take  return  cargoes  of 
English  manufactures  ?  I  have  briefly 
gone  into  this  question  in  order  to  shew 
what  the  result  of  this  National  Policy 
will  be  if  it  is  adhered  to.  It  bears 
more  heavily  on  New  Bninswick  and 
Prince  Edward  Island  than  upon  any 
other  portion  of  the  Dominion.  Whether 
New  Brunswick  can  bear  up  under  the 
load  that  is  placed  upon  it,  I  have  very 
grave  doubts.  There  is  one  matter  that 
I  ought  not  to  sit  down  without  referring 
to.  The  Minister  of  Finance  has 
been  taunted  a  good  deal  about 
what  his  estimates  of  the  additional  re- 
venue ^t>uld  b«  under  the  new  tarifll    If 
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the  Government  had  simply  contented 
themaelres  with  letting  us  have  a  revenue 
tariff  and  have  added  about,  say,  2  J  per 
cent,  on  the  17|  per  cent,  tariff",  I  believe 
they  would  have  had  the  additional 
amount  of  revenue  he  estimated.  Why 
have  his  calculations  not  been  carried  out  ] 
Simply  because  high  duties  have  induced 
smuggling  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is 
demoralizing  the  people.  A  gentleman 
who  was  here  last  session  from  Nova 
Scotia,  from  whose  section  of  the 
Province  a  considerable  trade  with 
the  United  States  was  carried  on,  bring- 
ing back  return  cargoes  in  his  vessels, 
•was  asked  how  they  would  do  under  the 
new  tariff  when  they  could  not  bring  in 
United  States  produce  as  formerly.  His 
reply  was  that,  they  would  do  very  well 
as  they  would  smuggle.  I  know  that  a 
good  deal  of  goods  are  brought  into  tho 
•country  in  that  way  now,  and  are  sold 
cheaper  by  tbe  retail  merchants  in 
New  Brunswick,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  lines,  than  the  wholesale  impor- 
ters can  afford  to  sell  them.  Ihere 
is  one  extraordinary  regulation  with 
respect  to  American  oil.  We,  in  Canada, 
are  burning  Canadian  oil  requiring  a  test 
only  of  105  ;  but  Government  have  de- 
cided that  American  oil  must  stand  a 
fire  test  of  130.  I  have  heard  of  several 
instances  where  a  quantity  of  oil  was 
brought  into  St.  John,  and,  because  it 
did  not  stand  the  test  of  130,  it  had  to 
be  sent  out  of  the  country.  I  have  heard 
of  small  inland  places  where  very  little 
consumption  may  be  expected  and  where 
a  quantity  came  in  that  stood  122^,  but 
they  were  forced  to  send  it  back,  though 
thei-e  was  no  doubt  it  would  be  smuggled 
into  our  Province  again.  The  collector 
of  that  port  stated  that  formerly,  when 
the  high  duty  was  imposed  on  oil,  he  col- 
lected nothing,  but  when  it  had  been  put 
down  to  6  cents  a  gallon,  he  collected 
^500  a  year  from  it,  although  it  was  only 
a  small  port  or  station.  Now,  all  that 
comes  into  the  Province  must  be  smug- 
gled. Canadian  oil  sent  down  there  is 
of  so  poor  a  quality  that  it  is  not  fit  for 
use.  Manufacturers  have  things  so  much 
their  own  way  that  it  is  said  they  only 
sell  inferior  oil  in  the  country  and  export 
their  best  oils  to  foreign  markets.  'I 
have  heard  also  of  smuggling  being  car- 
ried on  in  Lower  Canada.  I  believe  it 
is  practised  along  the  whole  line. 
IIo7i,  Mr,  Wark. 


Hon.  Mr.  FEKRIEIt— What  about 
cotton  goods  1 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— I  am  told  that 
cotton  goods  are  selling  in  the  interior  of 
New  Brunswick  cheaper  than  s^'holesixle 
merchants  can  sell  them  in  St.  John, 
and  I  have  been  informed  by  a  liardwarc* 
merchant  who  formerly  sold  $1,000 
worth  annually  of  carriage  springs,  that 
he  could  not  now  sell  a  spring,  the  whole 
consumed  by  his  former  customers  being 
smuggled  at  present.  Smuggling  is  car- 
ried to  such  an  extent  that  Americans 
do  not  even  require  Canadians  to  run  any 
risk,  but  place  the  goods,  I  am  told,  in 
the  nftrchants*  stores  for  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  was  not  in  the 
House  at  the  time  .that  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  made  his  statement  in  refer- 
ence to  the  number  of  persons  who,  he 
said,  had  been  benefited  by  the  National 
Policy,  but  1  find  from  the  official  report 
that  he  states  the  number  to  be  10,000  to 
12,000  persons,  and  further  down  he 
states  "  not  to  exqeed  15,000  persons."  J 
would  like  to  ask  my  hon.  friend  if  he 
means  this  12,000  or  15,000  to  be  per- 
sons employed  and  receiving  wages  from 
the  effects  of  this  new  fiscal  policy  or 
whether  he  means  that  number  alto- 
gether ? 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  mean  the  num- 
ber of  heads  of  families  benefiting  by  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  country  does  not  ex- 
ceed i6,eoo. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— 'Raking  it  for 
granted  that  it  is  only  12,000  that  have 
been  benefited,  then  I  should  like  to  ask 
how  manyl  If  you  take  four  as  the 
average  of  a  family  having  been  benefited, 
including  the  head  of  the  family  too,or  the 
1 2,000,  certainly  it  cannot  be  less  than 
48,000  persons,  because  every  member  of 
a  family  must  have  been  benefited  by  the 
earnings  of  the  head  of  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— At  the  expense  of 
the  other  thi*ee  and  a  half  millions. 

H>>n.  Mr.  FLINT— These  16,000  per- 
sons  could  not  have  received  less  than 
one  dollar  a  day  as  wages,  and  that  for  a 
year  would  be  $450,000  paid  out  to  them, 
which  would  not  have  been  paid  had 
this  policy  not  been  adopted. 
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Hon.  Mr.  HA.YTHORNE  —  They 
Avould  have  been  employed  at  something 
else. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— We  are  told  that 
people  are  going  from  the  Lower  Provinces 
to  the  United  States,  and  would  it  not 
be  more   likely  that    all  those  persons 
would  have   moved  to  the  United  States 
also,   to  seek  employment  there  if  they 
did  not  obtain  it  in   Canada  1     If  they 
went  from   the  Lower  Provinces  because 
they  could  not  get  employment,  these 
also   would    certainly  have  gone.     The 
§450,000  paid  for  wages  would  have  gone 
to  benefit  the  manufacturers  of  other  coun- 
tries and  not  ourselves.     This  very  labor 
was  the  cause  of  an  immense  amount  of 
manufactures    bring    produced    in   this 
coimtry.      The  manufactures  which  are 
consumed  in  ^Canada  and   the   amount 
that  would  otherwise  have  been  paid  for 
them  abroad  were  retained  in  theDominion. 
Asa  consequence  we  ai^  so  much  better  off 
by  that  policy,  as  the  money  has  gone  into 
the  pockets  of  our  farmers  and  merchants, 
consequently  we  may  say  that  double  the 
number  I  have  stated  have  been  benefit- 
ed.    Now,  if  during  the  past  year  the 
National   Policy   has  benefited  so  many 
•  daring  the  short  time  that  it  has  been  in 
operation,  it   stands  to  reason    that,   in 
the  five  years  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment are  likely   to    hold    the  reins    of 
power,  we   shall  see  a    vast  change  in 
the  country.     We  cannot  expect  to  s*^ 
that  change  take  place  immediately  ;  we 
might  as  well  expect  to  set  a  hen  on  ten 
eggs    in    the    morning  and  expect,  by 
ni^t,  to  see  ten  chickens  pefeping  out  of 
their  shells,  as  to  expect  that  the  country 
is  going  to  be  prosperous  in  one   year 
under  the    National    Policy.     A   child 
must  creep  before  it  can  walk,  and  walk 
before  it  can  run,  and  it  is  the  same  way 
with  the  policy  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment.    This  being  the  case,  as  a  matter 
of  course,   we  must  allow  the  National 
Policy    to    work    before    we    can  look 
for  our  former  prosperity.      While  our 


spring  in  selling  a  bill  of  hammei*s  from 
one  end  of  the  Dominion  to  the  other. 
As  the  result  of  this  tariff  he  established 
himself  m  Canada,  greatly  increased  his 
staff,  and  now  turns  out  some  §25,000 
worth  of  work  in  the  course  of  a  year. 
Although  this  man  is  an  American,  he 
has  settled  on  Canadian  soil,  adopted 
our  policy,  and  charges  us  not  one  cent 
more  fof  his  hammers  than  we  paid 
before. 

Hon.  Mr.  HcLELAN  (Londonderry) 
— He  has  hit  the  nail  on  the  head. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  mention  these 
facts  to  shew  that  the  National  Policy 
has,  to  a  certain  extent,  worked  well, 
and  if  it  continues  to  work  as  well  in  the 
future  as  it  has  during  the  past  few 
months,  before  four  years  ar«  past  those 
who  now  abuse  the  policy  will  have  to 
give  in  and  acknowledge  that  it  is  a 
sound  one  for  the  country.  I  have  also 
been  accused  of  being  a  protectionist, 
although  in  principle  I  am  a  free-tmder. 
I  do  not  believe  ia  one-sided  free-trade, 
however ;  I  do  not  believe  in  allowing 
the  Americans  to  have  the  run  of  our 
markets  while  they  exclude  us  from 
theirs. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— England  admits 
all  our  products  free  of  duty,  and  yet  we 
tax  theirs. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— We  have  no  trea- 
son to  find  fault  with  them  for  that. 
You  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with 
me  if  I  take  a  dose  of  pills  that  does  not 
affect  you.  I  think  it  is  only  fair,  as 
long  as  we  are  willing  that  we  should 
manage  our  own  affairs,  that  they  should 
allow  us  to  do  so.  I  happened  to  meet 
two  men  in  the  streets  of  Belleville  a 
short  time  ago.  One  of  them  had  a  pair 
of  new  boots  that  he  had  just  got  made 
by  hand.  The  other  said,  **  What  did 
you  pay  for  those   hoots  V    He  replied, 

$4.50."      "  That's  a  very  high  price," 


a 
fiscal  policy  wajs  being  inaugurated,  this  \  said  the  other.  "  Ah,  but  you  must  re- 
country  was  being  over-run  by  the  manu- !  collect  that  hides  and  leather  are 
facturera  ot  the  United  States,  and  it  dearer,"  said  his  friend.  "  That's  all  the 
took  some  time  to  get  rid  of  our  surplus  result  of  the  National  Policy,"  said  the 
stoci.  I  take  one  instance — the  hammer  other  as  he  walked  away.  But  the  man 
iQanufacturiug  industry.  I  believe  there  with  the  new  boots  was  perfectly  satis- 
is  one  manufacturer  of  hammers  in  this  fied  with  the  National  Policy,  he  was 
'Country,  and  he  could  not  succeed  last  willing  to  pay  a  little  more  for  his  feet 
Hon,  Mr.  Flint 
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wear.     I  wrote   a    short  article  on  the 
incident  and  a  certain  paper  took  me  up 
on  the  question,  and  went  on   to  state 
with  reference  to  the  hide  question,  that 
if  the  farmer  who  had  bought  the  boots 
had  no  duty  on  the   hides  he  was  badly 
treated,  that  there  were   over  1,200,000 
hides  brought  into  the  country  last  year, 
that  these  hides  were  manufactured  here, 
paid  no  duty  and  that  this  was  contrary 
to  the  interests  of  the   farmers,  who  had 
no  protection  for   the  hides  which  they 
sold  from   the  animals  they  slaughtered, 
but  the   Government,  in  their  wisdom, 
allowed  the   hides    to    come  in  free  of 
duty,  as  being  raw  material  used  by  the 
manufacturer,  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
United  States  allowed   them   to  be  im- 
ported into  that  country.    Supposing  the 
Government,  in  their  wisdom,  had  put  a 
duty    of    10    per    cent,   on  hides,   and 
that     hides      were      worth      $8     per 
hundred  ;     that     would      have      been 
on     a     hide     of     50     pounds,     worth 
four  dollars,  a  protection  of  forty  cents, 
but  ten  per  cent,  would  have  to  be  added 
to  the  price  of  the  boots,   and   on  the 
boots  and  shoes  he  would  have  to  pur- 
chase for  his  family  it  would  amount  to 
about  three  dollars   extra,   whereas    he 
would  only  have  received  40  cents  for 
the    hide.    In  the  attempt  to  do  away 
with  the  principle  of  the  protection  of 
our    industries,  every  artifice  is  used  to 
belittle    the    National    Policy  and    che 
building  up  of  our  national  industries, 
under  which  our  country  has  prospered. 
I   cannot  say  that    every  locality  has 
prospered.     In  the  section  where  I  live 
it  has  to  a  certain  extent.     I  have  heard 
it  is  so  elsewhere.     I  met  a  gentleman 
the  other  day,  after  the  Finance  Minister 
had  been  up  our  way,  who  is  and  always 
has  been  a  strong  Reformer,  and  he  said 
to  me  "I  am  a  Reformer,   but   I   am 
bound  to  support  the   National  Policy 
because  it  has  supported  me  ;  it  has  not 
given  nie  a  better  price  for  my  labor,  but 
it  has  given  me  an  amount  of  work  that 
I  would  not  othei*wise  have  had,  because 
I   would  have    been  flooded  out   with 
furniture  from  the  United  States."    This 
man,    although    a     Reformer,    believes 
that     he     has    some     interest     in    the 
country,  that  his  interest  has  been  pro- 
tected by  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
and  that  he  can  build  up  a  better  busi- 
ness under  a  protective  system  than  he 
Hon.  Mr.  Flint 


could  under  the  policy  of  the  late  Admin- 
istration. My  hon.  friend  from  Prince 
Edward  Island  has  stated  that  the  car 
wheels  of  the  Intercolonial  should  be 
taken  off  before  they  are  cracked. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— No  ;  but 
before  they  are  too  much  worn. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— It  is  impossit>le 
to  tell  whether  a  car  wheel  is  too  much 
worn  or  not  until  it  gives  out.  We  have 
got  to  run  those  risks,  and  fron  all  we 
can  learn  there  have  been  no  more  acci- 
dents on  the  Intercolonial  Railway  than 
on  the  Grand  Tinink  or  other  railways 
throughout  the  Provinces  or  in  the 
United  States.  I  think  the  outcry^ 
against  the  Intercc^onial  is  simply  because 
the  Government  have  given  us  to  under- 
stand that  thby  ate  economizing  and  are 
going  to  save  a  large  amount  of  money 
in  the  management  of  the  road.  If  that 
economy  was  likely  to  destroy  the  rail- 
way, or  the  business  of  that  railway,  or 
endanger  the  lives  of  the  people,  then 
they  would  certainly  be  subject  to  blame; 
but  until  something  of  that  kind  can  be 
shewn,  and  until  it  is  proved  that  such 
is  the  case,  I  do  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  blamed  for  doing  what 
they  can  to  save  the  people's  money. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN— It  would  be 
very  unwise  for  me,  coming  in  at  this 
stage  of  the  debate,  to  offer  any  extend- 
ed remarks,  but  I  cannot  help  expressing 
my  surprise  that  the  i*eduction  made  in 
the  expenses  of  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way should  have  been  challenged  and 
found  fault  with,  or  that  it  should  have 
been  charged  that  the  road  is  not  in  as 
efficient  a  condition  as  it  was  twelve 
months  ago.  I  profess  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  Intercolonial.  I  have 
just  travelled  over  it,  and  I  am  free  to 
say  that  I  consider  it  is  in  just  as  good  a 
condition  to-day  as  it  was  twelve  months 
ago ;  and  I  was  informed,  by  the  officials,  on 
my  way  here,  that  there  has  been  quite  as 
much  expended  on  repairs  to  rolling 
stock  in  the  last  twelve  months  as  there 
was  the  previous  year.  It  is  impossible 
to  operate  a  road  of  that  length  without 
accidents  occurring  more  ©r  less  frequent- 
ly,  but,  that  hon.  gentliemen  should  come 
here  and  magnify  the  few  accidents  that 
have  taken  place,  and  declare  that   the- 
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roAd  is  being  neglected,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
unjust  and  unwise ;  unjust  as  tending  to 
create  abroad  a  false  and  injurious  im- 
presion  as  to  the  condition  of  that  public 
work,  and  it  certainly  is  unwise  as  an 
opposition  or  party  attack,  because  the 
more  inquiry  that  is  directed  to  this 
matter,  the  more  strongly  will  it  place  in 
8triking  contrast  the  results  under  the 
kte  and  the  present  management.  I 
take  the  figures  which  have  been  given 
since  this  session  opened,  and  I  find  in 
the  comparison  of  six  months  under  the 
management  of  the  late  (xovemment, 
with  six  naontha  under  the  present,  that 
whilst  the  deficiency  under  the  former 
was  $217,000,  that  now,  under  this  man- 
agement, which  has  been  so  strongly 
condemned,  it  is  only  $32,000,  or  a  differ- 
ence in  the  six  months  of,  in  round 
numbers,  $185,000,  or  for  a  year 
$3*70,000.  The  more  public  attention  is 
drawn  to  this  matter  the  more  clearly 
and  indelibly  will  these  figures  be  im- 
pressed upon  the  public  mind,  and  the 
more  emphatic  the  approval  oi*  the 
present  management,  provided  the  road 
be  not  injured.  I  am  happy  to  believe 
and  to  say  that  the  proviso  is  fully  met, 
and  that  all  investigation,  official  or  ex- 
perienced, will  fully  prove  that  the  road 
is  in  the  very  best  condition.  Unfor- 
tunately for  very  many  employes,  the 
large  reduction  made  in  expenses  le<I  to 
their  dismissal,  and  too  many  of  them, 
unable  to  see  the  great  public  necessity 
there  is  for  the  strictest  economy  in  all 
branches  of  the  public  service,  resent 
their  discharge  by  magnifying  the  usual 
mishaps  attending  the  running  of  every 
road,  and  furniah  gentlemen  with* dis- 
torted cases,  who  ai-e  only  too  willing  to 
proclaim  them  in  the  hope  that  they 
may  damage  the  Administration.  But 
the  oftener  the  charge  is  made  the  often- 
er  will  the  result  favor  the  present  Ad- 
ministration. My  hon.  friend  from  Kent 
says  there  is  not  sufficient  care  in  testing 
the  wheels. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK.— I  beg  the  hon. 
gentleman's  pardon.  I  did  not  say  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  I  said  that  I  saw  the 
wheels  tested  every  100  miles  when 
travelling  on  railways  in  England,  but  I 
did  not  say  it  was  not  done  here. 

Hon.   Mr.  McLBLAN. — I   may  not 
have  correctly  heard  the  hon.  gentleman, 
Hon,  Mr,  MoLelan, 


but  I  certainly  understood  him  to  con- 
toast  the  practice  in  England  with  that 
which  has  been  reported  as  pursued  on 
the  Intercolonial.  I  have  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  those  who  have  been  reporting 
that  the  wheels  of  cars  are  not  tested  on 
the  Intercolonial,  on  the  trip,  may  not 
have  observed  the  testing  and  yet  it  have 
been  regularly  attended  to,  just  as  I  did 
not  observe  any  t«st  of  the  wheels  this 
morning  on  the  Grand  Trunk  end  of  the 
road.  The  hon.  gentleman  says  that  the 
wheels  are  always  tested  in  England, 
although  the  rate  of  travel  is  double  what 
it  is  in  this  country  ;  then  so  much  more 
necessity  for  inspection — the  higher  the 
speed,  the  more  fi*equently  should  the 
wheels  be  examined. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER— What  does 
the  hon.  gentleman  mean  by  *^  the  Grand 
Trunk  end  of  the  road  "  1 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN — It  occurred 
to  me,  as  we  started  to  cross  the  Victoria 
Bridge,  that  I  had  not  heard  the  usual 
test  of  the  wheels,  and  I  mentioned  it  to 
some  of  my  fellow-passengers  on  the 
train,  but  it  may  have  been  done  without 
attracting  my  attention. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER.— This  morn- 
ing 1 


Hon.    Mr.    McLELAN.- 
momiag,  on  my  way  up. 


-Yes,    this 


Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER.— I  think  I  will 
be  able  to  prove  to  the  contrary. 

Hon,  Mr.  McLELAN.— It  may  have 
been  done,  but  it  did  not  catch  my  ear. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER.  —  The  hon. 
gentlemen  must  be  mistaken,  as  it  is  the 
mosti  important  part  of  the  road,  and  the 
wheels  are  invariably  tested  there. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN.— I  regret  to 
hear  the  condition  of  affairs  in  St  John, 
as  stated  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  that 
city.  I  am  sure  the  whole  House  will 
join  in  that  regret,  but  I  may  say  that  it 
is  a  condition  of  afiairs  that  was  not 
wholly  unexpected.  A  comparatively 
small  city  like  St.  John  to  be  scourged 
by  a  terrible  fire  such  as  occurred  there, 
must  inevitably  be  suffering  from  the 
effects  of  it.    The  money  brought  in  from 
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the  insurance  efTected  upon  tbe  buildings 
destroyed,  for  a  time  a  tared  off  the  de- 
pression, but  I  am  informed  tkat  there 
wtfs  a  loss  of  about  $12,000,000  outside 
of  the  insurance,  and  that  enormous  loi^s, 
compared  with  the  size  of  the  city,  is  now- 
telling  on  the  mercantile  community. 
However,  I  am  indisposed  to  believe  that 
the  state  of  aflfairs  he  describes  as  existing 
in  St.  John  prevails  generally  throughout 
J^ew  Brunswick.  My  hon.  friend  from 
Kent  (Mr.  Wark)  tells  of  sixty  or  seventy 
saw  mills  that  have  been  closed  up  and 
deserted,  while  other  men,  who  are 
in  the  lumber  business,  and  know 
whereof  they  speak,  say  that  that  busi- 
ness has  largely  improved.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  travelling  to  this*  city  with 
one  of  the  lumber  kings  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, who  is  also  dealing  in  other  wares, 
and  he  says  that  he  held  considerable  of 
his  stock  over,  and  cleared  $40,000  by 
the  improvement  in  prices.  When  one 
man  has  benefited  to  that  extent  by  the 
improvement  in  trade,  I  think  that  there 
must  be,  throughout  the  whole  Province, 
a  general  benefit,  except,  perhaps,  in  the 
unfortunate  city  of  St.  John.  The  hon. 
Senator  from  Kent  tells  us  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  increased  duties,  prices 
of  goods  have  increased,  and  smuggling 
prevails  to  a  large  extent.  At  the  same 
time  he  tells  us  that  goods  are  sold  at 
cheaper  rates  than  they  can  be  imported 
legitimately  into  Canada  for. 

Hon.  Mr.  .WARK — I   said   that  was 
the  case  along  the  lines. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN— The  hon.  gen- 
tleman's statements  are  conflicting.  My 
hon.  friend  from  St.  John  refers  to  the 
tax  on  shipping,  and  charges  the  Na- 
tional Policy  with  having  imposed  a  tax 
of  at  least  two  dollars  per  ton  on  ships. 
I  have  had  some  experience  in  that  busi- 
ness. I  have  launched  ships  every  year 
for  the  last  five  or  six  years — under  the 
old  tariffs  and  under  the  new — and  I 
know  whereof  1  speak  when  I 
now  state  that  the  taxation  on 
shipping  is  less  under  this  taiiff, 
with  the  drawback,  than  it  was 
under  the  old  one.  I  know  that  we  paid 
less  duties  on  the  ships  we  laVinched  last 
October,  when  wo  got  the  drawback, 
than  we  paid  on  any  vessel  launched 
vunder  the  previous  tariff.  My  hon. 
Hon,  Mr,  McLelan, 


friend  says  England  takes  our  beef  and 
pork,  wheat,  cheese  and  butter,  without 
imposing  any  tax  upon  them,  and  he 
seems  to  be  very  much  troubled  because 
we  will  not  take  their  manufactures  on 
the  same  terms  that  they  take  our  pro- 
duce. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK-^I  did  not  say 
that.  We  could  not  do  so,  as  we  must 
raise  a  revenue. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN — I  certainly 
understood  the  hon.  gentleman  to  com- 
plain that  we  could  not  say  to  England 
"  we  will  take  your  manufactures  on  the 
same  terms  as  you  take  our  produce."  It 
is  tnie  we  do  not  and  cannot  say  that, 
but  we  can  say  this  :  "  You  require  the 
beef,  pork,  butter,  cheese  and  grain  of 
Canada  and  of  the  United  States,  and 
you  take  both  on  the  same  terms,  whilst 
we,  in  return,  take  your  manufactures  at 
a  very  much  less  rate  of  duty  than  the 
Americans  do,  and  whilst  you  make  no 
discrimination  in  our  favor,  you  cannot 
expect  us  to  do  more  in  your  favor." 
There  has  been  a  considerable  out- 
cry in  Britain  against  our  tariff  as 
tending  to  lessen  importations  and 
thereby  diminish  the  employment  we 
give  to  the  mechanics  of  other  coun- 
tries. The  outcry  is  made  under  the 
name  of  free  trade,  and  yet  it  is 
on  the  part  of  Britain,  the  very  essence 
of  protection.  It  is  the  living,  actire 
spirit  of  that  policy  which  built  up  her 
industries  and  multiplied  her  mechanics, 
and  which  now  seeks  to  protect  those 
mechanics  by  giving  them  employment. 
And,  that  her  mechanics  may  have 
employment,  she  is  desirous  that  we  take 
her  manufactures  free  of  duty  and  let 
our  own  people  go  idle.  I  read,  a  few 
days  ago,  the  report  of  Mr.  Potter's  speech 
at  Rochdale,  on  his  return  from  his  free 
trade  mission  to  the  United  States,  and, 
whilst  the  whole  intention  of  the  speech 
and  meeting  was  to  favor  free  trade,  there 
was  one  sentence  uttered  by  Mr.  Potter 
and  repeated  by  Mr.  Bright,  that  should 
be  taken  home  to  ourselves  in  its  true 
protective  spirit.  Mr.  Potter  says  :  "  It 
will  be  a  sair  day  for  Britain  when  our 
mechanics  and  workmen  have  to  leave 
this  country  for  want  of  employment." 
Let  us  remember  this  sentence,  which  Mr. 
Bright  emphasised,  and  apply  it  to  our 
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own  country  and  people.  "A  sair  day  it 
-will  indeed  be  for  Canada  when  our  me- 
ctianics  and  workpeople  have  to  leave  us 
for  want  9^  employment ;  "  and  the  GcN 
vemment  have  well  discharged  their  duty 
in  adopting  a  policy  which  must  tend  to 
furnish  employment  for  our  people,  in- 
crease the  numbers  of  our  mechanics  and 
workmen^  and  therebjr  promote  the  gene- 
ral prosperity. 

Hon.  Dr.  PAQUET  (in  French)— I 
appreciate  the  well  justified  (impatience 
of  this  hon.  House,  and  its  desire  to 
finish  the  debate  on  the  Address  in  reply 
to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  but,  not- 
withstanding this  desire,  which  I  share, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  making  a  few  re- 
marks, which,  I  promise,  shall  be  as 
brief  as  possible.  In  last  year's  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  allusion  was  made  to  a 
question  of  deep  importance,in  the  follow- 
ing words : — 

"  Parliament  has  recognized  the  importance 
of  providing  for  the  safe  deposit  of  the  surplus 
earnings  of  the  people,  by  arranging  for  their 
being  placed  with  the  Government  at  a  fair 
rate  of  interest.  It  may  be  well  for  you  to 
consider  how  far  it  is  practicable  to  give  alike 
security  and  encouragement  to  persons  who 
may  desire,  by  an  insurance  upon  their  lives, 
to  make  provision  for  those  dependent  upon 
them .  Your  best  attention  will ,  I  doubt  not-, 
be  given  to  the  important  subjects  I  have 
alluded  to,  and  to  the  e^eneral  interest  of  the 
country." 

We  awaited  during  the  whole  of  last  Ses- 
sion the  introduction  of  such  a  measure, 
but  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
promise  fulfilled,  and  this  year  no  re- 
lerence  is  made  to  it  at  all  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  Can  its  omission  this 
Session  be  the  result  of  chance  to  prove 
to  us  that  the  present  Government  can 
give  without  promising  as  they  have 
shewn  that  they  can  promise  without 
giving  1  The  hon.  Minister  of  Militia 
and  Defence  should  give  us  an  answer. 
Is  this  question  one  which  is  trivial,  or 
is  it  important?  The  answer  can  be 
found  in  th^  official  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Insurance  for  1878.  From 
1869  to  1878,  that  is  to  say,  in  a  period 
of  ten  years,  we  find  that  the  Canadian 
companies  received  in  premiums 
$5,301, 6(>2;  the  English  companies, 
$5,816,255 ;  and  the  American  com- 
panies, $12,083,192,  making  a  total  of 
$23,201,109  ;  in  other  words,  an  amount 
equal  to  the  entire  revenue  of  the 
Hon,  Mr.  McLelan,      . 


Dominion.  It  is,  therefore,  equal  to 
one-tenth  of  the  revenue  annually. 
The  most  striking  fact  demonstrated 
by  these  figures  is  that  our 
companies  receive  nearly  twenty  per  cent, 
of  the  amount,  and  that  foreign  companies 
receive  eighty  per  cent.  Nothing  aston- 
ishes me  so  much  as  to  see  the  Government 
shirking  such  a  question,  when  they 
claim  that  the  object  of  their  National 
Policy  is  to  secure  "  Canada  for  the 
Canadians."  They  count  more  ui>on 
protection  than  upon  Providence,  as  we 
have  been  given  to  understand  by  the 
hdn.  Senator  from  Victoria  (Mr.  Mac- 
donald).  At  all  events,  the  hon.  Minister 
of  Militia  will  understand  that  this  sub- 
ject merits  his  careful  attenticm ;  and 
that,  in  these  timeft  of  unsettled  finances, 
the  country  would  be  pleased  to  have  its 
doubts  and  fears  upon  this  question  dissi- 
pated. There  is  another  matter  on  which 
I  wish  to  speak  before  the  Address  is 
adopted  :  that  is,  the  representation  of 
tlie  French-speaking  people  ia  the  Cabi- 
net. I  concur,  with  all  my  heart,  in  the 
judicitus  remarks  made  yesterday  by  the 
hon.  Seaator  from  DeLanaudi^re  (Mr. 
Bellerose),  relative  to  the  injustice, 
to  which  the  Province  of  Quebet  is  suV 
jected  in  the  Ministerial  representation 
in  the  Senate.  That  hon.  gentleman, 
in  thus  criticizing  this  act  of  his  friends^ 
has  paid  a  well-merited  tribute  to  the 
late  Government,  which  never  was  guilty 
of  a  like  ostracism,  but  which,  on  the 
contrary,  in  the  person  of  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Grandvilie  (Mr.  Pelletier), 
rendered  perfect  justice  to  the  French- 
Canadian  people  in  this  Ho«se.  I  con- 
gratulate the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Belle- 
rose)  on  his  firmness  and  independence, 
and  when  he  is  charged  with  having, 
perhaps,  gone  too  far,  I  contend  that  he 
has  stopped  short  of  the  whole  *ruth  in 
saying  that  Ontario  is  represented  in  the 
Cabinet  by  six  members ;  the  fact  is  that 
Ontario  has  seven,  foi*  nobody  can  deny 
that  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  the  Minister  of 
Railways,  is  a  resident  of  Ontario  rather 
than  of  Nova  Scotia,  having  lived,  since 
1867,  constantly  in  this  Province,  and 
possessing  here  considerable  property, 
which  strongly  connects  him  with  il. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
hon.  gentleman  is  quite  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing   that    the   Minister  of  Railways 
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and  Canals  ifl  more  a  resident  of  Ontario 
than  any  other  Minister  from  the  Lower 
Provinces,  such  as  the  Finance  Minister 
or  the  Minister  of  Justice.  He  lives 
here  because,  as  a  member  of  the  Cabi- 
net, he  is  required  to  do  so,  but  in  no 
other  Bense  is  he  a  resident  of  Ontario. 

Hon.  Dr.  PAQUET— But  is  he  not 
an  actual  resident  of  this  Province  ? 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— All 
tlie  members  of  the  Cabinet  are. 

Hon.  Mr.  PELLETIER— The  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Paquet)  means  that  be- 
fore becoming  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment the  hoii.  Minister  of  Railways  and 
Canals  had  become  a  resident  df  Ontario. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  say  that,  but,  in 
explanation  of  it,  I  may  state  that  I 
know  that  the  Minister  of  Eailways 
parted  with  all  his  property  in  Toromto, 
and  ran.  his  election  in  Kova  Sootia,  and 
afterwards,  when  he  became  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown,  he  purchased  property  in 
Ottawa  and  came  to  reside  here,  but  he 
is  no  more  a  Minister  from  Ontario  tiian 
any  other  member  of  the  Cabinet  who 
comes  from  the  Lower  Provinces. 

Hon.  Mr.  PAQUET— The  statement 
of  the  Hon.  Minister  of  Militia  proves, 
better  than  anything  I  can  say,  that  his 
argmment  has  no  force.  Has  he  not  de* 
dared,  i&  effect,  that  the  hon.  Minister 
of  Railways  (Sir  Charles  Tupper)  resided 
in  Ontario  and  had  property  in  Toronto 
when  he  became  a  Minister,  that  he  sold 
it  when  he  presented  himself  as  a 
candidate  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  when 
elected  he  returned  to  Ottawa  to 
livB,  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and 
purchased  property  hei<e  1  I  had 
good  reason,  therefore,  to  say  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Sir  Charles  Tupper) 
was  an  Ontarian,  and  that  he  had  pro- 
perty in  this  Province  for  many  years. 
Therefore,  I  conclude,  logically,  that 
Ontario  has  seven  Ministers  whilst  the 
other  six  Provinces  have  only  seven.  It 
must  be  admitted  that  Ontario  occupies 
an  important  position  in  the  Union,  but 
I  have  yet  to  learn  that  the  people  ol' 
Quebec  and  of  the  other  Provinces  find 
such  a  state  of  affairs  acceptable,  or  that 
lion.  Sir  Alex,  Campbell. 


they  will  long  hesitate  before  cilling 
their  representatives  in  the  Crovemment 
of  the  day  to  account  for  this  act  of  trea- 
son. I  was  also  pleased  with  the  co- 
operation and  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
senator  from  Kepentigny  (Mr.  Armand), 
and  the  Governmemt  ought  to  be  assured 
that  in  the  vindication  of  this  rights  as 
of  all  others,  we  FL^ench-Canadiaus  will 
be  united  as  one  man,  and  that  we  shall 
not  cease  to  demand  justice  whenever  we 
find  that  it  has  not  been  done  t^  us. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU  (in  French)—! 
had  not  intended  to  take  any  part  in  thi& 
debate,  and  I  only  do  so  now  to  express 
my  approval  of  the  stand  taken  by  the 
hon.  Senators  who  claim  representation 
of  the  French-speaking  element  of  this 
branch  of  Parliament  in  the  Ministry. 
They  are  merely  expressing  the  senti- 
ment which  prevails  to-day  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  Quebec.  As 
the  hon.  Senator  from  La  Yalli^re  has 
shewn,  there  are  now  seven  of  tiie  four- 
teen Ministers  from  Ontario.  It  is  clear 
that  the  Government  must  have  some 
motive  for  pursuing  such  a  course,  bat 
whatever  that  motive  may  be,  I  regret 
the  fact  all  the  same.  It  is  destructive 
to  the  harmony  which  has  hitherto  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  Confederation.  I 
was  opposed  to  the  Union,  as  many  others 
were,  but  when  it  was  an  accomplished 
fact  I  accepted  it  loyally  as  a  means  of 
doing  away  with  the  prejudices  of  raci) 
and  creed  which  had  been  excited  hj 
evil-disposed  persons.  Last  session  L  felt 
satisfied,  from  the  liberal  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  the  leader  of  this  Hous«, 
that  he  would  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  justice  to  the  Province 
of  Quebec.  I  regret  that  it  was  not 
done  in  the  recent  change. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  the  appointment  of  the  Standing 
Committees. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  5.45  p.m. 
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THE  SENATE. 
Thursday,  February  19th,  1880. 
Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

SYDNEY  POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS  BANK. 
MOTION   FOR    A   RETURN. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOURINOT— To-morrow 
is  the  day  mentioned  in  the  Minutes  of 
Prooeedinfi^  Hhat  I  would  make  my  motion 
respecting  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
at  Sydney,  C.  B.,  but  my  hon.  friend  the 
leader  of  the  Government  wishes  we  to 
introduce  it  at  once.  As  the  matter  is  a 
simple  relation  of  facts,  my  observations 
will,  therefore,  be  brief.  It  appears 
that  on  the  26th  December  last,  a 
rumor  got  abroad  that  the  young 
man  in  charge  of  the  Sydney  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  had  suddenly  disappeared, 
owing  to  some  defalcations  of  the  moneys 
entrusted  to  him.  This  having  become 
known  at  Ottawa,  an  Inspector  from  the 
Finance  Department  arrired  to  make 
an  investigation  ;  he  was  so  occupied  for 
some  days  ;  the  result  is  not  yet  known. 
Very  contradictory  reports  were  whisper- 
ed of  the  amount  embezzled,  and  that 
some  of  the  pass  books  had  false  emtries 
made,  documieDts  forged,  etc.  It  is  quite 
natural  the  public,  who  is  so  identified  in 
this  Oovemment  bank,  wishes  to  get  at 
the  truth.  I  need  not,  I  am  sure,  ob- 
serve that  public  confidence  is  now  much 
shaken  in  this  Savings  Bank,  and  it  will 
be  difficult  to  restore  it  unless  the  appa- 
rent defective  system  is  remedied ;  as  it 
seems  strange  that  these  defalcations, 
which  had  existed  for  some  years  past,  had 
not  been  detected  by  the  Inspector  in  his 
annual  visits,  there  must  be  something 
defective  in  this  supervision,  and>  to 
some  extent,  the  Inspector  is  responsible 
in  having  allowed  this  state  of  tilings  to 
remain  undiscovered.  I  hope  he  will 
have  it  in  his  power  to  justify  himself. 
The  Minister  who  leads  this  House  had 
suggested  that  I  should  visit  the  office, 
where  the  documents  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  my  perusal,  but  I  have  not 
availed  myself  of  it,  and  prefer  to  have 
them  laid  on  the  table  in  accordance  with 
my  motion,  where  all  can  Lave  access  to 
them.  It  is  expected  that  a  thorough 
investigation  of  all  the  circumstances 
relating  to  this  breach  of  trust  will  take 
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place,  and  the  matter  sifted  to  the  bot- 
tom. What  has  occurred  at  Sydney  may 
be  in  existence  in  some  other  offices  ia 
the  Deminion,  where  the  Inspectors  may 
have  failed  to  detect  wrong-doing.  The 
public,  therefore,  demands  a  searching 
inquiry,  and  wHl  not  rest  satisfied  until 
this  is  accomplished.     I  therefore  move  : 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-Oeneral|  praying 
that  His  Excellenoy  will  cause  to  be  laid 
before  this  House,  all  reports,  correspondence, 
telegrams,  etc.,  respecting  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  at  Sydney,  O.B.,  during  the  past 
six  years,  and  more  especially  the  last  Report 
of  the  investigation  held  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  . 
Inspector,  relative  to  the  defalcation  in  that 
office,  the  amount  so  deficient,  and  when  such 
deficiency -was  first  discovered." 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL.— All 
the  information  upon  this  subject  that  « 
can  properly  be  brought  down  will  be 
laid  before  the  House.  The  Savings 
Bank  is- connected  with  the  Department 
of  Finance,  and  not  with  the  Post  Office 
Department.  I  have  not  called  at  the 
Department  to  inquire  about  the  matter 
myself,  but  if  the  report  of  the  Inspector 
is  not  confidential  it  will  be  submitted. 
I  believe  that  the  investigation  is  now 
going  on  as  to  the  management  of  the 
Savings  Bank,  and  perhaps  when  the 
result  of  that  is  made  known,  it  may 
afford  my  hon.  friend  some  further  infor- 
mation and  satisfaction  on  the  point  in 
regard  to  which  he  has  made  this 
inquiry.  Of  course,  I  agree  with  him 
that  nothing  can  be  more  important  than 
to  maintain  public  confidence  in  the 
Government  Savings  Banks. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


TESTING  CAR  WHEELS. 
A   CORRECTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER— I  am  anxijois, 
before  the  House  adjourns,  to  read  a  tele- 
gram with  regard  to  that  rash  statement 
made  by  the  hon.  Senator  for  Lendon- 
derry  (Mr.  McLelan)  yesterday.  In 
accordance  with  the  advice  of  tihe  hon. 
the  leader  of  the  Government  in  this 
House,  I  telegraphed  down  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway,  and  received  the  following 
telegram,  from  which  my  hon.  friend  will 
be  glad  to  learn  that  on  our  railway,  as 
well  as  on  the  Intercolonial,  ithere  is  no 
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inattention  in  reference  to  examining 
wheels  at  all  iniiK)rtant  points.  It  is  ab 
follows  : — 

"Ottawa,  Feb.  19,  1880. 
4<  By  telegraph  from  Montreal, 

t(  To  Hon.  Jambs  Fkreieb. 

«»Tbe  wheels  of  all  cars  on  number  two 
express  were  examined  at  St.  Lambert,  on 
morniDg  of  18th,  by  our  regular  car  inspector, 
G-eo.  Peck.  Our  agent  assures  me  that  this 
duty  has  never  been  neglected.  We  have 
regular  car  inspectors  also  at  Chaudi^re  Junc- 
tion, Richmond,  Montreal  and  Cornwall,  on 
duty  night  and  day. 

"W.  J.  SpiCBR.'* 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN  —  I  think 
the  hon.  gentleman  did  not  undei'stand 
me,  otherwise  he  would  not  have  char- 
acterized my  statement  as  "  rash,"  I 
simply  stated  I  did  not  hear  the  testing 
of  the  wheels.  We  had  been  speaking 
previously  of  a  report  that  the  wheels 
had  not  been  tested  on  the  Intercolonial 
Railway,  and  I  stated  that  while  travel- 
ling on  the  Grand  Trunk  my  ear  did  not 
catch  the  testing  of  the  wheels.  What  I 
meant  to  convey  was  that  a  person 
travelling  on  the  Intercolonial  Railway 
might,  also,  not  observe  the  testing  of 
the  wheels.  I  did  not  want  to  eharge 
the  employes  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way with  neglect/  because  I  have  every 
confidence  in  the  management  of  that 
road,  just  as  I  have  in  the  management 
of  the  Intercolonial  Railway. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER  said  that  the 
impression  had  been  made  upon  the 
minds  of  other  members  of  the  House, 
as  well  as  on  his  own,  and  if  reported 
to  the  country  would  make  a  similar 
impression  on  the  mind  of  the  public. 
If  the  hen.  gentleman  did  not  want  to 
make  such  a  charge  against  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway,  why  had  he  referred  to 
that  road  at  all?  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  stated  distinctly  the  care  that  was 
taken  in  examining  wheels  on  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway,  but  that  it  was  not  so 
on  this  end,  and,  on  being  asked  what 
end,  replied  :  "  The  Grand  Trunk."  On 
being  asked  at  what  place,  he  said  :  ''  At 
the  entrance  of  the  bridge,"  a  most  impor- 
tant point,  because  if  any  accident  should 
take  place  there  it  would  be  like  the  Tay 
Bridge  disaster.  No  wonder  it  had  pro- 
duced a  feeling  of  anxiety  in  his  (Mr. 
Ferrier^s)  mind  lest  there  should  be  loss 
Hon,  Mr,  Ferrier. 


of  life  en  the  road .  through  neglect.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  bi^lievad  thai  the 
wheels  had  been  testtni,  it  would  not 
have  led  him  to  make  such  a  statement. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN  repeated  that 
he  had  merely  wished  to  comvey  to  the 
House  the  idea  that  a  person  travelling 
on  the  Intercolonial  Railway  might  not 
have  heard  the  testing  of  the  wheels,  just 
as  he  had  not  observed  it  at  this  end. 
He  had  not  intended  to  say  that  it  had 
not  been  done. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
his  recollection  was  that  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Londonderry  had  simply  stated  that 
he  had  not  heard  the  wheels  examined. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  thought  that  after 
the  distinct  disclaimer  of  the  hon.  Sena- 
tor, from  Londondeny,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  Ferrier),  who  took  a 
deep  and  natural  interest  in  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway,  ought  to  be  perfectly 
satisfied. 

The  matter  then  dropped. 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.35  p.m» 


THE  SENATE. 

Friday,  February  20th,  1880. 

The   Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'elock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

TREATIES  OF   COMMERCE    AND   NAVI- 
GATION. 

MOTION    FOR  A   RETURN. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU  moved  :— 
«  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-Oeneral,  pray- 
ing that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  list  of  all  Treaties  of  Com- 
merce and  Navigation  between  Great  Britain 
and  foreign  powers,  containing  "  most  &vored 
nation  "  clauses  ,*  stating  the  period  when  ter- 
minable, and  shewing  whether  they  apply  to 
British  Colonics." 

Speaking  in  French,  he  said — This  is. 
not  a  new  subject.  It  is  one  which  I 
brought  before  this  hon.  House  last 
session  and  on  other  occasions,  believing 
that  the  publication  of  an  abstract  of 
those  treaties  would  be  of  great  advantage 
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to  all  pei-sons  in  this  coiinti-y  engaged  in 
trade,  commerce,  navigation  and  agricul- 
ture. It  would  enable  them  to  under- 
stand the  rights,  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties whioh  they  enjoy  under  certiin  of 
those  treaties.  Last  session,  on  the  1st 
of  April,  I  moved  an  address  similar  to 
this,  but  was  informed  by  the  hon. 
Secretary  of  State  that  there  were  no 
such  documents  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government  I  believe  that,  in  reply 
to  an  address  moved  in  the  Imperial 
Parliament  on  the  9th  of  May  last,  a  re- 
turn was  brought  down  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  giving  the  very  information 
which  I  require,  and  has  been 
printed  for  circulation.  I  have 
now  a  copy  of  it  before  me,  and  I 
observe  that  in  the  commercial  treaties 
between  Great  Britain  and  forty-three 
different  nations,  twenty-eight  British 
colonies  enjoy  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  those  treaties,  or  of  parts  of  them.  Be- 
tween the  extremes  of  tree  ti*ade  and 
protection  there  is  a  middle  course, 
which  is  sometimes  recognized  as  neces- 
sary, and  leads  to  the  negotiation  of 
commercial  treaties.  Thus  we  find  a 
treaty  of  commerce  between  France, 
which  has  a  high  protective  tariff,  and 
England,  whose  policy  is  free  trade.  It 
is  very  important  to  our  merchants  and 
others  engaged  in  trade  in  this  country 
to  ascertain  what  those  rights,  privileges 
and  immunities  are,  and  to  know  on 
what  conditions  they  can  enter  into 
trade  with  those  countries.  Fortunately 
for  the  Dominion,  we  are  not  weighted 
down  with  the  burdens  which  press 
European  countries.  We  are  not  obliged 
to  maintain  large  armies,  and  we  have 
none  of  those  turbulent  populations 
within  our  borders  which  cause  so  much 
trouble  in  the  old  world.  Our  Govern- 
ment and  our  institutions  ai<e  so  free 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  such  dreadful 
events  as  take  place  in  Kussia  so  fre- 
quently, as,  for  instance,  the  late  das- 
tardly attempt  to  destroy  the  Czar  and 
his  family.  To  the  people  of  the  old 
world  we  offer  homes  in  our  vast  and 
fertile  North-West  and  the  advantages 
which  we  enjoy  as  citizens  of  a  free 
country.  The  object  of  my  motion 
is  to  have  this  return  of  the  British 
House  of  Commons  laid  officially  be- 
fore this  House,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
referred  to  the  Printing  Committee  with 
Uon.  Mur,  Bureau, 


a  view  to   having  it  re-published  for  cir- 
cuUtion  throughout  the  Dominion. 

Hon.  Mr.  CHRISTIE— T  hope  the 
Government  will  yield  to  the  request  of 
my  hon  friend.  The  papers  which  he 
asks  for  are  very  important  to  the  whole 
community,  and  particularly  so  to  every 
man  employed  in  business.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  a  return  made  to  an  Address 
by  the  House  of  Commons  in  England, 
Mid  communicated  to  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament by  command  of  Her  Majesty. 
It  is  dated  May  9th,  1879,  and  contains 
the  information  asked  for  in  the  motion 
of  my  hon.  friend.  The  difficulty,  as 
the  hon.  knight  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  in  this  House  will  see, 
is  to  obtain  this  information  unless 
brought  down  to  our  own  Parliament.  ■ 
It  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  people 
of  the  whole  Dominion  were  the  Govern- 
ment to  consent  to  the  motion  made  by 
my  hon.  friend,  and  have  the  information 
brought  within  our  reach  by  being  placed 
on  the  table  of  the  Senate.  The  print- 
ing will  not  be  a  very  costly  affair,  and, 
as  it  IB  a  matter  of  great  importance,  it 
could  be  at  once  sent  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Of 
course,  the  Government  have  no  objec- 
tion to  bringing  down  the  return  asked 
for,  the  object  being  to  lay  it  before  the 
House  in  order  that  it  may  be  referred 
to  the  Printing  Committee.  It  will  be 
for  the  Comnrittee  to  determine  whether 
it  should  be  printed  or  not.  The  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Bureau)  thought,  last 
session,  that  these  papers  might  have  been 
brought  down  by  us,  but,  as  we  told  him 
then,  we  had  no  such  documents  in  tho 
archives  of  the  Dominion.  There 
were  no  special  irieans  in  the 
hands  of  the  (J^^yemment  to  bring  down 
those  treaties,  and,  therefore,  we  wei-o 
not  able  to  assent  to  his  motion,  under 
the  apprehension  that  we  might  not  be 
able  to  furnish  the  information.  The 
subject  is,  of  course,  an  exceedingly  im- 
portant one,  and  it  may  be  very  desirable 
that  portions  of  these  treaties  be  pub- 
lished, but  I  cannot  think  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  print  all  that  is  found  in 
this  return  submitted  to  the  Imperial 
Parliament  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
address. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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"  TurkUh  Empire." 


A  QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— T  wish  to  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I 
make  an  explanation  personal  to  myself. 
In  the  debate  on  the  Address  in  reply 
to  His  Excellency's  Speech,  my  hon.  col- 
league from  Halifax  used  language  that 
was  somewhat  stronger  than  was  called 
for.  I  did  not  answer  in  the  same  man- 
ner because  I  felt  certain  that  he  was 
under  a  misapprehension  of  the  facts. 
When  my  hon.  friend  had  concluded  his 
remarks,  I  explained  to  him  and  to  the 
House  that  he  had  altogether  misunder- 
stood me,  and  that  I  had  not  desired  in 
any  way  to  reflect  on  him  in  my 
remarks.  In  the  official  report  of  the 
debates,  my  hon.  friend  is  i-eported  to 
have  said,  '^  I  apologise  if  I  have  said 
anything  offensive."  I  was  perfectly 
satisfied.  I  had  a  conversation  with 
my  colleague  that  day,  after  the  House' 
had  arisen,  or  the  next  forenoon,  and 
explained  to  him  that  the  statement 
he  had  made  had  no  foundation  in  fact. 
I  understood  him  to  accept  my  explana- 
tion, and,  after  his  doing  so,  I  did  not 
expect  that  his  statement  would  appear 
in  the  official  report.  I  was  going  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  House  yes- 
terday, but  for  the  fact  that  my  hon. 
colleague  was  absent  at  the  time.  He  is 
reported  as  having  said  : — 

*<  That,  I  thought,  came  with  a  very  ill  taste 
from  the  hon.  gentleman,  whose  father  was  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Hali^Euc  for  ten 
years,  and  made  no  speeches  during  that  time 
except  two,  which  were  written,  and  said  to 
have  been  inspired  by  a  gentleman  not  a 
hundred  miles  from  me  just  now." 

I  understood  my  hon.  colleague  to  refer 
to  myself  as  being  the  ''  gentleman  not  a 
hundred  iniles  "  from  him.  I  wish  now 
to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  state- 
ment that  my  father  made  only  two 
speeches  in  ten  yeains  is  altogether  incor- 
rect ;  and  in  the  second  place,  that  the 
statement  that  those  speeches,  or  any  of 
his  speeches,  were  inspired  by  me  or  by 
anyone  else,  except  the  late  member  for 
Halifax  himself,  is  altogether  unfounded 
in  fact. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALMON — ^The  reason  why 
it  was  published  is  that  I  had  no  power 
to  alter  the  report  of  my  speech,  and 
could  not  say  things  in  the  printed  report 
of  my  speech  that  I  had  not  said  in  the 
HonrSir  Akx.  CampheU. 


House.  What  I  intended  to  say  in  my. 
remarks  was  that  the  hon.  gentleman's 
father,  like  myself,  was  not  an  eloquent 
man  ;  but  I  stated  that  he  was  a  man  of 
business,  and  that  the  people  of  Halifax, 
apart  from  his  politics,  thought  the  com- 
merce and  trade  of  their  city  were  safe 
in  his  hands.  I  did  not  say  that  the 
speeches  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  father 
were  inspired  by  anybody.  I  stated  that 
they  were  said  to  have  been  inspired, 
and  I  say  so  now.  That  was  the  report, 
and  it  had  not  been  denied  up  to  that 
time.  I  stated  that  it  was  said  they  Lad 
been  inspired  by  a  certain  person,  but, 
that  person  having  denied  it,  I  take  his 
assertion  as  correct. 

The  matter  then  dropped. 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.30  p.m. 


THE   SENATE. 

Monday,  February  23rd,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

NEW  SENATOR  INTRODUCED. 

Hon.  HUGH  NELSON,  the  newly- 
appointed  Senator  from  British  Columbia, 
was  introduced  and,  having  taken  the 
oath  prescribed  by  law,  took  his  seat. 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.20  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  February  24.ih,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  cKair  at  three 
o'clock. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  intro- 
dueed  a  Bill  further  to  amend  the  Acts 
therein  naentioned  respecting  the  Militia 
and  Defence  of  the  Dominion. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

THE  LOSS  OF  THE  "TURKISH  EMPIRE." 

INQUIRY. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  called  attention  to 
the  third  paragraph,  on  the  forty-third 
page  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Marine  and  Fusheries,  which  vas 
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laid  on  the  table  of  the  Senate  this  ses- 
sion by  the  hon.  the  Minister  of  -VJilitia, 
and  which  is  as  follows  : — 

"The  EngliRh  ship  TnrkUh  Empire^  1,502 
ions  registered  tonnage,  Failed  from  bt.  John, 
N.B.,  on  the  6th  March  laKt,  bound  forDubiin, 
with  a  cargo  of  deals.  The  ship  had  a  heavy 
\\AXy  and  shortly  after  the  tug  left  her  it  was 
found  she  was  too  tender  to  carry  even  a  small 
am  innt  of  sail.  An  effort  was  then  made  to 
return  to  port,  but  the  ship  would  not  answer 
bcr  helm,  and  drifted  all  night  before  a  heavy 
gale  of  wind  accompanied  by  snow,  and  struck 
the  next  forenoon  upon  Big  Duck  Island, 
<}rand  Manan,  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  After 
striking,  the  ship  commenced  to  break  up,  and 
the  survivors  got  to  the  shore  on  pieces  of  the 
wreck,  and  were  kindly  cared  for  by  the  only 
residents  of  the  island,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith. 
By  this  casualty,  seven  lives  were  lost  The 
vessel  was  23  years  old  and  was  classed  A  1} 
in  the  American  Record.  She  was  valued  at 
$30,000,  and  the  cargo  was  valued  $10,000," 

Ajid  inquired  whether  or  not  there  is 
an  inspector  of  outward-l>ound  ships  and 
cargoes  at  the  Port  of  St.  John,  New- 
Brunswick  ;  and,  if  so,  fit)m  what  au- 
thority such  officer  receive.s  his  instruc- 
tions, and  to  whom  he  is  responsible  for 
the  proper  and  efficient  conduct  of  his 
duties)  He  said  :  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  this  paragraph  to-day  in 
the  interests  of  humanity.  We  have 
here  an  account  of  a  ship  which  was 
wrecked  just  after  .she  left  port.  For 
this  reason  1  consider  that  she  must  have 
been  barlly  laden  and  unseaworthy  at 
starting,  and  the  fact  that  seven  lives 
were  lost  in  such  a  way  api^ears  to  me  to 
<;all  for  the  'serious  attention  of  th« 
House.  The  Turkish  Empire^  it  appears, 
left  the  Port  of  St.  John  with  a  heavy 
list,  and  was  in  such  a  state  that  she 
was  unable  to  carry  Siiil  after  the  tug 
boat  left  her.  She  was  in  sight  of  St. 
John,  and  might  have  i*eturned  if  she  had 
been  in  a  seaworthy  condition.  I  may 
observe  that  thei*e  is  no  mention  in  this 
paragraph  of  the  name  of  the  owner,  or 
of  the  master  of  the  ship  who  was  in 
<'x>mmand  of  her,  nor  is  it  stated  whether 
he  was  one  of  the  seven  who  were 
ilrowned.  If  his  life#ras  saved  it  ap- 
pears to  me  a  very  singular  thing  that 
no  inquiry  was  nia<le  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  catastrophe.  The 
oondition  in  which  we  send  our  ships 
to  sea  from  our  ports  is  a  matter  in  which 
the  interefits  of  the  Dominion  are  largely 
iuYolved.  We  know  that  in  England 
endeavors  have  been  made  to  rectify  the 
If  on,  Ati\  Ittfftft. 


shocking  negligence  which  has  hitherto 
been  prevalent  in  the  equipping  and  send- 
ing vessels  to  sea.  Mr.  Plimsoll,  notably, 
has  distinguished  himself  by  the  inquir- 
ies which  he  has  made  as  to  the  state  of 
ships  going  to  soa,  and  he  has  earned  for 
himself  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  his  ex- 
ertions in  establishing  stiingent  regula- 
tions for  the  proper  fitting  out  of  ships, 
and  thereby  doing  much  towards  saving 
life  and  property.  By  my  inquiry  to-day 
I  wish  to  ascertain  whether  thera  is  any 
person  at  the  Port  of  St.  John  to  examine 
vessels  loading  and  going  to  sea,  and,  if 
so,  what  is  the  nature  of  his  instructions. 
So  far  as  can  be  seen  fn)m  the  report  of 
the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  no 
inquiry  was  made  into  the  circumstances 
of  this  shipwreck.  In  other  instances  of 
wrecks,  I  lind  that  enquiries  were  institut- 
ed by  order  oi  the  Minister,  and  penalties 
were  inflicted  by  the  Department  on  the 
commanding  officers.  I  think  every  gen- 
tleman in  this  House  will  admit  that  this 
was  a  case  which  demanded  investigation, 
and  if  the  owner  or  master  survived  he 
ought  to  have  been  punished  for  allowing 
the  vessel  to  go  to  sea  in  so  wretched  a 
condition.  In  the  Port  of  Montreal  there 
is  an  inspector  or  port  warden  to  examine 
outward-bound  vessels,  and  it  was  my 
knowledge  of  how  necessary  such  pre- 
cautions were  considered  there  that  drew 
my  attention  to  the  manner  in  which 
this  ship  was  allowed  to  go  to  sea.  1 
shall  read  to  the  House  the  rule  which 
regulates  the  duties  of  the  Port  Warden 
of  Monti*eal.  It  was  made  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Montreal, 
and  is  as  follows  : — 

"  RuLi  21. — ^The  master  of  any  vessel  whollj 
or  partly  laden  with  grain  for  any  port  not 
within  the  limits  of  inland  navigation,  shall, 
before  proceeding  on  hlK  voyage,  Oa;  clearing 
at  the  Custom  House  for  the  same,  notify  the 
Port  Warden,  whose  duty  it  shall  then  be  to 
proceed  on  board  such  vcsf^l  and  examine 
whether  she  is  in  a  iit  state  to  proceed  to  sea 
or  not ;  if  she  is  found  unfits  the  Port  Warden 
shall  state  in  what  particular,  and  on  what 
conditions  only  she  will  be  deemed  in  a  fit 
state  to  leave,  and  shall  notify  the  master  not 
to  leave  the  port  until  the  required  conditions 
have  been  fulfilled  ;  and  in  case  of  the  master 
refusing  or  neglecting  to  fulfil  the  same,  the 
Port  Warden  shall  notify  the  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms, in  order  that  no  clearance  may  be 
granted  for  the  vessel  until  such  required 
condition  has  been  inlfllled,  and  a  certificate 
thereof  granted  by  the  Port  Warden  or  bis 
deputy." 
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T  may  state,  however,  that  this  rule 
refera  to  vessels  laden  with  grain.  The 
Turkish  Empire  was  laden  with  deals, 
and,  tlierefore,  this  rule  would  noi  apply 
to  her,  even  in  the  Port  of  Montreal, 
hut  still  I  wish  to  learn  whether  there 
are  any  ])ort  wardens  or  officers  perform- 
ing similar  duties  in  the  Port  of  St. 
John,  and,  if  so,  from  whom  they  receive 
their  instructions,  and  what  their  regula- 
tions, if  any,  are.  It  appears  to  me  that 
it  will  inure  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  our 
trade,  and  of  our  sea  ports,  if  we  make  it 
known  to  Euroi>e,  and  England  more 
especially,  that  we  do  not  allow  ships 
to  leave  our  })orts  unless  they  are  rightly 
equipped  and  loaded  and  in  seaworthy 
condition.  1  do  not  know  with  whom 
the  fault  may  lie,  or  who  is  to  blame  in 
the  present  case,  and  I  do  not  bring  the 
matter  up  now  in  any  sj)irit  of  fault-find- 
ing ;  but  I  think  that  every  member  of 
this  House  will  admit  that,  where  such 
an  accident  as  this  could  have  been  so 
easily  prevented,  and  where,  almost  in 
sight  of  the  port,  seven  lives  were  lost  the 
morning  after  the  vessel  sailed,  it  is  a 
case  which  calls  for  interference  and  in- 
quiry on  the  part  of  the  proper  authori- 
ties. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— My 

hon.  friend  has  called  attention  to  a  very 
sad  accident  by  which  seven  lives  were 
lost.  The  responsibility  for  it,  however, 
rests  with  the  owner  and  captain  of  the 
vessel  ami  in  no  sense  with  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  authorities  at  St.  John.  The 
law  makes  no  provision  for  the  examina- 
tion of  any  vessel  going  to  sea  excei)t  in 
two  cases — one  where  there  is  a  deck 
load,  and  the  other  when  the  cargo  is 
wholly  or  partially  grain.  The  Turkish 
Empire  carried  no  deck  load  and  was  not 
laden  with  grain,  and  her  sailing  could 
not,  therefore,  have  l)een  interfered  witli. 
The  loss  of  life  was  so  sad  that,  on  seeing 
the  motion  on  the  paper,  I  went  to  the 
Marine  and  Fisheries  De[)artment  and 
obtained  the  following  memorandum  : — 

"  There  is  no  Government  Inspector  of  out- 
ward-bound ships  and  cargoes  at  the  Port  of 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick.  The  Camidian  Act 
26th  Vict.  Chap.  50,  provides  that  no  vessel 
sailing  after  the  let  of  October  and  before  the 
1 6th  of  March,  shall  carry  any  square  or  round 
timber  on  deck,  or  any  description  of  cargo  to 
any  height  exceeding  three  feet  above  the 
deck,  from  any  port  in  Canada  to  any  port  in 

Hon.  Mr,  Ryai, 


Europe,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Customs 
Officer  to  ascertain  that  this  law  is  observed 
before  granting  a  clearance  to  the  vessel.  If 
the  vessel,  however,  has  no  deck  load  at  all, 
no  further  inspection  is  necessary,  and  the 
vessel  may  clear  and  go  to  sea  without  any 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  Customs  auth- 
orities. 

*'  In  the  case  of  the  ship  Turkish  Empire^  she 
was  a  three-decked  vessel,  and  carried  all  Iicr 
cargo  under  the  upper  deck.  Consequently, 
the  Customs  authorities  did  not  require  to 
make  any  inspection  of  the  vessel  before  clear- 
ing, beyond  ascertaining  that  all  her  cargo 
was  below  deck. 

"The  vessel  alluded  to  was  registered  in 
London,  England  ;  was  1,602  tons  register;  was 
built  in  1856,  and  was  therefore  twenty-three 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  loss.  She  had  a 
wooden  bottom  and  frame  top ;  sides  of  iron 
plate,  and  she  was  loaded  with  deals.  It  ap- 
pears the  vessel  was  perfectly  tight  and  well 
stowed,  and  the  pilot  reports  that  when  she 
sailed  she  was  a  little  by  the  head,  a  little  ten- 
der, and  was  in  fair  trim;  The  gale  struck 
her  heavily,  accompanied  with  thick  snow,  last- 
ing in  all  about  fifteen  or  twenty  hours.  She 
could  carry  but  very  little  sail,  as  it  blew  a 
perfect  gale,  and  a  fearful  sea  was  running. 
Consequently,  the  ship  only  drifted,  and  the 
pilot  saw,  many  hours  before  the  accident,  that 
she  must  strike  unless  a  change  of  wind  and 
weather  took  place.  The  pilot  was  examined 
before  a  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Pilotage  authority  of  St.  John,  N.B.,  and  wa8 
acquitted  of  all  blame  in  the  matter,  and  it 
appears  he  behaved  well.  I  understand  she 
was  an  old  steamer,  rebuilt  and  altered  into  a 
sailing  vessel. 

» It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  anybody 
responsible,  or  to  blame  for  the  loss  of  the 
vessel,  and  no  Government  authorities  had  any 
right  to  interfere  with  her  sailing,  or  examine 
into  the  question  of  her  seaworthiness,  as  sho 
had  no  deck  load. 

*'  In  the  case  of  grain-laden  vessels  sailing 

from  Montreal,  they  are  not  allowed  to  proceed 

to  sea  until  the  Port  Warden  has  pronounced 

them  loaded  according  to  law  and  seaworthy . 

<«  Wm.  Smith, 

"  Deputy  Minister  of  Marine,  etc. 

"N.B. — No  complaint  was  made  to  the 
Minister  of  Marine  that  the  vessel  was  defec- 
tive in  any  way,  or  unseaworthy,  or  unfit  to 
proceed  to  sea,  under  the  26th'Section  of  the 
Canadian  Act,  36  Vict.,  Chap.  128. 

«  Department  of  Marine,  etc. 

«' Ottawa,  23rd  February,  1880." 

So  that  it  would  seem  that  nobody  was 
to  blame,  so  far  as  the  Government 
authorities  were  concerned.  Whether 
or  not  the  law  shonld  be  changed,  so  that 
all  vessels  should  be  subject  to  exami- 
nation before  going  to  sea,  is  a  matter 
for  consideration.  I  am  not  in  a  po- 
sition to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon  it. 
But  as  the  law  now  stands,  there  was  no 
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authoritj  to  interfere  with  the  sailing  of 
this  ship. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN — I  am  only  sorry 
that  it  should  be  so,  and  I  think  it 
behooves  tho  Government  of  the  Do- 
minion to  change  the  law  and  appoint 
persons  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inspect 
such  vessels.  But  there  is  a  discrepancy 
between  the  report  of  the  Minister  which 
I  quoted  and  the  memorandum  just 
now  i-ead  by  the  Minister  of  Militia. 
The  former  states  that  the  vessel  had  a 
"  heavy  list,"  and  that  she  was  found  to 
be  "  too  tender  to  cany  even  a  small 
amount  of  sail.''  The  memoittndum  says 
that  "  she  was  a  little  by  the  head,  a 
little  tender,  and  was  in  fair  trim."  Now, 
if  she  was  in  such  a  condi- 
tion as  is  stated  in  the  Minister's 
i*eport,  I  think  it  was  the  duty 
even  of  the  pilot  to  have  reported  it  and 
i-efused  to  take  her  to  sea.  I  should 
like  also  to  know  if  the  captain  of  the 
ship  was  among  the  surviversi 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
My  hon.  friend  did  not  give  notice  of 
that  question,  and  I  did  not  get  tlie 
information. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN — It  is  necessary  to 
know  that,  because  if  he  survived,  in- 
quiry should  have  been  made  and  he 
should  have  been  punished. 

Hon.  Mr.  McCLELAN—  The  captain 
was  drowned. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN— I  find  that  in  the 
case  of  the  iron  steamship  Virginia  and 
the  iron  steamer  Quebec^  inquiries  were 
instituted  by  Government.  In  the  latter, 
the  captain  had  his  certificate  of  com- 
petency suspended  for  three  months.  I 
think  that  an  inquiry  might  have  been 
made  in  this  case  also.  The  pilot  de- 
served censure  for  having  taken  a  ship  to 
sea  in  so  unseaworthy^  condition. 

SENATOR  FABRE»S  MISSION. 
INQUIRY  AND   MOTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU  (in  the  absence 
of  ELon.  Mr.  Thibaudeau)  inquired  : — 

« In  what  capacity  Senator  Fabre  is  now  en. 
gaged  in  Paris  ?  Under  what  authority  was 
he  appointed  a  representative  of  Canada  in 
Paris?" 

Hon,  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


Hon.  Sir.  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  hon.  gentleman  whose  name  has 
been  mentioned  was  not  appointed  a  re- 
presentatiTe  of  Canada.  I  will  put  the 
House  in  possession  of  the  facts  :  Mr. 
Fabre  was  about  to  pay  a  visit  to  Paris 
at  the  time  when  negotiations  were 
going  on  between  the  representatives  of 
the  Canadian  Government  there,  Sir. 
Alexander  Gait  and  Col.  Bernard,  and  the 
French  ^Government,  having  for  their 
object  the  obtaining  of  such  a  reduction 
in  the  duties  on  Canadian  shipping  going 
into  France,  to  be  compensated  for  by  a 
reduction  upon  products  of  France  com- 
ing into  Canada,  as  would  tend  to  im- 
prove the  commercial  relations  between 
this  country  and  France.  We  thought, 
from  Mr.  Fabre's  long  reqidenee  in 
France,  and  from  his  intimate  knowledge 
of  that  country,  and  of  its  leading  public 
men,  it  might  be  useful  to  us  to 
obtain  the  assistance  which  he 
could  render  to  our  representatives- 
in  mastering;  the  details  of  these 
mattera  and  compiling  such  information 
and  papers  as  might  be  valuable  for  Sir 
Alexander  Gait  and  Col.  Bernard  in  con- 
ducting their  negotiations.  He  was, 
therefore,  requested  to  render  to  Canada 
this  service,  and  it  was  intimated  to  him 
that  his  ex]r)enses  would  be  paid  for  so 
doing.  He  stands  in  no  other  relation  to 
the  Government  of  Canada  than  that 
which  I  have  described.  It  was  intimated 
to  him  that,  as  he  occupied  a  seat  in  thi» 
House,  no  remuneration  could  be  given 
to  him. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU  (in  the  absence 
of  Hon.  Mr.  Thibaudeau)  moved  : — 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Q-orernor-General,  pray- 
ing that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be  laid 
before  this  House  copies  of  all  correspondence 
between  any  Department  of  the  Government 
of  Canada  and  Senator  Fabre,  together  with 
the  amount  of  compensation  paid  him  for 
travelling  and  other  expenses  up  to  the 
present  time." 

He  said  :  I  have  only  a  few  remarks  to 
offer  uj)on  this  subject.  I  see  that, 
among  the  unforeseen  expenses,  the  sum 
of  $500  was  paid  for  a  confidential  report 
furnished  by  Senator  Fabre ;  thatanother 
sum  of  $500  was  paid  for  his  travelling 
expenses,  and  that  a  third  item  of  $1^00 
was  paid  to  Senator  Fabre*s  agent,  mak- 
ing altogether  $1 ,500.    I  can  only  express 
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the  sentiments  of  my  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Thibaudeau)  in  saying  that  it  seems  to  us 
very  extra  >rdinary  that  a  member  of  this 
House  should  be  engaged  in  such  a  way, 
and  that  he  should  be  absent  from  the 
Senate  while  it  is  in  session.  I  suppose 
no  op}>osition  will  be  made  to  giving  the 
House  the  documents  asked  for.  We  are 
deeply  interested  in  having  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  France,  and  we  learn 
through  the  nevvspapers  that  the  duty  of 
forty  francs  per  ton  on  Canadian  shipping 
hivs  been  reduced  to  the  same  rate  as  is 
charged  upon  English  vessels,  viz :  two 
francs  per  ton. 

Hon.  Mr.  DIOKEY— Perhaps  tbe 
leader  of  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
tell  us  whether  he  can  confirm  the  very 
pleasing  intelligence  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  referred  to,  and  whieh  we 
have  all  read  in  the  newspapers — thaO  the 
duty  on  Canadian  vessels  has  been 
reduced  to  two  fiuucs  per  ton  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
With  reference  to  the  remark  which 
fell  from  the  hon.  Senator  from  DeLori- 
mier  as  to  the  employment  of  a 
member  of  this  House  upon  such 
a  mission  as  has  been  alluded  to, 
I  can  see  no  objection  to  it  It  is 
not  an  unusual  thing  to  ask  a  member  of 
Parliament  to  undertake  a  public  duty 
of  this  kind,  or,  at  all  events,  a  similar 
kind.  The  opportunities  which  members 
of  this  House  have  of  serving  their 
country  in  such  a  way  are  sufficiently 
limited,  and  I  do  not  see  that  we,  of  all 
people,  should  try  to  diminish  those  o])- 
portunities.  Suppose  Mr.  Fabre^'had 
been  a  member  oi  the  House  of  Commons 
instead  of  being  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
there  would  have  been  no  objection  to  em- 
ploying him  in  this  way.  We  had  here, 
for  instance,  since  last  summer, 
two  members  of  the  English  Parliament 
who  were  visiting  this  eountry  as  mem- 
bers of  a  Koyal  Commission  on  the 
English  agricultural  interests.  Of 
course,  their  expenses  were  paid  by  the 
British  Government,  and  no  objection 
was  taken  in  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
and  there  is  no  objection  to  it  in  principle. 
Mr.  Fabre's  absence  from  the  Senate  is 
controlled  only  by  st-atute  and  his  own 
^  sense  of  his  duty  in  this  House.  J  do 
not  feel  that  we  need  to  be  more  careful 
ffon,  Mr,  Bureau. 


about  such  subjects  than  he  himself  is. 
With  reference  to  the  suggestion  made 
by  my  hon.  friend,  as  to  the  probable  re- 
sult of  our  efforts  in  France  to  secure  a 
reduction  of  the  duties  on  Canadian 
shipping,  I  have  no  special  information 
to  give.  When  these  negotiations 
were  first  being  carried  on,  it 
was  with  a  view  to  securing 
a  reduction  of  the  duties  upon  Canadian 
shipping,  and  they  had  reached  such  a 
stage  last  year  as  to  have  obtained  the 
informal  assent  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  the  proposed  redaction 
was  presented  by  '  them  to  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies.  The  matter  was 
there  postponed  with  the  view  to  having 
a  general  revision  of  the  commercial 
treaties  of  France  on  the  same  subject 
with  other  countries.  We  have  not 
heard,  except  through  newspaper  reports, 
of  progress  made  in  the  enlarged  n^o- 
tiations,  and  I  am  not  able  to  give 
my  hon.  friend  any  specific  information 
on  the  subject.  There  is  no  objection  to 
the  address. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.45  p.m. 


THE  SENATR 
Wednesday,  February  ^5th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  tqpk  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

After  routine  proceedings,  there  being 
no  notices  on  the  order  paper,  the  House 
was  adjourned  during  pleasure,  and 
shortly  afterwards  resumed. 

THE  DISTRESS  IN  IRELAND. 

A    ME8SAOE    TO    THE     GOVERNOR-GENERAL 
ADOPTED. 

The  following  Message  was  received 
from  the  House  of  Commons  : — 

«  Mat  it  Flbasb  Youb  Ezoillbnot  : 

<<  We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Commons  of  Canada,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leaye  to  approach  Tour  Excel- 
lencj  with  the  expression  of  our  deep  sympa- 
thy on  behalf  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  Iieland| 
who,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  crops, 
and  the  prevailing  destitution  amongst  the 
laboring  classes  in  that  part  of  the  (Tnited 
Kingdom,  hare  been  subjected  to  grievous 
want  and  destitution. 
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«  We  have,  upon  the  invitation  of  Your 
Bzoellency,  cordially  and  unanimously  con- 
curred in  a  proposal  to  grant  to  Her  Majesty 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
the  relief  of  the  present  gr*iat  distress  in 
Ireland ;  We  pray  Your  Excellency  to  cause 
the  issue  ot  this  amount  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  for  this  purpose;  and  we  assure 
Four  Excellency  that  we  will  hereafter  cheer- 
fully agree  to  the  necessary  propositions  for 
making  good  this  appropriation,  aecording  to 
Uw." 

flon.SirALEX.CAMPBELL— In  tlie 
reply  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  the 
House  willingly  pledged  itself  to  give  its 
best  consideration  to  the  paragraph  which 
suggested  that  some  material  assistAnce 
should  be  sent  to  our  sufTering  fellow- 
subjects  in  Ireland.  The  sum  which  has 
been  voted  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  will,  I  think,  in  the  opinion 
of  hon.  members  of  this  House,  fairly 
meet  the  claims  of  the  destitute  there, 
nf>on  our  consideration,  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Dominion  will  permit. 
Some  criticism  has  been  indulged  in  else- 
where with  reference  to  this  point,  but  I 
think  it  will  be  genei-allj  held  that  the 
Gk>vernment  has  fixed  on  what  our 
countrymen  in  Quebec  call  the  ''juste 
milieu  "  in  the  matter.  AVith  regard  to 
the  disposition  of  the  money,  it  has  been 
thought  best  by  the  Qovernment  to  place 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  who  is  better  informed 
than  we  can  be  in  this  country  as  t.o  the 
best  means  by  which  our  succour  can 
reach  the  destitute,  for  which  it  is  in- 
tended. Suggestions  have  reached  us 
from  Ireland  on  this  point,  and  replies 
have  been  sent  to  those  who  have  made 
them  that  their  suggestions  will  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  i^ecretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  and  will,  no  doubt,  assist  him 
in  deciding  as  to  the  application  of  our 
aid.  I  am  quitt^  sure  that  I  need  not  say 
another  word  to  press  upon  the  House 
its  assent  to  this  address  to  Hin  Excel- 
lency. I  therefore  move,  seconded  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Scott,  that  this  House  con- 
curs in  the  address. 

Hen.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  cordially  endorse 
the  a/)tion  of  the  Government  in  the  step 
they  have  taken  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, and  I  should  nob  be  disposed  to 
disapprove  had  the  amount  appropriated 
been  larger.  However,  it  is  a  fair  con- 
tribution, aided,  as  it  will  be,  largely  by 
private  subscriptions  from  all  parts  of 
Messiige. 


the  Dominion,  and  aided  also,  I  an?  el^^d 
to  observe,  by  the  grant  from  Ontario. 
I  notice  thnt  $20,000  has  been  voted  by 
the  Provincial  Legislature  for  a  similar 
purpose.  I  also  acquiesce  in  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  it  is  proper  to  send  the  money 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  discussion  in  the  papers  as 
to  the  best  means  of  reaching  the  dis- 
tressed people  in  Ireland.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  a  good  deal  of  that  criticism 
has  been  uncalled  for.  I  cannot  believe 
that  any  body  of  persons  acting  upon  any 
ot  the  relief  commit Ciees  could  prostitute 
their  positions  to  the  base  purposes  as- 
cribed to  them.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances I  think  that  the  Government 
have  adopted  the  best  channel,  and  that 
their  coui-se  will  i*emove  any  manner  of 
doubt  as  Co  how  this  aid  from  Canada 
will  be  distributed.  I  myself  have  con- 
fidence in  the  several  committees 
that  have  be^n  organized  in  Ireland. 
Through  either  the  Mansion  House  Com- 
mittee or  that  pi*esidcd  over  by  the 
Duchess  of  Marlborough,  or  through  the 
medium  of  the  Catholic  hiei-archy,  the 
contributions  will  be  sure  to  reach  the 
sufferers,  and  by  the  channel  now  pio- 
posed  the  contribution  will  ultimately 
reach  one  of  those  mediums  of  distribu- 
tion. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER-^-I  am 
sure  that  there  will  not  be  flny  dissentient 
voice,  in  this  House,  in  adopting  the 
resolution  under  consideration.  We  all 
deplore  the  distress  which  exists  in 
Ireland,  and  all  approve  of  the  voting  of 
this  amount,  and  the  transmitting  of  it  in 
the  manner  proposed  to  England. 
While  making  this  remark,  I  desire  to 
throw  out  a  suggestion  in  con- 
nection with  the  subject.  We  are 
now  entering  on  a  very  large  ex- 
penditure in  British  Columbia  for 
the  construction  of  a  railway  from 
New  Westminster  to  Karaloops,  and  we 
are  all  aware  that  there  is  a  very  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  laborerit 
for  that  work.  We  cannot  forget  that, 
while  entering  upon  that  large  expendi- 
ture to  fulfil  our  engagements  to  British 
Columbia,  it  will  be  of  the  utmost  mo- 
ment that  we  try  to  throw  into  that 
country  a  large  population  to  use  such 
public  works  and  develop  that  beautiful 
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and  healthful  region.  And  I  am  sure 
that  some  scheme  might  he  inaugurated 
by  the  Govarnment  and  the  contractors, 
both  sharing  the  responsibility  and  ex- 
pense, whereby  hardy,  sober  and  indus- 
trious men  and  families  might  be  induced 
to  migrate,  with  the  certainty  of  'getting 
employment  upon  such  public  works  and 
a  grant  of  land  at  the  termination  of  a 
certain  period.  The  expense  of  their 
transport  from  the  old  world  would  be 
borne  by  the  Government  and  contractors 
conjointly,  upon  a  similar  principle 
adopted  to  bring  the  Mennonites  from 
Southern  Eussia  to  Manitoba,  It  could 
be  stipulated  that  they  would  receive 
certain  wages  for  their  labor,  out  of 
which  a  certain  per  centage  would  be 
appropriated  to  recoup  the  money  ad- 
vanced. In  this  manner  we  should 
secure  the  construction  of  the  railway 
and  the  settlement  of  the  country.  If 
we  proceed  to  construct  that  railway 
without  adopting  some  such  means,  we 
shall  be  loading  the  older  Provinces  with 
debt  and  not  secure  a  corresponding  in- 
crease of  population,  trade  and  revenue. 
I  humbly  submit  this  suggestion  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Government. 

Ths  address  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.30  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Thursday,  February  26th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

DORCHESTER  PENITENTIARY. 
MOTION   rOR   RETURN,   AND   INQUIRY. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE  moved:— 

<<  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  praying 
that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
expenditure  to  Slst  December,  1879,  •n  the 
new  Penitentiary  at  Dorchester,  New  Bruns- 
wick, including  the  purchase  of  site  and 
grounds,  with  an  estimate  of  the  additional 
sum  required  for  its  completion." 

He  said  :  It  is  well  known  that  when 
Confederation  took  place  it  became 
necessary  that  new  penitentiaries  should 
be  established  for  the  use  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  as  the  accommodation!  then 
in  existence  were '  inadequate.  In  refer- 
ilon,  Mr,  Alexander. 


ence  to  the  erection  of  the  Penitentiaiy 
at  Dorchester,  N.B.,  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  although  it  is  too  late  now  to 
rais9  the  question,  that  a  very  improper 
place  was  chosen.  Private  i uteres t« 
rather  than  the  convenience  of  the  public 
were  considered.  It  is  well  known  by 
members  from  the  Maritime  Provinces 
that  the  Grovernment  possessed  land 
enough  at  the  historic  site  of  the  old  Cum- 
Ijerland  fort.  It  is  situated  contiguous 
to  the  railway,  and  there  is  a  good 
supply  of  water  there,  and  the  impression 
was  that  it  would  have  been  selected. 
If  it  had  been,  a  considerable  sura  of 
money  would  have  been  saved  in  the 
purchase  of  a  site,  but  it  is  now  too  late 
to  talk  of  it.  The  building  is  now  in 
course  of  construction,  and  the  time  for 
its  completion  has  long  since  passed. 
The  existing  penitentiaries  are  so 
crowded  with  prisoners  that,  last  season, 
some  ihirty-five  convicts  had  to  be  taken 
from  Charlottetow.n  and  Halifax  at  a 
large  expense.  The  building,  as  1  am 
told,  has  proved  a  failure  in  someres(>ects. 
One  of  the  principal  reasons  for  selecting 
the  present  location  was  that  there  was 
an  abundant  supply  of  stone  there,  but 
no  sooner  was  the  quarry  opened  than  it 
was  discovered  to  be  deficient  in  quality, 
and  stone  had  to  be  brought  from  a  long 
distance.  It  was  said  also  that  the 
water  supply  was  good.  I  am  told  that 
so  far  from  that  being  the  case,  the 
building  was  located  first,  and  then  they 
looked  for  water ;  and  that,  after  having 
spent  a  large  sum  in  sinking  wells,  the 
supply  was  found  insufficient,  and  the 
delay  in  the  completion  of  the  building 
has  been  caused  by  the  necessity  of  bring- 
ing water  from  a  considerable  distance  at 
a  very  large  expense.  In  Tiew  of 
these  facts,  I  am  desirous  of  seeing  what 
the  expenditures  have  been  on  that  struc- 
ture up  to  the  present  tine. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  — I 
am  unable  to  follow  my  hon.  friend  into 
the  disoussion  as  to  the  choice  of  the 
site  for  the  Penitentiary,  or  into  the  dif- 
ficulties which  have  occurred  in  con- 
structing the  building  or  supplying  it 
with  water,  but  I  will  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  bringing  the  remarks 
which  he  has  made  under  the  notice  of 
the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  and  if  I 
see  any  advantage  in  it,  or  can  give  my 
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l)on.  friend  any  satisfaction  in  so  doing, 
I  will  bring  the  matter  again  before  the 
House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE— When 
^vill  the  new  Penitentiary  at  Doroh ester 
be  I'eady  for  use? 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL - 
The  Minister  of  Public  Works  antici- 
pates that  the  Penitentiary  will  be  opened 
about  the  middle  of  June. 


long  delay  in  bringing  them  down,  more 
especially  as  it  may  become  necessary, 
kter  in  the  session,  to  take  further  action 
in  the  matter. 


WINTER    COMMUNICATION    WITH 
•      PRINCE    EDWARD    ISLAND. 

KOTTON   FOR  A   RETURN. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  moved  :— 

'<  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-GenerAl,  praying 
that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House,  copies  of  all  correspondence, 
telegramsi  reports  and  memorials  received  by 
the  Government  during  twelve  months  pre- 
ceding April  17th,  1879,  having  reference  to 
Kteam  communication  in  winter  between  Ihe 
Province  of  Prince  Edward  Island  an(t  the 
mainland.*' 

He  said :    I  hare    frequently  addressed 
the   House  upon  this  subject,  and   I  do 
not  think  it  is  necessary  to  go  into  it  at 
any  gr^at  length   on  this  occasion,  more 
especially   as   the   pai>ers  for    which     I 
ask   were  moved   for   by  my  hon.    col- 
league    (Mr.    Montgomery)     last     ses- 
sion.      They      are     principally      a     re- 
port    upon      the     question    of      build- 
ing branch   lines  to  conmect   the   Pnnce 
Edward  Island  Railway  with  the  Straits 
of  Northumberland   at   Cape   Traverse, 
and   to   connect   the   Intercolonial  Rail- 
way with  the  Straits  vl  Northumberland 
at    Cape    Tormentine,  and  also  on  the 
practicability      of     building       suitable 
wharves   at   those   two  capos,  at  which 
any  winter     steamer     employed     as     a  | 
ferry     might     lie     with     safety   when 
necessary.     On  those  questions  a  report 
has  been  made  to  the  Department  by  a 
civil  engineer  named  Cunningham,  and 
it  was  pai*tly  to  obtain  that  re))ort  and  a 
memorial   addressed  to  the   Minister  of 
Public   Works,  last  session,  by  most  of 
the  representatives  of   Prince    Edward 
Island,  that  I  m»ke  this  motion.     As 
those  papers  are  not  voluminous,  and  as 
they  wei*e  asked  for  last  session,  I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  not  make  a 
Hon.  Sir  Alexandm-  Campbell, 


Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELI 
The  papers  which  were  asked  for  last  ' 
session  were  prepared,  I  think,  dur- 
ing the  i-ecess,  and  can  be  brought 
down  at  an  early  day;  and  the  other 
papers  referred  to  can,  I  think,  be  pre- 
pai-ed  in  a  short  time.  I  hope  in  a  few 
days  to  be  able  to  lay  the  ])apers  before 
the  House.  There  is  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  the  address. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE    PRINTING   OF    PARLIAMENT. 
SECOND     REPORT  ADOPTED. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  second  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  He  explained 
that  it  was  one  of  the  ordinary  reports, 
recommending  that  certain  documents  be 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.25  p.m. 


THE   SENATE. 

Friday,  February  27ili,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  COMMITTEE. 
SECOND    AND     THIRD    REPORTS    ADOPTED. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  presented  the 
seoond  report  of  the  Committee  on  Stand- 
ing Orders  and  Private  Bills,  recom- 
mending the  suspension  of  the  51st  Rule. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and,  on  motion, 
the  rule  was  suspended. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  presented  the 
third  report  of  the  Committee  on  Stand- 
ing Orders  and  Private  Bills,  recom- 
mending that  the  time  for  presenting 
petitions  for  Private  Bills  be  extended. 
.   The  report  was  adopted. 

BILL  INTRODUCED, 

Hon.  Mr.  LEWIN  introduced  a  Bill 
entitled  "  An  A  ct  respecting  the  presi- 
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dent,  directors  and  compaay  of  the  Bank 
of  New  Brunswick." 

The  Bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

THE   ACCIDEJ^T   TO  THE  VICE-REGAL 
PAUTY. 

AN   ADDRESS    ADOPTED. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
called, 

«That  an  Address  be  presented  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor-Genemi  of  congratu- 
lation on  the  happy  escape  of  Her  Royal 
Highness  and  himself  from  the  accident  of 
the  14th  instant/' 

Hon.  Sir.  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said  : 
The  accident  which  happened  to  His 
Excellency  and  Her  Royal  Highness  the 
Princess  Louis.*,  on  the  ev^ening  of  Sat- 
urday, the  Hth,  will  be  fresh  in  the 
memory  of  all  those  who  hear  me.  With 
the  gracious  kindness  which  distinguishes 
her,  Her  Royal  Highness  was  coming 
into  town,  to  hold  a  drawing  rocMn  in  this 
Chambei,  rather  than  put  the  many  hun- 
dreds who  desired  to  pay  their  respects 
to  her  to  the  inconvenience  of  going  out  to 
Government  House,  and,  as  the  result 
shewed,  exposed  herself  to  a  peril  which, 
had  she  not  been  so  infinitely  considei*ate 
of  the  convenience  of  othera,  would  not 
have  happened.  The  details  of  the  acci- 
dent, and  the  story  of  the  extreme  danger 
in  which  Her  Royal  Highness  and  His 
Excellency  were  placed  were  given  with 
substantial  acciiracy  in  the  accounts  which 
reached  the  public  through  the  news- 
papers on  Monday  morning.  A.  ter- 
rible calamity  had  been  av^irted 
by  the  prompt  and  courageous  assistance 
renderetl  by  Mr.  Bngot,  ot  His  Excellen- 
cy's staff,  who  succeeded  in  that  most 
difficult  tusk  of  checking  a  pair  of  runa- 
way horses,  by  seizing  the  bridle  rein  of 
one  of  them.  The  sleigh  had  been  dragged 
on  its  side  for  four  hundred  yards,  and, 
in  a  moment  more,  wcu'd  have  been  upon 
the  bridge  which  traverses  the  hideaii 
River,  with  greatly  increased  danger  to 
its  illustrious  occupants.  Happily,  Her 
Royal  Highness,  although  much  bruised 
and  cut,  was  not  dangerously  hurt ;  and 
her  first  impulse,  as  we  are  informed,  was 
again  to  forget  herself  and  her  own  con- 
venience,*and,  in  the  midst  of  her  suffer- 
ing, to  rfesume  her  journey  to  town  and 
save  those  who  were  waiting  her  arrival 
here  from  the  di3ai>pointment  which 
Hon,  Mr,  Lemn, 


would  be  felt  at  the  postponement 
of  the  drawing  room.  More  prudent 
counsels  prevailed,  and  the  throng  which 
had  assembled  in  this  Chamber  to  pay 
homage  to  Her  Rcyal  Highness  dis- 
persed full  of  anxiety  as  to  what  the 
morrow  might  tell  of  the  effects  ot  the 
accident  But  the  bulletins  of  Sunday 
and  of  Monday  were  reassuring,  and  the 
Cabinet,  after  consideration,  resolved  not 
to  propose  any  address  of  condolence  on 
the  accident  lest  they  might  incre  iso  the 
alarm  and  anxiety  felt  here  and  in  Eng< 
land,  a.id  in  the  hopes,  now  happily  in 
part  realized,  that  a  few  days  might  so 
restore  Eler  Royal  Highness  as  to  enable 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  address 
His  Excellency  in  the  language  of  con- 
gt^atulation.  Her  Royal  Highness  is 
still,  it  is  understood,  suffering  a  good 
deal  of  pain,  «tnd  not  yet  able 
to  leave  her  room,,  but  day  by  day 
strength  and  health  are  returning  to  her, 
and  I  am  sure  that  1  but  give  expression 
to  the  fttelings  of  every  member  of  this 
House  when  I  say  that  our  fervent  hope 
and  prayer  is  that  we  may  soon  again 
enjoy  the  honor  of  having  her  gracious, 
presence  in  the  capital.  It  is  to  give 
expression  to  these  feelings  that  I  pro- 
pose for  your  adoption  the  address  to 
His  Excellency  of  which  I  have  given 
notice,  and  I  am  happy  to  be  seconded  in  my 
motion  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  leads 
Her  Majesty's  loyal  Oppasition  in  this 
House,  and  who  has  gladly  promised  me 
his  assistance.  The  address  is  in  these 
words  : — 

**  To  His  Excbllkkcy,  &o. 

«  May  it  Plrasb  Your  Excellbxct  : 

"We,  Her  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  the 
Senate  ot  Cnnada,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
desire  to  approach  you  with  our  hearty  con- 
gratulations on  the  escape  of  Her  Royal  High- 
ness the  Princess  Louise  and  yourself  from  the 
serious  danger  occasioned  by'  the  untovrard 
accident  which  happened  to  you  on  the  1 4th 
inst. 

«  Unwilling  to  increaf^e  the  general  alarm 
occasioned  by  the  news  of  the  injuries  received 
by  Her  lioyal  Highn -ss,  we  have  furbcArne  to 
addri'ss  Your  Excellency  until,  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  wc  are  happily  permitted  to  do 
so  in  language  of  congratulation. 

«*  Her  Uoyal  Highness*  life  and  health  are 
dear  to  the  Canadian  people,  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  dnnger  in  which  she  had  been 
placed,  and  of  her  narrow  escape,  wan  every- 
where received  with  profound  interest  and 
sympathy.  We  but  give  utterance  to  tho 
feeling  of  tho  country  when  we  assure  Your 
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Czcelleticy  of  the  deep  gratitude  with  which 
tho  ioteliigence  of  her  gradual  recovery  is  day 
by  day  received,  and  we  earnestly  truHt  that 
Her  Royal  HighneHS  may  shortly  he  restored 
to  her  wonted  health  and  strength,  and  will 
hereafter  only  suffer  tho  memory  of  the  acci- 
dent to  recall  to  her  the  universal  joy  which 
hails  her  recovery." 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— In  secondinj?  the 
address  of  congratulation  to  His  Excel- 
loncy  the  Govemor-Greneral  and  to  Her 
Royal  Highness  on  their  providential 
escape  from  what  mi^ht  have  been  a 
very  serious  accident,  I  have  little  to  add 
to  the  earnest  and  expressive  language  of 
the  address.  The  deepest  sympathy  was 
manifested  over  the  whole  Dominion 
when  the  accident  occurred,  and  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  tlio  consequences 
were  not  so  grave  as  at  first  it  was 
feared,  a  grateful  sense  of  relief  was  a|> 
parent  in  every  section  of  the  country. 
Ah  the  daughter  of  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty,  Her  Royal  Highness  is  an  object 
of  special  interest  to  the  Canadian  people, 
but  apart  altogether  from  her  royal  lin- 
eage she  is  honored  and  respected  for  her 
own  worth.  She  is  recognized  as  the 
(patroness  of  art,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  she  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the 
edacauonal  and  benevolent  institutions 
of  this  country,  as  she  had  pi*eviously 
done  in  England.  It  is,  therefore,/ only 
natural  that  the  |)eople  of  Canada  should 
have  exhibited  an  especial  ]iride  in  her 
temporary  residence  among  them,  and 
we  all  hope  that  her  perfect  recovery 
may  be  speeily,  and  that  the  remainder 
of  her  stay  in  Canada  may  be  pleasant 
and  agreeable,  and,  when  leaving,  that 
she  may  carry  back  to  her  native  home 
the  most  agreeable  reminiscences  of  her 
life  among  the  Canadian  people. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN — After  die  admir- 
able 8i>eeches  of  the  leader  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  leader  of  the  Op|>08ition, 
it  may  seem  presumptions  to  attempt  to 
add  anything  to  what  has  already  been  so 
well  said  on  the  sulject  of  the  resolution 
before  the  House,  but  I  cannot  deny 
myself  the  pleasure  of  at  least  saying 
how  heartily  I  concur,  and  how  heartily 
the  people  in  my  own  part  of  Ontario  will 
concur,  in  common  with  all  their  fellow- 
sabjects  throughout  the  Dominion,  in 
every  word  of  sympathy  and  congratula- 
tion which  has  fallen  from  the  lips  of  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  resolution  on 
Hon.  Sir  Ahx.  Campbell, 


the  escape  of  His  Excellency  and  Her 
Royal  Highness.  The  resolutioa  and 
the  address  which  it  proposes  for  our 
adoption  will  convey  no  mere  formal  ex- 
pression of  the  feelings  of  the  [>eople  of 
this  country  on  the  providential  escape 
of  His  Excellency  and  Her  Royal  High- 
ness. When  the  more  serious  natui*e  of 
the  injuries  received  by  Her  Royal 
Highness  first  became  known,  the  uni- 
vei-sal  feeling  was  one  of-  deep  anxiety 
and  alarm,  such  as  we  experience  when 
an  accident  has  befallen  some  one  very 
near  to  us — some  one  in  whom  we  have 
the  strongest  pei*sonal  interest.  How, 
indeed,  could  it  be  otherwise,  hon.  gen- 
tlemen, in  the  case  of  one  who  has 
endeared  hei*self  to  all  with  whom  she 
has  ever  had  any  peraoual  intercourse, 
and  to  whom  we  are  all  bound  by  the 
strongest  ties  of  affectionate  loyalty.  The 
country  will  lejoioe  to  hear  from  day  to 
day  of  Her  Royal  Highness'  jirogress 
towards  complete  recovery,  and  I  am 
sure,  hon.  gentlemen,  that  the  universal 
hope  will  be  that  no  ill  effects  may  re- 
main of  the  perilous  accident  from  which 
His  Ex.-*«llency  and  Her  Royal  Highness 
have  in  great  measure  so  happily  es- 
caped, and  that  on  looking  back  heror 
after  to  their  sojourn  among  us  it  may 
only  be  remembered  as  associated  with 
the  expressions  of  loyal  and  affectionate 
sympathy  which  it  has  called  forth  from 
every  part  of  the  Dominion. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  feel  confident 
that  the  resolution  just  presented  in 
fitting  terms  by  the  hon.  leader  of  the 
Government  will  i*eceive  the  cordial  and 
unanimous  approval  of  the  House.  We 
all  remeralier  well  the  thrill  of  horror 
produced  by  the  untoward  accident  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
and  Her  Royal  TJigliness  the  Princess 
Louise,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  a  feeling  of  ivlief,  when  it  was 
ascciiiained  that  the  i*esult  was  not 
likely  to  prove  fatal,  filled  the  hearts  of 
our  population  generally,  from  tho 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  extended 
even  to  the  mother  land  as  well  as  to 
our  cousins  across  the  border.  By  her 
urlianicy,  her  courteous  manner,  and  the 
interest  she  has  ever  evinced  in  the  wel- 
fare of  Canada,  Her  Royal  Highness 
has  become  endeared  to  its  people,  who 
await,  even  now,  with  some  anxiety,  news 
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of  her  slow  recovery  from  a  great  peril.  I 
"That  she  may  soon  be  ivstored  to  health 
and  strength  I  sincerely  trust,  for, 
■whether  sick  or  well,  she  carries  with  her 
the  sympathy  and  affection  of  every  true 
Canadian.  Coming  as  I  do  from  a  Pro- 
vince where  His  Excellency  aiid  Her 
Royal  Highness  first  set  their  feet  upon 
the  shores  of  the  Dominion,  I  cannot 
refrain  from  giving  expression  to  my 
feelings  while  this  fitting  tribute  of  our 
respectful  sympathy  is  being  presented 
to  them,  and  I  need  only  add  that  I 
trust  my  feeble  utterances,  however  im- 
perfectly expressed,  after  the  admirable 
addresses  that  we  have  had  from  others, 
faithfully  reflect  your  opinions,  and  will 
find  an  echo  in  the  breast  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  of  Canada. 

Hon.    Mr.     ALEXANDER  ^  This 
motion  is  introduced  at  a  very   proper 
moment.     What  a  privilege  and  happi- 
ness to  be  in  our  position,  as  the  people's 
representatives,  to  offer  to  Their  Excel- 
lencies   expressions    of     congratulation 
that  there  were  not  more  serious  results 
from  the  laie  untoward  accident,  which 
all  so  much  derplored.      The  public  mind 
has  been  greatly  relieved  to  learn  that 
Her  Royal  Highness,  who  was  the  great- 
est sufferer,  will  now,  happily,  soon  be 
restored.    The  circumstances  under  which 
we  discuss   this   motion   justify  me   in 
claiming  the   kind    indulgence    of    the 
House  to  make  one  or  two  observations. 
This  is  not  a  mere  conventional  formal 
address,  but  is  meant  to   evidence  the 
devotion  which  is  felt  to  the  family  of 
our   Sovereign   Queen,  and  to  evidence 
espeeially  the  just  appreciation  by  our 
people  of  those  high  qualities  and  virtues 
possessed     by     that     member    of    Her 
Majestj's  family  now  in  our  midst.     The 
people  of  this  Dominion  very  truly  feel 
and  say  that  their  lot  has  been  cast  in  a 
happy  land — ^with    all   the  blessings   of 
free     constitutional    j(ovemment — with 
the  entire  control  of  all  our  affairs — with 
the  advantages  we  enjoy  under  the  shield 
of  the  old  flag — with  the   honest  pride 
ielt  that  we  are  an  integral  part  of  the 
Empire,    and  no  class  of  our  jjeople  un- 
dervalues the  consideration  shewn  to  us 
in   sending  to  represent  our   Sovereign 
here,  a  scion  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of     Scotland — ^a     name    replete      with 
liistoric     memories.        If     our     people 
Hon,  Mr.  Dicheij, 


are  glad  to  honor  nobility  of 
nature  and  purpose,  when  manifested 
in  the  hamlet,  1  am  sure  it  will  be  not 
less  valued  and  appreciated  when  such 
qualities  reign  prominently  in  the  Vice- 
Regal  circle.  I  am  sure  that  the  people 
of  this  Dominion  value  the  elevating 
influence  of  those  placed  high  in  authority 
over  us  at  this  moment,  whose  pleasure 
and  delight  is  to  be  ever  doing  good  and 
promoting  the  happiness  of  all  around 
thcHO.  It  is  surely  in  lamentable  taste 
that  a  leading  Toronto  organ  should,  at 
this  moment,  employ  itselt  in  retailing, 
second-hand,  from  a  New  York  paper,  a 
rumor,  which  has  no  foundation,  that 
Her  Royal  Highness  may  not  be  long 
amongst  us.  We  trust  that  the  leading 
organs  will  remember  always  that  they 
may,  by  want  of  judgment  and  proper 
feeling,  inflict  more  or  less  iiyury  upon 
this  country  just  by  the  thoughtless 
production  of  such  articles  as  that  to 
which  I  refer,  and  they  are  not  doing 
justice  to  the  people  of  this  Dominion, 
whoso  sentiments  they  profess  to  repre- 
sent. 

Hon.  Mr.  SUTHERLAND— I  do  not 
rise  with  the  expectation  of  adding  any 
more  weight  to  the  address  we  have  just 
heard  x-ead  to  us,  but  coming  from  a  dis- 
tant province,  where  the  people  have  not 
as  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
Vice-Regal  party,  I  think  it  is  but 
proper  for  me  to  say  that,  since  the 
accident  has  happened,  I  have  had 
several  letters  from  Manitoba,  many  of 
which  were  from  prominent  men,  all 
expressing  very  great  anxiety  with  regard 
to  the  accident  that  happened  to  Her 
Royal  Highness  and  the  Governor-Gen- 
eral. I  merely  rise  to  give  expr<»ssion 
to  these  facts  to  shew  that  our  people, 
though  in  a  distant  part  of  the  Dominion, 
also- feel  a  very  great  amount  ot  loyal 
sympathy  in  this*  matter.  I  most 
heartily  concur  in  the  address. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLE  ROSE  — Though 
many  appropriate  remarks  have  already 
been  made  on  this  subject,  T  feel  it  to  be 
ray  duty,  under  the  circumstances,  in  the 
name  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  to  say 
that  the  announcement  of  the  sad  acci- 
dent which  occurred  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor-General  and  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  Louise,  two  weeks 
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ago,  has  been  received  with  very  great 
regret  and  intense  interest ;  so  much  so 
that,  in  almost  every  letter  which  I  have 
received  from  that  Province  since  the 
event  occurred,  the  question  has 
been  put  to  me  :  "  How  is  our  good 
Princess,  the  daughter  of  our  beloved 
Queen  ? "  I  heartily  concur  in  all  that 
has  been  said  by  the  hon.  gentlemen  who 
have  preceded  me,  and  I  support  the 
address  with  the  greatest  pleasure. 
The  raoti<5n  was  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL —I 
move  that  the  said  address  be  engrossed 
and  signed  by  the  Speaker  in  behalf  of 
this  House. 

The  motion  was  agi'eed  to. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
move  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  by  one  of  the  Masters  in 
Chancery,  to  acquaint  them  that  tlie 
Senate  have  passed  this  address,  to  which 
th«y  desire  their  concurrence. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.50  p.m. 


,     THE  SENATE. 

Monday,  March  Ist,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  Chair  at  Three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THE  GALOP  RAPIDS. 
INQUIUY. 

Hon.  Mr.  BROXJSE  inquired  :— 

<'  Is  it  tho  intention  of  the  Government  to 
proceed  with  the  removal  of  the  rock  obstruc- 
tion in  the  Galop  Bapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  if  so,  when  will  the  work  be  commenced  ?'' 

He  said :  I  have  given  notice  of 
motion  for  |an  inquiry  merely,  but  I  be- 
lieve certain  latitude  is  always  allowed  in 
this  House  that  remarks  may  be  made 
in  putting  the  question.  The  Qalop 
Kapids  are  situated  in  the  St.  Lawrence, 
About  seven  miles  eiist  of  the  town  of 
Presoott.  These  rapids  are  of  great  im- 
portance in  their  relation  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country,  as  they 
bear  the  same  relation  to  the  llLver  St. 
Lawrence  as  the  sill  of  a  lock  docs  to 
IJon.  Mr.  Bellerose. 


the  canal.  The  obstructions  at  the 
Gkilop  Bapids  consist  of  three  bars  ex- 
tending across  the  river  from  the  north- 
ern shore  to  the  American  Island  on  the 
south.  Each  bar  in  itself  forms  an  ol> 
struction  in  the  shape  of  a  flat  rock. 
On  these  bars  there  is  a  depth  of 
water  from  ten  to  twelve  feet, 
according  to  the  season  of  the 
year  and  the  winds  that  may 
prevail.  Vessels,  after  passing  safely 
over  these  bars,  are  able  to  proceed  on 
their  journey  down  the  river  to  the 
city  of  Montreal.  The  bars  are  each 
from  one  hundred  to  three  hundred  feet 
in  width,  and  they  are  the  first  obstruc- 
tion to  vessels  descending  the  river.  In 
low  water,  vessels  frequently  stnke  ou 
these  bars,  and  were  it  not  for  the  fact 
that  the  rocks  are  flat  and  shelving,  many 
vessels  would  be  destroyed ;  as  it  is, 
several  have  been  injured.  The  Govern- 
ment have  made  an  effort  to  remove  this 
obstruction.  For  that  purpose  a  chain 
tug  was  constructed,  in  order  to  blast 
out  the  rock  through  the  bars  to  a 
width  of  three  hundred  feet.  The  water 
drops  immediately  at  the  foot  of  these 
bars,  and  the  intention  was  to  blast  on 
the  bars,  where  the  current  has  a 
momentum  of  about  eleven  miles  an 
hour,  and  drag  the  broken  rock  into  the 
deep  water  below.  This  important  work 
has  failed,  J  believe,  in  consequence  of 
the  parties  who  undertook  the  job.  The 
contract  was  given  to  certain  parties 
named  Davis,  who  failed  to  pro- 
ceed with  it,  and  it  was  sub-let  to 
another  party.  A  further  obstruc- 
tion was  found  about  a  mile  west 
of  the  head  of  the  Qalop  Bapids,  and 
it  was  supposed,  a  few  years  ago, 
that  two  or  three  hundred  yards  in 
length  of  rock  would  have  to  be  re- 
moved in  order  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river.  A  survey  of  the 
^lace  was  made  by  Mr.  Rubidge,  pro- 
bably one  of  the  best  qualified  engineers 
in  the  country,  from  experience,  to  make 
a  survey  of  the  kind,  and  it  was  found 
by  that  gentleman  that  it  would  not 
require  an  expenditure  of  one  or  two 
millions  of  dollars  to  remove  the  amount 
of  rock  necessary  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion there,  as  was  formerly  supj>osed, 
and  render  "it  safe  for  vessels.  How- 
ever, this  expenditure  was  rendered 
unnecessary  by  Mr.  Kubidge's  discovery 
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of  a  now  channel  on  the  American  side 
of  the  river  with  sufficient  depth  of 
water  for  navigation  [lurposes.  What  I 
desire  to  ascertain  from  the  Government 
is,  whether  th^y  are  prepared  to  proceed 
with  the  work  at  tho  Galop  during  the 
ooming  season,  and  if  so,  what  is  the 
name  of  the  contractor  ?  I  might  en- 
large upon  the  navigation  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  but  it  is  not  necessary  in  con- 
nection with  this  question. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  — It 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  proceed  with  the  work  at  the 
Galop  Rapids,  and  it  will  be  resumed 
early  in  the  spiing.  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  name  ot  the  contractor.  My  hon. 
friend  did  not  give  notice  that  he  wished 
to  know  the  name  of  the  contractor,  and 
I  am  not  prepared  to  give  it 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— Will  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  Government  be  good 
enough  to  inform  us  what  the  depth  of 
the  channel  will  be  after  the  improve- 
ments are  made  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
That  I  am  not  able  to  say  cither, 
as  the  question  was  not  included  in 
the  notice,  but  I  shall  ascertain,  and 
will  inform  the  hon.  gentleman  to- 
morrow what  depth  it  is  desirable  to 
obtain  there. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN— As  the  hon.  the 
Minister  of  Militia  intends  seeking  in- 
formation on  this  subject,  I  think  it  would 
be  very  desirable  if  he  made  further  in- 
quiries with  a  view  to  ascertaining  and 
removing  other  obstructions  which  exist 
in  the  River  St.  Ijawrence  below  the 
place  which  my  hon.  friend  from  Pres- 
cott  mentions,  to  see  if  other  portions  of 
the  river  could  not  be  improved  also. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  — 
I  shall  he  very  glad  to  give  all  the 
information  that  is  required. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— There  are  the 
Long  Sault  Rapids,  the  Cedars  Rapids 
and  the  Cascades.  These  obstructions 
were  all  reported  u|x>n,  and  im- 
provements were  recommended  by 
eminent  engineers,  over  twenty  years 
ago.  The  Canal  Commissioners,  in  1870, 
Hon.  Mr,  Brouse, 


recommended  that  these  obstructions 
should  be  removed,  and  I  am  surprised 
that  the  improvements  have  not  been 
proceeded  with  before  this. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  — I 
will  obtain  the  information  asked  for, 
and  shall  take  occasion  to  mention  it 
to  the  House. 


THE  PUBLIC  PRINTINa. 
MOTION   FOR  AN   INVESTIGATION. 

Hon.  Mr.  ATKINS  moved  :— 

'<  That  the  Select  Standing  Committee  of 
this  House,  on  the  Printing,  be  instructed  to 
urge  on  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses 
on  that  subjiict,  the  necessity  of  making  rigid 
inquiry  into  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  opening  of  tenders  for  the  Parliamen- 
tary Printing,  and  the  withdrawal  of  any 
tenders  ;  and  also  with  the  award  of  the  con- 
tract for  such  Printing,  made  during  the  last 
SesMion — with  instructions  also  to  inquire 
and  report  on  the  best  means  of  preventing 
any  irregular  or  improper  practices  with 
respect  to  the  granting  of  such  contracts." 

He  said  :  This  motion  grows  out  of  the 
course  puraued  by  parties  who  tendered 
for  the  parliamontarj  piinting  last 
session.  Members  of  the  House  are,  I 
presume,  more  or  less  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstances in  connection  with  the 
withdrawal  of  those  tenders.  The  matter 
was  i>rominentl7  brought  before  the 
public,  in  a  recent  trial  at  Toronto,  and 
has  boen  criticised  by  the  press  of  the 
country.  The  Printing  Committee  being 
composed  of  membei'S  of  both  Houses,  £ 
thought  it  desirable,  for  the  sak^  of 
uniformity,  that  a  motion  of  this  kind 
should  be  brought  before  the  Senate,, 
inasmuch  as  a  similar  course  has  been 
pursued  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER—I  expect- 
ed that  my  hon.  friend  from  Bowuian- 
ville  (Mr.  Simpson),  wJio  is  Chairman  of 
the  Printing  Committee,  w^uld  not  allow 
this  motion  to  pass  without  making  some 
explanations.  It  is  very  proper  that  this 
subject,  which  has  occupied  so  much 
8])uce  in  the  press  of  the  country,  should 
be  investigated.  Allegations  have  been 
made  that  there  were  irre:/ulariti«*s  in 
the  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  Par- 
liamentary printing.  I  am  led  to  be- 
lieve, and  1  think  it  is  but  proper  I 
should  take  this   opportunity  of  btatiog 
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that,  although  there  may  have  been 
irregulanties,  there  lias  been  a  great 
deal  of  misrepresentation  with  regard  to 
this  sul'ject.  I  am  informed,  farther,  by 
those  who  are  prepared  to  give  reliable 
information,  that  the  work  is  being  done 
lor  a  very  much  less  sum  than  under 
any  contract  that  haa  been  let  for  the 
same  work  since  Confederation. 
It  is  true  that  the  manner  in  which 
some  of  tlose  who  tendered — especially 
men  who  could  not  possible  carry  out 
the  contract — withdrew  under  circum- 
stances which  enabled  a  certain  portion 
of  the  press  to  dwell  on  the  matter,  and 
make  it  appear  that  there  was  a  gieat 
deal  of  irregularity  and  corruption  in 
the  case.  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
no  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the  coun- 
try ;  and,  also,  that  the  contractor  who 
had  the  work  before  the  present  firm, 
and  who  received  for  it  $15,000  more 
than  they  did,  failed.  I  am  further  in- 
formed that  the  present  contractors,  in 
taking  the  work  at  the  sum  for  which  it 
was  awarded,  were  only  able  to  do 
80  because  they  had  the  plant 
on  hand.  When  the  committee 
know  that  the  country  has  not  suffered, 
I  think  it  is  their  duty  to  prevent  mis- 
representation from  going  foii/h  in  this 
respect.  The  factf?  are  perfectly  well 
known  to  a  number  of  members  of  both 
Houses,  and  I  was  hopiug  that  my  hon. 
friend  from  Bowmanville  would  have  ex- 
jilained  the  matter.  I  am  sure  that  he 
will  corroborate  what  I  have  stated,  that 
the  oountr}'  is  getting  the  work  done  now 
for  $20,000  or  $30,000  less  than  under 
any  other  contract  which  has  been 
awarded  since  Confederation,  and  is 
being  done  at  a  rate  which  gives  no  rea- 
sonable expectation  that  they  will  have 
any  profit  out  of  the  work. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON— T  did  not  rise 
to  explain,  because  I  did  not  consider 
this  ^e  ]) roper  time  to  discuss  the 
matter.  The  committee  has  already 
commenced  an  investigation.  We  con- 
cluded last  Friday,  before  my  hon.  fiiend 
moved  in  the  matter,  to  appoint  some  of 
our  must  experienced  members  to  report 
the  facts,  and  we  have  them  all  prepared 
and  printed.  I  agi«e  with  my  hon. 
friend  from  Woodstock  (Mr.  Alexander) 
that  the  country  has  not  suffered  apy  in 
^consequence  of  some  very  disgraceful 
Hon.  Mr,  Alexander. 


transactions  which  occurred  in  connec- 
tion with  this  contract.  The  present 
contractoi-s  are  doing  the  work  this  yeai 
at  about  6  [)er  cent,  less  than  it  was  done 
under  the  contract  of  1874.  We  have 
on  the  Printing  Committee  eight  or  nine 
practical  printers,  and  they  supposed 
that  the  printing  could  not  be  done  for 
less  than  the  rates  of  that  contract.  The 
reason  why  the  con ti-ac tors  were  led  to 
pay  large  sums  to  secure  the  work  at  a 
lower  rate  is,  that  they  had  sixty  or 
seventy  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  plant 
on  hand,  which  would  bo  comparatively 
valueless  if  they  failed  to  get  the  contract 
The  work  is  being  done  now  at  such 
rates  that  in  case  there  should  be  any 
material  advance  in  printers'  wages,  the 
contractors  must  lose  money.  The  com- 
mittee knew  nothing  of  these  irregular- 
ities; if  we  had,  we  would  have 
taken  a  difierent  course.  We  were 
so  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  these  parties  had  done  their 
work  that,  after  working  out  the 
difierent  tendera,  and  seeing  the  saving 
that  could  be  effected,  we  were  anxious 
to  award  them  the  contmct.  We  saw 
that  it  was  impossible  for  many  of  the 
parti«^  who  tendered  to  do  the  work. 
They  had  neither  the  plant  nor  capital 
necessary.  They  withdrew,  and  the 
contract  was  awarded  to  the  present  con- 
tractors. However,  you  will  have  the 
whole  matter  before  you  again,  and  I 
shall  merely  state  now  that  the  country 
has  not  lost  one  cent  by  the  irregularities 
complained  of 

Hon,  Mr.  BUREAU— This  is  not  the 
proper  time  to  enter  into  the  merits  of 
the  case.  The  motion  before  us  is  to 
instruct  the  committee  to  enquire  into  a 
certain  matter.  I  merely  wish  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  some 
omissions  which  I  observe  in  the  motion. 
I  would  ask  my  hon.  friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  if  this  is  the  same  as  the  resolu- 
tion which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Commons. 

•  Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS — Just  the  same, 
word  lor  word. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU— If  there  are 
any  omissions  in  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  I  think  it  is 
well  that  attention  should  be  called  to 
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them  now.  The  Secretary  of  State  in- 
forms US  that  some  difficulty  occurred  in 
connection  with  the  letting  of  the  con- 
tract last  year.  As  a  member  of  the 
Printing  Committee,  I  do  not  think  that 
we  deserve  censure  for  that  which 
occurred  then,  and  I  have  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  investigation  taking 
place  ;  but  how  can  we,  under  the  terms 
of  this  resolution,  get  the  records  of  the  ' 
court  at  Toronto,  in  which  the  trial  took 
j)lace  1  T  believe  it  is  important  that  we 
should  have  them  before  us.  I  also 
observe  that  the  usual  words  giving  the 
committee  power  to  send  for  per.^jons  and 
papers,  and  to  take  evidence  under  oath, 
are  omitted  from  this  resolution.  Under 
the  Act,  39  Vict.,  chap.  7,  passed  in  the 
year  1876,  I  observe  that  such  a  power 
can  be  conferred,  and  it  has  lyeeu  exer- 
cised by  committees  of  this  House 
which  investigated  matters  much  less 
important  than  this.  If  the  public  have 
been  defrauded  out  of  any  money,  what- 
ever the  amount  may  be,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  take  proper  steps 
to  annul  the  contract.  Then  there  is 
another  matter.  If  any  number  of  per- 
sons combine  to  obtain  by  illegal  means 
anything  from  another,  it  is  fraud  or 
conspiracy,  and  in  either  case  is  punish- 
able under  the  criminal  law.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  it  is  proper  that  the  com- 
mittee should  have  such  powers  as  I 
have  described  conferred  upon  it,  in 
order  that  all  the  facts  connected  with 
tte  matter  may  be  brought  out.  How- 
ever, I  leave  the  subject  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  When 
the  committee  meets  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  ask  for  the  powers  to  which  I 
have  referred  ;  but  I  thought  it  advis- 
able to  call  attention  to  these  facts  be- 
fore the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Printing  Committee,  I  am 
glad  that  this  matter  has  been  brought 
before  the  House.  Public  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  what  has  been  made 
to  appear  a  want  of  precaution  on  the 
part- of  that  Committee;  but,  as  the 
House  has  heard  from  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Woodstock,  no  injury  has  been  sus- 
tained by  the  country  in  consequence  of 
anything  that  took  place  in  the  letting 
of  the  contracts.  On  the  contrary,  the 
printing  service  is  being  performed  for 
Hon.  Mr,  Bureau, 


$35,000  less  than  heretofore.  Ot  course- 
the  withdrawal  of  tenders  and  the  award- 
ing of  contracts  should  be  guarded  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  but  the  fact  re- 
mains that  in  this  case  a  saving  of 
$35,000  has  been  effected. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— I  did  not  think 
it  advisable  at  the  present  time  to  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  case.  My  object 
was  to  leave  it  to  the  committee,  who 
could  investigate  it  and  report  the  result 
of  their  inquiries.  I  have,  of  course, 
my  own  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that, 
although  the  country  may  not  have  lost 
money,  the  committee  was  grossly  piis- 
led  by  some  parties  who  tendered.  No 
member  of  that  committee  knew  any- 
thing about  the  course  that  was  being 
pursued,  but  there  can  be  no  manner  of 
doubt  that  they  were  grossly  deceived. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The   House   adjourned    at    4  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 
Tuesday/,  March  2nd,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three- 
o'clock. 

After  prayers  and  routine  proceedings, 
there  being  no  notices  on  the  order 
paper,  the  House  adjourned  at  3.12 
p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  March  Srd,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

•    BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  following  Bills  were  introduced 
and  read  the  first  time  : — 

Bill  (28)  "  To  further  amend  ^An  Act 
respecting  the  security  to  be  given  by 
Officers  of  Canadji.'  "—(Sir  Alex.  Camp- 
bell.) 

Bill  (C)  "To  ameudand  consolidate  the 
laws  respecting  Indians." — (Mr  .Aikina.) 
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ST.  LAWRENCE  RIVER  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
Perhaps  it  would  be  convenient  at  this 
point  to  furnish  the  information  con- 
cerning the  improvemenit  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  asked  for  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Prescott  (Dr.  Brouse)  the  other 
day.  The  names  of  the  contractors  who 
had  the  improving  of  the  navigation  at 
the  Galop  Rapids  are  f  Da  vis  &  Sons, 
and^HO  far  as  i  am  informed  by  the  De- 
]>artment  the  hon.  gentUman  (Dr. 
Brouse)  is  in  error  in  supposing  that 
they  have  failed.  They  have  not 
failed,  and  are  ready  to  go  on 
with  the  work  in  the  spring.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  handed  over  to  the  con- 
tractors the  drilling  machinery  and  the 
chain  tug  which  was  built  to  enable  the 
work  to  be  done.  It  is  now  undergoing 
repairs  in  Montreal.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man wishes  to  know  what  depth  the 
Govemnent  desire  to  obtain.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  get  fourteen  feet  of  water  there. 
Then  my  hon.  friends  from  Victoria 
(Mr.  Ryan),  and  from  Hamilton  (Mr. 
Hope),  asked  about  the  other  obetruc- 
tions  in  the  river.  They  occur  at  Lakes 
St.  Francis  and  St.  Louis.  Several  ot 
them  are  described  in  one  of  the  para- 
gi'aphsofthe  report  made  in  1875  by 
Mr.  Page : — 

"  These  places,  in  descending  order,  are : — 

</lst.  Where  the  chamnol  at  present  usod 
crosses  from  the  south  to  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  above 
the  entrance  to  the  Galops  Canal  or  some 
other  channel  in  that  vicinity. 

<'  2nd.  At  a  few  isolated  places  in  Lake  ISt. 
Francis,  and  especially  within  a  stretch  of  one 
mile,  commencing  about  2,000  feet  above  the 
head  of  the  Beauhamois  Canal. 
•  **  3rd.  Near  the  lower  end  of  Lake  St.  Louis 
and  at  intervals  within  a  distance  of  about 
four  and  a  half  miles  above  the  upper  entrance 
of  the  Lachine  Canal,  in  the  vicinity  of  where 
the  light  vessels  are  at  present  moored. 

<t  These,  although  not  really  formidable 
obstructions,  are,  nevertheless,  of  such  a 
nature  that  their  removal  will  be  attended 
with  considerable  difiScuIty  and  expense,  in 
comparison  with  the  extent  of  work  to  be 
done." 

The  details  of  these  obstructions  will  be 
found  in  Mr.  Page's  report  for 
1875,  on  the  navigation  of  the  Biver 
St.  Lawrence,  pages  25  to  31,  in- 
clusive. The  cost  of  removing  them, 
so  as  to  obtain  fourteen  feet  of 
water  from  Prescott  to  Montreal,  is 
estimated  at  more  than  $5,000,000.  As 
BilU  Introduced, 


matters  now  stand,  nine  feet  of  water  is 
readily  obtained  at  all  those  points, 
e;ccept  at  a  very  low  stage  of  tho 
water. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN — Thei«  are  some 
obstructions  which  can  be  removed  at  a 
much  less  cost  than  the  estimate  men- 
tioned in  Mr.  Page's  report.  They  are 
of  such  a  nature  that  when  the  river  is 
low  their  removal  would  ensure  nine 
feet  of  water  at  all  seasons,  which  can- 
not now  always  be  obtained  in  the  fall. 
These  obstructions  cause  great  incon- 
venience to  vessels  coming  down  by  that 
route.  I  have  a  memorandum  here, 
shewing  where  these  obstructions  exist, 
and  I  will  put  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
proi>er  department,  if  they  wish  to  have 
it.  I  do  not  think  that  the  cost  will 
be  anything  like  that  which  Mr.  Page 
estimates  for  fourteen  feet  of  water.  A 
great  convenience  could  be  produced  at 
a  very  small  cost,  by  deepening  the 
channel  at  the  following  points  from  one 
foot  three  inches  to  one  foot  six 
inches  : — 

For  deepening  some  of  the  rapids  to 
about  1  foot  3  inches  to  1  foot  6  inches 
more  than  present  depth  of  water  : — 

FutST. — Commencing  at  Cotean  Rapids,  at  the 
head  of  the  Coteau  Island,  obstruction 
consisting  of  loose  boulders  easily  re- 
moved, at  moderate  expense,  distance 
not  great,  say  50«  feet  in  length. 

Second. — Obstruction  at  the  foot  of  the  Coteau 
Island,  consisting  of  flat  rocks  more 
expensive  than  the  preceding,  re- 
quiring blasting,  short  distance. 

Third. — At  Boccohayes  there  is  shallow  water, 
and  an  obstruction  consisting  of 
boulders,  easily  removed,  short  dis- 
tance. 

FoiTRTH. — At  i^lit  Rocky  flat  rock,  blasting  re- 
quired at  entrance,  distance  short. 

Fifth. — Leaving  Split  Rock,  obstruction  con-  - 
sisting  of  boulders,  easily  removed, 
distance  short.  Best  season  to  per- 
form the  work  in  the  foil  of  the  year. 
Additional  depth  required  about  ^  to 
^  all  through  the  above  places.  Ed- 
ward Ouillette,  pilot,  Laohine,  can 
designate  and  point  out  the  spots,  and 
the  mode  of  operating  this  work. 

HiXTH. — There  being  shallow  water  in  mid- 
summer, from  the  foot  of  Lachine 
Rapids  to  about  the  middle  of  Nun's 
Island,  and  the  channel  being  difficult 
of  finding  out  in  fogs,  or  late  in  the 
day,  when  darkness  commences  to  set 
in,  it  would  be  well  to  have  three  hxtoy* 
made  of  ordinary  cedar  posts,  anchored 
by  a  chain  so  as  to  keep  the  head  up. 
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painted  black,  with  a  small  part  of  the 
head  white,  t  fie  first  to  be  placed  at  the 
foot  of  the  Rapids^  a  short  distance  dowrij 
to  indicate  the  channel ;  the  next  one 'A 
little  south  of  the  head  of  Nun^s  Island j 
and  the  third  at  about  the  middle  of 
the  island,  all  in  the  channel. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  works  in  Lake  St.  Francis  alone  are 
estimated  at  $400,000.  ; 


Hon.    Mr.    RYAN— That  is  for  deep- 
ening the  channel   to  fourteen   feet.     I 
am  now   s{)eaking  of  obtaining   an  addi- 
tional  depth    of   from     one   foot   three 
inches  to   one  foot  six  inches.     There  is 
one   of  these   improvements  below  the 
liachine   Rapids,  near   Montreal,  which, 
if  carried   out,  would   greatly   facilitate 
the  arrival,  of  st^amera  and  propellei-s  in  ■ 
thick  weather,  or  late  in  the  evening.    If . 
I  might  be  allowed  to  submit  this  memo- 
randum  to   the    proper  Department,   I 
think  the  cost  of  the  improvements  will  , 
be  found  very  small  indeed,  while  the 
advantage  will  be  very  great  j 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL-- 
I  hope  my  hon.  Iriend  will  submit 
>it  to  the  Department  of  Railways  and 
Canals.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  esti- 
timate  which  I  have  mentioned  is  for 
fourteen  feet  of  water.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman speaks  of  nine  feet,  and  we  can 
have  an  estimate  made  of  the  expense 
which  that  would  involve. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN — It  did  not  appear, 
from  the  statement  made  by  the  hon. 
the  Miaister  of  Militia,  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  go  on  with  all  the 
improvements  embraced  in  Mr.  Page's 
report. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  — 
I  was  not  asked  tl^at.  However,  we 
have  no  intention  of  going  on  at  present 
with  the  deepening  ot  the  St.  Lawrence 
to  the  extent  recommended  in  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  Page — fourteen  f«et.  Per- 
haps when  the  estimate  is  made  of  the 
cest  of  the  improvements  su><gested  by 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Victoria  (Mr. 
Ryan)  something  may  be  done  in  that 
direction. 

ST.  VINCENT  DE  PAUL  PENITENTIARY. 
HOTIOK   FOB  A   RETUBN. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  moved  :— 

'<  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
^is  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  prajring 

Hon,  Mr,  Ryan, 


that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be  laid 
before  this  Hoa»e,  copy  of  the  report,  exclu- 
sive of  plans,  tables  and  book-keeping,  of  the 
CommisBioners  appointed  on  the  19th  of  July 
last,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  13  of  the 
Penitentiary  Act  of  1875,  with  inBtrnctions  to 
report  on  the  state  and  roaDagement  of  the  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  Penitentiary." 

He  said  (in  French) :  I  have  little  to  say 
in  offering  this  resolution,  except  to  thank 
the  hon.  Minister  of  Justic<^  for  having 
taken  steps  to  improve  the  management 
of  this  inscitution,  which  is  located  in 
the  county  from  which  I  come.  Soma 
ten  or  eleven  months  ago,  complaint  was 
made  to  the  hon.  Minister  against 
officials  in  the  Department  of  Justice. 
The  Minister  of  Justioe  at  once  appoint- 
ed a  commission  to  investigate  the 
matter,  and^  in  selecting  commissioners, 
displayed  such  good  judgment  ajs  to 
inspire  the  public  with  corfidence  th»t 
justice  would  be  done.  The  commis- 
sioners were  gentlemen  who  merited  that 
confidence,  and  my  desire,  in  moving 
this  resolution,  is  to  give  publicity  to 
their  report  to  the  Government. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELLr— 
There  is  no  objection  to  the  address,  and 
I  thank  the  hon.  gentleman  for  the  good 
opinion  that  he  luis  expressed  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice.  I  shall  make  it 
my  duty,  as  it  is  my  pleasure,  to  convey 
those  kind  expressions  to  him. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WINTER    COMMUNICATION    WITH 
PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

INQUIRY. 

Hon.Mr.HAYTHORNE  inquired  :— 
Have  the  Gevernment  decided  on  the 
removal  of  the  steamship  Northern 
LiglU  from  the  route  between  Pictoa  and 
Georgetown  to  that  between  the  Gapef 
Traverse  and  Tormentiae. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBBL1>— 
The  Government  have  not  decided  upon 
the  removal  of  the  vessel.  The  matter 
is  still  under  consideration,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  the  steamer  is  running  be- 
tween Georgetown  and  Pictou. 

CONTINGENT  ACCOUNTS. 
8ECQND  REPORT  OF  THB  GOICHITTSB. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  the  second  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Concingent  Accounts. 

The  motion  was  agreed  ta 
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BANK  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK  BILL. 
HECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  LEWIN"  moved  the 
fltcond  reading  of  Bill  (B)  respecting 
**  The  President,  Directors  and  Company 
^f  the  Bank  of  New  Brunswick."  He 
explained  that  the  bank  was  ineor- 
porated  by  the  Legislature  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  its  charter  would  expii-o 
on  the  Ist  of  May  nest.  The  firat 
clause  provided  for  an  extension  of  the 
charter ;  the  second,  to  allow  them  to 
hold  real  estate  to  the  same  extent  as 
other  banks ;  the  third,  to  change  the 
name  in  order  to  prevent  confusion. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
said  that  there  was  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  the  Bill,  but  the  clauses  ex- 
tending the  charter,  and  authorizing  the 
holding  of  real  estate,  should  be  amended 
in  the  Cemmittee  on  Banking  and  Com- 
merce, to  limit  the  extension  to  the  time 
when  other  bank  charters  woiild  expire, 
and  to  fix  the  amount  of  real  estate 
which  the  bank  could  hold. 

The  bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


MILITIA  LAWS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
SECOND    KEADINa 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  the  second  reading  of  Bill  (A), 
*'  To  further  amend  the  Aots  therein 
mentioned  respecting  the  Militia  and 
Defence  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada." 
He  said  :  This  Bill  proposes  to  amend 
the  existing  law  on  oae  or  two  points. 
The  most  important  is  in  referenee  to  the 
^enrolling  of  the  militia.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  Goveriiment,  under  the  present 
law,  to  hare  the  militia  enrolled  every 
five  years.  That  duty  womld  become 
obligatory  next  year  under  the  law  as  it 
now  stands,  and  an  item  would 
therefore  have  to  be  put  in  the  Esti- 
mates tbis  year  for  the  purpose.  That 
would  involve  an  expenditure  of 
$50,000,  and,  we  think,  as  the  census 
has  to  be  taken  next  year,  the  whole 
information  can  be  obtained  in  that  way 
without  this  expense.  As  there  is  no 
urgency  for  the  enrollment,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  postpone  it  lor  another  year. 
Another  clause  provides  for  the  using  of 
the  militia  as  guards  of  honor,  etc.  As 
the  law  now  stands,  there  is  ne  provision 
Eon.  Mr.  Miller. 


by  which  they  can  be  so  used,  and  it  is 
very  uncertain  by  what  right  there  is  a 
guard  of  honor  at  Bideau  Hall  now.  It 
is  certainly  better  to  give  them  the 
authority  of  the  law  in  the  execution  of 
their  duties  there,  in  the  case  of  disturb- 
ance by  any  evil-disposed  pereon,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind.  The  last  clause  is 
with  reference  to  the  establishment  of 
canteens  when  the  militia  are  in  camp. 
It  is  very  desirable,  and  tends  to  the 
promotion  of  order  and  discipline,  that 
there  should  be  canteens,  because  tkey 
are  within  the  camp,  and  it  is  safer  and 
better  than  allowing  the  militia  to  obtain 
what  they  want  elsewhere,  without  the 
restraints  that  discipline  involves.  My 
hon.  friend  opposite  (Mr.  ScOtt)  will  see 
that  there  is  a  provision  in  the  clause 
that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  shall 
not  be  disregarded. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER-If  the 
powers  asked  for  in  this  Bill  do  not 
already  exist  under  the  provisions  of  the 
General  Militia  Act,  it  is  very  proper 
that  they  should  be  granted,  and  we  are 
prepared  to  give  credit  to  the  Government 
for  that  clause  postponing  the  enrollment 
of  the  Militia  uitil  next  year,  whereby  a 
certain  sum  of  money  can  be  saved. 
With  regard  to  the  other  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  I  think  my  hon.  friend  must  feel  the 
impropriety  of  introducing  so  Many  small 
amendments  to  general  acts,  and  thus 
losuling  our  statute  books.  It  is  a  system 
which  is  very  inconvenient,  and  which,  if 
possible,  ought  not  to  be  extended.  With 
regard  to  the  remaining  clauses  of  the  Bill, 
I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  necessity  for 
them ;  all  those  powers  asked  for  already 
exist  under  the  general  Act.  I  ask  my 
hon.  friend  if,  on  any  occasion  when  the 
Govemor-Geiieral  has  traversed  any  part 
of  this  Dominion,  the  Government  had  not 
perfect  power  to  call  out  guards  of  honor  ? 
I  have  always  observed  tiiat  the  militia 
were  zealous  to  come  out.  I  believe 
that  the  Government  have  perfect  power 
to  call  out  any  corps  of  the  militia,  on 
the  opening  of  Parliament  or  as  an 
escort  to  Their  Excellencies  upon  any 
occasion.  There  is  no  corps  of  our  militia 
that  would  not  feel  a  just  pride  to  offer 
their  services  upon  such  occasions. 

Hon.    Mr.    MILLER— Under    what 
statute  does  my  hon.  friend  say  that  the 
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Government  have  the  power  to  call  out 
the  militia  for  sach  purposes  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Under 
the  General  Militia  Act  of  1868.  With 
reference  to  guards  of  honor,  I  claim  per- 
mission tx)  observe  that  the  militia 
should  make  a  creditable  appearance 
on  imj)ortant  occasions.  It  came 
within  my  notice  two  or  three  times 
when  the  Grovemor  -  Greneral  passed 
through  the  Province  of  Ontario  thiat 
two  or  three  of  the  guards  of  honor 
were  so  indifferently  clad  that  they 
themselves  were  ashamed  of  their  ap- 
pearance. Surely  the  Department 
should  provide  them  with  proper  clothing 
so  that  they  might  make  a  respectable 
appearance  upon  such  occasions.  I  throw 
out  the  hint  because  complaints  were 
made  by  members  of  the  force  that  it 
was  a  hardship,  when  they  were  willing 
to  give  their  time,  that  the  Militia 
Department  would  not  furnish  them  with 
clothing  in  which  they  might  appear  to 
advantage. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  have 
listened  with  some  surprise  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has 
just  resumed  his  seat.  I  might  very 
properly  have  left  it  to  some  other  hon. 
gentleman  who  is  connected  with  the 
military  service  to  reply,  but  it  so 
happened  that  I  attended,  thid  morning, 
a  meeting  of  the  Dominion  Rifle  Associa- 
tion, where  it  was  stated  most  positively 
by  the  president  and  another  gentleman 
who  was  present  that  the  efficiency  of 
the  Canadian  militia  was  superior  to  that 
of  the  militia  in  any  other  colony  of  the 
British  Crown.  This  was  stated  in  an 
authoritative  manner,  supported  by  a 
quotation  from  one  of  the  English  Quar- 
terly Reviews,  and  was  endorsed  by 
several  gentlemen  present.  If  I  had  not 
heard  it  myself  this  morning  I  would 
have  let  the  hon.  ^gentleman's  statement 
pass  sub  silerUio,  but,  having  heard  it,  I 
could  not  do  otherwise  than  let  this 
House  hear  the  other  side. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— My  surprise  at 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Woodstock  is  of  an  entirely  different 
character  from  that  expressed  by  the 
hon.  member  who  has  just  sat  down.  I 
am  surprised  that  tiie  hon.  Senator 
Hon.  Mr,  Miller, 


should  seek  to  deprive  His  Excellency,, 
and  the  persons  for  whose  benefit  this  Bill 
was  prepared,  of  the  protection  which  the 
law  would  throw  round  them  under  this 
Act.  Unless  the  hon.  gentleman  i^ 
prepared  with  his  authorities,  and  points 
out  the  particular  section  of  the  Act  of 
1868  which  gives  the  power  proposed  by 
this  Bill,  he  must  accept,  as  the  House 
will,  the  statement  of  the  leader  of 
the  Government  in  this  House  that 
the  present  law  does  not  give  that  pro- 
tection. This  Bill  is  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  power  to  the  militia  who  are  called 
out  to  guard  the  Vice-Regal  residence 
and  to  act  as  guards  of  honor  upon  other 
occasions,  to  preserve  the  peace  and  to  pro- 
tect those  high  personages  from  injury  er 
insult.  I  did  svppoHO  that  that  was  au 
object  which  would  have  met  with  the 
sympathy  and  support  of  my  hon.  friend 
from  Woodstock. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER.— I  have 
no  desire  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House,  but  I  may  say  that  I  can  under- 
stand the  statement  of  the  horn,  gentle- 
man from  Prince  Edward  Island  to  be 
strictly  tiue — that  the  militia  are  in  a 
perfectly  good  condition.  That,  how- 
ever, is  not  inconsistent  with  my  state- 
ment that  during  His  Excellency's  pro- 
gress thi-ough  the  country  there  were 
some  corps  who  were  so  shabbily  clothed 
that  their  appearance  was  not  creditable 
to  the  country.  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Department  of  Militia  to  see  that 
these  small  matters  are  attended  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— With  regard  to 
one  portion  of  the  Bill,  my  hon.  fiiend 
went  a  good  deal  further.  He,  a  lay- 
man, undertook  to  give  a  positive  con- 
tradiction to  the  Minister  of  Militia, 
who  is  a  lawyer,  by  saying  that  the  pre- 
sent law  was  sufficient  to  call  out  the 
forces  for  the  purposes  recited  in  the 
Bill.  I  think  the  hou.  gentleman  from 
Woodstock  should  not — especially  as  the 
leader  of  the  Hduso  is  i  legal  gentleman 
— make  such  a  statement  on  a  legal 
question  without  being  prepared  with 
some  authority  to  back  up  his  assertion. 
He  should  cite  the  law  to  the  House.  I 
presume,  as  the  hon.  member  does  not 
make  his  statements  rashly,  if  he  han 
not  got  it  now,  that,  when  the  Bill  comes 
before  the   Committee,  he  will  be   pre- 
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pared  to  show  by  authority  that  the 
present  law  makes  provision  for  ^hat  is 
contemplated  by  this  measure. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL^My 
hon.  friend  said  that  there  was  no  dil£- 
calty  in  getting  guards  of  honor.  T  did 
not  say  there  was  any  difficulty.  What 
I  said  was  that,  after  guards  of  honor 
were  obtained,  they  were  not  clothed 
with  legal  authority  to  act  in  certain 
emergencies.  For  instance,  a  guard  of 
honor  is  called  out  to  protect  this  place 
at  the  opening  and  prorogation  of  Par- 
liament, but,  should  a  disturbance  arise, 
they  could  not  do  their  duty  as  guards 
widiout  having  some  authority  to 
act.  Then,  with  reference  to  the 
uniforms  of  companies  which  have 
turned  out  as  guards  of  honor 
in  the  district  from  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman comes,  he  must  be  aware  that  the 
GoTernment  could  not  afford  to  issue 
new  clothing  to  guards  of  honor  wher- 
ever His  Excellency  or  a  member  of  the 
royal  family  may  happen  to  Iw,  in  visit- 
ing different  parts  ot  the  country.  The 
elothing  of  the  militia  is  distributed  to 
them  at  certain  periods.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  •  the  militia  turned  out  so 
shabbily  on  the  occasion  my  hon.  friend 
speaks  of,  but  I  have  no  doubt  they  had 
the  same  distribution  of  clothing  as  the 
militia  had  in  other  sections  of  the  Do- 
minion, and  it  only  shews  that  they  did 
not  take  as  good  care  of  them.  As  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Woodstock  has 
stated  that  this  Bill  is  unnecessary,  and 
tlkat  the  present  law  provides  the  powers 
asked  for,  I  think  he  is  bound  te  accept 
the  challenge  which  has  been  thrown  out 
by  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  and 
shew  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  this 
jnottsure. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  4.05  p.m. 


THE   SENATE. 
Thwrsday,  March  ^th,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

After  prayers  and  routine,  there  being 
no  notices  on  the  order  paper,  the  House 
adjourned  at  3.20  p.m. 
Him,  Mr.  MiUer. 


THESENATK 

Fridai/,  March  5th,  1880 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

PUBLIC  OFFICERS'  SECURITY  BILL. 
SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (28)  To  further  amend 
"  An  Act  respecting  the  security  to  be 
given  by  officers  of  Canada."  He  said  : 
Under  the  existing  law,  bonds  given  as 
security  for  public  officers  are  first  regis- 
tered at  length  in  the  Department  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  then  fyled  in  the 
Department  of  Finance.  A  good  deal 
of  inconvenience  and  unnecessary  waste 
of  time  have  resulted  from  this.  The  Bill 
before  the  House  provides  that  instead 
of  registering  the  bonds  in  the  Finance 
DepaHment,  they  shall  be  registered  in 
the  Department  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  after  which  they  shall  be  deposited 
in  that  Department.  This  is  the  only 
alteration — substituting  the  Department 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Finance 
Department. 

Ihe  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

MILITIA  LAWS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
IN   COUMITTEE. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
that  the  Bill  (A)  "  To  further  amend  the 
Acts  therein  mentioned  respecting  the 
Militia  and  Defence  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,"  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House. 

Hon.Mr.  ALEXANDER— The  leader 
of  the  Government  in  this  Chamber  ob- 
served yesterday  that  I  owed  it  to  my- 
self to  explain  to-day  upon  what  grounds 
I  founded  the  statement  that  this  Bill 
was  unnecessary.  Before  proceeding  to 
do  so,  T  would  crave  the  kind  permission 
of  the  House  to  make  some  observations 
respecting  a  speech  attributed  to  the 
learned  Senator  from  Amherst  (Mr. 
Dickey)  in  this  morning's  paper,  which  I 
unfortunately  did  not  hear  when  it  was 
delivered.  In  that  speech,  which  I  learn 
was  revised  by  the  hon.  member  himself 
before  it  went  to  press,  he  does  me  a 
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very  grave  wrong  and  injustice.  I  can- 
not believe  that  the  hon.  gentleman  did 
this  intentionally.  Perhaps  he  did  not 
hear  the  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  addressing  to  this  House,  although  I 
believe  they  were  heard  by  every  other 
member  who  was  present.  I  now  crave 
permission  to  read  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
8enatx)r  from  Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey), 
given  in  this  morning's  Citizen.  It  is  as 
follows : — 

^*  My  surprise  at  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  Woodstock  is  of  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent character  from  that  expressed  by  the 
hon.  member  who  has  just  sat  down .  I  am 
surprised  that  the  hon.  Senator  should  seek  to 
deprive  His  Excellency,  and  the  persons  for 
whose  benefit  this  Bill  was  prepared,  of  the 
protection  which  the  law  would  throw  round 
them  under  this  Act.  Unless  the  hon.  gen« 
tleman  is  prepared  with  his  authorities,  and 
points  out  the  particular  section  of  the  Act  of 
1868  which  gives  the  power  proposed  by  this 
Bill-  he  must  accept,  as  the  House  will,  the 
fltatt  inent  of  the  leader  of  the  Government  in 
this  iiouse  that  the  present  law  does  not  give 
that  protection.  TUs  Bill  is  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  power  to  the  militia  who  are  called 
out  to  guard  the  Yice-Begal  residence  and  to 
4u:t  as  guards  of  honor  upon  other  occasions, 
to  preserve  the  peace  and  to  protect  those 
high  personages  from  injury  or  insult.  I  did 
suppose  that  that  was  an  object  which  would 
have  met  with  the  sympathy  and  support  of  my 
hon.  friend  from  Woodstock.^' 

Now,  I  desire  to  ask  this  House  to  pro- 
nounce its  opinion  calmly.  Did  I  utter  one 
word  in  the  course  of  my  remarks  yester- 
day which  would  imply  that  I  did  not 
consider  it  obligatory  on  the  Government, 
as  It  was  in  their  power,  under  the 
general  Act,  to  do  that  which  the  patriot- 
ism and  loyalty  of  the  people  of  this 
country  always  loudly  demands  from  one 
end  of  the  Dominion  to  the  other,  name- 
ly, to  do  every  honor  to  the  Governor- 
Oeneval  and  Her  Koyal  Highness  the 
Marchioness  of  Lome,  whom  we  have 
now  the  honor  to  have  in  our  midst  ? 
The  speech  of  the  learned  Senator  from 
Amherst  is  ndt  worthy  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  is  an  old  parliamentarian,  and 
vhose  instincts  ought  to  be  those  of  one 
4x:cupying  the  high  position  of  a  Senator 
of  the  Dominion.  The  hon.  gentleman 
knows  well  that  he  cannot  name  a  mem- 
ber of  either  chamber  who  values  more 
highly  than  I  do  the  consideration  which 
has  been  shewn  this  Dominion  by  Her 
Majesty,  in  sending  to  this  country  the 
eldest  son  •f  one  of  the  greatest  ducal 
tfAmilies  of  the  North — a  family  which, 
Eon,  Mr.  Alexander. 


before  the  union  of  England  and  Seotland, 
was  more  powerful  at  times  than  the 
monarchs  of  Scotland,  and  the  learned 
Senator  would,  in  his  innocent  way,  hold 
me  up  to  contumely  by  the  remarks 
which  I  have  just  read  ! 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  regret  ex- 
tremely  that  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Woodstock,  (Mr.  Alexander)  has  allowed 
himself  to  be  persuaded  in  any  way  that 
any  remarks  of  mine  were  intended  to 
have  a  personal  application  to  himself  in 
the  way  of  reproach.  I  am  bound  to 
accept  the  hon.  gentlenan's  statement 
that  he  did  not  hear  my  speeoh — whioh, 
by  the  way,  is  correctly  reported — other- 
wise I  should  have  had  to  express  in 
much  stronger  terms  my  regret  that  he 
allowed  himself  to  be  impressed,  on^isecond 
thoughts,  that  it  was  intended  to  convey 
a  personal  imputation  against  himself. 
I  repeat  that  I  accept  his  explanation 
that  ho  did  not  hear  my  speech,  but  I 
did  hear  his,  and  I  heard  him  urge  in  the 
strongest  terms  that  this  Bill,  which  was 
intended  for  the  protection  of  those  high 
personages,  was  wholly  unnecessary.  I 
qualified  my  remarks  by  asking  him  to 
point  out  the  clause  in  the  Act  of  1S68 
that  gives  the  power  which  this  measure 
confers,  and  said  that,  otherwise,  the 
House  would  aecept  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Minister  ef  Militia  that  the  Bill  was 
necessary.  Other  gentlemen  referred  to 
the  matter  in  the  same  wai ,  and  yet  the 
hon.  Senator  insisted  that  the  Bill  was 
unnecessary.  That  is  the  reason  why  I 
felt  called  upon  to  express  my  sur- 
prise at  the  course  which  he 
took.  I  have  no  desire  to  get 
into  a  personal  altercation  with  the 
hon.  Senator  or  any  other  member  of 
this  House.  I  am  in  the  judgment  ol 
the  Senate  to  say  whether  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  making  personal  attacks  upon 
anyone.  I  may  express  my  opinions  on 
public  questions  strongly,  but  I  hope 
that  I  am  free  from  the  imputation  of 
having  attacked  anyone  personally.  I 
know  what  is  due  to  my  colleagues,  and 
it  is  due  to  the  hon.  Senator  from  Wood- 
stock (Mr.  Alexander)  to  say  that  in 
no  way  did  I  insinuate  or  attempt  to 
insinuate  anything  against  his  loyalty  or 
patriotism.  So  far  from  that,  I  was 
quite  persuaded  that,  from  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's frequent,  and  I  may  add,  almost 
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eKuberani  professions  of  thefie  kigh 
qoalities,  it  would  have  been  a  work  of 
supererogation  on  my  part  to  have  com- 
plimented him  ui^on  them,  or  in  any 
way  questioned  them,  and,  therefore,  I 
beg  to  assure  him  that  in  any  remarks 
which  I  made  I  desired  to  cast  no  reflec- 
tion whatever  upon  his  chivalrous  de- 
votion to  the  high  personages  referred  to. 
It  was  because,  on  his  part,  he  had  those 
feelings  of  patriotism  and  loyalty  that 
animate  every  gentleman  here,  much 
OS  we  may  difler  on  the  propriety  of 
constantly  obtruding  them,  that  I 
expressed  my  surprise  as  I  did,  and  I 
did  think  that  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
have  felt  himself  complimented  rather 
than  attacked  by  me.  There  was  no 
desire,  on  my  part,  to  refer  offensively  to 
the  hon.  member,  and  I  hope  he  is  satis- 
fled  with  the  statement  which  he  has 
made  and  will  be  equally  satisfied  with 
the  explanation  which  I  have  furnished. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  shall 
now,  with  respectful  deference  to  the 
House,  state  tke  grounds  upon  which  I 
expressed  the  opiaion,  yesterday,  that 
this  Bill  is  unnecessary.  I  And  in  the 
Statute  of  1868  (31  Vict.),  in  the  third 
subjection  of  clause  2,  the  following  : — 

'<  The  GU>vemor.General  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  make  such  orders  as  maj  be  necessary 
respecting  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  the 
Minister  of  Militia  and  Defence." 

I  find  again  in  the  64th  clause  of  that 
Act  that  the  active  militia  of  the  Domi- 
nion "  shall  be  subject  to  the  Queen's 
regulations  and  orders  for  the  army  of 
Her  Majesty."  Can  anything  be  clearer 
than  that  ?  Again,  in  the  97th  clause 
of  the  Act  I  find  the  following  : 

"  All  regulations  made  under  authority  of 
this  Act  shall  be  published  in  the  Canada 
Gazette^  and  when  so  published  bhall  nave  the 
force  of  law  as  fully  as  if  they  were  contained 
in  this  Act." 

And  now  I  will,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  read  from  the  regulations 
sanctioned  by  the  Minister  of  Militia 
under  the  Militia  Act.  The  304th  para- 
graph relates  to  "  Honors  and  Salutes." 
The  305th  paragraph  provides  for  a 
salute  of  19  guns  whenever  the  Governor 
General  opens  or  prorogues  Parliament, 
and  15  guns  when  a  lieutenant-Gbvemor 
opens  or  prorogues  a  LfOcal  Legislature. 
The  306th  clause  provides  for  the  pay- 
IIotL  Mr,  Dickey. 


nient  of  the  active  militia  for  firing 
salutes  and  furnishing  guards  of  honor; 
I  am  but  a  layman,  but  I  submit  to  the- 
legal  gentlemen  of  this  House,  could  any- 
thing be  more  clear  than  the  fact  that 
the  Militia  Law  of  1868  gives  the  Gov- 
ernment power  to  issue  such  regulations 
as  those  ?  I  niight  go  on  enumei-ating 
other  clauses,  but  I  have  quoted  enough 
to  justify  me  in  having  apjiealed  to  the 
House  to  express  its  opinion  whether 
this  amending  Act  is  necessary.  The 
Government  possess  the  power»  and  that 
power  has  been  acted  upon.  We  have  a 
militia  in  the  country  who  are  proud  to 
perform  those  duties  upon  every  occasion. 
They  have  no  greater  pleasure  than  to 
serve  on  occasions  when  the  Govenior- 
Gencral  is  traversing  the  country,  and, 
when  he  is  accompanied  by  the  daughter  . 
of  our  beloved  Queen,  their  pleasure  i» 
increased  a  thousand-fold.  My  opinion 
may  be  an  erroneous  one,  and  I  would 
not  for  a  moment  think  oi  moving  any 
amendment  to  the  Bill,  because  the 
leader  of  the  House  ought  to  know  » 
great  deal  more  than  I  do  about  a  ques- 
tion of  law,  but  I  have  considered  it  my 
duty  to  express  those  opinions,  which  I 
conscientiously  entertain,  with  all  defer- 
ence to  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— As  I  presume  I 
was  one  of  the  legal  gentlemen  to  whom* 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock 
referred  as  having  challenged  him  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  to  produce  hi* 
authority  for  the  position  he  assumed  on 
that  occasion,  1  consider  myself,  to  some 
extent,  addressed  by  him  in  his  present 
remarks.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that 
my  hon.  friend  has  taken  the  trouble  to 
submit  to  this  House  the  authorities, 
which  he  considered,  T  have  no  doubt, 
sufficient  to  justify  him  in  the  course  he 
pursued  on  that  occasion,  and  after  hear- 
ing him  read  the  Militia  Orders,  the 
House  will  not  be  surprised  at  his  taking 
the  position  he  did  when  the  Bill  was 
i^ead  the  second  time.  But  I  still  enter- 
tain the  opinion  that  there  is  no  authori- 
ty to  justify  the  hon.  gentleman  in  the 
position  he  then  assumed  and  yet  con- 
tends for,  and .  that  there  is  no  law  to 
sustain  the  Government  in  calling  out  the 
militia  on  such  occasions  as  are  contem- 
plated by  this  Bill.  '  My  hon.  friend  wa» 
led    into    a    mistake   which  I   am    not 
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at  all  surprised  that  a  layman  should 
fall  into.  He  has  not  examined  as 
oarefully  as  he  should  have  done  the 
terms  of  the  Statute,  or  he  would  have 
discovered  there  was  no  clause'  to  author- 
ice  the  makii^  of  the  militia  regulations 
he  had  read  to  the  House.  Had  he  done 
so  he  would  have  found  that  this  amend- 
ing Act  was  introduced  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  supplying  this  defect.  Such  regu- 
lations are,  at  the  present  time,  without 
any  authority  or  warrant  of  law.  The 
provisions  of  the  Militia  Act  justify  the 
calling  out  ot  the  militia  under  certain 
circumstances,  and  for  specitic  ))urposes. 
The  militia  force  is  the  creation,  the 
creature  of  the  Statute,  and  possesses  no 
authority  whatever  except  that  with 
which  it  is  clothed  by  the  Statute  creating 
•  it.  The  Statute,  as  I  said  before,  enum- 
erates certain  occasions  on  which  the 
militia  may  be  called  out.  Outside  these 
occasions  there  is  no  legal  authority  for 
calling  out  the  militia.  It  is  true  the 
Statute  gives  the  power  to  the  Governor 
in  Council  to  make  orders  and  regulations 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  law,  but  only 
for  the  carrying  out  of  such  objects 
as  are  specified  in  the  law,  end,  as 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  do  not 
already  exist  by  Statute,  it  requii-es 
statutory  |)Ower  for  the  Governor  in 
Council  to  make  regulations  on  these 
points.  The  Governor  in  Council  has  no 
legal  authority  to  call  out  the  militia  at 
the  opening  and  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the 
Governor -General,  or  to  guard  any 
armory.  If  any  regulations  have  hitherto 
been  made  by  the  Governor  in  Council 
for  calling  out  the  militia  for  such  pur- 
I)Oses,  they  are  vJtra  vireSj  and  they  have 
no  legal  effect.  If  I  am  not  very  much 
mistaken,  a  decision  was  given  by  some 
court  in  Ontario  last  year  which  may, 
perhaps,  have  been  the  means  of  calling 
the  attention  oi  the  Government  to  this 
subject.  I  know  the  decision  struck 
most  people  at  the  time  as  being  very 
extraordinary,  and  laymen  laughed  at  the 
idea  that  a  militia  man,  in  the  exercise  of 
his  duty,  acting  under  orders  from  his 
superior  oflS  cers,  should  be  guilty  of  tres- 
pass. But  the  fact  remains  that,  if  the 
law  did  not  authorise  the  militia  man 
to  be  there,  or  jjistify  his  command- 
ing officer  in  assigning  him  such 
a  duty,  he  was  just  as  much  a 
Hon  Mr,  Miller, 


trespasser  as  if  he  were  not  a  member  of 
the  militia.  It  is  because  the  law  at  the 
present  time  does  not  justify  the  making 
o{  these  regulations  that,  I  presume,  the 
Government  have  taken  the  very  reason- 
able course  of  supplying  a  very  palpable 
deficiency  in  the  Statute.  I  do  not  know 
how  far  it  is  expedient  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment all  the  authority  asked  for  in  this 
Bill.  I  do  not  know  how  wise  it  is  to 
give  the  Government  authority  to  call 
out  the  militia  "  upon  any  other  occa- 
sion on  which  it  may  be  considered  pro- 
|)er  by  the  Governor-General  in  Council 
by  special  order  in  that  behalf."  It  is 
giving  them  a  very  extended  power, 
which  may  bo  a  very  necessary  one  ;  but 
I  should  certainly  rather  see  that  sub- 
section of  the  second  clause  not  included 
in  tha  Bill.  However,  this  is  not  the 
time  to  make  any  objection  of  that  kind, 
and  I  do  not  intend  to  rai3e  it  now.  I 
hope  my  hon.  friend  will  see,  from  the 
few  remarks  I  have  made,  that  when  he 
opposed  this  measure  he  labored  under 
a  great  mistake  as  to  the  present  state  of 
the  law. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
— My  hon.  friend  from  Richmond  spoke 
of  his  argument  as  **  imperfect,  *'  but 
I  think  it  is  a  very  complete  and 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the  neces- 
sity of  this  Bill.  I  will  not,  there- 
fore, enlarge  upon  it  at  all,  but  will 
simply  mention  the  circumstance  under 
which  the  necessity  of  the  Bill  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Depart- 
ment. It  was  the  very  case  to 
which  the  hon.  Senator  from  Richmond 
alluded,  and  occurred  in  London,  On- 
tario, on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  Her 
Royal  Highress  the  Princess  Louise, 
last  supmer.  A  detachment  of  militia 
wa?  called  out  on  that  occasion  and  di- 
rected to  prevent  persons  from  crossing 
the  street  until  the  Vice-Regal  party  had 
passed.  Carrying  out  this  order,  one  of 
the  militia,  either  a  sergeant  or  a  private, 
stopped  a  person  who  was  crossing  the 
j  road  and  said  to  him,  "  My  orders  are 
to  prevent  anyone  passing  here."  This. 
.  tlie  man,  who  was  an  official  of  the  town 
j  of  London,  pooh  -  poohed,  and  tried 
to  pass  on.  When  the  militiaman 
brought  his  rifle  to  port,  the  official 
pushed  it  to  one  side  and  walked  through. 
Afterwards,  the   man  who   had  persisted 
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in   crossing  the   8ti*eet  brought   up  the 
militiaman    before   a    magistrate    on    a 
charge  of  assault,  and   had  him  fined  a 
dollar  or   two   and   costs,   although  the 
militiaman  had  acted  in  striot  pursuance 
of  his  order.     The  fine  was  paid  and  ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  Department  of 
Militia  to  compensate  the  militiaman  for 
loss  of  time  and  expenses.     The  matter 
came  before  me    shortly  after    I   teok 
charge  of  the  Department,  bjhI  I  directed 
that  the  amount   should  be  paid — some 
thirty  dollars.     The  anomaly  of  the  posi- 
tion presented  itself  strongly  to  me,  and  I 
submitted  it  to  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
and,  the   whole   question    having    been 
considered   by   him,  it   was  ascertained 
that     the     militia     order     which      so 
yery  naturally     misled    the    hon.    Sen- 
ator   from      Woodstock     was     without 
authority,      and      that     the     sanction 
of  the  law   was    required  to   clothe  the 
militia   force   with   the    powers    which 
they  required  to  carry   out  such  orders. 
Of  course,  when  you   dress   a  man   in 
uniform  and  put  a  musket   in  his  hand, 
you  do  not,  by  the  simple  fact,  make  him 
anything  moi*e  than  a  citizen.      'J'ake, 
for  instance,  the  guard  of  honor  for  the 
purpose  of  lining  the   steps  of  this  build- 
ing when  the  Govemor-Gteneral  comes 
to  open  Parliament.     Suppose  an  unruly 
person,  or  three  or  four  unruly  persons, 
should  try  to  push  through  the  line,  and 
the  ifiilitiamen   should   resist  them,  the 
latter  could  be   brought  before  a  magis- 
trate on  the  charge  of  assault,  and  fined. 
'There     is    no    defence,     because    they 
would  iiot  be  there  for  purposes  legalized 
by  Statute.     They  can  be  called  out  for 
drill,  to   suppress  a  riot,   or  to  quell  an 
insurrection.  In  these  three  cases  author- 
ity is  given  to  call  them   out,  and  the 
officer       in       charge       acquires       the 
necessary  legal  right  to  command  oyer 
the  men,  which  he    does  not  possess  if 
they  are  called  out  for  purposes  not  author- 
ized by  law,  and,  without  this  legal  sanc- 
tion, tiie  men  might  disobey   and  disci- 
pline be  impossible.     You  require,    in 
the  first  place,  the  sanction  of  the  law  to 
maintain  and  to  give   the    officers   the 
necessary  right  to  command  the  soldiers  ; 
-and  you  require,   also,   the  authority  of 
the  law  to  enable  tho  soldiers  to  cany 
out  those  orders,  as  against  unruly  per- 
sons, and  it  is  a  happy  thing  for    us  all 
lihat  the  sanction  of  the  law  is   i*equired 
Bon.  Sir  Alex.  CampbelL 


in  such  oases.  Tho  hon.  Senator  from 
Woodstock  has  fallen  into  a  yery  natural 
en*or,  but  lam  sure  that  when  he  looks 
further  into  the  matter  he  will  say  that 
militiamen  require  the  sanction  of  the 
law  to  discharge  their  duties.  Although 
the  General  Orders  he  has  read  do  pro- 
vide for  calling  out  guardb  of  honor, 
the  sanction  of  law  is  wanting,  and  it  is 
because  the  courts  have  so  decided  in 
the  case  which  has  been  referred  to,  and 
the  Minister  of  Justice's  expression  of 
opinion  that  such  legislation  is  necessary, 
that  this  BOl  ha^  been  introduced. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— The  ex- 
plana tion  is  in  every  way  satisfactory, 
and  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  stat- 
ing so.  Of  course,  my  objection  was 
the  result  of  an  error  which  I  fell  into 
from  not  knowing  those  facts. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee, 
Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery  in  the  chair. 

The  Ist  clause  of  the  Bill  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  2nd  clause  :  *'  Certain  cases  in 
which  the  active  militia  may  be  called 
out," 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  moved  that  sub- 
section "  d "  authorizing  the  Governor 
in  Council  to  call  out  the  militia  *'  upon 
any  other  occasion  "  be  struck  out. 

Hon.  SirALBX.  CAMPBELL  said 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment. 

On  the  '4th  clause  :  "  Canteens  may 
be  oiiened  in  camps  of  the  active  militia 
in  certain  cases  and  under  certain  regu- 
lations,'' 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  expressed  a  desire 
to  know  what  his  hon.  friend  from 
Sarnia  thought  of  it     (Laughter.) 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL  said,  so  far  from 
thinking  that  clause  of  Uie  Bill  should 
come  out,  lie  considered  it  a  yery  im- 
portant one.  In  his  judgment  that,  alone, 
would  haye  been  sufficient  to  justify  the 
introduction  of  the  measure.  If  it  were 
not  for  this  canteen  clause,  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  restrain  young  men 
when  called  out  on  duty  from  indulging 
in  intoxicating  drinks  when  they  had  ne 
restrictions  placed  upon  them.  This  Bill 
provided  for  the  maintenance  of  canteens 
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within  the  limits  of  the  camp,  and  it 
prevented  liquor  from  being  sold  to  the 
men,  except  under  proper  restrictions. 

The  clause  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 
Bill  as  amended. 

The  report  was  received,  and  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX. CAMPBELL  moved 
that  the  Bill  be  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  would  like  to 
ask  my  hon.  friend  how  far  this  provision 
goes :  *^  Provided  also  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  authorise  the  sale 
of  liquors  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Canada  Temperance  Act  of  1878." 
That  does  not  mean,  of  eourge,  to  extend 
the  operation  of  the  Canada  Temperanee 
Act  to  places  whei*e  it  has  not  been 
brought  into  force  by  the  vote  of  the 
people  1 

Hon.  air  AI.EX.  CAMPBELL— No. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL.— The  Canada  Tem- 
perance Act  is  not  in  force,  except  where 
it  has  been  established  by  proclamation, 
after  its  adoption  by  vote  of  the  people. 

Hoa.  Mr.  MILLER— If  we  found  that 
the  result  of  this  Bill  was  to  bring  into 
operation  provisions  of  the  Canada  Tem- 
perance Act  in  an  iadirect  manner,  it 
would  be  rather  an  unfair  way  of  doing 
it.  I  do  not  mean  te  say  it  would  have 
that  effect^  but  certainly  it  is  worthy 
of  consideration  before  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill,  esi)ecially  as  it  has  been  so 
readily  accepted  bj  my  hon.  fviend  from 
Sarnia. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— The  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  Richmond  must  greatly  hare 
misunderstood  my  character  and  purpose 
to  imagine  that  I  would  resort  to  any 
unfair  means  to  promote  tlie  temperance 
cause. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — I  assure  my  hon. 
friend  that  I  do  not  impute  any  question- 
able motive  to  him,  but  temperance  men, 
in  the  furtherance  of  their  policy,  are 
sometimes  disposed  to  consider  that  the 
end  justifies  the  means,  and  I  would 
hardly  eare  to  trust  the  hon.  gentleman 
Hon.  Mr.  VidaX. 


and  his  frien J,:}  if  they  could  benefit  their 
cause  by  a  sly  enactment. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— The  House  will 
recollect  the  alacrity  with  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Sarnia  expressed  the 
very  greatest  pleasure  at  seeing  this  very 
provision,  and  he  said,  in  fact,  that  if 
there  was  nothing  else  in  the  Bill, 
that  clause  was  quite  sufficient  to 
recommend  it  to  him.  Now,  if  this 
clause  means  nothing  more  than  liquor 
shall  not  be  sold  except  in  places  where 
it  is  not  prevented  by  the  Canada  Tem- 
perance Act,  then  it  is  entirely  sa|ier- 
fluous.  It  is  the  anxiety  of  the  hon. 
geatleman  from  Saroiato  have  theelause 
adopted  that  has  aroused  the  suspicion  of 
my  hon.  friend  from  Richmond — and  I 
share  with  him  that  suspicion -^that  under 
it  the  sale  of  liquor  may  be  prevented 
where  the  Canada  Tempei*ance  Aet  is  not 
in  force.  1  think  the  hon.  gentleman 
should  consider  the  clause  well  before  he 
gives  his  unqualided  approval  to  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL-— I  expressly  stated 
that  my  approval  was  of  the  bri^^ging  of 
those  canteens  under  the  control  of  the 
officers  within  the  camp,  so  that  the  men 
would  not  be  exposed  to  the  temptationa 
they  would  otherwise  have  if  the  canteens 
were  outside  the  camp.  As  to  the  other 
proviso  of  the  clause,  I  do  not  attach  the 
least  weight  to  it.  My  belief  is  that,^ 
wherever  the  Temperance  Act  of 
1878  is  in  operation,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  camp  in  such  a  district 
would  not  interfere  with  the  existing 
law.  T  must  repudiate  the  insinuation 
thrown  out,  not  only  against  myself,  but 
against  other  temperance  men,  that  we 
^Quld  resort  to  any  means  that  would  not 
bear  investigation  in  this  House  or  before 
the  world  to  further  our  cause. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  must  compli- 
ment  my  hon.  friend  upon  his  extreme 
liberality,  as  he  is  quite  willing  to  allow 
liquor  to  be  sold  to  officers  and  men  in 
the  canteens  on  certain  conditions. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  am  inclined  to 
doubt  the  constitutionality  of  this  Act  as 
interfering  with  the  Municipal  License 
Act.  On  the  third  reading  I  shall  mov«^ 
an  amendment  to  this  clause.  I  should 
rather  think  that  in  these  canteens  liquor 
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sbould  not  be  sold  at  aU,  when  our 
militia  are  called  out  for  annual  dril]. 
It  should  not  be  made  an  occasion  for 
a  summer  holiday  and  jollification. 
Heretofore,  officers  and  men  in  numer- 
ous instances  have  opposed  the  introduc- 
tion of  canteens  into  the  camp,  as  their 
tendency  is  f!b  demoralise  the  men.  The 
effect  of  the  introduction  of  liquora 
amongst  a  large  body  of  men  assembled 
in  camp,  who  are  not  subject  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  regular  troops,  and  who  are 
Accustomed  to  the  gratification  of  their 
own  wishes  on  all  occasions,  will  lead  to 
more  or  less  demoralization.  I  should 
like  my  hon.  friend  who  has  charge  of 
the  Bill  in  this  House  to  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  wise  to  do  away 
with  the  canteens  on  such  occasions. 
The  men  will  get  liquor  in  the  neighbor- 
ing towns  wherever  they  are  in  camp, 
aud  1  do  think  we  should  not  give  un> 
due  facilities  in  the  direction  of  intem- 
perance. On  reading  the  clause  it  seems 
to  convey  a  desire  that  the  commanding 
officers  should  be  clothed  with  authority 
to  allow  liquor  to  be  sold  in  canteens. 
In  frequent  instances  canteens  have  not 
been  allowed  within  the  area  where 
troops  were  encamped.  I  give  notice 
now  that,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill, 
I  shall  propose  such  an  amendment  as  to 
debar  the  officers  from  having  canteens 
ia  which  any  liquor  is  fiTold  on  a  oamp 
ground. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
am  Tery  glad  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
will  bring  the  temperance  part  of  the 
question  up  on  the  third  reading.  To  us 
who  are  in  the  opposite  camp,  of  course, 
it  ia  a  matter  of  regret  to  see  this 
division  between  the  hon.  Senator 
opposite  (Mr.  Scott)  and  the  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Vidal)  behind  me.  But,  as  I 
am  obliged  to  take  one  side  or  the  other, 
my  convictions  are  decidedly  with  my 
hon.  friend  from  Sarnia.  It  is  far  safer 
and  better  to  put  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  under  the  order  which  obtains  in 
eamp,  and  which  could  not  possibly  be 
enforced  outside  of  the  camp.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Scott)  believes  that  it  would  be  pos- 
tible,  where  yon  get  three  or  four 
thouaand  men  together  in  camp,  to 
prevent  them  resorting  to  the  use 
of  liquor,  and  when  they  procure 
Han.  Mr,  Scoit. 


it  outside  of  the  camp  they  are 
subject  to  much  greater  temptations 
than  if  they  can  procure  it  at  a 
canteen,  under  the  rules,  regulations 
and  authority  of  the  military  officers 
in  command.  The  practice  which 
obtains  in  the  regular  army,  under 
such  circumstances,  is  more  likely  to 
result  in  reasonable  temperance  among 
the  soldiers.  I  am  convinced  from  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  gentleman  behind 
me  (Mr.  Vidal)  that  it  is  a  valuable 
clause  which  puts  the  sale  of  liquor 
under  the  discipline  of  the  camp.  I 
think  the  proviso  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  clause  necessary  j  because  in  this 
Act,  which,  my  hon.  friend  will  re- 
member, was  passed  subsequently  to 
the  Temperance  Act  that  has  been 
quoted,  we  are  allowing  the  can- 
teens to  be  used  where  camps  are 
established,  and,  therefore,  it  might  be 
supposed  that  it  that  proviso  were  not 
there,  there  would  be  a  repeal,  by  intent, 
of  the  temperance  law.  Hence  the 
proviso  is  well  introduced  by  the 
Minister  of  Justice  to  prevent  the  sale 
of  liquor  where  the  Temperance  Act  is 
in  force.  As  to  the  point  raised  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Scbtt) 
I  shall  be  happy  to  discuss  it  with  him 
on  Monday,  and  I  trust  that  the  House 
will  not  agree  with  him  in  the  con- 
clusions at  which  he  has  arrived,  but 
will  agree  with  me  that  we  are  more 
likely  to  have  reasonable  temperance, 
order  and  decorum  in  a  camp  by  placing 
the  sale  of  liquor  under  the  discipline  of 
the  service. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT—  Will  my  hon. 
friend  answer  the  question  which  I  put 
to  him  as  to  the  present  practice — 
whether  it  is  the  practice  for  the  com- 
manding officer,  under  the  existing  law, 
to  establish  canteens  % 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL —I 
cannot  answer  that  question ;  I  am  not 
sure  upon  that  point,  but  I  think  it  is 
the  practice. 

Hon,  Mr.  VIDAL  —I  have  to  repu- 
diate all  the  merit  which  the  hon.  th» 
Minister  of  IViilitia  attributed  to  me, 
because  I  have  been  misunderstood  if  he 
supposed  that  I  would,  ander  any  circum- 
stances, tolerate  the  sale  of  that  which  I 
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believe  to  be  injunous,  wholly  and 
«lwajs.  My  sympathy  is  entirely  with 
the  hen.  Senator  from  Ottawa,  and  I 
assure  him  that,  if  he  moves  on  the  third 
reading  an  amendment  such  as  he  has 
suggested,  he  shall  have  my  support  at 
all  events.  I  had  au  idea  that  a  canteen 
was  a  place  where  tea,  sugar,  coffee  and 
soap  were  sold.  I  thought,  of  coume, 
that  liquor  would  be  sold  also,  but  that 
if  it  was  lawful  to  sell  liquor,  it 
was  better  that  it  should  be  under  con- 
trol. At  the  same  time,  if  we  can,  by 
any  means,  get  into  the  law  a  prohibition 
which  does  not  exist  at  present,  it 
would  be  the  greatest  benefit  we  could 
x^onfer  upon  the  defenders  of  our  country 
who  meet  together  for  diill ;  and  I  can 
assure  my  hon.  friend  from  Ottawa  that 
it  shall  have  my  cordial  support  at  all 
events. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER~My  hon.  friend  | 
from  Sarnia  would,  I  think,  have  been  | 
•only  fair  had  he  given  me  the  credit  of 
the  good  result  which  was  likely  to  fol- 1 
low  from  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Senator  ! 
from  Ottawa.  Knowing  as  I  did  the  j 
strong  views  entertained  by  the  hon.  gen- 1 
ileman  on  the  subject,  and  knowing  that 
this  clause  introduced  into  the  militia 
law  a  provision  for  legalizing  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  at  meetings  of  the 
militia  force,  I  thought  my  hon.  friend 
«ould  certainly  not  have  had  his  atten- 
tion properly  called  to  the  Act,  or  he 
would  not  have  expressed  himself  in  the 
way  he  did  when  he  rose  to  answer  my 
observations.  Ue  was  not  satisfied  with 
merely  endoi-sing  the  Act,  but  he 
took  the  trouble  to  read  a  portion  of  the 
clause  he  referred  to,  and  he  gave  it  his 
warm  approval.  Not  only  that,  but  he 
rather  threw  out  some  insinuations  against 
this  side  of  the  House  while  compliment- 
ing himself  on  his  own  superior  virtue, 
^  perhaps  gentlemen  of  my  profession 
would  be  more  likely  to  do.  But  I  do 
not  think  it  was  meeting  me  in  the  way 
J  deserved  to  be  met,  for  the  very  timely 
«Hd  friendly  manner  in  which  I  called  his 
Attention  to  a  matter  in  which  he  was 
deeply  interested.  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Ottawa  have  had  the  effect  of  bringing 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  his  proper 
views  upon  this  question,  and  to 
41  much  better  frame  of  mind. 
Hon.  Mr.  VidaL 


I  do  not  believe  that  it  would  be  very 
wise  to  introduce  this  provision  into  the 
law.  I  do  not  think  it  should  be  there. 
The  traffic  is  bad  enough  on  occasions 
when  large  bodies  of  men  are  congregated 
together  for  militia  purposes,  but  it  is 
worse  than  bad  if,  by  an  enactment  of  this 
kind,  you  lec^alize  the  selling  of  lii|uor 
among  Uiem  in  canteens,  and  if  my  hon. 
friend  from  Ottawa  will  propose  an 
amendment  to  the  Act,  such  as  he  has 
given  notice  of,  I,  for  one,  shall  be  happy 
to  vote  for  it,  regardless  of  what  position 
my  hon.  friend  from  Sarnia  may  take 
upon  the  question. 

The  House  adjourned  at  4.15  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Monday,  March  8lh,  1880. 

The   Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

After  prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

BILL   INTRODUCED. 

Bill  (2)  "To  repeal  the  Acts  respect- 
ing insolvency  in  force  in  Canada." 


THE  ACCIDENT    TO  THE  VICE-REOAL 
PARTT. 

REPLY  TO  THE  JOINT  ADDRESS. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBBU. 
brought  down  the  following  Message 
from  His  Excellency  the  Grovemor- 
Greneral : — 

<<  QoVBRmCBRT  HoUSIr 

<<  Ottawa,  6th  March,  1680. 
<<  HonorahU  OeniUmen  qf  the  Senate  ; 

'<  Oentlemen  q/*  the  Bcuee  qf  Commoru  : 

<<  I  much  regret  that  the  Princess  is  unable 
to  receive  with  me  in  person  the  Joint  Address 
you  do  me  the  honor  to  present  to  me  to-day. 

<*  The  concern  you  express  for  the  injniief 
she  lately  received  when  on  her  way  to  tha 
Benate  Chamber,  the  sympathy  shewn  on  hear- 
ing of  the  accident,  fuid  the  satisfaction  ex- 
pressed on  learning  that  the  evil  results  are 
now  &8t  disappearing,  give  to  us  a  token  of 
your  kindness  which  nas  been  deeply  felt  by 
her. 

**  Daring  the  time  she  has  been  in  Canada 
she  has  received  from  tlie  people  of  this 
country  constant  marks  of  their  chivalrous  and 
generous  affection.  She  bids  me  tell  you, 
what  I  know  to  be  the  simple  tmth,  thai  she 
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IB  very  sensible  of  these,  and  feels  herself 
"happy  in  having  come  here,  and  in  being  the 
-occasion  of  the  manifestation  of  the  love  of  a 
loyal  and  united  people  for  the  Queen  and  the 
Empire. 

<*  It  will  be  her  pride,  while  in  Canada,  to 
deTote  herself  to  the  interests  of  the  people 
i^bo  have  before  them  so  great  a  future,  and  in 
whose  hearts  it  will  be  her  earnest  wish  to  And 
.an  abiding  place. 

"  LOSNB." 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — ^I  am  sure  we 
are  all  very  well  pleased  to  Lear  that 
Address  read,  but  we  have  already  seen 
it  in  the  newspapers. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— It 
was  brought  down  on  Friday,  after  the 
"Senate  had  adjourned.  It  was  presented 
in  the -other  House  on  that  day  because 
they  sat  longer  than  we  did. 

ACCIDENTS    ON  THE   INTERCOLONIAL 
RAILWAY. 

INQUIRY. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  inquired  of  the 
Oovernment : — 

Ist.  What  were  the  exact  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  serious  accident  on  the 
Intercolonial  Railway  on  the  29th  ultimo  ? 

2ifd.  What  was  the  exact  nature  of  the 
accident  and  of  the  damage  done  ? 

Sid.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  to  have  an 
inyestigation  as  to  said  accident  ? 

He  said  :  The  next  morning  after  I  had 
giyen  notice  of  this  inquiry,  a  despatch 
appeared  in  the  Ottawa  Citizen,  coming 
from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Interco- 
lonial Railway,  which  professed  to  give 
all  the  information  asked  for ;  and  in 
order  to  make  the  meaning  of  my  inquiry 
more  clear  to  the  Government  and  this 
Chamber,  T  should  like  to  point  out  in 
what  particulars  this  despatch  does  not 
<50nvey  the  information  I  have  asked  for. 
As  to  my  tirat  question,  the  reason  given 
in  this  letter  is  as  follows  : — 

<•  The  principal  &cts,  so  &?  as  obtained  at 
present,  appear  to  be  that  the  special  freight 
train  got  stuck  in  the  snow  about  one  mile 
south  of  Tartaque,  as  there  had  been  a  very 
heavy  storm  the  previous  night.  The  signals, 
put  oat  by  the  conductor  to  protect  the  rear  of 
his  train,  not  being  far  enough  out,  No.  33 
tiain  ran  into  the  delayed  train.  The  damage 
by  this  collision  was  very  slight  indeed.  The 
conductor  of  No.  33  train  sent  out  signlds  to 
protect  the  rear  of  his  train,  but  the  engine 
driver  of  the  m^l  special  following  does  not 
appear  to  have  seen  them  until  too  late,  and 
Ibis  caused  the  second  collision." 

Reply  to  Address, 


It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  snow 
storm  was  a  heavy  one — it  certainly  was 
not  known  here  as  a  heavy  one  ;  and  it 
is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  remainder 
of  the  journey  was  accomplished  without 
interference  from  snow.  Reports  from 
other  sources  would  indicate  that  there 
was  not  a  heavy  snow  fall.  And  pas- 
sengers who  came  over  the  road  in  the 
next  train  state  that  the  cause  of  the 
stoppage  of  the  train  was  that  the  engine 
gave  out.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
must  have  been  a  very  grave  neglect  of 
duty  on  the  part  of  some  one,  or  such  an 
accident  could  not  have  happened.  No. 
33  freight  train  was  not  very  far  ahead 
of  the  one  following  it.  It  was  known 
at  Oampbellton,  when  the  second  train 
left  there,  that  the  first  was  only  a  short 
distance  ahead,  and,  if  ordinary  pre- 
cautions had  been  observed  when  No. 
33  stopped,  and  a  man  sent  back  a  suffi- 
cient distance  to  signal  the  comins(  train, 
No.  33  wouhl  not  have  been  run  into. 
Then  Mr.  Pottinger  goes  on  to  say  that 
the  mail  train  came  along,  and  that  for 
some  i-eason  or  other  the  engineer  did  not 
see  the  signals  put  out  to  stop  him  until 
it  was  too  late.  While  it  is  possible 
that  one  mistake  might  have  been  made, 
and  no  one  have  been  seriously  to  blame, 
it  is  rather  too  much  to  ask  us  to  believe 
that  the  two  accidents  could  have 
occurred  if  proper  percautiens  had  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  advancing  train 
from  running  into  the  wreck,  or  if  there 
had  not  been  some  grave  fault  on  the 
part  of  the  employ^  on  the  road.  For 
that  reason,  it  is  necessary  and  desirable 
that  some  accurate  information  should 
be  obtained.  The  second  inquiry  is  as 
to  the  amount  of  damages  done  and  the 
nature  of  the  accident.  Mr.  Pottinger's 
despatch  says  that  '^  the  trains  were 
hauled  out  of  the  way  and  placed  on 
sidings,  and  the  track  was  cleared  at  6 
p.m.  Yestei^ay  the  mail  train  was 
quite  uninjured,  with  the  exception  of 
the  engine.  There  is  only  one  engine 
damaged,  and  that  only  slightly."  Now, 
it  seems  to  me  to  l>e  rather  strange  that 
if  there  was  almost  no  injury  done,  and 
if,  as  Mr.  Pottinger  says,  "  the  track  is 
not  damaged  in  the  slightest,  not 
a  single  rail  being  disturbed,"  the 
train  should  have  been  delayed  nin« 
hours  at  that  place.  If  only  one  of  three 
engines  was  injrred,  and  that  *'  slightly," 
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it  does  not  seem  to  me  tliat  so  long  a 
delay  was  necessary.  Mr.  Pottinger 
represents  that  the  whole  damage  does 
not  amount  to  more  than  $2,000.  I 
should  hesitate  to  accept  tliat  estimate  as 
a  correct  one,  not  that  I  think  that  the 
statement  made  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers that  the  damage  amounts  to 
§60,(»00  should  be  relied  upon  as  being 
accurate.  I  think  we  should  have  full 
and  accurate  information.  Mr.  Pottinger 
says  that  steps  have  been  taken  to  have  an 
investigation,  and  I  may  say  that,  if  I 
had  Seen  his  despatch  before  putting  this 
notice  on  the  order  paper,  I  would  not 
have  asked  the  question,  although  I  do 
not  think  the  despatch  gives  a  very 
accurate  account  of  what  has  occurred. 
I  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
leader  of  the  Government  to  one  part  of 
this  despatch.  Mr.  Pottinger  says :  "  the 
accident  is  one  of  those  to  which  all  rail- 
ways are  liable  at  intervals,  and  under 
the  late  management  there  were  several 
of  a  similar  kind,  but  in  which  the 
damage  was  much  more  extensive."  It 
must  strike  every  hon.  gentlemen  in  this 
House  that  this  is  a  rather  curious  pas- 
sage to  occur  in  the  despatch  of  a  subordi- 
nate officer  giving  information  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  an  accident  has  occurred. 
I  can  readily  understand  that  langueige 
like  that  of  the  latter  part  of  the  des- 
patch might  very  properly  be  used  as  an 
argument  by  any  hon.  gentleman  who 
supports  the  Government  in  this  House, 
in  defending  the  Ministry  against  a 
charge  of  neglect  or  mismanagement ; 
but  I  think  it  is  altogether  irregular  and 
improper  for  a  subordinate  officer,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  simply  report  what  has  oc- 
curred, to  enter  into  a  political  argument 
of  that  sort  in  his  despatch.  I  hope  we 
shall  not  have  any  more  despatches  of 
that  particular  character.  Mr.  Pottinger 
might  as  well  have  told  us  that,  all  the 
trains  during  tlie  last  few  weeks  have 
been  behind  time,  that  two  or  three 
serious  accidents  have  occurred  on  the 
Pictou  branch,  that  a  train  got  off  the 
track  near  Windsor  Junction,  and  a 
number  of  other  things  of  that  sort, 
which  would  have  had  just  as  much — a 
great  deal  more,  in  fact — to  do  with  this 
matter  than  what,  occurred  1  three  years 
ago.  Neither  have  any  direct  connection 
with  this  accident.  I  find  that  one  of 
the  reasons  given  for  the  delay  of  nine 
Hon.  Mr.  Power, 


hdurs  is  that  the  distance  at  which 
the  accident  occurred  from  the  locomo- 
tive stations  cf  St.  Flavie  and  Caiup- 
bellton,  where  the  auxiliary  engines  and 
cara  are  kept,  prevented  the  track 
from  being  cleared  sooner  than  it  was. 
But  the  repairing  shops  at  St,  Flavie 
were  only  twenty  miles  from  where  the 
accident  occun^ed,  and  if  assistance  waa 
telegraphed  for  immediately,  it  could 
have  been  obtained  in  two  hours,  and  a 
delay  of  three  or  four  hours  is  all  that 
need  have  occurred.  The  impression  left 
on  my  mind— and  I  will  be  very  glad  if 
the  leader  of  the  Government  can  remove 
the  impression — is,  that  not  only  has  the 
rolling  stock  of  the  railway  deteriorated, 
but  the  staff  has  been  somewhat  demoral- 
ized. I  do  not  think  the  officials  did 
their  duty  in  this  instance,  and  I  think 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that,  in  the  reorgani- 
zation of  the  Intercolonial  staff,  sorae 
months  ago,  all  the  men  capable  of 
managing  the  road  \vere  reorganized  out 
of  the  service.  I  can  readily  understand 
why  it  might  seem  desirable  to  remove  Mr. 
Brydges,  who  was  receiving  a  very  large 
salary,  and  who  might  have  made  him- 
self politically  obnoxious  to  the  Ministry  ; 
but  I  fail  to  see— and  I  do  not  thmk  any 
gentleman  in  this  Chamber  can  give  any 
reason  for  it — why  the  Deputy  Superin- 
tendent of  the  road,  Mr.  Lucteral,  who 
never  took  any  active  part  in  politics, 
and  who  thoroughly  understood  the 
management  of  the  road,  should  have 
bden  removed,  and  that  Mr.  Pottinger, 
who  was  merely  a  clerk  in  the  freight 
department,  should  have  been  appointed 
Superintendent.  I  do  not  think  we 
would  have  had  the  complaints  we  have 
lately  heard  had  Mr  Lutteral's  services 
been  retained. 

Hon.  Sir  ALHX.  CAMPBELL— I 
am  afraid  tkat  I  shall  not  be  able  to  give 
the  hon.  gentleman  satisfaction  on  all 
the  points  which  he  has  touched  upon. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  quite  aware 
of  it  or  not,  but  he  assumes  to  sit  iu 
judgment  on  the  case,  and  says  that  the 
accident  could  not  have  been  as  stated  in 
Mr.  Pottinger's  report,  as  though  the 
hon.  gentlemaa  has  some  means  of  know- 
ing-distinct from  what  the  re«t  of  us 
have — all  about  the  accident,  and  enabling 
him  to  form  a  better  judgment  than  that 
of  anyone  else.     The  lii-st  question  of  the 
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hon.  gentlemen  is :  "  What  were  the 
exact  circumstanceB  which  led  to  the 
serious  accident  on  the  Intercolonial 
Railway  on  the  29th  ultimo?"  The  cir- 
cumstanoes  were,  that  one  of  the  trains, 
«  freight  train,  got  stuck  in  the  snow, 
and  the  train  following  ran  into  it.  That 
was  the  cause  of  the  accident,  but  the 
hon.  gentlemen  sajs  he  is  satisfied  thai 
if  proper  signals  had  been  put  out, 
this  would  not  have  occurred.  I 
can  onlj  say  in  reply  that  an  inquiry 
is  being  made,  and  it  will  be  ascertained 
whether  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  put 
out  signals  took  sufficient  care  in  doing 
so  or  not.  If  those  signals  were  insuffi- 
cient, or  were  not  set  far  enough  out 
from  the  train,  the  men  who  were  cul- 
pable will  be  dealt  with  accordingly.  The 
second  question  is  :  "What  was  the 
exact  nature  of  the  accident,  and  of  the 
damage  done?*'  The  viature  of  the 
accident  was  a  collision,  and  the  damage 
done  amounted  to  about  $2,000.  The 
third  question  is  :  "  Have  any  steps  been 
taken  to  have  an  investigation  as  to  said 
Accident  V*  Steps  have  been  taken,  and 
an  investigation  is  now  going  on.  Every- 
thing is  being  done  that  can  be  to  arrive 
at  safe  conclusions  as  to  all  the  circum- 
stances. It  is  impossible  now  to  discuss 
whether  the  first  accident  or  the  second 
accident  could  have  been  avoided  or  not, 
but  the  government  is  taking  every 
pains  to  discover  who  is  at  fault  for  the 
occurrence  of  both  the  first  and  the 
second.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  second 
accident,  at  all  events,  need  not  have 
occurred  if  proper  precaution  had  been 
taken.  The  hon.  gentleman  says  the 
statement  that  there  was  a  delay  from 
nine  in  the  morning  until  six  in  the 
evening  is  inconsistent  with  anothe/ 
portion  of  the  statement,  and  that  there 
ought  not  to  have  been  such  a  delay, 
because  the  extent  of  the  damage  was  so 
small.  Surely  we  must  suppose  that  the 
men  who  were  there  at  the  time  of  the 
accident,  and  those  who  were  endeavor- 
ing to  remove  the  obstruction,  would 
have  done  all  they  could  to  send  on  the 
train  as  fast  as  pos.sible,  and  why  the 
hon.  gentleman  should  assume  that  there 
ought  to  have  been  a  delay  of  only  one 
or  two  hours  at  the  most,  I  cannot  see, 
and  I  distrust  whether  the  hon.  gentle- 
man possesses  any  information  on  which 
to  base  that  opinion. 

ffon.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


Hon.  Mr.  POWER— The  hon.  gentle- 
man has  misunderstood  me.  I  stated  that 
if  the  damage  done  had  been  so  trifling 
as  Mr.  Fottins;er  reported  in  one  part  of 
his  despatch,  the  train  need  not  have  been 
delayed  so  long. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  hon.  gentleman  sits  in  judgment 
and,  without  any  particular  knowledge  ot 
the  facts,  says  that  all  the  officials 
employed  in  removing  the  obstruction 
delayed  the  train  unnecessarily.  He 
tells  the  House  now,  by  way  of  explana- 
tion, that,  if  the  accident  was  so  slight 
and  involved  so  small  a  loss  as 
they  say  it  did,  the  delay  would  not 
have  been  so  great ;  but,  in  my  opinion, 
the  accident  might  have  been  one  involv- 
ing only  a  thousand  or  five  hundred 
dollars  and  yet  the  train  be  delayed  from 
9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  The  question  is  not 
the  amount  of  the  damage  done,  but, 
how  much  the  track  was  blocked  up  and 
how  long  it  necessaiily  took  to  remove 
the  obstruction?  .Knowing  that  their 
reputations  were  at  stake,  and  that  all 
the  newspapers  would  at  once  be  discus- 
sing the  subject,  one  might  assume  the 
contrary,  instead  of  concluding,  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  does,  that  the  time  occu- 
pied in  removing  the  obstruction  was 
unnecessarily  protracted.  It  is  but 
fair  tp  assume  that  everybody  con- 
cerned would  use  his  utmQ3t  ex- 
ertion to  make  the  delay  as  short 
as  possible.  I  hope  the  investigation 
may  relieve  those  who  have  charge  of 
operating  the  road  of  the  impression — 
which  would  seem  not  an  unfair  one  at 
this  moment,  at  all  events,  although  I 
would  be  sorry  to  say  that  it  cannot  be 
explained — either  that  these  signals  ought 
to  have  been  more  striking,  or  carried 
further  back. 

Hon.  Mr.KAULBACH— Thei-eisone 
fact  left  unobserved.  I  notice  that  Mr. 
Pottinger  says  in  his  report  that  the 
train  hands  were  all  old  and  skilled  em- 
ploy 4$,  and  that  the  train  despatches 
and  regulations  on  the  road  are  the  same 
as  they  were  under  the  old  regime.  That 
part  of  the  despatch  has  not  been  men- 
tioned by  my  hon.  friend  from  Halifax. 
Of  course  such  an  accident  might  occur, 
and  has  frequently  occurred  under  the 
best  system  of  railway  regulations.     It 
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sAbo  seems,  from  the  report  of  Mr. 
Pottinger,  that  no  freight  was  damaged 
and  that  the  signals  had  been  put  at  the 
usual  distance,  but  the  engine  driver  of 
the  third  train  failed  to  notice  it.  W hilst 
it  is  not  advisable  to  excite  alarm  to  the 
injury  ot  the  line,  yet,  no  doubt,  a  full 
inquiry  will  be  instituted,  and  the  public 
confidence  thereby  retained  in  the  good 
management  of  the  road. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN— I  do  not 
take  so  much  exception  to  the  inquiry 
which  the  hon.  geHtleman  from  Halifax 
has  made,  but  I  think  it  was  unwise  of 
him  to  create  the  impression  that  the 
whole  staff  on  the  Intercolonial  Railway 
has  become  demoralized  by  the  reduction 
in  expenses.  This  railway  has  been  run 
for  the  last  few  years  at  an  expense  over 
and  above  the  revenue  of  half  a  million 
of  dollars.  Now,  this  was  a  condition  of 
things  that  the  country  would  not  have 
patiently  borne,  and  would  have  de- 
manded a  remedy  by  a  reduction  of  ex- 
penses. If  we  are  to  continue  and  extend 
our  systemof  railways  ia  this  country, — 
and  if  we  have  not  railways  we  may  as 
well  abandon  the  country, — it  becomes, 
then,  an  absolute  necessity  to  ascertain 
how  economically  we  can  run  this  road. 
All  the  railroad  companies  on  the  conti- 
nent and  throughout  the  world  have  been 
economizing  and  reducing  their  expenses, 
and  have  succeeded  in  bringing  them 
down  to  as  great  an  extent  as  the  reduc- 
tion that  has  been  made  on  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway.  So  far  from  the  staff 
having  become  demoralized,  I  think  that 
all  the  most  expeiienced  men  upon  the 
road  have  been  retained,  and  the  staff  is 
in  no  way  demoralized  as  the  hon.  gentle- 
man states ;  nor  was  this  collision  a  con- 
sequence of  the  reduction  in  expenses. 
Accidents  occur  on  every  road  ;  on  the 
Intercolonial  they  have,  happily,  been  less 
frequent  than  on  most  other  roads  on 
this  continent,  but  it  has  not  wholly 
escaped.  I  knew  of  several  under  the 
late  management  quite  serious  in  destruc- 
tion of  property,  but  I  am  sure  it  would 
have  been  unwise  and  unjust  to  have 
magnified  them  and  created  unnecessary 
alarm  by  making  them  the  subject  of 
discussion  in  this  House.  We  seldom 
hear  of  accidents  in  the  neighboring 
States,  unless  of  some  unusual  destruction 
of  life  and  property,  and  yet  the  annual 
Hon.  Mr,  Kmdbach. 


returns  show  tihat  accidents  oecur  daily. 
I  have  before  me  the  report  of  the  State 
Railway  Oommissionei-s  for  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  }ear  1876,  and  iT 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  consulted 
such  returns,  he  would  have  seen  that 
accidents  are  to  be  found,  more  or  less 
fretjuent,  on  every  road,  however  carefullj 
managed,  and,  I  think,  would  ha,ye  been 
content  to  have  left  the  investigation  of 
this  accident  in  the  hands  of  the  officiala 
whose  duty  it  is  to  make  it,  and  who  are 
responsible  for  the  management.  Should 
a  great  destruction  of  life  unhappily 
attend  any  accident,  as  possibly  there 
may,  looking  to  the  results  on  other  roads, 
then  it  might  be  desirable  to  satisfy  the 
public  by  a  speedy  and  open  investigation  ;, 
but,  I  repeat,  it  is  injurious  and  unjust 
to  the  IntersoloAial  to  make  what  are 
considered  elsewhere  ordinary  mi^hapB 
the  subject  of  parliameatary  discussion. 
With  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  will 
refer  to  this  report,  which  gives  a  return 
of  accidents  in  the  neighboring  States 
down  to  1876.  In  1873  there 
were  1,344  accidents,  346  persons, 
killed  and  1,381  injured.  In  1874 
there  were  reported  987  accidents  > 
in  1875  there  were  1,179  accidents,  and 
in  1876,  the  whole  number  of  train 
accidents  reported  up  to  30th  September^ 
was  954  ;  whole  number  killed  by  such 
accidents,  219  ;  whole  number  injured 
by  such  accidents,  939  ;  whole  number 
of  accidents  causing  derailment  of  trains^ 
906.  Of  the  above  accidents  263  were 
due  to  collisions  classified  as  follows  : — 
rear  collisions,  149;  head  collisions,  93  ;, 
grade  crossing  collisions,  13  ;  unexplain- 
ed collisions,  1 1.  Besides  the  above  list 
of  collisions,  there  were  due  to  derail- 
ment of  trains,  etc.,  from  variotis  causes, 
905  accidents.  The  returr^s  of  railwaya 
in  other  countries  will  shew,  I  believe,  a 
somewhat  similar  record  of  accidents  as 
being  almost  inseparable  from  the 
management  of  railways.  The  hon. 
gentleman  apj^ars  to  have  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  the  locomotive  power 
has  been  neglected ;  but  if  he  will  turn  ta 
the  report  of  uhe  Minister  for  the  last 
year  he  will  find  three  new  locomotives 
have  been  added,  and  as  large  a  sum 
expended  in  repairs  as  in  the  preceding 
year,  so  that  the  hon.  gentlen  an  is  in 
error  in  attributing  occasional  delays  or 
accidents  to  a  neglect  of  the  rolling  stock. 
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Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— After  what  has 
been    said    by   the    hon.    Senator   from 
Halifax,  and  after  the  very  frank  and 
full  answers  given  to  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's  questions   by   the  leader  of  the 
Government,  I  do  not  propose  to  enter 
into  the  details  of  this  question.     No 
complaint  can  be  made  of  tbe  hon.  Sena- 
tor fix>Q|)  Halifax  for  giving  notice  of  this 
inquiry  at  the  time  that  he  did,  however 
much  we  may  differ  from  him  as  to  the 
opinions  he  has  expressed  in  the  remarks 
with  which  he  accompanied  the  question 
to-day.     I  am  rather  disappointed  that 
my  hon.  friend  has  not  gone  to  the  root 
of    the    matter.     I    wish    to    call    the 
serious     attention     of     the     leader     of 
the    Government    in    this    House — for 
it     is      a     serious      matter-^^to     that 
portion  of  Mr.  Pottinger's  report  which 
says  that  the  line  is  now  run   on   the 
same  rules  and  ref^ulations  as  heretofore 
obtained  in  regard  to  the  Intercolonial 
Railway.     I  can  only  say  that  if  these 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  running  of 
trains   are    to  be    continued,    I    think 
we     shall    have     frequent    reports     of 
accidents     similar    to    these    and     for 
this  obvious   reason  :     it   appears   that 
two   trains    (not   one,    but   two)    were 
allowed    to    leave    a    station    on     the 
Intercolonial  Railway  before  it  was  as- 
certained that  the  train  ahead  of  them 
had  reached  the  next  station.     Now,  that 
is  a  statQof  things  which,  I  think,  should 
not   be  allowed    to  continue.      We  all 
know  very  well  that  amidst  the  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  trains  that  are  constant- 
ly passing  and  re-passing  on  each  other's 
heels,  sometimes  every  five  minut«»s,  in 
England,    there  am  comparatively  few 
such  collisions ;    we  rarely  hear  of  one 
train  overtaking  another.     What  is  the 
reason  ?     Because  trains  are  run  there 
upon  what  is  called  the  ''  block  system  " 
— that  is,  no  train  is  allowed  to  leave  a 
station  until  the  train  ahead  has  reached 
tke  next  station.     It  such  a  system,  or 
some   modification  of  it    had    been  in 
force    on     the    Intercolonial     Railway, 
it  would  have  been  quite  impossible  that 
the    doable  accident  referred   to  could 
have  occurred.     I  state  this  in  all  friend- 
liness and    frankness,   and  I   hope   the 
suggestion  will  receive  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  Department.     I  know 
that  Mr.  Pottinger  has   correctly  stated 
the  rule  ;    because,  within  sight  of  my 
iTm.  Mr.  McLeknih 


own  windows,  I  have  seen  trains  follow- 
ing one  another  between  two  stations 
only  six  miles  apart,  and,  before  the  first 
train  had  reached  the  station,  I  have 
heard  the  whistle  of  the  other  half-way, 
following  on  its  heels.  It  is  true  that 
this  occurred  in  the  0[>en  country* in  a 
place  where  you  can  see  a  train  a 
mile  or  two  ahesul,  but  still  it 
is  not  a  sale  mode  of  conduct- 
ing railway  traffic.  I  thimk  that 
these  two  successive  accidents  should 
lead  to  a  better  mode  of  .running 
trains.  These  are  accidents  which  are 
wholly  apart  from  the  question  of  whether 
the  road  is  in  good  order  or  whether  the 
locomotives  are  in  a  proper  state  of 
repair,  on  neither  of  which  grounds  have 
I  any  cause  of  complaint.  I  do  not 
object  to  the  criticism  of  my  hon.  friend 
from  Halifax  on  the  working  of  a 
Government  railway,  and  I  trust  that 
the  Minister  of  Railways  will  consider 
well  the  suggestions  1  have  ventured  to- 
make,  and  thus  render  such  accidents  as- 
these  which  we  all  deplore  impossible. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  —  The 
House  roust  feel  that  the  whole  of  this 
discussion  is  quite  irregular.  If  this 
system  is  to  prevail,  of  making  a  length- 
ened speech  upon  a  mere  inquiry  to  the 
Government,  followed  by  Ouher  long 
speeches,  the  result  will  be  that  every 
member  wiil  claim  the  right  to  be  allow- 
ed to  speak  on  the  subject  I  desire  to 
express  my  concurrence  with  the  remarks 
made  by  my  hon.  friend  from  London- 
derry (Mr.  McLelan),  that  little  good 
can  result  from  bringing  up  the  question 
of  every  simple  accident  which  occurs 
on  our  Government  railways.  Everyone 
who  knows  anything  of  railway  manslge- 
ment  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  is 
aware  that  accidents  happen  occasion- 
ally on  the  best  managed  roads.  'No 
management,  however  perfect,  can 
entirely  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such 
events.  We  know  that  they  happen 
on  our  own  trunk  lines  and  upon  those 
of  the  United  States.  If  every  accident 
which  occurs  on  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way is  to  become  a  subject  of  parliamen- 
tary discussion,  it  will  only  verify  what 
I  have  ventured  to  express  sevei'al  times 
on  the  floor  of  Parliament,  that  it  is  a 
public  calamity  that  we  have  to  operate 
any    railroads  at    all    as    Govei-nment 
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works.  I  feel  strongly  that  the  sooner 
the  Government  of  this  country  can 
place  the  whole  of  the  Government  rail- 
ways in  the  hands  of  responsible  private 
companies,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
Dominion,  because,  we  must  all  feel  that, 
if  every  accident  is  discussed,  it  will 
prove  a  source  of  never-ceasing  irritation 
to  the  people,  and  impress  the  public 
mind  that  our  public  works  are  mis- 
managed. Nothing  can  be  more  objec- 
tionable than  such  disoussions  upon  the 
subject  of  railway  accidents  from  time 
to  time. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
<lesire  to  assure  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey)  that  I  shall  bring 
his  observation  as  to  the  block  system  to 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Bail- 
ways,  and  I  shall  take  occasion  to  r«fer 
to  it  again  in  this  House.  I  suppose  that 
the  difficulty  on  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way is  the  distance  between  stations. 
However,  I  shall  inquire  into  the  matter. 

MILITIA  LAWS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
THCBD  READING 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  the  third  reading  of  Bill  (A)  "An 
Act  further  to  amend  the  Acts  therein 
mentioned  respecting  the  Militia  and 
Defence  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada." 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  gave  notice  on 
Friday,  when  the  House  was  in  Com- 
mitte  on  this  Bill,  that  I  proposed,  on  the 
.  third  reading,  to  suggest  an  amendment  to 
the  last  clause  of  the  Bill  in  relation  to  can- 
teens. My  object  in  giving  that  notice 
was  this  :  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
canteens  were,  in  this  country,  made  the 
medium  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors 
rather  indiscriminately  to  the  men  who 
are  called  out  for  drill.  I  have  since 
been  informed,  on  good  authority,  by  an 
officer  of  the  Department,  that  such  is 
not  the  case ;  and,  undar  the  regulations 
which  have  prevailed,  and  which  are 
likely  to  prevail  in  the  future,  no  spirit- 
uous liquors  or  wine — nothing  beyond 
beer  and  porter — has  been  permitted  in 
the  canteens.  If  such  is  the  case,  I  do 
not  feel  disposed  to  propose  any  amend- 
ment to  the  clause,  thinking  it  very 
much  better  tkat  the  Government,  or 
the  Department  itself,  skould  assume  the 
Hon.  Mr,  Alexander. 


responsibility  of  regulating  what  should 
be  sold  in  the  canteens.  While  I  do  not 
propose  to  be  an  apologist  for  the  drink- 
ing of  beer  in  any  sense,  still  there  is  a 
minimum  of  evil  in  drinking  it  as  com- 
pared with  wines  and  spirituous  liquors. 
There  is  certainly  a  good  deal  less 
alcohol  in  beer.  If  you  bring  together 
a  considerable  body  of  men  i#ho  are 
accustomed  to  the  gratification  of  their 
own  tastes,  and  who  are  not,  probaUy, 
total  abstainers,  it  would  not  seem  rea- 
sonable that  we  should  enforce  arbitrary 
rules  of  temperance  upon  mea  like 
that  who  are  called  out  for  foui^teen 
or  fifteen  days.  I  do  not  think 
anything  would  be  gained  by 
it;  on  the  contrary,  they  would 
most  effectively  obtain  some  mode  of 
gratifying  their  tastes  in  that  direction 
by  getting  just  such  drinks  as  they  would 
desire.  It  is  very  much  better,  therefore, 
to  have  well-regulated  canteens  under 
the  control  of  the  officers,  and  for  which 
the  Militia  Department  would  be  respon- 
sible. I  find  reference  is  made  to 
restricting  the  sale  of  articles  te  those 
which  are  usually  sold  in  canteens  under 
the  Queen's  regulations.  Turning  up  an 
old  edition  of  the  Queen's  regulations  of 
1868, 1  find  there,  that  wine  is  among 
the  articles  permitted,  but  that  ardent 
and  spirituous  liquors  are  prohibited,  and 
unless,  therefore,  there  is  a  later  edition, 
under  which  the  restrictions  ar^  limited 
to  beer,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  use  the 
language  of  this  clause.  Perhaps  my 
hon.  friend  would  aceept  the  following 
slight  amendment  where  the  word  "army" 
comes  in  in  the  27th  line,  "subject, 
however,  to  such  restrictions  as  may  W 
directed  by  the  Minister  of  Militia."  If 
my  hon.  friend  weuld  accept  that  amend- 
ment, I  think  it  would  be  safe. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
have  no  objection  to  that 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT--I  think  in  that 
way  that  the  Queen's  regulations  are 
larger  in  their  reading  than  the  Depart- 
ment would  seem  to  believe.  This 
amendment  would,  at  all  events,  restrict 
the  articles  sold  to  those  specified. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
am  very  glad  my  hon.  friend  takes  that 
view,  and  I  am  quite  willing  to  accept 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Jfilitia  Laws 


[Makch  8,  1880.]  Amendment  ML  113 


his  amendment.  I  have  not  seen  any 
copy  of  the  Queen's  reguhitions,  but  1 
am  informed  that  they  restrict  the  sale 
to  beer  and  porter. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Wine  is  one  of 
the  articles  allowed. 

Hon^  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
am  quite  wiling  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment, and  I  speak  as  sincerely  in  the 
cause  of  temperance  as  my  hon.  friend, 
or  as  any  temperance  man  in  the  House, 
when  I  express  my  strong  convic- 
tion that  the  Bill  is  in  the  direction 
of  temperance,  and  will  have  that 
effect. 

Hon.  Mr.  VI  DAL— I  should  like  to 
add  a  word  to  what  has  been  said.  A^ith- 
OQt  any  consultation  with  my  hon.  friend 
from  Ottawa,  I  had  coma  to  the  same 
conclusion  from  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  Militia  Law  and  all  the  sub- 
sequent amendments  (some  seven  in 
number)  since  it  was  passed,  as  also  the 
Queen's  regulations  of  a  later  date  than 
my  hon.  friend  has  quoted,  but  containing 
the  same  words,  and  I  now  think  that 
the  clause  should  be  allowed  to  pass 
either  as  it  stands  or  with  the  addition 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  suggests.  Li 
the  Queen's  regulations  I  notice  that  no 
less  than  forty  paragraphs  relate  to 
canteen^  aad  their  management,  and 
throughout  the  whole  of  them  I  can  see 
that  the  compiler  and  the  authorities 
who  sanctioned  them  had  in  view  the 
protection  of  our  soldiers  from  intem- 
perance. The  restrictions  are  such  that 
they  amount  almost  to  prohibition  and. 
seeing  that  we  have  nothing  in  our  present 
Statutes  authorizing  the  Government  to 
make  such  regulations  for  our  militia, 
it  is  an  absolute  necessity  that  power 
should  be  given  such  as  is  proposed  here. 
I  venture  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  hon. 
Mitiister  of  Militia  which  has  occurred 
to  me.  It  is  on  a  legal  point,  and  there 
may  be  nothing  in  it,  but  i^  seems  to  me 
that,  in  passing  this  Bill  without  any 
proviso  to  guard  provincial  and  munici 
pal  rights,  we  are  opening  the  door  to 
future  difficulty.  We  do  not  know  ex- 
actly what  the  powers  of  the  Dominion 
are  with  reference  to  dealing  with  the 
traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors.  The  ques- 
tion 18  now  sub  judice. 

Hon.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— It  is  all  subject  te 
license.  Even  with  the  sanction  of  the 
officer,  it  must  be  under  license. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— If  we  had  the 
contemplated  regulations  before  us  and 
could  see  the  pi*ecise  terms  employed,  it 
night  be  found  that  my  objectoon  has 
some  weight.  As  we  do  not  know  ex- 
actly what  they  are,  would  it  not  be 
desirable  to  guard  againrt  the  possibility 
of  difficulty  arising  by  inserting  a  short 
proviso  like  that  about  the  Temperance 
Act,  implying  that  it  is  not  intended  by 
this  law  to  interfere  with  the  j  urisdiction 
of  the  Provinces,  because,  as  the  Bill  now 
reads,  it  would  seem  to  interfere  with  the 
power  of  the  local  authorities  ]  I  do  not, 
by  any  means,  insist  upon  such  an  amend- 
ment ;  I  merely  offisr  the  suggestion. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— If  my  hon.  friend 
will  read  the  regulations,  he  will  see 
that  specific  mention  is  made  in  them  of 
the  necessity  ot  procuring  a  license,  and 
I  assume  that  these  are  the  regulations 
which  prevail  in  the  Department. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  do  not  intend 
to  make  any  reference  to  the  iK)sition 
assumed  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Sar 
nia  with  reference  to  the  canteens, 
because  it  is  so  hard  to  follow  him,  he 
has  been  going  in  so  many  different 
directions,  and  I  do  not  know  where  he 
will  end ;  but,  on  the  other  point,  in 
regard  to  the  constitutionality  of  the 
law,  I  do  not  think  that  he  need  have 
any  fears.  As,  under  the  Union  Act, 
this  House  has  power  to  make  laws 
regulating  the  militia,  I  think  that 
everything  incidental  to  the  service 
mast  follow,  even  if  the  regulations  did 
not  provide  any  means  whereby  license 
should  be  taken  out.  I  thought  the 
other  day,  when  my  hon.  friend  before 
me  (Mr.  Scott)  threw  cut  some  doubts 
as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  law, 
that  there  was  not  a  great  deal  in  them, 
although,  of  course,  I  received  his 
suggestion  with  deference,  as  I  always 
do  his  opinions  on  these  questions,  and, 
on  further  consideration,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  ground  for  the  apprelionsion 
of  the  hon  gentleman  from  Sarnia. 

Hon.  Mr.  DIOKEY— I  do  not  think 
that  we  need  delay  the  passage  of  the 
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Bill  by  the  objection  which  has  been 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Samia.  When  I  first  looked  at  this 
clause,  I  must  say  I  felt  rather  suspicious 
about  it,  and  for  that  reason  callod  the 
attention  (and  my  hon.  friend  alongside 
me  did  the  same)  of  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Sarnia  to  it,  because  he  was  sup- 
Ijosed  to  represent  in  this  House,  in  a 
special  manner,  the  cause  of  temperaoce  ; 
but,  after  hearing  my  hon.  friend's 
strong  opinion  in  favor  of  this  clause, 
and  particularly  the  portion  giving 
power  to  establish  canteens  in  camps,  I 
yielded  at  once  my  opposition  in  defer- 
ence to  his  opinion.  At  the  same  time 
I  must  tell  him  that  there  is  in  this  clause 
as  it  stands  a  saving  provision — that 
nothing  whatever  can  he  sold  in  these 
canteens  except  under  regulations  to  be 
made  by  the  Governor  in  Council.  If 
these  regulations  in  eny  way  contravene 
local  legislation,  the  Government  will 
have  to  look  well  to  it  before  making 
them,  for,  Utdtra  vires,  they  would  not  be 
recognized.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am 
very  glad  that  my  hon.  friend  opposite 
(Mr.  Vidal)  and  my  hon.  friend  below 
me  (Mr.  Scott)  have  both  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion,  not  to  obstruct  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  by  insisting  upon  an 
amendment  which  it  seems  to  us  all  now 
is  unnecessary.  I  only  rose  to  explain  that 
any  doubts  which  T  entertained — and  I 
had  grave  doubts  at  the  first—  have  been 
removed  by  my  hon.  friend's  (Mr.  Vidal's) 
fervid  advocacy  of  thLs  clause  as  it  stood 
on  Friday  last. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  Bill  was  then  rend  the  third  time 
and  passed. 


JOINT  COMMITTEE    ON  PRINTING. 
CONSIDERATION  OF  THIRD  REPORT. 

The  Order  ot  the  Day  being  read  for 
the  consideration  of  the  third  report  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing, 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  said  :— Last 
year  we  were  able  to  reduce  the  printing 
expenditure  by  a  considerable  amount. 
The  balance  sheet  this  year  does  not 
show  any  reduction,  as  it  includes  a, 
oonsiderable  amount  of  work  performed 
the  previous  year.  If  you  will  turn  to 
Mr.  Hartney's  statement,  you  will  find 
Hon,  Mr.  Dickey. 


that  it  gives  the  cost  of  the  printing 
service  since  1876,  as  follows:— 

The  Session  of  1876  cost  $55,457.69 
"  1877     «       66,647.57 

"  1878     «        71,066.16 

«  1879     «       60,703.30 

We  asked  last  year  for  an  appropriation 
of  $70,000,  but  there  was  a  large  reduc- 
tion on  the  cost  of  the  service  of  pre- 
vious years. .  Our  paper  costs  us  five 
or  six  per  cent,  less  this  year,  and  the 
chances  are  we  will  come  under,  to  some 
extent,  the  expenditure  of  last  year. 
Although  we  have  asked  the  Govern- 
ment for  $70,000,  we  think  we  can  keej> 
the  expenditure  down  to  $60,000.  The 
account  lias  been  carefully  audited.  I 
was  one  of  the  auditors  myself,  and  wo- 
found  every  document  and  every  paper 
connected  with  the  service  correct.  We 
had  nothing  to  demur  to  or  find  fault 
with.  In  the  report,  reference  is  made 
to  the  death,  by  drowning,  of  one  of  the 
assistant  distributora,  Mr.  Botterell.  E 
omitted,  a  few  days  ago,  to  state  that  we 
had  appointed  his  brother,  who  has  had 
a  good  deal  of  experience,  and  who  is  a 
very  worthy  person,  at  the  same  salary, 
to  take  his  place. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  —  Before  the 
motion  is  adopted,  I  should  like  to  make 
a  remark  ss  to  one  of  the  clauses  of  the 
reportand  as  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  chairman.  He  says  the  Committee 
has  appointed  a  brother  of  a  deceased 
officer  in  the  Distribution  Office  to  take 
his  place.  I  wish  to  take  this  occasion 
to  enter  ray  protest  against  this  "  family 
compact  *'  system  that  wouH  put  brothers 
and  other  relatives  into  the  Civil  Service 
in  the  place  of  their  friends  who  happen 
to  drop  off.  There  is  too  much  of  that 
practiced  in  Canada,  and  we  find  whole 
families  in  the  Civil  Service,  It 
should  be  an  objection  to  any  party 
applying  for  a  pasition  that  a  relative  oF 
his  had  had  the  position  before  him. 
This  thing  is  going  too  far  in  the  Civil 
Service  of  Canada,  and  it  is  beginning  to 
be  talked  of  in  distant  portions  of  the 
country  that  are  not  so  favored,  and  it 
is  time  that  some  of  us  should  enter  a 
protest  against  the  piuctica  The  ex- 
treme portions  of  the  Dominion  have  not 
a  fair  repi^esentation  in  the  Civil 
Service,  and  if  you  keep  filling  up  offices 
by  favored    families,   who    manage    tor 
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geaerations  to  live  upon  the  public  purse, 
th«ra  is  neither  sound  policy  nor  justice 
in  such  a  coarse.  I  know  I  speak  the 
sentiments  of  a  large  |>ortion  of 
people  of  this  country  who  think 
this  practice  has  gone  too  far 
and  should  be  stopped  ;  and  if 
my  hon.  friend  has  no  other  reasen  for 
the  appointment  of  this  young  man  than 
the  £ftct  that  his  brother  was  the  late 
incumbent,  he  would  have  done  better  by 
going  beyond  the  family  and  appointing 
somebody  from  soraeother  family  who  have 
had  no  favors  from  the  public  chest.  1  am 
glad  this  question  of  the  Civil  Service  is  to 
oome  before  Fa>'liament  shortly.  It  is  one 
that  requires  the  very  serious  attention  of 
the  House.  Besides,  civil  servants  in 
connection  with  the  Departments  hei*e  are 
all  well  paid.  There  are  lots  of  highly 
respectable  officers  throughout  the  coun- 
try on  paltry  salaries  of  from  $400  to 
$500  per  year,  giving  all  their  time  to 
their  duties.  I  hope,  when  the  Civil 
Service  Bill  comes  before  the  House, 
that  this  question  will  bo  fully  ventilated. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  —  I  am  fully 
in  accord  with  the  hon.  gentleman.  I 
am  as  much  opposed  to  the  "family 
compact"  business  as  he  is.  There  is 
too  much  of  it  done  in  appointments 
both  in  this  and  the  other  House,  but,  in 
this  case,  my  hon.  friend  will  see  there 
is  some  reason  for  the  appointment  that 
has  been  made.  We  required  a  person 
with  some  skill  and  experience  to 
have  our  papers  pro))erly  distributed. 
The  young  man  we  appointed  possessed 
that  expenence.  We  had  been  obliged 
to  call  upon  him  at  times  when  the  assis- 
tant clerk  was  sick  and  unavoidably 
absent.  This  young  man  had  filled  his 
place  for  day's  pay  for  six  or  nine  weeks. 
If  my  hon.  friend  had  attended  the  Com- 
mittee ne  would  have  found  that  there  is 
no  desire  to  favor  anybody.  The  young 
man  xa  a  very  efficient  officer,  end  I  do 
not  know  where  you  could  have  got  any 
other  who  could  have  stepped  in  at  once 
and  filled  the  position  without  some 
training.  However,  I  am  very  much  in 
accord  with  my  hon.  friend's  sentiments 
generally* 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I  do 
not  think  that  my  hon.  ftiend    from 
Biohmond  need  at  aJl  distrust  the  general 
Hon.  Ur.  MiUer. 


response  which  his  remarks  will  meet 
wi*h,  not  only  in  the  country  at  lai-ge, 
bnt  in  this  House,  and  in  Ottawa  also. 
The  evil  which  he  complains  of  has  forced 
itse.f  on  the  attention  of  the  Government, 
and  has  received  due  consideration  in 
many  instances,  to  my  own  knowledge,- 
in  several  of  the  Departments.  I  know 
that  applications  of  officials  to  have  their 
sons  employed  have  been  refused  on  the 
ground  th  it  the  hon.  Senator  has  men- 
tioned— that  it  was  not  fair  or  desirable 
that  these  appointments  should  go  by 
descent.  It  is  a  just  rule,  and  one  which, 
I  hope,  will  be  more  generally  enforced 
in  the  future  than  it  has  been  in  the 
past,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  will  be. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  OFFICERS'  SECURITY  BILL. 
IN  COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the 
House  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
Bill  (28)  "An  Act  to  further  amend 
the  Act  respecting  security  to  be  given 
by  officers  of  Canada." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BuREau,  from  the  Com- 
mittee, reported  the  Bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Honse  adjourned  at  4.20  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  March  9th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

After  prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

BILL   INTRODUCED. 

Bill  (C)  "To  authorize  and  facilitate 
the  winding  up  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Banque  Yille  Mane,  and  the  reduction 
of  its  capital."— (Mr.  Trudel.) 

The  Bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  moved  that  the 
Bill  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee 
on  Standing  Orders  and  Private  Bills. 
He  said  that  this  motion  might  appear 
irregular/ but  it  was  made  in  accordance 
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-with  Kule  60,  as  amended  last  sessioD, 
And  which  read  as  follows  :— 

"Every  Private  Bill,  when  read  the  firgt 
time,  is  refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders  and  Private  Bills,  to  ascertain  and 
report  whether  or  not  the  said  Bill  comes 
within  the  classes  of  subjects  assigned  exclu- 
sively to  the  Legislatures  of  the  Provinces." 

Hon.  Mr.  SOOTT  assumed  that  the 
rule  was  intended  to  apply  only  to  Bills 
of  a  doubtful  character.  It  never  was 
<coiitemplated  that  banking  Bills  should 
he  referred  to  the  Committee  for  such  a 
purpose. 

lion.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  the  language  of  the  rule  was  general, 
4ind  the  hon.  Senator  (Mr.  Trudel)  had 
Allowed  the  proper  course. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

H  n.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
thou^  lit  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a 
Tevision  of  Rule  60.  While  it  was 
desirable  to  refer  some  Bills,  the  consti- 
tutionality of  which  might  be  doubtful, 
to  the  Committee,  it  was  neither  desirable 
.nor  necessary  that  the  great  majority  of 
private  bills  should  be  so  inferred. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEBOSE  said  that, 
^hen  he  proposed  this  rule  last  session, 
it  was  his  intention  that  every  private 
bill  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee. 
It  might  be  advisable,  however,"  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  by  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,  when  there  was  no  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  any  member  as  to  the 
Jurisdiction  of  this  Parliament  in  dealing 
iwith  it 

lEon.  Mr.  ALLAN,  wished  to  know 
if  the  rule  was  imperative  and  could  not 
be  suspended,  in  what  position  the  Bill 
introduced  the  other  day  by  the  hon. 
I^enator  from  St.  John  (Mr.  Lewin) 
■would  be  1  It  had  been  read  the  second 
time,  and  was  now  before  the  Banking 
Committee.  He  thought,  however,  that 
this  rule  was  never  intended  to  apply  to 
ftianking  bills. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  thought  that 
the  inconvenience  of  enforcing  this  rule 
was  trilling,  compared  with  the  great 
4uivaJtitage  it  afforded  in  preventing  the 
jpassage  of  measures  of  doubtful  consti- 
Aatiomdity.  In  the  case  of  bills  respect- 
Eon.  Mr.  TrudeL 


ing  which  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Honse 
was  clear,  the  Committee  would  imme- 
diately report  them  back  to  the  HoBBe 
and  recommend  their  passage,  and  no 
delay  would  be  experienced. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  suggested  that  if 
it  was  necessary  to  refer  such  bills  to 
the  Select  Committee,  the  reference 
should  be  made  prior  to  their  introdne- 
tion  in  the  House.  It  did  appear  like 
circumlocution  to  introduce  a  bill,  and 
then  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Bills,  which  did  not  meet  every  day. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  session,  it  would 
be  found  very  inconvenient ;  there  would 
be  a  great  deal  of  time  lost,  and  a  great 
deal  of  unnecessary  delay. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  asked  how 
the  Committee  could  report  upon  a  Bill 
which  was  not  before  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  YIDAL  suggested  that  per* 
mis.sion  might  be  given  to  any  two 
members  who  doubted  the  constitution- 
ality of  a  Bill  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  approved  of 
the  suggestion. 

Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  that  it 
would  not  be  a  bad  amendment,  and  bo 
gave  notice  that  he  would  move  that  the 
rule  be  changed  accordingly.  In  the 
meantime,  he  suggested  to  the  hon. 
Senator  from  St.  John  (Mr.  Lewin)  that 
he  should  move  that  the  rule  be  8ns< 
pended  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  Bill 
inti*oduced  by  him  the  other  day,  relating 
to  the  Bank  of  New  Brunswick. 

Hon.  Mr.  LEWIN  moved  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  accordingly. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


ST.  VINCENT  DE  PAUL  PENITENTIABT. 
MOTION   F0&  A   RETURN. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  moved  :— 

<<  That  an  humble  AddresB  be  presented  it 
His  Excellency  the  Govemor-Qeneral,  praying 
that  His  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  this  House,  a  copy  of  a 
Report,  dated  the  16th  July,  1878,  by  J.  G. 
Moylan,  Esq.,  Inspector  of  Penitentiaries,  oa 
the  complaints  made  by  certain  officers  of  the 
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Penitentiary  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  against 
•ne  of  the  physicians  of  that  penitentiary, 
and  copies  of  the  letters  or  other  documents 
eontaining  those  complaints,  and  of  the  exam- 
inationB  of  witnesses  taken  down  in  writing 
hy  the  said  inspector. 
The  motion  wa.s  agreed  to. 


PUBLIC    OFFICERS'    SECURITY    BILL. 
THIRD   READING. 

Hod.  Mr.  AIKIKS  moved  the  third 
PMuling  of  Bill  (28)  "  To  further  amend  an 
Act  respecting  the  security  to  he  given  bj^ 
officers  of  Canada." 

The  Bill  was  read  and  passed. 

THE  PRINTING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
POUBTH   BEPOBT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  fourth  report  of  the  Joint 
Oommittee  on  Printing. 

The  motion  was  a  screed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.40  p.  ro. 


THE  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  M^ch,  10th,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  thi*ee 
•*olock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THE  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  SENATE. 
A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

The  SPEAKER  submitted  a  Message 
from  the  House  of  Commons,  asking  the 
Sbnate  for  a  statement  shewing  the 
amount  paid  to  Senators  as  an  indemnity, 
the  amount  paid  to  officers  of  the  Senate, 
the  amount  paid  to  messengers  of  the 
Senate,  the  amount  paid  for  printing  by 
the  Senate,  and  the  amount  paid  for 
all  other  expenses  connected  with  the 
Senate  for  each  session  since  llie  1st  of 
July,  1867. 

Hon.fiir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
that  the  Message  be  taken  into  con- 
■ideration  on  Monday  next,  and  said  : — 
I  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  statement  which  was  made  in 
another  place  when  the  motion  for  this 
address  was  submitted  in  that  House, 
Hon.  Mr,  Bellerose. 


because  I  desire  to  correct  what  I  think 
is  an  erroneous  impression  which  that 
statement  is  calculated  to  create  in  the- 
minds  of  the  public  at  large.  In  moving: 
for  this  address  in  the  other  Home,  Mr^ 
Mills  is  reported  to  have  said  that 

<<  Thero  had  been  a  large  expenditure  in 
connection  with  the  Senate,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  interesting  to  the  public  to  know 
precisely  how  that  expenditure  took  place,  and! 
to  know  also  what  was  the  exact  cost  to  the- 
country  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Second. 
Chamber. 

"Sir  JOHN  MACDONALD  — The  Finit 
Chamber. 

«  Mr.  MILLS  said  the  position  of  the  Senatcr 
with  regard  to  its  expenditure  was  an  anoma- 
lous one.  Since  1870  the  expenditure  of  the- 
Uouse  of  Lords  was  subject  to  the  same  su- 
pervision as  that  of  any  other  Department  ot 
State.  A  return  was  made  to  the  Secretary  oi 
the  Treasury,  and  the  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts  examined  into  the  accounts  of  the- 
House  of  Lords  as  welljas  of  any  other  Depart- 
ment. But  this  was  not  the  case  with  the- 
Canadian  Senate.  The  hon.  gentlemen  knew 
that  a  Bill  had  been  carried  through  the 
House  providing  for  a  Committee  appointed* 
by  Mr.  Speaker  to  regulate  tho  affairs  of  thia 
House.  That  Committee  contiisted  of  the 
members  of  the  Administration,  but  that  Act 
did  not  apply  to  the  Senate  as  at  present  con- 
stituted ;  the  fact  being  that  the  expenditure 
of  that  body  was  entirely  under  its  own  con- 
trol, and  he  was  informed  that  its  accounts- 
had  not  been  audited  or  supervised  for  many 
years  past.  He  did  not  think  this  was  a  de- 
sirable state  of  things,  and  it  was  important, 
that  they  should  see  exactly  what  this  expen- 
diture was  and  how  fai  the  Auditor  appointed 
under  the  Act  of  Parliament  had  sopervised' 
it.  His  impression  was  that  when  the  rutum 
was  brought  down  it  would  be  seen  that  the- 
expenditure  in  the  other  Chamber  had  not 
been  as  economical  as  in  this,  though  even  iik 
.this  House  they  had  not  distinguiHhed  them- 
selves in  that  respect." 

This  statement  conveys,  I  think,  a» 
erroneous  impression  in  several  respects ► 
In  the  first  placei,  it  says,  that  since 
1869  the  expenditure-  of  the  House  of 
Lords  ''  was  subject  to  the  same  su})er- 
vision  as  that  of  any  other  department 
of  the  State."  This  is  not  quite  accurate  ;, 
because,  although  since  1869  the  ex- 
penditui-e  of  the  House  of  Lords  is  sub- 
ject to  audit  by  the  Auditor-General,  it 
is  not  in  the.  name  way  or  degree- 
as  is  the  expenditure  of  any  other 
department  of  the  State,  'i'he  dis- 
tinction is  very  plainly  laid  dowa 
by  Mr.  Gladstone  in  tho  course  of  a 
debate,  which  will  be  found  in  Hansard' 
for  1870,  page  383.     An  item  caroeu]>of 
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£34,023  to  complete  the  sum  for  the 
offices  of  the  House  of  £x)rds,  and  some 
remarks  were  made  about  it,  as  to  the 
scale  by  which  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  that  House  were  regulated.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Stansfield, 
said  in  reply  : — 

« That  the  estimate  for  the  Honse  of  Lords 
was  prepared  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  and  sent  to  the  Treasury,  and  it  was 
generally  accepted  by  them  without  dispute, 
it  was  undoubtedly  within  the  competence  of 
the  Committee  of  Supply  to  modify  and  even 
to  reduce  it,  but  a  certain  amount  of  respect  was 
always  paid  to  the  estimate,  and  it  had  not 
been  their  habit  to  scan  it  very  closely.  The 
salaries  were  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  certain  reductions 
would  be  made,  some  of  which  bad  been 
already  determined  upon." 

The  statement,  as  to  its  being  the 
usage  to  accept  the  estimates  of  the 
House  of  Lords  without  dispute, 
being  criticised  'by  some  members,  Mr. 
Gladstone,  who  was  then  in  Opposition, 
said  : 

**  It  was  his  duty  to  support  the  statement 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  because  this 
question  was  one  of  a  peculiar  nature.  It  was 
not  to  be  supposed  ttiat  the  Treasury  would 
assume  that  control  over  the  estimates  for  the 
House  of  Lords  that  it  was  their  duty  to 
exercise  over  all  other  estimates.  Under  the 
old  usage  the  House  of  Lotds  were  accus- 
tomed to  regulate  their  own  expenditure  ;  but 
that  House,  in  a  spirit  that  did  them  great 
credit,  had  abandoned  that  privilege,  and  had 
consented  that  the  expenditure  should  come 
under  an  annual  vote.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  would  not  be  becoming  for  the 
Treasury  to  assume  that  sort  of  command  over 
ihe  estimate  that  they  very  properly  exercised 
over  ordinary  estimate." 

The  House  will,  I  am  sure,  see  that  the 
course  pursued  there,  and  the  remarks 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  well 
as  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  did  not  warrant  the  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Mills  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  that  the  expen- 
diture of  the  House  of  Lords  was  subject 
to  the  same  supervision  as  that  of  any 
other  Department  of  the  State.  On  the 
contrary,  Mr.  Gladstone  contradicts  that 
and  siiys  that  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  Treasury  would  assume  that 
control  over  the  estimate  for  the  House 
of  Lords  that  it  was  their  duty  to  exercise 
overall  other  estimates.  The  next  state- 
ment to  which  I  desire  to  call  attention 
is  that,  owing  to  their  having  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  a  committee 
Hon,  Sir  Alex.  CanipbelL 


which  is  known  as  the  Committee  on  the 
Internal  Economy  of  the  House,  they, 
through  it,  exercise  more  strict  supervision 
over  the  expenditure  of  that  House  than 
the  Committee  on  Contingencies  do  in 
this  Chamber.  It  would  not  be  very 
difficult  to  ascertain  correctly  whether 
the  expenditure  is  larger  in  proportion  in 
this  branch  of  the  legislature  than  in  the 
other,  but  I  apprehend  that  the  super- 
vision exercised  by  the  Committee  on 
Contingencies  of  the  Senate  is  quite  as 
close  as  that  exercised  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Internal  Economy  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  There  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  be,  and  I  have  long 
been  aware  of  the  anxiety  of  hon. 
members  that  it  should  be,  as,  hav- 
ing been  an  active  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Contingencies  of  this 
House  in  former  years,  1  know  that  the 
supervision  was,  and  I  believe  it  still  to 
be,  as  accurate  and  close  as  that  of  the 
Internal  Economy  Committee  can  be. 
The  third  error  into  which  I  think  the 
gentleman  has  fdlen,  is  in  saying  that 
the  expenditure  of  this  body  is  entirely 
under  its  own  control,  and  that  its  ac- 
counts had  not  been  audited  and  super- 
vised for  many  yeara  past.  If  it  is 
meant  by  this  that  the  expenditure  is 
not  examined  by  the  Committee  on  Con- 
tingencies in  this  Chamber,  he  is  quite 
in  error.  If  it  means  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Senate  has  not  been  supervis- 
ed by  the  Auditor-General,  then  it  is 
due  to  this  House  that  I  should  make  a 
statement  on  that  point  The  practice 
which  has  obtained  since  1869  in  the 
Hous")  of  Lords,  and  which  is  alluded  to 
by  Mr.  Mills,  was  brought  under  my 
notice  in  July  last,  in  oonsequenoe 
of  an  application  being  made  bjr  the 
Auditor-Cfeneral  to  supervise  the  ac- 
counts of  this  branch  oi  the  Legislature. 
During  the  vacation,  it  often  happens 
that  the  only  members  of  the  Senate  in 
town  are  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  although  we  have  no  peculiar 
right  during  the  vacation  to  speak  for 
the  House,  it  becomes  advisable  some- 
times that  we  should  do  so,  and  we  can 
only  tnist  our  fellow-members  will  par- 
don us  for  undertaking  that  duty,  and, 
if  they  see  that  our  action  was  right  and 
proper,  support  us  when  the  House 
meets.  My  advice,  when  the  Clerk 
applied  to  me,  was  that  the  practice  of 
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the  House  of  Lords  should  be  followed 
so  far  as  it  is  possible,  and  I  had  several 
interviews  with  the  Auditor-General  on 
tills  subject,  the  result  of  which  was 
that  the  Clerk,  by  my  advice,  submitted 
to  the  Auditor-General,  not  a  complete 
statement. of  the  accounts,  but  a  state- 
ment of  the  cheques  which  he  had  given 
from  month  to  month,  and  this  has  been 
done  since  the  1st  of  July  last.  Under 
the  old  practice,  the  Clerk  of  this  House 
received  a  large  sum  from  the  Dominion 
treasury — anterior  to  the  time  of  the 
present  occupant,  a  very  large  sum,  per- 
haps* a  hundred  thousand  at  a  time — and 
it  was  carried  to  his  private)  credit  and 
disbursed  by  him,  from  time  to  time,  by 
cheque.  The  practice  lately  has  been  to 
give  a  warrant  for  a  much  smaller  sum 
— ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars — which 
sum  is  accounted  for  at  the  end  of  each 
month.  The  way  in  which  I  advised  the 
Clerk  to  account  for  it  was  to  sand  in  a 
statement  of  the  amount  and  number  of 
each  cheque  used,  without  mentioning 
the  parties  to  whom  the  cheques  were 
given,  or  other  details.  That  practice 
has  since  been  followed,  and  I  was  con- 
fident that  hon.  gentlemen  here  would 
mipport  me  when  this  House  should 
meet.  Assuming  the  responsibility  of 
advising  that  this  was  the  best  course  to 
be  pursued,  J  farther  recommended  the 
Clerk  to  submit  the  accounts  to  any 
farther  audit,  in  the  same  way  and 
to  the  same  extent  as  obtained  in  Eng- 
land in  referenqe  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
4ind  to  trust  that  they  would  be  ti*eated 
in  the  same  spirit  in  which  hon.  gentle- 
men will  see  by  the  language  which  I 
have  just  quoted  they  are  met  in 
fingland.  This  was  mentioned  to  the 
Auditor-General,  and  so  far  the  proposi- 
tion was  ready  to  be  carried  out  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  and  an  audit  such  as 
the  House  of  Lords  submits  to  would 
have  been  recommended  for  your  sanc- 
tion here,  had  the  matter  gone  on  in  the 
way  in  which  I  then  anticipated.  How- 
ever, upon  mentioning  this  to  other 
members  of  the  Government,  it  appeared 
that  the  same  application  had  been  made 
by  the  Auditor-General  to  the  officers  of 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  in 
order  that  their  accounts  might  also  be 
audited.  I  thought  it  was  desirable ! 
that  the  action  of  the  two  Houses 
should  be  alike^  and  that  if  an  audit  of  the  I 
Hon.  Sir.  Alex,  Campbell 


accounts  of  the  House  of  Commons  was 
acknowledged  to  be  due  under  the  law, 
we  should  authorize  a  like  audit  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Senate.  I  mentioned 
what  I  thought  we  would  be  ready  to  do 
in  this  House.  The  Committee  on  In- 
ternal Economy  in  the  other  House  were 
informed  of  it,  and  it  rested  with  them  to 
say  what  course  they  would  pursue.  On 
their  part,  they  did  not  take  any  action, 
but  referred  the  matter  to  the  Minister 
of  Justice  for  his  opinion  as  to  the  rights 
and  powers  of  the  Auditor-Generai  under 
the  Audit  Act ;  and  there  the  matter 
stands.  So  far  as  this  House  is  concerned, 
I  took  the  responsibility  of  saying  that 
we  would  act  in  the  same  way  as  they 
might  decide  to  do  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  I  was  ready  to  advise  this 
Chamber  to  have  taken  the  step  whicn 
they  are  still  deliberating  about.  I 
cannot  at  all  think  there  is  any  ground 
for  the  sort  of  intimation  which  is  given 
in  the  speech  that  I  have  referred  to, 
that  there  is  an  indis{K)sition  upon  the 
part  of  this  House  to  have  its  accounts 
submitted  to  any  audit  which  the  law 
calls  for,  or  that  we  have  anything  to 
conceal,  or  desire  to  do  anything  but 
maintain  the  privileges  of  the  Senate  and 
see  that  they  are  not  enci'Oached  upon 
through  laxity  of  practioe  or  un- 
authorized action  on  the  part  of  public 
officers,  without  the  full  assent  of  this 
House,  after  a  fair  knowledge  of  all  the 
facts.  I  mention  this  circumstance  now 
because  I  think  the  address  which  I 
move  should  be  considered  on  Monday,  is 
one  involving  a  very  serious  con- 
sideration as  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  Senate,  and  that  it  will  be 
necessary  for  us  to  exercise  caution  in 
the  action  which  we  may  take  upon  it 
It  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  quite  a  novelty, 
and  although  we  desire,  I  am  sure,  to 
maintain  terms  of  perfect  and  respectful 
harmony  with  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  conform  ourselves  to 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  it  is  sup- 
posed   gives    the    Auditor-General    the 

right  of  examining,  to  a  certain  extent 

but  it  should  only  be  acted  upon  ia  the 
spirit  in  which  Mr.  Gladstone  speaks — 
the  accounts  of  this  House,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  it  is  desirable  or  not  to 
communicate  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  on  a  message  like  this,  the 
details  they  ask  for.    It  is  a  point  which 
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i*equire8  deliberation,  and  it  is  because  it 
id  so  that  I  have  asked  the  House  to 
defer  the  consideration  of  the  address 
until  Monday,  so  that  we  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  look  into  it,  and  will  be 
guided  by  the  privileges  of  the  Senate 
and  of  Parliament,  bearing  in  mind  that 
great  deference  is  due  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  more  particu- 
larly on  points  involving  the  expendi- 
ture of  money,  with  which  that  House  i« 
jmstly  charged  with  the  fullest  i-esponsi- 
bility  by  the  people  at  large. 

Hon.  Mr.  DIOKEY— Having  been  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Contingent 
Accounts  csver  since  Confederation,  I  am 
enabled  to  state  that  it  has  been  the 
invariable  practice  when  the  Clerk's 
accounts  were  annually  laid  on  the  table 
of  this  House,  to  refer  them  to  the  Coji- 
tingetit  Committee,  and  that  the  Contin- 
gent Committee  has  as  invariably  each 
session  a))pointed  a  sub-committee  to 
check,  audit  and  report  upon  those  ac- 
counts, with  the  accompanying  vouchers. 
I  make  this  remark  in.  hearing  of 
other  luembers  of  the  Committee,  who 
wUl  support  me  in  that  statement.  It 
so  happens  that,  I  believe  continuously, 
up  to  last  session,  I  was  a  member  of 
that  sub-Gommitt«e,  and,  duiing  most  of 
the  time,  being  chairman  of  it,  it  became 
my  duty  to  report,  and  I  am  able  to 
state,  that,  not  only  was  the  sub-com- 
mittee appointed,  but  that  that  Com- 
mittee carefully  audited  and  checked 
each  item  of  the  Clerk's  accounts  and 
▼ouchera.  They  made  their  i*eport  to 
the  Contingent  Committee,  who  reported 
tu  the  House ;  and  tht:se  reports,  from 
year  to  year,  are  to  be  found  on  the 
Journals  of  the  Senate. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT—I  have  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  interst  to  the  ob- 
servations which  have  fallen  from  the 
leader  of  the  Government  in  this  House, 
in  reference  to  the  course  which  he  has 
thought  proper  to  take  on  the  demand 
made  by  ^he  Auditor-General,  for  a  closer 
investigation  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Senate.  I  think  that  he  has  acted 
Tcry  wisely  and  very  prudently.  I  have 
leng  felt  that  a  very  great  misconception 
exists  outside  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate,  and  as  it  has  been 
•bserved  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Am-, 
herst,  the  contingent  accounts  i  of  this' 
Hon,  Sir  Alex.  (JampbeU. 


House  are  submitted  to  as  close  a^ 
investigation  as  the  contingent  accounts 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature — 
probably  a  much  more  keen  oriticism. 
During  the  time  that  I  have  been  in 
the  Senate,  I  believe  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Contingent  Accounts  Commit- 
tee, though  net  of  the  sub-committee, 
and  1  was  very  much  struck  ironx 
the  beginning  with  the  anxious  care 
•of  the  sub-committee  to  restrict, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  expendi- 
ture which  we  controlled.  I  am 
very  glad  that  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  named  a  day  when  we  can  dis- 
cuss the  subject,  and  consider  the  proper 
course  to  take  on  the  motion  that  he  has 
brought  under  our  notice ;  and  I  think 
he  was  quite  right  in  placing  the  accounts 
of  this  Chamber  on  the  same  basis  as  the 
contingent  accounts  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
unwise  and  a  very  unfortunate  position 
for  the  Senate  to  assume  to  itself  any- 
thing like  exclusive  secresy  in  the  char- 
acter of  its  internal  expenditure.  I  do 
not  think  the  Senate  has  anything  to 
fear  in  the  investigation.  I  think  that 
they  can  invite  the  fullest  examination, 
and,  therefore,  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment acted  prudently  in  stating  that  this 
Chamber  was  prepared  to  adopt,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  examination  of  those  ac- 
counts, the  same  course  as  was  adopted 
by  the  Committee  in  the  other  Chamber. 
The  rule  laid  down  in  the  observations 
made  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  I  think,  is  the 
true  one.  While  the  Senate  should  have 
no  desire  to  conceal  from  the  public  the 
details  of  its  ex|>enditure,  still  there 
ought  to  be  deference  and  delicacy  shown 
when  the  petty  accounts  had  been 
already  audited  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Senate.  A  certain  amount, of  deference 
should  be  paid  to  the  gentlemen  who 
form  that  sub-committee.  I  think  it  is 
probably  fortunate  that  this  notice  has 
been  brought  up)  because,  as  I  have  said 
in  my  opening  i^emarks,  a  good  deal  of 
misconception  prevails  out  of  doors  as 
regards  the  expenditures  made  by  this 
Chamber. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  follow^ing  Bills  from  the  House  of 
Commons  were  introduced  and  read  the 
first  time : — 
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Bill  (24;  "  To  inoorpor^te  the  Domin- 
iaa  Commercial  Travellers'  Association." 
—(Mr.  Scott) 

Bill  (27)  "  To  incorporate  the  Baptist 
Union  of  Canada." — (Mr.  McMaster.) 

INSOLVENCY  LAWS  REPEAL  BILL. 
SECOND   KEADINO. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (2)  "  To  repeal  the  Acta 
respectins;  insolvency  now  in  force  in 
Canada."  He  said :  In  proposing  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  trouble  the  House 
with  a  great  many  observations  on  the 
subject,  especially  as  this  matter  was 
fully  discussed  so  recently  as  last  session. 
I  may  say  that  there  are  very  serious 
objections  to  the  costly  and  cumbrous 
legislation  which  we  have  at  pi-esent  on 
our  Statute  books,  and  those  objections 
arise  very  much  from  the  inherent  diffi- 
culty of  making  a  bankruptcy  law. 
Amongst  other  objections,  it  is  quite 
manifest  that  the  effect  of  such  a  law  is 
to  promote,  to  a  veiy  large  extent,  com- 
mercial immorality  in  the  country.  It 
operates  in  this  way  :  at  the  very  out- 
set, persons  with  small  means  and  less 
experience,  go  into  business,  and,  if  they 
can  only  get  credit  to  a  certain  extent, 
they  go  on  until  there  is  an  end  of  their 
career,  with  this  consoling  reflection,  that 
if  they  succeed  it  is  well  with  them,  and 
if  they  feil  it  is  equally  well  with  them. 
Now,  the  other  obvious  objection, 
to  the  present  law  arises  from  the 
working  of  that  Act ;  in  the  enormous 
cost  which  so  far  goes  to  diminish  the 
assets  of  the  estate,  the  enormous  cost 
in  inspectors'  and  assignees'  fees,  in 
legal  expenses  and  court  fees.  Now, 
what  has  been  the  history  of  this 
legislation  in  Canada?  We  are  aware 
that  it  commenced  for  the  first  time  in 
the  year  lb69,  and  at  that  time  a  Bill 
was  passed  which  was  subsequently 
amended  on  two  or  three  different  occa- 
sions, the  result  being  a  new  and  consoli- 
dated Act  in  1875.  That  Act  was 
subsequently  amended  in  the  years  1876 
and  1877,  and  the  result  was  legislation 
eovering  some  seventy-five  pages  of  tlie 
Statute  :book  and  embracing  no  less  than 
SI 3  clauses,  besides  sub-sections  and 
schedules.  We  come  then  to  the  legisla- 
ffan.  Mr.  SootL 


tionof  1879.  Oh  that  occasion,  the  bills 
before  the  House  were  referred  to  a 
committee  for  consideration.  That  Com- 
mittee, composed  of  some  of  the  best  legal' 
and  commercial  minds  in  the  House,  sat 
for  nearly  a  month,  and  embodied  the  I'e- 
sult  in  the  Bill  which  was  laid  on  the  table 
of  th  e  House.  That  Bill  was  rej  ec ted  by  a 
decisive  vote,  and  a  Bill  substantially  the 
same  as  is  now  before  the  House  was 
passed  on  a  clear  and  decisive  vote  by  a 
majority  of  over  fifty.  That  action  was 
taken  in  a  new  House,  fresh  from  the 
people,  and  it  must  be  regarded  as  em- 
bodying the  views  of  the  people  on  a  ques- 
tion that  had  been  agitating  the  country 
for  some  time  previous.  On  the  former 
occasion,  when  the  Bill,  vhich  I  say  was 
substantially  the  same  as  the  measure 
now  before  the  House,  was  before  us 
the  objections  chiefly  urged  to  the  passage 
of  the  Act,  and  in  favor  of  its  postpone- 
ment until  this  session,  was  that  it  was 
passed  hastily,  and  that  time  ought  to  be 
given  to  the  House  and  to  the  country 
to  consider  the  question,  and  that  it 
should  not  be  pressed  that  year.  I  pre- 
sume that  this  objection  certainly  cannot 
attach  to  the  present  Bill,  which  has 
again  passed  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  is  now  before  the  Senate  for  consid- 
eration. It  was  passed  with  some  dis- 
cussion, but  without  any  division  being 
asked  for  against  it,  and  I  do  hope  that 
hon.  gentlemen  who  have  opinions  adverse 
to  the  repeal  of  the  Insolvency  Law,  and 
who  have  a  right  to  express  their 
opinions  if  they  think  fit  to  do  so,  will, 
at  the  same  time  refrain  from  asking  the 
House  to  divide  on  the  passage  of  a  Biir 
which  is  evidently  demanded  by  the 
voice  of  the  country.  Now,  let  us  look 
for  a  moment  at  the  state  of  this  ques- 
tion in  other  countries.  We  are  all  aware 
of  the  course  that  has  been  taken  in  the 
United  States  when  the  Congress  of  that 
great  republic,  some  two  or  three  years 
ago,  repealed  their  bankruptcy  laws.  I 
am  aware  that  it  has  been  suggested 
there  is  some  change  of  opinion  on  the- 
subject  in  that  country.  It  has  taken 
some  time  to  manifest  itself,  but  I  have 
yet  to  learn  that  the  stray  opinions  of 
individuals  or  of  a  few  boards  of  trade 
can  be  said  to  shew  in  any  way  that  the 
public  feeling  of  the  Unit^  States  is  for 
reintroducing  the  bankruptcy  law  in 
that  country.     At  all  events  it   will  be- 
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time  enough    to    consider    that  subject 
when   any  action   is  taken  upon  it   by 
Congress.      Then,  in  England,  we    find 
that,  dining  the  present  session,  sweeping 
changes  have  been  proposed  to  be  inti*o- 
duced  into  the  bankruptcy  laws  of   that 
country.      The  Attorney-General  lately 
brought  forward  a  Bill  which   proposed 
to  repeal  all  the  powers  respecting  liqui- 
dations   by  arrangement    and  composi- 
tions.    These  are  all  to  be  abolished,  and 
substituted   for  them  are  to  be  deeds  of 
arrangement  to  trustees,  made   by  the 
debtor    and     creditor,  .  respecti  \  ely — in 
fact  establishing,  substantially,  (lie  mode 
which  has  prevailed  in  the  Pruvinco  from 
which  I  come  for  a  great  many  years. 
Then    it     goes    further    and    provides 
distinctly  for  the  audit   of  accounts  in 
bankruptcy   as  well    as  under  deeds  of 
Arrangement.     It  goes  still  further  and 
provides    that  discharges    to  bankrupts 
uhall  be  refused  in  any  case   where  the 
debtor  has  failed  to  keep  proper  accounts, 
or  has   sj>eculated  rashly,    or  has  lived 
•extravagantly.     All  this  amended  logis 
lation,  which  amounts  almost  to  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  English  bankinipt  laws,  tends 
to    shew    that    the   current  of  opinion 
in  England,  as  in  the  United  States  and 
in   this  country,   has    latterly    been  in 
favor  of  abolishing,  to   a  very  large  ex- 
tent, the  bankruptcy  laws.      Let  us  look 
for  a  moment  at  the  progress  of  public 
opinion  in  this  country.      I  have  spoken 
of  the  legislation  on   bankruptcy  which 
was  amended  by  this  Parliament  so  late 
as  the  year  1877.     In  that  year  probably 
their  action  was  influenced  by  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Dominion  Board  of  Trade  at 
that  time,  which  voted,  I  think,  by  some- 
thing   like    two-thirds,   if     not    three- 
fourths,     against     the     repeal     of    the 
Insolvency     Law.     But     the      current 
was    flowing     on,    and,    in     the    year 
1879,  in  the  same  Dominion  Board  of 
Trade,  when   the   same   resolution   was 
brought  forward  again,  it  was  only  car- 
ried by  the  casting'  vote  of  the  president, 
and  that  in  a  thin  meeting  of  the  Board, 
and  it   was  stated  confidently  that,  had 
there  been  a  full  meeting,  the  resolution 
would  have  carried.     I  may  refer  for  a 
moment  to  the  petitions  on  that  subject 
from  the  city  of  Montreal.      My  hon. 
friend  from  Montreal,  last  year,  presented 
s,  petition  from  some  three  hundred  mer- 
cantile firms  of  that  city,  praying  for  the 
Bon.  Jfr,  Dickey. 


repeal  of  the  Insolvency  Law.     He  also 
presented  petitions  from  the  managers  of 
six  banks,  and  from  four  bank  managers 
and  seventy  mercantile  firms  praying  for 
the  continuance  of  the  law ;  m  that  the 
feeling  has  gone  on   until  it  has  cul- 
minated  in  the  resolution  of  this  year 
and  the  Bill  which  is  now  before  the 
House.     It  has  been  objected  that,  if  yoa 
sweep   away   this    legislation  from   the 
Statute,  book  you  are  going  to  give  rise 
to    greater     evils     than     those     which 
were     manifest     under    the     operation 
of    the     existing     law,    and     reference 
has   been   mado  to   preferential  assign* 
ments.     Hon.  .gentlemen    are  perfeotlj 
Well  aware  that  even  under  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Law  there  is  a  limited  time  before 
bankruptcy  when  assignments  of  personal 
property  may  Ije  made  on  judgments,  and 
mortgages  on  real  estate  may  be  given  to 
preferential  cr»»ditors,  done  in  good  faith, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  debt.     These 
are  allowed  at  present ;    but  I  may  say 
that,     after    all,    it    appeara     to     me 
that     the      question     is    not     such     a 
one    as    would     prevent     this     House 
from     taking    action    in    the     matter, 
because,  where  there  are  not  local  laws, 
these  can  be  made  in  the  different  Pro- 
vinces.    I  quite  admit  that  the  result  of 
the  repeal  of  this  Act  would  be,  to  some 
extent,  to  limit  credit,  and  I  am  far  from 
thinking  thatlhis  would  be  an  unmixed 
evil,  because  I  do  believe  that  this  facility 
for  getting  credit  has  been  the  cause  of  an 
immense  deal   of  over-trading,  and  the 
cause  of  a  great  many  evils  which  tbe 
Insolvent    Act   itself    was  intended    to 
remedy.     For  that  reason  I  think  if  the 
effect  is  to  limit  credit  it  will  be  a  good 
thing.     I  speak  from  a  professional  ex- 
perience of  thirty-five  years,  and  I  can 
say  that  I  never  yet  have  known  a  oise  in 
which  an  honest  man  who  desired  to  make 
an  arrangement  with  his  creditors  had  the 
slightest  difficulty  when  he  was  willing 
to  give  up  his  property.     The  Bill  before 
us  does  not  merely  sweep  away  the  legis- 
lation of  1875  and  amending  Acts,  but 
it  makes  provision  that,  where  the  pro- 
perty  of  the  bankrupt  has  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  official  assignee,  those 
proceedings  may  be  continued  and  com- 
pleted and  the   estate  wound   up,  thus 
providing  for  any  contingency  that  may 
^risc  under  the  circumstances  of  existing 
bankruptcies.      I  may  say  that  the  sim- 
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*plicity  of  the  Act  itself  is  the  very  best 
xeoommendation  of  it.  On  the  former 
occasion  I  expressed  my  regret  that  the 
House  was  not  disposed  to  take  the  view 
of  immediately  repealing  the  Act,  be- 
•cause  I  ventured  to  predict,  as  others  did, 
that  the  result  would  be  a  rush  to  take 
the  benefit  of  the  existing  laws  while 
they  were  in  force.  We  all  know  what 
the  effect  has  been  during  the  past  year, 
and  that  effect,  reacting  on  the  credit  of 
the  country,  has  been  most  injurious.  I 
do  hope  that  the  passage  of  this  Bill  will 
enable  ns  to  meet  future  difficulties  in  a 
much  better  manner  than  we  have  been 
enabled  to  do  in  the  past,  and  after  this 
Bill  has  twice  received  the  sanction  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  general  voice  of  the 
electorate,  I  do  hope  that  this  House 
will  put  it  in  force. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  (in  French) 
— ^In  rising  to  second  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  respecting  the 
Insolvency  Liw  I  do  not  propose  to  take 
up  much  of  the  time  of  the  House ;  but 
I  cannot  help  giving  some  reasons  why 
this  Bill  ought  to  pass.  The  first  reason 
is  that  there  is,  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land,  but  ono  opinion 
among  the  people,  tliat  the  repeal  of  the 
InsolYjncy  Act  is  an  ab^lute  necessity. 
The  proof  of  this  universal  opinion  lies 
in  the  very  fact  that  for  the  two  years 
Parliament  has  had  this  measure  before 
it,  not  a  petition  has  been  presented  in 
^ther  House  adverse  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Act  except  from  some  few  corporations. 
The  second  reason  is  that  the  Bankruptcy 
Law  has  done  much  evil.  During  the 
past  few  years  what  have  we  seen? 
Numbers  of  our  fellow-subjects,  with 
little  or  no  means,  have  been  entering 
into  business  knowing  that  if  they  did 
not  succeed  there  was  a  law  which  would 
help  them  and  give  them  a  discharge  of 
ihor  debts.  The  consequence  of  such 
M  system  has  been  hundreds  of  failures. 
The  stock  in  such  cases  was  sold  at  a 
very  lo*r  price  and  bought  by  other 
merchants  (sometiiues  by  the  debtors 
themselves)  who  could  then  uudei-sell 
others.  Their  neighbors,  meeting  with 
iiiieh  opposition,  coald  not  continue 
Imsiness,  and  their  turn  came  sooner  or 
lator.  Thus  it  has  happened,  that  in 
4K>me  localities  tliat  I  know  of,  one-fifth 
Man,  Mr,  Picket/. 


or  one-sixth  of  the  merchants  have 
failed.  There  is  another  evil  to  whice 
I  must  also  call  attention.  It  is  the 
when  these  bankruptcies  occur,  the  stock 
is  put  into  the  hands  of  the  official 
assignees,  and  when  everything  is  settled 
these  assignees  have  absorbed  *all  or 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  estates,  and  very 
little  remains  to  be  distributed  among 
the  creditors.  This  1m  w,  as  it  now  stands 
on  our  Statute  book,  is  nothing  more  or 
less  than  a  law  to  legalize  injustice, 
cheating  and  stealing.  No  Parliament 
has  power,  morally  speaking,  to  declare 
that  a  certain  class  of  the  community  has 
such  a  privilege  as  that  which  is  generally 
given  by  this  Insolvent  Act  of  ours  — 
the  privilege  of  not  paying  their  honest 
debts.  I  know  that  there  may  be  some 
exceptional  cases  where  the  civil  power 
can  grant  such  a  privilege,  but  never  in 
the  general  manner  it  is  given  under  our 
Insolvency  Law,  which  everyone  admits 
is  a  fruitful  source  of  fraud.  I  believe 
that  these  are  the  most  important  reasons 
that  cun  be  given  in  support  of  the 
repeal  of  the  law,  and,  therefore,  I  am 
confident  that  this  House  will  give,  this 
session,  a  vote  which  will  remove  that 
Act  irom  our  Statute  books.  I  believe 
this  the  more  when  I  recall  the  fact  that 
almost  every  member  in  this  House 
stated  last  jear,  when  the  discussion  on 
this  same  Bill  took  place,  that  while 
they  acknowledged  the  Insolvency  Act 
was  not  a  good  law,  they  thought  it 
should  not  be  too  nastily  re}>eal^,  and 
that  we  ought  to  give  the  local  legisla- 
tures time  to  legislate,  as  they  had  a 
right  to  do,  to  supply  its  place.  Then, 
they  contended,  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  repeal  the  Insolvency  Act.  This  year, 
this  objection  cannot  be  raised,  since 
Ontario  has  already  passed  a  law,  and 
the  legislatures  of  other  provinces  are 
now  in  session.  If  we  repeal  the  Insol- 
vent Act,  those  legislatures  may  at  once 
enact  such  measures  as  they  think  proper 
to  replace  our  Dominion  law. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— This 
Bill  certainly  comes  before  the  Senate 
under  difi*erent  aspects  from  that  which  it 
presented  when  under  cousideiution  last 
year.  It  had  then  been  adopted,  as  might 
have  been  urged,  and  as  was  urged,  some- 
what suddenly^  and  without  any  very 
lengthened  consideration  elsewhere,  and 
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it  was  thought  in  this  House  that  it 
would  be  desirable,  at  all  eveats,  to  give 
some  further  opportunity  for  the  recon- 
sideration of  80  important  a  measure  in 
that  branch  of  the  Legi.slature,  and  many 
members  of  the  Senate  felt  justified  in 
Toting*then  against  a  similar  Bill  to  that 
which  is  now  before  us  on  that  ground. 
It  was  also  thought  desirable  by  many 
hon.  gentlemen,  I  am  aware,  that  more 
time  should  be  given  to  the  local  legis- 
latures to  make  such  preparations  as 
they  might  deem  necessary  to  meet  the 
contingency  of  the  Bankruptcy  Law 
being  absolutely  repealed  this  session. 
As  the  hon.  Senator  from  De  Lanaudi^re 
(Mr.  Belierosp)  has  mentioned,  the 
Legislature  of  Ontario  has  taken 
advantage  of  the  delay  that  was  given 
by  the  action  of  this  House  last 
session  to  make  preparations  which, 
I  hope,  will  be  very  useful  to  meet 
the  contingencies  which '  may  arise 
when  the  existing  Insolvent  Act  is  re- 
pealed. It  was  pretty  evident  to  the 
Crovemment  last  session  that,  if  a 
measure  of  this  kind  should  be  intro- 
duced this  session,  it  would,  probably, 
be  carried  through  the  Legislature,  and, 
thei*efore,  we  felt  it  to  be  our  duty — and 
it  devolved  upon  me — to  initiate  a 
correspondence  with  the  Premier  of 
Ontario,  the  result  of  which  was 
the'  preparation  of  the  Bill  to 
which  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bellerose) 
has  drawn  attention,  passed  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  Province,  and  which  is 
intended,  as  far  as  possible,  to  meet  any 
evils  which  might  arise  from  the  passage 
of  the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  Those 
gentlemen  who  are  familiar  with  the 
laws  of  the  Provinces  of  Quebec  and 
Ontario,  believe  that  the  former  stands 
in  a  better  position  than  the  latter  in 
the  provision  made  for  the.  distribution 
of  insolvent  estates.  The  law  recently 
enacted  by  Ontario  has  been,  more  or 
less,  framed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
laws  which  obtain  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  and  seeks  to  give,  as  far  as 
possible,  a  fair  distribution  of  the  assets 
of  a  debtor  whose  goods  and  chattels 
are  taken  in  execution.  Under  the 
former  laws  of  Ontario  the  first  execu- 
tion took  everything.  Under  the  law 
of  Quebec,  as  it  has  all  along  stood,  the 
estate,  when  seized  in  execution,  became 
the  pro[ierty  of  all  the  creditora  who 
Hon.  Sir  Alex*  Campbell. 


fyled  their  claims  within  a  certain 
period.  That  is  a  provision  which  re- 
co.n  mends  itself  to  the  favorable  consi- 
deration  of  everyone,  and  does,  to  a 
certain  extent,  provide  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Insolvency  Laws. 
Other  provisions  have  been  adopted  from 
the  Quebec  system  also,  and  some,  origi- 
nating in  Ontario  itself,  have  been  sug- 
gested by,  gentlemen  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion there,  and  a  provision  has  been 
made  there  which  is  more  or  less  perfect, 
and  which,  indeed,  I  learn  from  the 
Premier  of  Ontario,  is  considered  by  him 
to  meet  pretty  well  the  difficulties  which 
will  arise  in  Ontario,  except  one  or  two 
points  which  he  mentioned  in  hw  corres- 
pondence with  me,  and  which,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  be  redressed  hereafter  by 
legislation  which  he  thinks  is  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  Dominion  Parliament- 
But,  irrespective  of  these  considerations, 
and  of  the  time  which  has  thus  been 
given  to  the  Provinces  to  legislate  for  the 
position  in  which  they  will  be  pl&ced  by 
the  repeal  of  these  laws,  there  is  another 
consideration  to  which  I  desire  to  draw 
attention  as  explanatory  of  the  reason 
why  the  Grovernment  has  not  pi'esented 
to  Parliament,  this  session,  any  new  Bill 
to  take  the  place  of  that  which  it  is 
sought  now  to  repeal.  Not  only  are 
these  provisions  made  but  it  would  seem, 
by  the  second  vote  taken  in  the  other 
branch  of  Parliament,  by  the  matter 
having  been  before  the  public  since  last 
session,  and  by  the  almost  unanimous 
feeling  of  the  House  of  Commons  that  th» 
Insolvency  Laws  should  be  absolutely 
repealed,  that  the  present  is  not  a  fa- 
vorable time  to  endeavor  to  provide 
legislation  here  to  take  the  place  of  the 
existing  Act.  If  we  legislate  at  all,  we 
must  legislate  in  that  direction,  and  over 
nearly  the  same  ground,  and,  therefore,. 
the  decision  of  the  Government — and  we 
have  given  a  good  deal  of  thought  to  the 
matter— is  that  it  is  better,  in  the^ 
interest  of  commerce  and  of  the  public 
generally,  to  allow,  so  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  the  Insolvency  Law  to  be 
repealed,  and  left  the  effect  of  that  repeal,, 
tempered  as  it  will  be  by  recent  legisla- 
tion in  Ontario,  be  experienced. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— The  Legisla- 
tures of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova 
Scotia  are  now  both  in  session. 
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•  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Not  only  that, 
but  both  have  promised  legislation 
49imilRr  to  that  passed  in  Ontario. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL —  I 
am  very  glad  to  hear  it  The  effect 
of  the  repeal  will  be  experienced  for  a 
4;imey  tempered,  therefore,  by  the  legisla- 
tion in  the  vaiious  Provinces  which  have 
been  mentioned,  and,  by  the  established 
laws  of  Quebec,  and  it  will  be  seen  whether 
it  is  really  in  the  interest  of  the  whole 
eommnnity  to  have  no  insolvency  laws, 
or  whether  a  demand  will  be  made  to 
legislate  again  in  the  direction  of  the 
existing  Act.  The  present  feeling  in 
Parliament  will  have  passed  away,  under 
the  impressions  derived  from  the  actual 
working  of  the  new  system,  temperad  in 
the  manner  I  have  mentioned,  and  Par- 
liament will  have  a  better  opportunity  to 
decide,  after  the  experience  of  a  year  or 
two,  the  extent  and  direction  of  the 
legislation  i-equired.  For  all  these  oon- 
siderations,  the  Government  have  thought 
that  the  wiser  course  to  pursue  was  to 
suffer  the  Bill,  which  my  hon.  friend 
<(Mr.  Dickey)  has.  brought  under  our 
attention,  to  pass,  and  to  [see  what  the 
experience  of  the  next  year  will  teach 
us. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I.had  hoped  that 
the  Government  would  have  been  pre- 
pared to-day,  seeing  that  the  present  law 
is  about  to  be  repealed,  to  have  announced 
that  some  provision  would  be  made  to 
meet  the  consequences  of  its  vepeal.  No 
doubt  the  House  of  Commons,  elected 
two  years  ago,  seemed  to  have  formed 
the  opinion  at  once  that  the  Insolvency 
Act  did  not  work  fairly  or  justly,  and  by 
jk  very  decided  vote — two  to  ona  Ap- 
parently the  representatives  of  the  people 
very  generally  believe  the  law  should  be 
repealed.  I  think  this  is  a  very  great 
mistake,  Canada  is  largely  engaged  in 
trade  and  commerce,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  greatest  caution  on  the  part  of 
mercantile  men,  failures  must  occur, 
and  when  they  do  happen  there  is  no 
means,  other  than  the  medium  of  a  bank- 
ruptcy law,  by  which  an  equal  and  equit- 
able distribution  of  the  estate  of  the 
insolvent  can  be  secured.  The  Local 
Legislature  may  provide  the  machinery 
by  which  creditors  may  rank  on  sales 
made  by  the  sheriff,  but  they  cannot 
Hon,  Mr,  Dickey. 


invest  that  functionary  with  the  powers 
of  an  assignee  under  the  Insolvent  Act. 
The  subjects  of  bankmptcy and  insolvency 
are  exclusively  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Federal  Parliament,  and  any  legisla- 
tion by  the  Local  Legislatures  providing 
for  the  distribution  of  estateu  of  debtors 
is  tUtra  vires.  The  acts  about  being 
passed  by  the  Local  Legislatures  wiU 
simply  provide  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  such  goods  as  the 
sheriff  may  seize,  and  go  no  further. 
There  is  no  maebinery  enabling  that 
officer  to  take  into  execution  the  notes, 
bills  and  accounts  of  the  insolvent  estates. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
did  not  say  they  would  take  the  place  of 
this  law  ;  I  simply  stated  they  would 
temper  the  effect.  " 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— My  hon.  friend 
used  that  word,  but  the  assumption  has 
gone  abroad  that  these  laws  weuld  stand 
in  place  of  the  Insolvency  Act.  I  think 
myself  that  is  a  great  mistake,  and  that 
the  feeling  of  hostility  against  the  Insol- 
vency Act  has  been  largely  due  to  the 
fact  that  creditors  themselves  did  not 
take  sufficient  interest  in  bankrupt 
estates.  The  objections  to  ttie  law 
as  amended  in  1875  and  1876 
were  chiefly  that  too  great  facilities 
were  given  to  insolvents  to  obtain  their 
discharge.  That  was  obviated  by  the 
adoption  of  amendments  in  1877.  I 
think  that,  unless  the  estate  paid  fifty 
cents  lin  the  dollar,  the  judge  could  not 
grant  a  discharge.  The  objection  of  the 
great  expense  in  closing  up  an  insolvent 
estate  is  one  that  is  not  well  founded, 
inasmuch  as  the  scope  of  the  Insolvent 
Act  is  to  give  the  creditors  themselves 
the  control  of  insolvent  estates,  and  for 
the  imperfect  working  of  the  Act  the 
creditors  themselves  are  entirely  to  blame. 
The  spirit  of  indifiei-ence  that  manifests 
itself  among  the  creditors  when  a  debtor 
goes  into  insolvency  is  most  extraordin- 
ary. The  official  assignee  almost  im- 
mediately transfers  the  estate  to  the 
creditors.  They  name  their  own 
assignee,  and  make  such  arrangements  as 
they  think  proper  to  wind  it  up.  The 
estate  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
parties  most  interested;  yet  they  seem 
indifferent  to  their  own  interests.  In 
England  it  was  found  necessary  to  pro- 
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tect  the  creditors  against  themselves. 
Their  law,  like  ours,  gave  the  creditors 
the  control  of  insolvent  estates,  yet  it 
was  found  that  the  creditors  shewed  such 
indifference  that  grave  mismanagement 
was  the  result,  and  now  a  court  has  been 
constituted  whose  special  purpose  it  is  to 
take  estates  out  of  the  hands  of  the  cre- 
ditors for  the  very  purpose  of  seeing 
them  carefully  wound  up.  1  think  it 
will  be  found  somewhat  disastrous  in 
business  circles  to  leave  the  country  for 
a  year  without  the  advantage  of  an  In- 
solvent Act.  I  think  that  a  great  deal 
of  impropriety,  to  use  a  mild  word,  will 
occur  in  matters  of  trade,  that  very  large 
preferences  will  be  given  to  creditors, 
and  gross  frauds  practised  wHen  a  trader 
finds  an  execution  is  to  issue  against  him. 
I  do  not  at  all  agree  with  some  hon.  gen- 
tlemen who  advance  the  opinion  that  an 
Insolvent  Act  is  not  a  necessity.  One 
hon.  gentleman  said  that  the  effect  of  the 
Insolvent  Act  was  to  spread  immorality. 
That  is  an  extreme  statement  in  the 
present  age.  Canada  is  practically  a  com- 
mercial country,  and  a  tiuder,  no  matter 
what  caution  he  may  exercise,  or  on 
what  principles  he  may  conduce  his 
business,  is  not  independent  of  ex- 
ternal circumstances.  He  may  be 
ruined,  and  frequently  is  ruined,  by 
causes  over  which  he  has  no  con- 
trol. The  fiscal  policy  of  this  country, 
or  of  any  other  country,  may  drive  him 
into  bankruptcy.  We  know  that  the 
great  cause  of  ruin  among  our  merchant 
princes   in  the   lumber  trade  in  1874, 

1875  and  1876,  was  not  any  recklessnss 
on  their  part,  but  simply  due  to  the  fact 
that  depression  prevailed  in  England  and 
the  United  States,  that  the  demand  for 
lumber  almost  ceased,  and  prices  fell  very 
greatly.  The  consequence  was  that  they 
were  unable  to  meet  their  engagements 
Men  who,  in  1872,  considered  themselves 
worth   half  a  million  dollars  found,   in 

1876  and  1877  that,  they  were  insolvent 
from  no  special  cause  that  they  them- 
selves could  control,  and  one  failure  fre- 
qiiently  draws  many  others  in  its  train,  so 
interwoven  are  business  engagements. 
I  think  myself  it  would  be  wise 
if  thia  law  is  to  be  repealed,  even 
at  the  end  of  the  session,  to  intro- 
duce some  Act  that  would  enable 
creditors  to  reach  the  estates  of  debtors. 
The  Act  might    not    go    the  extreme 
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length  of  the  present  Insolvent  Law,  and 
provide  for  the  discharge  of  insolvents,, 
but  some  machinery  should  be  devised 
by  which  creditors  could  get  all  the 
estates  of  a  debtor,  and  to  enable  an 
equal  distribution  to  be  male. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALBXANDER-I  am  very 
glad  to  be  able  to  endorse  the  views 
which  have  been  expressed  by  the  leader 
of  the  Grovernment  (Sir  4 lex.  Campbell) 
in  regard  to  this  question.  He  very 
properly  reminded  the  House  that,  when, 
upon  the  last  occasion  a  Bill  of  a  similar 
chai*acter  came  up  from  the  Commons^ 
the  majority  in  this  Chamber,  sharing  the 
anxieties  of  certain  boards  of  trade  and 
moneyed  institutions,  that  we  might  be 
exposed  to  serious  difficulties  arising  from 
the  old  evil  of  preferential  assignments — 
sharing  those  anxieties,  they  rejected  the 
Bill  last  session.  But  another  year  has 
passed,  and,  the  Commons  having  now  on 
division  calmly  passed  this  Bill  to  repeal 
the  Insolvent  Law,  and  holding  the  opin- 
ions which  we  do,  we  are  prepared  now  U> 
give  our  assent  to  this  Bill,  amidst  all  the 
difficulties  surrounding  the  question.  1 
desire  to  state  that  I  am  of  the  number 
who  hold  that  it  is  injurious,  in  more 
senses  than  one,  to  have  an  insolvent 
law  permanently  upon  our  Statute  book. 
I  desire  to  state  that  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  Senator  from  De  Lanaudi6re(\]r. 
Bellerose),  who  addressed  us  in  French, 
that  a  continue<l  insolvent  law  engenders 
and  fosters  a  dishonest  spirit  in  the  coun- 
try, and  I  am  therefore  obliged  to  depart 
from  the  views  of  the  ex-Secretary  of 
State  (Mr.  Scott)  upon  this  question. 
I  fear  we  have  all  witnessed  a  class  of 
young  traders  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
rushingintoa  wild  andnotover-scrupuloua 
mode  of  trading — selling  recklessly 
at  under  cost,  to  secure  the  trade^ — - 
knowing  that  if  they  should  go  down» 
they  can  always  compel  their  creditors  to 
accept  a  settlement  and  commence  again. 
That  class  of  unscrupulous  traders  have 
shewn  tliat  they  care  not  what  losses 
they  throw  upon  our  hanking  institu*^ 
tions  or  on  the  wholesale  importeiv. 
This  is  a  reckless  mode  of  trading  which 
certainly  should  not  be  fostered  and 
encouraged  by  the  laws  ii}>on  our  Statute 
book.  I  believe  that  the  soundest  course 
for  the  Dominion  Le^latare  to  pursue 
is  to  afford  fooilities  by  legislationi  aajr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Insolvency  Laws 


[Mabch  10,  1880.] 


Repeal  Bill, 


127 


every  five  years,  for  those  men  of  enter- 
prise who  have  been  overtaken  by  mis- 
fortune to  effect  a  settlement  with  their 
oreditors,  so  that  they  may  be  relieved 
of  embarrassments,  which  may  overtake 
the  most  apright  men,  and  that 
the  country  may  not  lose  the 
benefit  o^  their  enterprise  and  expe- 
rience in  the  future.  Feeling  assured 
that  the  Local  Legislatures  have  antici- 
vated  the  repeal  of  this  Bill,  and  pro- 
aided,  by  an  Act,  to  prevent  preferential 
pssignments,  1  am  sure  that  a  large 
majority  of  this  Senate  will  conceive  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  endorse  the  action  of 
the  House  of  Commons  and  pass  the 
Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRXJDEL— T  did  not 
intend  to  speak  on  this  subject,  having 
spoken  at  full  length  last  year,  but  I  can- 
not allow  the  remarks  of  the  hou.  gentle- 
man from  Ottawa  to  pass  without  some 
reply.  He  has  stated  that  the  country 
cannot  exist  without  an  insolvency  law, 
and  referred  to  the  feeling  that  exists  in 
England.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  the 
feeling  that  prevails  throughout  the 
world,  as  well  as  in  England,  is  against 
the  insolvency  laws.  A  few  weeks  ago 
I  received  some  letters  from  a  very 
prominent  business  man  in  Canada,  who 
is  now  in  Europe,  at  Antwerp.  He  has 
been  for  two  years  in  England,  where  he 
had  occasion  to  meet  many  of  the  pro- 
minent men  in  trade  in  that  country, 
and  he  says  that  the  feeling  that  prevails 
there  is  against  all  insolvent  laws.  He 
also  states  that  the  same  feeling  exists  in 
Belgium,  and  in  many  other  parts  of 
Europe.  From  what  this  gentleman  has 
observed  in  Europe,  and  from  reading 
the  reviews  which  have  treated  largely 
on  that  question,  he  has  become  an 
advocate  for  the  repeal  of  the  law, 
although  he  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
Insolvent  Act  a  few  years  ago.  The 
hon.  Senator  from  Ottawa  says  there  is 
no  machinery  provided  by  the  laws  of  the 
Provinces  to  meet  cases  of  insolvency 
should  the  Insolvent  Act  be  re{>ealed. 
I  do  not  know  what  are  the*  laws 
of  some  of  the  Provinces,  and  I  cannot 
say  what  law  has  been  recently  passed  in 
Ontario,  and  what  are  to  be  passed  in 
other  Provinces  where  the  Legislatures 
are  now  in  session  ;  but  I  may  say  that 
in  Quebec  we  have  a  system  which  is 
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|)erfect  in  iteelf,  and  I  do  not  fear  con- 
tradiction on  this  point :  that  we  have,, 
without  the  Insolvent  Act,  the  same 
means  as  are  provided  by  that  law.  It 
is  said  that  the  sheriff  could  not,  if  the 
Insolvent  Act  is  repealed,  seize  bills, 
notes  and  money  of  debtors.  In  Quebec, 
it  is  sufficient  for  a  creditor  to  go  before 
an  officer  appointed  to  administer  an 
oath,  and  swear  that  a  debtor  is  a  trader, 
that  he  is  notoriously  insolvent,  that  he 
has  refused  to  an'ange  with  his  creditors 
or  to  make  an  assignment,  and  that  he 
still  carries  on  his  business.  On  such  an 
affidavit  a  writ  of  attachment  is  issued 
by  the  court,  and  in  virtue  of  this  writ, 
the  sheriff,  or  any  other  officer  .of  the 
court,  can  attach  all  the  movables  and 
immovables  of  the  party.  He  may 
close  the  store  and  take  hold  of  the  whole 
of  the  assets  of  the  debtor.  The  only 
difference  between  the  working  of  that 
system  and  the  Insolvent  Law  is  that  the 
liquidation  of  the  estate  is  not  made  in 
the  same  way.  According  to  our  law 
the  property  would  be  sold  by  the  sheriff, 
and  hon.  gentlemen  will  admit  that  ex- 
perience has  shewn  that  there  is  not 
much  advantage  to  be  gained  by  the  cre- 
ditors in  having  such  things  majiaged  by 
the  assignee.  I  do  not  see  why  an  officer 
called  a  sheiiff  or  a  bailiff  could  not  dis- 
pose of  the  assets  of  an  insolvent  with  as  ) 
much  profit  as  another  officer  appointed 
by  law,  called  an  assignee.  The  differ- 
ence is,  that  in  all  our  large  cities  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  the  sheriff  is  paid  by 
the  Government,  and  a  very  small  per- 
centage is  taken  out  of  the  estate.  The 
sheriff  is  empowei-ed  by  the  writ  from 
the  court  to  attach  all  that  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  debtor,  and  if 
there  are  reasons  for  believing  that 
there  is  property  of  his  in  the  hands 
of  other  parties,  a  writ  called  seitie  en 
moins  tierces  is  issued  which  allows  the 
officer  of  the  court  to  attach  that  property 
in  the  hands  of  third  parties,  so  that  every 
possible  guarantee  is  given  to  creditors 
that  the  assets  of  their  debtor  will  be 
secured  to  them.  When  the  proceeds 
of  such  a  sale  go  into  court  they  cannot 
be  given  to  the  party  who  issues  the 
attachment,  l)ecause  he  has  alleged  the 
insolvency  of  the  debtor,  and  then  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  prothonotory  to  call  the 
creditors  of  the  insolvent  together  for 
an  equitable  distribution  of  the  proceeds. 
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The  hon.  Senator  from  Ottawa  said  that 
the  law  as  it  exists  is  a  good  one,  ant 
that  the  bad  effects  of  it  were  due  to 
the  indifference  of  the  creditors  who 
peglected  to  attend  meetings  for  the 
winding  up  of  the  estates  of  insolvent 
debtors  ;  but  anyone  who  has  experience 
in  business  knows  that,  generally  speak- 
.ing,  merchants  have  something  else  to  do 
than  to  attend  such  meetings.  Frequently 
it  is  considered  unwise  to  neglect  im-. 
portant  and  paying  business  transactions 
to  run  after  the  estate  of  an  insolvent 
tlat  may  not  pay  ^ve  cents  en  the  dollar. 
It  is  not  due  to  indifference  on  the  part 
of  the  creditors  that  those  meetings  are 
not  attended,  but  to  the  fact  that  such 
meetings  have  become  so  frequent  that 
they  take  more  of  the  time  of  a  business 
man  to  attend  to  them  than  he  can 
afford  to  lose  when  he  knows  that,  in  most 
cases,  the  greater  part  of  the  insolvent's 
estate  will  go  to  pay  the  assignee.  The 
feeling  which  seems  to  prevail  all  over 
the  world  is  against  the  very  principle 
of  the  Insolvent  Act.  1  think  the  exist- 
ence of  a  bankrupt  law  creates  an  abnor- 
mal state  of  things.  The  normal  state 
of  trAde  requires  that  all  parties  transact- 
ing business  should  be  placed  on  an  equal 
foocing,  and  that  the  party  who  under- 
takes an  obligation  should  be  bound  to 
fulfil  it,  and,  us  properly  stated,  the  law 
which  intervenes  and  abolishes  the  obli- 
gation of  the  debtor  to  pay  his  creditor  is 
of  itself  an  abnormal  law.  Of  coui^se 
there  are  exceptional  cases,  but  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Amherst  has  said, 
when  a  business  man  has  acted  properly 
and  honestly  he  always  meets  with  the 
good  will  of  his  creditors.  I  know  that 
there  are  exceptional  cases  in  which  the 
uttermost  farthing  is  demanded  and  dis- 
charge refused  by  some  unreasonable 
creditor,  but  it  Ls  well  known  that  the 
Legislature  can  never  succeed  in  reach- 
ing all  exceptional  cases,  and  we  ought 
to  legislate  for  the  rule  and  not  for  the 
exception.  I  hope  that  there  will  be  no 
division  on.  this  question.  I  consider 
the  adoption  of  this  Bill  will  be  a  great 
metins  for  restonng  confidence  in  the 
country  and  a  normal  condition  of 
business.  Reference  was  made  to. 
petitions  that  have  been  received  from  the 
city  of  Montreal  As  far  as  I  could 
ascertain,  the  feeling  of  the  great  majority 
jof  the  business  men  of  that  city  is  against 
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the  Insolvent  Law,  and  the  only  reason 
given  by  some  that  it  should  be  retained 
is  the  imperfect  state  of  the  laws  in  other 
Provinces,  which  does  not  allow  a  creditor 
to  share  in  the  proceeds  of  the  estate  of 
his  insolvent  debtor.  As  soon  as  the 
petitioners  see  that  other  Provinces  are 
providing  systems  which  will  allow 
ofthe  assets  of  an  insolvent  to  be  pro- 
perly divided  amongst  his  creditors,  they 
will  be  the  first  to  rejoice^in  the  repeal  of 
this  law. 

Hon.  Mr.  KATJLBACH-  My  views 
on  this  subject  have  been  very  fully  ex- 
pres.sed  on  former  occasions.  Last  ses- 
sion I  declared  myself  opposed  to  our 
Insolvent  Act  as  demoralizing  in  its 
tendencies  and  bad  in  its  moral  effects 
upon  the  commercial  community  of  the 
country,  and  in  its  tendency  to  reckless- 
ness in  trade.  I  have  no  reason  to 
change,  but  on  the  contrary,  am  con- 
firmed in  the  position  which  I  then  took. 
I  believe  that  this  House  was  convinced 
last  year  that  the  law  was  undesirable, 
yet  the  conservative  feeling  which 
prevails  here  prevented  the  passage  of 
the  repealing  Bill  lest  its  immediate 
enactment  should  inconvenience  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  But  the 
country  now  looks  for  it,  and  is  prepared 
for  it.  I  regretted  the  stand  taken  by 
the  Senate  on  that  occasion,  because  I 
foresaw  the  effect  of  continuing  a  law, 
the  principles  of  whicb  were  injurious  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and 
should  only  be  resorted  to  under  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  and  an  abnormal 
condition  of  trade.  We  now  find  the 
leaders  on  both  sides  of  this  House,  who 
were  last  year  opposed  to  the  Bill,  giving 
way  to  the  feeling  which  generally 
pervades  the  whole  community  in  favor 
of  repealing  the  existing  law.  I  believe 
that  the  Insolvent  Act  is  bad  in  princi- 
ple, and  you  cannot  by  legislation  make 
it  a  benefit  to  the  country  when  it  is  in 
itself  wrong.  I  have  always  contended 
that  thiB  law  aggravated  the  commercial 
distress,  and  had  a  very  demoralizing 
and « disastrous  effect.  In  Nova  Scotia 
some  men  began  to  tliink  nothing  of  not 
|>aying  their  debts;  they  did  not  con- 
sider that  there  was  any  moral  obligation 
to  do  so,  and  the  law  had  a  tendency  to 
create  such  a  feeling.  Of  course  there 
may   be  some    abnormal    state  of   the 
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'Country  that  migbt  render  a  law  of  this 
kind  necessary.  To  meet  emergencies 
of  that  kind  a  law  should  be  enacted,  but 
that  a  law  should  be  on  the  Statute 
books  to  enable  a  man  to  get  rid  of  his 
debts,  the  official  assignee  aiding  him 
therein,  in  the  way  that  this  law  does, 
b  sufficient  to  disorganise  the  whole 
trade  of  the  country,  and  fully  justifies 
the  clamor  for  its  repeal.  I  have 
a  lettei;  from  a  gentleman  in  general 
trade  in  Lunenburg  in  which  he 
says,  "  I  hope  you  will  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  repeal  what  has  proved 
to  be  a  carsed  law  upon  honest  dealers, 
which  is  the  Bankruptcy  Law."  I  believe 
that  this  is  the  feeling  which  prevails 
throughout  Nova  Scotia,  the  oldest  Pro- 
vince in  the  Dominion,  and  one  where 
they  have  had  long  experience  in  trade. 
We  got  along  well  without  a  bankruptcy 
Act,  and,  though  we  had  occasional  fail- 
ures, if  the  bankrupt  was  proved  honest 
the  practice  was  to  release  him  from  his 
liabilities,  and  he  was  helped  on  his  feet 
again.  Of  course  there  were  some  few 
exceptional  cases,  wbei*e  debtors  experi- 
enced harsh  treatment ;  but  we  are  not 
legislating  for  the  few,  for  the  exceptions, 
but  for  the  many,  for  the  people,  for  the 
country  at  large.  The  Insolvent  Act  has, 
as  I  have  already  said,  had  a  demoralizing 
effect  upon  the  whole  Province.  It 
•caused  unlimited  credit  and  induced  men 
without  uuch  experience,  capital  or  ca- 
pacity to  rush  into  business,  and  made 
many  of  them  careless  whether  they  paid 
their  debts  or  not.  The  result  has  been 
that  trade  in  Nova  Scotia  has,  to  a  large 
extent,  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  men  of 
experience,  many  of  whom  have  been 
ruined  through  the  reckless  tradei-s,  and 
is  largely  controlled  by  men  who  are 
utterly  incompetent.  I  am  sure  that  the 
Senate  will  now,  after  mature  considera- 
tion, the  country  having  again  declared 
its  wishes,  endorse  the  action  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  do  not  know  any 
reason  why  the  law  should  not  be 
repealed.  Prosperity  i3  returning 
to  the  country,  and  we  want  no 
such  legislation.  If,  unfortunately, 
anything  should  occur  to  change  this 
aspect  of  affairs,  and  distress  should 
again  come  upon  us,  it  might  be  neces- 
sary to  pass  such  a  measure,  although  I 
do  not  believe,  even  then,  that  you  can 
frame  a  law  which  would  be  generally 
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beno^cial  throughout  the  Dominion.  It 
has  beexi  found  unsatisfactory  in  Engr 
land,  and  the  United  Stites  has  aban- 
doned it.  The  moral  principle  is  that 
every  man  should  pay  his  debts,  and  any 
legislation  that  tends  to  relieve  from 
that  obligation  cannot  but  have  a  demor- 
alising effect.  All  the  country  looks  for 
and  wants  is  a  simple  and  speedy  mode 
of  collecting  and  equitably  distributing 
the  assets  of  insolvents.  All  legislation 
that  has  attempted  more  than  that, 
experience  has  proved  not  only  to  have 
been  a  failure  but  damaging  in  its  effect 
upon  honest  trade. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  did  not  intend 
to  take  any  part  in  this  discussion, 
because  I  consider  that  this  question 
has  already  been  debated  very  fully  in 
this  House  and  in  another  place,  and 
that  no  new  light  can  be  thrown  upon  it. 
I  would  not  now  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House  in  discussing  it  if  it  had 
not  been  for  some  of  the  arguments 
which  have  been  advanced  by  hon.  gen- 
tlemen who  have  addressed  the  Senate, 
and  especially  the  two  last  speakers. 
The  position  these  gentlemen  take  seems 
to  me  to  be  so  utterly  contrary  to  sound 
sense  and  sound  policy,  that  I  cannot  for 
a  moment  have  it  supposed  that,  in 
voting  for  the  repeal  of  the  present  ob- 
noxious law,  I  am  governed  by  the  argu- 
ments they  have  adduced.  These  gen- 
tlemen have  here  contended  that  an 
insolvency  law  is  unsound  in  principle 
and  demoralising  in  tendency.  I  beg  to 
state,  for  ray  own  part,  although  I  intend 
to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  existing  law, 
that  I  believe  the  very  opposite  to  what 
these  gentlemen  have  enunciated.  I 
think  that  an  insolvency  law  is  not  un- 
sound in  principle  and  not  demoralising 
in  tendency  where  it  is  fairly  and  faith- 
fully executed.  I  believe  that  such  a 
law  as  the  Insolvency  Act  is  sound  in 
principle  and  justice,  and  in  every  aspect 
of  commercial  and  national  economy, 
und  I  am  borne  out  in  that  belief  by  the 
judgment  and  usage  of  those  nations  of 
the  world  best  competent  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  it.  It  is  true  that  the 
great  nation  alongside  of  us  has  rf'cently 
repealed  its  Insolvency  Act,  but  that 
took  place  only  two  years  ago,  and  the 
people  are  now  clamoring  for  its  re- 
enactment.  In  England,  a  country 
9' 
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which  cei'tainly  ought  to  be  a  model  and 
example  to  us,  and  not  only  to  us,  but  to 
all  the  world  in  legislation  relating  to 
commerce  orcommercial  morality ,  a  bank:- 
ruptcy  law  has  existed  almost  uninter- 
ruptedly for  a  period  in  regard  to  which 
I  will  not  attempt  to  speak  precisely, 
and  at  the  present  time  this  question  is 
undergoing  revision  there.  We  do  not 
see  in  England  among  the  high  legal, 
parliamentary  and  commercial  authori- 
ties the  law  denounced  as  demoralising  in 
principle,  but  the  very  (-ontrary.  I  do 
not  wish  to  ^l  silently  in  my  place  and 
hear  those  arguments  uttered,  and  have 
it  supposed  that  they  in  any  way  influ- 
ence the  vote  I  am  going  to  give  on  the 
present  occasion.  I  will  vote  for  the 
repeal  of  the  existing  Bankrupt  Laws 
because  they  have  been  condemned  by 
the  country,  but  I  do  regret  the  fact  that 
the  Government  have  not  felt  it  their 
duty  to  submit  some  other  measure  to 
Parliament  on  this  great  question.  I 
think  it  is  really  a  very  serious  sub- 
ject,' and,  looking  at  the  weight  of 
opinion  outside  the  House  and  at  the 
character  and  standing  of  those  who  ai*e 
opposed  to  tke  repeal  of  tlie  Bankruptcy 
Law,  I  think  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  offer  a  better  law  to 
Parliament  before  assuming  the  respon- 
sibility of  wiping  the  present  enactments 
altogether  from  the  Statute  book.  I  am 
not  at  all  sorry  to  see  the  present  law 
repealed,  because  my  own  experience  is 
that  its  operation  has  been  unsatisfactory. 
I  believe  that,  to  a  laige  extent,  the 
odium  which  has  fallen  upon  this  law 
has  been  due,  more  than  to  anything 
else,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  culpable 
neglect  of  the  creditors  themselves  in 
looking  after  their  own  interests,  when 
these  interests  were  taken  into  the  in- 
solvency court.  In  the  second  place, 
the  assignees  appointed  all  over  the 
country  were  largely  responsible  for  the 
failure  of  the  law,  because  J  believe  that 
proper  caie  was  not,  in  many  cases,  exer- 
cised in  appointing  men  to  those  posi- 
tions. We  know  that  the  position  of 
official  assignee  was  given  too  frequently 
to  men  broken  down  in  character,  and 
business  men  who  wnuld  hardly  be 
trusted  with  any  other  duty*  This 
happened  in  too  Inany  instances, 
and  these  persons  had  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  bringing  the  Insolvency 
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Law  into  odium  and  execration  in 
the  country.  But  these  evils,  and  all 
the  other  defects  of  the  law,  are  not 
in-emediable,  and  should  have  been  grap- 
pled with  by  the  AdminLstration.  It 
would  have  been  well  had  the  Govern- 
ment tried  the  temper  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  this  question  this  session. 
I  do  not  agree  with  my  hon.  friend  the 
Minister  of  Militia,  that  the*  feeling 
against  the  Insolvent  Laws  has  become 
more  widesptead  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  since  last  session.  I 
believe  that  the  contrary  is  the  case^ 
although  the  minority  in  that  House  felt 
that  they  had  no  power  to  successfully 
resist  the  passage  of  this  Bill.  If  I  may 
take  the  wgan  of  the  Government — at 
least  the  newspaper  which  is  very  gene- 
rally supposed  to  reflect  the  views  of  the 
party  in  power  in  this  couiitry,  the 
Toronto  Mail — the  change  in  public 
opinion  is  the  other  way.  It  has  recently, 
since  this  question  has  come  before  Parlia- 
ment, given  utterance  to  a  very  different 
opinion.  The  Mail  has  asserted  edito- 
rially, that  the  desire  to  go  the  extreme 
length  the  Houso  of  Commons  went 
last  session  is  not  as  strong  this  year  as 
it  was  then,  and  that  there  is  a  marked 
change,  and  in  the  very  opposite  direction 
from  that  indicated  by  my  hon.  friend. 
But  the  minority  felt,  after  the  vote  of 
last  session,  and  after  the  change  of  atti- 
tude of  the  Government  this  session — 
because,  last  session,  we  know  that  the 
Cabinet  threw  their  influence,  though 
leaving  their  supporters  fi-ee  in  a  party 
point  of  view,  against  the  repeal  of  the 
law,  and  this  year  that  influence  has* 
been  either  [)as8ivo  or  thrown  on  the 
other  side — there  would  require  to  be  a 
wonderful  change  in  the  direction  thai 
I  have  mentioned  to  warrant  them  in 
taking  any  stand  in-  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  do  not  doubt,  as  my  hon. 
friend  has  said,  that  the  Government 
have  very  fully  considered  this 
question,  and  that  thoy  deem  the  present 
time  an  inopportune  one  to  introduce 
any  insolvency  act.  I  think  there  ia 
some  force  in  this  statement  of  the  leailer 
of  the  Hoiis'P,  because  when  a  measure  of 
this  kind  is  to  be  j^nt  on  the  Statute 
book,  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  one 
that  would  meet  the  general  approbation 
of  the  country,  and  perhaps  so  much  pre- 
judice  has  been  created  against  the  pre- 
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sent  law,  by  its  uuii),erous  defects  and 
maladiuinistratioD,  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  ^ve  any  calm  or  judicial  con- 
sideration to  any  measure  of  that  kind 
tabmitted  to  Parliament  at  the  present 
time.  I  do  not  agree  in  that  view  of  the 
case,  but  I  bow  with  great  deference  to 
the  superior  wisdom  of  those  wlio  con- 
trol the  destinies  of  the  country.  They 
may  probably  be  right,  but,  for  my  own 
part,  I  can^t  agree  with  them. 
I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  however, 
that  in  voting  for  the  repeal  of  the  lu- 
lolvency  Acts,  which  I  now  intend  to 
do,  for  the  reasons  I  have  given,  I  am 
not  opposed  to  a  sound  insolvency  law. 
I  believe  that  an  insolveht  act  is  not 
only  right  in  principle,  but,  if  proi)erly 
administered,  would  be  of  great  service 
and  value  to  the  country,  and  I  cannot 
understand  the  ethics  of  my  hon.  friend 
behind  me  (Mr.  Tnidel),  who  says  in 
one  breath  that  all  insolvent  laws  are 
immoral,  and  chat  the  tendency  of  the 
age  is  against  them,  and  in  the  next  tells 
us  that  he  does  not  want  the  Insolvency 
Law  in  Quebec,  because  the  existing 
legislation  in  that  Province  provides,  to  all 
intents  and  jpurposes,  an  insolvency  law. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— I  did  not  say 
that  we  had  an  insolvency  law  in  Que- 
bec. I  said  that  our  law  provided  for 
the  liquidation  of  insolvent  estates,  which 
is  quite  diffei'ent. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— My  hon.  friend 
admits  that  they  have  something  very 
like  or  even  worse  than  this  immoral 
legislation  in  Quebec.  My  hon.  friend 
admits  that  in  Quebec  the  laws  will 
■trip  an  honest  and  unfortunate  debtor 
of  every  thing  he  has,  and  then  leave  hira, 
bound  hand  and  foot,  for  the  ri^st  of  his 
life  at  the  mercy  of  heartless  creditors. 
That  is  the  sort  of  insolvency  law  that 
I  call  immoral,  and  not  only  immoral  but 
inhuman.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  in  an  equi- 
vocal {fosition  when  this  question  comes 
before  Parliament  again,  as  I  expect  it 
will  before  long.  You  will  have  all 
classes  interested  in  the  trade  of  this 
country  demanding  the  re-enactment  of 
an  insolvency  law,  and  I  believe  that 
such  a  measure  is  necessary  to  a  country 
like  oura,  and  that  at  no  distant  day  we 
will  be  called  upon  to  enact  another. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH— It  will  bei^mem- 
bered  that  last  session,  when  a  Bill  similar 
Hon,  Mr.  MtUer. 


to  this  was  before  the  Senate,  I  took  » 
very  active  part  in  opposing  it  I  feel 
less  hostile  to  it  now  because  I '  wish  to 
pay  some  i^espect,  as  it  were,  to  the  other 
House,  more  cs^iecially  as  the  Grovem- 
ment  have  expi^essed  a  desiie  that  the 
country  should  try  the  experiment  of 
doing  without  an  insolvent  act  for  a 
year  at  least.  However,  there  is  a  hard^ 
ship  in  doing  away  with  the  law 
altogether :  it  will  place  'the  trading 
community  in  a  very  awkward  position. 
There  will  always  be  a  great  many  de- 
signing men  on  the  look-out  for  catch 
judgments,  as  it  were,  and  those  who 
get  the  first  judgment  will  take  the  whole 
estate. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— The  Ontario  Bill 
remedies  that  part  of  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH— I  have-not  seen 
that  Act ;  but  I  understand  that  it  only 
comes  in  where  you  give  notice  and  that 
it  contains  no  distributing  clause.  There 
should  be  such  a  clause  to  pi*ovide  for 
the  distribution  of  insolvent  estates 
among  the  creditors.  It  need  not  neces* 
sarily  give  a  man  a  complete  discharge^ 
but  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  could  get  it 
from  his  creditors  if  he  acted  fairly  and 
honestly.  You  will  find  that  within  a 
year  preferential  judgments  will  give 
such  dissatisfaction  that  there  will  be 
petitions  for  another  Insolvent  Act, 
While  I  do  not  wish  to  vote  against  thi» 
Bill  after  the  explanation  that  has  been 
made  by  the  leader  of  the  Government 
in  this  House,  I  shall  do  myself  the  justice 
not  to  vote  for  it,  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
there  should  be  some  provision  for  dis- 
tributing insolvent  estates  among  credi- 
tors. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  thi» 
occasion,  and  I  do  so  under  great  disad- 
vantage for  the  reason  that  I  am  neither 
a  trader,  a  lawyer  nor  a  merchant,  and 
any  knowledge  that  I  have  acquired  on 
this  question  is  the  result  of  study  and 
observation.  When  this  question  wa» 
before  the  House  last  session  I  took  a 
great  deal  of  pains  to  inform  myself  on 
the  subject,  and  I  confess  that  I  wa» 
largely  guided  in  the  conclusions  that  I 
came  to  by  the  opinions  of  gentlemen 
like  the  hon.  Senator  fi-om  Toronto  (Mr. 
Smith)  who  has  just  addressed  the  House. 
Although    I    am    determined    to    vote 
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against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I 
shall  do  so  not  out  of  any  great  respect 
or  regard  that  I  have  for  the  existing 
Bankruptcy  Law,  but  from  a  conviction 
that  it  is  unsafe,  in  a  community  like 
Canada,  to  allow  the  trading  class  of  the 
4iommunity  to  be  without  the  pix)- 
tection  of  some  means  of  distribut- 
ing bankrupt  estates.  I  listened 
with  great  attention  and  respect  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  moved 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and 
I  must  say,  to  my  mind,  the  reasons 
which  he  advanced  were  by  no  means  of 
that  concJusivj  character  which  would 
warrant  me,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the 
members  of  this  House,  in  adopting  his 
views.  He  stated  in  one  part  of  his 
speech  that,  after  an  experience  of  31 
years,  he  bad  never  known  a  case  of  an 
hon<>3t  debtor  who  had  been  unable  to 
com  iromLse  with  his  creditors.  That  is 
sati  factory,  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  I  beg 
leave  to  point  out  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
and  to  this  House  that  those  laws  are 
not  required  so  much  for  the  restraint  of 
honest  as  for  dishonest  debtors.  That  is 
an  important  point  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman fails  to  perceive.  I  do  not  feel 
it  necessary  to  go  at  any  great  length 
into  this  question,  because,  as  I  bave 
said,  I  am  neither  a  merchant  nor  a  pro- 
fessional man,  but  I  do  feel  it  necessary 
to  make  some  remarks  on  the  extraor- 
dinary position  which  the  Government 
occupy  in  this  regard.  I  point  to  the 
fact  that  they  placed  in  the  hands  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor-General,  at  the 
opening  of  this  session,  a  speech  contain- 
ing a  paragraph  foreshadowing  legislation 
upon  the  question  of  the  Insolvency 
Laws.  They  placed,  also,  before  the 
Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an 
Address  in  reply  to  that  speech,  another 
clause  echoing  that  promise.  Now,  I 
would  ask  the  hon.  members  who  repre- 
sent the  Government  in  the  Senate  to 
place  themselves  upon  a  clear  and  unmis- 
takable footing  in  this  House  and  before 
the  country.  Did  they,  or  did  they  not, 
in  placing  such  paragraphs  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  and  the  Address  in  re- 
ply to  it,  contemplate  the  abolition  of  the 
Insolvency  Laws  or  the  introduction  of  a 
measure  on  the  subject  1  I  think  that 
their  position  demands  an  explicit 
answer  from  them  before  this  debate  is 
closed. 

Hon,  Mr.  Haythorne, 


Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
will  give  the  hon.  gentleman  an  answer 
now,  if  be  desires  it.  We  did  not  con- 
template, in  putting  that  paragraph  in 
the  Speech,  introducing  a  measure  on  the 
subject  during  the  present  session,  but  we 
did  contemplate  (as  it  is  now  likely)  that 
the  Insolvency  Law  would  be  repesded. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  con 
gratulate  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
statement  which  he  has  made,  and  I 
think  it  is  exceedingly  becoming  a  strong 
Government  like  this  to  introduce  the 
subject  in  such  a  manner.  I  think  it 
would  have  been  moi*e  becoming  on  the 
part  of  a  strong  Government,  after  hav- 
ing decided  to  repeal  the  Insolvency 
Laws,  to  have  said  so  at  once  definitely, 
and  not  led  hon.  members  to  believe  that 
they  would  introduce  a  measure  to  sup- 
ply the  defects  of  the  existing  law.  For 
ray  own  part,  I  have  expressed  myself 
very  strongly  against  the  present  law.  I 
believe  that,  amongst  the  minor  causes 
which  have  contributed  to  prolong  and 
intensify  the  depression  of  trade  which 
unhappily  still  exists,  this  Insolvent 
Act  is  one  of  the  most  active.  I  believe 
that  no  insolvency  law  can  give  the  satis- 
faction which  it  ought  unless  it  operates 
in  a  manner  very  different  from  that  in 
which  the  present  one  has  acted.  No 
debtor  should  be  absolved  from  his  liabil- 
ities until  he  has  been  before  a  judge  and 
the  causes  of  his  bankruptcy  have  been 
made  apparent  to  >all  the  world.  It  has 
been  too  much  the  practice  of  those  who 
have  framed  insolvent  laws  to  lose 
sight  of  one  important  interest  which 
is  involved  in  such  legislation,  and  that 
is  the  interest  of  the  public.  I  conceive 
that  the  public,  after  the  debtor  and 
his  creditors,  have  a  lively  interest  in  the 
winding  up  o^  bankrupt  estates,  and  for 
their  security  the  affairs  of  every  bank- 
rupt ought  to  be  closely  investigated 
and  made  public,  in  such  a  manner  that, 
in  future  tmnsactions  with  him,  people 
may  govern  thamselves  in  conformity 
with  the  circumstances  under  which  his 
failure  occurred,  and  which  were  made 
known  before  the  court  I  regret  that  it 
should  have  been  thought  necessary  to 
repeal  the  existing  Jaw  without  making 
some  provisions  for  the  winding  up  of 
insolvent  estates  at  the  same  time,  and 
shall,  therefore,  vote  against  the  second 
leading  of  this  Bill. 
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Hon.  Mr.  RYAN — As  the  mover  of 
the  amendment  to  a  Bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Insolvency  Act  last  session,  I 
think  that  I  mny  Ue  allowed  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  thi«  subject,  I  moved  that 
amendment  with  a  full  belief  that  mea- 
sures would  be  taken  in  the  time  that 
has  elapsed  between  last  session  and  the 
present  one,  to  prepare  a  Bill  which 
would  do  away  with  the  grave  objections 
which  existed  to  the  present  Act,  and 
which,  at  the  same  time,  would  give  an 
easy  and  an  equitable  mode  of  distiiDut- 
ing  the  estates  of  insolvent  debtors.  I 
think  that  is  what  the  country  wants, 
and  I  believe  the  Government  have  mis- 
taken the  feeling  of  the  country  in  sup- 
posing that  the  people  will  be  satisfied 
with  the  mere  repeal  of  this  law, 
objectionable  though  I  believe  it  to  be. 
It  was  observed  to-day  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  that  the  feeling  in  the 
^mmercial  centres  was  favorable  to  the 
repeal  of  this  Act.  I  believe  it  is  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  not  to  the  extent  of  a 
positive  and  unqualified  approval  of 
repeal.  Petitions  have  been  presented 
here  from  the  leading  merchants  and 
bankers  of  Montreal  and  Toronto  pray- 
ing for  the  repeal  of  this  Act,  but  asking, 
and  abking  very  distinctly  and  impres- 
sively, for  an  Act  to  be  substituted  for 
the  present  law  which  would  have  the 
effect,  that  I  have  just  mentioned,  of  an 
equitable  distribution  of  insolvent  estates. 
The  feeling  of  the  country  is,  I  admit, 
very  strong  against  the  present  law. 
There  have  been  a  great  many  objection- 
able points  in  it,  but  one  of  the  chief 
objections  that  I  have  heard  urged 
against  it  in  every  case  that  I  have  in- 
quired into  or  had  means  of  obtaining 
information  of,  is  that  of  the  assignees. 
The  administration  of  estates  by  the 
assignees  has  been  very  objectionable 
and  has  been  cried  out  against  in  every 
.  direction.  I  do  not  mean  to  censure 
merely  the  present  Government  on  the 
score  of  these  assignees,  but  I  impugn 
all  the  Governments  that  we  have  had 
since  this  Act  has  been  in  operation  inas- 
much as  the  number  of  assignees  ap- 
pointed by  them  was  quite  unnecessarily 
laige.  I  do  not  know  the  purpose  for 
which  the  Governments  were  so  anxious 
to  appoint  those  men,  but  the  very  ap- 
pointment of  so  many  tended  to  add  to 
the  number  of  insolvents,  for,  as  soon  as 
Hon.  Mr.  Uaythome, 


an  assignee  received  his  appointment,  lie 
set  to  work  to  produce  insolvency  in 
order  to  get  a  little  business,  and  th^ 
sooner,  I  admit,  that  such  a  state  of 
things  is  remedied  the  better.  But 
while  I  accuse  in  common  both  the 
Grovernments  which  have  ruled  this 
Dominion  for  this  fault,  1  am  very  sorry 
to  be  obliged  to  turn  to  the  pi-esent 
Administration  and  say  that  I  think  they 
are  wanting,  as  regards  tliis  question  of 
insolvency,  in  their  duty  to  the  country. 
They  know  that  an  act  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  insolvent  estates  is  positively 
wanted.  I  believe  that  even  in  the 
House  of  Commons  at  the  ]>resent 
moment  it  is  felt  that  the  rei>eal  of 
this  Act  will  very  soon  necessitate  some 
substitute  to  follow  it,  and  I  believe  that 
there  is  a  feeling  amongst  many  members 
of  that  House  that,if  a  reasonable  measui*e 
were  introduced  even  now  in  the  Senate^ 
it  would  commend  itself  to  their  sober 
second  thought.  I  think  it  was  the  duty 
of  a  protective  Grovernment  like  ours  to 
protect  the  interests  of  tbo  mercantile 
and  trading  and  manufacturing  com- 
-munities  of  the  country,  by  giving  them 
a  bill  which  would  allow  a  fair  adjust- 
ment between  insolvent  debtors  and  their 
creditors.  A  great  deal  has  b*«n  said 
about  the  local  acts  that  are  to  supple- 
ment the  law  which,  I  presume,  is  now 
about  to  expire.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  act  lacely  passed  in  Ontario  may  i^e, 
or  how  it  may  provide  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  insolvent  estates,  but  this  I  do 
know  :  that  the  Quebec  law,  which  will 
take  efiect  when  this  Act  is  repeale<], 
was,  in  former  years,  found  exceedingly 
slow  in  its  operation.  Very  often  tho 
sheriff  took  the  place  of  the  present 
assignee,  and  consumed  the  whole  of  the 
estate,  and  it  never  got  out  of  his  hands. 
There  is  another  point  to  which  my  hon. 
friend,  who  spoke  on  t^e  subject  of  the 
Quebec  law,  forgot  to  refer — that  is,  the 
fact  that  the  revival  of  that  law  i-estores, 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  what  we  thought 
was  written  off  the  statute  books  of  all 
countries  ;  the  possibility  of  imprison- 
menc  for  debt. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— The  hon.  gen- 
tleman is  mistaken. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN— Well,  there  is 
another  very  similar  enactment  which  it 
will  revive,  to  the  efiect  that  an  honest 
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debtor,  under  the  Quebec  law,  may  be 
kept  a  debtor  forever,  A  cruel  creditor 
ma/  deprive  hini  of  an  acquittal  of  his 
<}ebts,  be  he  never  so  honest,  until  his 
death.  I  think  the  hon.  gentleman  will 
admit  I  am  right  in  that.  The  revival 
<of  that  cruel  law  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
gnat  mistake.  PuHng  this  debate  the 
example  of  other  countries  that  have 
abandoned  insolvent  laws  have  been  held 
up.  I  cannot  speak  of  Belgium,  but  I 
will  refer  to  a  country  which  ought  to 
have  some  effect  upon  this  House,  and 
particularly  upon  hon.  members  fi*om  the 
Province  of  Quebec — that  is  France. 
There  is  no  country  in  the  world  where 
the  laws  are  so  stringent  with  regard  to 
failing  debtors,  and  I  believe  there  is  no 
country  in  the  world  where  less  is  lost  in 
trade  than  in  France.  It  is  an  example 
to  the  world  in  that  respect.  The  senti- 
ment of  mercantile  men  throughout  the 
Dominion  is  decidedly  in  favor,  if  you 
will;  of  repealing  this  Insolvent  Act,  but 
of  accompanying  that  repeal  with  some 
reasonable  substitute.  As  to  the  United 
States,  I  know  that,  in  New  York  and 
Boston,  the  best  minds  there  have  become 
dissatisfied  with  the  lapse  of  the  Insolvent 
Law — it  was  not  repealed,  but  lapsed  for 
want  of  renewal — and  are  now  prepaiing 
A  measure  upon  the  subject,  with  a  view 
to  having  it  enacted  as  soon  as*  possible. 
They  admit  that  a  mercantile  community 
«uch  as  theirs  cannot  exist  without  a 
proper  insolvency  law,  and  I  have  no 
<loubt  whatever  that,  following  their 
example,  we  shall  very  shortly  see  a  mea- 
sure regulating  insolvency  introduced 
here,  1  wish  the  Government  would 
take  up  the  subject  this  session.  I  think 
it  will  be  found  that  the  feeling  of  the 
country — ^I  do  not  mean  the  rural  cons- 
tituencies but  the  great  commercial  and 
manufacturing  centres — would  be  in  favor 
of  it.  Public  prejudice  is  strdng,  I  admit, 
against  the  existing  law,  but  I  believe, 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  conviction  in 
the  public  mind  is  that  the  present  Act 
fihould  be  replaced  by  another.  However, 
with  so  large  a  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  favor  of  this  Bill,  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever  that  the  existing  In- 
solvent Acb  is  doomed.  Still,  I  feel 
bound  to  vote  against  its  repeal  until 
Another  measure  is  substituted  for  it. 

Hon.    Mr.    PENNY— I     think,   of 
i^urse,  that  there  is  no  use  in  those  of 
Hon.  Mr,  Ryan, 


us  who  are  opposed  to  the  Bill  doinii^ 
more  than  recording  our  votes  against  it. 
I  believe  that  the  opposition  to  the  exist- 
ing law  arises  from  that  old  mistake 
which  takes  a  thing  that  happens  after 
as  the  consequence  of  what  has  occurred 
before.  Bankruptcies  are  not  the  result 
of  the  law  ;  thfsy  would  have  taken  place 
whether  there  was  any  bankrupt  act  or 
not.  The  only  difference  is  that  now  we 
have  a  law  which  furnishes  means  of 
disposing  of  those  bankruptcies.  I  think 
the  chances  are  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
difficulty  and  opposition  that  have  arisen 
to  the  law  are  due,  as  my  hon.  friends 
have  stated,  to  the  want  of  care  of  some 
merchants  who,  when  they  find  them- 
selves entangled  with  bankruptcies,  have 
been  disposed  to  despair  of  any  good  re- 
sult, and  have  let  things  go  as  they  please 
with  the  assignee,  and  probably  th€ 
debtor  himself  in  a  great  many  cases. 
Although  I  believe  that  a  debtor  ban 
some  rights  as  well  as  a  creditor,  yet  I 
have  always  looked  upon  insolvency  from 
the  creditor's  point  of  view,  and  I  believe 
that,  instead  of  a  bankrupt  law  being 
solely  favorable  to  a  debtor,  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  creditor  thai 
one  should  exist.  There  is  no  other 
way  that  I  can  see  by  which  a 
creditor  can  stop  a  debtor  who  is 
running  his  estate  into  the  ground. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  the  cred- 
itor can  sue,  but  it  takes  a  year  to  get  a 
judgment.  What  I. cannot  understand 
is  that,  in  matters  of  this  sort,  people 
should  forget  the  history  of  the  past- 
We  all  know  why  this  law  was  enacted  : 
it  was  because  there  was  a  universal  out- 
cry in  favor  of  it.  For  some  years  we 
had  no  bankrupt  act.  The  consc^quenoe 
was  that  every  merchant  cried  out  for 
one,  and  we  got  this  law.  Mr.  Abbott 
was  the  author  of  the  Bill  which,  at  that 
time,  everyone  desired  to  have  passed.  I 
do  not  speak  of  details ;  that  is  another 
matter ;  but  there  was  a  demand  from 
the  entire  commercial  community  for 
such  a  measure  at  tliat  time.  There  was 
no  exception  in  any  city.  Our  Board  of 
Trade  in  Montreal,  notwithstanding  all 
that  has  been  said  about  the  perfection 
of  our  law  in  Lower  Canada,  was  as 
anxious  as  other  boai*ds  of  trade'  that  we 
should  have  an  insolvent  law.  People 
say  that  these  acts  have  been  sources  of 
fraud,   and   especially   these   frauds  are 
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"said  to  occur  in  the  compromises.  Butl 
one  of  tbe  loudest  outcries  at  that  time 
was  against  the  difficulty  that  existed 
in  obtaining  a  eom promise.  It  was  said 
what  a  shame  it  was  that  when  nine- 
teen out  of  twenty  creditors  were  willing 
to  compromise  and  take  whatever  a  man 
•oould  offer,  thac  one  maa  could  pi'event 
it.  It  does,  in  fact,  seem  to  me  a 
very  outrageous  thing  that  one  man 
should  l)e  able  to  re-sist  the  desire  of  all 
the  other  creditors ;  and  that  was  one  of 
the  things,  as  most  of  my  mercantile 
friends  will  recollect,  that  occasioned  the 
greatest  outcry  that  prevailed  duiing  the 
time  that  we  had  no  bankruptcy  law. 
Now,  as  to  the  present  law,  and  as  to 
the  official  assignees,  some  hon.  gentle- 
men seem  to  forget  that  they  can  only 
hold  the  estate  for  a  short  time,  and  that 
creditors  can  appoint  anyone  they  please, 
officuil  assignee  or  otherwise,  as  their 
own  assignee.  I  do  not  want  to  intro- 
duce party  matters  here,  and  my  hon. 
friend  opposite  (Mr.  Ryan),  who  repre- 
sents a  part  of  the  same  city  as  I  do,  did 
not  do  so.  He  blamed  all  Governments 
Alike  for  appointing  so  many  assignees. 
In  Montreal  city,  however,  he  will  find 
that  the  late  Grovemment  made  very  few, 
if  any,  additions  to  the  number  uf  as- 
signees that  existed  before  it  came  to 
their  office  to  appoint  them.  Previous 
to  the  ftassage  of  the  existing  Act 
they  had  been  appointed,  I  believe, 
by  the  boards  of  trade,  and  until  the 
present  Government  came  into  power 
their  number  in  the  city  was  not  much 
increased — at  first  hardly  at  all.  When 
this  Administration  assumed  office,  how- 
ever, they  thought  it  necessary  to  endow 
the  coijntry  with  a  great  many  institu- 
tions, and  amongst  the  rest  a  double 
-dose  of  official  assignees.  I  might  add 
that  the  gentlemen  who  were  appointed 
hy  the  late  Government  were,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  the  assignees  who.  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  the  city  of  Montreal.  The  principle 
that  they  acted  upon  was  that  those  who 
had  held  the  office  before  should  be  con- 
tinued in  their  positions.  They  s^id 
that  it  was  a  profession  and  not  an  offiee, 
and  it  would  be  just  aA  unfair  to  turn 
those  gentlemen  out,  as  it  would  be  if 
the  Government,  by  some  means,  had 
the  power  of  ap{>ointing  barristers,  to 
torn  out  all  the  existing  lawyers.  I  am 
Hon.  Mr,  Penny, 


not  going  to  vote  against  this  Bill  ex- 
cept for  the  nfere  purpose  of  recording 
my  vote.  I  wish  to  add  one  thing,  that 
is,  about  ^he  honest  debtou  being  always 
able  to  get  a  settlement.  I  believe  that 
the  majority  of  creditors  are  always 
willing  to  grant  a  settlement  to  an  honest 
debtor,  but  as  to  the  honest  debtor 
always  getting  a  settlement,  that  is  a 
conclusion  which  is  not  borne  out  by  the 
facts.  On  the  contrary,  there  has  almost 
always  been  one  greedy  creditor  deter- 
mined to  have  his  pound  of  flesh,  and 
the  man  who  has  made  the  hardest  bar- 
gain, the  keenest  usui-er  of  the  creditors, 
is  the  one  who  gets  twenty  shilling  on  the 
pound  before  he  will  sign  the  discharge, 
while  all  the  others,  perhaps,  take  fifty 
cents  on  the  dollar.  That  is  a  question 
which  nobody  who  has  any  knowledge  of 
business  can  doubt  for  a  moment,  and 
that  is  the  position  to  which  we  are  i-e- 
turning. 

Hon.  Afr.  BELLEROSK—Aslspoke 
in  French,  I  fear  I  have  been  miBunder- 
stood  in  some  of  the  remarks 
that  I  made  on  this  subject  by 
hon.  gentlemen  opi)08ite.  '  My  argu- 
ment was  this :  the  moral  prin- 
ciple that  should  prevail  in  business,  as 
everywhere  else,  is  that  every  man  must 
pay  what  he  owes.  But  if  you  legislate  so 
as  toinducea  man  not  to  pay  what  he  owes 
I  say  the  principle  on  which  you  legislate 
is  immoral.  I  know  that,  even  when 
speaking  on  moral  principles,  there  are 
exceptions.  A  man  may  be  so  situated 
that  he  cannot  pay  what  he  owes  :  ad 
impossihUia  nemo  teneiur ;  then  he  is  not 
morally  obliged  to  do  so.  But  there  is 
far  from  such  a  state  of  things  in  the 
position  we  are  now  in,  when  we  have  on 
our  Statute  book  a  law  which  is  admitted 
on  all  sides  to  be  such  that,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  it  has  opened  the  door  to 
frauds  and  injuries  of  all  kinds ;  in  fact, 
a  law  which  offers  a  premium  for  dis- 
honesty, and,  therefore,  I  have  reason  to 
say  that  the  law  is  founded  on  an  immoral 
basis,  because  it  reverses  the  principla 
that  every  man  must  pay  what  he  owes, 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER — I  am  very  sorry 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  from  DeLanau- 
di^re  (Mr.  Bellerose)  should  have  got  the 
floor  before  me,  because  he  has  used 
almost  the  only  argument  I  had  intended 
to  advance  in  the  discussion  of  ibis  ques- 
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tion.     I  was  somewlmt  surprised,  in  the 
course  of  tlie  debate,  to  find  the  hon. 
gentleman    from    Victoria    (Mr.    Ryan) 
making  a  si^eech  which  was  not  so  much 
an  argument  against  the  second  reaaing 
of  this  Bill  as  an  attack  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  not  bringing  in  a  meariure  of  a 
different  character.     Although  I  do  not 
look  with  the  greatest  favor  upon  the 
general    policy   of    the   Government,    I 
think  that,  in  the  pi-esent  instance,  they 
hardly  deserve  the  blame  that  has  been 
laid  at  their  door  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Victoria.     In  the  United  States,  a 
commercial  question  of  this  kind  has,  as 
would  have  been  expected,  occupied  the 
leading  minds  of  the  country  for  a  great 
many  years.     The   same   has   been   the 
oase  in  England,  and,  with  all  the  expe> 
rience  of  these  two  great  commercial  coun- 
tries, they   have  so  far  failed  in  carrying 
through  the  legislature  a  satisfactory  insol- 
vent law.     Looking  at  that  fact,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  very  remarkable  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  this  country — especially  after 
the  effort  of  last  session  had  failed — 
have  not  attempted  to  pass  an  insolvent 
law  this   session.     It  has  been  said  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Victoria  that 
the  Insolvent  !.aw  of  Fmnce  is  a  very 
satisfactory  one  ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman 
went  on  to  say  that  it   was  very  severe 
on   the  debtor.     £  am  disposed  to  think 
that,  while  such  a  law  may  satisfy  France 
very  well,  it  would  not  suit  this  country. 
With  reference    to  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House,  I  think  it  is  in  altogether  a 
different  position  from  that  in  which  it 
was  last  year.     Last  session,  the  Bill  to 
repeal  the  Insolvent  Act  was  passed  by 
the  Commons  by  a  considerable  majority, 
still  by  no  means  unanimously  ;   and  it 
might  be  said,  as  it  was  said,  that  the  thing 
was  done  hastily.  Now,  the  Commons  have 
had  a  year  to  think  over  it,  and  the  country, 
has    had   a  year  to  consider  it  too.     It 
was  well  understood   that  the  Insolvent 
Act  was    to  be  repealed  this  year,  and 
while  it  may  be  that  a  great  many  peti- 
tions    havJE>    been     before     Parliament 
against  the  repeal  of  the  law,  as  far  as  I 
am  aware,   no  more   than  two  or  three 
petitions  have  been  i^eceived,  and  that  is 
the  sole    exhibition    of   public    feeling 
against     the     measure.     In    the    city 
from    which    I    come,    the    tommercial 
as  well  as  other  classes  are  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  Insolvent  Law. 
[Jon.  Mr.  Power. 


I  think  we  must  feel  that  the  Commons,, 
in  passing  the  Bill  this  time,  gave  ex- 
pression to    what   the  hon.  gentlemai> 
from  Victoria  calls  "  their  sober   second 
thought,"  and  that  they  represented  the- 
feeling  of  tlie  public ;  and  T  do  not  think 
that   this     Hous,e,    under    the    circum- 
stances,  would   be  justified  in  rejecting 
the    measure.      The  Senate   may    have 
done  perfectly  right  last  session,  think- 
ing that  the  action  of  the  Commons  was 
rather  hasty,  in  letting  the  matter  stand 
over  for  another  year;  but   I   do   not 
think  we  would  be  justified  in  opposing 
the  Bill  this  year.     The  Bill  introduced 
in  the  other  House  last  session  by   Mr. 
Colby  was  intended  as  a  substitute  for 
the  law  now   in  existence ;  but  it  was 
found,  that  while  it  satisfied  some  per- 
sons, it  did  not  please  the  majority ;  and 
I  think  it  will  be  very  difficult  indeed  to 
frame  any  bill  to  take  the  place  of  tho 
present    Act,     and   which    will    please 
both  those  gentlemen  who  wish  to  seo 
honest  debtors  get  their  discharges  and 
those  who  think  that  creditors  should  be 
paid  in  full  as  far  as  the  means  of  the 
debtors  will  allow.     I  cannot  agree  with 
hon.  gentlemen  who  denounce  the  views 
of    the    Senator    fiY»m   De   Lanaudi^re 
as  to  the  immorality  of  this  law.     I  am 
disposed  to  think,  with  my  hon.  friend, 
that,  when  a  man  who  contracts  a  debt 
feels  that  he  is  bound  under  the  statute 
to  pay,  not  one  hundred  cents  on  the 
dollar,  but  only  as  small  a  percentage  of 
it  as  he  can  induce  his  creditdl*s  to  ac- 
cept, it  must  be  regarded  as  an  immoral 
law,  which  should  not  be  retained  on  the 
Statute  book.      With  reference  to  honest 
debtors,  I  think  the  hon.  gentlem^in  from 
Lunenburg  has  stated  the  facts  as  regards 
Nova  Scotia.     Before  the  Act  of  1869 
was  passed  we  had  no  insolvency  law  in 
that    Province ;     and    instances    where 
debtors  who  were  anxious  to  treat  their 
creditors  honestly  were  not  fairly  dealt 
with  by  their  creditoi's  were  very  rare 
indeed.     No  law  can  be  framed  which 
may  not  occasionally  work  hardship  upon 
individuals ;  and  I  think  that  the  old 
law,  which  we  had  before  the  Insolvent 
Act,  worked  as  little  hardship  as  could 
reasonably    be  expected  from  any  law. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition,  by  way  of 
apologising  for  tue  evils  of  the  present 
law,  said  that  if  it  did  not  work  well  it 
was  the  fault  of  the  creditors  themselves. 
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I  do  not  think  that  that  is  any  defenoe  of 
the  law  at  all;  we  should  make  laws, 
not  for  men  as  they  ought  to  be,  but  for 
men  as  they  are ;  and  men  situated  as 
persons  in  Canada  are  appear  nearly 
always  to  act  just  in  the  same  way  ;  and 
creditors  are  always  more  negligent  than 
perfect  men  ought  to  be,  and  the  same 
results  always  follow.  One  feature  of 
tho  law  that  deserves  attention  is  that 
not  only  does  the  Insolvent  Act  encour- 
age men  to  go  into  business  who  are  not 
in  a  position  and  are  not  qualified  to 
do  so,  but  it  tends  to  break  down  honest 
business  men  who  would,  under  any 
circumstances,  have  remained  solvent. 
I  presume  the  greater  number  of  honest 
insolvencies  have  been  caused  by  dis- 
honest neighbors — not  only  .from  the 
direct  losses  through  dishonest  debtors, 
but  through  the  fact  that  bankrupt 
stocks,  purchased  at  a  low  figure,  are 
brought  into  competition  with  stocks 
that  have  been  bought  and  paid  for  at 
full  value.  The  consequence  is,  the  more 
inaolvencies  you  have  in  any  town  or 
city,  the  more  difficult  it  is  for  honest 
bosiness  men  to  keep  honest  and  solvent. 
This  country  got  along  fairly  well  pre- 
vious to  i869 — before  we  had  the  bles- 
sing of  an  insolvent  act — and  we  may 
hope  that  the  country  may  prosper,  for  a 
year  at  any  rate,  withont  it ;  while  I  do 
not  think  that  the  commercial  condition 
Q^  Canada  can  be  worse  than  it  has  been 
daring  the  years  that  have  just  passed. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN — If  the  motion 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  is  to 
be  pressed  to  a  division,  I  should  like  to 
■ay  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  reasons 
which  will  compel  me  to  vote  against  it 
Of  course,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind, 
where  there  is  such  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion existing  among  leading  professional 
and  mercantile  men,  it  is  rather  difficult 
for  &  layman  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory 
oonclusion  as  to  the  wisest  course  to 
take  in  refei^nce  to  such  a  measure  as 
that  now  before  the  House.  I  have  en- 
deavored, however,  as  far  as  I  possibly 
oould,  to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the 
business  men  in  m}"  own  part  of  the 
eoontry  in  reference  to  an  absolute 
repeal  of  the  present  Insolvent  Law, 
without  some  fresh  legislation  to  replace 
it,  and  while  I  should  be  quite  ready  to 
•how  every  deference  to  the  expression 
of  the  views  of  the  very  largo  majority 
Him^  Mr.  Power. 


in  the  House  of  Commons  who  voted  for 
the  unconditional  repeal  of  the  law,  I 
think  that  some  deference  is  due  also  to 
the  expression  of  opinion  and  the  peti- 
tions which  have  been  presented  from 
lending  mercantile  men  and  bonkers  and 
others  largely  interested  in  the  ttade  and 
commerce  of  the  country  and,  as  far  as 
I  can  ascertain  that  opinion,  it  is  cer- 
tainly against  the  absolute  and  uncon- 
ditional rapeal  of  the  Insolvent  Act,  with- 
out some  substitute  for  it.  I  am  quite  free 
to  admit  that  there  has  been  a  *very 
strong  and  a  very  general  feeling 
throughout  the  country — and  for  a  long 
time  past — against  many  of  the  provisions 
of  the  existing  law,  but  I  think  there 
was  a  very  general  impression  also-  —in 
Ontario  at  all  events — that  a  measure  of 
some  kind  would  have  been  iniroduced 
by  the  Government  during  the  present 
session  with  reference  to  this  important 
matter.  I  believe  that  this  will  account, 
to  a  very  great  extent,  for  comparatively 
few  petitions  having  been  sent  in  from 
different  parts  of  the  country  against  the 
unconditioned  repeal  of  the  law.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  that  impression,  I  think 
we  should  have  had  many  more  petitions 
presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
because,  while  business  men  weuld  very 
willingly  see  the  present  faulty,  and,  in 
many  respects  very  objectionable  act, 
repealed,  they  are  hardly  willing  that 
the  country  should  be  left  without  any 
insolvency  law  at  all.  If  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House  passes,  I  am  pretty 
sure  that  the  experience  we  should  have 
during  the  coming  year  of  the  serious 
inconvenieneea  arising  from  the  want  of 
a  bankrupt  law  of  some  kind  will  be 
such  that,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever, 
some  measure  will  be  introduced  next 
session  as  a  substitute  for  the  law  which 
the*  Bill  now  before  the  House  proposes 
to  abolish.  Be  this  as  it  may,  however, 
in  deference  to  the  opinions  which 
have  been  expressed  by  many  leacU 
ing  mevcantile  men  in  my  own 
part  of  the  country,  who  are 
more  competent  to  form  a  judgment 
on  this  subject  than  lam,  I  do  not  think 
I  should  be  right  in  following  $i  different 
course  from  that  which  I  took  last 
session  in  voting  against  the  uncondi- 
tional repeal  of  the  present  Act. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 
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Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  G  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Thursday,  March  11th,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
-o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

INSOLVENCY  LAWS  REPEAL  BILL. 
THIRD   READING. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
read  for  resuming  the  adjourned 
debate  on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dickey's  motion 
that  the  Insolvency  Laws  Repeal  Bill  be 
now  read  the  second  time, 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  said  :  The  Bill  before 
the  House  is  one  that  I  could  not  silently 
allow  to  pass  without  making  some 
remarks  upon  it,  and  taking  some  steps 
to  stay  its  further  progress.  With  regard 
to  the  observations  of  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey),  in  iatro- 
ducing  the  Bill,  I  think  the  first  objection 
he  had  to  the  Existing  law  was  this  :  that 
it  fostered,  encouraged  and  promoted 
commercial  immorality.  I  thought  it 
was  an  extraordinary  statement  to  make 
in  this  Chamber  in  the  face  of  the  peti- 
tions we  have  had  from  all  the  leading 
»<3ommercial  centres  of  the  Dominion 
urging  the  continuance  of  this  very  law. 
I  find  that  we  have  a  petition  on  our 
table  at  the  present  moment  from  the 
-city  of  Montreal,  signed  by  the  Bank  of 
Montreal,  the  Merchants*  Bank  of  Can- 
ada, Mdlson's  Bank,  the  Bank  du 
Pduple,  and  the  Exchange  Bank  of 
Oanada,  besides  a  number  of  other  bank 
managers,  and  nearly  all  the  leading 
wholesale  houses  in  that  city,  which  is 
the  great  commercial  centre  of  the 
Dominion.  Yet,  in  spite  of  that  peti- 
tion, and  in  spite  of  the  evidence  we 
have  with  regard  to  the  wishes  of  these 
institutions  and  the  leading  commercial 
houses  of  that  citv>  for  the  continuance  of 
the  Bill,  the  hon.  Senator  from  Amherst 
rises  in  his  place  and  declares  that  what 
they  want  is  nothing  more  or  less  than 
to  promote  and  encourage  commercial 
immorality.  Indeed,  the  hon.  Senator 
irom  De  Lanaudi^re  (Mr.  Bellerose) 
Hwu  Mr^  Rope. 


stated  that  the  Act  was  an  immoral  one, 
and  was  based  on  an  immoral  principle  ; 
that,  too,  in  the  face  of  the  statements 
of  these  leading  hanking  and  commercial 
authorities.  The  idea  that  these  leading 
bankers  and  merahsnta,  who  count  their 
liabilities  and  assets  by  millions,  would 
be  guilty  of  encouraging  anything  that 
would  promote  commercial  immoi-ality  is 
absurd.  I  believe  that  amongst  tho«* 
who  petition  for  the  continuance  of  the 
present  Insolvent  Law,  is  one  of  th« 
oldest  French  banks  in  Lower  Canada — 
the  Banque  du  Peuple — a  bank  that  was 
in  existence,  to  my  own  knowledge,  as 
long  back  as  1837,  and  has  since  done  a 
successful  business  during  all  these 
years,  yet  the  hon.  gentleman  stands  up 
and  says  such  an  institution  wants  an 
act  that  promotes  commercial  immor- 
ality. How  he  can  possibly  contrive  to 
prove  such  an  assertion  is  more  than  I 
can  understand.  Then  with  regard  to 
other  commercial  centres  of  the  Domin- 
ion, let  us  first  look  at  the  city  of 
Toronto.  I  find  that  all  the  leading 
wholesale  merchants  and  bankers  of  thai 
city  have  petitioned  for  the  continuance 
of  the  present  law,  and  certainly  they  do 
not  consider  it  furthering,  promoting  ' 
and  encouraging  commercial  immorality. 
Then  ihe  city  of  Hamilton  has  repeat- 
edly expressed,  through'  the  boards  of 
trade,  that  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent Act  was  highly  desirable  as  being 
fair  and  just  as  between  creditor  and 
debtor.  The  city  of  London,  another^ 
leading  commercial  centre  of  business, 
has  also  presented  a  petition  in  favor  ol 
the  continuance  of  the  Insolvency  Act, 
and  the  merchants  and  bankers  of  that 
city  did  not  regard  the  Insolvent  Law  as 
being  immoral  or  containing  an  immoral 
principle.  Another  objection  which  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Amherst  made  to  this 
law  was  the  enormous  expense  it  entailed 
in  liquidating  the  estate  of  an  insolvent 
For  my  part,  1  do  not  know  any  x^rooess 
more  economical  than  the  liquidation  of 
an  estate  under  the  insolvency  law,  if 
the  creditors  themselves  will  only 
look  after  their  own  business,  and 
see  that  the  law  is  properly 
carried  out.  It  is  true  that  the 
Government  have  appointed  assignees 
all  over  the  country,  but  it  does 
not  follow  that  creditors  are  bound  to 
employ  such   official    assignees.      They 
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<;an,  if  they  desire  it,  employ  their  own 
assignee ;  and  to  say  that  the  assignee 
'Wastes  the  estate  is  just  as  absurd  as  io 
say  that  the  creditors  themselves  do  not 
know  how  to  manage  their  own  busi- 
ness, and  that  a  few  gentlemen  in  Par- 
liament are  more  capable  of  instructing 
them  and  telling  them  what  they  should 
and  should  not  do,  than  they  are  them- 
selves. Supposing  that  the  law  were 
repealed  at  the  present  moment,  and 
instead  of  an  estate  going  into  the  hands 
of  an  a&signee,  it  went  into  the  hands  of 
a  sherifiT,  I  think  it  would  be  found  that 
after  the  sheriff  and  half  a  dozen  law- 
yers and  bailiffs  had  shared  in  the 
proceeds  of  the  estate,  it  would  be 
found  that  that  system  of  liquidat- 
ing au  estate  wa9  more  costly 
than  through  the  Insolvent  Act,  A 
good  deal  has  been  said  about  this 
Insolvency  Law  and  its  origin.  Some 
gentlemen  have  remarked  that  it  had  its 
origin  in  the  year  1869,  but  it  dates 
further  -back  than  that,  and  really 
originated  from  the  commercial  crisis  of 
1857,  when  a  strong  conviction  prevailed 
and  spread  over  the  length  and  bteadth 
of  the  land  that  an  insolvency  act  was 
wanted  for  the  purpose  of  freeing  honest 
but  unfortunate  insolvent  debtora  from 
their  liabilities.  That  feeling  was  foster- 
ed and  encouraged,  noc  in  the  mercantile 
centres,  but  in  the  rural  districts  in 
Upper  Canada,  and,  wherever  a  candi- 
date presented  himself  for  election  to 
Parliament,  the  first  que3tion  put  to  him 
by  theelectors  was :  **  Are  you.in  favor  of 
an  insolvency  law  so  as  to  free  honest 
but  unfortunate  insolvent  deb  tot's?''  nnd 
>  the  Candidates  had  to  pledge  themselves  to 
▼ote  for  it  before  they  could  be  elected. 
I  recollect  distinctly  a  charge  brought 
against  a  candidate  in  the  county  which 
I  resided  in,  because  he  had  voted 
^kgainst  an  insolvency  law — a  law  which 
was  actually  similar  to  that  adopted  in 
the  United  States  in  1864,  and  totally 
vnsaited  to  the  circumstances  of  this 
•country.  The  Act  of  1867  was,  perha])s, 
more  in  favor  of  the  debtor  class  than  the 
creditor  one,  and  ic  embraced  all  debtors 
in  Upi)er  Canada, -bit  was  confined  to 
traders  only,  in  Lower  Canada.  That 
Act  remained  on  the  Sttitute  book  for  two 
years  after  Confederation.  It  was  more 
■  favorable  to  tho  debtor  than  any  of  the 
-acts  Ruliseqnently  pasned.  It  con- 
Eoiu  Mr,  Hope. 


tinned  to  be  the  law  until  the 
passage  of  the  Act  of  1869,  which 
was  confined  to  traders  only.  One  rea- 
son why  parties  pressed  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  insolvency  act  in  Upper 
Canada  was  this  :  it  was  contended  that 
the  country  was  losing  many  of  its  hard- 
working and  industrious  citizens,  result- 
ing from  the  crisis  of  1857,  when  the 
whole  country  was  nearly  bankrupt,  and 
men  who  had  been  unfortunate  were 
carrying  their  skill,  their  labor  and  their 
industry  to  a  foreign  country,  and  it. 
was  contended  throughout  the  constitu- 
encies, and  on  the  hustings,  that,  in  the 
interest  of  the  body-politic,  a  law  should 
be  enacted  to  relieve  those  men  whose 
estates  were  unable  to  pay  their  debts, 
and  give  them  their  discharges  where  no 
fraud  nor  improper  conduct  was  found 
to  exist ;  that  it  was  not  in  the  intei*est 
of  the  body-politic  that  anyone  should 
be  kept  in  a  state  of  partial  slavery,  for 
it  operated  in  this  way :  if  a  man 
did  not  get  his  disohaKge,  he 
was  permitted  to  labor  for  the 
support  of  his  family,  but  he 
could  make  no  provision  for  the  family 
after  his  death  ;  he  was  told  that  what- 
ever he  earned  belonged  to  his  creditors. 
This  was  considered  inconsistent  with  an 
enlightened  ])ublic  polity,  but  the  mer- 
cantile community  was  not  at  that  time 
particularly  anxious  for  an  insolvent  law, 
and  looked  on  it  with  a  good  deal  of  sus- 
picion. In  1864  it  was  finally  carried, 
but  more  by  the  assistance  of  the  agri- 
cultural than  of  the  mercantile  classes. 

Hon,  Mr.  AIKINS— I  think  the  hon. 
gentleman  is  wrong  in  reference  to  that.  I 
was  a  candidate  in  1854  and  in  1857,  and 
canvassed,  not  only  in  my  own  constitu- 
ency, but  in  several  of  the  adjoining  con- 
stituencies, and  the  question  was  never 
raised  in  any  of  them  at  all  during  those 
years. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— Not  in  1854,  as  in 
that  year  the  country  was  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  great  prosperity.  The  Insol- 
vency Act  was  the  outcome  of  the  crisis  of 
1857. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— If  the  hon. 
gentleman  is  not  satisfied  with  1854,  I 
may  state  that  I  was  also  a  candidate  in 
1861,  and  during  that  year  the  Insol- 
vency Law  was  never  an  issme  before  th« 
eletitors. 
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Hon.  Mr.  HOPE — T  was  present  on 
the  hustings  and  at  public  meetings 
between  1861  and  18G3  myself,  and  I 
•tate  positively  the  candidates  were 
c[uestioned  on  tliis  subject,  and  I  say 
that  it  was  a  distinct  issue  before  thf^ 
people  on  these  occasions.  Before  that 
period  the  agricultural  constituencies  ex- 
pressed no  opinion,  that  T  ever  heard,  on 
the  subject.  In  1869  the  Bill  was 
amended  to  a  certain  extent,  con- 
fining it  to  traders  only,  making  it 
moi*e  onerous  on  the  debtor  and  more  in 
the  interest  of  the  creditor.  Then  came 
the  legislation  of  1 875,  making  it  still 
more  stringent  with  regard  to  the  debtor, 
and  more  in  favor  of  the  creditor.  I 
remember  that,  in  the  years  1861  and 
1862,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex — I 
know  nothing  about  the  county  of  Peel 
— insolvency  was  one  of  the  standing 
questions  of  the  day,  and  resulted  in  the 
submission  to  Parliament,  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  day,  of  a  bankruptcy  law. 
Bat  it  was  a  cumbrous  and  expensive  sys- 
tem, wholly  unsuited  to  the  warns  of  the 
country,,  and  it  was  voted  down,  and 
subsequently  the  law  of  1864  was  passed. 
As  I  said  before,  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Insolvency  Laws  ever  hav- 
ing been  brought  before  any  agricultural 
constituency.  I  never  heard  it  mention- 
ed in  any  constituency  that  I  was  con- 
nected with,  and  I  have  not  seen  in  the 
press  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
agricultural  constituencies  to  have  the 
law  abolished.  But,  in  the  cities,  sug- 
gestions for  such  amendment  and  im- 
provement of  the  law  as  would  be  more 
just  to  the  country  generally  were 
always  being  made.  As  to  the  remark 
that  the  House  of  Commons,  fresh  from  the 
people,  had  passed  the  Bill  unanimously 
or  without  a  division,  all  I  can  say 
is  that,  had  this  question  been  one  of  the 
issues  before  the  people  at  the  election  in 
1878,  and  had  they  distinctly  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  law  should  ^ 
uno  onditionally  repealed,  then  all  I  have 
to  say  is  that,  although  it  would  not 
have  altered  my  opinion  in  the  matter, 
it  would  have  altered  my  course  of  action 
to  this  extent :  that  I  would  not,  as  I 
shall  do  now,  v6te  against  their  wishes. 
But  there  was  nothing  said  about  repeal- 
ing the  Act  in  any  of  the  agricultural 
constituencies  during  the  general  election. 
Meeting  a  gentleman  who  represents  an 
Hon,  Mr,  Aikins, 


agricultural  constituency  in  the  western; 
part  of  the  Province  in  which  I  resided 
for  some  years,  I  asked  him  what  objec- 
tion the  farmei-s  had  to  the  present  In- 
solvency Law.  "  The  farmers  !"  he  said, 
''  T  never  heard  a  word  about  the  Insol- 
vency Law  mentioned  by  the  farmers.'' 
I  Said  that  was  very  extraordinary,  as  I 
thought  I  had  seen  him  voting  for  its  re- 
peal "  Yes,  that  is  so,"  he  said,  "  but 
I  hope  the  Senate  will  throw  it  out."  I 
said  it  would  have  been  more  satisfac- 
tory if  that  had  been  done  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  instead  of  looking  to  the  Senate 
to  do  so.  That  is  a  sample  of  the  way  the 
matter  has  been  regarded  by  the  rural 
constituencies  in  Ontario.  How  these 
gentlemen  have  voted  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Bill  is  more  than  I  can  understand,  as 
their  constituents  have  not  asked  them 
to  do  BO.  It  does  not  concern  them,  or  it 
concerns  them  very  remotely.  The  mer- 
cantile constituencies,  the  great  centres 
of  trade  and  commerce  in  this  Dominion^ 
except,  perhaps,  the  constituency  ftx)iii 
which  my  hon.  friend  on  my  left  (Mr. 
Power)  comes,  which  seems  to  be  a  pecu- 
liar part  of  the  world,  are  all  in  favor 
of  the  continuance  of  the  Insolvency 
Act,  as  a  law  which  provides  for  an  equi- 
table distribution  of  the  effects  of  an 
insolvent,  and  then,  if  he  has  acted 
without  fraud  or  extravagance  in  his 
personal  expenditure,  that  be  should  be 
granted  a  discharge.  It  gives  the  means 
of  facilitating  settlements  between  ci^e- 
ditors  and  debtors,  and  the  liquidation  of 
insolvent  estates.  There  is  nothing  more 
dreadful  to  mercantile  men  than  to  see 
an  estate  insolvent  and  have  no  means 
in  their  power  to  prevent  its  destruction 
by  Wilts  of  execution  and  fi-audulent 
preferences.  With  regard  to  the  frauds 
tl)at  are  committed  under  the  Insolvency 
Law,  I  can  say  that  I  never  knew  wiy 
act  that  was  more  sharp  or  searching 
with  regard  to  the  rights  of  creditors 
than  the  present  Act,  and  if  any  man  tries 
to  commit  a  fraud  against  his  creditors, 
and  a  sharp  lawyer  is  put  upon  his  track, 
he  is  speedily  brought  to  account  for  his 
fraudulent  actions.  Had  the  Insolvency 
AcV  been  made  an  issue  at  the  polls  at 
the  last  elections,  and  the  electorate  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  repeal  it,  I,  for 
my  part,  would  have  offered  no  opposi- 
tion to  its  repeal,  though  I  would  not 
have  changed  my  mind  in  regard  ta  ther 
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^necessity  for   such   a   measure.      What 
■surprises  me  is  that,  in  spite   of  the  re- 
monstrances  of  tlie   leading  commercial 
-centres     of   business,  the     Government 
has    not   introduced    some    measure    to 
take  the  J:)lace  of  the   Insolvency  Act. 
The  hon.  the  leader  of  the  Government 
referred  to  the  law  passed   by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Ontario,  but  that  A  ct  does  not 
.answer  the  purpose  at  all.     It  is  merely 
with  regard  to  priority  of  executions  and 
claims  fyled  with  the  sheriff,  but  there  is 
no  machinery  provided  by  that  Bill  to  be 
compared  to  the  machinery  under  our 
Insolvency  Act  for  the  equitable  distri- 
bution of  the  estate  among  the  creditors. 
The  United  States  allowed  their  law  to 
expire  in    the  year    1868,   and    all    I 
wonder  at  is  how  such  a  shrewd  and  in- 
telligent people  as   the  people  of   the 
TJoited  States  ever  enacted  such  a  law, 
which    was   just  such    an    act  as   the 
|>eople  of  Canada  rejected  in  1863.     It 
was  a  law  that  burdened  the  debtor's 
estate  with  expenses,   and  the  proceeds 
were  all  eaten  up  by  the  costs  of  officials, 
fees  of  court  anfl  other  expenses.     The 
hon.   gentleman   next  me  says  it  is  the 
way  here,  but  I  say  the  system  here  is 
entirely  dijfferent.      The  creditors  utider 
our  law  have  full  control  of  their  own 
affairs,  and  can  take  an  estate  out  of  the 
hands  of  an  official  assignee  and  wind  up 
the  estate  or  accept  a  compromise,  or  do 
what  they  may   deem  best  in  theii  own 
interest  j  but  if  a  majority  in  numbers 
and  three-fourths  in  value  of  the  credi- 
tors  wish   to  accept    a  composition,   I 
cannot     see     why     there     should     be 
ibuy       objection        to        their       doing 
so.     After     a     few     years'     experience 
in       the       United      States      without 
a  bankruptcy  law.  Congress  is  abomt  to 
introduce  a    new   one.     The  boards  of 
trade  in    New   York    and    Boston  are 
busily  engaged  in  drafting  an  insolvency 
act,  and  one  of  the  leading  commercial 
papers  of  the  city  of  New  York  remarks 
that  the  people  are  sick  and   tired  of  the 
grab  system  which   had   resulted   from 
the  repeal  of  the  National   Bankruptcy 
Law  and  the  establishment  of  local  St^te 
laws.     I  think  \h%t  should  be  a  warning 
to  the  people  of  Canada  not  to  depend  on 
local   legislation   in   this    matter.     The 
hon.  gentleman  from  Amherat  stated  that 
it  was  a  system  that  fostered  over-credit, 
■and    it    was    neoessary     to    limit    the 
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credit  system.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  \%  a  good 
authority  on  legal  matters,  but, 
certainly,  on  commercial  matters,  I 
would  look  in  another  direction  for  a 
sound  opinion.  I  wotild  look,  for  in- 
stance, to  the  great  wholesale  houses  of 
Canada,  and  the  banking  instit^itions  of 
the  Dominion  ;  bnt  it  would  not  occur 
to  me  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  on  a  matter  of  that  kind. 
The  Insolvency  Law  of  1867  permitted 
voluntary  assignments.  That  was  re- 
pealed by  the  Act  of  1875,  as  it  was 
considere4  undesirable  to  increase  the 
facilities  for  taking  the  benefit  of  the 
Insolvent  Law.  The  repealing  of  that 
provision  was  a  great  mistake,  because, 
whenever  a  man  is  unable  to  meet  his 
debts,  the  sooner  he  makes  an 
assignment  of  his  estate  the  better 
for  the  interest  of  his  creditors. 
With  regai*d  to  the  principles  of  the 
Insolvency  Law,  we  all  know  that  it 
is  composed  of  two  leading  principles. 
First,  the  equitable  distribution  of  the 
estate  of  a  debtor  among  his  creditors ; 
and  next,  the  discharge  of  the  debtor, 
provided  that  there  has  been  neither 
fraud,  dishonesty  nor  reckless  extrava- 
gance in  the  management  of  his  affairs. 
A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
effect  of  this  Insolvency  Law,  and  when 
the  honi  gentleman  Sfieaks  about  its 
operation,  one  would  think  that,  if  it 
were  repealed,  the  age  of  bad  debts 
would  cease.  We  all  know  that 
if  the  large  mercantile  and  bank- 
ing institutions  of  the  Dominion 
were  of  the  opinion  it  would  pre- 
vent bad  debts,  surely  they  would  be 
the  very  first  to  adopt  it.  but  they  think 
just  the  contrary.  They  think  that  as 
long  as  credit  exists  we  may  expect  to 
see  bad  debts,  and  a  man  has  to  look 
more  to  bis  sagacity  and  shrewdness  to 
avoid  them  than  to  acts  of  Parliament. 
A  man  who  relies  on  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment to  prevent  him  from  making  bad 
debts  leans  on  a  braken  reed.  An  act  of 
Parliament,  however,  may  enable  him  to 
make  an  equitable  liquidation  of  an  in- 
solvent's estate.  I  can  only  say  1  deeply 
regi^t  to  see  this  Bill  before  the  House. 
1  think  it  will  be  most  injurious 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  attended  with  most  disastrous 
consequences,  more  especially  as  no  pro- 
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Yision  whatever  has  been  made  to  replace 
it.  Lookiag  at  it  ia  that  light,  I  beg  to 
move,  seconded  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lewin, 
that  the  Hill  be  not  now  read  the  second 
time,  but  that  it  be  read  the  second  time 
this  day)  six  months. 

Hon.  Mr.  LEWIK — ^Tn  seconding  this 
amendment,  I  wish  to  mike  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  subject.  I  should 
very  much  regret  to  see  this  Bill  carried. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  defend  the  whole 
of  the  present  law,  but  I  do  consider 
that,  taking  it  as  a  whole,  it  provides  a 
fair  and  equitable  means  of  distributing 
the  estates  of  insolvents.  Furthermore, 
it  places  the  insolvent's  estate  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  his  creditors,  and  if  they 
will  look  after  their  own  interests  they 
can  wind  it  up  as  well  under  the  existing 
Act  as  they  could  under  any  legislation 
which  we  may  adopt.  Another  good  fea- 
ture of  this  Act  is  that  it  provides  against 
fraudulent  practices  on  the  part  of  insol- 
vents. Large  power  is  given  to  the  County 
Court  judges  to  prevent  such  practices, 
and  parties  found  guilty  of  them  cannot 
get  their  discharge.  Many  persons  are 
of  opinion  that  a  shori  and  simple  law 
would  do.  I  think  when  that  is  tried 
you  will  find  it  almost  impossible  to 
make  a  short  insolvent  act,  there  are  so 
many  contingencies  to  be  provided 
gainst.  One  of  the  advantages  of  the 
present  law  is,  that  many  important  de- 
cisions have  been  given  by  the  couits  in 
cases  arising  under  it,  and  people  under- 
stand it  thoroughly,  as  well  as  the  way 
of  working  it.  It  has  been  suggested  by 
one  hon.  member  that  a  law  might  be 
passed  occasionally — every  five  years,  I 
think,  was  the  time  he  mentioned.  I 
fail  to  see  the  soundness  of  spasmolio 
legislation  of  this  kind.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain a  bankruptcy  law  has  been  upon 
the.  Stsitute  books  for  many  years,  and 
while,  I  admit,  it  has  been  amended  fre- 
quently, we  hear  of  no  attempt  to  repeal 
it.  I  think  we  may  safely  follow  their 
legislation.  Petitions  against  thd  pas- 
sage of  the  Bill  which  is  now  before  uii, 
have  been  sent  in  from  many  places.  I 
have  a  telegram  from  the  city  of 
Bt.  John,  signed  by  several  highly  re- 
spectable mercantile  houses  there,  stating 
that  a  petition  is  now  on  its  way  to 
Ottawa  asking  that  the  Insolcent  Act  be 
not  repealed,  and  declaring  that  its 
sudden  rep<»al  would  injuriously  affect 
Bon.  Mr,  Dope, 


the  mercantile  interests  there.  It  has^ 
been  stated  that  the  local  legislatures, 
would  provide  some  mode  of  distributing 
estates.  I  think  it  wiU  be  found  that 
their  legislation,  whatever  name  it  may 
be  known  by,  will  be  objected  to  as  un- 
constitutional, and  a  year  at  least  will 
be  lost  before  that  point  can  be  finally 
decided.  Another  difficulty  is  that  each 
legislature  will  pass  a  law  of  its  own, 
and  the  result  will  be  confusion.  This- 
Parliament,  which,  under  the  British 
North  America  Act,  has  exclusive  juris- 
diction in  such  matters,  should  provide 
the  necessary  legislation.  I  see  by  late 
English  papers  that  it  is  proposed  tov 
amend  the  British  Insolvency  Laws,  and 
I  think  it  would  be  prudent  for  us  ta 
wait  and  see  what  those  amendments- 
are.  Let  the  present  law  stand  tor 
another  year  and  then  we  shall  have  the 
benefit  of  the  experience  gained  in 
England  as  to  the  working  of  their 
amended  laws.  That  experience  would  aid 
us  greatly  in  preparing  legislation  for  our 
own  country.  I  feel  that  the  repeal  of 
the  existing  law  would  be  a  very  great 
disaster  to  the  large  comme'rcial  eentres. 
Of  course,  the  rural  districts  haye  com- 
paratively little  interest  in  it,  but  the 
large  cities  demand  a  good  insolvency 
law,  for  the  protection  of  creditors.  In 
conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  opinion 
very  strongly  against  the  repeal  of  the 
Insolvent  Law  during  the  present 
session. 

Hon.  Mr.  DEVER — In  common  with 
the  representatives  of  the  business  com- 
munity, and  in  unison  also  with  the 
monetary  institutions  of  the  country^ 
expressed  by  the  managei-s,  directors  and 
stockholders  of  banks,  I  am  opposed  to 
the  repeal  of  this  Act  at  present.  T  am 
not  now  in  trade  and  I  do  not  know  that 
I  am  at  all  connected  with  business 
transactions  that  would  be  afiected  by 
the  repeal  of  this  law,  but  I  cannot 
agree  with  those  who  support  the  Bill 
which  is  now  V>efore  the  House.  I 
cannot  admit  that  the  Insolvent 
Act  is  calculated  to  encourage  commer> 
cial  immorality  in  this  country.  On  the 
contrary,  I  believe  that  an  equal  distri- 
bution of  the  estates  of  debtors  is  a  just 
and  proper  system.  If  the  Government^ 
in  their  wisdom  and  power,  had  chosen 
to  amend  the  present  law,  I  believe  it 
could  have  been  improved  and  rendered 
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Terf  effectual  in  assisting  the  trade  of 
the  oountry,  I  freely  admit  that,  owing 
to  the  greed  and  avarice  of  certain 
officials,  this  law  has  become  very  un- 
popular ;  but  if  the  clauses  giving  power 
to  debtors  to  make  voluntary  assign- 
ments were  removed  from  the  Act,  and 
more  power  given  to  the  creditors,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  creditors  would  be 
satisfied,  and  as  for  dishonest  debtors,  I 
know  from  my  experience  of  them,  that 
they  are  always  able  and  willing  to  look 
out  for  themselves.  Since  this  Bill  has 
been  introduced  this  session,  there  has 
been  some  exeitement — T  might  almost 
caD  it  commotion — in  New  Brunswick, 
and  a  strong  opposition  to  the  repeal  of 
the  law  is  being  got  up.  One  or  two 
prominent  gentlemen  im  St.  John  have 
also  chosen  me  as  their  medium 
to  express  their  views  on  the 
sabject  in  this  place.  If  you 
repeal  the  law  you  leave  New  Brunswick 
in  a  very  exceptional  position.  The 
Province  has  no  legislation  by  which  the 
estate  of  a  debtee  can  be  distributed 
among  his  creditors,  and,  as  hon. 
gentlemen  are  aware,  the  provinces  have 
not  the  power  to  make  such  a  law  as 
would  be  desirable.  One  of  the  letters 
that  I  have  received  is  from  a  judge, 
and  the  other  is  from  a  leading  merchant 
in  St.  John.  They  give  expression,  I 
think,  to  the  feeling  that  exists  in  that 
community  perhaus  more  accurately 
than  £  ciin  describe  it,  and  for  that 
reason  I  ask  permission  to  read  them. 
The  mei'chant  writes  :  — 

**  If  the  Insolvent  Law  be  repealed  it  will 
be  bad  for  New  Br^mswick,  unless  our  local 
attachment  law  be  repealed  also,  and,  for 
this  reajion,  every  New  Brunswick  member 
should,  I  think,  vote  against  its  repeal.  A 
better  insolvent  law  could  easily  be  framed, 
but  take  it  away  and  leave  our  attachment  law 
as  it  now  is,  and  there  will  be  openings  for 
swindlers  that  will  surprise  the  law  makers  of 
this  country." 

The  following  is  the  letter  of  a  judge 
who  has  had  great  experience  of  the 
working  of  the  law,  and  cannot  be  said 
to  have  any  iinancial  interest  in  it.  He 
says  : — 

"  I  see  that  the  Ontario  members  of  the 
Commons  are  very  anxious  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Insolvent  Act.  Should  they  sncceed,  I 
fear  the  consequences  to  the  commercial  peo- 
ple of  this  Province  will  be  very  injurious.  I 
hope  our  senators  and  members  will  do  their 
utmost  to  frustrate  it ;  and,  it  not  able  to  pre. 

I/o7i,  Mr.  Devcr. 


vent  its  repeal  m  totOy  can't  they  insert  a  clause 
that  the  repeal  shall  only  have  effect  in  the 
otner  provinces,  and  a  saving  clause,  that  not- 
withstanding such  repeal,  the  Act  shall  be  in 
force  in  New  Brunswick.  This  would  be  per- 
fectly constitutional,  and  in  accord  with 
other  laws  passed  which  only  affect  certain 
parts  of  the  Dominion.  You  should  all  meet 
and  devise  some  means  to  avert  this  impend- 
ing calamity.'' 

T  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  anything 
more  than  this.  It  shews  that  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Brunswick,  and  espscially  of 
St  John,  are  opposed  to  the  repeal  of 
the  Act.  The  three  ropresentatives  from 
St.  John  in  this  House,  are  in  accord 
on  the  subject.  My  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Lewin)  holds  a  telegram  from  Hon»  Mr. 
Boyd,  shewing  that  he  concurs  with  ua 
in  opposing  this  Bill.  Therefore,  I  think, 
it  would  be  but  fair  and  courteous, 
if  you  ai-e  determined  to  repeal 
the  Act,  to  provide  that  New  Biuns- 
wick  shall  not  be  affected  by  it.  I 
regret  exceedingly  that  I  am  compelled 
to  vote  against  the  G-overnment  in  this 
case,  and  I  also  regrec  that  they  have  not 
introduced  some  measure  to  take  the 
place  of  this  Act,  since  they  give  their 
support  and  influence  to  its  repeal. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT — Last  year,  when  a 
Bill  nearly  the  same  as  this  was  before 
the  Senate,  I  gave  my  reasons  why  I 
should  have  to  vote  against  it.  I  did  so, 
and  it  was  thrown  out.  I  thought  it  was 
wrong  to  spring  it  on  the  trading  com- 
munity without  due  consideration,  and  I 
supposed  that  by  defeating  it,  time  would 
be  given  to  prepare  a  new  '  measure,  or, 
it  not,  th.'it  the  necessity  of  carrying  the 
repealing  Sill  this  session  would 
become  apparent.  Having  voted  in 
that  way  las';  year,  1  thought  it 
but  proper  that  I  should  explain 
why  I  shall  vote  for  the  Bill  this  year. 
I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  do  so,  and 
that  it  is  a  measure  which  is  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  trading  community,  and 
one  which  will  have  a  tendency,  at  all 
events,  if  it  does  no  other  good,  to  shew 
during  the  recess  whether  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  have  a  new  inselvent  act 
which  will  prove  more  satisfactory  than 
the  present  one.  My  hon.  friend  from 
Hamilton  (Mr.  Hope),  in  his  remarks, 
stated  that  all  the  leading  merchants  and 
bankera  in  Toronto  were  opposed  to  the 
pa.s8age  of  this  Bill.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a   Toronto  paper    in  which  I   lind  the 
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names  of  no  less  than  seven  leading  firms 
in  that  city  that  are  favorable  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Act.  J  t  appeai^s  upon  an 
analysis  of  the  names  and  positions  of 
the  different  individuals  opposed  to  this 
Bill  that  there  were  five  bankers,  one 
president  of  a  board  of  trade  and  fifteen 
merchants,  but  still  there  were  seven  in 
favor  of  its  passage.  I  say  this  in  re- 
futation of  the  statement  that  this  re- 
pealing measure  is  unanimously  con- 
•demned  by  the  mercantile  com- 
iQunity  of  Toronto.  Again  the 
hon.  gentleman  blundered  a  little  in 
j-eference  to  the  time  that  this  insolvency 
legislation  has  been  before  the  public, 
I  do  not  know  how  it  was  in  his  part  of 
the  country,  but  I  know  that  in  1854, 
in  my  canvass  of  the  county  of  Hast- 
ings, I  heard  not  a  word  of  an  insolvency 
bill.  Again,  in  1857,  although  I  did 
not  canvass  for  myself,  but  for  another 
party,  I  heard  nothing  of  the  necessity 
of  such  legislation.  My  expeiience  was 
the  same  in  1861,  when  I  ran  against 
the  Postmaster- General  for  Treat  Di- 
vision, and  in  1862,  when  I  ran  against 
Mr.  Grover,  and  in  1863,  when  I  was 
elected  by  acclamation.  So,  up  to  that 
time,  at  least,  I  heard  nothing  about  an 
insolvency  bill.  There  might  have  been 
some  talk  about  it  in  the  part  of  the 
countiy  from  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
comes,  and  some  necessity  for  it  also, 
but  there  was  none  in  Trent  Division. 
It  strikes  me  that  if  we  ever  enact 
another  insolvency  law,  it  will  be  better, 
instead  of  having  offieial  assignees,  who 
are  real  blood-suckers,  and  nothing  else 
— I  speak  advisedly  in  saying  so — ^if  the 
merchants  themselves  shonld  take  hold 
of  the  estate  of  a  bankrupt,  ascertain 
what  it  is  worth,  and  divide  it  fairly 
among  themselves ;  that  would  be 
better  than  getting  twenty  or  thirty 
cents  on  the  dollar,  as  they  have  been 
doing,  and  throwing  the  bankrupt  stock 
upon  the  market  to  the  injury  of  other 
merchants  who  have  been  struggling  for 
years  to  pay  their  debts  in  full,  and  who 
have  been  contending  against  this  unfair 
competition.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  think  it  would  be  better  for  this  Bill 
to  pass,  and  it  shall  have  my  heai-ty 
support. 

Hon.  Mr.  BROTJSE— When  this  Bill 
was  brought  before  the  House  a  year  ago, 
I  considered  that  it  was  sprung  upon  the 
Han.  Mr.  Flint 


people  too  suddenly,  and  that  our  mone- 
tary institutions  had  not  time  to  regulate 
their  affairs  so  that  they  could  com« 
under  the  operation  of  the  repeal. 
I,  therefore,  at  that  time,  refused  to 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act;  but 
a  year  has  passed  and  the  country 
has  had  its  attention  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  same  measuro  which  passed  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  by  a 
large  majority  would,  in  all  probability, 
be  brought  up  again  and  passed  by  a 
similar,  if  not  even  a  larger,  majority. 
That  result  has  taken  place.  The  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  has  passed  the 
Bill,  it  has  been  brought  hero  after  a 
year's  consideration  by  the  people,  and  I, 
for  one,  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  supj 
port  it  in  this  House,  whatever  may  be 
the  rosult.  I  would  not  have  risen,  how- 
ever, to  make  any  observations  but  for 
the  remark  of  my  hon.  friend  from  Ham- 
ilton (Mr.  Hope),  who  dwelt  largely  upon 
the  fact  that  the  rural  districts 
wero  not  interested  in  this  question,  and 
I  thought,  when  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
on  his  feet,  that  he  had  not  run  an  elec- 
tion in  a  rural  constituency  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  I  felt  that  ho  Lad  not 
even  come  in  contact  with  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  country  in  a  manner  that 
would  enable  him  to  understand  how 
they  regarded  the  question.  We  have 
a  demonstration  of  it  here  to^iay.  The 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  came 
fresh  from  the  people  in  1878,  and  their 
first  act  was,  by  a  large  majority,  to  re- 
peal the  Insolvency  Jjaw.  The  question 
had  been  permanently  before  the  people 
throughout  the  country,  and  the  farmers 
especially,  and  the  subjeot  was 
thoroughly  discussed  in  the  other 
House.  I  recollect  well  the  remark 
made  by  a  member  there  who  lives,  I 
believe,  in  the  same  locality,  and  repre- 
sents the  constituency  in  which  my  horn, 
friend  from  Hamilton  resides.  He 
made  this  remark,  "  That  Bill  was 
conceived  in  iniquity  and  brought  forth 
in  sin."  The  gentlt;man  who  made  that 
statement  was  the  member  for  Went- 
worth,  who  had  come  fresh  from  the 
country,  and  represented  a  rural  district 
in  which  the  city  of  Hamilton  is  situated. 
If  there  is  any  class  in  this  ooustry  who 
have  reason  to  find  fault  with  the  Insol- 
vency Law,  it  is  the  honest  and  indus- 
trious farmer.      Other  classes  could  be 
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relieved,  while  no  mercy  was  sbeWg 
to  him.  He  might  itlace  hi 
name  to  the  paper  of  a  merchant, 
■and,  if  that  merchant  failed,  the  latter 
could  get  relieved,  while  the  former 
found  everything  he  possessed  stripped 
from  him,  and -could  not  then  get  an 
acqiiittah  It  is  the  duty  of  Parliament 
to  put  an  end  to  such  class  legislation. 
My  hon.  friend  said  that  the  object  of 
the  law  was  to  free  the  honest  but  unfor- 
tunate debtor.  I  cannot  see  the  Insol 
vency  Law  in  that  light.  I  know  that 
before  it  was  placed  upon  the  Statute 
books  there  were  frequenii  instances  in 
which  a  man  gave  up  his  estate  to  his 
creditors,  and,  in  a  few  years,  came  for- 
ward of  his  own  accord,  and  paid  the 
balance  of  his  indebtedness  with  in- 
terest. Did  you  ever  hear  of  any- 
body doing  such  a  thing  under 
the  Insolvency  Act.  after  getting  his 
discharge  from  the  Bankruptcy  Court  1 
My  hon.  friend  from  St.  John  (Mr. 
Dever),  claims  that  his  Province  is  in  an 
•exceptional  position,  and  he  wants  a  col- 
league of  his,  who  has  recently  been  ap- 
pointed to  this  House,  to  be  allowed  to 
vote  by  proxy.  While  there  may  be 
something  peculiar  in  the  position  of 
New  Brunswick  in  regard  to  trade  mat- 
ters, I  do  not  think  that  wo  should  in- 
troduce such  a  practice  in  this  House. 
When  a  man  contracts  a  debt  it  is  his 
<luty  to  pay  it  in  full,  and  I  believe  that 
he  should  be  held  responsible  until  he  is 
able  to  do  so.  I  will  not  prolong  this 
discus.sion,  but  will  merely  add  that  I 
believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  pass  this  Bill  and  repeal  the  Insolvency 
Act  for  some  time.  If,  hereafter,  it 
should  become  necessary  to  enact  a 
law  of  this  kind,  let  it  be  one 
which  will  place  all  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  the  same  position,  and  not  be 
legislation  for  any  particular  class. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— I  merely  rise  to 
state  that  1  have  not  altered  my  opinion 
on  this  subject  since  it  was  last  before 
the  House.  I  believe  that  when  an  in- 
solvency Act  is  placed  on  the  Statute  book 
it  ought  to  remain  there,  introducing 
amendments  where  their  necessity  be- 
comes apparent  This  has  been  the 
policy  in  England,  a  country  we  look  to 
for  examples  of  sound  legislation.  There 
are  always  new  cases  springing  up  which 
require  to  be  met,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
Hon,  Mr,  Brouse. 


the  Legislature  to  meet  them.  I  might 
jus.  refer,  for  instance,  to  the  time  that 
we  framed  in  New  Brunswick  our 
criminal  laws.  We  had  not  beguu  to 
build  lines  of  telegraph  then,  and  it  was 
found  afterwards  that  there  was  no  sec- 
tion in  the  whole  of  our  laws  which  pro- 
vided punishment  for  a  person 
interfering  with  them.  It  is  the  same 
in  the  business  transactions  of  the  world. 
They  are  expanding  all  the  time. 
Experience  leads  those  who  have  the  ad- 
ministration of  commercial  laws,  to  see, 
from  time  to  time,  if  amendments  are 
required.  Whenever  a  necessity  for 
such  improvements  becomes  appai*ent, 
they  will  be  made ;  but  I  believe  that  it 
is  a  great  mistake  when  an  insolvency 
act  is  placed  on  the  Statute  book  to  wipe 
it  off.  Everybody  who  is  interested  in 
it  becomes  acquainted  with  its  working 
after  a  while,  but  when  repealed  and  re- 
enacted  for  years,  it  has  to  be  studied 
over  again.  There  is  a  large  portion  of 
the  community  that  is  not  interested  in 
this  law  at  all,  and  I  believe  that  there 
are  many  who  now  clamor  for  its 
repeal  who  have  never  read  it.  One 
remark  was  made  by  an  hon.  member 
on  this  side  of  the  House  (Mr. 
Flint),  who  recently  addressed  it, 
with  regard  to  official  assignees,  that 
they  are  a  parcel  of  "blood-suckers." 
Now,  I  have  not  been  acquainted  with  a 
great  many  of  those  officials,-  but,  so  far 
as  I  know  them,  I  have  found  many  hon- 
orable and  respectable  men  among  them 
who  would  not  defraud  anybody  who 
had  business  with  th^ui,  and  who  dis- 
charged their  duties  honestly  and  faith- 
fully. But  if  one  of  those  men  has 
proved  to  be  a  "  blood-sucker,"  there  is 
no  necessity  for  the  creditors  of  a  bank- 
rupt leaving  the  business  in  his  hands. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  official  assignee, 
when  an  assignment  is  made  to  him,  to 
take  charge  of  the  estate,  and  to  take 
care  of  it  until  the  creditors  hold  a  meetr 
ing  and  appoint  an  assignee,  so  that  none 
of  the  assets  may  go  to  waste.  Un- 
less the  creditors  repose  that  confidence 
in  him,  which  they  frequently  do,  they 
have  no  need  to  suffer  from  his  conduct 
at  all.  I  must  say  that,  with  respect  to  the 
action  of  the  Government,  I  certainly 
have  been  disappointed.  When  this  Bill 
was  before  the  House  last  session,  five 
members  of  the  Government  were  pr^- 
10 
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sent,  namely,  the  Premier  and  the  Min- 1  assets  of  an  insolvent,  appoint  assignees 
istiers  of  Justice,  Finance,  Customs  and   and  inspectoi-s,  and  also  to  negotiate  for 


Mariae,   and   they  all  voted  against  the 
repeal   of  the   law.     If  I  remcwber  the 
sentiment  of  this  House  correctly,  every- 
one who  spoke  against  the  repeal  of  tht^ 
Act  last  year  was  willing  to  leave  it  on 
the  Statute  book  a  year  longer,  in  order 
to  give  the  Government  time  during  the 
recess   to  prepare  such  amendments  as 
were  necessary,   and  my  impression  was 
that  when  the  two  members  of  the  Gov- 
ernment   here,    and  the   five   members 
in     the    other     House     that     I     have 
referred  to  voted  against  the  repeal  of  the 
law,    they  acoepted   the    situation,  and 
would  have  been  prepai'ed  with  a  meas- 
ure to  submit  to   Parliament,  this  year. 
It  is  true  that  the  subject  was  referred  to 
in  a  rather  shadowy^  way  in   the  Speech 
from  tlie  Thi-one  this  year,  and  my  im- 
pression was,  last  session,  that  they  would 
have  been  pi-epared  with  amendments  to 
the  present  Act  this  session.      However, 
it   appears  now    that   the    Government 
have  come   to  the  conclusion,  whether 
wisely   or   not,  that  the  Act  should  be 
repealed.     I   have   not  altered  ray  mind 
upen  the  subject,  and  I  do  not  intend  to 
vote  for  this  Bill.     The   decision  of  the. 
Government  will  cause  a  deep  disappoint- 
ment to  a  large  portion  of  the  commer- 
cial community  throughout   the  Domin- 
ion.    I  believe  that  great  inconvenience, 
and  a  good  deal  of  disorder,  will  arise  in 
consequence  of  the  repeal  of  the  Insol- 
vency Act. 

Hon.  Mr.  McMASTER— I  took  a 
lather  active  part  lasc  year  in  opposition 
to  this  Bill,  and,  after  listening  atten- 
tively to  the  argumenfts  which  have  been 
advanced  in  its  favor  this  session,  I  fail 
to  see  the  wisdom  of  repealing  the  Insol- 
vent Act.  I  am  not  converaant  with  the 
public  feeling  in  the  different  provinces 
with  reference  to  this  question,  but  I 
know  a  little  about  it  in  Ontario,  and  I 
feel  quite  Bute  that  a  very  large  majority 
oi  the  intelligent,  practical  merchants  of 
this  Province  ave  opposed  to  the  repeal  of 
the  law.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  preju- 
dice that  has  been  excited  against  it 
arises  very  much  more  from  the  way  it 
has  been  administered  than  from  its  pro- 
visions. I  hold  that  those  provisions  are 
ample  for  the  object  for  which  they  were 
intended.  Do  they  not  empower  the 
creditors  to  take  possession  of  the  entire  |  to  pay  their  bills. 
Hon.  Mr.  Work. 


a  composition,  if  necessary!  Do  they 
not  provide  for  their  granting  or  with 
holding  a  discharge  as  they  think 
proper  1  In  view  of  these  facts,  I  fail  to 
see  any  sound  reason  why  this  insolvency 
law  should  be  repealed,  and  I  am 
quit<e  sure  that  the  trade  of  the 
eountry,  notwithstanding  all  that 
has  been  said  ifo  the  contrary, 
will  suffer  very  materially  by  its  being 
removed  from  the  Statute  book,  and  th» 
Ciovemment  are  incurring  a  grave  re- 
sponsibility in  aiding  to  remove  it 
With  every  respect  for  the  Govern memt, 
I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  be  as  accommo 
dating  to  them  as  an  hon.  gentleman 
from  Toronto,  who  is  strongly  opposed 
to  this  Bill,  bat,  through  deference  to  his 
leader,  expressed  himself  to  the  eff<:ct 
that  he  would  withdraw  his  opposition. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON—I  have  no   de- 
sire to  occupy' the  time   of  the  House  in 
discussing  the  measure  now  before  us.  'I  he 
hon.  gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill 
last  session,  and  who   has  introduced  it 
again  on  this  occasion,  has  said  all  that 
I  desire  to  say  on   the   subject.     How- 
ever, I  do  not  intend   to  give   a  silent 
vote.     I   formerly   occupied   a   position 
that   compelled   me,     during    the    past 
four  or  five  years,  to  observe   the   work- 
ing of  this   law.      My   experience   has 
been  unpleasant   in  connection  with  the 
Bankruptcy  Law  on  public  and  [)ersonal 
grounds,  and  I  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion expressed  by  my   hon.    friend    (Mr. 
Bellerose),  though  it  has  been  challenged, 
that     the    Insolvent    Act    has    led  to 
cross  immorality  and  dishonesty,  and  very 
much  of  both.     In    many  parts   of    the 
country  a  gi-eat  many  young  men,  sons 
of  respectable  farmers,  have  sought  em- 
ployment in  the  cities  as  bank  clerks  and 
mershants'  clerks,  and  some  have  entered 
into  business.     They  left  their  homes  in 
the  country  and  entered   into  businesa 
without  capital  or  experience,     In  many 
cases,   they  induced  their  fathers  to  en> 
dorse  for  them,  and,  in  some  cases,  even 
to   mortgage  their  farms.     They  got  on 
well  enough  for  the  first  year,  perhaps, 
and    they  and  their    families    dressed 
well  and  lived  sumptuously.  The  second 
year,  porhaps,  they   did  not  do  quite  sa 
well,   but  they  managed,  by  bon-owing. 
The  third  year  enda 
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their  oareer.  I  know  a  case,  in  this  city, 
where  a  yoang  man  commenced  business 
ftnd  managed  to  get  into  debt  to  the  ex- 
tent of  $5,000  or  16,000,  and  when  we 
eame  to  wind  up  his  estate,  we  found  that 
eTorything  he  had,  even  the  furniture  in 
his  house,  belonged  to  his  mother-in-law. 
From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  working 
of  this  law,  I  would  be  recreant  to  my 
duty  if  1  did  not  do  everything  that  I 
can  to  get  it  repealed.  I  think  the  Gov- 
ernment are  to  blame  for  not  having  in- 
troduced some  simple  measure  pro- 
viding machinery  for  distributing 
the  estates  of  insolvent  debtors. 
I  quite  agi'ee  with  the  remark 
that  has  been  made,  that  an  honest 
debtor  has  no  difficulty  in  getting  his 
discharge.  This  very  city,  Ottawa, 
furnishes  some  striking  •  illustrations  of 
the  working  of  the  Insolvent  Act.  There 
ia  one  official  assignee  who,  I  am '  in- 
formed, has  had  thirty-two  cases  in  his 
hands  and  has  never  paid  a  cent  of 
dividend.  I  have  that  fact  on  authority 
that  I  consider  indisputable.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  i)eople  of  Ottawa  are 
greater  sinners  than  the  residents  of  other 
cities,  but  the  whole  amount  recovered 
oat  of  the  assets  of  bankrupt  estates  is 
not  equal,  in  my  opinion,  to  seven  and  a 
half,  some  say  not  even  ^ve  cents  on  the 
dollar.  Unfortunately,  1  have  reason  to 
know  something  about  it.  All  the  rest 
of  those  estates  has  been  eaten  up  by 
official  assignees  or  lawyers.  In  1879, 
according  to  Dun,  Wyman  &  Co.'s  report, 
the  failures  in  the  Dominion  amounted  to 
$29,700,000  ;  the  previous  year  they  had 
amounted  to  $19,000,000.  I  have  it 
from  reliable  figures  that  the  failures'  in 
the  Dominion  during  the  last  five  years 
OKceoded  $7-^,000,000.  I  would  ask 
hon.  gentlemen  if  there  is  any  cause  for 
such  wholesale  failures  if  it  is  not  dis- 
konesty  and  immorality  )  There  must 
be  dishonesty  and  immorality,  and  a 
very  large  measure  of  both.  I  blame 
the  Oovemment,  to  some  extent,  for  not 
having  introduced  a  short,  simple  mea- 
tare  for  the  distribution  of  insolvent 
estates,  but  I  shall  now  certainly  vote 
tethisBUL 

Hon.  Mr.  BEAD— When  this  Bill 
was  before  the  House  last  session,  I 
thought  it  my  duty,  in  deference  to  the 
decuoon  of  the  other  House,  to  vote  for 
it^  and  I  was  led  to  believe  that,  during 
Hon.  Mr.  Simpeon, 


the  recess,  some  measures  would  be* 
passed  by  the  local  legislatures  to  make 
provision  for  distributing  insolvent 
estates  amongst  creditors.  I  believe 
that  the  Legislature  of  Ontario  has- 
attempted  something  in  that  way,  and 
some  hon.  gonilenien  appear  to  be  under 
the  impression  that  it  will  have  that 
effect.  But  when  I  come  to  look  into 
that  Act,  I  find  that  it  fails  to  accom-^ 
plish  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended. It  provides  that,  when  ati 
execution  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the' 
sheriff,  any  other  creditors  who  have" 
claims  falling  due  within  a  month  eaa' 
present  them  and  rank  upon  the  estate. 
But  what  of  those  parties  who  have  not 
debts  maturing,  but  which  are  at  the 
same  time  legitimate)  They  are  left 
out  in  the  cold  entirely.  I  do  nokknow 
whether  it  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  local  legislatures  to  pass  a  different 
measure,  but  this  one,  at  all  events,  does 
not  provide  for  an  equitable  distribution 
of  debtors'  estates.  Within  my  memory 
we  have  had  numerous  Insolvent  acts, 
and  there  have  been  times  when  no  such 
law  has  been  upon  our  Statute  book. 
From  my  own  knowledge,  I  consider  the 
existing  law  the  best  we  have  had  upon 
the  subject.  It  is  hard  upon  the  debtor, 
but  it  sifts  matters  ilioroughly,  and 
divides  assets  better  than  any  similar 
act  that  has  been  passed  in  Canada,  if 
the  creditors  choose,  any  ordinary  debtor, 
to  pay  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar,  must 
have  an  estate  worth  three  times  as 
much.  I  think  that  statement  is  borne 
out  by  experience,  and  that  is  why  I 
say  that  the  existing  law  is  hard  on 
debtors.  In  the  case  of  wholesale  men 
who  have  not  broken  packages,  no  doubt 
the  expense  of  winding  up  bankrupt 
estates  is  less  than  in  the  case  of 
retail  traders,  and  better  results 
can  be  realised.  The  Insolvent 
Act  unquestionably  leads  to  reckless 
trading.  I  have  very  little  sympathy 
with  wholesale  merchants,  or  bankers 
either,  who  assist  reckless  traders,  and 
they  deserve  none  when  they  meet  with 
loss.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  to  have 
our  stores  throughout  the  land  filled 
with  goods  of  British  manufacturers, 
which  are  not  needed,  and  which  are  the 
result,  to  a  large  extent  of  the  Bankruptcy 
Law.     Wholesale    merchants  feel  that 
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if  tlieir  customers  succeed,  they  will  have 
a  large  beaefit,  and  if  not  they  get 
sometliing  at  all  events.  If  by  the  re- 
peal of  this  law  we  could  prevent  the 
country  from  being  flooded  with  goods 
that  are  unnecessary,  I  think  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  Parliament  t6  pass  this 
Bill.  One  great  cause  of  the  late  de- 
pression was  the  importation  of  large 
quantities  of  goods  which  the  country 
could  not  afford  to  pay  for.  We  should 
economise,  because  this  is  a  young  coun- 
try, and  we  should  not  purchase  articles 
which  are  only  suited  for  nations  that 
possess  accumulated  wealth.  Within 
the  n  emory  of  men  still  living,  the 
greater  part  of  this  country  has  been  a 
wilderness,  and  wo  are  even  yet  strug- 
gling to  clear  away  the"  forest,  to  build 
roacls  and  construct  buildings,  and  we 
caonofr  afford  to  pay  for  luKuries  to  any 
great  extent. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN— I  voted  for  a 
Bill  si  nilar  to  this  one  last  3'ear,  believ- 
ing th.it  1  was  acting  in  accordance  with 
the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  of 
my  own  Province.  <  I  shall  vote  for  this 
Bill  to-day  because  I  believe  that  the 
feeling  in  favor  of  it  is  even  stronger 
ii'ow  thm  it  was  last  year  in  Nova  Scotia. 
With  the  decided  expression  of  opinion 
in  the  other  Chamber  and  throughout  the 
country,  after  the  fullest  discussion  of 
the  question,  we  sl^ould  accept  this  Bill. 
The  principal  objection  to  it  has  been 
raised  by  the  members  from  New  Bruns- 
vick.  That  Province  has  been  repre- 
sented to  us  as  being  in  a  state  of  almost 
vniversal  depression  and  bankruptcy. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— Who  described 
it  as  almost  insolvent^ 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN — In  a  previous 
debate  the  hon.  Senator  from  St.  John 
(Mr.  Lewin)  and  other  repi-esentatives  of 
the  Province  described  it  as  being  in  a 
deplorable  condition,  but  I  find  that  it 
has  enjoyed  better  times  than  any  other 
part  of  the  Dominion,  if  we  are  to  judge 
by  the  number  of  insolvencies  that  are 
reported  to  have  occurred.  By  the  last 
returns  given  in  the  report  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Agriculture,  they  numbered  1,495, 
sad  I  find  that  only  56  occurred  in  New 
Brunswick,  the  gross  amount  of  which 
was  4595,000.  The  estates  liquidated 
by  dividend,  under  supervision  of  the 
eiediton  and  assignees,  amounted  to  only 
.     Hon.  Mr,  Read, 


$1,816,  of  which  $874  were  preferential 
claims,  and  $531  went  for  expenses, 
leaving  only  $18,  to  divide  among  the 
ordinary  creditors.  In  other  words,  the 
estates  paid  nine  mills  on  the  dollar 
outside  of  ^^preferential  claims  1  Several 
estates,  to  the  value  of  $26,000,  were 
settled  by  consent  of  the  creditors  and 
insolvents.  The  claims  proved  were 
$80,772,  and  the  assets,  divided  by  con- 
sent, amounted  to  $26,778.  Those 
estates  turned  out  better  than  any  that 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  assignees. 
There  remain  yet  to  be  settlt*d  claims 
proven  to  the  amount  of  $310,9459  ^t^^ 
the  amount  received  on  them,  in  the 
hands  of  the  assignees,  is  $41,195.  The 
expeiience  that  they  have  had  in  New 
Brunswick  of  the  working  of  the  Insol- 
vent Act,  accordirg  to  the  returns,  is 
less  then  in  any  other  province,  but  that 
experience,  judging  by  the  cases  that 
have  passed  through  the  a&signees'  hands, 
has  not  been  of  a  character,  I  should 
think,  to  lead  them  to  oppose  the  repeal 
of  the  existing  law. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— It  seems  to  be 
admitted  by  everybody  that  the  effect  of 
the  Insolvent  Act  has  been  disastrous, 
but  it  is  said  by  those  who  are  opposed 
to  its  repeal  that  it  is  due  to  t!ie  negli- 
gence of  the  creditors  themselve&  I 
should  like  to  know  if  they  have  any 
measure  to  propose  which  will  induce 
creditors  to  take  better  care  of  their  own 
interests  in  the  future.  I  suppose  that 
humsui  nature  will  not  be  changed  by 
legislation,  and,  as  it  is  admitted  that  the 
existing  law  has  a  disastrous  effect,  it 
seems  to  me,  according  to  their  own 
views,  that  it  will  continue  to  be  so,  and, 
consequently,  should  be  repealed.  The 
hon.  Senator  from  Quints  Division  (Mr. 
Bead)  says  that  the  legislation  of  Ontario 
does  not  provide  for  claims  not  matured, 
but  it  is  generally  i*ecognized  that  insol- 
vency brings  all  debts  to  maturity.  Of 
course  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  the  law 
of  Ontario,  but  it  is  a  generally-admitted 
principle  of  law  everywhere  that  such 
claimants  as  the  hon.  gentleman  describes 
would  be  entitled  to  share  with  the  other 
creditors. 

Hon.  Mr.  DTCKEY— This  matter  has 
been  fully  and  fairly  argued  out.  At 
the  same  time,  on  so  important  a  mea- 
sure, it  would  hardly   be  right  to  allow 
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axguinents  that  have  been  made  to  pass 
without  brief  reference  to  some  of  them. 
My  hon.  fri<!ud  from  St.  John  (Mr. 
Dover),  who  did  not  make  a  speech  ex- 
actly, but  read  a  couple  of  lettera  to  this 
House,  has  introduced  a  new  element 
into  the  legislation  of  this  country,  be- 
cause he  has  thought  proper  to  throw 
into  cur  faces  the  opinion  of  a  judge  in 
bankruptcy  to  sway  the  Senate  in  pass- 
ing an  act  to  repO'il  those  laws.  I  ask 
if  that  is  a  reason  which  should  entitle 
his  arguments,  if  he  used  any,  or  the 
writer  of  that  letter,  to  favorable  con- 
sideration in  this  House.  One  of  the 
hon.  gentleman's  correspondents  says 
that  if  the  attachment  laws  of  New 
Brunswick  are  not  repealed,  this  repeal- 
ing Bill  ought  not  to  pass.  I  suppose 
the  converse  ot  that  is  true  ;  if  these  at- 
tachment laws  are  to  be  repealed,  this 
Bill  ought  to  pass.  We  have  the  Lieu- 
tenant Q-ovemor  of  New  Btunswick 
stating  only  Monday  last  in  his  Speech 
from  the  Throne  that  legislation  would 
be  required  in  New  Brunswick  on  that 
important  question  of  debtor  and  credi- 
tor from  the  effect  of  the  probable  repeal 
of  the  insolvency  laws.  The  attention 
of  the  Attorney-General  of  Nova  Scotia 
has  been  called  to  the  same  matter. 
While  upon  that  subject,  I  will  answer 
an  argument  made  use  of  by  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Quints  Division,  that  in 
voting  as  he  did  last  year  he  supposed 
that  the  local  legislatures  would  legislate 
upon  this  matter.  It  is  due  to  my  own 
province  and  New  Brunswick  to  state 
that  this  Act  was  discussed  in  the  month 
of  May  last,  a  long  time  after  the  legis- 
hitures  of  tx>th  these  provinces  had  been 
prorogued,  and  the  Legislature  of  On- 
tario has  since  acted  upon  it,  whether 
to  a  sufficient  extent  or  hot  is  beside 
the  question,  because  any  laws 
they  have  passed  will  be  amend- 
ed when  found  necessary,  and 
the  Legislatures  of  New  Bmnswick 
and  Nova  Scotia  are  now  open  to  pass 
similar  laws.  My  hon.  friend's  colleague, 
from  the  same  city,  has  alluded  to  the 
fact  that,  even  if  those  measures  pass,  it 
will  be  vwy  inconvenient,  because  thero 
will  be  different  laws  in  Uie  several  pro- 
vinces. Surely,  my  hon.  friend  knows 
that,  at  the  present  moment,  all  laws 
regulating  civil  lights  and  property  aro 
passed  by  the  legislatures  ot  the  pro- 
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vinces,  and  differ  in  each  province.  We 
have  not  arrived  at  a  state  of  uniformity 
in  such  matters,  and  there  will  be  no 
gieat  anomaly  if  these  laws  regulating 
insolvent  estates  are  different  in  the 
several  provinces.  But  my  hon.  friend 
may  be  coosolod  by  this  :  that,  if  those 
acts  should  be  diverse,  they  will  only  be 
operative  in  the  provinces  in  which  they 
aro  enacted,  and  my  hon.  friend  need 
hardly  be  troubled  by  any  consideration 
of  that  kind.  He  admits  there  are  objec- 
tions to  the  working  of  the  Act,  but  if 
the  creditors  would  only  do  their  duty, 
the  law  would  be  a  good  one.  But  that 
is  just  the  trouble.  My  hon.  friend  was 
told  yesterday,  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Ottawa  (Mr.  Scott),  that  creditors 
would  not  do  their  duty,  and 
he  might  hava  added  frequently^ 
the  creditors,  whether  from  tlTe  fact 
of  being  relatives  or  from  sympathy 
with  what  is  called  an  unfoi lunate  debtor, 
will  not  act,  and  the  result  is  ^that  the 
debtor,  in  a  great  many  cubos,  is  allowed 
to  do  just  as  he  pleases  with  the  estate, 
and  frequently  is  given  the  entire  con- 
trol of  it.  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  the  fault 
of  the  law,  but  it  is  the  fault  of  hnraj|n 
nature  that  creditors  will  not  do  their 
duty,  and  shews  the  inherent  difficulty 
of  houestly  working  out  any  insolvent 
law.  My  hon.  friend  has  stated  a  very 
strong  objection  to  the  law  when  ho  saya 
himself  that  the  creditors  will  not  take 
the  trouble  of  carrying  out  its  pro- 
visions. I  ought  not  to  pass  by  my  bun. 
friend  from  Hamilton  (Mr.  Hope)  because, 
he  has  been  very  broad  in  his  reference 
to  myself.  He  says  I  made  us»e  of  very 
strong  arguments  against  the  bankers  of 
the  country  when  I  said  this  Act  led  to 
commercial  immorality.  He  says : 
*'  How  can  you  call  an  act  immoral  that 
is  sustained  by  the  bankers  of  Hamilton, 
Toronto,  Montreal  and  the  other  large 
cities  of  the  country  T  I  deprecate  the 
bringing  into  these  debates  such  allusions 
to  classes,  and  it  is  strange  that  my  hon. 
friend,  while  he  did  that,  in  the  next 
breath  made  au  attack  on  the  lawyers,  and 
said  that  they  were  the  cause  of  the  whole 
difficulty.  Although  I  am  not  in  active 
practice  at  the  [iresent  time,  it  is  but 
justice  to  an  honorable  profession  to  say 
that  neither  in  the  Senate  nor  in  the 
other  House  have  the  lawyers  sought 
to  dictate  the  course  of  legislation,  nor 
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hare  they  failed  to  obTerve  the  proper 
deferenoa  which  should  be  paid  to  com- 
mereial  men  and  others.  But  when  ray 
hon.  friend  throws  out  these  defiances  at 
lawyers  and  seeks  t.o  create  an  impres- 
sion of  that  kind,  I  can  only  teil  him 
that  he  is  quite  mistaken,  and  that  if  the 
lawyers  in  Parliament  acted  from  inter- 
ested motives,  they  would  be  prepared  to 
sustain  the  law  as  it  exists,  because  it  is 
one  eminently  in  their  own  interest.  My 
hon.  friend  has  made  a  reference  to  the 
United  States,  and  speaks  of  the  local 
legislation  of  that  country.  He  seems  to 
be  very  much  afraid  of  that  legislation. 
Why  should  he  be  /now  afraid  of  it  than 
tho  people  of  the  United  States  them- 
«elves  are  1  He  will  be  surprised  to  hear, 
as  it  is  my  duty  to  teil  him 
now,  when  we  come  to  considor  tho 
question  of  legislation  in  the  United 
States,  that  we,  perhaps,  may  get  some 
instruction  from  it  as  bearing  on  the 
question  before  the  House.  It  was  some 
sevenleen  years  after  the  union  of  these 
States  had  been  consolidated  before  a 
.bankruptcy  law  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress at  all.  How  long  was  that  in 
foi-ce  1  Not  quite  four  yeara.  It  was 
passed  oil  the  4bh  of  April,  1800,  and 
re])eHled  on  the  li/th  of  December,  1803. 
What  resulted  then  ?  For  thirty- 
eight  years  in  that  great  Republic,  those 
shrewd  American  people  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  have  a  bankruptcy  law  at 
alK  It  was  not  until  1841  that  another 
law  was  passed.  It  was  enacted  on  the 
19th  of  August,  1841,  and  repealed  in 
the  early  part  of  1843,  having  Ijeen  in 
force  only  for  a  period  of  some- 
thin;:^  like  seventeen  or  eighteen  months. 
Then  there  was  another  hiatus  of  how 
long?  Why,  some  twenty-four  ye^ra 
before  a  new  bankru])tcy  law  was  passed. 
This  law,  lately  repealed,  was  not  enacted 
until  the  2nd  of  March,  1867,  and  that 
Act  had  rather  a  longer  life  than  either 
of  the  others  ;  I  suppose  they  had  accu- 
mulated a  good  deal  of  experience,  and 
they  made  a  better  law  than  they  had 
been  enabled  to  make  before.  I  ought 
not  to  pass  by  the  fact  that  the  law  of 
1841  was  brought  into  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the 
difficulties  that  arose  from  the  state  of 
things  in  1837  and  1838,  produced  by 
the  wave  ot  commercial  depression  that 
passed  over  that  country,  and  it  was 
Hon.  Mr.  Dickey, 


only  kept  in  force  for  a  temporal  y  period. 
But  this  law  of  1867  was  kept  in  force 
for  some  ten  years,  just  about  the  same 
period  as  our  law  has  been  in  force,  for 
I  assume  that  it  will  not  remain  alive 
any  longer.  This  is  the  state  of  things 
in  the  United  States,  where,  in  a  hundred 
years,  they  have  been  without  a  bankrapcy 
law  for  eighty-five  years.  My  hon. 
friend  trom  Ottawa  spoke  the  other  day 
of  the  argument  that  I  had  made  use  of 
as  to  the  cost  of  enforcing  this  Act,  and 
said  there  was  nothing  in  it,  because  the 
creditors  have  the  power  to  choose  their 
assignees  and  have  full  contml  over  the 
debtor's  astate.  But  my  hon.  friend 
labors  under  a  misconception,  because, 
although  the  creditors  have  the  power  of 
appointing  the  assignee,  that  in  no  way 
affects  the  expenses  under  the  Act.  Let 
me  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
operation  of  the  present  law  in  that  re- 
spect. The  first  step  the  law  takes  is 
to  put  the  estate  into  the  hands  of  an 
official  assignee,  and,  although  at  the 
very  first  meeting  of  creditors  they  may 
select  their  own  assignee,  yet,  in  the 
meantime,  tho  property  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  official  assignee,  and,  that  official 
has  to  be  paid.  Then  you  have 
to  pay  the  creditors*  assignee 
afterwards,  and  the  inspectors,  the 
lawyera  and  the  courts.  Although 
I  did  not  certainly  use  such  strong  lan- 
guage as  has  been  employed  to-day,  I 
am  not  at  all  pi*epared  to  say  that  too 
strong  language  has  been  used  with  re- 
gard to  official  assignees.  It  is  a  curious 
fact  that,  in  the  year  1869,  the  Parlift- 
ment  of  England  abolished  official 
assignees,  and  ever  since  that  year  there 
have  been  no  such  officials  in  England 
under  the  bankruptcy  law.  That  is  the 
very  strongest  proof  that  they  found  it 
would  not  do  to  leave  creditors — or 
even  the  debtor  himself — to  the  mercy 
of  those  persons  who  have  been  so  stig- 
matized in  the  lauguige  I  have  not  ven- 
tured to  repeat.  M^  hon.  friend  from 
Ottawa  was  rather  hard  on  the  Govem- 
'  ment  when  he  said  he  thought  they 
ought  to  have  brought  down  a  substitute 
for  this  law.  It  is  quite  open  for  my 
hon.  friend  to  use  that  argument,  and  it 
was  quite  open  for  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Prince  Edward  Island  (iMr.  Hay- 
thorne),  from  a  party  point  of  view,  to 
use  any   argument  that  best  expressed 
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bis  views  in  relation  to  the  policy  of  the 
Oovemment.     I  do  not  stand  here  as  an 
apologist  for  the  Ministry,  but  I  do  think 
tbej  are  entitled  to  fair  play.     Last  ses- 
sion  there   was  a  strong    feeling  with 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Government 
to   repeal   the    Insolvency    Law,  while 
others  opposed  it.     What  was  the  result  ? 
Some  of   the  leading  minds  of    Parlia- 
ment  were   called   together,   and,  after 
discussing     the    matter,     they   brought 
in     a    Bill,     the    very     best     n.easure 
that      could      be     produced      after     a 
month's      deliberation,      but     it      was 
negatived   by    a    decisive    vote  of    the 
House,    and  the   repeal  measure  which 
"was  introduced  was  passed  against  the 
oppasition  of  some  members  of  the  Gov- 
ernment.    The  same  feeling   was   mani- 
f(Ssted  this  year,  even  more  strongly,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  fair  to  say  to  the   Gov- 
ernment they  ought  to  have  courted   de- 
feat   and  brought  in   a.  measure   which 
they  knew  would  not  pass  ;  that   they 
should  have  tinkered  up  this   objection- 
able  Act  and  iuipeiilled  their  seats  by 
trying  to  force  it  through  the  Hoase.    It 
might  have  been  a  good  party  move   for 
the  Opposition,  but  I  do  not  know   that 
the  Government  would  have  been  justi- 
lied  in  attempting  to  substitute  another 
law  for  the  present  obnoxious  Act  until 
the  couatry  could  experience  the   result 
of  the   repeal  of  the  measure,  see  what 
coarse  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
was  disposed    to  take,  what  amendments 
are  to  be  made  in  the  English  Act,  nor 
until   the   effect  of  the   local  legislation 
iH    the  different  provinces  was  known, 
and  how  far  it  would  meet  the  objections 
of  those  gentlemen   who  do  not  wish  to 
«ee      the      present     law    re|)ealed.     At 
all      events,     I      think     the      Govern- 
ment   have     taken    a    prudent     course 
hi  yielding  to  the  general   sentiment  of 
the  country.     The  hon.  gentleman  from 
Montreal,  who,  last  year,  moved  the  six 
months'  heist,  stated,  in  his  speech,  that 
it  would  do  no  harm  to  allow  the  law  to 
remain  on  the  Statute  book  for  another 
year.    The  hon.  gentleman  from  Toronto, 
who  spoke  yesterday, (Mr.  Smith),  follow- 
ed up  that  argument,  and  a^sked  that  it 
be  allowed  to  stand  over  twelve  months, 
until  the   feeling  of  the  country  was  as- 
certained.    Ni>  doubt  such  arguments  as 
these   had    great  weight   in  this  House 
last      session,     and      influenced     many 

Hon.  Mr,  Dickey, 


to  vote  against  the  repeal  of 
the  law  for  that  year.  I  ask 
if  the  feeling  of  the  countty  has  not  been 
well  ascertained  on  this  subject  now  %  It 
certainly  has  been  ascertained,  and  in  the 
only  constitutional  way  it  can  be  ascer- 
tained, by  the  well  understood  wishes  of 
the  people,  as  expressed  through  their 
representatives.  •  In  listening  to  the 
debate  yesterday,  I  was  struck  with  this 
citrious  fact :  that  not  one  gentleman  who 
spoke  agamst  the  repeal  of  the  Insolvent 
Act  undertook  to  justify  it  in  every  par- 
ticular. A  gi'eat  many  admitted  that  the 
law  was  badly  administered  j  a  great  many 
admitted  that  there  were  serious  objec- 
tions to  some  of  its  provisions,  but, 
strange  to  say,  they  ask  the  Senate  to 
continue  this  obnoxious  law — this  law 
that  has  been  so  badly  administered — on 
the  Statute  books  of  the  country.  I  can 
nndei'^tand  the  courao  of  some  of  my 
hon.  friends  who  admitted  frankly  : 
"  We  are  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  an 
insolveut  act,  but  this  Act  has 
been  so  badly  administered  that 
we  would  rather  see  it  repealed 
than  continued  any  longer."  That, 
is  a  fair,  open  and  manly  course,  but  I 
cannot  understand  that  other  gentlemen 
should  object  to  the  repeal  of  the  Act  for 
a  time,  at  all  events,  ui.til  it  could  be 
seen  how  the  re|ieal  would  operate,  and 
then,  if  neces&iry,  have  another  law 
brought  in.  Several  references  havo 
been  made  to  myself  as  not  being  so  very 
chary  of  getting  a  decision  in  this  House 
agiinst  the  decision  in  another  plaee, 
but  I  wish  to  remind  tlie  House  that,  on 
all  former  occasions,  the  Senate  have 
taken  good  care  to  have  the  country 
at  thi^ir  back,  and,  whenever  they 
have  differed  in  legislation  from 
the  other  House,  it  was  either  because 
it  was  hasty  legislation — ^and  in  that 
respect  I  do  not  object  to  the  course 
taken  last  year — or  because  they  felt 
that  they  were  doing  the  proper  duty  of 
the  second  branch  of  the  Legislature  in 
rejecting  a  measure  which  they  felt  the 
country  would  not  sanction ;  and  1  can 
appe;il  to  our  past  record  to  shew  that 
frequently,  and  i  might  add  almoet  in- 
variably, this  House  has  been  right  in 
the  position  they  assumed.  I  have  in 
my  mind  at  this  moment  a  bill  that  my 
hon.  friend  alongside  of  me  took  a  de- 
cided   stand  against :  the   Nova  Scotia 
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Conductor  McGinn, 


Cbunty    Court    Bill.      We    carried  our 
point.  ^  Next  year  the  Bill  was  brought 
in  again.     We  said  we  were  under  the 
impression  that  the  liegislature  of  Nova 
Scotia  would  deal  with  the  question,  but, 
as   no  action  was  taken,  we   abandoned 
our    opposition    to    it.     In  the  British 
House  of  Lords,  with  the  single  exception 
of  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister, 
where  the  sentimental  and  religious  ele- 
ments come  in,  anl  where  people  have 
a  right    to  consult   their  views,  and  to 
act  upon  them,  as^  far  as  my  recollection 
goes,  when  a  Bill  has  been  passed  in  the 
House     of     Commons     hy    a    decisive 
majority  and   has   been   rejected  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  when  the  Bill  has  been 
sent  up  to  them  afterwards  under  the  same 
circumstances,  it  has  invariably  passed. 
All  I  ask  is  that  we  should  follow  our 
great  exemplar,  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
pass  this  Bill.     It  is  said  th^s  Bill  is  rot 
required   by  the  country.     The  country 
has  had  a  whole  year  to  consider  and  to 
bring  forward  any  objections   to  it,  and 
what  ii  the  result  ?     Only  three  petitions 
oil    Our  table  against  it,   and  »11  the.se 
petitions  are   from    bankers   and  others, 
who,  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Hamilton 
thinks,  ought  to  control   the   opinions  of 
this  House.     I  do  trust  that  the  Senate 
will    not    put    themselves    in     a     false 
position,     but     will     allow     this     Bill 
to     pass,     and    thus    rid    the    country 
of  a  measure  which  no  person  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  has  ventured  to  ad- 
'^ocate  in  its  entirety',  and  which  is  open 
to  the  serious  objections  that  have  been 
made  to  it  in  both  Houses. 

A  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  negatived  on  the  fol- 
lowing division: — 


Contents  : 

Hon.  Messrs. 

Allan,                            Leonard, 
Ball,                               Lewin, 
Christie,                         McMaster, 
Dever,                            Miiirbead, 
Fabre,                            Nelson, 
Grant,                            Penny, 
Hamilton  (/fiJfeerman)   Scott, 
Hay  thorae,                    Wark.— 1 7 . 
Hope, 

NON-CONTKNTS  : 

Hon.  Messrs. 

Aikins, 
Almon, 
Archibald, 

Armand, 

Baillargeon, 

Bellcrose, 

Hon.  Mr,  Dickey. 

Girard, 

Glazier, 

Gu6vremont, 

Bimson, 

Botsford  (Speaker), 

Boucherviile,  De, 

Boarinot, 

Brouse, 

Bareau, 

Campbell,  Sir  Alex., 

Carvell, 

Chaffers, 

Chapais, 

Cochrane, 

Cormier, 

Dickey, 

DickHon, 

Dumouchel, 

Ferguson, 

Ferricr, 

Flint, 

The  motion  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  Bill  was  carried  on  the  sains  division. 
The  Bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  5.40  p.m. 


Kaulbach, 

McCIelan,  (Hapewdl) 

McLelan  (Londondirry'y 

MacDonald, 

Macfarlane, 

Miller, 

Montgomery, 

Odell, 

PAquet, 

Pelletier, 

Power, 

Pozer, 

Bead, 

Reesor, 

Seymour, 

Simpson, 

Stevens, 

Sutherland, 

Triidel, 

Vidal— 47. 


THE   SENATE. 

Friday,  March  12th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

PETITIONS  FOR  PRIVATE  BILLS. 
TIME  FOR  BECRIVING  EXTENDED. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKIN'S  moved  that  the 
time  for  receiving  petitions  for  private 
bills  be  extended  for  one  week. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  * 

THE  BAPTIST  UNION  OP  CANADA  BILL. 
SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  McM  ASTER  moved  the 
second  reading  of  Bill  (27)  '*  To  incorpo- 
rate the  Bapcist  Union  of  Canada." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  DISMISSAL  OF  CONDUCTOR  MoOINK 
MOTION    FOB  A   RETURN. 

Mr.  DEVER  moved  :— 

<•  That  an  humble  adrlrefts  be  presented  to 
HiR  Excellency  the  Governor  General,  praying' 
that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House  all  papers,  correspondence 
and  other  information  relating  to  the  late- 
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Mummaxy  dismissal  of  Condactor  KcGinn  from 
the  Northern  DlTision  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railway." 

He  said: — ^Tho  motion  of  which 
I  give  notice,  is  one  leading  up  to 
the  dismissal  of  a  conductor  on  tlio  Inter- 
colonial Railway,  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  north  shore  of  New 
Brunswick.  I  have  no  desire  to  make 
anj  extende«l  remarks  upon  this  subject, 
because  really  I  am  not  personally 
acquainted  with  the  gentleman  ;  if  I  mat 
him  on  the  street  to-day,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  would  recognise  him 
unless  he  were  pointed  out  to  me ; 
but  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  from 
the  city  of  St.  John,  who  has  frequently 
travelled  upon  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way, has  taken  upon  himself  to  present 
the  matter  to  me,andask  my  assistance  in 
having  him  reinstated  to  his  former 
position.  I  might  remark  that  this 
gentleman  who  gives  me  the  information 
bearing  on  the  subject,  is  one  in  whom  I 
have  the  greatest  confidence  as  a  gentle- 
man, who  would  not  state  anything  that 
he  was  not  personally  aware  of.  For  fear 
I  might  say  anything  that  would  do 
injury  to  anybody,  I  prefer  to  give  the 
statement  as  it  was  given  me  by  that 
gentleman.  It  was  to  the  effect  that 
Conductor  McGinn  was  running  a 
special  train  from  Moncton  to  Campbell- 
ton,  on  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  which 
mail  train  consisted  of  a  mail,  a  bag- 
gage, a  first-class  passenger  and  a 
Pnllman  car.  The  passenger  car  was 
crowded  with  Miss  Rye's  children.  At 
Bathurst,  a  certain  Senator  was  waiting 
for  the  regular  train,  which  was  following 
the  special  train  spoken  of,  and,  not  want- 
ing to  take  the  Pullman  car,  the  crowd 
in  the  other  car  prevented  him  being 
aocommodated  to  his  liking.  He  would 
not  wait  for  the  regular  train  which  was 
following,  and  in  which  his  baggage  was 
carried  When  the  Senator  got  to 
Ottawa,  he  made  a  complaint  as  a 
Senator  against  this  man,  and  had  him 
dismissed  for  not  doing  for  a  Senator 
what  he  could  not  do  for  other  and  as 
worthy  men.  I  am  also  informed  that 
McGinn  did  not  know  the  Senator,  and 
that  he  was  not  one  inclined  to  give 
offence  to  anybody,  much  less  to  a 
Senator.  1  assert  nothing  of  my  own 
knowledge,  but  believe  that  the  whole 
thing,  as  related  to  me,  is  correct,  and  as 
HoTi.  Mr.  Dever, 


an  injustice  has  been  done  to  Conductor 
McGinn,  I  submit  the  matter  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERGUSON— I  believe 
that  I  am  the  Senator  alluded  to  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  opi>o8ite.  The  incident 
occurred  at  Bathurst.  When  I  wiis 
about  to  enter  the  car,  this  McGinn  told 
me  that  there  was  no  room  for  me  on 
the  train.  I  told  him  that  there  was 
plenty  of  room,  and  got  aboard.  I  said 
to  him  :  "  You  must  take  my  trunk 
along ;  it  is  not  a  large  one.''  He  said  : 
"1  cannot,  and  I  won't,  take  it,"  and 
he  did  not  take  it,  and  my  trunk  did  not 
arrive  here  nnill  twenty  four  hours  after 
I  reached  Ottawa  myself.  I  made  no 
demand  for  the  dismissal  of  McGinn, 
and  no  complaint,  except  to  explain  the 
circumstances  to  Sir  Charles  Tupper.  I 
did  not  know  that  the  man  would  be 
dismissed  in  consequence,  and  supposed 
there  would  bo  nothing  more  than  a  repri- 
mand for  his  very  rude  conduct.  McGinn 
likewise  refused' to  take  the  luggage  of  a 
imssenger  from  Miramicbi,  and  he  left 
four  passengers  standing  on  the  platform 
at  Newcastle,  whom  he  refused  to  take 
on  the  train.  It  was  a  very  trifling 
affair,  and,  in  my  opinion,  should  never 
have  been  brought  up  here.  I  had  no 
feeling  whatever  against  McGinn, 
and  merely  made  the  explanation,  in  the 
manner  I  have  described,  to  Sir  Charlea 
Tupper. 

THE  SIXTIETH  RULE  AMENDED. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
that  the  60th  Rule  of  the  Senate  be 
amended  as  follows  : — 

<<  Line  I  of  the  said  Rule,  leave  out  <  Erery 
Private  Billf  when  read  the  firRt  time,  is  *  and 
insert  <  Any  Private  Bill  shall,  if  it  be  de- 
manded  by  two  Members,  when  read  the  first 
time,  be."' 

He  explained  that  this  would  prevent  the 
rule  from  oj>erating  on  al?  private  bills, 
and  would  leave  it  optional  with  any  two 
members  to  apply  it  to  any  bill  that 
they  might  regard  as  of  doubtful  consti- 
tutionality. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BANK    OP    NEW   BRUNSWICK    BILL. 
THIRD   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  LEWIN  mr>ved  the  third 
reading  of  Bill  (B)  Respecting  the  Presi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1^4 


Indian  Laws 


[SENATE.] 


Consolidation  Bill. 


•dent,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank 
-of  New  Brunswick. 

The  Bill  was  read  and  passed. 

THE   PRINTING   OF   PARLIAMENT. 
;SIZTH      REPORT      OF       THE       COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  moved  the 
.adoption  of  the  sixth  report  of  the  Joint 
Oomraittee  on  Printing. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  4  o'clock. 


THE  SENATE. 

Monday,  March  loth,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
'O'clock. 

Prajers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THE   BEAUHARNOIS  CANAL. 
MOTION   FOR   A   RETURN. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU  moved:— 
*<  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  praying 
rthat  His  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause 
to  be  transmiUx'd  to  this  House,  a  succinct 
«tatemeQt  shewing  the  number  of  leases  nnd 
sales  of  water  power  and  their  dependencies 
along  the  Beauharnois  Canal ;  tlio  considera- 
tions for  and  dntes  of  such  leases  and  sales, 
and  the  names  of  the  lessees  and  purchasers, 
the  amounts  or  balances  still  due  by  such 
lessees  and  purchasers,  or  their  representa- 
tives, with  the  amount  of  interest  due  thereon ; 
the  numbers  and  areas  of  the  lots  not  sold  or 
lot ;  the  offers  to  purchase  or  rent  made  to  the 
Government  in  respect  of  these  last  mentioned 
lots,  nnd  the  nature  of  the  answers  made  by 
the  Government  to  such  offers." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  SENATE. 
MOTION. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
called, 

"  Consideration  of  the  Message  and 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
the  8th  March  instant,  requesting  that 
the  accounts  of  the  Senate,  since  18C7, 
may  be  sent  to  them." 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved: 

«» That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  bo  directed 
to  prepare  a  statement  containing  the  informa- 
.Aion  asked  for  in  the  said  Message,  and  that  it 

.Hon,  Mr.  Lewin, 


be  comrannicated  to  the  House  of  Commoui 
by  a  message  from  this  House,'' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN   LAWS   CONSOLIDATION   BILL. 
SECOND    REABING. 

Hen.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (C)  "  To  amend 
and  consolidate  the  laws  respecting 
Indians."  He  said  : — This  Bill,  though 
very  lengthy  in  tlie  number  of  its  pages, 
does  not  embrace  very  much  change  in 
the  existing  laws,  but  there  are  two 
Acts  of  Parliament  which  govern  Indian 
affairs  at  the  pr'^sftnt  time,  and  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  Interior  was  anxious  to  con- 
solidate those  Acts,  and  also  to  introduce 
some  changes  into  the  law  as  it  now 
stands.  The  leading  amendment  is  cre- 
ating the  Indian  branch  int )  a  depart- 
ment by  itself.  As  hon.  gentlemen  will 
readily  understand,  the  volume  of  Indian 
affairs  is  increasing  very  much.  The 
dealings  with  them  are  much  more 
numerous  than  they  used  to  be.  A 
great  many  bands  ,  formerly  free  and 
independent,  have,  by  reason  of 
treaties  made  with  them,  come  under  the 
care  of  the  Department.  There  aie  also, 
unfortunately,  measures  which  have  be- 
come necessary  for  the  purposes  of  sus- 
taining the  Indians  in  the  absence  of  the 
buffalo,  and,  from  time  to  time,  lai^ 
ameunts  of  money  have  been  latterly 
necessary  for  that  purpose.  Efforts  are 
also  being  put  foi*th  to  settle  Indians  on 
their  reserves,  and  to  induce  them,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  supply  food  for  them- 
selves, in  the  place  of  that  which  they 
hitherto  obtained  chiefly  from  the  buf- 
fiilo.  These  and  other  reasons  of  the 
same  kind — the  growing  magnitude  of 
the  service,  the  changes  taking  place 
among  the  Indians  themselves,  the  effo-ta 
they  are  putting  forth,  and  which 
they  will  have  to  increase,  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  Indians 
upon  their  reserves,  and  the  large  ex- 
penditure of  money,  have  given  a  magni- 
tude to  the  Indian  bi-anch  of  the  Depaii^ 
ment  of  the  Interior  which  it  had  not 
previously,  although  at  all  times  it  has 
been  an  impoi-tant  and  large  branch  of 
that  Departmenf;.  I  know  that  in 
former  years,  when  I  had  the  manage- 
ment of  what  was  called  the  Crown 
Lands  Department  of  the  Province  of 
Canada,  the  Indian  branch  was  attached 
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to  it,  and  it  was  then  an  important  por- 
tion of  it,  involving  as  much  care  as  the 
.  oianagement  of  lands  in  this  part  of  the 
Dominion.  All  these  reasons  have  in- 
duced the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
to  make  it  a  separate  department,  so  as 
to  give  it  additional  strength  as  a  depart- 
ment working  by  itself,  managed  in 
detail  and  practically  under  the 
Minister/  by  the  deputy  head. 
It  ia  not  proposed  to  create  any  new  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  but  that 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  shall  have 
under  him  two  deputy  heads,  one  for  the 
mamigement  of  public  lands,  and  the 
other  for  the  purpose  of  managing  Indian 
affairs  and  Indian  lands,  and  ju  putting 
forth  the  efforts  which  have  become 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
Indians  upon  their  reservations.  Two  or 
three  other  features  less  important  have 
been  introduced  into  the  Bill.  '  I  shall 
mention  one  or  two  of  them.  A  provision 
exists  at  this  moment  by  which,  if  an 
Indian  become^  a  member  of  a  learned 
profession,  he  becomes  ipso  Jacto  en- 
franchised, and  in  all  respects  the  same 
as  a  white  subject  of  the  Crown,  save 
that,  as  the  ^law  now  stands,  he  loses  his 
lights  as  an  Indian.  It  is  very  gratify- 
ing that  Indians  have  become  members 
of  learned  professions.  I  know  two  or 
three ;  one,  a  barrister,  who  has  been 
educated  at  Cambridge,  England,  and 
another,  a  medical  man,  who  has  been 
educated  in  this  country.  It  is  very 
unfair  that  these  gentlemen — ^they  are 
gentlemen  in  every  sense  of  the  word — 
-who  have  been  educated  in  this  way,  and 
who,  in  consequence,  deserve  every  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, should,  from  tlie  very  fact  of  their 
having  becom^  educated  and  members  of 
learned  professions,  be  deprived  of  their 
rights  as  Indians.  One  change  pro|>osed 
by  the  Bill  is  to  give  them  these  rights 
again.  Another  change  is  an  effort  to  make 
mora  clear  the  subject-matter  of  trespass 
on  Indian  lunds.  Some  didiculty  ban 
arisen  in  practice  from  the  phraseology 
of  the  law  as  it  now  exists  as  to  the 
nature  of  trespass,  and  some  additional 
language  is  used  to  remove  doubts  upon 
that,  point.  Then,  no  provision  exists  at 
present  by  which  farms  or  land  which 
have  been  occupied  by  aged  or  sick 
Indians  can  be  manageil  by  the  Supeiin- 
iendent  of  Indian  Affaii*s,  for  the  benetit 
lion.  Sir  Alcx»  Campbell. 


of  themselves  and  their  children.  Then, 
a  difficulty  has  also  arisen  as  to  the  man- 
agement of  Indian  intestate  estates.  It 
is  proposed  to  remove  that  These 
are  the  main  features  which  it  is 
proposed  to, alter,  and,  in  so  doing,  it 
was  thought  by  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  that  it  would  be  better 
to  repeal  the  two  existing  Acts  and  to 
consolidate  the  laws  affecting  the  man- 
agement of  Indians  into  one  Act,  and  to 
introduce  those  changes.'  When  the  Bill 
is  in  Committee  in  this  House,  I  shall  go 
over  it  clause  by  clause  and  ]>oint  out 
what  language  is  new  and  what  is  old. 
I  have  the  Bill  annotated  so  as 
to  shew  pr»;cisely  what  changes  have 
been  introduced,  and,  with  that  copy 
before  me,  I  shall  be  haf>py  to  explain 
the  amendments  in  Committee. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU— This  is  a  very 
important  measure,  and  I  did  not  expect 
that  the  second  reading  of  it  was  to  take 
place  today.  Still,  I  have  no  objection 
to  letting  it  pass  this  stage  on  the  under- 
standing that  I  reserve  to  myself  the 
right  to  discuss  tlie  principle  of  the  Bill 
in  Committee.  1  h;ive  made  a  study  of 
the  quention,  and  I  find  that  some  im- 
]x>rtant  matters  arc  embraced  in  it.  As 
the  Bill  now  stands,  it  makes  no  distinc- 
tion between  the  nomadic  tribes  of  the 
West  and  the  almost  civilized  Indians  of 
the  Province  of  Quel»ec.  I  shall  also 
have  something  to  say  about  the  educa- 
tion of  the  Indians,  concerning  which 
there  is,  perhaps,  some  question  of  juiis- 
diction. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY. -The  hon. 
Senator  from  De  Lorimier  (Mr.  Bureau) 
has  anticipated  the  requf.st  that  I  was 
about  to  make.  This  Bill  not  only  con- 
solidates existing  laws,  but  it  also  intro- 
duces chai  ges,  which  should  not  be 
adopted  until  we  h^ve  had  an  op))ortunity 
to  examine  them  thoroughly.  It  is  wise 
to  take  time  to  look  carefully  into  such 
measuios,  es|>ecially  in  consolidating 
laws,  before  we  pass  them  en  bloc  in  that 
way.  I  hope  that  the  leader  of  the 
Government  will  givo  us  as  liberal  time 
as  he  can  to  examine  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  was 
unwilling  to  ask  for  a  postponement  of 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bdl  on  the 
ground  that   I  had  been  unable  to  ex- 
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amine  it  before  the  meeting  of  the 
House,  but  perhaps  the  leader  of  the 
Government  will  not  object  to  our  hav- 
ing the  right  to  discuss  the  principle  of 
the  measure  when  he  mov^s  that  it  be 
referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— T  think  it  would 
be  a  very  great  convenience  if  thd  several 
changes  contemplated  would  be  printed, 
HO  that  we  might  intelligently  discuss 
the  subject  when  the  House  goes  into 
Committee  upon  the  Bill.  I  assume  that 
the  prindpi'is  are  very  few  and  that  it  is 
rather  consolidating  the  present  laws, 
but  if  there  are  any  new  points  to  which 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  they 
might  be  printeJ,  not  at  length,  but 
simply  calling  attention  to  the  changes 
contemplated. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
think  the  suggestion  made  by  the  hpn. 
gentleman  is  a  very  good  one,  and  T  will 
try  to  have  slips  distributed  shewing  the 
changes. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE-T  wishtodraw 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Militia 
to  one  thing.  I  have  gone  over  the  Bill 
carefully,  and  I  do  not  find  anything  in 
it  about  the  education  of  the  Indians, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  most  im]x>rtant 
question.  I  understand  from  what  is 
going  on  throughout  the  country  that 
the  olficers  who  are  at  the  head  of  that 
Department  have  exercised  very  little 
care  in  fulfilling  what  I  may  call  the 
principal  obligation  that  the  Government 
has  incurred  in  dealing  with  the  Indians 
— to  give  them  a  propr  education.  I 
hear  that  there  are  some  portions  of  the 
Indian  reserves  where  the  Catholic 
Indians  are  forced  to  send  their  children 
to  schools  not  belonging  to  their  creed. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  tlie 
true  principle  in  educating  the  people  is 
to  let  parents  discharge  their  duty  in 
choosing  the  religious  education  which 
their  children  are  to  receive.  I  believe 
that  every  family  should  have  that  right, 
And  the  Government,being  the  protectors 
of  the  Indians,  should  see  that  proper 
teachers  are  furnished  for  the  education 
of  the  different  tribes,  according  to  their 
religious  creed. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— This  Bill,  with 
another  measui-e  on  the  North- West,  in-  • 
troduced  in  the  other  House,  and  an  Act 
which  was  passed  last  year,  constitute,  I 
Hon,  Mr.  Alexander. 


believe,  a  whole  code  of  legislation  for  the 
North- West.  I  might  remark,  and  the 
leader  of  the  Government  is  probably 
aware,  that  complaints  of  a  very  serious 
character  have  been  made  against  the 
Mounted  Police  Force  ;  and  it  would  be 
in  the  public  interest  that  the  documentii 
upon  this  subject  should  be  submitted  to 
the  House  before  we  discuss  that  measure. 
If  I  am  rightly  informed,  this  force,  which 
costs  an  immense  sum  of  money  annually,, 
has  done  nothing  to  help  to  maintain 
order  and  promote  civilization  among  the 
Indians  of  the  North -West ;-  quite  the 
contrary.  That  vast  country  will,  at 
some  future  day,  be  a  very  important 
part  of  the  Dominion,  and  we  cannot 
examine  too  carefully  laws  which  may 
affect  its  settlement  and  civilization.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  be  in  a  position  to 
judge  of  all  the  requirements  of  this 
legislation,  but  I  am  afraid  that  there  has 
not  been  enough  done  to  civilize  the 
Indians,  and  it  might  be  desirable  for 
Parliament  to  inquire  whether  a  proper 
course  has  been  pursued  to  accomplish 
that  end.  These  matters  can  be  better 
discussed  in  Committee,  and  I  merely 
draw  the  attention  of  the  members  of 
this  House  to  the  importance  of  this  Bill, 
and  to  the  necessity  of  carefully  exam- 
ining all  its  provisions  and  bearings. 
Time  should  be  given  for  a  thorough  con- 
sideration of  the  measure,  and  I  reserve 
the  liberty  to  make  some  suggestions 
when  it  next  comes  before  the  House. 
The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

COMMERCIAL    TRAVELLERS'    ASSOOIA- 
TION  BILL. 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAl/  moved  the 
second  reading  of  Bill  (24)  "To  incorpo* 
rate  the  Dominion  Commercial  Travei- 
lei*K'  Association. 

rhe  motion  was  agreed  to. 


THE  CONTINGENCIES   OF  THE 
SENATE. 

RESOLUTIONS   ADOPTED. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  beeoi 
called, 

"  Consideration  of  the  Message  and 
Eesolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
the  1 1th  instant,  that  certain  payments, 
made  by  the  Senate  and  by  Joint  Corn- 
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mittees  of  both  Houses  be  audited  by 
the  Auditor-General." 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved : — 

<<  1.  That  the  accounts  ol  expendituro  for 
salaries  and  contingencies  of  the  tjenate,  and 
for  their  members'  indemnity,  should  be  audit- 
ed by  the  Auditor-General  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  those  of  the  House  of  Commons  may 
hereafter  he. 
'  "2.  That  the  amount  of  payments  made 
under  the  autliority  of  any  joint  committees 
x>f  both  Houses  should  be  audited  by  the 
Auditor-General. 

«  3.  That  a  message  he  sent  to  the  Commons 
iM^quainting  that  House  that  the  Benate  have 
passed  the  foregoing  resolutions,  aud  will  give 
effect  to  them  on  their  part.'' 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Before  the  uro- 
tion  is  put,  I  may  be  permitte<l,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
tingent Accounts  of  the  Senate,  to  make 
a  i-emarJc  or  two.  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Committee  since  I  became  a 
member  of  this  House  in  1867,  and  I 
can  only  say,  what  every  gentleman  who 
has  been  on  that  Committee  for  any 
length  of  time  will  bear  me  out  in  say- 
ing, that  there  is  nothing  in  connection 
with  the  contingencies  of  the  Senate  that 
will  not  bear  the  closest  investigation.  I 
do  not  know  how  the  impression  has  got 
abroad  that  there  is  any  reluctance  on 
the  part  of  the  Committee  or  of  the 
Senate  that  such  an  investigation  shouldf 
take  place.  I  have  never  seen  any  desire 
evinced  by  that  Committee,  or  by  the 
House,  to  conceal  anything  connected 
with  the  disbursements  of  this  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  If  the  contingencies  of 
the  Senate  have  not  sooner  been  exam- 
ined by  the  other  branch,  it  is  because 
they  evinced  no  desire  to  make  any  such 
examination.  I  believe  the  first  applica- 
tion in  this  direction  made  to  the  Senate 
was  in  1870,  when  a  detailed  statement 
of  members'  indemnities  ,and  mileage  was 
sent  down  to  the  other  end  of  the  build- 
ing when  it  was  asked  for.  I  do  not 
think  that  we  should  shew  the  slightest 
reluctance  to  such  an  investigation  as 
seems  to  be  desired,  not  only  in  another 
place,  but  also  in  the  press.  I  am  aston- 
ished to  find  the  extraordinary  statements 
which  have  appeared  in  some  newspapers, 
and  in  respectable  newspapers  too,  from 
which  one  would  expecti(omething  better. 
Only  last  week,  an  insulting  paragraph  in 
•connection  with  the  Senate  was  published 
Hon,  Mr,  Bureau, 


in  a  leading  Montreal  paper.  Of  course 
these  things  are  calculated  to  do  some 
mischief,  and  can  do  no  good.  They 
evidence  a  very  malicious  and  untruthful ' 
s^nrit  on  the  part  of  the  writers.  I  am 
only  sorry  that,  in  a  journal  said  to  be 
controlled  largely  by  a  member  of  this 
House,  su3h  a  statement  could  appear  as 
the  one  referred  to  in  last  Saturday's 
Herald,  I  repeat,  that  there  never 
has  been  any  desire  on  the  part 
of  this  House  to  prevent  the  fullest 
investigation  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
Senate.  Nothing  would  do  the  Senate 
more  good,  perhaps,  than  if 
the  public  knew  the  care  and 
economy  practiced  by  members 
of  that  Contingent  Committee  in 
regard  to  every  account  that  comes  be- 
fore them.  My  hr>n.  friend  beside  me 
(Mr.  Dickey)  has  been  an  active  worker 
on  that  Committee  for  years,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say  if  he  were  spending  his  own 
money  he  could  not  evince  more  care 
and  economy  than  he  and  others  have 
done  for  years  past  in  managing  the 'con- 
tingencies of  the  Senate. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU— With  regard 
to  a  portion  of  the  remarks  made  by  my 
hon.  friend,  I  may  state  that  I  called  the 
attention  of  the  reporter  of  that  leading 
journal  to  the  matter,  inasmuch  as  a 
member  of  the  Senate*  is  connected  with 
it.  I  took  good  care  to  investigate  the 
report,  and  found  that  it  was  nothing 
more  than  a  calumny.  About  the  other 
matter,  it  was  also  a  story  without  com- 
mon senses  I  was  much  surprised  at  it, 
and  I  stated  to  the  reporter  that  I  could 
not  understand  how  that  could  have 
taken  place.  He  said  he  had  received 
the  information,  but  would  not  say  who 
the  parties  were  who  had  given  it  to  him. 
I  was  desirous  of  exonerating  my  hon. 
Iriend  (Mr.  Penny),  who  is  now  sick  and 
absent.  I  asked  the  reporter  if  that  hon. 
gentleman  had  any  notice  of  what  had 
appeai-ed  in  the  Montreal  Herald,  The 
reporter  said  "  no."  He  said  :  "  I  came 
into  his  room  because  I  wanted  to  see 
him."  I  did  expect  that  at  Montreal 
they  would  not  have  published  that  para- 
graph, and  that  in  the  Herald  of  to-day 
some  retraction  would  have  been  made. 
I  expected,  from  what  the  reporter  in- 
formed me,  that  the  same  paragraph 
would  have  appeared  also  in  the  Toronto 
Globe,     I  considered  it  my  duty,  after 
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what  took  place,  and  the  conrersatioa 
I  had  with  the  reporter,  to  mention  it  to 
the  Senate,  in  justice  to  my  hon.  friend, 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Penny) 
knQW  nothing  of  this  despatch  before  it 
was  published. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  did  not  wish 
to  insinuate,  for  a  moment,  that  mv  hon. 
friend  (Mr. Penny),  even  though  he  had 
been  present,  was  at  all  responsible  for 
that  paragraph. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— E  must 
say  that  the  article  referred  to  in  the 
leading  Montreal  paper  is  one  of  which 
any  journalist  ought  to  be  ashamed. 
When  leading  party  organs  of  such  a  city 
as  Montreal  present  to  their  readei-s  the 
letters  of  correspondents  so  utterly  at 
variance  with  truth,  how  can  we  be  sur- 
prised if  the  local  press  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts reproduce  the  same,  believing  them 
to  be  truel  Thus  untruthful,  state- 
ments are  circulated  of  a  misleading 
chavacter  from  one  end  of  the  Dominion 
to  the  other.  This  course  of  action  cannot 
be  too  much  deprecated  as  mischievous: 
it  destroys  all  resf)ect  for  the  press  of 
the  country.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  such  papers  to  engage  only 
correspondents  who  ai-e  careful  to  write 
the  truoh  ;  othei^wise,  they  themselves 
must  be  held  responsible  for  what  appears 
in  their  papers.  No  one  appreciates  the 
blessing  of  a  free,  un  tram  uiel  led  press  more 
than  I  do  ;  but  when  the  columns  of  a 
paper  are  used  to  misrepresent  any  inci- 
dent or  individual,  then  it  fails  entirely 
to  benefit  society,  and  it  loses  all  its 
influence.  If  the  Senate  of  the  Dominion 
has  fallen  short  of  its  duty,  or  its  members 
have  done  anything  wrong,  let  them  be 
severely  criticised,  but  there  is  no  wisdom 
in  preferring  charges  against  them  which 
are  not  founded  on  fact. 

Hon  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  — I 
think  the  remarks  of  my  hon.  friend 
from  Richmond  (Mr.  Miller)  could  not 
have  come  with  more  strength  or  pro- 
priety from  any  membei  of  the  House, 
and  I  am  sure  that  they  have  been  lis- 
tened to  with  great  satisfaction.  I  am 
glad  to  find  that  the  course  which  I  was 
ready  to  have  acquiesced  in,  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  has  been  strongly  approved 
of  by  the  general  feeling  of  the  House, 
as  it  has  been  expressed  this  afbemoon. 
I  mentioned  the  other  day,  that  when  I 
Hon,  Mr.  Bureau. 


was  first  applied  to  by  the  AuditOE>- 
General  in  July  last,  with  reference  t4h 
auditing  the  accounts,  and  having  looked 
into  the  law  and  seen  that  it  was  the 
intention  that  they  should  be  audited  ia 
the  temper  and  spirit  that  I  mentioned 
the  other  day,  I  expressed  my  opinioa 
that  the  Senate  would  be  perfectly- 
content  to  have  them  audited.  If  actioA- 
was  not  taken,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
Senate,  but  was  due  to  the  inaction  ef 
the  representatives  of  the  other  Chamber. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.50  p.mt 


THE  SENATE. 

Tasedaij,  March  16lh,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three- 
o^clock. 

Prayei-s  and  routine  proceedings. 

SMIGRATION   TO   BRITISH  OOLUMBIA. 
INQUIHY. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL  called  at- 
tention to  the  question  of  the  advisability 
of  assisting  the  emigration  to  the  Pro- 
vince of  British  Coumbia  of  laborers  to- 
bo  employed  on  the  railway  works  now- 
being  undertaken  in  that  Province,  and 
inquired  of  the  Government  what. 
8tei»s,  if  any,  tho}*^  have  taken,  or  are 
inclined  to  take,  in  that  direction  %  He 
said  :  In  talking  over  with  others  tlm 
matter  in  connection  with  which  I  have 
given  this  notice,  I  have  come  to  the  con- 
elusion  that  it  would  be  desirable  if  the 
Grovernment  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada^ 
would  enter  into  communication  on  thia 
question  with  the  contractor  for  the 
railway  works  that  are  now  about  to  be 
commenced  in  British  Columbia.  I  feaor 
that  the  contractor  will  experience  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  on  the  Pacific  coast 
all  the  white  Jabor  that  he  may  require 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  gi-eat  works  that 
he  has  undertaken  and  will  unavoidably^ 
perhaps,  be  constrained  to  employ  con- 
siderable numbers  of  Chinese,  an  event 
which  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  beat 
interests  of  the  Province,  objectionable 
to  the  feelings  of  the  people  there,  and 
one  which  he  himself  would  doubtles* 
avoid  if  possible.  That  being  the  case,  it 
appears  to  me  that  some  understanding 
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could  verj  readily  be  come  to  between 
the  GoYernment  of  the  Dominion  and 
the  contractor  on  some  such  terms  as 
these :  that  the  Government,  on  their 
part  should  undertake  to  assist  the  pas- 
sage to  British  Columbia  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  railway  navvies,  these  laborers  to 
be  engaged  beforehand  to  work  upon  the 
railway  contract;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  contractor  and  those  laborers  so 
engaged  should  undertake  to  repay  wholly 
or  partially  to  the  Government  the  mone 
tary  assistance,  so  given,  out  of  the  wages 
which  would  be  the  proceeds  of  the  men's 
labor  when  employed  in  the  way  that  I 
have  mentioned.  Of  course,  certain  diffi- 
culties must  always  exist  as  to  the  carry- 
ing out  of  such  arrangements,  but  there 
IB  a  statute  of  Canada  which  renders 
legal  such  contracts  between  employers 
and  employed,  even  when  made  in  distant 
countries,  and  which  also  provides  means 
for  the  enforcement  of  their  terms,  and 
I  think  that  if  laborers  were  carried  by 
the  long  sea  voyage  vid  Cape  Horn  and 
landed  at  Tale,  the  immediate  scene  of 
their  labors,  there  would  be  little  fear  of 
any  attempt  in  any  way,  on  their  part,  to 
evade  the  responsibilties  of  the  engage- 
ments into  which  they  had  entered.  It 
is  too  late,  however,  for  anything  of 
the  sort  to  be  done  this'  year,  and, 
indeed,  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
work  which  the  contractor  has  under- 
taken will  prevent  hitn  employing  any 
very  large  force  of  men  this  season,  but 
between  now  and  next  winter  there  is 
ample  time  for  the  Government  to  take 
this  (as  I  regard  it)  roost  important 
matter  into  consideration,  to  enter  into 
eorrespondence  with  the  contractor  on 
the  subject,  and  if  the  Government  see 
fit,  to  issue  instructions  to  their  agents 
in  Great  Britain  to  engage  the  necessary 
number  of  men,  and  either  to  charter  a 
vessel  specially  to  carry  them  from  Great 
Britain  to  British  Columbia,  or  else  to 
engage  for  them  sufficient  accommodation 
on  other  vessels  sailing  fronf  the  United 
Kingdom  to  our  Pacific  coast.  The 
passage  money,  I  imagine,  would  not 
exceed  £17  per  head.  It  would  be,  of 
eourse,  for  the  Government  to  consider 
what,  part  of  that  sum  they  would 
advance.  When  we  remember  that  the 
wages  of  good  navvies  in  British  Columbia 
oannot  possibly  be  less  than  $1.50  a  day, 
or^  at  all  events,  $35  to  $45  per  month, 
EoTi.  Mr,  GornwaU. 


we  can  easily  understand  that,  without 
undue  inconvenience  to  these  laborers, 
they  would,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months,  be  able  to  repay  the  amount 
advanced.  I  think  that  some  such  plaii 
is  not  only  practicable  and  feasible  but 
advisable,  and,  I  am  sure,  if  carried  out,, 
it  would  be  very  beneficial  to  all  parties 
concerned  in  the  arrangement.  The 
voyage  from  England  to  British  Columbia 
by  sailing  vessel,  round  by  Cape  Horn, 
averages  about  five  months  in  duration. 
Consequently,  if  the  men  engaged  were 
to  leave  England  in  November  next, 
they  would  land  in  British  Columbia  at 
a  very  convenient  time  in  the  early  part 
of  the  following  spring.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  describe  the 
advantages  that  British  Columbia  offera 
to  intending  emigrants.  I  may  point 
out,  however,  that  I'ailway  works  will 
probably  continue  in  British  Columbia  for 
many  yeairs  to  come,  but  independently 
of  such  work,  our  raining  industries^ 
there  will  always  afford,  for  an  indefinite- 
number  of  yeara  to  come,  just  the  labor 
which  would  suit  the  class  of  men  whose 
emigration  to  British  ^lumbia  I  am  now 
advocating.  No*  resident  of  British 
Columbia,  and,  indeed,  no  casual  visitor 
to  that  Province  ev^r  seems  to  doubt  for 
a  moment  the  prosperous  future  which 
lies  before  it.  The  only  two  things  that 
it  wants-  at  present  to  ensure  its  pros- 
perity are  better,  shorter  and  more  ready 
means  of  communication  with  other  parts- 
of  the  world,  and  a  larger  population, 
and  both  of  those  desiderata,  I  trust,  will 
shortly  be  secured  to  it.  I  make  a  pass- 
ing allusion  to  the  peculiarly  statesman- 
like and  successful  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  means  which  they  adopted 
last  year  to  induce  and  encoumge  immi- 
gration to  the  Provinces  of  Canada.  The 
idea  of  inviting,  as  they  did,  from  differ- 
ent agricultural  districts  of  Great  Britain 
a  number  of  thoroughly  practical  men 
to  visit  this  country,  to  travel  through  it 
and  to  form  their  own  unbiassed  opinions 
as  to  what  they  saw  and  heard,  was  that  of 
a  Government  which  had  a  thorough  be> 
litsf  in  the  advantages  which  Canada 
offers  to  the  thousands  seeking  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bettering  their  fortunes.  It 
was  the  act  of  an  honest  and  patriotic 
Government,  which,  instead  of  attempt- 
ing to  over-color  or  over-draw  such 
advantages  as  Canada  mii^ht  offer,  was 
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-leilling  to  allow  sensible  and  practical  men 
to  come  and  judge  for  themselves,  and 
dissemins^^te  among  their  friends  the 
opinion  which  they  might  form  at  the 
conclusion  of  their  travels.  Anyone 
who  has  read  the  reports  of  tihose 
delegates  must  be  struck  with  the 
peculiarly  sensible  character  of  them, 
and  mora  than  struck  with  the  exceed- 
ingly favorable  view  they  have  taken  of 
the  provinces  which  they  visited  as 
homes  for  emigrants  of  their  own  class, 
and  I  think  nothing  that  has  been  done 
in  past  years  will  exceed  in  value  the 
results  of  those  reports.  They  will  far 
exceed  the  results  obtained  in  many 
years  past  at  an  extraordinary  expense 
to  the  country.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
need  say  much  more  upon  the  subject. 
I  hope  that  other  hon.  gentlemen  will 
follow  me  on  a  question  which  seems  to 
be  of  some  importance,  and  I  will  merely 
inquire  of  the  Government  what  steps 
the^  have  taken,  or  intend  to  take,  to 
assist  the  emigration  to  British  Colum- 
bia of  laborers  from  Great  Britain  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD —Whether 
the  Government  entei  tains  a  scheme  of 
the  kind  that  has  been  proposed  by  my 
hon.  friend  from  Ashcroft,  or  not,  it  would 
be  a  very  good  thing  if  it  could  be  done. 
Without  detracting  at  all  from  the  force 
of  his  remarks,  I  think  it  would  be  well 
.-to  firbt  consider  the  condition  of  the 
laboring  population  in  the  eastern  pro- 
vinces, and  see  whether  all  who  are  willing 
to  work  can  earn  a  fair  day's  wages,  be- 
fore we  think  of  getting  men  from  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  We  have 
complaints  of  distress  in  many  parts  of 
the  country  for  want  of  employment. 
Of  course  that  cannot  be  taken  as  an 
indication  of  the  condition  of  the  country, 
for  in  the  towns  and  villages  there  are 
always  to  be  found  men  who  are  lazy  and 
intemperate,  and  who  live  from  hand  to 
mouth  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  there  are 
numbers  who  are  willing  to  work  if  they 
oould  get  anything  to  do.  Such  persons 
should  be  helped  to  make  a  new  depar- 
ture in  life,  and  given  an  opportunity  to 
build  for  themselves  comfortable  homes 
in  a  neir  country,  by  sending  them  to  the 
North-West  or  British  Columbia.  While 
European  laborers  might  be  as  good,  if 
not  better,  than  our  own  people  for  rail- 
way construction,  Canadians,  or  men  who 
Lave  ifcrved  an  apprenticwhip  in  this 
Han.  Mr.  CormoalL 


country,  are  much  better  as  permanent 
settlers,  and  this  has  to  be  looked  at 
With  resfard  to  the  scheme  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Ashciofb  (Mr. 
Cornwall),  anything  that  can  be  done 
in  that  way,  either  from  the  older 
provinces  or  from  Europe,  would  be 
a  benefit  to  the  country.  It  would 
be  a  great  injury  to  our  Province 
if  Chinese  labor  should  take  the  place  of 
white  labor.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
Chinese  do  not  remain  in  the  country, 
and  that  they  send  their  earnings  away. 
In  fact,  they  are  little  better  than  slaves. 
They  are  engaged  in  China  and  consigned 
to  merchants  and  others  in  the  countries 
to*  which  they  oome,  and  they  do  not 
acquire  property  or  become  permanent 
settlers.  If  any  plan  can  be  devised 
whereby  that  class  of  labor  could  be  shut 
out,  it  should  be  adopted.  To  a  certain 
extent,  in  a  new  country  whore  labor  is 
scarce,  the  Chinese  are  useful,  but,  with 
all  that,  they  are  an  undesirable  element 
in  the  population  of  the  country.  I 
trust  that  the  Government  will,  if  they 
can,  find  some  remedy  for  the  evil. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— In 
reply  to  the  question  which  has  been  put 
by  my  hon.  friend  from  British  Columbia 
(Mr.  Cornwall),  I  beg  to  say  that  no 
steps  have  been  taken  in  connection  with 
this  subject.  It  has  not  been  brought 
before  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  in  any 
way,  neither  by  the  contractor  nor  by 
any  other  parties,  and,  therefore,  nothing 
has  been  done  as  regards  that  part  of  the 
question  which  refers  to  the  intention  of 
the  Government  in  the  future.  I  can 
only  state  that  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture is  disposed  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  any  steps  which  can  reason- 
ably be  taken  towards  encouraging  a 
good  class  of  European  immigi^tion  into 
Briash  Columbia  in  connection  with  the 
construction  of  the  Pacific  Railway;  but 
what  steps  may  bo  taken,  or  how  far 
assistance  may  be  given,  if  any,  or  on  what 
terms,  are  all  points  which  nK^uire  to  be 
closely  considered, and  which  have  not  yet 
occupied  his  attention.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, give  any  definite  reply  as  to  these 
details  ;  but,  in  general  phrase,  I  may 
say  that  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  is 
disposed  to  consider  what  aid  can  fairly 
and  reasonably  bo  given  to  intending 
immigrants  to  British  Columbia  in  con- 
nection with  the  Pacific  Bailway  works 
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there,  without  imposiag  additional 
burdens  upon  the  country.  The  same 
remarks  may  possibly  apply  to  any  re- 
<lundant  labor  which  seeks  employment 
in  this  part  of  the  Dominion.  I  shall 
bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture  the  remarks  which  hare 
fallen  from  the  hon.  ger^^leman  from 
British  Columbia,  and  possibly  they  may 
assist  to  lead  him  to  some  more  definite 
conclusion  on  the  point  than  I  am  now 
able  to  announce  to  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— I  may 
add  that  the  contractor  himself  is  very 
willing  to  enter  into  seme  such  arrange- 
ment as  I  suggested,  if  it  is  possible  to  do 
so. 

H<m.  Mr.  ALEXANDER -This  lo- 
tion of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Kamloops 
(Mr.  Cornwall)  touches,  indirectly,  a 
problem  which,  perhaps,  will  not  be 
fuimd  to  be  one  of  easy  solution.  It 
afibrds  to  this  Chamber,  however,  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  how  we  can  com- 
mence throwing  population  into  that 
part  of  the  Dominion.  We  are  about 
entering  upcm  a  very  lai-ge  expenditure, 
for  the  consti-uction  of  a  railway  running 
eastward  from  the  Pacific  coast.  We 
shall  thereby  be  swelling  the  proportions 
of  the  public  debt,  and  it  is  all  important 
that  we  should,  at  this  moment,  discuss 
how  we  can  go  on  with  the  great  work 
of  development  of  that  region  without 
increasing  the  burdeus  of  the  older 
provinces.  I  am  sure  that  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture  and  Immigration  (Mr. 
Pope),  who  labors  with  so  much  assiduity 
and  practical  talent  to  promote  all  the 
intei^ests  of  his  Department,  will  look 
with  interest  to  the  utterances  of  the 
Senate  upon  this  difficult  subject  If 
we  had,  in  our  Pacific  province,  sach  a 
State,  in  regard  to  climate  and  soil,  as 
that  of  California,  no  extraneous  effort 
wonld  be  necessary  to  push  on  the  great 
work  of  settlement.  Brituth  Columbia 
has  also  its  resources,  but  they  are  of  a 
character  to  require  the  fostering  and 
helping  hand  of  the  central  Govern- 
ment. They  are  of  a  character  to  be 
developed  gradually,  and,  while  we  can- 
not expect  that  the  progress  and  advance 
of  that  part  of  the  Dominion  will  be  so 
rapid,  from  its  extreme  distance  from  the 
markets  of  the  world, — ^from  its  conse- 
qnent  isolation, — shut  out,  as  they  are 
from  the  United  States,  by  an  extreme 
Hon,  Sir  Alex.  Campbell, 


protective  policy — notwithstanding  all 
this,  British  Columbia  must  eventually 
become  a  great  power  in  the  Dominion; 
Yancouvers  Island  has  the  latitude  and 
climate  of  Britain,  with  coal  and  iron 
in  close  proximity ;  and,  as  regards 
the  mainland,  who  can  behold 
its  timber  and  fish,  its  mineral  wealth, 
including  the  precious  metals,  without 
forecasting  a  great  future  for  that  western 
territory,  and  believing  that  the  next 
generation  may  see  a  trade  of  increasing 
proportions  with  Japan,  China,  Austra- 
lia and  the  South  American  continent. 
The  question  we  have  at  present  to 
discuss  is  whether  the  Government 
of  the  Dominion  can  advantageously 
promote,  this  season,  a  pioneer  emi- 
gration to  British  Columbia  for  a  two- 
fold object, — firstly,  to  secure  labor  for 
the  construction  of  the  projected  railway, 
and,  secondly,  to  select  that  labor  with  a 
view  to  ultimate  settlement  in  that  Pro- 
vince. I  do  not  entertain  a  single  doubt 
that  some  practical  scheme  may  be  de- 
vised which  will  not  only  not  throw  any 
expense  upon  the  Dominion,  but  success- 
fully further  the  desirable  object  of 
throwing  in  thei*e  an  industrious,  hardy 
and  valuable  population.  This  should  be 
a  joint  interest  or  contract  of  the  railway 
contractors  and  the  Government.  I 
do  not  say  that  Chinese  labor  should  not 
be  used,  but  we  all  know  that  they  come  / 
to  this  continent  with  one  uniform  object 
of  saving  money  to  return  to  their  own 
land  and  never  become  permanent 
settlers,  and  surely  it  is  our  interest  and 
policy  that  all  the  labor  employed 
should  be  with  a  view  to  ultimate  settle- 
mentjffor  of  what  utility  is  the  railway,if 
population  does  not  exist  there  to  use  it ; 
and  we  should  find  ourselves  in  the 
serious  position  of  operating  a  number 
of  Government  railways  with  large 
annual  deficits,  crushing  our  people  with 
burdensome  taxation  and  destroying  the 
public  credit.  Some  such  scheme  as  the 
following  could  be  carried  out  :  A  com- 
missioner or  agent  sliould  be  sent  home 
by  the  contractors,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Government,  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  selecting  the  number  of  men  required, 
say  two  thousand  sober,  young  and  indus- 
trious men  from  the  rural  districts  of 
England,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  upon  the 
following  conditions  :  One  hundred  acres 
of  land  to  be  guaranteed  to  each  able- 
11 
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bodied  man  or  family.  The  whole  to  be 
transported  on  ships,  direct  from  Glas- 
gow, Liverpool  or  Dablin,  round  Cape 
Horn  to  New  Westminster  ;  the  whole 
expense  of  transport  to  be  recouped  by 
the  men  out  of  their  first  year's  wages. 
The  expense  of  transport  would  be  about 
XI 8  per  head,  which  they  could  easily 
recoup  during  the  first  year,  receiving  as 
they  would,  upwardsof  $30  a  month  wages 
and  found.  It  is  surely  self-evident  that 
this  scheme  of  colonization  could  be 
carried  out  by  the  contractors  and  the 
^  Government  conjointly  without  entailing 
one  dollar's  expense  upon  the  Dominion. 
We  should  not  only  thus  get  the  railroad 
properly  constructed,  but  we  should  be 
Eocuring  a  healthy  consuming  population 
for  that  territory,  contributing  indirect^ 
to  the  revenue  of  the  Dominion.  I  have 
little  more  to  add,  further  than  to  express 
that  this  House  and  the  ^untry  are 
deeply  indebted  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Ashcroft  (Mr.  Cornwall)  and  the 
other  senators  from  British  Columbia, 
for  bringing  this  matter  before  Parlia- 
ment. Having  now  established  upon  a 
Fo4d  basis  the  permanent  prosperity  of 
those  Atlantic  Provinces,  we  are  in  a 
poHition  to  devote  more  of  our  attention 
to  oar  North  West  Territory  and  British 
Columbia.  We  are  making  no  sacrifice 
in  doing  so,  for  the  more  population  we 
^  can  throw;  into  them,  the  greater  will  be 
our  aggi'egate  revenue,  and  the  sooner 
will  our  deficits  cease  to  exist.  We  have 
a  bright  future  for  the  Dominion  if  ihe 
Government  is  administered  with  a 
simple  regard  to  the  well  being  of  the 
whole  and  if  the  great  work  of  pro- 
gress and  development  is  carried  on 
with  prudence,  ability  and  care. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN  (Londonderry) 
—I  quite  agree  with,  what  has  been  so 
ably  said  by  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Woodstock  as  to  the  importance  of 
British  Columbia,  and  the  desirability  of 
increasing  the  population  of  that  Province, 
as  well  as  of  the  whole  Dominion  ;  and 
I  also  believe,  with  liim,  that  the  intro- 
duction of  immigrants  into  the  Pacific 
Province  must  be  on  a  joint  contract 
between  the  Dominion  Government  and 
the  railway  contractors.  But  I  think 
that  oontract  has  already  been  made.  A 
contract  has  been  entered  into  for  the 
construction  of  125  miles  of  railway  in 
British  Columbia  at  very  high  figures, 
Hon.  Mr,  Alexander. 


and  every  tender  made  for  that  work  waa? 
based  on  the  scarcity  of  laborers,  and  the 
increased  cost  that  would  be  incurred  in 
importing  laborers  to  carry  on  the  work. 
The  consequence  was,  all  the  tenders  were 
very  much  higher  than  they  would  have 
been  for  similar  works  in  the  older  pro- 
vinces of  the  Dominion.  Therefore,  the 
Government,  in  paying  the  enhanced 
price  for  that  contract,  are  actually  pay- 
ing for  the  importation  of  the  labor  that 
will  be  necessary  for  the  proeecution  of 
the  work.  That  Is  theae^ual  position  in 
which  this  matter  stands,  and  it  is  there- 
fore the  duty  of  the  contractor,  it  i» 
his  interest,  and  he  is  bound  to- 
import  sufficient  labor  to  execute 
the  work  within  a  given  time.  The  Do- 
minion is  thus  assisting  immigration  in 
the  enhanced  price  to  be  paid  for  the 
work.  The  only  proper  way  we  can 
expend  public  money  in  promoting  immi- 
gration is  in  the  construction  of  railways, 
through  territory  that  is  suitable  for 
coloiiization  so  as  to  make  it  easily  acces- 
bible  and  profitable  to  occupy.  We  have 
s))ent  a  great  deal  of  money  during  the 
last  eight  years  for  immigration  purposes. 
On  looking  over  the  returns,  I  find  that 
the  amount  expended  in  that  way  has 
been  about  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  three-fourths  of  the 
immigrants  brought  to  this  country  by 
that  expenditure  have  passed  over  to  the 
United  States,  and  helped  to  swell  the 
stream  that  has  been  pouring  into  the 
western  states,  ^hich  were  made 
attractive  and  accessible  by  thousands  of 
miles  of  railway  running  in  all  directions 
over  the  rich  prairies.  We  have  had 
our  great  North- West,  with  its  vast  un- 
equalled prairies  for  ten  years,  and  nearly 
the  whole  advantages  of  this  trea.sure 
have  been  for  that  peiiod  lost,  because 
we  did  not  at  once  provide  rapid  con- 
nection with  that  land,  and  lay  down 
cheap  railways  over  the  fertile  stretches. 
The  Government  policy  has  hitherto 
looked  solely  to  a  great  highwa}  to  the 
Pacific  on  the  shortest  line.  Everything 
was  sacrificed  to  that  idea,  and  enormous 
sums  were  expended  which,  under  a  diffe- 
rent policy,  might  have  been  avoided.  A 
happy  change  has,  however,  been  made  ; 
we  have  now  all  rail  comiection  with  that 
tenitory ;  the  direction  of  the  road 
has  been  changed,  so  as  to  open  up 
for  settlement  our  own  fertile  prairies  ; 
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we  are  now  fairlj  entered  upon  a  new 
era ;  we  have  taken  a  new  departure  and 
can  now  offer  to  our  own  peeple  who 
wish  to  go  west,  as  well  as  to  the  people 
of  older  countries,  the  same  inducements 
which  drew  so  niany  to  the  western 
states.  It  is  painful  to  look  at  the 
Census  retams  of  the  United  States  and 
see  what  a  vast  number  of  Canadians 
have  settled  there,  chiefly  in  the  prairie 
states.  The  Census  of  1870,  ten  years 
ago,  shews  the  number  of  Canadian-bom 
persons  there  as  492,772,  and  the  children 
bom  of  Canadian  parents  as  963,744, 
making  at  that  time  a  total  of  1,4.56,516 
as  Canadian-born  and  their  offspring. 
Add  to  these  the  natural  increase  of  ten 
years,  and  we  have  1,865,725,  nearly 
two  millions  of  a  population  which  we 
have  lost  of  our  own  people,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  emigrants  from  other 
lands,  who  have  been  drawn  away  from 
us  by  the  greater  inducements  of  those 
western  states,  in  their  prairies  accessi- 
ble by  railways.  In  view  of  these  facts, 
it  was  high  time  that  we  adopted  such 
measures  as  will  tend  to  keep  within  our 
own  territory  the  people  born  on  Cana- 
dian soil,  and,  at  the  same  time,  attract 
to  us  the  emigrants  of  other  lands.  We 
have  spent  too  much  money  and  time  in 
bringing  people  to  our  shores  who  will 
not  remain.  The  changed  policy  of  the 
Government  wUl,  I  am  sure,  lead  to  very 
different  results.  We  have  railway  con- 
nection with  the  great  North- West,  and, 
we  have  a  hundred  miles  of  railway  over 
those  fertile  plains  under  contract,  and 
under  the  changed  policy,  other  hundreds 
are  to  be  added,  which  will  form  an 
irresistible  attraction  to  those  who  are 
seeking  new  locations  for  their  labor. 
The  history  of  the  western  states  shews 
conclusively  that  prairie  ]ands  are  only 
valuable  and  sought  for  as  they  are 
easily  accessible,  and  the  population  of 
those  states  has  only  followed  the  oon- 
straction  of  railways.  The  State  of 
Illinois  had,  in  1820,  only  55,000,  but 
it  has  since  been  opened  up  by  railways, 
(more  than  7,000  miles  in  all)  and  the 
population  is  now  over  3,000,000. 
Minnesota  was  admitted  to  the  Union  in 
1858 ;  in  1860  the  population  was 
173,856.  In  lrt64,  it  had  only  154 
miles  of  railway,  now  it  has  over  2,000 
miles ;  in  1870,  the  population  was 
439,706 ;  in  1875  it  had  risen  to  659,559, 
Hon*  Mr.  MoLdan. 


and  new  it  must  be  nearly  a  million.  In 
every  western  state  the  same  results 
ai'e  found.  A  network  of  railways 
has  been  laid  over  their  prairie 
lands,  a  population  has  been  drawn 
from  nearly  the  whole  world,  and 
Canada  has  lost  largely.  We  have^ 
changed  our  policy,  fortunately  \  we  have 
reached  our  territory,  and  are  making  our 
rich  lands  available  by  railways  over 
them,  and  we  may  certainly  count  on  the 
same  happy  results.  We  have  spent> 
money  enough  abroad  on  immigration ;  let 
us  now  employ  all  our  means  in  develop- 
ing  the  better  parts  of  our  own  territory, 
that  we  may  retain  our  own  people  and 
have  an  attraction  that  will  draw  others 
to  the  Dominion. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— It  may  be  yev^ 
true,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  tells  us,  that- 
the  contractor  took  into  account  the  extm 
expense  of  getting  laborers  in  estimating 
for  his  contract,  but  the  object  of  the 
hon.  member  who  has  brought  this 
question  before  the  House  is  to  select 
laborers  of  such  a  character  as  will  promote 
the  interests  of  the  Province  after  the  rail- 
way is  complete.  The  contractor  is  not 
bound  ct  present  to  go  to  Europe  ;  he  is 
not  bound  to  go  out  of  the  Province  for 
labor,  and  the  presumption  is  that  if  he 
receives  no  asssistance,  such  as  has  been 
suggested  to  the  Government,  he  will 
employ  the  Chinese  labor  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  there  will  be  an  additional 
influx  of  that  element  into  British  Col- 
umbia so  long  as  that  work  goes  on.  Now, 
is  this  desirable?  I  know  that  this 
influx  of  Chinese  population  along  the 
Pacific  coast  is  going  to  be  attended 
with  serious  consequences,  and  it  is  a 
problem  which  the  Government  must 
solve  at  no  distant  day.  If,  then,  the 
contractor  bo  leit  to  himself,  and  receive 
no  assistance  from  the  Government  of 
the  Dominion  in  bringing  in  such  labor 
as  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  asked  the 
question  contemplates,  the  lesult  will  be 
that  the  Indians  and  Chinese  will  form 
the  greater  portion  of  the  population,  and 
the  whites — the  ruling  element — ^the 
smaller.  We  ought  to  take  into  account 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Pacific 
coast,  and,  if  it  can  be  done  without  cost- 
ing the  Dominion  amy  outlay  but  what 
will  be  refunded,  we  should  endeavor  to 
induce  a  different  class  of  laborers  into 
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the  country  fi-om  that  the  contractor  is 
likely  to  do  if  left  to  himself. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— T  an  very 
glad  to  see  that  this  question  has  come 
up  for  discussion.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  interests  of  the  Pacific  Jlailway 
were  not  to  be  subordinate  to  any  looal 
or  sectional  feelings,  but  the  project  w«g 
inaugurated  with  the  view  to  develop 
and  consolidate  the  political  unity  of 
the  whole  Dominion,  and  for  the  promo- 
tion of  imperial  and  national  interests. 
It  was  also  considered,  at  the  inception  of 
this  great  woik,  that  the  increased  im- 
migration and  sale  of  the  lands  oi  the 
Dominion  contiguous  to  the  line  of  rail- 
way would  go  far  towards  building  the 
road  without  imposing  very  heavy 
burdens  on  the  people.  I  think  that  in 
all  our  actions  with  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Pacific  Railway  we 
shoul :  endeavor,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
keep  t  lis  in  mind  in  legislating  upon  it. 
With  regard  to  the  character  of 
the  labor  to  be  employed  in  the 
building  of  the  Pacific  Railway  my  views 
do  not  harmonize  with  those  of  my  hon. 
friends  from  British  Columbia.  I  agree 
with  my  hon.  friend  from  Londonderry, 
(Mr.  McLelan),  that  the  Government 
ought  not  to  subsidize  emigration,  and 
that  labor  will  be  found  ready  whenever 
there  is  permanent  and  continuous 
employment  We  are  giving  a  large 
amount  of  money  for  contracts  in  that 
country,  in  view  of  the  paucity  of  laborers 
and  the  expense  of  iaiporting  labor  from 
other  countries,  therefore,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  wise,  or  in  the  interests  of 
the  Dominion,  from  any  point  of  view,  to 
subsidize  immigration  for  that  purpose, 
as  the  men  that  would  be  brought  by 
that  means  would  not  be  a  desirable  class 
of  settlers.  The  class  we  want  are  men 
who  have  sufiicient  means  and  ambition 
to  make  homes  for  themselves  in  this 
country.  But  if  you  get  pauper  labor 
into  British  Columbia  at  an  expense  of 
at  least  $100  a  head,  the  probable  result 
will  be,  as  we  could  not  keep  them  con- 
tinually employed,  that  they  would  drift 
into  the  United  States  after  the  rail  way  was 
completed.  Even  after  getting  them  here 
it  might  be  found  very  difficult  to  get 
them  to  work  or  to  collect  the  amount  of 
their  passage  money  out  of  their  wages. 
The  expenditure  of  so  many  millions  of 
dollars  in  British  Columbia  alone  should, 
Han.  Mr.  Work. 


I  think,  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to 
men  to  come  into  the  country  without 
supplementing  it  in  the  manner  proposed. 
I  believe  the  expenditures  on  our  public 
works  will  induce  those  Canadians,  that  the 
public  works  in  the  United  States  took 
away  from  us,  to  return  to  their  own 
country.     We  should  first  endeavor  to 
retain  our  own  people,  and  next  to  draw 
back  those  who  have  left  us,  before  seek- 
ing for  pauper  immigration.    With  regard 
to   the  objection  raised  by  our  friends 
from  British  Columbia,  to  the  Chinese, 
I  most  say  that  I  think  that  that  race 
has  been    very  hardly    dealt  with.     I 
believe  all  my  hon.   friends  here  from 
British  Columbia  find  that  class  of  labor 
very  convenient,  very  willing,  very  inex- 
pensive,  and  very  much   to  their  own 
benefit  as  domesric  servants.     It  is  very 
strange,  when  they   are  useful  in  that 
capacity,  that  they  should  be  considered 
unfit  for  any  other  labor,  and  when  the 
public  interest  is    concerned,   a    much 
higher  class  of  laborers  should  be  thought 
necessary.     The  Chinese  are  complained 
of  by  our  friends  fi-om  British  Columbia 
as  being  an  undesirable  class  of  settlers, 
even  on  moral  grounds,  and  yet,  strange 
to  say,  they  are  considered  good  domestic 
servants,  but  I  think  if  we  can  get  cheap 
labor  into  the  country  while  we  are  build- 
ing our  railway,  and  they  leave,  as  it 
has  been  contended  they  will^  after  the 
work  is  done,  then  there  can  be  no  harm 
in  their  coming    here.     The  Sandwich 
and  adjacent  i^nds  are  largely  settled 
with  this  race  of  people,  the  children  of 
the   sun,    and    it  is  well   known    that 
they  are  not  of  a  lower  grade  of  humanity 
than    the  other    inhabitants    of    those 
islands.     When  we  reflect  upon  the  fact 
that  the  Mongolians,  influenced  by  their 
prejudices  and  exclufdveness,  sought  for 
years  to  exclude  other  nations  from  their 
country  and  from  communicating  with 
them,  and  that  ingress  into  China  was 
only  obtained   after  much   importunity 
and  after  a  long  struggle,  it  seems  unfair 
that  we  should  endeavor  •  to  refuse  them 
egress  through  the  wall  of  exolusiveness 
which  we  ourselves  have  broken  down. 
These  '^  inhabitants  of  the  sun,"  who  look 
upon  us  as  barbarians,  are  hardly  receiv- 
ing fair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  Euro- 
peans.    We  trade  with  them,  and  have 
made  money  out  of  them  ;  we  have  gone 
in  and  opened  up  their  gates  for  ^reas,  as 
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it  were,  to  let  them  out  into  the  world  \  yet, 
when  the  pig-tailed  current  comes,  al- 
though they  are  willing  workers,  and 
although  we  require  cheap  labor  for  the 
conBtruction  of  our  Pacific  Railway, 
we  look  upon  them  with  abhor- 
rence, and  efforts  are  made  to 
exclude  them  from  our  country.  I 
think  we  should  look  upon  this  question 
from  a  humanitarian  point  of  view,  and 
when  we  find  the  Chinese  are  willing 
to  come  amongst  us  and  to  submit  them- 
selves to  the  rules  and  regulations  that 
govern  society,  they  should  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  other  citizens. 
They  are  the  best  available  laborers 
we  have  at  present  for  constructing 
our  public  works  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
and  I  do  not  think  that,  by  subsidizing 
European  immigrants  for  employment  on 
the  railway  in  British  Columbia,  we 
would  get  a  more  desirable  class  of  people. 
Therefore,  I  consider  it  would  be  better 
to  allow  the  matter  now  under  discussion 
to  rest  for  another  year ;  at  all  events, 
until  experience  shews  whether  the  con- 
tractors will  find  it  necessary  to  import 
labor  for  the  prosecution  of  their  con- 
tracts, or  whether  it  will,  as  I  believe  it 
will,  flew  in  of  its  own  accord. 

Hon.  Mr.  NELSON— Being  a  new 
member  of  the  House,  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  take  a  part  in  this  debate, 
but  the  question  is  one  which  so  closely 
affects  that  part  of  the  country  to  which 
I  belong  that  I  think  it  but  right  I 
should  say  something  on  the  subject.  I 
entirely  agree  with  what  my  hon.  col- 
league from  British  Columbia  has  said, 
and  I  think  that  certain  hon.  gentlemen 
in  this  House  have  misapprehended  his 
intention.  It  was  not,  as  I  understand 
it,  to  ask  (Government  to  grant  a  subsidy 
in  any  way,  but  simply  to  make  certain 
advances  which  should  be  repaid  by  the 
laborers  brought  into  the  country.  This 
is  not  a  question  of  cheap  labor  at  all,  it  is 
a  question  of  the  character  of  the  labor  to 
be  employed.  It  is  a  question  whether 
we  are  to  employ  white  laborers,  who  are 
likely,  after  the  work  is  through,  te  be- 
come residents  of  the  country,  and  thus 
benefit,  not  only  British  Columbia,  but 
the  whole  of  the  Dominion  at  large.  That 
description  of  labor  is  the  kind  which  I 
think  my  hon.  friend  has  asked  for,  and 
which  we  want.  It  seems  but  natural 
that  unless  a  contractor  finds  white 
non.  Mr,  Kaulhach, 


labor  more  valuable  than  Chinese  labor, 
he  will  not  pay  more  for  it.     One  hon. 
geMtleman  said  that  the  country  is  pay- 
ing a  large  amount  for  the  construction 
of  that  section  of  the  railway  in  conse- 
quence of  the    diificuUy    of    obtaining 
labor.      That      has      nothing      to     do 
with       the       matter      at      all.       The 
Chinese,   as   has   been  explained,  come 
into  the  country,  remain  in  it  for  a  short 
time,  bringing  with  them,  to  a  certain 
extent,  pestilence,  and  are  an  undesirable 
class  of  people  altogether.     They  make 
very  good  servants  when  you  cannot  get 
better.     We   have  to   en^ploy  them   in 
British  Columbia  as  household  servants 
simply   because    we    have    not    enough 
white  people  calculated  to  furnish  that 
description   of    labor   in   our   Province. 
The   Chinese,   after    making    a   certain 
amount  of   money,   leave   the  country, 
and  I,  for  one,  am  very  glad  that  they 
do.     I  think  that  the  great  danger  to  be 
apprehended   in   future,   wlien   we   con- 
sider the  fact  that  there  avf;  four  or  five 
hundred   millions   of    peo|>le   in   China, 
and  that   hordes    of    these    people  are 
coming  to  this  continent,  is  that  they 
will   not  return  to   their    native   land. 
I  feel  very  strongly  upen  this  subject,  and 
I  feel  also  that  the  importance  of  British 
Columbia  has  not  yet  been  understood 
by   either  the  Parliament  or  people  of 
this  country.      The  riches  of  that  pro- 
vince  have  not   been  dreamed  of,  even 
by  the  people  who  are   resident   t])ere. 
One  hon.  gentleman  spoke  of  the  u^ow 
progress  of  British  Columbia,  but  since 
our  union  with  Canada  there  has  been 
considerable  advance.      The    first    year 
after  we  came  into  the  union,  the  customs 
revenue  of  the  Province  was  $247,000, 
to-day   it     is    more  than    double    that 
amount.     I  find  that  in  the  short  period 
of  eight  years,  that  country  which   has 
been  sneered  at  by  the  people  of  Canada 
generally,  and  especially  by  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons,  has  inore 
than  doubled  the  amount  .of  its  contribu- 
tions to  the  revenue  of  the  Dominion,  and 
I  contend  that  its  progress  has  not  been 
slow  and  that  when  it  has  once  been  opened 
up  to  settlement,  and  means  of  commu- 
nication have  been   obtained    with   the 
fertile  lands  east  of  the  Cascade  range,  it 
will  develop  very  fast.     I  am  satisfied 
that,  before  another  period  of  eight  years 
has   passed  over,  British  Columbia  will 
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shew  that  all  this  expenditure  for  rail- 
way purposes  will  be  warranted  by  the 
great  progress  that  it  will  have  made. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE— I  am 
sure  that  we  should  all  thoroughly  sym- 
pathise with  our  friends  from  British 
Columbia  in  their  dislike  to  the  Chi- 
nese race.  .They  certainly  should  be, 
and  are,  much  better  able  to  judge 
of  that  description  of  population  than 
we  in  the  eastern  provinces,  who  have 
never  mingled  with  it.  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  from  what  is  taking  place  in 
San  Francisco,  that  there  is  intense  hos- 
tility to  the  Chinese  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
So  strong  has  that  hostility  become  that 
they  are  now  seeking  shelter  in  New 
York,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  will 
all  be  driven  out  of  California.  If  any- 
tliing  can  reasonably  be  done  to  prevent 
the  immigration  of  the  Chinese  into 
British  Columbia,  it  should  be  done  ;  but 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  our  friends  in 
that  Province  need  not  be  afraid  of  a  want 
of  jx)pulation  to  construct  their  public 
works.  Whenever  it  is  known  that  there 
is  employment  for  labor  in  any  place, 
laborers  will  flock  there.  My  hon.  friend 
from  Londonderry  (Mr.  McLelan)  has 
described  the  exodus  of  our  people  to  the 
United  States.  What  took  them  thei'e  1 
Was  it  not  to  better  tlieir  circumstances, 
and  to  find  employment  that  they  could 
not  procure  at  home  ?  When  gold 
was  discovered  in  California,  people 
fiwarmed  there  to  work  in  the  mines, 
and  cities  were  built  up  which 
were  afterwards  abandoned  when  the 
mines  became  exhausted.  As  soon  as  it 
is  known  that  we  are  constructing  public 
works  in  British  Columbia  and  that 
constant  employment  can  be  found  there, 
the  contractor  will  experience  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  laborers.  We  will 
attract  population  from  the  United 
States  just  as  that  country  ha-<t  drawn 
population  from  us.  It  would  be  very 
expensive  to  convey  laborers  by  sailing 
vessels  from  England  to  British  Columbia, 
and  it  is  not  likely  to  be  an  attractive 
course  of  emigration  to  the  people  of  the 
mother  land.  We  are  in  hopes  that  large 
numbers  will  come  from  Ireland  to  make 
homes  for  themselves  in  this  country,  but 
they  never  would  care  to  undertake  the 
long  and  tedious  voyage  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Ashcroft.  They  will 
settle,  we  hope,  in  our  fertile  North- 
Ilan,  Mr,  Nelson, 


West.  The  contractor  for  the  building 
of  the  railroad  in  British  Columbia  need 
not  expect  to  get  laborers  from  the 
Mother  Country,  but  he  will  get  the  very 
class  he  wants  from  the  neighboring 
States,  and  if  our  Pacific  Province  is  at 
all  like  what  it  is  described  tb  be,  they 
will  settle  there  and  be  a  benefit  to  the 
Dominion  at  large  and  that  portion  of  it 
in  particular.  In  that  way  they  will  be 
enabled  to  keep  clear  of  the  dreaded 
Chinese  labor.  While  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  who 
has  taken  such  praiseworthy  steps 
to  attract  immigration  into  this  country, 
will  be  disposed  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  aid  the  contractors  in  the  construction 
of  the  railway  in  British  Columbia,  it 
would  not  be  wise  or  necessary  to  spend 
large  sums  to  procure  laborers  from 
England.  My  hon.  friend  from  Ashcroft 
(Mr.  Cornwall)  has  done  very  well  to 
bring  this  matter  before  the  Senate,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  he  is  anxious  to  see 
the  section  of  the  country  with  which  he 
is  so  closely  identified,  settled  by  a  de- 
sii*able  population,  but  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  it  will  flow  into  the  Province 
in  the  manner  that  I  have  indicated, 
from  the  neighborinj?  States. 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR— It  is  not  at  all 
surprising  that  the  hon.  Senators  from 
British  Columbia  should  be  a  unit  upon 
this  question.  In  all  of  our  provinces 
we  have  large  portions  of  the  country 
still  unsettled,  audit  is  desirable  to  draw 
within  their  borders  a  class  of  valuable 
settlers.  The  building  of  the  Pacific 
Railway  presents  an  opportunity  to  hold 
out  more  than  usual  inducements  for  that 
purpose.  But  my  hon.  friends  should 
remember  that,  to  induce  settlers  to  come 
to  any  country  or  province  there  should 
be  local  legislation  and  local  eflort  to 
attrpct  emigrants ;  they  should  not  depend 
solely  upon  the  exertions  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  and  the  funds  of  the 
Dominion.  We  do  not  find  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  offering  any- 
thing in  addition  to  the  inducements 
held  out  by  individuals  and  corporations 
to  attract  emigrants  to  that  country. 
We  should,  in  the  same  way,  rely  upon 
local  effort  and  the  natural  resources  of 
this  country  to  attract  immigration 
and  colonize  our  wild  lands.  If  my 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Cornwall)  intends  that 
the      Dominion      Government      should 
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aiot  incur  any  expense  but  what  the  rail- 
way contractors  would  guarantee  would 
be  recouped  to  the  country,  I  take  it  that 
his  request  is  a  legitimate  and  fair  one, 
but  if  he  ask  that  the  Government  shall 
expend  a  large  amount  of  money  to  bring 
emigrants  to  British  Columbia,  and  run 
the  risk  of  the  emigrants  themselves 
repaying  the  expenses  so  incurred,  ho  is 
asking  more  tlian  should  be  demanded 
from  the  public  treasury. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORN WilLL— What  I 
said  was  this  i  I  proposed,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  contractors  and  the 
laborers  engaged  in  England  should 
undertake,  on  their  part,  to  repay  the 
•Government  the  money  advanced. 

Hon.    Mr.    REESOR— That     would 
leave   the   Government  to  look  to  the 
laborer  for  a  portion  of  the  expenses  to 
be  refnnded  ;  but,  if  the  contractor  him- 
self would  take  the  whole  responsibility, 
and  allow  the  Government  to  retain,  out 
of  the  amount  of  the  contract,  the  money 
advanced  to  bring  out  the  emigrants,  then 
it   would  seem  reasonable   enough.     If 
the   contractor    would     pot   consent  to 
that,  I  do  not    think  the   Government 
should  incur  the  risk.     It  has  already 
been    remarked   that  the  terms  of  the 
contract  are  of  such  a  character  as  to 
indicate  that  a  larger    sum    has    been 
allowed  for  the  work  on  account  of  the 
scarcity    of  labor  in   British  Columbia 
and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  it.     That 
being  the  case,  I  do  not  think  the  €k)v- 
ernment  should  be   asked   to   do   more 
than  they  would  be  guaranteed  repay- 
ment for.     A  good  deal  of  anxiety  has 
been     felt     with     regard    to     the    in- 
flux     of     Chinese      to      the      Pacific 
•coast,  but  it  seems  to  me  that,  if  we  can 
get   labor  for    one-half   what  our  own 
people  are  prepared  to  work  for,  and,  if 
it  is  right   that  private  individuals  in 
British    Columbia    should    avail    them- 
selves of  this  cheap  labor,  1  do  not  see 
why   the    GU>vemraent    should    not,  to 
some  extent,  be  allowed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  it  also  in  the  constr(|ction  of  the 
Pacific  Railway.     If  it  is  right  in  the 
one  case,  it  certainly  should  be  right  in 
the  other.     If   the    people*  of    British 
Columbia  are  anxious  to  have  a  better 
class  of  immigration — a  class  who  would 
make    desirable    settlers — they    should, 
by  legislation  and    by    free    grants  of 
Hon,  Mr.  Eeesor. 


land,    endeavor   to     induce    Europeans 
and       the       surplus      labor      of      the 
older     parts     of     the     Dominion     to 
go  out  there  and  assist  in  building  the 
Pacific  Hail  way,  and,  after  it  is  completed, 
secure  tham  as  settlers  in  the  Province. 
I  think  we  have  been  a  little  reckless  in 
our  legislati  m  during  the  last  ten  years. 
Our  public  debt  has  about  doubled  since 
Confederation,  and  our  annual  payment 
of  interest  has  been  increased  during  the 
same  period  from  five  millions  to  nearly 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  there  is  no 
probability  of  that  increase  being  checked. 
It  is   likely   to  go   on,  and   we  should 
endeavor    to    restrain   the   Government 
rather  than  hold  out  inducements  to  them 
to     incur     larger     expenses     than     are 
absolutely   necessary   to  carry    on    the 
public  works  of  the  country.     We  should 
not,  by  the  expression  of  opinion  in  this 
House  or  elsewhere,  induce  them  to  take 
any   step   that   will   increase  the  public 
debt  or  to  commit   the  country  to   any 
engagement  that  has  not  already  been 
pledged.     My  hon.  friend  from  London- 
derry (Mr.  McLelan)  has  referred  to  the 
large   emigi-ation   from   this   country  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  desirability 
of    doing     something      to     retain     our 
own  people  in  our  own  country.     Has 
our  legislation,  the   last  few  years,  had 
that  tendency  1     I   question  very  much 
if    it  had.      I   think   it   has   had     the 
contrary  effect.     I  know   that  many  of 
the   farmers  of  Ontario  who  are  selling 
out  their  farms  to  go  West  do  not  go  to 
the  North-West,   but  to    the   Western 
States.     The  tendency   of   the   National 
Policy — I  mention  it  not  as  a  mere  po- 
litical matter,  not. as  a  matter   ot  party 
loss  or  party  gain — is  to  operate  unfavor- 
ably  on   the  business    of    the    country 
throughout  a  large  portion  of  the  Domin- 
ion.    The  tendency  of  that  legislation  is 
to  induce  our   sturdy  Canadian   agricul- 
turists to   go  to  the    Western   States. 
There  is  evidence  of  it  in  the  newspaper 
reports  continually  before  us.     We  find 
that,  although   efforts   have   been   made 
and  inducements   have  been  held  out  to 
encourage    manufactures,    these    efforts 
have  been  confined  too  much  to  two  or 
three  branches  of  trade,   while   others 
have  been  allowed  to  languish  and  suffer. 
The  tendency  of  our  legislation  should 
rather  be  to  encourage  the  trade  of  oar 
own  country  and  develop  its  natural  re- 
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souroes,  instead  of  discouraging  our 
people  and  seDding  them  out  of  the 
country  to  enjoj  advanta^i^es  that  they 
are  not  allowed  to  have  at  home. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN— I  did  not 
catch  the  hon.  gentleman's  remarks  as  to 
where  he  said  the  people  were  going  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR— They  are  going, 
many  of  them,  to  the  Western  States, 
instead  of  to  Manitoba  and  our  North- 
West. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLE  LAN— Then  they  are 
going  to  where  they  can  enjoy  more  pro- 
tection than  they  have  here. 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR.— I   wish   to  in- 
form my  hon.  friend  of  this  fact  :  that, 
while  we    have    been    imposing  duties 
upon  the  products  of  the  United  States, 
we  have  been  interfering  with  the  trade 
of  this  country.     One  of  the  most  im- 
portant branches  of  trade  that  has  sprung 
up  in  Canada  within  the  last  few  years  is 
that  of  the  breeding  and  feeding  of  live 
stock — cattle  and  sheep — for  shipment 
to    the    English    market.      It    is  well 
known  that  while   we  had  free    trade 
with  the  United   States  we  could  import 
western  com  duty  free,  and  feed  been 
cattle  as  cheaply  as  our  neighbors  across 
the  line.     Afler  having  fed  it  we  could 
ship  it  as  cheaply  to   England  as  our 
neighbors ;  but   l^  placing  a  duty  of 
corn  we  have  injured  the  stock  raising 
and  one  of  the  most  (if  not  the  most) 
valuable   industries  of  the  country.     I 
know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  in  the 
city  of  Toronto,  where  large  stock  sales 
have  taken  place  during  the  last  three 
or  four  months,  a  large  number  of  store 
cattle  that  should  have  been  fattened  in 
this  country  were  sold  to  farmera  from 
the  State  of  New  Tork  and  taken  across 
the  line  and  fed  there,  because  they  could 
buy  com  cheaper  there  than  we  could  in 
Canada.     They  could  get  western  com 
without  paying  duty  on  It,  and,  after  the 
cattle  are  fattened,  they  can  ship  them 
to  England  with  all  the  advantages  that 
we  have  in  transporting  them  from  here. 
I  am  still  in  hopes  that  the  Government 
may,  in  a  few  years,  see  the  folly  of  that 
kind  of  legislation.     No    matter  what 
may  be  said   with  regard  to   the  manu- 
facturers, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
largest    resources    we    possess    in    this 
country  ai^  in  our  lands,  and  whatever  | 
Hon,  Mr,  Seesor, 


interferes  with  the  development  and 
productions  of  these  lands  retards  the 
prosperity  of  this  country. 

The  subject  was  then  dropped. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Bill  (8)  "  To  amend  the  Act  respect- 
ing Joint  Stock  Companies  to  construct 
works   to    facilitate  the  transmission  of 
timber  down  rivers  and  streams." — Mr^ 
Scott.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  4.45  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  Jfareh  17th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED 

Bill  (22)  '<  Further  to  amend  the  Act 
therein  cited,  incorporating  the  Canada 
Guarantee  Company." — (Mr.  Ferrier.) 

Bill  (23)  "  To  give  certain  powers  to 
the  Con^pagnie  Francaise  du  T^l^rapha 
de  Paris  ^  New  York."— (Mr.  TrudeL) 

Bill  (E)  "To  incorporate  the  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  Railway  and  Bridge  Com- 
pany."—(Mr.  Allan.) 

Bill  (F)  "  For  the  reUef  of  Perma^ 
nent  Building  Societies  and  Loan  Com- 
panies."— (Mr.  Aikins.) 

COMMERCIAL    TRAVELLERS*     ASSOCI- 
ATION BILL. 

^THIRD   BEADING. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU  moved  the  third 
i*eading  of  Bill  (24)  '*  To  incorporate  the 
Dominion  Commercial  Travellers'  Asso- 
ciation." 

The  Bill  was  read  and  passed. 

THE  EASTER  HOLIDAYS. 
MOTION  \0   ADJOURN   AQBBED   TO. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  moved  :— 
<<  That  when  this  House  adjourns  on  Fridajc 

next,  the  1 9th  instantf  it  do  stand  adjoumed 

until  Tuesday  the  30th  instant" 

He  explained    that  out  of    the  eleveu 
days  between   the   19th  and  the  30th, 
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eight  were  holidays  either  by  Statute  or 
otiberwise,  and,  at  the  most,  only  three 
dajTB  could  be  lost  by  the  adjournment. 
It  was  customary  in  England  to  take  a 
recess  of  some  days  at  Easter. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that,  on  inquiry,  he  had  ascertained  from 
the  proi)er  officer  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  it  was  possible  some  private 
bills  would  come  up  from  that  Chamber 
during  the  next  few  days.  It  rested 
with  the  House  to  say  whether  they 
should  adjourn  or  remain  in  session. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAXJLBACH  opposed  the 
adjournment,  unless  the  Grovernment 
would  assume  the  responsibility  of  ask- 
ing for  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  protested 
against  the  adjournment,  and  thought  it 
was  deplorable  that  the  Senate  should  be 
called  upon,  towards  the  close  of  the 
session,  to  take  action  under  pressure 
upon  a  large  number  of  important  mea- 
sures. 

Hon.Mr.DICKEYsaid  that  there  was 
plenty  of  business  now  before  the  House 
and  coming  up  from  the  Commons  to 
oocnpy  its  time  until  the  middle  of  next 
week.  He,  therefore,  moved,  in  amend- 
ment, that  the  House  adjourn  from 
Wednesday  next,  the  24th  instant,  to 
Tuesday,  the  30th  instant,  at  7.30  p.m. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLE  ROSE  said  that 
the  days  included  in  that  period  were 
holidays,  at  any  rate. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL  thought  that 
the  adjournment  proposed  in  the  amend 
ment  was  long  enough  to  allow  most  of 
the  members  to  visit  their  homes. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH  contended  that  the 
public  business  would  not  suffer  by  the 
adjournment,  and  said  that  the  opposi- 
tion to  it  came  from  senators  from  the 
distant  provinces,  who  could  not  spend 
the  holidays  at  their  homes. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOWLAN,  though  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  most  distant 
provinces,  had  no  objection  to  the 
adjournment. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost — 
contents  29,  non-contents  33. 

The  Senate  then  divided  on  the  orig- 
inal motion,  whi«h  was  adopted  on  the 
following  vote  : 

Han,  Mr.  BeUerose, 
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FISHERIES  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
MOTION   FOB  A   RBTURN. 

Hon.  Mr.  NELSON  moved  :-« 
('  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  praying 
that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  House,  copies  of  all  Correspondence 
between  the  Government  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  with  Her  Majesty's  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, connected  with  the  extending  to  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia  that  portion  of 
the  Washington  Treaty  contained  in  clause  31 
of  said  Treaty,  which  provides  that  fish  oil  and 
fish  of  all  kinds  (except  fish  of  inland  lakes 
and  of  rivers  foiling  into  them,  and  except  fis  h 
preserved  in  oil)  being  the  produce  of  the 
Fisheries  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  or  o  f 
Prince  Edward  Island,  or  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  admitted  into  each  country  respec  - 
tively  free  of  duty." 

Ho  said  :  The  question  to  which  this 
motion  refers  is  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance to  British  Columbia,  and  of  no 
mall  interest  to  the  Dominion  at  large. 
The   position   which   British    Columbia 
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oocupies,  as  com  paired  witli  that  of  all  tlie 
other  provinces  in  the  Confederation,  in 
regard  to  the  Washington  Treaty,  is  an 
anomalous  one.  Itis  a  position  which  wein 
British  Columbia  are  beginning  to  feel 
very  seriously  indeed.  Foi  some  time  after 
the  ratification  of  the  Washington  Treaty, 
the  admission  of  the  fish  and  fish  oils  of 
British  Columbia  into  the  United  States 
markets  was  of  very  little  importance  to 
us,  because  it  is  only  of  late  that  the 
fisheries  of    that   Province    have    been 
developed  to  any  great  extent.     1  refer 
more  particularly  to  the  salmon  fisheries 
and  the  trade  in  canned  fish.     During 
the  past  three  or  four  years,  that  business 
has  developed  from  almost  nothing  at  all, 
until  it  has  become  very  large  and  im- 
portant.    In  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th 
■June,  1879,  the  exports  of  fish  and  fish 
oils    from    British     Columbia     reachei 
$633,493,   and  this    represents  a  very 
small  amount  indeed  to  what  we  may 
fairly    expect    it     will     reach    in    the 
near       future.         Until       last       year, 
the     great     market     for     the    salmon 
canned  on  the  Pacific  coast,  both  on  the 
Columbia  river  and  in  British  Columbia, 
was  London  ;  but,  in  the  season  that  has 
just  passed,  the  prices  that  ruled  in  that 
market  ceased  to  be  profitable,   and  the 
exports  of  canned  salmon  from   British 
Columbia  shewed  a  very  decided  falling 
off  in  consequence.    While  this  depression 
prevsdlsd  in  London,  resulting  from  the 
general  dullness  of  trade  in  Great  Britain, 
a  demand  for  canned  salmon  sprung  up 
throughout     the     United     States,    and 
especially  in  San  Francisco,  where  large 
quantities  of  fish  were  bought  at  a  consider- 
■able  advance  on  the  prices  of  the  London 
-market  and  sent  to  the  eastern  towns,  and 
a  good  deal  of  it,  I  believe,  found  its  way  in- 
to Cana^al  Not  having  the  advantages  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Washington  Treaty, 
we  in  British  Columbia  could  not  avail 
ourselves  of  the  opportunity  to  supply 
a  market  so  convenient  to  us,  and  from 
^hich  a  profitable    return   could   have 
been  derived ;  and  as  a  consequence,  the 
<»nneries  in  British   Columbia  were  not 
carried  on  to  the  same  extent  as  in  the 
preceding  year.      In  fact  they  have  only 
been  worked  for  the  purpose  of  using  up 
the  cans  and  other  material  they  had  on 
hand  at  the  time,  and  not  with  a  view  of 
a  profitable  return.     Now,  this  trade  in 
i$an  Francisco  is  entirely  new ;  it  has 
Son.  Mr,  N'dson, 


sprung  into  existence  almost  wholly  with- 
in the  past  year,  prior  to  which,  the  ship- 
ments of  salmon  to   the  eastern  states 
were  very  small  indeed.     It  is  altogether 
likely  that  the  trade  will  increase  in  the 
future  enormously.      It  is  only  in   its 
infancy  at  present,  and  may  be  expected 
to  assume  just  as  large  proportions  as  the 
trade  in   canned    lobsters    and    fish   in 
our    eastern     provinces,    and    possibly 
very      much      lai^ger.       The      canning 
business      has     grown      very      i-apidly 
on  the  Columbia  River.     Eight  or  ten 
years  ago  there  was  no  such  trade  there 
at  all,  whilst  now  the  exports  from  the 
Columbia  River  alone  reach  the  value  of 
from   four  to   five   millions   of    dollars 
annually.     Although  the  Fraser  River  is 
not  so  large,  and  is  incapable  of  producing 
such  an  amount  of  fish  as  the  Columbia 
River,  the  production  of  salmoti  there  can 
be  developed  enormously,  and  there  are 
a  number  of  other  rivers  in  the  Province 
where  the  fisheries  are  almost  as  good  as 
on  the  Fraser ;  but  we  can  never  expect 
that  trade  to  assume  very  great  propor- 
tions when  we  are  shut  out  from  the 
American     market.       In     this    respect 
British      Columbia      has     not     exactly 
been    fairly   treated.      We    have    been 
absolutely  ,  forgotten    in     this    treaty. 
Biitish  Columbia  might  and  should  have 
been  relieved  from  her  false  position,  in 
regard  to   this   Treaty,  in  dealing  with 
the  Fishery  Award,  but  her  claims  have 
been  either  carelessly  forgotten  or  wan- 
tonly neglected.     There  is  another  ques- 
I  tion   to   which  I  wish  to  allude,  though, 
not  being  a  lawyer,  I  do  not  express  a 
positive   opinion  on  it.     I  refer  to  the 
fact  that   Clause  21  of    the  Washington 
Treaty  only  provides  that  fish  caught  in 
the   United   ^tes  are  to  be  admitted 
into   this   country   free  of  duty.     Now, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  this  does  not  include 
the  fish  caught  in  the  territories  belong- 
ing  to   the   United   States.      Columbia 
River,  on  which  the  salmon  canneries  are 
situated,   flows    between    the   State    of 
Oregon   and  Washington  territory,  and 
I  take  it,  from  the  reading  of  this  clause, 
that  fish  caught  and  canned  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  which  is  in  Washington 
territory,   should    not  be  admitted  free 
of  duty   into    the    Dominion.      Never- 
theless,   I    know    that     it    does    come 
into  Canada   on   the    same    terms    as 
fish  caus;ht  in  the   United  States.     A 
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great  proportion  of  the  people  here 
believe  that,  in  receiving  Cohimbia  River 
salmon,  they  are  getting  salmon  caught 
in  British  Columbia  watera.  I  met  a 
gentleman  from  Hamilton  who  told  me 
that  he  had  been  getting  from  salmon 
British  Columbia,  and  that  it  was  much 
superior  to  the  salmon  that  came  from  the 
St.  Lawrence,  I  told  him  that  the  salmon 
he  spoke  of  must  be  from  Columbia  River, 
as  not  a  single  case  of  our  fish  had  come 
across  the  continent  yet  The  position 
of  British  Columbia  under  the  Washing 
ton  Treaty  is  a  very  bad  one.  The  ish 
caught  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United 
States  are  admitted  free  into  this 
country,  but  our  fish  caught  on  the 
Pacific  coast  are  not  admitted  on  the 
same  terms  into  the  United  States.  1 
should  be  very  glad  to  know  that  some 
attempt  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Dominion  Crovemment  to  have  this 
grievance  redressed,  but  I  have  never 
learned  that  any  such  action  has  been 
taken.  Not  only  is  our  position  a  bad 
one,  but  I  also  consider  that  the  position 
of  the  Dominion  in  regard  to  the  matter 
is  a  very  undignified  one,  and  one  which 
the  people  of  the  United  States  would 
not  tolerate  if  any  portion  of  their 
country  occupied  it.  What  makes  this 
particularly  hard  is  that  British  Colum- 
bia was  practically  a  portion  of  the  Con 
federation  when  the  treaty  was  passed  on 
the  8th  May,  1871,  though  it  did  not 
formally  enter  the  Union  until  the  1st 
July  following.  The  terms  of  the 
union  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  British 
Columbia  Legislature  and  by  the  Domin- 
ion Parliament  some  two  or  three  months 
before  that,  and  certainly  arrangements 
could  4iave  been  made,  and  should  have 
been  made,  to  s^ure  for  us  the  same 
privileges  that  the  other  provinces  enjoy 
under  that  Treaty.  I  think  Parlia- 
ment cannot  deny  that  the  country 
stands  in  a  position  from  which 
it  should  be  relieved  if  possible,  and  that 
the  Dominion  Government  should  urge 
the  Imperial  authorities  to  place  us  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  other  provinces. 
If  nothing  can  be  done  in  that  way, 
some  allowance  should  be  made — some- 
thing in  the  shajie  of  a  bonus  on  all  fish 
exported  to  the  United  States,  for  coa 
sumption  there,  or  encouragement  to  the 
fisheries  of  British  Columbia,  of  some 
kind  or  other  —  as  compensation  for 
Son.  Mr.  Nelson. 


the  unfair  position    in   which  they  are 
placed. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOWLilN— I  was  not 
aware  that  any  greater  duty  was  exacted 
on  -fish  or  fish  oils  shipped  from  British 
Columbia  to  the  United  States  than  that 
collected  on  the  price  of  the  cans  in  which 
they  were  packed.  If  British  Columbia 
was  a  part  of  the  Dominion  at  the  time 
of  the  signing  of  the  Treaty,  then  she 
ought  to  share  in  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  guaranteed  under  it.  I  cannot 
see  how  the  United  States  authorities 
can  exact  a  duty  on  British  Columbia 
fish,  unless  it  is  done  under  (clause  21, 
which  excepts  fish  caught  in  inland  lakes 
and  rivers  emptying  into  such  lakes,  from 
the  benefits  of  the  Treaty.  Supposing 
salmon  from  the  canneries  of  British 
Columbia  were  shipped  to  Montreal, 
there  would  be  no  reason  why  Montreal 
merchants  could  not  ship  them  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  only  duty  they 
would  be  subject  to  would  be  what  they 
would  have  to  pay  on  the  price  of  the 
ca(i8,  which  has  been  a  long  vexed  ques- 
tion with  Prince  Edward  Island  and 
other  Maritime  Provinces  also.  They  sell 
their  canned  fish  and  fish  products  to 
the  [Jnited  States,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn 
that  duties  have  been  collected  on  the  fish 
and  fish  oils  in  the  United  States  Custom 
House.  Can  my  hon.  friend  say  if  the 
United  States  authorities  have  refused  to 
allow  fish  from  British  Columbia  to  be 
admitted  free  of  duty  f 

Hon.  Mr.  NELSON— Yes ;  they  have 
refused  to  do  so. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOWLAN— It  seems  to 
me  that  the  only  objection  that  could  be 
taken  to  the  fish  going  in  free  of  duty,  is, 
that  they  were  caught  in  inland  lakes 
and  rivers  emptying  into  lakes,  because 
the  Treaty  only  exempts  from  duty  the 
fish  taken  on  the  shores  of  both  countries. 
Unless  my  hon.  friend  can  state  positive- 
ly that  a  duty  was  imposed  on  fish 
caught  on  the  coast,  I  do  not  see  how  the 
GU>vernment  are  to  be  blamed  for  not 
looking  into  the  matter.  If,  at  the  time 
the  treaty  was  ratified,  British  Columbia 
was  a  portion  of  Canada,  then  she  comes 
under  the  provisions  of  that  treaty.  I 
do  not  think  there  was  an  oversight,  but 
if  there  was,  a  commission  can  again 
issue  to  set  the  matter  at  rest.  But  I 
think   my  hen.   friend  will  find  that  a 
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mistake  has  occurred  in  the  United  States 
Custom  House,  perhaps  at  San  Francisco, 
and  the  ground  they  take  is  that  the  fish 
canned  in  these  canneries  were  caught  in 
inland  lakes,  or  rivers  emptying  into 
them. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— In  reply 
to  the  hon.  gentleman,  I  would  Si.ate  that 
the  Treaty  of  Washington  was  ratified  in 
May,  1871,  and  British  Columbia  came 
into  the  Union  in  July  of  the  same  year ; 
that  is  where  the  difficulty  arises,  as  the 
United  States  authorities  contend  that 
the  Province,  not  being  a  portion  of  the 
confederation  when  the  Treaty  was 
signed,  it  does  not  come  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Treaty,  and  on  these 
grounds  have  refused  to  acknowledge  our 
rights.  I  hope  hon.  gentlemen  will  not 
consider  that  British  Columbia  is  taking 
up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  but  the  question  brought  forward 
by  the  hon.  Senator  from  New  Westmin- 
ster (Mr.  Nelson)  is  one  of  considei*able 
importance,  not  only  affecting  our  Pro 
vince,  but  the  whole  Dominion.  Any- 
thing which  can  be  done  to  promote  and 
increase  trade  in  any  one  province  will 
be  beneficial  to  the  whole  country. 
If  we  can  find  a  market  within  five  or 
six  days'  travel  of  our  Province,  instead 
of  having  to  send  our  fish  and  oil  to 
England,  Australia  or  South  America, 
where  our  principal  markets  now  are,  on 
a  voyage  of  four  to  five  months,  it 
would  be  a  great  boon,  and  saving  of 
time  and  money.  In  the  one  case,  we 
could  have  returns  in  30  or  40  days, 
whereas,  in  the  other,  it  would  be  fully 
200  days  before  returns  could  be  received. 
It  is  a  curious  fact  that,  last  year,  salmon 
would  have  commanded  as  high  a  price 
in  San  Francisco  as  in  England,  but  we 
could  not  take  advantage  of  that  market 
owing  to  the  high  duties  which  met  us 
on  the  very  tlireshold  of  the  United 
States.  The  length  of  the  voyage  to 
England,  the  high  freights,  the  interest 
represented  by  the  value  of  the  cargo, 
together  with  the  length  of  time  before 
returns  can  be  had.  act  moat 
injuriously  on  new  industries,  such 
as  they  are  in  British  Columbia ; 
and  anything  which  can  be  done  to  open 
up  a  near  market  would  be  a  vast  benefit 
to  us,  and  to  the  whole  couatry.  I  am 
fully  aware  of  the  difficulty,  not  only  of 
obtaining  any  ooncesnion  trom  the  Amer- 
Hon,  Mr,  Howlan, 


ican  Crovemment,  but  of  exercising  our 
undoubted  rights  secured  by  treaty^ 
and  at  pi*esent  I  cannot  see  how  the 
disadvantage  can  be  overcome,  unless  we 
can  prove  that  we  come  within  the  scope 
and  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
Washington  Treaty.  If  anything  can 
be  dcme  to  place  us  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  other  provinces,  I  hope  the 
Government  will  take  it  into  th^ir  con- 
sideration, and,  in  the  meantime,  ^.ring 
down  any  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  on  this  subject. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOWLAN— I  wish  to  ask 
if  this  fish  is  canned  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  coast,  or  from  two  to  three  hundred 
miles  inland  1 

Hon.  Mr.  NELSON— They  are  put  up 
right  on  the  coast.  I  suppose  the  can- 
nery furthest  from  the  coast  is  not  more 
than  twenty  miles  up  the   Eraser  River. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEX ANDER— I  am  sure 
that  I  express  the  feelings  of  this  House 
when  I  say  that  we  have  all  listened  with 
very  great  interest  to  the  remarks  that 
have  fallen  from  the  two  hon.  Senators 
from  British  Columbia*  I  believe,  also, 
that  I  express  the  sentiments  of  the 
whole  House  when  I  say  that  the  acces- 
sion of  tiie  hon.  mover  (Mr.  Nelson)  of 
this  address  to  our  numbers  is  a  subject 
of  sincere  congratulation,  as  a  gentle- 
man who,  from  having  been  long  en- 
gaged in  trade,  is  so  well  qualified, 
noc  only  to  guard  and  protect 
the  interests  of  his  own  Provinoe, 
but  to  give  us,  u|K>n  all  general  questions 
of  commerce,  the  benefit  of  his  large  ex- 
perience and  matured  wisdom.  We  must 
all  feel  that  the  position  of  British 
Columbia  is  such,  is  so  remote  from  the 
markets  of  the  world,  and  so  disadvan- 
tageously  placed,  because  of  the  high  tarifi* 
of  the  United  States,  that  we  must 
guard  and  protect,  with  a  jealous  eye,  its 
every  interest  from  the  aggressions  of 
their  powerful  neighbor,  for,  as  it  be- 
been  very  truly  said  by  my  hon.  friend 
from  Victoria,  when  matters  arise  has 
tween  the  United  States  and  Canada,  it 
is  only  by  endless  and  exhaustive  corres- 
pondence  and  after  great  difficulty  that 
we  can  succeed  in  obtaining  our  just 
rights.  No  province  of  this  Confeder- 
ation is  so  dependent  upon  the  fostering 
care  and  protection  of  the  Dominion 
€k>vemment  as  British  Columbia,  and  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ville  Marie 


[March  17,  1880.] 


Bank  BUI 


173 


:ain  sure  tbat  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  only  give  the  assuranoe 
that  the  correspondence  asked  for  will  be 
at  once  furnished,  but  he  will  further 
assure  him  that  the  Minister  of  Finanee 
will  not  only  give  his  beat  attention  to 
suggestions  made  by  the  hon.  Senators, 
but  will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  protect, 
in  every  way,  the  interests  of  that  Pro- 
vince. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
have  not  seen  the  coirespondence,  if  any 
exists,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  this 
notice,  and  I,  therefore,  do  not  know  its 
character,  nor  am  I  aware  whether  it  has 
been  so  far  carried  on  as  to  justify  its 
being  produced  to  the  House,  but  I  shall 
take  care  to  bring  it  down  if  it  is  in  such 
a  sha|)e  that  it  can  be  produced  without 
injury  to  the  public  service.  The  ques- 
tion is  one  which  is  very  interesting  to 
British  Columbia,  and  the  hon.  Senator 
(Mr.  Nelson)  has  done  well  in  bringing 
it  before  the  House.  One  difficulty 
arose,  probably  in  the  way  which  has 
been  pointed  oiit  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Victoria  (Mr.  Macdonald)  :  British 
Columbia  was  not  a  part  of  Canada  when 
this  Treaty  was  negotiated,  and  no  pro- 
vision was  made  for  any  of  the  outlying 
provinces  except  Newfoundland.  The 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  do  not  probably 
apply  to  the  character  of  fisheries  des- 
cribed, which  are  not  coast  fisheries;  but 
British  Columbia,  if  possible,  should  get 
all  benefits  which  she  ought  to  receive 
under  that  Treaty  had  she  been  originally 
a  Province  of  the  Dominion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BAPTIST   UNION   BILL. 
SECOND   BEADING. 

Hon.  Mr.  McMASTER  moved  the 
second  reading  of  Bill  (27)  "  To  incorpo- 
rate '  The  Baptist  Union  of  Canada.'  " 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

VILLE  MAEIE   BANK  BILL. 
SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (D)  '*  To  authorise  the 
winding  up  of  the  Ville  Marie  Baftk  and 
the  reduction  of  its  capital.''  He  said 
This  Bill  provides  for  the  liquida- 
tion and  winding  up  of  the  affidrs 
Eon,  Mr.  Alexander. 


of  the  Bank.  The  first  clause  provides 
for  the  appointment  of  liquidators ;  the . 
second  clause  provides  for  the  distribution 
of  the  assets,  after  the  liquidation,  by 
having  the  liabilities  of  the  shareholders 
equalized.  Calls  will  be  made,  if  neces- 
sary, on  the  parties  who  have  not  paid 
the  whole  of  the  calls  on  their  stock.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  most  part  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank  has  been  paid  up,  but 
a  small  balance  is  still  due.  The  third 
clause  provides  for  the  deposit  in  another 
bank ,  i  a  case  of  liquidation ,  of  a  certain  sum 
to  meet  any  claims  which  might  not  be 
presented  during  the  winding  up  of  its 
affairs,  and  for  the  distribution  of  the 
same  after  five  years,  if  such  claims  are 
not  presented.  The  fourth  clause  asta- 
blishes  the  personal  responsibility  of  the 
liquidators.  The  fifth  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  other  liquidators,  in  case 
of  death  or  refusal  to  act.  The  sixth 
defines  where  the  office  of  the  liquidators 
shall  be  kept.  The  seventh  provides  for 
the  delivery  into  the  hands  of  the  liqui* 
dators  of  the  books,  title  deeds,  notes, 
etc.,  of  the  bank.  The  eighth  obliges  the 
liquidators  to  render  account  to  an  annual 
meeting  of  shareholders.  The  ninth 
gives  power  t«  the  shareholders  to  dismiss 
the  liquidators  and  appoint  others  at 
their  pleasure.  The  tenth  provides  for 
the  sale,  en  bloc,  of  the  assets  of 
the  bank.  The  eleventh  provides  for 
the  reduction  of  the  capital  stock  of 
the  bank.  The  twelfth  provides  for 
the  equitable  distribution  of  the  final 
dividend  amongst  the  shareholders.  The 
thirteenth  clause  provides  for  the  final 
report  of  the  liquidators  and  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  bank,  in  case  the  majority 
of  the  shareholders  decide  upon  surrend- 
ering their  charter,  and  the  fourteenth 
provides  that  nothing  in  the  Act  will 
affect  the  present  position  of  the  bank. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Can  the  hon. 
gentleman  inform  the  House  what  the 
financial  position  of  this  institution  is  t 

Hon.  Mr.  TBTJDEL— I  have  a  state- 
menty  bat  I  have  not  got  it  with  me 
now.  According  to  that  statement  the 
assets  will  likely  realise  between  fifty 
and  sixty  per  cent,  on  the  paid  up  capital. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU-^They  have  r©. 
deemed  their  notes  at  par. 

Hen.  Mr.  TRUDEL— The  bank  is 
not    insolvent.     It    is    in  a  relatively 
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good  position,  so  far  as  third  parties  are 
ooncemed. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Whydoesit  ask 
for  this  Bill  if  it  is  not  insolvent  1 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— It  is  to  comply 
with  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the 
shareholders  that  this  Bill  is  presented. 
They  will  not  be  necessarily  obliged  to  use 
the  powers  given  to  them  by  this  Bill. 
In  case  a  majority  of  the  shareholders 
should  decide,  at  a  special  meeting  called 
for  that  purpose,  not  to  wind  up  the 
affairs  of  the  bank,  then  the  whole  thing 
will  be  in  their  own  hands. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— How  do  you 
protect  the  minority  $ 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDKL— The  rights  of 
the  minority  will  be  prot.ected  by  that 
Bill,  as  it  provides  tor  an  equitable  dis- 
tribution of  the  assets  of  the  bank.  As 
soon  PS  moneys  are  collected,  dividends 
will  be  declared  and  paid  to  the  share- 
holders pro  rata.  There  are  no  petitions 
against  the  Bill,  and,  if  there  is  any  op- 
position to  it,  the  objections  can  be  heard 
before  the  Committee. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— No  doubt  the 
Bill  contemplates  several  special  arrange- 
ments with  r  spect  to  the  Bank,  and  it  is 
one  that  should  receive  considerable  at- 
tention before  it  leaves  the  Senate.  The 
usual  Committee  on  Banking  is,  perhaps, 
the  best  tribunal  the  House  could  a])point 
to  investigate  and  sift  a  Bill  of  this  kind, 
and  parties  interested  in  it  could  be  noti- 
fied to  appear  before  the  Committee. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL.— 
How  long  does  the  hon.  gentleman  sup- 
pose it  will  take  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of 
the  bank,  and  what  will  be  the  cost  of 
winding  it  up  in  proportion  to  the  assets  1 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— It  will  depend 
on  the  state  of  affairs  in  our  Province. 
The  assets  of  such  a  bank  eonsist  of  bills 
and  discounted  notes,  which  will  of  course 
be  paid  in  the  usual  way.  It  may  take 
•nly  a  very  short  time,  and  it  may  take 
several  years.  It  will  be  for  the  meeting 
of  shareholders  to  say  what  indemnity 
the  liquidators  shall  receive  for  their 
services. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  4.45  p.m. 
Han.  Mr.  Trudel. 


THE  SENATE. 

Thursday,  March  18th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 
Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

SALARIES  OF  PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND 
JUDGES. 

INQUIRY. 
Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  inquired  : 

<(FiB8T — Wliether  the  intention  expressed  in 
this  House  on  the  12th  day  of  May 
last,  by  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment, of  bringing  the  subject  of 
increasing  the  salaries  of  the  judges 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Prince 
Edward  Inland  to  the  notice  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  has  been  carried 
into  effect  ?    And,  if  so, 

"  BsooND— Whether  he  is  in  a  position  to 
announce  to  this  House  the  course 
Government  will  pursue  with  refer- 
ence to  such  increase  ?  " 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— In 
reply  to  the  question  which  has  been 
put  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  I  beg  to  say 
that  the  intentiom  which  was  announced 
on  the  day  i-eferred  to — the  12th  of 
May  last — was  carried  out  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  that  I  did  bring  the  sub- 
ject under  the  notice  of  the  Minister  of 
Justice.  I  have  a  note  to  that  effect 
from  him  in  my  hand.  With  reference 
to  the  course  that  the  Grovernment  may 
pursue  in  the  matter,  I  am  not  a'jle  to 
make  any  definite  announcement.  A 
petition  has  been  received  from  one  of 
the  judges  of  Princt'  Edward  Island 
very  recently,  and  has  been  bi  ought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Council,  in  conjunction 
with  the  inquiry  made  last  session,  and 
the  Minister  of  Justice  has  reported 
upon  it,  but  the  Council  is  unable  to  take 
aetion  upon  it  at  present.  Tkero  are 
other  provinces  in  the  same  position  as 
Prince  Edward  Island,  and  to  change  tbe 
salaries  of  the  judges  in  the  latter  would 
involve  changes  in  the  other  provinces. 
Until  the  Government  is  able  to  take  uf> 
the  whole  question,  I  am  not  able  to 
announce  what  course  we  shall  pursue. 

INDIAN  LAWS    CONSOLIDATION   BILL. 
IK  COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  tjiat 
the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  Bill  (C)  <'To  amend  and 
consolidate  the  laws  respectiHg  Indians.'* 
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Hon.    Mr.  ALEXANDER— It   was 
agreed  by  the  leader  of  the  Government 
that  any  members  who  had  not  had  time 
to  examine  this  Bill  before  its  second 
reading  should  have  the  privilege  now  of 
speaking  on  the  principles  of  it  before  the 
Speaker  leaves  the  chair.     I  do  not  rise 
to  impugn  any  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
present  or  past  Qovemments  in  regard  to 
the  Indians.     Id  has  been  conceded  on  all 
sides  that  we  have  always  acted  in  a  just 
spirit  towards  the  Indians,  and  have  al- 
ways kept  good  faith  with  them  m  all  our 
treaties.  Tbelaws  we  haveenacted  for  their 
protection  have  been  wise  and  pxoductive 
of  good   results.     We  have  distributed 
^^^^  gratuities    annually   to   all  those 
bands  with  whom  we  have  treaties  ;  but, 
in  my  humble  judgment,  we  might  carry 
oar  humane    policy   still    further,   and 
greatly   promote  the  well  being  of  the 
poor  Indians   without   any  great  addi- 
tional expense.     I  hope  the  House  will 
j^rant  me  its  patient  ear  while  I  shew 
their  actual  position  in  some  of  the  older 
reserves,  as  well  as  in  the  Noj1»h-West, 
after  all  we  have  done  for  them,  and  to 
suggest   hew   their  condition   might  be 
farther     improved.      It    is    very    well 
known    that,    in    some    of     the    older 
reserves,  the  Indians  have,  already,  well- 
fenced  lands  and  cultivated  fields,  and 
have  proved,  in  a  short  period  of  time, 
that    they     have     been     capable,    like 
the    white    man,   of    performing    labor 
and  earning   their  own    living.      That 
is  the  state   of  affairs   near   Samia  and 
on  tlio    Muncey    Town    Reserve    near 
Longford.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  on 
Walpole    Island,    of    which   I   happen 
myself  to  have   a   personal    knowledge, 
where   the    Government    have  granted 
them  an  island  of  great  fertility,  there 
are  860    Indians,     and,    although  the 
Government  have  built  houses  for  them, 
we  find  them  in  a  comparatively  pitiable 
state.      The  facts  of  t^e  case  are  that 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  of  them  cultivate 
the  soil  ;  one  family  in  the  centre  of  the 
island  has  a  good  farm  well  stocked,  and 
is  well  off;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  none 
ot  the  other  Indians  upon  the  island  have 
cut  down  the  forest  or  made  improve- 
ments.    They  live  in  huts  which  were 
erected  for  Uiem,  and  seem  incapable  of 
exertion  to  earn  their  own  sustenance, 
all  the  larger  game  having  been  destroy- 
edy  and  fish  and    muskrats    constitute 
Hon.  Mr.  Campbell. 


their  chief  food.     Now,  I  am  confident 
that  if  such  a  system  as  the  following 
were  adopted   in   this  and  other  settle^ 
ments  of  Indians,  we  might  very  soon 
bring  them  into  habits  of  industry,  by 
which  they  could   earn  a  fair  support^ 
that  is,  abundance  of  food.     This  idea  was  ^ 
brought  to  my  notice  especially  by  the 
great  success  of  Mr.  Wilson's  institution 
at   Sault   JSte.   Marie,  where  the  young 
Indians  receive  a  little  education,  and  are 
trained  gradually  to  labor  and  husband- 
ry.     I   believe   it  was   established    by 
contributions    frem    charitable    sources. 
Part       of       the       day       is       devoted 
to  education,  and  the  residue  of  the  day 
to  the  culture  of  the  soil.     I  am  sure,  if 
the  Government  of  the  day  were  to  estab- 
lish such  a  simple  institution  in  the  centre 
of  Walpole  Island  and  other  such  reserves,, 
we  could  get  the  whole  of  the  young 
Indians,    seeing  the  results  which    are 
observablo  in  regard  to  one  or  t^  o  fami- 
lies, to  attend  that  institution,  and  it 
would  involve  a  very  small  expenditure 
to  the  country.      Tn  a  short  time  the 
greater  part  of  the  forest  on  that  island 
would  be  cut  down,  and  the  lands  con- 
verted into  happy  homes,  with  abundance 
of  food.     Now,  for  this  purpose  we  re- 
quire no  professors,  no  men  of  science,  no- 
college  of  agriculture,  but  simply  a  man 
capable  of  teaching  the  Indians  a  little  of 
the  English  language — a  practical  farmer,, 
who  would  train  them  to  simple  habita 
of  industry  and  to  raise  snob  food  as 
potatoes,  com  and  perhaps  a  little  stock. 
There  is  no  necessity  that  this  should 
cost  the   Government   anything  at  all,, 
because  the  labor  of  the  young  Indians 
would  raise  the  necessary  produce  for 
their  support,  and  very  simple  buildings 
of  a  rude  character  would  suffice.     When 
the  late  Mr.  Howe  was  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  I  brought  this   matter   to   his 
notice,  and  we  have  since  been  shaping 
our  policy  in  this  direction.     Then  again, 
with  regard  to  the  North- West,  were  not 
the  accounts  which  we  received  last  fall, 
of  the  destitution  of  the  Indians  there, 
perfectly  alarming)    As  is  well  known, 
the   buffalo,   which  were    formerly   the 
chief     means    of     subsistence     of     the 
Indians,  have   been   rapidly  decimated^ 
chiefly     for    their    hides.         It    is     a 
miitter     of      history     that      thousands 
have,  season  after  season,  been  destroyed, 
leaving  the  carcasses  to  rot  on  the  prairie, 
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simply  for  the  hides,  and  the  different 
bands  of  Indians  there  have  thus  no 
longer  their  old  means  of  support,  hence 
the  alarming  accounts  ofsuch  tribes  being 
driven  by  necessity,  to  take  the  cattle 
of  the  settlers  to  save  themselves  from 
famine.  It  is  a  most  fortunate  thing 
that  the  present  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
Sir  John  Macdonald,  is  the  Premier  of 
this  Government,  a  gentleman  who, 
during  his  long  public  life,  never  found  a 
difficulty  that  he  could  not  overcome  ; 
a  gentleman  who,  from  his  great  genius 
and  power  of  executive  administration, 
has  always  been  able  to  surmount  every 
ordinary  difficulty.  I  hold  that,  with  the 
persevering  exertions  of  Mr.  Dewdney, 
who  has  been  appointed  Superuitendent 
of  the  Indians  in  the  North- West,  and 
who  has  been  making  efforts  in  this 
direction,  that  any  expenditure  in 
this  direction  would  be  wise.  This 
is  a  most  serious  matter.  The  poor 
Indians  were  the  original  possessors 
of  this  continent,  and  we  know  that 
there  are  no  more  loyal  subjects  of 
Her  Majesty  in  the  Dominion  to-day. 
In  order  to  promote  that  loyalty 
further,  and  to  discharge  all  our 
responsibilities  to  them,  we  should,  in 
every  way  that  we  possibly  can,  endeavor 
to  save  them  from  destitution.  We  owe 
to  ourselves, — ^to  our  common  Christian- 
ity,— to  our  common  humanity, — ^to  every 
consideration  that  should  influence  an 
upright  people,  to  devote  our  attention 
to  this  matter.  We  ought  to  be  proud 
of  the  fact  that,  while  the  United  States 
have  been  stamping  out  the  poor  Indiana 
by  a  most  inhuman  policy,  we  have 
always  kept  faith  with  our  Indians, 
and  can  traverse  the  Dominion, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
with  perfect  safety,  knowing  that  the 
Indians  revere  their  Mother  the  Queen, 
and  have  full  confidence  in  our  justice 
and  good  faith.  Vigorous  efforts  should 
at  once  be  made,  through  our  excellent 
superintendent,  Mr.  Dewdney,  to  train 
to  labor  as  many  of  the  young  Indians  as 
possible  in  the  North>West,  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  the  evils  of  last  autumn. 
If,  in  the  future,  there  should  be  a  scar- 
city of  buffalo,  how  much  wiser  to  lead, 
— to  encourage  the  Indians,  this  very  sea* 
son,  to  raise  a  sufficiency  of  potatoes, 
com  and  wheat  for  their  own  support 
What  would  simply  be  wanted  and  re- 
Hon.  Mr.  AUamidir. 


quire  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government 
would  be  ploughs,  oxen  and  seed.  We 
have  there,  the  magnificent  fertile  prairie, 
ready  to  yield  to  man's  industry  and 
toil,  the  staff  of  l>fe.  We  should  scarcely 
want  any  buildings,  but  the  mere  working 
implements,  and  a  few  hardy  sens  of  toil 
to  shew  the  Indians  the  way  to  extract 
from  the  soil  the  blessings  of  abundance. 
At  this  moment  a  favorable  opportunity 
presents  itself,  at  a  very  small  cost  to 
the  Dominion,  to  make  an  adequate 
return  to  the  red  man  for  all  that 
he  has  surrendered  up  to  us.  He  has  put 
us  in  full  and  free  possession  of  this  mag> 
nificent  territory  of  the  Dominion,  and 
we  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling 
that  we  have  not  allowed  the  children  of 
the  forest  to  suffer  by  our  invasion,  and 
it  will  be  a  happiness  to  our  people  to 
see  the  red  men  sharing  the  blessings 
that  -we  all  enjoy. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

IN   THE   COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
suggestion  which  was  made  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  ( iVIr.  Scott),  that  slips 
should  be  printed,  drawing  special  atten- 
tion to  the  proposed  changes  in  the  old 
Acts,  has  been  acted  upon,  and  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  assisted  by  them,  I  hope, 
in  considering  the  very  lengthy  Bill 
which  is  before  us.  The  first  three  sec- 
tion? are  not  new,  but  the  following  six 
clauses  create  a  deputy  head  for  the 
Indian  Department^  and  give  it  a  new 
status.  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  Senate 
will  object  to  the  proposed  change.  It 
does  not  involve  additional  expense  of  any 
great  magnitude.  The  deputy  head  will, 
perhaps,  get  a  few  hundred  dollars  more 
salary  than  he  doe^  at  present,  but  there 
will  be  no  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the 
other  officers.  I  move  the  adoption  of 
the  first  three  clauses. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU— I  do  not  intend 
to  go  into  the  details  of  this  Bill  clause 
by  clause,  but  I  merely  wish  to  point  out 
the  fact  that,  while  the  cost  of  adminis- 
tering the  Indian  Department  is  very 
great,  only  a  small  portion  of  the  money 
expended  goes  to  the  Indian  tribes,  the 
rest  being  devoted  to  supporting  a  large 
staff  of  higfansalaried  officials.  In  the 
Appendix  of  the ''  Parliament  of  Canada  " 
for  1858  (vol.  xvi,  No.  6,)  there  appean 
an  interesting  report  of  an  investigation 
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made  by  a  Oom mission  appointed  bj 
:the  Imperial  Government  with  a  view- 
to  getting  rid  ot  the  expense  con- 
nected with  Indian  affairs.  Since 
that  time,  the  territory  occupied  by 
the  Indians  and  the  management  of 
Indian  affairs  have  been  transferred 
to  Canada,  and,  along  with  them,  the 
j-esponsibility  of  dealing  with  the  In- 
dians. In  the  report  of  the  Deputy 
"Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for 
1877-78,.  I  find  that  the  amount  paid  for 
«alaries  in  that  Department  was  then 
49,350,  and  under  the  present  Bill  it  is 
proposed  to  add  to  the  salaries  of  the 
officials  of  the  Department  to  the  extent 
of  $900,  which  will  increase  the  annual 
expenditure  for  officials  to  910,250.  Hon. 
members  will  also  see  that  authority  is 
given  by  this  Bill  to  appoint  any  number 
of  officers  in  reorgani  zing  the  Departm  ent.  • 
I  must  admit  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
work  done  in  the  Indian  branch  of  the 
Interior  Department,  and  especially  by 
the  Deputy  Superintendent.  T!ie  total 
revenue  of  the  Department  from  different 
jsources  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians 
during  the  fiscal  yeay  1877-78,  amounted 
to  $293,515,  and  the  total  expenciture 
for  the  same  year  was  $261,850.  The 
balance  of  capital  and  interest  to  the 
credit  of  the  Indians  the  same  fiscal  year 
was  $2,999,306.  The  expenditure  is  in- 
cluded in  62  subsidiary  statements.  I 
see  that  the  amount  devoted  to  the 
Indians  of  New  Brunswick  was  $7,249, 
while  the  expenses  of  management 
amounted  to  $5,272 ;  the  Indians  of 
Nova  Scotia  had  to  their  credit  the  same 
year  $5,572,  the  whole  of  which  was  ex- 
pended with  the  exception  of  about  $247, 
in  management ;  the  Indians  of  British 
Columbia  have  received  a  very  large 
amount  of  money.  On  the  30th  of  June, 
1877,  the  amount  devoted  to  them  was 
$61,406,  while  the  appropriation  voted 
for  cost  ot  management  was  some  $43,7 1 7. 
The  Indian^  of  British  Columbia,  Victoria 
tiuperintendency,  had  by  legislative  ap- 
propriation in  1877-78,  tie  sum  of 
$13,200.  The  superintendent,  Mr.  G. 
W.  Powell,  receives  a  salary  of  $2,600 
and  $400  additional  ;  Mr.  Moffatt 
receives  $1,500  ;  a  messenger  is  paid 
$240,  and  trith  other  expenses  the 
whole  appropriation  is  swallowed  up 
by  officials  to  tbe  amount,  that  year, 
of  $9,432. 

ffon,  Mr.  Bureau. 


Hon.  Mr.  CORNWA.LL— Does  the 
hon.  gentleman  know  the  number  of  the 
Indian  population  of  British  Columbia  1 

Hon.    Mr.    BUREAU— The  Indian 
population  of  the  Province  of  Ontario 
numbers  15,731  ;  of  Quebec,  10,947;  of 
Nova   Scotia,   2,122;  of  Prince  Edward 
Island,  306  ;  of  Manitoba  and  the  North- 
West,  27,204;  of  Athabaska   District, 
2,398 ;  of  British  Columbia,  35,154,  and 
of  Rupert's  Land,  4,370.     Total,  99,690. 
The  money  appropriated  on  account  of 
the  Indians  in  British  Columbia  must  be 
expended  in  a  most  extraordinary  man- 
ner, and  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  hon.  Senators  from  that  Province  to 
the  fact,  so   that  they  can  inquire  into 
the    matter.     The    Dominion    Commis- 
sioner, Mr.   Anderson,  receives  a  salary 
of  $3,140;  then  Mr.    Sproat,  joint  com- 
missioner, receives  $1,345;  another  Mr. 
Sproat  receives  $500,  and  somebody  else, 
a  census-taker  receives  $540  as  a  perma- 
nent officer,  though  he  cannot  be  taking  a 
census  every  year.     Then  there  are  other 
expenses  under  the  head  of  Eraser  Super- 
in tendency  amounting  to  $13,711,  out  of 
a  legislative  appropriation  of  $1 7,000.     I 
think  it  is  time  that  the  Government 
should   put  an  end  to  this   extravagant 
expenditure.      If    we  are    to  help  the 
Indians,  we  should  do  so  by  giving  them 
food  and  educating  them.     I  am  not  in 
favor   of  the   Mounted    Police   system. 
I  have  more  confidence  in  the  clergyman 
who  goes  in  and  christianises  them,  and 
teaches  them  industry  and  morality.     I 
will   not  occupy  the   time  of  the  Senate 
by  referrimg  to  the  expenditures  in  other 
parts  of  the  Dominion.    British  Columbia 
is   a  fair  illustration  of  the  system.     I 
wish  now  to  call  attention  to  a  matter 
affecting  the  Caughnawaga  Indians  who 
reside     near     Montreal.     They    occupy 
the     original     grant,     of    two    leagues 
square,   that  was  made  by  Louis  XIV 
to    the    Jesuits,    a   portion    of    which 
has    been      conceded     to    the     French 
Canadians  who  reside  in  the  parishes  of 
Laprairie,  St.  Isadore  and  St.  Constant 
Before  the  passage  of  the   Act  of  1876^ 
there  was  ift>  trouble  in  the  tribe,  but  the 
distinction    niade    between  pure-blooded 
Indians  and  half-breeds,  by  that  Act,  has 
since  created  difficulties.     The  complaint 
I  have  to  make   is  this :  Although  the 
Caughnawaga   Indians    are    all  Roman 
Catholics,  the  Department  sent  amongst 
12 
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them  a  minister  of  a  difterent  creed  to 
take  charge  of  their  school.  Complaints 
were  made,  but  the  De{mrtraent  would 
not  remove  him,  until  he  was,  at  last, 
oblij^ed  to  remove  himself.  There  is  no 
complaint  against  the  present  teacher, 
but  I  think  it  is  unwise,  and  against  the 
Constitution  and  the  rights  guaranteed 
to  the  Province  of  Quebec,  to  impose  on 
a  community,  Catholic  or  Protestant,  a 
system  of  education  different  from  what 
they  themselves  desire.  I  see  that  there 
is  a  provision  in  the  Bill  that,  when  an 
Indian  woman  marries  a  white  man,  her 
children  lose  their  rights  in  the  tribe 
and  are  compelled  to  leave  tlie  reserve. 
Now  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
hon.  gentlemen  to  a  provision  in  the  grant 
of  the  King  of  France  to  the  Jesuits,  in 
which  Frenchmen  who  iiiay  settle  among 
the  Iroquois  or  other  Indian  nations  are 
expressly  prohibited  from  keeping  cattle 
or  establishing  taverns  on  their  lands, 
from  which  it  is  reasonable  to  infer 
that  inter-marriage  between  the  whites 
and  the  Indians,  and  the  right  of  half- 
bn*eds,  according  to  natural  law,  to 
reside  with  their  parents  on  the 
reserve,  were  not  forbidden,  bit,  on 
the  contrary,  by  inference,  recognized. 
We  do  not  make  sufficient  distinction 
between  the  different  tribes  of  Indians. 
Some  ai*e  nomadic,  having  no  fixed  place 
of  residence ;  others,  on  the  conti'ary, 
occupy  lands  in  our  midst  and  should  be 
emancipated  and  allowed  to  enjoy  their 
in  lividual  possessions  separately.  The 
rights  of  succession  for  each  tribe  should 
be  regulated  according  l.o  the  laws  of  the 
respective  provinces  in  which  these  tribes 
dwell.  It  is  not  so  n  iw,  nor  has  it  been 
so  heretofore.  We  established  odious 
distinctions.  A  woman  may  marry  a 
free  and  civilized  man,  but  the  children 
born  in  this  legitimate  wedlock  are 
excluded  from  the  inheritance  of  their 
mother,  from  the  right  of  inhabiting  the 
place  of  their  birth,  and. are  less  justly 
treated  than  negro  slaves.  In  this  cen- 
tury of  progress  in  which  we  live,  we 
should  free  ourselves  from  the  reproach 
of  making  slaves  of  women  Has  not 
Christianity  emancipated  them  1  Ex\ye- 
rience  has  proved  the  danger  of  this 
legislation  by  the  fruitless  efforcs  that 
hAve  been  made  to  drive  from  the  soil  on 
which  they  were  born  those  poor  children 
who  are  known  as  half'bree<is.  They 
JUon,  Mr.  Bureau, 


cannot  enjoy  civil  rights.  You  abandon 
them  to  themselves  after  you  have 
driven  them  from  their  terrestrial  para- 
dise ;  you  do  not  provide  for  their  future 
in  any  way.  They  are  all — men,  women 
and  children — slaves  without  a  master. 
I  desire,  then,  the  emancipation,  whether 
it  be  immediate  or  gradual,  of  those  civi- 
lized tribes  that,  in  reality,  have  ceased 
to  be  savages,  and  among  whom  are 
many  whose  knowledge  and  education 
have  made  them  distinguished  *  in  com- 
merce and  agricultura  In  1834  slavery 
was  abolished  in  all  the  British  Colonies, 
the  owners  of  the  slaves  receiving 
je20,000,000  stg.  as  indemnity  for  their 
loss.  The  fleet  employed  to  prevent  the 
slave  trade  does  not  cost  less  than 
£1,000,000  annually,  and  England  has 
paid,  in  one  form  or  another,  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  neg^-oes,  not  less  than 
£50,000,000  stg.  In  1854,  after  the  pub- 
lication of  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  the 
ladies  of  England  wrote  to  their  American 
sisters  a  letter,  in  which  the  latter  were 
conjured  to  intervene  on  behalf  of  the 
slaves.  That  letter  bore  half  a  million  of 
signatures,  and  among  them  were  the 
names  of  ladies  belonging  to  the  most 
aristocratic  families — even  of  such  high 
rank  as  Lady  Palmerston,  Lady  Buxton^ 
and  Lady  Shaftesbury.  I  bo|>e  tliat  the 
Government  will  seriously  consider  this 
question  of  half-breed  emancipation  in  a 
spirit  of  justice  and  Christianity. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  had  proposed 
mentioning  to  the  House  some  two  or 
three  objections  to  this  Bill  which  pre- 
sent themselves  to  my  mind,  but  the 
Speaker  left  the  chair  very  promptly 
atter  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock 
(Mr.  Alexander)  tinished  siieaking,  and  I 
had  not  then  an  opportunity  of  saying 
anything.  With  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  shall  make  my  remarks  now. 
There  are,  as  I  have  said,  two  or  three 
objections  to  this  Bill,  which  strike  me  as 
being  of  some  weight.  If  we  examiuo  the 
measure  carefully,  it  will  be  found  that, 
although  it  is  a  very  long  one,  containing 
many  sections,  practically  the  new  psrt 
of  it  is  embraced  in  sections  four  to  nine, 
inclusive  Substantially,  the  pVinci|>al 
effect  of  the  Bill  is  to  transform  the  gen- 
tleman who  is  now  firat  clerk  of  the 
Indian  branch  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  into  the  deputy  he»id  of  the 
Indian  Department  under  the  Minister 
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6f  the  Interior.  Now,  it  does  not  seem 
to  tne  that  this  change  is  either  necessary 
or  desirable.  It  is  unnecessary,  because 
any  genteman  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  look  at  the  Publie  Accounts,  will  find 
that  the  affairs  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment are  at  present  kept  separate  from 
the  Mounted  Police  and  public  lands. 
There  are  practically  three  separate  sub- 
departments  in  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  we 
should  transform  the  first  clerk,  who  has 
charge  of  the  Indian  affairs,  into  a  deputy 
head  to  have  the  work  of  that  divisiott 
properly  done.  I  do  not  see  that  the 
iacrea<ie  of  the  salary  of  the  first  clerk 
from  $2,200  to  $3,200  is  goint:  to  benefit 
the  country  at  large,  or  the  Indians,  or 
the  public  service — beyond  the  gentleman 
who  is  to  receive  this  increase.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  to  him  it  would  be  a  very 
satisfactory  arrangement  indeed.  The 
eighth  section  of  the  Bill  gives  the  Gov- 
ernment the  power  to  appoint  a  number 
of  additional  employes  in  this  new  depart- 
ment. I  do  ndt  think  chat  the  present  time, 
when  the  Minister  *  of  Finance  is 
altogether  unable  to  make  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  balance,  is  the  proper  time 
for  the  creation  of  new  officials  and  the 
payment  of  additional  salaries,  an4, 
therefore,  this  section  of  the  Bill  is  ob- 
jectionable. The  ninth  section  empowers 
the  ^lovernor  in  Council  to  ap))oint,  at 
their  discretion,  thi*ee  Indian  Commis- 
sioners, all  of  whom,  judging  ft*om  the 
scale  of  salaries  in  this  Department,  will 
receive  large  remuneration  for  their 
services.  Although  some  hon.  gentle aien 
smiled  at  the  hon.  Senator  from  DeLori- 
mier  (Mr.  Buieau)  when  he  B}>oke  of  the 
expenditure  oi  the  Indian  Department,  I 
think  that  a  great  proportion  of  that  ex- 
penditui*e  will  find  its  way  into  the 
pockets  of  officials  who  are  not  all 
necessary,  instead  of  reaching  the  Indians. 
I  object  to  this  Bill  also  on  the  ground 
that,  although  it  contains  113  sections 
and  covers  31  pages,  only  six  of  the 
sections,  covering  three-quarters  of  a 
page,  are  new.  It  is  true  that  there  are 
about  a  dozen  alterations  in  other  portions 
of  the  Bill^  but  none  of  them  are  of  any 
great  consequence.  It  seems  to  me  that 
tills  is  not  the  way  that  Parliament 
should  be  asked  to  deal  with  the  changes 
that  are  necessary.  The  proper  way,  in 
mj  opinion,  would  have  been  to  have 
Hon.  Mr,  Power. 


introduced    a  bill    embodying  only  the 
changes  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  exist- 
ing   laws — one  which    would  cover  no 
more  than  two  pages  of  paper  would  be 
quite  enough.     I  cannot  understand  whj 
the  Government  have  adopted  this  man- 
ner of  dealing  with  the  law.     Last  session 
there    were    several     bills   of    a    simi- 
lar    character      introduced,     in     which 
there   were  very    trifling    amendments 
made  in  the  existing  law,  the  whole  of 
which  was  reprinted.     If  the   Govern- 
ment were  consolidating  the  Statutes  thia 
might  be  a  very  desirable   and  proper 
thing  ;  but,  as  they  are  not,  I  think  the 
course  they  have   adopted   is   altogether 
indefensible.      The  law   relating  to  In- 
diana, at  the  present  time,  is   embraced 
in  two  Acts — one  a  very  long  and  care- 
fully-prepared one,  passed  in  1876  ;  and 
the  other  a  very  short  Act,  passed  last 
session,  making  a  few  trifling  changes  in 
the  Act  of  1876.     There  is  no  reason  or 
excuse,  I  think,  for  putting  the  country 
to  the.  additional   expense   involved  in 
printing   the   mass   of  matter   that  we 
have  before  us  in  this   Bill.      I  do   not 
wish    to    be    uncharitable,    but    it    la 
just  possible  that  the  Government  have 
adopted  this  method  of  doing  business  in 
order  to  leave  Parliament  an<i  the  coun- 
try under  the  impression  that  they  aro 
doing  a  good  deal  of  work,  when  thny 
are  not.      I  remember  that,  under  the 
former  Administration,  complaints  wui-e 
often  made  of  the  very  small  amount  of 
legislation  passed  by  ParliMTuent  in  those 
days,   and  gentlemen   who  were  of  an 
arithmetical  turn  of  mind  counted  the 
number  of  pages  in  the  volumes  of  yearlv 
statutes.       My    attention   having    been 
turned  that  way,  I  find   that  the  publio 
acts   of    1879    coven^   altogether    3l(> 
pages,  of  which  the  old  matter  made  181 
pages,  leaving  135   pages  as  the  actual 
amount  of  new  legislation.     If  we  are  to 
take  the  Bill  before  us  as  a  specimen  of 
i^hat  we  are  going  to  do  this  year,  w» 
shall  have  a  very  large  Statute  book  to 
represent  very  little  work  done  by  Par- 
liament.     It  occurs  to  me  that  one  of 
two  conclusions  must  be  drawn  from  the 
fact  that  so  very  little   law-making   ia 
being  done  by  the  Government :  one  is» 
that  the   late  A 1  ministration  did  their 
legislative  work  ho  thoroughly  and  wM 
that  little    remains    to    be    done  now; 
or.     if     that     is     not     the    case,    tha 
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present  Government  are  incapable  of 
bringing  before  Parliament  legislation 
whicli  is  necessary.  I  do  not  know 
which  hoi*n  of  the  dilemma  the  leader  of 
the  Government  will  prefer.  To  sum 
up  :  I  have  two  objections  to  the  Bill, 
as  a  whole ;  first,  it  in-^olves  an  unneces- 
sary increase  in  the  staff  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  and  a  correspond- 
ing expenditure  of  money  ;  and,  second, 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  printing  and  paper 
wasted  in  this  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL— With  refer- 
ence to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Senator 
from  De  Lorimier  (Mr.  Bureau),  no 
doubt  the  expenditura  is  very  large 
as  compared  with  the  amount  of  money 
which  reaches  the  Indians,  more  partic- 
ularly those  in  British  Columbia,  but 
then  the  hon.  gentleman  should  bear  in 
mind  that  in  that  Province  the  Indians 
are  very  well  off,  and  do  not  need 
to  be  supplied  with  food.  They  subsist 
by  till'  chase  and  fishing,  and  the  money 
whicli  reaches  them  is  only  for  the  main- 
tenaii' (?  of  the  sick  and  helpless,  and 
affords  no  criterion  of  the  work  done  by 
the  Department.  No  doubt  the  expen- 
diture is  larger  than  would  be  required 
for  the  same  number  of  white  people, 
because  there  is  a  great  deal  of  work 
peculiar  to  the  management  of  Indians, 
aoid  it  is  not  fair  to  judge  of  the  results 
by  the  amount  which  reaches  the  tribes. 
The  whole  expenditure  of  the  Depart- 
ment, as  quoted  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
is,  no  doubt,  correct  j  but  he  knows,  and 
every  member  in  the  Senate  knows,  that 
there  are  diversified  duties  which  find  no 
expression  in  the  Public  Accounts. 
Whether  the  Department  is  properly 
managed  or  not,  is  a  matter  which 
I  did  not  expect  would  be  discussed 
here.  A  great  many  remarks  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  made  would 
be  very  fair  and  pertinent  if  he 
were  a  member  of  the  other  House 
and  were  discussing  this  matter  in  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  The  offices 
are  authorized  by  the  Bill,  but  the 
expenses  attached  to  them  are  within  the 
control  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it 
is  for  that  House  to  see  whether  the 
:(1 0,000,  which  the  hon.  gentleman  finds 
«a  he:ivy  an  expenditure  for  that  Depart- 
ment, should  be  granted,  or  whether  it 
should  be  curtailed,  and  no  doubt  the 
House  will  do  their  duty  wJien  the  mat- 
flon.  Mr,  Pow&r^ 


ter  is  befoi-e  them.  Then,  with  refer- 
ence to  sending  a  Protestant  minister 
down  to  Caughnawaga,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man is  correct  on  that  point,  but  the 
attention  of  the  Government  having  been 
called  to  it,  instructions  were  issued  by 
the  Department  that  the  minister  must 
be  withdrawn,  which  were  complied  with. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU— He  was  obliged 
to  leave  the  place. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL-- 
That  may  be.  He  received  the 
instructions  from  the  Department  to 
withdraw,  and,  perhaps,  without  those 
instructions  he  might  have  been  expelled. 
With  reference  to  the  position  in  which 
the  lands  of  the  Indians  in  Caughnawaga 
are  placed,  and  proceedings  against  them 
in  court,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Bill 
places  them  in  the  only  safe  way — that 
their  lands  are  not  seizable. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU— I  think  the 
hon.  gentleman  has  misunderstood  mer 
I  said  that  they  have  no  right  to  mort- 
gage their  lands,  but  that  their  personal 
property  should  be  subject  to  seizure, 
and  that  they  ought  to  have  the  right  to 
sue  and  be  sued,  but  that  the  common  pro- 
perty of  the  tribe  should  not  be  placed  in 
that  position. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
I  do  not  think  that  is  the  right 
way.  If  you  allow  the  Indians  to  be 
sued,  and  their  properties  to  be  seized 
under  execution,  the  superior  intelli- 
gence of  the  white  people,  and  their 
superior  aggi^ssiveness  and  thirst  for 
money  would  probably  soon  leave 
the  Indians  without  chattels  or  lands, 
and  the  only  way  to  keep  them 
in  possession  of  their  pro^^erty  is  to  leave 
them  as  this  Bill  does.  With  reference 
to  the  education  of  the  Indians,  I  think 
I  can  meet  the  views  expressed  by  some 
hon.  members  of  this  House.  I  have  an 
amendment,  which  I  propose  to  submit  at 
the  proper  time,  which  the  hon.  Senator 
from  De  Ladurantaye,  (Mr.  Chapais) 
has  seen  and  approved  of,  and  which  will 
meet  this  difficulty.  The  hon.  Senator 
from  Halifax  objects  to  the  Bill  as  being 
unnecessarily  long,  and  really  involving 
•nly  the  few  changes  expressed  in  the 
clauses  from  fcur  to  nine  inclusive.  He 
said  afterwards — ^I  do  not  desire  to  mi»- 
interpret  him  in  any  way — ^that  there 
are  other  changes  of  minor  importance. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Indian  La\ra 


[March  18,  1880.]         ConsoUdation  Bill.         181 


but  very  few,  and  wonders  why,  that 
being  the  case,  there  should  be  a  bill 
of  this  sis^e  when  the  amendments  might 
bave  been  included  in  a  short  bill.  There 
are  two  modes  of  drawing  acts  of  Par- 
liament, and  I  do  not  know  anyone  who 
bas  had  more  experience  in  preparing 
such  measures  than  the  gentleman  at  the 
bead  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 
His  experience  in  that  respect,  as  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Halifax  will  admit,  is 
greater  than  his  own,  and  his  opinion — 
and  he  has  always  acted  upon  that  opinion 
wben  making  changes  like  this — is  that  it 
is  better,  where  there  are  two  or  more 
acts,  to  consolidate  them,  and  introduce 
a  new  measure,  which  will  be  less  likely 
to  lead  people  astray  than  simply  passing 
an  amending  act.  We  all  know 
bow  easy  it  is  to  be  led  astray 
by  measures  amending  acta,  and 
changes  which  are  lost  sight  of,  ^nd 
that  you  have  a  clearer  impression 
of  the  law  by  having  it  all  in  one  act. 
In  this  case  there  were  two  acts,  and  it 
▼as  desired  to  make  a  good  many  changes, 
some  of  importance,  that  have  been 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Halifax,  and  others  that  he  seems  to  con- 
sider trifling,  but  which  are — and  I  think 
the  Committee  will  concur  in  what  I  say 
when  they  come  to  discuss  them — of  con- 
aiderable  importance.  Then  the  question 
was  simply  the  expense  of  printing  thu 
Bill.  I  must  say  that  T,  for  one,  defer 
▼ery  gladly  to  the  views  taken  by  the 
Minister  who  prepared  this  Bill,  and  I 
am  quite  ready  to  believe  that  it  is  a 
simple,  plain  and  effective  way  of  doing 
ik»  and  one  most  likely  to  lead  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  Indian  law.  The 
hon  gentleman  must  remember  that  this 
Act  is  to  be  interpreted  and  carded  out, 
not  by  people  who  have  an  opportunity 
of  referring  to  the  Statute  book, 
hut  by  Indian  agents,  Indian  chiefs  and 
interpretera  in  all  parts  of  the  Dom- 
inion. If  the  law  were  in  several  acts 
amending  kcts,  what  confusion  would 
reault,  and  how  difficult  it  would  be  for 
those  who  have  the  administration  of 
the  law  to  6nd  out  what  the  law  is,  and 
what  additional  obstacles  would  be 
placed  iu  the  way  of  obtaining  obedience 
to  a  law  that  is  to  be  searched  out  in 
that  way  !  These  considerations,  I 
think,  are  quite  sufficient  to  justify  the 
Committee  in  believing,  as  I  hope  they 
Hon.  Sir  Alex.  CampbeU. 


will  believe,  that  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  in  consolidating  all  the  Acts  in 
one  bill,  has  done  wisely.  I  explained, 
the  other  day,  why  it  was  thought  desir- 
able to  appoint  a  deputy  head  for  thia 
Department.  The  volume  of  Indian 
affairs  has  inci-eased  greatly  of  late  yeai-s. 
Instead  of  having  to  deal  with  ten  thou- 
sand Indians  in  Lower  Canada,  and  fif- 
teen thousand  in  Upper  Canada,  tho 
Department  has  now  to  deal  with  99,690 
altogether.  That  changes  the  position  of 
the  Department  very  much  indeed,  and 
in  such  a  way  as  to  justify  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  deputy  head,  and  not  only  so, 
but  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  thomselve* 
are  changed  altogether.  It  is  not  only 
administering  the  affairs  of  1 00,000  scat- 
tered all  over  the  country,  but  it  is  deal- 
ing with  these  Indians  in  a  peculiar 
slate,  when  a  good  many  of  them  require 
assistance  to  prevent  them  from  starving,, 
when  efioiia  are  being  rantle  to  educate 
them  in  the  habits  of  civilized  life,  and  to- 
teach  them  to  farm  and  to  earn  their 
own  subsistence.  All  these  things  in- 
crease enormousl  y  the  labors  of  the  De- 
partment, and  involve  very  large  expen- 
ditures. There  are  large  additional 
subsidies,  not  paid  out  en  bloc]  but  dis- 
tributed to  individual  Indians  in  small 
sums.  All  these  things  involve  a  p:reat 
deal  of  work  and  expense,  which  would 
justify,  not  merely  the  creation  of  a 
deputy  head,  but  of  a  new  department, 
and,  if  such  a  department  wei'e  created,  it 
would  have  as  mu';h  to  do,  and,  perhaps,. 
moi*e  than  some  of  the  existing  depart-^ 
ments. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  wish  ta  know 
why  a  gentleman  can  do  more  work,  or 
do  it  better,  as  a  deputy  head  than  as  a. 
clerk  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  hon.  gentleman  thinks  that 
he  has  hit  a  nail  very  accurately 
on  the  head.  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  increase  the  staff  of  the- 
Department  by  this  Bill,  nor  to  augment 
the  salaries.  It  is  proposed  to  convert  a 
first  clerk  into  a  deputy  head.  How 
will  that  enable  him  to  perform  his 
duties  better,  the  hon.  gentleman  asks  ? 
Because  it  gives  him  a  distinctive 
authority,  and  enables  him  to  carry  on 
the  affairs  of  the  department  by  himself, 
in    many   instances   without  the  delaya 
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which  would  be  involved  by  having  to 
wait  for'  the  action  of  the  head  of  the 
Department.  The  Minister  of  the 
Interior  is  the  head  of  the  Government, 
«s  well  as  of  the  department,  and  it  is 
impossible  for  him  to  give  the  attention 
to  the  details  of  this  Indian  branch  that 
he  would  like  to  give  them,  and  the 
powers  of  a  deputy  head  ai*e- 
necessary  to  conduct  the.  Indian 
afiairs.  To  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, the  deputy  head  is  head  of 
the  Indian  Depai*tment.  That  is  an 
advantage,  and  a  very  great  advantage  it 
is.  The  expense  involved  by  the  change 
is  a  bagatelle.  The  first  clerk  gets  now 
^2,100  or  $2,200,  but,  as  a  deputy  head, 
he  will  get  $3,200.  Nobody  will  suppose 
that  the  Government  is  altering  the  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  this  gentleman 
an  increased  salary.  That  is  not  the 
statesmanlike  conduct  which  even  the 
hon.  member  from  Halifax  would  attri- 
bute to  the  Government. 

The  first  six  clauses  were  adopted. 

On  the  7  th  clause, 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  :  I  rise  to  ex- 
press my  (^issent  from  the  dictum  of  the 
leader  of  the  Government,  wherein  he 
says  that  my  hon.  friend  from  DeLorim- 
ier  (Mr.  Bureau)  ought  not  to  discuss 
the  question  of  the  cost  incidental  to 
these  changes.  I  think  it  is  very  proper 
to  discuss  the  expenditure  involved  in 
the  passage  of  any  bill  which  may,  for 
the  moment,  be  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  In  fact,  we  know  that, 
in  past  years,  the  expenditure  of  the 
Dominion  formed  a  very  prominent  sub- 
ject of  debate  in  this  Chamber,  session 
after  session,  and  bills  have  frequently 
been  rejected  by  the  Senate  on  the  ground 
that  they  entailed  additional  expense 
on  the  Exchequer  of  Canada.  The 
Bill  itself,  as  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Halifax  has  explained,  does 
not  involve  many  changes  beyond  the 
formation  of  a  new  sub-department  of  the 
Government  and  the  introduction  of 
certain  clauses  which  affect  the  Indians. 
As  far  as  the  changes  affecting  the 
Indians  are  concerned,  they  all  seem  in 
the  right  direction,  giving  the  Depart- 
ment more  control  over  minors,  and 
giving  them  arbitrary  and  quick  power 
over  the  distnbution  of  the  'estates  of 
intestate  Indians.  As  to  the  general 
terms  oi  the  measure,  I  find  no  fault 
Hon,  Sir  Alex,  (JampbeiL 


whatever  wit&  it,  beyond  the  doubtful 
propi*icty  of  the  increased  cost  which  the 
adoption  of  a  sub-department  of  the 
Government  involves  ;  because  we 
know  that  those  things  are  very 
apt  to  grow  and  it  may  be  that, 
some  day  or  other,  it  will  be  found 
necessary,  as,  indeed,  the  hon.  the 
leader  of  the  Government  in  this  House 
foreshadows,  to  put  a  head  upon  the 
Department,  and  give  it  a  minister, 
instead  of  having  it  under  the  gentleman 
who  now  controls  the  Department  of  the 
Interior.  The  hon.  Senator  from  De 
Lorimier  called  attention  to  some  veiy 
grave  and  serious  expenditures,  more 
particularly  in  British  Columbia,  where 
W9  find  that,  last  year,  over  $48,000  was 
expended,  of  which  less  than  $10,000  was 
paid  to  the  Indians  themselves,  for  their 
actual  relief  and  assistance,  the  balance 
going  for  payment  oi  commissioners, 
agents,  etc.  That  seems  a  very  great 
disproportion.  With  reference  to  the 
Indian  reserves  in  British  Columbia,  the 
subject  is  a  very  large  and  important 
one,  and  I  hope  that  the  Government, 
while  they  are  making  changes  in 
their  Indian  policy,  will  see  that 
Biitish  Columbia  be  induced  to  deal 
more  justly  with  the  aborigines  in  the 
future  than  in  the  past.  While  the  late 
Government  were  in  office,  a  good  deal 
of  correspondenee  passed  between  Brit 
ish  Columbia  and  the  Dominion  with 
reference  to  the  qu'^tion.  At  the  time 
of  Confederation  it  was,  evidently, 
assumed,  as  appears*  by  the  Minutes  of 
Council  and  Act  of  Union,  that  the 
condition  of  the  Indians  in  that  Pro- 
vince was  somewhat  similar  to  that  of 
the  Indians  in  other  parts  of  the  Dom- 
inion. It  would  seem,  from  the  reading 
of  the  clause  in  the  Act  of  Union  upon 
this  subject,  that  British  Columbia 
was  extremely  anxious  that  our  treat- 
ment of  the  Indians  should  not  be 
less  liberal  than  their  treatment  had 
previously  been.  On  investigation,  it  was 
found  that  the  Indians  of  that  province 
had  practically  been  robbed  of  their  terri- 
tory, the  Indian  title  never  having  been 
extinguished,  and  that  the  country  had 
never  been  purchased  from  the  Indians, 
as  is  the  custom  in  other  parts  of  the 
Dominion.  The  colonists  who  settled  in 
that  country  had,  apparently,  taken  pos- 
session of  it,  and   declined  to  recognise 
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that  the  Indians  had  any  prerogative  or 
right  to  the  territory.  The  knowledge 
that  a  very  different  policy  had  been 
pursued  towards  the  Indians  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  naturally  led  to  very 
angry  feelings  on  the  part  of  the 
Indiana  of  British  Columbia.  When 
When  the  Indian  title  was  being  extin- 
guished by  treaties,  on  the  east  side  ol 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  those  in  British 
Oolumbia  became  cognizant  of  the  liberal 
treatment  that  the  Federal  Government 
was  meting  out  to  the  Indians  in  that 
section — the  payment  not  ooly  of  large 
sums  annually,  but  the  allotment  of  large 
reserves  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their 
onlinary  pursuits  of  fishing  and  hunting. 
This  knowledge  led  to  very  serious  irrita- 
tion among  the  Indians  of  British  Colum- 
bia, and  I  am  not  aware  that  the  contro- 
versy that  was  opened  up  a  few  years 
ago,  has  been  brought  to  a  close.  I 
tliink,  myself,  that  it  is  a  very  grave 
question,  and  this  large  expenditure,  to 
which  allusion  has  been  made,  of  $48,000, 
is  simply  the  result  of  this  misunder- 
standing that  has  prevailed  with  the 
Indians  of  British  Columbia.  It  was 
natural  to  assume  that,  when  that  Pro- 
vince came  into  the  Union,  the  Indians 
would  not  be  a  tax  upon  Canada,  from 
the  wording  of  the  paragraph  in  tha 
wiginal  Act  of  Union,  but  the  fact  that 
a  sum  of  nearly  $50,000  was  spent  last 
year  on  that  account  is  ample  evidence  to 
prove  that  a  very  grave  item  of  expendi- 
ture is  involved  in  the  British  Columbia 
Indian  question.  My  opinion  is,  that 
the  Indian  reserves  in  that  Pro- 
vince were  entirely  too  small ;  that  the 
area  allotted  by  the  Local  Government 
was  entirely  too  restricted.  The  tribes 
of  British  Columbia  are  rather  superior 
to  those  of  any  other  part  of  the  conti- 
nent. Many  of  them  are  owners  ot  con- 
siderable herds  of  cattle,  and  their  ten- 
dency IS  to  improve  their  condition  in 
the  ways  followed  in  civilized  life.  They 
take  to  trading  more  readily  than  Indian 
tribes  of  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and,  therefore,  it  would  have 
been  highly  desirable  if  we  had  encou- 
raged that  tendency.  The  Government 
of  British  Columbia  should  have  been 
compelled,  in  some  way  or  other,  to  allot 
to  the  Indians  such  lands  as  would  en- 
able them  to  develop  such  capacity  as 
ihey  gire  evidence  of,  because  a  great 
Hon.  Mr.  Scott. 


many  of  them  have  acquired  considerable 
means  by  trading  with  the  whites,  and 
by  the  natural  increase  of  their  stock. 
But  it  appears  to  me  that  the  narrow 
|X)licy  of  British  Columbia  rather  de- 
feated itself,  and  led  to  this  grave  ques- 
tion, and  to  the  expenditure  of  this 
heavy  sum  of  $50,000  for  Indian  service 
in  British  Columbia  in  one  year.  The 
Indians,  feeling  indignant  at  the  manner 
in  which  they  had  been  treated,  natur- 
ally threatened  reprisals,  and  I  under- 
stand that  this  large  expenditure  is 
entirely  due  to  our  endeavor  to  bring 
about  such  a  settlement  as  will  satisfy 
the  Indian  claim.  I  draw  attention  to 
this  subject  because  I  think  it  is  time 
when  it  ought,  in  conjunction  with  this 
Indian  Bill,  to  be  considered,  and  I  trust 
that  this  Government  will  use  all  the 
influence  that  they  can  to  bring  about 
such  a  settlement  of  this  British  Colum- 
bia Indian  question  as  will,  in  the  future, 
save  us  from  such  heavy  outlay. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— If  I  had 
been  aware  that  this  particular  phase  of 
the  Indian  question  was  likely  to  be  dis- 
cussed at  any  such  length,  and  in  such  a 
manner  as  it  has  been  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  I 
might  have  been  prepared  to  reply  to 
the  extraordinary  charges  he  has  made 
against  the  Governments  of  the  late 
Colony  of  British  Columbia.  The  hon. 
Senator  began  with  an  expression  which 
seemed  to  me  to  come  with  the  worst  pos- 
sible grace  from  a  gentleman  who  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Government  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada.  He  has  stated 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Indians  of  Bri 
tish  Columbia  had  been  practically  robbed 
by  the  Government  of  that  Province  be- 
fore it  became  an  integral  part  of  the 
Dominion  of  Cani^ia. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  am  prepared  to 
prove  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— That  ex- 
pression is  one  which  I  think  the  hon. 
gentleman,  on  second  thoughts,  should 
not  have  made  use  of.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  an  assertion  that,  even  if  it  bore 
the  least  semblance  of  truth,  comes  with 
bad  grace  from  the  ex-Secretary  of  State, 
or  from  any  past  or  present  member  of 
the  Dominion  Government,  as  applied  to 
the  acts  of  the  Government  of  a  province 
before  Confederation.      He  proceeded  to 
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emphasize  what  he  had  said  by  adding 
that  it  had  been  the  objeq^b  of  the 
Government  of  the  Imperial  Colony  of 
British  Cohimbia  to  give  to  the  Indians 
the  very  worst  reserves  of  land  they 
could  pick  out  for  that  purpose.  The 
mere  fact  that  the  hon.  gentleman  has 
made  such  an  assertion  is  proof  that  he 
has  spoken  on  the  subject  u|)on  glaringly 
incorrect  premises  and  without  sufficient 
data.  Prior  to  Confederation,  the 
Indians  of  British  Columbia  had  always 
had  reserved  to  them  the  localities  which 
they  had  occupied  before  the  white 
people  came  to  British  Columbia,  as 
being  the  most  valuable  part  of  the 
colony,  and  these  reserves  were  always 
allowed  to  them,  yet  the  hon. 
gentleman  tells  us  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  British  Columbia  had  robbed 
the  Indians  of  their  lands,  and  had 
picked  out  for  their  oc:;upation  the 
worst  locations  that  could  possibly  be 
found.  Up  to  a  certain  point,  the  course 
taken  by  Hiy  hon.  friend  has  a  shadow  of 
foundation.  These  reserves  were  not, 
perhaps,  sufficiently  large  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  intended  ;  but, 
as  I  said  before,  up  to  Confederation,  the 
Government  had  not  only  allowed  the 
Indians  all  the  land  they  had  occupied, 
but  any  ^other  lands  they  made  applica- 
tion for,  for  their  own  use  and  bene6t 
for  all  time  to  come.  I  defy  the  hon. 
gentleman  to  shew  that  this  was  not  the 


Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— When  the  Biitish 
colonists  first  went  there,  who  had  pos- 
session of  the  country  1  I'he  hon.  gen- 
tleman talks  of  giving  to  the  Indians  ; 
the  Indians  allowed  the  white  people  to 
come  in. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— The  hon. 
gentleman  can  supply  the  answer  to  his 
own  question  as  well  as  I  can.  What 
I  contend  is,  that  the  policy  of  the 
colony  of  British  Columbia  towards  the 
Indians  was  one  of  the  most  liberal 
policies  that  could  possibly  be  adopted, 
and  the  success  of  that  policy  shewed 
the  wisdom  of  the  ground  on  which  it 
was  founded,  and,  further  than  that,  the 
satisfaictory  terms  on  which  the  Indians  had 
always  lived  up  to  the  time  of  the  Union 
shewed  that  the  policy  of  the  local 
Government  was  entirely  satisfactory  to 
the  Indians  themselves.  I  have  been  a  | 
Hon,  Mr,  ComwqilU 


resident  of  British  Columbia  for  many 
years — nearly  'the  full    number  of  the 
years  that   British    Columbia  has  been 
occupied  by  whites — and  I  must  say  that, 
up  to  the  time  of  Confederation,  no  dis- 
tinct classes  or  races  of  people  could  have 
lived  on   better  terms  than  the   Indian 
tribes  of  that  Province   and   the  white 
people  who  had  settled  amongst  them  ; 
and,  at  Confederation,  all  that  was  pro- 
posed in  relation  to  the  Indians  was,   as 
my  hon.   friend    has  quoted    from   the 
Terms  of  Union,   that  che   Indians   of 
British  Columbia  should  be  treated  with 
no  less  liberality  than  had  formerly  been 
their  lot.     If  they  had  since  then   been 
treated  in  exactly  the  same  spirit  as  they 
were  prior  to  Confederation,  the  same 
satisfaction  and  good  ft  eling  would  exist- 
between  them  and  the  white  people  to- 
day ;  but  what  is  the  facti     Ever  since 
Confederation  it  seemed  to  be  thought 
necessary  by  the  authorities  of  Canada 
that  they  should,  more  or  less,  interfere 
with  the  peculiar  state  of  affairs  in  that 
Province.     In  some  way  or  other  it  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  our  Indians  that  the 
tribesinother  partsof  the  I>ominion,under 
entirely    different,  circumstances,    wore 
ti-eated  in  apparently  a  better  way  than 
the  Indians  of  British   Columbia.     They 
were  led  to  suppose   that,  by   making   a 
little  trouble   on   the  subject,  enormous 
reser^  es  would  be  gi-anted  for  their  bene- 
fit,  far  beyond    what    they    had    been 
accustomed*  to,    or   would  have  any  use 
for,  and  that   they   would    be  subsidized 
and    petted    in    various   ways.      These 
changes,   in   regard   to  the  policy  to  be 
pursued     towards      them,      they     were 
taught     to      expect,      and       tie      un- 
fortunate part  of  it  is   this  :   that,  while 
they  have  been  encouraged  to  expect  tbia 
and  that  to  be  done  for  them  during  the 
long  years  that  have   elapsed   since  Con- 
federation,  the   promises   made   to    the^ 
Indians   have   not  been  carried  out,  and 
nothing,  so  to  speak,  has   been  done  in 
the  direction  in  which  they  wei-e  induced 
to  look  with  hopeful  feelings.     Such  are 
the    sole  reasons  why,    at   the    present 
moment,    there    is    any    dissatisfaction 
among  the  Indians  in  British  Columbia, 
Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Is  not  one  of  thfr 
present  objects  of  the  Land  Commission  in 
British  Columbia  to  allot  to  the  Indians, 
a  larger  ai'ea   than   ihey  had  before  that 
colony  came  into  the  Union? 
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Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— If  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  done  me  the  honor  to  listen 
to  what  I  was  saying,  he  would  have 
heard  me  state  that  I  confessed  that  the 
amount  of  land  that  the  Indians  pre- 
yioaslj  held  was  not  qaite  so  large  as 
they  might  be  entitled  to  ;  bnt  will  the 
hon.  gentleman  listen  now  while  I  assert, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that,  up  to 
the  time  of  Confederation,  every  acre  of 
land  the  Indiaris  had  asked  for,  for  their 
own  use,  had  been  given  to  theiA  1  He 
has  also  complained  of  the  expense  of 
the  Indian  Reserve  Land  Commission, 
hut  at  whose  door  shall  that  lie  1  That 
Oomuiission  was  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
himself  was  a  leading  member.  I  do  not 
know  on  whose  advice,  or  what  induced 
the  Government  of  ihat  hon.  gentleman 
to  make  such  an  arrangement  as  they 
did,  as  to  the  way  in  which  these  reserves 
should  be  allotted,  but  I  say  this :  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  and  his  colleagues. 
in  the  whole  course  of  the  five  years  of 
mismanagement,  expense  and  extrava- 
gance which  characterized  their  conduct 
of  affairs,  never  made  a  greater  mistake 
than  in  the  policy  they  adopted  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Indians  of  British  Col- 
umbia. The  whole  thing  has  been 
done  in  the  most  reckless  and 
extravagant  and,  beyond  that,  in  a 
most  foolish  way.  The  Government  of 
Canada  of  that  day  had  among  their 
offi'cials  in  British  Columbia  a  body  of 
men  (tho  former  Stipendiary  Magistrates 
of  the  colony)  who  had  a  thorough 
aoquaintance  with  the  Indians  and  their 
requirements,  anl  with  the  conditioos 
and  necessities  of  the  country,  and  had 
they  been  well  advised  they  would  have 
employed  those  competent  men,  at  a 
comparatively  small  expense,  to  do 
thoroughly  well,  in  a  limited  time,  work 
which,  under  the  present  system,  has  ex- 
tended over  several  years,  with  but  small 
results  as  compared  with  the  monetary 
outlay  attending  it.  The  onus  of  the 
expanse  so  attending  the  present  com- 
mission mnst  be  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  (who  has  made  the 
extraordinary  speech  we  have  listened 
to),  and  his  colleagues  in  the  late  Govern- 
ment, with  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
"  robbery  "  of  the  Indians — for  that  is 
the  trrm  he  made  use  of.  I  ask 
Uie  hon.  gentleman  where  the 
Hon,  Mr.  Scott. 


"  robbery "  oomes  in,  and  whether 
it  is  not  when  you  go  to  a  race 
of  unsophisticated  people  who  know  no- 
thing of  the  value  of  the  land  you  wish  to 
obtain,  and  ask  them  to  dispose  of  the 
inalienable  title  to  it  in  perpetuity  to  you 
for  a  ridiculously  small  sum  of  money,, 
or  the  equivalent  of  money?  That  is 
what  I  consider  robbing  the  Indians,  and 
1  hope  that  policy  will  never  be  adopted 
in  British  Columbia.  The  Indians  of 
that  Province,  up  to  the  last  few  yeara, 
never  supposed  for  a  moment  that  they 
held  for  themselves  the  fee  simple  to  the 
lands  of  British  Columbia. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Who  hold  it  t 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— T  say  that 
tha  Indians  never  entertained  that  idea 
until  it  was  put  into  their  heads,  and  the 
utter  uselessness  of  inducing  them  ta 
think  it  is  so  vested  in  themselves.  The 
madness  of  the  act  which  would  try  to 
persuade  them  so  to  think,  and  the  want 
of  morality  which  would  enable  Govern- 
ment having  so  induced  them  to  believe, 
to  go  the  next  moment  and  o&er  them  a 
mean  pittance  for  the  surrender  of  their- 
title,  is  an  idea  which  I  did  not  suppose 
even  the  hon.  gentleman  himself  would 
have  promulgated  in  the  way  he  has. 
There  is  one  part  of  the  hon.  gentlemdin's 
speech  with  which  I  can  agree.  He 
spoke  of  the  superior  character  of  the 
Indians  of  British  Columbia,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  acquired 
proj)erty.  Under  what  circumst*ince» 
did  they  acquii*e  it  ?  Was  it  from  being 
held  in  a  state  of  tutelage,  and  from 
being  prevented  from  mixing  on  equal 
terms  with  the  other  citizens  of  the 
country  which  they  occupy  1  Is  it  from 
preventing  them  from  sueing  or  being 
sued  1 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— They  have  the 
same  right  to  that  property  that  William 
Penn  recognized  when  he  purchased  the 
State  of  Pennnylvania  from  the  Indians  ; 
they  have  the  same  right  that  the  British 
Crown  acknowledged  the  Indians  on  this 
part  of  the  continent  where  wo  are  now 
standing  {)ossessed,  only  very  much 
stronger,  because  the  aborignal  popula- 
tion in  British  Columbia  was  thi-ee  times 
as  large  in  proportion  to  the  habitable- 
area  of  the  country. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— I  was 
asking,  the  hon.   gentleman   whether  he- 
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thought  it  was  by  holding  these  Indians 
in  a  state  of  tutelage,  or  as  children  that 
they  acquired  this  property  he  speaks  of  1 
Was  it  not  because  they  were  put  on 
exactly  the  same  footing  as  the  whites  in 
British  Columbia  1  Was  it  not  because 
they  enjoy  the  same  rights  and  immuni- 
ties ;  and  was  it  not  because  they  were 
protected  by  the  same  laws  and  transact- 
ed their  business,  took  care  of  their  own 
affairs,  and  were  encouraged  and  protect- 
ed in  every  way,  that  the  British  Colum- 
bia Indians  have  been  more  successful 
chan  the  Indians  of  any  other  parts  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  ?  These  are  the 
reasons,  and  such  are  the  causes,  wliicb 
have  enabled  the  Indians  of  my  Province 
to  occupy  and  cultivate  comparatively 
large  tracts  of  country,  and  to  accumu- 
late personal  property.  In  my  own 
neighborhood  there  are  several  Indian 
farms  that  number  hundreds  of  acres  in 
extent,  cultivated  year  by  year,  and  the 
proceeds  are  disposed  of  just  in  the  same 
way  as  the  products  of  white  settlers* 
farms  would  bo.  Therefore,  I  think,  if 
we  take  all  these  things  into  considera- 
tion, it  must  be  allowed  that  the  policy 
which  had  been  in  operation  in 
British  Columbia  prior  to  the  Union 
must  have  been  one  eminently  suited  to 
to  the  wants  of  the  Indians  and  the 
character  of  the  country  in  which  they 
lived.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  the 
hon.  gentleman  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  Indians  of  British  Columbia  should 
not  be  a  tax  on  the  resources  of  Canada. 
That  is  a  hope  which  I  and  every  in- 
habitant of  British  Columbia  will  echo 
in  the  most  heartfelt  manner.  If  you 
consult  any  British  Columbian  on  this 
subject  he  will  tell  you  that  the  Indians 
are  perfectly  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves ;  that  they  are  intelligent,  honest, 
straightforward  people,  who  are  only  too 
willing  to  engage  in  the  ordinary  occupa- 
tions which  other  persons  in  the  same 
position  of  lite  follow.  They  are  em- 
ployed in  every  class  of  labor ;  they 
should  be,  and  are  of  great  economic 
value  to  the  Dominion,  and  all  that 
British  Columbians  will  ask  of  you  will 
be  to  leave  the  Indians  in  the  same  posi- 
tion in  which  you  found  them  at  the 
time  of  CouMeration.  Do  not  go  over 
there  and  meddle  ;  do  not  put  ideas 
into  their  heads  for  which  there  is  no 
-necessity  ;  do  not  think  that,  because  in 
Hon.  Mr,  Cornwall, 


this  part  of  Canada  you  have  been 
more  or  less  successful  in  the  treatment 
of  Indians  who  exist  under  totally 
different  circumstances,  that  the  same 
considerations  must  guide  you  in  the 
management  of  Indian  affairs  in  British 
Columbia.  The  conditions  are  perfectly 
distinct,  and,  if  I  am  to  argue  from  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  arc  condi- 
tions which  are  not  understood,  and 
which  cannot  be  understood  by  those 
who  reside  in  the  centre  of  Ontario. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  did  not  suppose, 
when  I  commented  upon  the  British 
Columbian  policy,  that  my  remarks 
would  give  rise  to  an  angry  debate. 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat  has,  I  think,  misconceived  a 
large  part  of  the  statement  that  I  made. 
I  take  this  ground,  and  I  say  that  it  is 
incontrovertible,  that  the  Indian  title  in 
British  Columbia  has  never  been  extin- 
guished, as  it  has  been  in  all  other  parts 
of  the  Dominion,  by  regular  treaties. 
The  policy  laid  down  two  hundred  years 
ago,  and  which  has  been  faithfully  car- 
ried out  in  this  country  ever  since, 
was  to  acquire  the  title  of  the 
Indians  to  their  lands.  The  United 
States  commenced  in  the  same  way,  bat 
of  late  years  they  have  violated  their 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the 
results  are  seen  in  destructive  wars,  en- 
tailing large  loss  of  life  and  heavy  ex- 
pense upon  the  nation.  The  Indiana  in 
British  Columbia  are  some  46,000  in 
number,  nearly  as  many  as  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  Dominion.  Before  the 
Province  was  united  to  Canada  the 
aborigines  took  care  of  themselves.  The 
whites  were  few  in  number,  and  were 
not  able  to  cope  with  the  Indians.  A 
few  years  ago  this  Indian  question 
cropped  up,  inasmuch  as  the  tribes 
objected  to  being  restricted  to  the  small 
reserves  alloted  to  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Province.  The  whites,  who 
formed  less  than  a  fourth  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Province,  tried  to  restrict  the 
Indians  to  ten  acres  for  each  of  their 
number.  The  hon.  Senator  from  Ashcroft 
says  that  if  we  had  let  the  Indians  alone 
no  trouble  would  have  arisen.  I  suppose 
not ;  the  tribes  would  have  obtained  the 
mastery.  The  commission  which  was 
formed  to  settle  the  Indian  dif&oulty 
was  8  necessity,  to  avert  bloodshed  in 
the  Province. 
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Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— No,  no  ! 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— The  hon.  gentle- 
man says  *'  No"  but  I  am  sure  that  the 
leader  of  the  Government  in  this  HouHe, 
if  he  will  consult  the  docuipents  in  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  will  see  that 
appeals  were  made  bj  the  people  of 
British  Columbia  to  send  the 
Mounted  Police  or  an  armed  force  into 
the  Proyinee  to  protect  them  from  the 
Indians. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
am  not  aware  th:it  auj  such  appeals 
'were  made. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Well,  I  am  aware 
that  appeals  were  made  for  armed 
assistance,  and  the  Commission  was 
organized  for  the  very  purpose  of 
endeavoring  to  conciliate  ijie  Indians 
and  prevent  an  open  rupture  betveeen 
them  and  the  white  population. 

Hon.  Mr.  NELSON— I  should  like 
to  ask  the  hon.  gentleman  whether  the 
api^eals  for  help  came  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  British  Columbia  or  from  the 
Commissioners  1 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Some  of  them 
from  the  Indian  Commissioners,  and  (I 
apeak  subject  to  correction)  I  think  one 
from  the  Government  of  British 
Columbia,  stating  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  send  son^  of  the  Mounted 
Police  into  the  Province  to  protect  the 
white  population.  However,  although 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Ashcroft  finds 
fault*with  my  strong'  language — it  may 
possibly  be  strong,  but  it  ebout  conveys 
the  true  meaning  of  the  situation — 
he  admits  practically  that  the  Indian 
title  was  not  extinguished.  He  says 
Ihat  the  handful  of  white  settlers  in  the 
Province  treated  the  Indians  with  great 
liberality  when  they  landed  iipon  their 
coast,  and  allotted  to  them,  out  of  their 
own  patrimony,  that  had  belonged  to 
their  tribes  for  centuries,  ten  acres 
.apiece. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL.— 1  beg  ihe 
hon.  gentleman's  pardon;  I  said  nothing 
of  the  sort. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Well,  that  is  the 
Amount  that  they  contemplrted  allotting, 
but  the  Indians  took  good  care  tbat  they 
were  not  to  be  restricted  to  ten  acres 
each,  and  this  Commission  was  the  result 
Hon.  Mr.  ScoU. 


of  a  grave  necessity  to  avert  bloodshed. 
It  was  no  part  of  our  bargain  with 
British  Columbia  that  we  wei-e  to  pay 
these  Indians,  yet  we  were  called  upon 
last  year  to  expend  nearly  (50,000  for 
that  purpose.  Are  we  not  justified, 
therefore,  in  pointing  to  that  fact  as 
evidence  that  the  state  of  afiairs  in 
British  Columbia,  in  reference  to  the 
Indians,  is,  to  use  a  mild  term,  ex- 
tremely unsatiBfacV)ry?  The  hon.  gentle- 
man takes  exception  to  what  I  said,  but 
is  not  prepared  to  controvert  the  main 
proposition  which  I  laid  down — that  the 
Indian  title  in  British  Columbia  was  not 
extinguished,  and,  therefore,  the  Indians 
were  justified  in  refusing  to  accept  the 
reserves  allotted  them  by  the  Act  of  the 
Local  Legislature. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— I  happen 
to  be  one  of  the  handful .  of  men  who 
landed  in  British  Columbia.  I  arrived 
there  in  1 85 1 ,  and  I  know  that,  instead  of 
treating  the  Indians  unjustly,  they  were 
treated  most  justly,  called  together  by 
Governor  Sir  James  Douglas,  who  told 
them  that  he  wished  to  purchase  certain 
parts  of  their  lands  with  a  view  to  set- 
tling upon  them.  The  Indians  ssCid 
"  Yes,  we  will  give  you  our  lands  if  you 
will  pay  us  for  them,  and  we  will  keep 
some  for  ourselves.'*  The  lands  were 
purchased  and  paid  for  in  blankets,  guns 
and  goods  of  diiSerent  kinds. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCoTT— Did  you  settle  in 
that  way  with  all  the  tribes  1 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— No ;  but 
we  settled  with  part  of  them  and  they 
selected  the  reserves.  There  is  now, 
opposite  the  city  of  Victoria,  a  reserve 
of  seventy  acres,  only  five  of  which  they 
occupy.  It  is  a  well  known  faet  that 
prior  to  the  union  of  the  Province  with 
Canada,  the  Indians  never  had  any 
complaints,  never  complained  of  small 
reserves,  and  that  is  why  this  clause  was 
put  in  the  Union  Act.  Our  people 
treated  the  Indians  fairly  and  justly. 
All  that  they  asked  for  was  that  the 
Indians  should  be  treated  as  liberally  as 
they  had  been  before.  The  Indians 
never  claimed  moi'e  of  the  country  than 
their  own  reserves,  never  claimed  the 
whole  country,  and,  so  long  as  those 
reserves  were  guaranteed  to  them,  that 
was  all  that  was  required.  Treaties  ex- 
tinguishing   titles  were    not   necessary. 
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But,  directly  the  Indian  ConimisBioners 
were  appointed,  and  the  Government 
ot  this  country  began  te  deal  with  the 
question,  there  were  complaints.  The 
dissatisfaction  was  excited  by  the  clergy 
and  piiests  in  the  country,  who  urged 
them  to  demand  large  reserves.  This  is 
the  impression  :  that  it  was  the  work  of 
designing  men^  those  who  knew  the 
Indians  had  no  fear  of  bloodshed.  In 
connection  with  the  reserves,  a  great 
evil  is  being  wrought.  There  is  a  whole- 
sale sacrifice  of  good  lands  to  the  Indians, 
who  will  never  utilize  them,  and  white 
people  will  be  prevented  from  settling 
there.  So  far  frem  the  Indians  object- 
ing to  the  presence  of  the  whites  amongst 
them,  it  so  happen5  that  thoy  were  glad 
to  have  tkem  in  the  country.  At  one 
place  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  built 
a  fort,  which  they  subsequently  decided 
to  abandon.  When  the  Indians  heard 
of  their  intention,  they  tried  to  prevent 
them  from  going,  and  the  whites  had 
actually  to  abandon  that  fort,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  and  escape  in  their 
ships.  The  Indians  were  determined  to 
keep  tkem,  because  they  had  the  benefit 
of  their  trade  and  their  protection  from 
other  tribes.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  ever  found  it 
necessHry  tc  pay  for  the  sites  of  their 
forts,  because  the  Indians  were  always 
glad  to  have  them  in  the  country.  With 
regard  to  the  size  of  the  reserves,  ten 
acres  would,  in  some  parts  of  the  Pro« 
vince,  be  large  enough.  A  family  ot 
five  would  be  entitled  to  fifty  acras,  and 
that  is  more  land  than  they  could  use. 
In  other  parts  of  the  country,  where 
there  is  only  pasture  lands,  larger  re 
V  serves  are  required,  and  larger  areas  are 
allotted  to  tkem,  muoli  of  which  they  do 
not  use 

The  clause  was  adopted. 

The  clauses  following  it,  down  to  the 
26th  inclusive  (with  the  exception  of  the 
llth,  which  was  reserved)  were  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  ODELL,  from  the  Comsiit- 
tee,  reported  that  they  had  made  some 
progress  with  the  Bill,  and  askod  leave 
to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

CANADA    GUARANTEE    COMPANY'S 
AMENDMENT   filLL. 

SECOND    READING. 

Hon.   Mr.    FERRIER     moved     the 
second  readim?  of    BUI  (22)   "Further 
lion.  Mr.  Macdonald, 


to  amend  the  Act  therein  eited,  ineorpo- 
rating  the  Canada  Guarantee  Companji." 
He  said  :  The  only  change  in  the  Bill  was 
to  place  the  double  liability  obligation 
into  positive  stock  as  a  more  permanent 
security  fo^  the  insurers.  The  double 
liability  could  not  be  called  for,  as  mem- 
bers were  aware,  unless  the  Company 
went  into  liquidation  ;  but,  it  being  con- 
verted into  stock,  the  whole  was  avail- 
able. 

Hon.  Mr.  SOOTT  said  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  oppose  the  Bill  in  its  present 
shape,  because  it  was  exceedingly  lais- 
leading.  The  Canada  Guarantee  Com- 
pany had  been  incorporated  in  1852,  yefc 
only  one-fifth  of  the  |50,000  capital 
stock  had  been  paid  up.  In  the  face  of 
this  they  coolly  asked  Parliament 
to  allow  them  to  issue  more  stock  ! 
If  the  Bill  wss  passed  in  its  present 
shape  it  would  relieve  the  stockholders 
of  the  double  liability,  unconditionally. 
They  had  been  granted  their  charier  on 
the  understanding  that  the  shareholders 
should  be  liable  for  double  the  amount  of 
their  stock.  Parliament  should  not  alter 
the  conditions  on  which  the  bonds  of  the 
company  had  been  accepted  as  securities. 
Those  bonds  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the 
Dominion,  and  were  supposed  to  repre- 
sent a  certain  amount  of  security,  which 
the  passage  of  this  Bill  would  diminish. 
That  was  something  which  Parliament 
should  not  sanction.  He  had  examined 
the  notice  of  this  Bill  in  the  Canada 
Gazette,  and  it  professed  to  increase  the- 
stock  of  the  company.  In  his  opihion, 
the  effect  of  the  Bill  was  to  diminish  it, 
because,  if  passed,  the  security  of  those 
who  held  the  bonds  of  the  company 
would  be  decreased.  The  Bill  did  not 
carry  out  what  the  company  asked  for  in 
their  petition.  They  prayed  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  double  liability  clause,*cn 
condition  that  an  equal  amount  of  stock 
was  subscribed.  But  the  latter  part  of 
the  second  clause  of  the  Bill  was  a  separ- 
ate sentence  from  the  rest  of  it,  and  read 
as  follows  : — 

<*  And  it  is  hereby  further  •nacted  that  the 
shareholders  of  the  said  company  shall  not  be 
liable  for  or  charged  with  the  payment  of  any 
debt  or  demand  by  the  company^  beyond  the 
amount  remaining  unpaid  upon  the  shares 
subscribed  for  or  held  by  them  respectively  in 
the  capital  stock  of  the  company.^ 

He  was  inclined  to  think  that  this 
reduced  the  liability  of  the  atockholdeta. 
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to  the  amount  of  their  respective  shares, 
-while  the  charter,  nnder  which  they  had 
•entered  into  transactions  with  the  people 
in  this  and  other  countifes,  distinctly 
stated  that  the  liability  of  each  share- 
holder should  be  double  the  amount  of 
-liis  stock.  Parliament  having  author- 
ized such  a  company  to  go  into  existence, 
thought  it  necessary  to  give  that  pro- 
teetion  to  people  having  dealings  with 
them,  inasmuch  as  the  title  of  the  com- 
pany carried  the  idea  of  perfect  security. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRTER  said  that 
nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
thoughts  of  those  connected  with  the 
company  than  a  desire  to  get  rid  of  their 
zesponsibility.  He  was  perfectly  willing 
that  the  Bill  should  not  go  any  further 
without  being  thoroughly  considered,  but 
^e  could  assure  the  Senate  that  it  had 
been  thoroughly  dsscussed  in  a  commit- 
tee of  the  ot^er  House,  and  the  Bill  Jwas 
so  amended  as  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  public  by  requiring  the  present  stock- 
holders to  subscribe  for  the  entire  new 
stock. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  suggested  thst  the 
Bill  might  be  amended  so  as  to  apply  its 
provisions  to  future  business  only.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  acquiesce  ijft 
that,  he  would  not  op{K)se  the  second 
reading. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERHIER  said  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  amendment ;  it  could 
be  considered  in  the  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders  and  Private  Bills. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Bill  (G)  "  Respecting  the  Dorchester 
Penitentiary." — (Mr.  Aikens.) 

Bill  (H)  "To  amend  the  Dominion 
Lands  Act,  1879."— (Mr.  Aikens.) 

Bill  (I)  "  To  further  continue  in  force, 
for  a  limited  time,  the  Better  Prevention 
of  Crime  Act  of  1878."— (Mr.  Aikens.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  6.10  p.m. 


THE  SENATK 

Friday,  March  19th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o*clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

Uim,  Mr.  Scott 


THE    LAW    AND    TRANSLATORS'      * 
DEPARTMENTS. 

COMMITTEE  APPOINTED. 

Hon.  »ir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  : — 

"  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Commons  to  request  that  they  will  concur  in 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to  be 
composed  equally  of  members  of  both  Houses, 
to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  attended 
with  economy  and  advantage  to  the  public 
service  if  the  law  department  of  each  House 
and  that  of  translation  were  respectively  amal- 
gamated." 

He  said :  A  very  great  economy  has 
resulted  from  the  appointment  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Printing,  and  there 
are  facts  affecting  the  two  departments 
to  which  this  notice  alludes  which  irdi- 
cate  that  a  saving^  might  be  effected  by 
amalgamating  them.  With  reference  to 
the  law  department,  the  duties  of  that 
branch  of  the  public  service  are  chiefly 
performed  by  offLcers  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  We  have  a  law 
clerk  who  is  a  very  efficient  and  capable 
officer,  but  the  duties  devolving  upon  him 
are  not  very  serious ;  the  biUs,  for  the 
most  part,  are  prepared  by  members 
themselves,  or  originate  in  the  other 
Chamber,  although  I  gladly  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  fact  that  the  law  clerk  is 
ready  to,  and  does,  give  his  best  assist- 
ance to  members  in  preparing  bills,  and 
in  fuiTiishing  information  on  all  subjects 
relating  to  his  department.  But  I  think 
it  wiU  strike  hon.  gentlemen  that  there 
may  be  economy  and  advantage  in 
uniting  the  two  branches  of  the  law 
service  of  Parliament,  and,  in  that  way, 
obtain  greater  unity  on  economy  and 
action.  If  that  applies  to  tlie  law 
department,  it  applies  with  still  greater 
force  to  the  translation  department, 
which,  as  it  now  stands,  is  managed  in 
the  way'  which  I  shall  roughly  describe. 
The  various. papers  that  come  before  the 
House  of  Commons  are  translated  by 
the  staff  of  that  House,  and  the  various 
papers  which  come  before  the  Senate  ai*e 
translated  by  the  staff  of  this  House. 
If  a  minister  in  the  Senate  presents  a 
report  of  his  department,  it  falls  to  the 
lot  of  the  translators  hei'e  to  translate  it, 
and  if  a  minister  in  the  other  House 
presents  a  report,  either  in  that  branch 
of  the  Legislature  or  it  is  presented  here, 
equally  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  transla- 
tors of  the  House  of  Commons  to  trans- 
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late  it,  and  the  work  is,  probably,  not 
distributed  in  the  fairest  and  most  econ- 
omical way  amongst  the  translators  of 
both  Houses,  and  I  think  that  economy 
will  result  from  the  proposed  amalgama- 
tioTu  I  thought  that  the  House  would 
desire  to  know,  in  considering  this 
motion,  what  the  expense  has  been, 
during  past  years,  of  those  two  de- 
partments in  each  House.  I  have 
asked  for  statements  of  it,  and  obtained 
them  in  a  rough  way,  but  I  do  not 
desire  to  cite  them  as  being  perfectly 
correct,  or  in  the  way  of  criticism  on  the 
expenditure  of  the  past,  but  simply  as 
containing  facts  which  members  ought  to 
know  in  considering  this  resolution.  It 
has  been  dithcult,  I  am  told,  to  separate 
the  cost  of  the  law  department  from  that 
of  the  translators'  depai*tment,  as  the 
chief  English  and  the  chief  French  trans- 
lators ai*e  also  called  assistant  law  clerks, 
and,  in  reference  to  the  Senate,  the  two 
items  are  given  together — that  is,  the 
cost  of  bjth  services.  The  statements  are 
as  follows  : — 

"The  cost  of  the  law  clerk  and  English 
trauKlator  of  the  Senate,  during  the  past  five 
years,  in  salary,  has  been  1 14,000.  The  cost 
of  the  chief  Krench  translator's  office  in  the 
Senate,  during  the  past  five  years,  in  salaries, 
has  been  $17,600.  The  clerks  of  the  French 
Journals  are  not  included  in  the  House  of 
Commons  statement.  They  cost  in  salaries, 
in  the  Senate  Department,  during  the  past  five 
years,  $10,500.  The  apparent  cost  of  the  law 
department  pnd  of  the  translators'  depart- 
ment for  the  past  five  years,  in  salaries,  has 
been  $93,403  94.  This  sum  does  not  include 
an  annual  appropriation  of  $2,000,  which  is 
within  the  cost.  The  cost  of.  the  law  depart- 
ment is  really  the  salary  of  Mr.  Wickstead, 
amounting  to,  in  five  years,  $17,000." 

In  mentioning  the  name  of  that  gentle- 
man, too,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Montizam- 
bert,  I  wirth  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms 
of  bis  qnalifications.  There  has  been  no 
more  efficient  officer  attached  to  either 
House  than  Mr.  Wickstead,  during  the 
thirty  or  forty  yeara  that  he  has  been 
connected  with  Parliament,  his  services 
extending  into  the  old  Province  of 
Canada.  I  desire,  in  speaking  of  him  and 
of  Mr.  Montizambert,  to  do  so  in  the 
highest  terms,  and  to  express  my  hope 
and  belief  that  nothing  contemplated  in 
this  resolution  will  result  in  any  action 
which  will  not  give  them  the  fairest  con- 
sideration for  their  long  and  valuable 
services.  In  moving  the  adoption  of 
this  motion,  I  do  not  ask  the  House  to 
Bon,  ^»r.  Alex.  CampheU. 


commit  itself  to  anything  more  than  an 
inquiry  which  may  or  may  not  result  in 
action,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  printing,. 
I  thought  it  (fesirable  that  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee should  be  composed  equally  of  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  so  that  this  House 
shall  be  represented,  not  by  the  number  of 
members  in  it,  but  with  reference  to  its 
entity  as  a  House  of  Parliament,  and,  in 
that  respect,  the  practice  which  was 
pursued  wiUi  reference  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, will  be  found  very  valuable.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  this  action  on  our 
part  will  be  acquired  in  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  that  a  joint  committee 
of  both  Houses,  if  the  Senate  concur, 
may  be  looked  for  to  consider  those  two 
points.  Of  course,  until  they  do  so,  the 
Senate  is  committed  to  nothing  except 
that  it  is  desirable  that  the  matter  should 
be  Qpnsidered. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE— I  should 
like  to  ask  the  hon.  the  Minister  of 
Militia,  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Qov^ 
ernment  to  have  a  committee  which -shall 
be  the  head  of  the  translators'  depart- 
ment, or  whether  the  €k>vemment  intend 
to  have  the  appointment  of  the  chief 
officers  at  the  head  of  the  department, 
and,  also,  whether  one  of  the  present 
translators  will  receive  the  appointment  % 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
matter  is  not  to  be  under  the  control  of 
the  committee.  They  are  to  consider 
whether  oV  not  the  two  services  can  be 
safely  and  advantageously  combined,  and 
they  are  to  suggest  the  mo  le  of  combin- 
ing them.  I  apprehend  that,  if  it  is  to 
be  don's  at  all,  the  committee  would 
probably  decide  that  it  should  be  one 
translators'  department,  with  a  certain 
number  of  officers,  whose  salaries  should 
be  so-and-so,  and  that  all  the  translation 
to  be  done  should  be  sent  to  the  chief 
translator,  from  whom  those  under  him 
should  take  their  directions  as  to  the 
translation.  In  the  law  department  I 
should  suppose — ^it  is  merely  a  sup|)0- 
sition — that  a  gentleman  would  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  law  department  of 
both  Houses.  The  department  would 
be  at  the  service  of  both  Houses. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT~The  proposition 
made  by  the  hon.  the  leader  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  this  House  is  one  that,  I 
think,  must  universally  commend  itself 
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to  the  favor  of  the  Senate.  It  is  obvious 
that  no  real  difficulty  can  arise  in  carry- 
ing it  out.  It  does  seem  extraordinary 
that  it  has  not  suggested  itself  before, 
because  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  ex- 
pense could  be  largely  reduced  by  consoli- 
dating the  law  clerks'  branch  and  the 
translators'  branch  of  both  Houses. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BAPTIST    UNION    OF    CANADA    BILL. 
THIRD    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  McMASTKR  moved  that 
the  amendment  made  in  the  Private  Bills 
Committee  to  Bill  (27)  "An  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  Baptist  Union  of  Canada,"  be 
concurred  in. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 


SALARIES    AND    CONTINQENCIBS    OF 
THE    8ENATB. 

MOTION. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
called  v — 

Consideration  of  the  message  of  the 
Commons,  requesting  that  Mr.  LeMoine, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  may  Curnish,  for 
the  use  of  the  Select  Standing  Committee 
on  Pu>>lio  Accounts,  a  statement  of  the 
amount  paid  to  each  mpm^>er  of  the 
Senate  for  indemnity  and  mileage  for  the 
year  1879. 

Also  the  message  of  the  Commons  re- 
questii^  that  Mr.  LeMoine,  the  Clerk  of 
the  Senate,  may  have  leave  to  furnish 
details  of  the  sums  paid  for  salaries  and 
contingencies  of  the  Senate  for  the  year 
ended  3Cth  June,  1879. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said  : 
In  reply  to  this  message  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  I  beg  to  move  the  .following 
resolutions : — 

« 1 .  Seiolve  ,  that  leave  be  given  to  th« 
Clerk  to  furnish  details  of  the  sum  of  $44,098. 1A 
paid  for  aalaries  and  contingencies  of  the 
Senate  for  tbe  year  ending  30th  Jone,  1879. 
ibr  the  use  of  the  Selec^t  Standing  Committee 
of  the  Hoase  of  Commons  on  Pabiic  Aocounto 

«*2.  Retolved^  that  leave  be  given  to  the 
Clerk  to  famish,  for  the  une  of  the  Select 
Btanding  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  Public  Aocoants,  a  detailiid  statement 
of  the  amount  paid  to  each  member  of  the 
Senate  for  indemnity  and  mileage,  and  also  of 
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the  nnmber  of  days  each  Senator  attended  the* 
sittings  of  this  Hoase  during  the  year  1879^ 
as  per  item  of  $83,772.48  in  the  Public 
Accounts  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  187^, 
page  88,  part  n.  The  Senate,  in  giving  this 
leave,  assumes  that  the  said  Select  Committee 
are  about  to  require  the  presentation  to  them 
of  like  infoimation  regarding  the  attendance 
and  indemnity  of  the  members  of  the  Hoi^se 
of  Commons. 

*'  3.  Reiolvid^  that  a  mesrage  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  with  the  above  resolutions, 
and  to  inform  that  House  that,  whilst  fully 
recognising  their  undoubted  right  to  inquire 
into  eyery  branch  of  the  public  expenditure,, 
the  Senate  is  nevertheless  of  opinion  that  the 
critical  examination  of  the  details  of  sach  dis- 
bursements as  those  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going resolutions  is  in  the  interest  of  the  har- 
monious relations  of  the  two  Houses  best  left 
to  the  House  by  whose  order  payment  is 
made.*' 

I  do  not  desire  to  say  anything  upon 
these  resolutions,  iu  presenting  them  U> 
the  House,  except  this  :  that,  with  refer-  ' 
ence  to  the  item  of  indemnity  to  mem- 
bers, the  ride  which  has  been  observed 
in  this  House  is  the  same  as  the  rule- 
which  prevails  in  the  other  branch  of 
Parliament ;  that  it  is  a  r jle  which  htui 
been  sa  ictioned  by  suc'^essive  speakers  in 
both  Houses,  and  approved  of  by  the  law 
officer  of  that  House,  and  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown,  and  that,  in  al  respects, 
the  two  Houses  stand  on  the  same  looting 
and  in  the  same  position  with  reference 
to  these  items. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— If  my  information 
is  correct,  the  accounts  of  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  have  not,  in 
the  past,  been  audited  or  open  to  inspec- 
tion, and  have  not  L)een  made  the  subject 
of  investigation  by  any  committee  of 
that  House.  I  understand  thnt  an  audit 
has  been  made  of  the  accounts  of  Sena- 
tors ;  that  monies  paid  them  for  indemnity 
and  mih»ge,  for  years  past,  have  been 
made  subjects  of  inquiry  and  audit  by  & 
sub-committee  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
tingencies, so  that,  practically,  the  ac- 
counts of  Senators  have  been  submitted 
to  audit  by  an  authority  within  the 
Senate  itself,  while  the  accounts  of  mem- 
bers in  the  other  House,  under  similar 
oircumstanoes,  have  not  been  submitted 
to  any  audit.  While,  therefore,  concu*- 
ring  im  the  proposal  to  submit  senators* 
accounts  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Accounts,  it  seems 
questionable  whether  it  is  good  taste  to 
insist  on   this  information   being   made 
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public,  while  the  accounts  of  members  of 
the  Commons  are  not  to  be  similarly 
treated. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — I  simply  say, 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  indemnity, 
that  I  think,  among  other  peculiar  prac- 
tices, a  rule  has  been  in  force  in  tht 
other  House,  which  has  never  prevailed 
in  the  Senate,  by  which  some  members 
who  only  attended  a  part  of  the  session, 
from  sickness  or  other  causes,  received 
their  indemnity.  Such  a  rule  has  never 
prevailed  in  the  Senate^  and  I  do  not 
think  that  we  have  anything  to  fear  in 
that  respect  in  comparison  with  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— After  the 
leaderof  the  Government  (Sir  Alex.  Camp- 
bell) in  thiR  House  has  taken  the  respon- 
sibility of  framing  the  resolution  which 
he  has  just  placed  before  us,  I  almost 
hesitate  before  venturing  to  express 
what  I  think  of  it.  I  have  great  diffi- 
dence in  my  own  judgment  as  to  the 
course  which  should  be  pursued,  as 
affecting  the  honor  of  this  body.  We 
all  know  that  a  small  portion  of  the 
local  press  of  the  country  has,  for  some 
•time  past,  singled  out  this  Chamber  for 
«evere  criticism.  We  all  know  that 
some  have  even  advocated  the  abolition 
of  the  Senate,  and  we  have  been  repre- 
[|dnted  as  ^te  from  old  age  and 
infirmities,  and  because  we  are  not 
^elected  by  the  people.  One  journal, 
as  has  recently  been  referred  to  by  my 
hon.  friend  from  Richmond,  has  even 
insinuated  that  the  Senate  has  been  doing 
corrupt  things — has  published  statements 
inferring  that  this  House  is  losing  its 
self-respect,  and  that  we  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  our  position  as  a  nominative 
body,  beyond  the  power  of  the  people, 
•objecting  to  our  expenditures  being  in- 
quired into.  Such  is  the  opprobriu ro  that 
has  been  cast  upon  us,  and  such  are  the 
insinuations  that  have  been  made  against 
us  before  the  country.  If  ever  there  was 
a  moment  when  we  owed  it  to  ourselves  to 
maintain  our  honor  as  a  body,  it  is  now, 
by  challenging  a  full  and  free  inspection 
of  all  our  accounts,  our  contingencies, 
our  indemnity,  mileage,  and  the  cost  of 
publishing  our  debates,  in  order  to 
silence  those  insinuations  and  charges  for 
ever.  I  venture  to  think  that  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  Qovermnent  makes  a  grave 
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mistake  in  the  form  of  the  reply  he  sends 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  and,  poor  as  I 
am,  I  raise  my  voice  against  that  mistake, 
because  I  prize  more  highly  than  any 
other  consideration  the  honor  of  this 
Chamber.  I  would  sooner  leave  the 
Senate  than  that  the  country  should 
believe  us  capable  of  doing  anything  that 
was  not  creditable  to  us  as  men  of  honor 
and  members  of  the  Dominion  Legislature. 
If  ever  tUere  was  a  moment  when  we 
should  challenge  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  country  to  examine  into  every- 
thing that  we  have  done,  it  is  now.  And 
atter  the  course  pursued  by  the  leader  of 
the  House,  can  we  be  surprised  if  thoee 
public  journals  that  have  been  preferring 
charges  against  us  should  now  taunt  us 
with  a  semblance  of  fear  of  having  some 
of  our  accounts  examined  1  I  conceive  it 
to  be  my  duty,  as  a  humble  member  of 
this  House,  to  state  fearlessly  and  frank- 
ly that  I  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  fram- 
ing of  the  reply  which  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Speaker.  There  should  be 
no  reluctance  to  shew  the  House  of  Com> 
mens  all  our  accounts.  If  I  err  in 
judgment,  in  the  course  I  con- 
ceive it  my  duty  now  to  pursue, 
I  am  prepared  to  take  all  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  position.  If  confidence 
in  our  integrity  is  gone,  all  the  useful* 
ness  of  the  Senate  would  be  gone.  Who 
would  desire  to  remain  a  member  of  the 
Dominion  Senate,  with  our  integiity 
called  in  question  I  Let  us  shew  every- 
thing, that  the  press  may  in  the  future 
have  no  grounds  for  the  continuation  of 
those  reflections.  In  a  free  country 
such  as  this,  with  a  people  so  intelligent, 
we  require  not  the  power  of  a  Napoleon 
or  a  Bismarck,  to  curb  any  licentiousness 
of  the  press,  for  we  have  the  happiness 
to  live  in  a  country  where  the  love  of 
truth  and  justice,  and  an  honest  and 
manly  public  sentiment  will  not  long 
tolerate  undeserved  censure  and  oppro- 
brium. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARE— I  hav«  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  reading  this  resolution, 
but  I  should  like  to  have  seen  inserted  in 
it  words  to  the  effect  that  the  accounts 
of  this  House  have  always  been  carefully 
audited  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Senate. 

Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL— I  would  put 
that  in,  but  it  would  look  like  an  attempt 
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at  jastification  that  I  do  not  thiak  is 
rtquired,  and  it  sterog  to  me  that  it 
woald  be  objectionable.  We  assume 
that  we  are  right  and  we  do  not  seek  to 
justify  ourselves  in  any  way. 
The  Kiotion  was  agreed  to. 

TIMBER  TOLLS  BILL. 
BEOOND  RKADINO. 

Hon.  Mr.  SOoTT  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (48)  "To  amend  the  Act 
respecting  Joint  Stock  Companies  to  con- 
struct works  to  facilitate  the  transmission 
of  timber  dowa  rivers  and  streams." 
He  said :  This  Bill  proposes  to  amend 
<;lause  59  in  the  Joint  Stock  Companies 
Act,  with  regard  to  tells  that  are  charge- 
able on  timber  descending  certain  slides, 
and  other  improvements.  The  scale  is  a 
very  slight  change  from  the  original 
tariff,  and  it  is  with  a  view  to  ma]ke  it 
more  equitable  without  relatively 
reducing  the  gross  amount. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  would  like  te 
ask  my  hon.  friend  whether  this  Bill 
extends  beyond  the  Provinces  of  Ontario 
and  Quebec.  It  is  an  Act  of  the  old 
Parliament  of  Canada,  and  we  should 
object  to  the  passage  of  any  legislation 
that  would  interfere  with  the  passage  of 
timber  down  streams  in  New  Brunswick, 
because  we  have  already  provincial 
legislation  on  this  subject 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— It  in  no  way 
affects  any  companies  but  those  that  are 
incorporated  under  the  old  Joint  Sux;k 
Companies  Act  of  1859.  It  in  no  way 
widens  the  scope  ef  the  original  Act. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


SAULT  8TB.  MARIE  RAILWAY  AND 
BRIDQS  GOHPANT'S  BILL. 

KOOITD  BEADINfl. 

Ho».  Mr.  ALLAN  moved  the  seeond 
reading  of  Bill  (E)  "  To  incorporate  the 
Sault  Ste.  Marie  Bailway  and  Bridge 
Company."  He  said:  This  Bill  is  a  coun- 
terpart of  the  Act  passed  in  1871,  for  the 
same  object,  but  for  which  the  time  was 
limited  within  which  the  parties  applying 
were  to  exercise  their  privileges.  Under 
the  Aot  that  term  has  expired.  I  appre- 
hended that,  during  the  years  of  depres- 
Hon.  Mr,  CampbelL 


sion,  the  parties  did  not  find  themselves 
in  a  position  to  go  on  with  the  enterprise. 

Hon.  Mr.   ALEXANDEEt— As    the 

leader  of  the  Government  is  not  in  his 
place,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  if  he  has  read  this  Bill,  and,  if 
he  has,  I  should  like  to  know  if  he  is 
prepared  to  allow  certain  parties  to 
acquire  a  charter  to  cover  ground  which 
the  press  has  been  urging  the  Govern- 
ment to  retain  for  their  own  railway 
extension. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— I  have  looked 
over  this  Bill ;  it  has  been  introduced 
into  this  House  in  the  same  way  as  other 
private  bills — by  petition.  It  will 
have  to  be  referred  to  committee,  and  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  caa  be  discussed 
there,  and  opposed  just  in  the  same  way 
as  it  can  l^e  done  here. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  must 
confess  I  aih  a  little  surprised  at  the 
introduction  of  this  Bill,  and  I  will 
state  the  grounds  on  which  my  sur- 
prise is  founded.  A  leading  Member 
of  the  Government,  only  a  few  months 
ago,  entertained  very  favorably  the 
suggestion  laid  before  him  by  a  powerful 
deputation  that  the  Government  should 
continue  their  railway  to  the  Sault,  and, 
under  those  circumstances,  I  do  not 
think  it  wise  to  grant  to  private  parties 
a  charter  to  occupy  the  same  ground. 
As  regarding  the  provisions  of  this  Bill, 
I  am  sure  that  every  member  must  be 
shocked  at  the  introduction  ef  such  a 
measure.  One  is  not  surprised  at  the 
Local  Legislature  granting  charters  of 
this  character  to  men  of  straw.  They 
have  been  distinguished  for  bills  of  that 
sort,  but  one  can  scarcely  believe  that 
such  charters  could  be  obtained  from 
this  Parliament.  There  is  no  guarantee 
that  any  of  the  stock  will  be  paid  up,  yet 
power  IB  asked  for  to  vest  in  a  board  of 
directors,  who  have  no  means  to  build 
the  road  or  money  interest  in  the  same, 
to  issue  any  amount  of  bonds  up  to 
$20,000  a  mile  and  any  amount  of  pro- 
missory notes.  It  may  well  be  charao- 
teriziad  as  handing  over  to  five  men  a 
charter  for  sale,  a  charter  to  enable  such 
a  board  to  traffic  in  the  Stock  Exchange 
of  New  York  or  London.  Such  legiala- 
tion,  surely,  should  not  be  granted  by  the 
Dominion  Parliament,  and,  surely,  should 
not  be  found  on  our  Statute  books. 
13 
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INDIAN  LAWS  CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 
IN   COMMirrEE. 

The  House  resumed,  in  OommittM, 
consideration  of  Bill  (C)  ''To  amend  and 
consolidate  xite  laws  respecting  Indians." 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  adoption  of  clause  H. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— I  expresMd  the 
opinion  when   this    clause    was    under 
discussion,  yesterday,  that  it  would   be 
perhaps  proper  to  add  a  clause  in  amend- 
ment to  it.     I  bare  looked  carefully  over 
the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  find  in  it  any 
provision  which  regulates  the  position  of 
some  considerable  part  of  the  population 
of    Cau^hnawaga   who   are  engaged   iu 
farming.     Fer  a  long  time — ^for   thirty 
years,  I  may  say — ^there  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  in  that  village,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  attempts  on  the  part  of 
Indians  to    expel  half-breeds  from  the 
village.     Some  twenty-five  years  ago,  a 
Mr.  DeLorimier,  whose  ancestor  settled 
in    that    village,    married    an    Indian 
woman,    was    sued     by    the    Indians, 
who  sought  to  expel  him,  and,  after  a 
protracted  suit,  the  Superior  Court  of 
Montreal  decided  that  he  could  not  be 
removed.      He    was  a   half-breed,    and 
there  are  many  other  inhabitants  of  the 
village  in  the  same  position  that  he  is. 
This  question  has  been  repeatedly  raised 
in  Caughnawaga,   and  has  always  been 
followed  by  troubles.     Within  a  couple 
of  years,  a  man,  who^waa  regarded  as  the 
author  of  those  troubles  and  who,  before, 
lived  in  another  Indian  settlement  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  went  there  and  ex- 
cited the  feelings  of  Indians  against  the 
balf-breeds.      As  a  result,  efforts  have 
been  made  to  expel  them  from  the  village. 
Different  meetings  were  held  and  preola- 
mations  in  the    Indian  language  were 
posted  in  various  places,  threatening  the 
half-breeds  that,  unlesstheyleftthevillage^ 
they  would  suffer  very  seriously.     Those 
threats  were  followed  by  brutal  assaults, 
and  no  less  than  nine  incendiary  fires, 
one  of  them  attended  with  loss  of  life, 
have  taken  place  in  the  village.     Com- 
plaints were  made  te  the  Department  at 
Ottawa,  and  redress  waji  sought  for  with- 
out success.     The  press  of  our  Province, 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  has 
taken  great  interest  in  the  matter,  and  I 
think    that    some  measure    should    be 
adopted  either  to  recognise  the  rights  of 
Hon  Mr,  Alexander. 


the  half-breeds  in  Caughnawiq^^a,  er  what,. 
I  think,  would  meet  the  views  of  the 
people  at  large,  and  especially  the  inter 
ested  parties  in  this  village  :  the  reeerv» 
should  be  divided,  and  the  Indians  en- 
franclused.  I  should  like  to  read  a  few 
extracts  from  correspondence  published 
in  the  Montreal  GazsUe,  the  author  of 
which,  if  am  corzectly  informed,  is  him- 
self a  half-breed.  When  we  are  passing^ 
a  bill  affecting  the  interests  of  those 
men,  it  is  desirable  that  they  should 
be  heard,  and,  therefore,  I  ask  permis- 
sion to  i*ead  these  extracts — the  writing 
will  explain  the  position  better  than  I 
could  myself.  On  the  21st  of  January 
last,  the  writer,  in  answer  to  correspon- 
dence published  in  the  Montreal  Wxtn$$t 
said: — 

<<  I  do  not  know  if  you  are  aware  thai,  ia 
Caughnawaga,  there  have  long  been  two  par- 
ties strongly  opposed  to  each  other  on  a  qnes 
tion  which  is  undoubtedly  of  vital  importance 
to  all  men  of  Indian  race,  or  blood,  in  the  old 
provinces  of  the  Dominion,  and  perhaps  no- 
where more  so  than  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 
Of  these  parties,  that  which  is  largely  in  the 
majority  may  be  called  the  party  of  inaction 
or  retrogression.  It  desires  to  retain  old 
Indian  customs  and  habits,  to  confine  the 
Indians,  as  &r  as  possible,  to  the  use  of  their 
own  lajiguage,  and  to  remain  what  their 
ancestors  were  before  they  migrated  from  the 
West  to  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and 
all  this  when  Caughnawaga  may  almost  be 
said  to  be,  as  regards  daily  intercourse,  a 
suburb  of  the  great  city  of  Montreal,  and  ia 
surrounded  by  a  population  of  European  ex- 
traction imbued  with  European  civilisation. 
The  opposite  party,  or  that  of  the  minority, 
advocates  the  emancipation  of  the  Indians 
from  their  present  condition  of  degrading  and 
mischievous  pupilage,  by  safe  and  careftil 
stops,  and  to  confer  on  thorn  the  rigliti  and 
privileges  of  British  subjects  in  this  country. 
I  leave  you  to  judge  which  of  these  causes^ 
deserves  the  support  of  the  people  of  Canada. 
*<  As  I  may,  with  your  permission,  address 
you  again  on  this  subject,  I  shall,  in  the 
meantime,  content  myself  with  describing,  in 
a  few  words,  the  existing  state  of  the  law  with 
regard  to  these  < Canadians'  and  'squatters,' 
of  whom  the  Witneta  speaks.  By  law,  the  term 
<  Indian'  means,  first,  any  male  person  of  In- 
dian blood,  reputed  to  belong  to  a  particular 
band  or  tribe;  secondly,  any  child  of  such 
person ;  thirdly,  any  woman  who  is,  or  was, 
lawfully  married  to  such  person. 

•<The  Canadians  and  squatters  complained 
of^  are  the  issue  of  such  marriages ;  and  as 
there  are  now  no  persons  of  pure  Indian  blood 
in  Caughnawaga,  the  main  difference  between 
them  and  the  rest  of  the  population,  and 
which  constitutes  their  chief  crime,  is  that 
they  generally  read,  write  and  speak  the  Eng- 
lish or  French  language,  or  both,  instead  of 
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TestricUng  themselves  to  Iroquois,  like  the 
mass  of  their  people.  As  for  the  white  inhab- 
itants of  this  reserration,  they  consist  of  a 
few  x>eraons  in  the  employ  of  the  Orand 
Trttiik  Bailway,  a  few  agricnlturists  and 
domestics  in  the  service  of  the  wealthier 
funilies,  and  who  are  retained  on  safferance, 
and  might  be  forced  to  leave  the  place  at  any 
moment. 

« The  Canadians  and  squatters  are  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  position  as  any  other 
Indians  who  own  a  house  on  a  piece  of  land 
in  the  Tillage  or  reservation,  with  respect  to 
litle.  It  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  conceive  the. 
intentions  of  those  who  are  evidently  en- 
couraging the  inauguration  of  a  new  Indian 
trouble,  and  which,  however  exciting  or  useful 
to  the  instigatorsy  will  probably,  as  usual, 
result  in  injury  and  disaster  to  tiie  Indians. 
Bo  they  suppose  that  the  Government  will 
rob  men  of  property  legally  held  by  them  in 
compliance  with  a  demand  which  is  opposed 
both  to  law  and  equity,  or  do  they  intend  that 
the  m^ority  shall  take  the  law  into  their  own 
hands  by  a  recourse  to  bruto  force  ?  In  con- 
clusion, let  me  observe  that  the  assertion 
that  the  <  squatters'  are  owners  of  thousands 
of  acres  of  land  in  this  seigniory  is  a  pure 
fiction.  It  were  perhaps  as  well  if  they  did, 
but  they  do  not." 

In  the  Gazette  of  the  29th  of  the  same 
month,  he  goes  on  to  describe  the  troubles 
in  the  village  as  follows  : 

«One  fiict,  however,  which  I  formerly 
stated,  and  which  admits  of  neither  cavil  nor 
doubt,  must  be  kept  in  mind  in  connection 
with  this  questioB,  namely,  that  the  party  here 
whose  cause  the  Witnest  and  its  friends  have 
espoused  are,  and  have  always  been,  the 
deadly  enemies  of  Indian  emancipation  from 
their  existing  legal  disabilities.  The  preten- 
sion that  these  people  are  in  &vor  of  any 
change  which  would  place  themselves  and 
their  brethren  in  a  position  of  equality  with 
the  rest  of  their  fellow-subjects  is  wholly  and 
notoriously  false  and  unfounded;  and  their 
animosity  to  the  so-styled  <  Canadians '  and 
'  squatters  *  had  its  source  in  the  desire  for  en< 
fraachisement  which  the  latter  entertain,  and 
which  they  have  long,  but  vainly,  sought  to 
aooomplish,  If  this  senseless  movement  were 
not  certain  to  be  attended  with  grare  and  mis- 
chievous consequences,  perhaps  the  most  pru- 
dent course  to  pursue  in  the  mattor  would  be 
to  let  it  die  of  its  own  inherent  weakness. 
The  demand  to  chase  away  the  pretonded 
•  Canadians'  and  ^squatters'  is  no  more  likely  to 
be  complied  with  by  the  Oovemment  than  if 
the  petitioners  had  prayed  to  be  put  in  pos- 
session of  all  the  lands  which  the  Iroquois 
nation  owned  when  they  were  first  known  to 
white  men;  even  and  if  the  Government  were 
willing  to  stultify  itself  the  law  is  stronger 
than  the  Government,  and  the  law,  as  well 
as  justice,  ison  the  side  of  the  <  Canadians  *  and 
'squatteis.'  There  need,  therefore,  be  no 
apprehensions  of  danger  from  that  quarter. 
Yet  that  there  is  danger  must,  I  am  sorry  to 
akjf  be  admitted,  and  danger,  too,  which  is  the 

Hm.  Mr,  Trudel. 


more  to  be  dreaded  because  of  the  difficulty  or 
impossibility  of  guarding  against  it.  It  is 
well  known  that  there  have  been  nine  or  ten 
cases  of  incendiary  fires  in  the  neighborhood 
within  a  comparatively  recent  period,  and  it 
has  so  happened  that  the  <  Canadians  '  and 
*  squatters '  were  always  the  sufi^erers  on  these 
occasions.  A  large  amount  of  property  has 
thus  been  destroyed — the  loss  in  one  case 
having  been  estimated  at  $3000,— and  in 
another,  the  owner  of  the  property  was 
burnt  to  death.  Indeed  arson  has  become  so 
prevalent  among,  the  Indians  that  a  quarrel 
seldom  occurs  between  them  without  a  chance 
that  one  of  the  disputants  finds  his  house  in 
a  blaze  some  dark  night ;  and  it  was  only 
some  time  ago  that  a  person  from  whom  some 
goods  were  stolen,  on  being  asked  why  he  did 
not  take  legal  steps  to  punish  the  delinquente, 
replied  that  he  feared  the  incendiary's  torch 
too  much  to  move  in  the  matter.  I  am  in- 
formed, likewise,  that  the  three  chiefis  who 
dissented  from  the  resolutions  passed  at  the 
late  meeting  are  in  constant  Expectation  of 
seeing  their  dwellings  in  a  blase  over  their 
h^Kls.  You  are  aware  that  the  destruction  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Oka  is  now 
before  our  courto  of  justice,  and  this  presente 
another  example  of  the  custom  of  fire-raising 
in  Indian  communities.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  persons  accused  burnt  the  church,  but 
somebody  did,  and,  from  present  indications, 
the  guilty  parties,  whoerer  they  may  be,  are 
likely  to  go  unpunished'  much  to  the  increase^ 
no  doubt,  of  mnilar  practices  here  and  else* 
where.  It  is  deplorable  that,  while  other  crimes 
are  rare  among  our  Indian  population,  this  dan- 
gerous and  cowardly  one  is  so  common  that  it 
is  questionable  if  anything  short  of  special  and 
exceptional  legislation  can  suppress  it^'' 

These  half-breeds  have  inhabited  .  the 
reserve  for  many  years,  some  of  them  for 
half  a  century,  and,  though  some  of  them 
bear  the  name  of  civilly  famiHea,  they 
have,  perhaps,  as  much  Indian  blood  in 
their  veins  as  the  remiainder  of  the  in- 
babitante  on  the  reserve,  for  it  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  there  is  not  a  single 
inhabitant  of  the  reserve  now  who  is  of 
pure  Indian  blood.  Therefore,  the  half- 
breeds  shonld  have  the  same  rights  as  the 
other  inhabitants  of  the  reserve,  especially 
when  the  courts  have  decided  in  their 
favor ;  yet  the  stru^le  goes  od,  and  the 
question  of  their  expulsion  from  the 
reserve  continues  to  be  discussed.  What 
are  those  people  to  do)  Are  they  to 
abandon  their  property  because  some 
feeling  has  been  excited  agaiost 
them?  Are  they  to  submit  to 
the  dictation  of  a  mob  because 
some  interpretation  m&y  be  given  by  the 
Department  here  contrary  to  the 
decisions  of  the  courto  of  justice  ?  The 
Canadian   Government  in  the  past  did 
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not  think  proper  to  expel  tliem.  It  is  a 
well  known  fact  that  these  inon  are 
almost  the  only  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
who  cultivate  their  lands.  In  fact  thev 
are  the  most  important  part  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  village.  There  are  two 
parties  in  Caughnawaga,  one  consisting 
of  those  who  have  some  education  and 
who  cultivate  their  lands  and  who  are  in 
every  respect  fit  for  emancipation,  and 
there  is  the  other  party,  consisting  of 
those  who  intend  to  remain  in  the  condi- 
tion in  which  their  tribe  was  two 
centuries  ago. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— Is  there 
ao  way  to  prevent  incendiarism  there  1 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  —  Although 
Caughnawaga  is  so  close  to  the  city  of 
Montreal,  the  Indians  are  under  differ- 
ent laws,  and,  under  a  special  system, 
they  are  controlled  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  Police  Magistrates  of  Montreal  would 
have  the  right  to  send  a  force  there  and 
arrest  the  incendiaries,  but  up,  to  the 
preseiic  time,  they  have  not  done  so. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDOFALD—Have 
they  ^o  organization  of  their  own  1 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL^So  far  as  I 
could  learn,  they  have  not  chosen  to 
arrest  th«  guilty  parties,  because  the 
aathoi«  of  the  trouble  seem  to  meet  wkh 
the  approval  of  the  majority  of  the 
Indians.  It  is  a  kind  of  war  between 
those  Indians  and  the  half-breeds  that 
they  seek  to  expel  from  the  reserve. 
I  shall  now  read  another  letter  fi-om  the 
half-breed  whose  articles  I  have  quoted 
on  the  subject  of  the  enfranchisement  of 
those  Indians.  I  read  from  the  Montreal 
GazeUe  of  the  ll^h  and  of  the  16th  of 
February  last : — 

<^I  am  really  doing  no  injustice  to  this 
measure  (the  Act  of  1876)  in  describing  it  as 
probably  the  worst  specimen  of  legislation  to 
be  found  on  onr  Statute  book.  It  contains 
every  possible  fault  from  bad  grammar  to  bad 
sense.  *  *  *  It  is  enacted  that 
an  Indian  who,  for  five  years,  shall  continu- 
ously reside  in  a  foreign  country,  shall  cease 
to  be  a  member  Of  his  tribe  or  hand.  The 
text  of  the  law  declares  that  the  delinquent 
shall  cease  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  foreign 
country,  but  this  worthy  legislator  appears  to 
have  had  as  little  consideration  for  the  Queen's 
English  as  for  the  Queen's  subjects  and  their 
rights,  at  all  events  when  the  subjects  hap- 
pened to  be  Indians .  «f  ust  examine  the  nature 
of  the  proceeding .     What  moral  authority  has 

Hon,  Mr,  TrudeL 


the  Government  or  lej^islature  to  treat  a  red 
man  after  tliis  fashion?  Would  a  white  man 
be  treated  so?  •  •  •  Yet  probably 
the  scheme  of  Indian  enfranchisement  con- 
tained in  the  Statute  of  1876  is  the  most  ex- 
traordinary among  its  provisions.  The  Indian 
absentee  1  have  above  referred  to,  as  has  been 
seen,  ceases  to  belong  to  his  tribe,  and,  so  for, 
to  be  an  Indian,  but  there  is  no  provision  for 
his  becoming  anything  else .  He  is  an  Ish- 
maelite  driven  forth  into  the  wilderness,  with- 
out the  rights  enjoyed  by  other  men,  whether 
white,  black  or  red.  As  I  have  said,  he  for- 
feits his  tribal  privileges,  he  is  denied  the 
elective  franchise,  he  cannot  enter  into  trade, 
for  nobody  will  have  dealings  with  a  ounor, 
and  the  protection  which  the  law  gives  chiefly 
enables  him  to  cheat  his  creditors,  should  he 
be  so  inclined,  thus  serving  to  demoralise  him. 
Again,  it  is  provided  that  any  Indian  woman 
shall  cease  to  be  an  Indian  by  marrying  and 
other  than  an  Indian,  and  she  is  liable  to  the 
same  forfeiture  as  the  absentee  for  five  years, 
with  respect  to  property.  It  is  true  that  she 
is  allowed  to  share  in  the  distribution  of  the 
annuities  payable  to  the  band,  this  favor  being 
granted  to  her,  no  doubt,  in  chivalrous  consid- 
eration for  the  fair  sex.  But  to  punish  her 
apostacy  she  is  empowered  to  commute  her  an- 
nuity at  ten  years*  purchase,  when  all  connec- 
tion with  her  closes.  "But  this  is  not  all,  for 
more  has  yet  to  be  told.  Before  an  Indian  can 
proceed  to  procure  his  enfranchisement,  he  is 
bound  to  get  permission  to  that  effect  trom  the 
tribe  of  which  he  is  a  member.  Kow,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Indians  are  bitterly  opi>osed  to 
the  emancipation  of  the  race ;  the  perform, 
ance  of  this  condition  is  an  utter  impossibility, 
and  it  seems  either  a  mockery  or  to  be  im- 
posed as  an  insurmountable  barrier  to  the 
attainment  of  the  object  which  the  maker 
of  the  law  professed  to  desire.  I  know  that 
one  man  tn  ten  here  would  not  give  the  neces- 
sary consent,  and  those  who  would,  dare  not 
do  so,  having  a  wholesome  dread  of  the  ordeal 
by  fire  to  which  they  would  thereby  be  sub- 
j ected.  But  there  is  another  impediment  !n  the 
way  of  the  aspirant  for  freedom  ;  he  must  not 
merely  secure  the  assent  of  his  unwilling  breth- 
ren, but  they  are  asked  to  reward  him  for  doing 
that  which  they  do  not  wish  liim  to  do,  and 
which  they  are  determined  he  shall  not  do .  The 
Act  makes  it  imperative  that  as  a  preliminary 
to  enfranchisement  the  applicant  shall  be  as- 
signed by  the  tribe  a  suitable  allotment  of 
land  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent- 
General.  The  next  stage  of  the  procedure 
would  be  laughable  if  the  matter  were  not  too 
serious  for  laughter.  After  directing  tbatnhe 
cession  shall  be  announced  at  headquarters, 
the  Act  goes  on  to  say: — « Whereupon  the 
said  Superintendent-General,  if  satisfied  that 
the  proposed  allotment  of  land  is  equitable 
shall  authorise  some  competent  persons  to 
report  whether  the  applicant  is  an  Indian,  who, 
from  the  degree  of  eivilisation  to  which  ho 
has  attained,  and  the  character  for  integrity, 
morality  and  sobriety  which  he  bears,  appears 
to  be  qualified  to  become  a  proprietor  of  land 
in  fee  simple ;  and  upon  the  favomble  report 
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of  such  person  the  Superintendent-General 
may  grant  such  Indian  a  location  ticket  as  a 
probationary  Indian  for  the  land  allotted  to 
him  by  the  band.'  The  probationary,  period 
named  is  three  years,  or  such  longer  term  as 
the  Superintendent-General  may  deem  fit. 
And  all  this  tribulatien  the  petitioner  has  to 
go  through  before  he  can  aspire  to  enfranchise- 
ment,  and  to  be  ranked  among  the  free  and 
enlightened  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  in  Canada. 
By  what  confusion  of  brain  the  concoctor  of 
this  law  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  man 
who  has  attained  to  a  degreo  ef  civil iiation, 
and  who  has  a  <  character  for  integrity,  mo- 
rality and  sobriety  *  is  unworthy  of  freedom  it 
is  difficult  to  imagine.  Must  he  be  a  classical 
scholar  or  what?  I  fear  that  a  good  many 
among  us,  white  or  red,  would  scarcely  come 
up  to  the  mark  if  tried  by  the  official  test ;  and 
in  fact  there  might  be  danger  in  trusting  so 
virtuous  a  man  among  the  wicked  pale  faces, 
especially  the  politicians.  But  the  strangest 
blander  of  all  is  connected  with  this  allotment 
of  lands,  without  which  there  can  be  no  en- 
franchisement. Yet  if  there  is  no  land,  what 
then?  The  Indians  of  the  Lake  of  Two 
Mountains,  among  others,  are  exactly  in,  that 
predicament,  as  every  foot  of  the  land  they 
occupy  belongs  to  the  seminary  of  bt.  Sulpice  ; 
and  the  Indians  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,ior 
most  of  them,  are  in  the  same  situation.  So, 
here  is  one  more  f&tal  obstruction  to  enfran- 
chisement, under  the  famous  Indian  Act  or 
1876.  The  Indian  question,  in  my  estimation,  is 
one  of  no  inconsiderable  importance,  even  if 
confined  to  the  scattered  lands  spread  over  the 
older  provinces  of  the  Dominion,  apart  from 
the  North- West  and  British  Columbia,  which 
we  are  accustomed  to  regard  as  the  red  man's 
proper  country  and  home.  The  latter  will 
always  command  attention  from  our  rulers, 
because,  if  not  dangerous  now,  they  are  capa- 
ble of  becoming  so,  while  the  former  are  weak 
and  powerless,  and  may  be  neglected  with 
impunity.  But  we  should  remember  that  of 
the  100,000  Indians  within  the  limits  of 
Canada,  nearly  30,000  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Provinces  of  Ontario,  Quebec,  New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island,  and, 
consequently,  from  their  numbers  alone,  with- 
out a  view  to  other  considerations,  they  ought 
not  to  be  overlooked  in  our  scheme  of  legisla- 
tion and  government.  We  have  heretofore 
encumbered  them  with  legal  disabilities  and 
safeguards,  which  may  have  been  useful  or 
necessary  for  a  time,  but  are  no  longer  so,  and 
are  in  ffict  a  nuisance  to  themselves  and  others. 
It  was  never  intended  from  the  beginning  that 
this  race  should  remain  in  a  continued  state 
of  debasing  inferiority.  The  intention  was  to 
educate  and  civilize,  and  then  to  liberate  them. 
We  have  not  educated,  and  we  have 
not  liberated  them.  When  is  the  pro- 
cess going  to  begin?  The  probation 
through  which  they  were  to  pass  has 
run  over  two  or  three  centuries,  and  the 
results  are  what  we  behold.  The  tame  Indian 
of  eastern  Canada  is  simply  an  emasculated 
wild  man,  whom,  in  curing  of  his  ferocity,  we 
have  deprived  of  his  spirit,  like  a  vicious  colt 
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in  the  hands  of  a  careless  or  incapable  trainer 
Yet  those  who  have  studied  the  subject  declare 
that  the  intellect  of  the  North  American 
Indian  is  naturally  of  a  high  order,  and  that 
under  proper  treatment  it  is  eminently  capable 
of  expansion  and  development,  •  •  • 
We  ought  to  admit  that,  as  far  as  grants  of 
money  go,  the  American  Congress  has  been 
infinitely  more  generous  to  the  Indians  than 
we  have  been  to  ours,  while,  in  reality,  there 
was  no  necessity  for  our  being  cruel  to  them. 
Our  fjaults  have  been  those  of  omission  rather 
than  of  commission,  except  in  so  far  as  we 
have  subjected  them  to  the  trammels  of  petty 
legislation  and  the'  pettier  sway  of  official 
misrule.  So,  I  doubt,  after  all,  if  we  have  a 
right  to  crow  so  loudly  over  our  neighbors  iu 
this  respect,  the  difference  being  that  between 
two  masters,  one  of  whom  flogs  his  apprentices 
and  the  other  starves  them,  or  leaves  them  to 
starve.  Wo  must  not  forget  besides  that, 
while  the  Americans  have  had  to  contend 
with  hundreds  of  thousands  of  fierce  savages 
along  their  frontiers,  we  had  enly  to  deal  with 
a  small  number  of  Indians,  distributed  over 
the  provinces,  from  Lake  Superior  to  the 
Atlantic,  and  hemmed  in  by  a  more  numerou-s 
population  who  could  have  exterminated  them, 
had  they  been  dangerous  or  given  offence.  I 
mention  these  facts  because  I  am  of  opinion 
that  a  belief  in  their  own  exceeding  justice 
towards  the  Indians  has  had  much  to  do  with 
Canadians'  disregard  to  the  true  interests  of  a 
people  intrusted  to  their  charge.'' 

This  oljeetionable  provisif>nL  pomaias  iu 
the  Bill,  and  the  House  will  see  the  dif- 
ficulty to  which  the  civilized  Indians  are 
placed.  They  arc  required  to  get  the 
permission  of  a  majority  of  their  tribe 
before  they  can  be  emancipated.,  and  the 
majority,  whether  from  prejudice  or 
other  feelings,  will  not  grant  them  that 
permission,  and,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, the  half-breeds  will  be  kei>t  in  this 
condition  for  ever.  I  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  therefore,  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  emancipate  them, 
and  to  divide  the  reserve  amongst  the 
present  possessors.  I  have  i^eceived  a 
number  of  lettei-s  on  the  subject  from 
gentlemen  taking  great  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  all  of  them  are  of  the 
opinion  that  in  the  old  Province  of 
Canada,  at  least — Ontario  and  Quebec — 
the  Indians  should  no  longer  be  allowed 
to  continue  in  their  tribal  condition. 
I  do  not  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  they  should  be  emancipated  at  once, 
but  I  do  say  that  immediate  steps  should 
be  taken  to  bring  about  their  enfranchise- 
ment. For  instance,  it  might  be  decide<l 
that  at  a  certain  period,  which  mig^jt  be 
defined  now,  theyr  would  be  free«J.  I 
have  already  referred  to  the  troubles  in 
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Canglinawaga,  and  I  am  informed  tiiat 
nothing  has  been  done  to  prevent  a  con- 
tinuance of  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU— A  reward  has 
been  offered  by  the  Depaitment  for  the 
conTiction  of  the  incendiaries. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— The  present 
state  of  things  cannot  continue.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  fair  to  leave  these  half- 
breeds,  who  are  the  most  intelligent  and 
respectable  part  of  the  population  on  the 
reserve,  in  their  present  condition.  I  do 
not  offer  an  amendment,  but  I  think 
something  like  the  following  should  be 
introduced  after  clause  14  : — 

«  Anv  half-breeds  now  settled  in  the  Seigni- 
ory of  Ganghnawaga,  and  who  have  inhabited 
the  said  Seigniory  for  the  last  five  years,  are 
hereby  confirmed  in  their  possession,  right  of 
residence,  and  property/ 

and,  after  the  106th  clause,  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent- 
General  .to  inquire  into  the  possibility  of 
enfranchising  the  said  Indians  and  half-breeds 
of  Gaughnawaga,  and  provide  for  an  equitable 
way  of  dividing  amongst  themselves  the  said 
Seigniory  of  Gaughnawaga,  having  regard  to  the 
equitable  right  acquired  by  several  of  them  in 
building  or  making  improvements  on  certain 
part»j  of  said  Seigniory.'' 

As  I  have  already  said,  some  of  these 
men  have  been  in  possession  of  property 
for  fifty  years,  and  have  made  extensive 
improvements,  while  other  members  of 
the  tribe,  relying  upon  the  favor  of  the 
Government,  have  done  nothing  towards 
cultivating  their  lands.  Is  it  possible 
that  the  Government  would  require  these 
half-breeds  to  abandon  their  property, 
and  let  the  other  portion  of  the  population 
have  the  benefit  of  their  improvements  ? 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  OAMPBELL-The 
first  difficulty  is,  that  this  would  be 
establishing  a  precedent  which  would 
affect  all  tribes  over  the  country  where 
white  people  or  half-breeds  have  been  in 
possession  of  part  of  the  reserves,  and 
living  in  villages  with  the  Indians.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  restricted  his  pro- 
posed change  to  the  cases  of  half-breeds 
who  have  been  living  in  Gaughnawaga 
upwards  of  twenty  years,  which  is  the 
term  mentioned  in  the  Statute  of  Limita- 
tions, which  affects  our  lands  in  Ontario, 
(and  I  dare  say  there  is  the  same  limita- 
tion *in  Quebec)  and  whose  Indian 
descent  is  on  the  father's  side.  I  have 
Hon.  Mr.  Trudel 


no  ol^ection  to  confirming  such  people  in 
their  possession,  but  to  confirm  one  who 
has  lived  only  five  or  ten  years 
would  be  an  injurious  precedent 
to  establish  with  refei*ence  to 
Indian  reserves  elsewhere.  In  all 
those  reserves  there  are  such  persons, 
and  to  confirm  them  in  their  occupations 
would  be  to  arouse  jealousy  in  the  minds 
of  the  Indians,  and  to  do  injustice. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— But  the  Indian 
descent  ot  tliose  parties  to  whom  I  have 
referred  is  on  the  mother's  side. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
Then  they  are  not  Indians. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  — They  have 
been  maintained  in  their  possessions  by 
judgments  of  the  courts,  and  some  three 
or  four  of  them  have  been  considered  for, 
perhaps,  twenty-five  years  as  chiefs  in 
the  tribe.  After  having  worked  for  so 
many  years,  is  ic  fair  to  say  that  the 
fruit  of  their  labor  should  be  lost  to  their 
children? 

Hon.    Sir    ALEX.     CAMPBELL— 

The  fruits  of  their  labor  will  not  be  lost. 
If  we  are  requiied  to  legislate,  we  must 
do  so  on  some  principle,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  safe  to  treat  these 
half-breeds  as  Indians,  if  their  Indian 
descent  is  only  on  the  mother's  side. 
The  rule  pursued  hitherto,  and  the  only 
sound  one,  I  think,  is  the  occupa- 
tion foi  that  length  of  time  with  that 
descent,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  gentleman 
will  be  satisfied  with  such  amendment  as 
I  have  suggested. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— If  these  men 
had  no  rights  it  would  have  been  better 
for  the  Government  to  have  ejected 
them  immediately,  30  years  ago,  and  to 
have  then  disposed  of  the  mat^'er  finally. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Government  then 
found  that  they  had  rights,  I  do  not  see 
why  they  should  not  be  recognised. 

Hon.  Sir.  ALEX.  CAMPBELI.— 
You  cannot  legislate  for  individuals ;  you 
must  legislate  on  some  principle. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— This  is  not  an 
individual  case.  It  is  a  state  of  things 
which  exists  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  does  not  apply  to  individuals  merely, 
but  to  a  class  of  the  |>opulation.  Is 
Parliament  prepared  to  say  that  a  man 
who  has  occupied  property  for  fifty  ; 
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lias,  no  right  to  that  property  because  he 
happens  to  be  the  son  of  an  Indian 
woman  whose  husband  was  a  white  man  1 

Hon,  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— We 
do  not  propose  to  say  anything  about 
that.  There  is  no  reference  to  it  in  the 
Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL—You  do  not  say 
anything  about  that,  but  you  leave  those 
people  to  the  alternative  of  having  to 
abandon  their  possessions  or  to  risk  their 
lives  and  properties. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— lam 
willing  to  go  as  far  as  I  can  with  what 
I  consider  safety.  The  rule  among  the 
ladian  tribes  has  been  to  recognise  de- 
scent only  on  the  father's  side.  It  is  not 
necessary,  and  might  exceed  decorum, 
to  go  into  details.  I  am  unable,  how- 
ever willing  I  might  be,  to  go  the  length 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  wishes. 
'This  Bill  does  not  disi)ossess  them  ;  it  is 
simply  silent  upon  the  subject. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRXJDEL— I  would  suggest 
an  amendment  in  the  law  that  would 
protect  that  part  of  the  population. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL-I 
am  nnable  to  go  as  far  as  that. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— Then  the  least 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  can  do  is  to 
seriously  consider  the  matter. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
will  undertake  to  have  the  matter  con- 
fiidered,  not  merely  by  myself,  but  by 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  who  has 
charge  of  that  branch  of  the  service.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  will  let  the  clause 
pass  upon  that  understanding,  I  shall 
bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
head  of  the  Department,  and  if  he  thinks 
that  the  amendment  "(riiich  the  hon. 
Senator  advocates  should  be  adopted,  it 
can  be  introduced  in  the  Bill  in  the  other 
House.  If  it  is  not,  notice  will  be  given, 
and  the  amendment  can  be  submitted  in 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  cannot  agree 
with  the  view  of  the  hon.  the  Minister 
of  Militia  in  thinking  that  the  Govern- 
ment  are  perfectly  justified  in  leaving  the 
law  as  it  is.  The  absence  of  legislation 
on  this  point  has  led  to  Tery  serious 
trouble  in  the  neighborhood  of  Montreal, 
and  I  think  it  is  Uie  duty  of  the  Oovem- 
dnent,  who  are  charged  with  the  peace 
Mon.  Mr.  TrvM. 


and  good  order  of  the  whole  country,  to 
take  steps  to  put  an  end  to  that  unfortu- 
nate state  of  tilings. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— Will  the  hon. 
Minister  of  Militia  albo  take  into  con- 
sideration the  question  of  the  immediate 
enfranchisement  of  the  Indian  tribes  of 
Ontario  and  Quebec  9 

Hon.Sir  ALEX  CAMPBELL— There 
is  a  scheme  for  enfranchising  them  now. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— There  is  a  pro- 
vision which,  I  suppose,  might  be  applied 
to  the  Indians  of  the  Nortii-West,  butT 
do  not  think  it  is  at  all  suited  to  the 
circumstauces  of  the  Indians  in  the  older 
provinces,  kt  all  events,  it  cannot  be 
applied  to  the  Caughnawaga  Indians  for 
the  reasons  given  in  the  correspondence 
which  appeared  in  the  Montreal  GazeUe. 
It  leaves  those  who  want  to  be 
enfranchised  at  the  mercy  of  the  men 
most  interested  in  preventing  their  en- 
franchisement. A  feeling  prevails  in  the 
minds  of  many  members  of  both  branches 
of  Parliament  that  Indian  affaira  are  not 
managed  in  a  proper  spirit  by  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior.  Of  course  it 
IB  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  the 
right  hon.  Minister  at  the  head  of  the 
Department  is  far  above  any  suspicion  of 
that  kind  ;  but  it  is  strange  that  all  the 
members  who  have  had  occasion  to  come 
in  contact  with  the  officials  of  the  De- 
partment have  came  away  with  the  im- 
pression that  there  is  something  like 
religious  prejudice  which  prevents  some- 
body in  the  Department  from  seeing 
clearly  in  the  matter  and  rendering  jus- 
tice to  those  parties.  If  I  am  correctly 
informed,  eight-tenths  of  the  Christianized 
Indians  in  the  North- West  are  Catholics, 
yet  the  Government  established  at  Bat- 
tleford  has  no  representative  of  their 
faith. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Is 
not  Mr.  Ryan  one  of  the  police  magis- 
trates f    He  is  a  meml^jsr  of  the  Council. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— And  Mr.  Brelau 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Council. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— Then  I  was 
misinformed.  Tnere  is  another  point  I 
am  told  that,  almost  every  day,  theauthor- 
ity  of  those  at  the  head  of  the  Mounted 
Police  Force  interferes  with  that  of  the 
Catholic  clergy  in  the  North-West.  I  am 
told   that  the  civil    authority    require 
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Catholics  to  purchase  marriage  licenses 
from  the  agents  who  sell  licenses  to  Pro- 
testants. This  seems  to  me  an  extra- 
ordinary pretension,  and  a  state  of  thing, 
which  cannot  be  tolerated.  Of  course,  I 
know  how  delicate  it  is  to  deal  with 
those  matters  upon  which  we  are  divided, 
but  I  think  that  every  hon.  gentleman 
will  admit  that,  when  the  question  of 
civilizing  the  Indians. is  before  us,  no  civil 
authority  should  be  allowed  to  destroy 
religious  authority,  whatever  it  may  be  ; 
I  speak  of  the  Protestant  as  well  as  of 
the  Catholic  clergy.  The  only  way  t© 
civilize  tlio  Indians  is  to  teach  them  to 
i*especi  the  ecclesiastical  authorities,  but, 
in  the  North- West,  I  am  told  that  the 
good  work  of  the  missionaries  is  being 
destroyed  by  the  interference  of  which  I 
complain.  In  speaking  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  Battleford,  I  was  in  error  in 
saying  that  it  contained  no  Catholic 
representative  The  information  given 
to  me  was,  with  reference  to  the  agricul- 
tural instructors,  none  of  whom  are 
Catholics.  Since  most  of  the  Indians 
belong  to  that  denomination,  would  it  not 
be  well  that  those  who  are  sent  to  teach 
them  agriculture  should  be  persons  who 
would  agree  with  the  missionaries  and 
work  harmoniously  with  them  1  These 
men,  who  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Government,  are  regarded  by  tho  Indians 
as  men  high  in  authority — representatives 
of  the  Queen. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
think  the  suggestion  is  quite  reasonable, 
and  I  shall  call  attention  to  it. 

Clause  14  was  allowed  to  stand. 

Hon.  Mr.  NELSON  thought  that 
difficulties  might  arise  in  British  Col- 
umbia under  the  clause  relating  to  the 
cutting  of  timber  on  the  Indian 
reserves,  as  the  reserves  were  not  defined, 
though,  allotted,  in  that  Province,  and 
jobbers  might  trespass  on  them  without 
knowing  it. 

On  the  74th  clause,  "  Chiefs  to  make 
regulations  for  certain  purposes," 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD  feai-ed  that 
if  the  chiefs  were  allowed  to  make 
regulationd  on  the  subjects  mentioned  in 
this  clause  it  would  create  trouble  and 
difficulties  among  the  bands. 

Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  the 
safeguard  was  that  such  regulations 
were  subject  to  confirmation  by  the 
Hon,  Mr.  Trudd, 


Governor  in  Council.  He  would  propose- 
a  new  sub-section  to  this  clause,  the 
following  amendment,  in  order  to  meet 
the  views  of  his  hon.  friend  from  De 
Lanaudi^re  on  the  education  question. 

*<  The  chief  or  chiefs  of  any  band  of  Indians 
may  decide  as  to  what  religiouB  denomina- 
tion the  teacher  of  the  school  established  on 
the  reserve  shall  belong,  Provided  always  that 
he  shall  be  of  the  same  denomination  as  tho 
majority  of  the  band,  and  provided  that  the 
Catholic  or  Protestant  minority  may  always 
have  a  separate  school  with  the  approval  of 
and  under  regulations  to  be  made  by  tho 
Governor  in  Council. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  77th  clause  "  Security  not  to 
be  taken  on  exempted  property," 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL  objected  to 
the  property  of  Indians  being  exempted 
from  seizure  or  from  being  given  aa 
security  for  debt.  The  British  Columbia 
Indians  had  a  great  deal  of  personal  pro- 
perty, and  theyjobtained  from  merchants 
and  traders  a  good  deal  of  credit  on  that 
security.  He  hoped  that  British  Colum- 
bia would  be  exempted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  clause  and  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  that  efiect. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  considered  that  the 
reading  of  the  clause  was  that  only 
tribal  property  was  exempt  from  seizure. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  was  the  intention  of  the  clause. 
Individual  property  that  was  subject 
to  taxation  was  liable  to  seizure  for 
the  owner's  debts. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  that  the  whole 
tendency  of  the  legislation  of  old  Canada 
was  to  restrict  Indians  from  getting  into 
debt,  and  to  compel  traders  to  exact 
prompt  payment  for  everything  they  sold 
to  Indians.  It  was  known  that  the 
Indians  had  valuable  property,  and  thej 
were  credited  by  traders — no  doubt,  in 
many  instances,  for  intoxicants — with  a 
view  to  getting  them  into  debt  and 
tempting  them  to  part  with  Uieir  pro- 
perty. The  tendency  of  the  legialatioa 
of  old  Canada  was  to  restrain,  as  far  as 
poissible,  credit  dealing!  with  Indians, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  these  clauses  were 
conceived  in  the  same  spirit  This  Bill 
should  be  looked  at»  as  it  affected  the 
whole  Dominion,  and  there  should  not^ 
be  special  legislation  for  the  Lidiana  of 
British  Columbia. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 
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On  Clause  112, 

Hon  Mr.  POWER  mored  to  strike 
out  the  portion  referring  to  acts  re- 
pealed by  the  legislation  of  1876.  He 
said :  this  opens  up  the  broader  ques- 
tion discussed  yesterday.  When  I  said 
that  this  was  not  the  pix)per  way  to  deal 
with  this  matter^  the  hon.  the  Minister 
of  Militia  came  down  o&  me  with  the 
authority  of  the  Premier,  and  said  that, 
because  he  thought  this  was  the  proper 
way  to  bring  in  this  measure,  the  com- 
mittee ought  to  take  it  for  gi*anted  that 
it  was  so.  That  ii  not  a  wise  principle 
to  adopt  in  this  Chamber,  because,  if 
the  head  of  the  Department  knows  bet- 
ter than  Parliament  how  to  legislate  for 
his  department,  it  seems  to  ine  that  call- 
ing Parliament  together  at  an  expense 
of  $700,000  per  session  is  an  utter  waste 
of  money.  The  Oovernor  in  Council 
might  as  well  pass  the  laws  if  that  prin- 
ciple is  to  be  recognized.  I  do  not  say 
that  it  would  or  would  not  be  the  best 
way,  but  we  are  working  under  a 
different  system.  I  do  not  think  that  it 
was  parliamentary  for  the  hon.  Min- 
ister to  undertake  to  stifle  dis- 
cussion by  bringing  down  the  authority 
of  the  Premier.  A.lthough  the  gentleman 
now  at  the  head  of  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  has  had  much  experience, 
and  has  shewn  great  skill  in  managing 
men,  I  am  not  aware  that  he  has  greater 
skill  in  drafting  bills,  or  a  higher  reputa- 
tion as  a  legislator  than  Mr.  Blake  ;  yet 
when  the  hon.  Minister  of  Militia  was 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  this  House, 
and  Mr.  Blake  was  Minister  of  Justice, 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Sir  Alex.  Campbell) 
did  not  think  that  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Blake  was  sufBeient  to  prevent  discussion 
upon  his  bills  or  any  guarantee  that  they 
were  drafted  in  the  best  form.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  the  slips  whick  were  printed 
and  distributed  at  the  suggestion  ef  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Ottawa,  (Mr.  Scott), 
the  House  would  have  been  completely 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Bill. 

The  amendment  was  accepted,  and  the 
clause,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  mored 
that  the  following  be  added  to  clause 
14:— 

"Any  half-breed  who  is,  by  the  pat«nial 

side,  either  fully  or  partly  of  Indian  blood, 

now  settled  in  the  Seignioiy  of  Oanghnawaga, 

and  who  has  inhabited  the  laid  seigaiory  for 

Hon.  Mr.  ScoU. 


the  last  twenty  years,  is  hereby  confirnied  in 
bis  possession  and  right  of  residence  a^id 
property." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the^ 
clause,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  ODELL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee, reported  the  Bill  with  the  amend« 
ments,  which  were  concurred  in. 

THE  FRENCH  OIBLB  GOMPANTS  BILLi 
,     SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  nioyed  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (23)  "  To  i^ive  certain 
powers  to  the  Compagnie  FranQaise  dn 
Tilegraphe  de  Paris  ^  New  York." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  6.10  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  Marck  SOthy  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  eight 
o'clock,  p.m. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

A  NEW  SENATOR. 

Hon.  JOHN  BOYD  was  introduced, 
and,  having  taken  and  subsciibed  the 
oath  of  office,  took  his  seat. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  following  bills  were  introduced 
and  read  the  first  time  : — 

Bill  (41)  "To  amend  *in  act  to  provide- 
that  persons  .  charged  with  common 
assault  shall  be  (competent  as  witnesses.'^ 
—(Mr.  Miller.) 

Bill  (47)  "Respecting  the  Great 
Western  and  Lake  Ontario  Shore  Junc- 
tion Railway  Company." — ^Mr.  Mc- 
Master.) 

Bill  (51)  "  To  amend  the  Act  36  Vic, 
Cap.  108,  intituled,  '  An  Act  lo  grant 
additional  powers  to  the  Quebec  and 
Giilf  Ports  Steamship  Company.'" — (Mr. 
Chapais.) 

Bill  (35)  "  Respecting  the  Niagara 
Grand  Island  Bridge  Company." — (Mr. 
Dickson.) 

Bill  (29)  "To  amend  the  Act  entitled 
'An  act  to  incorporate  the  Anchor 
Marine  Insurance  Company.* " — (Mr. 
Tidal.> 
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Bill  (25)  "  To  authorize  the  establish- 
ment of  superannuation,  provident  and 
insurance  funds  by  the  Gi'eat  Western 
Bailway  Company." — (Mr.  McMaster.) 

Bill  (33)  "  To  amend  and  re-enact  as 
amended  the  Act  incorporating  the 
Dominion  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry  of  Canada."— (Mr.  Flint.) 

BiU  (40)  "  To  incorporate  the  JjTatZ 
Printing  Company." — (Mr,  Allan.) 

Bill  (17)  "To  incorporate  the  Bell 
Telephone  Company  of  Canada." — (Mr. 
Hope.) 

BUI  (31)  «  To  incorporate  the  St  Clair 
4ind  Lake  Erie  Navigation  Company." — 
<Mr.  Vidal.) 

Bill  (J)  «  To  repeal  the  Act  extending 
the  Dominion  I^ds  Act  to  British 
Columbia,  and  to  make  other  provisions 
with  respect  to  certain  public  lands  in 
that  Province." — (Hon.  Mr.  Aikins.) 

INDIAN  LAWS   CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 
THIRD    BEADiNO. 

Ihe  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
called  for  the  third  reading  of  Bill 
(C)  to  Amend  and  Consolidate  the  Laws 
respecting  Indians^ 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  to  amend  sub-section  8, 
clause  14,  by  adding  the  words,  "  but 
not  beyond  the  tribal  rights  and  usages 
which  the  tribes  enjoy."  He  explained 
that  the  object  was  to  a^oid  giving  to 
ihe  half-breeds  of  Caughnawaga  rights  to 
the  property  in  the  Seigniory  other  and 
in  excess  of  those  which  the  Indians  had. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— Before  the  third 
reading,  I  should  like  to  ask  for  another 
slight  amendment,  which,  I  think,  is  a 
most  desirable  one.  I  propose  to  add 
oertain  words  at  the  end  of  the  9  th  sec- 
tion, which  is  as  follows  : — 

<'  9.  The  Governor  in  Council  may  appoint 
an  Indian  Commissioner  for  Manitoba,  Kee- 
watin  and  the  North-West  Territories,  or  an 
Indian  Commissioner  for  Mimitoba  and  Kee- 
watin  and  an  Indian  Commissioner  for  the 
North-West  Territories,  with  such  powers  and 
duties  as  may  be  provided  by  Order  in  Council. 
The  Governor  in  Council  may  also  appoint  an 
Indian  Superintendent  for  the  Province  of 
British  Colombia,  with  such  powers  and  duties 
4M  may  be  provided  by  Order  in  Council." 

BiUs  Introduced, 


The  amendment  tnat  1  suggest  is  one 
which,  1  think,  will  recommend  itself  to 
the  judgment  of  the  hon.  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill.  It  is  to  add  the 
following  words  at  the  end  of  the 
section : — 

„  Any  Commissioner  appointed  under  this 
section  shall  reside  in  the  district  for  whioh 
he  has  been  appointed  for  not  less  than  six 
months  of  the  year,  and  any  superintendent 
appointed  for  British  Colombia  shall  reside 
permanently  in  that  Province." 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  en- 
large upon  the  subject.  The  duties  of  a 
commissioner  require  him  to  remain  in 
the  district  to  which  he  has  been 
appointed.  The  commissioners  appointed 
for  Manitoba  and  the  North-West  Ter- 
ritories could  remain  there  during  the 
fine  weather  and  spend  the  winter  at  the 
Capital.  Unless  they  reside  within  the 
district  to  which  they  are  appointed, 
they  will  be  useless  officers,  and  the  work 
could  be  as  advantageously  done  by  the 
ordinary  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Department  here  at  the  Capital.  1 
presume  the  hon.  gentleman  will  have 
no  objection  to  the  amendment  t 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.CAMPBELIr-Iam 
sorry  to  disappoint  the  hon.  gentleman's 
expectations.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
amendment  will  be  desirable.  If  the  hon. 
gentleman  will  allow  it  to  stand,  I  will 
suggest  it  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
and  if  he  agre«%  to  the  suggestion,  it  can 
be  made  in  another  place.  One  objec- 
tion to  it  occurs  to  me  now.  It  Ib  pro- 
posed in  the  Bill  that  one  superintendent 
may  be  appointed  for  Keewatin,  Mani- 
toba,  and  the  North-West  Territories. 
How  could  he  reside  in  all  three  plaoes  t 
I  do  not  think  that  the  clause  as  it  stands 
is  liable  to  lead  to  abusa  The  Govern- 
ment is  constantly  exposed  to  having  its 
opinions  called  into  question  and  to  the 
necessity  of  justifying  them.  However, 
the  su^estion  may  be  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, and,  as  I  promised,  I  shall 
bring  it  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  and,  if  he  should  see  fit 
to  adopt  it,  it  can  be  introduced  in  the 
other  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER-Underthecircioi- 
stanoesy  I  shall  not  press  the  amendment, 
bat  I  do  not  think  it  is  0)ien  to  the  objec- 
tion raised  by  the  hon.  the  Minister  of 
Militia,  because,  as  I  understand  the 
section,    it  provides  that  one  oommia- 
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■fidoner  may  be  appointed  for  Manitoba, 
KeewatiiL  and  the  North-Weat  Terri- 
tories.    That  would  be  fbr  one  distiict 

Hon,  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— He 
would  be  appointed  for  three  districts. 
The  amendment  wiis  withdrawn. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— There  is  another 
point  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  hon.  the  Minister  of  Militia. 
It  is  a  matter  of  so  much  import- 
ance that  I  should  ask  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House  upon  it,  if 
the  hon.  the  leader  of  the 
Goyemment  in  this  House  does  not 
think  proper  to  accept  the  suggestion  I 
make.  It  is  with  reference  to  the  90th 
section.  I  ^ventured,  when  the  House 
was  in  committee  upon  this  Bill,  to  call 
attention  to  what  I  considered  the  un- 
usual and  arbitrary  character  of  some  of 
its  provisions.  This  section  provides,  in 
substance,  that  a  party  may  be  convicted, 
and  fined  not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  im- 
prisoned for  not  less  than  one,  nor  more 
than  six  months,  on  the  evidence  of  an 
informer  alone ;  and  it  is  also  provided 
that  the  informer  is  to  receive  half  the 
fine.  Now,  it  isieems  to  me  that  that  is  a 
provision  which  does  not  exist  in  any 
other  law  on  our  Statute  book,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  is  a  provision  that 
should  be  adopted  by  this  House.  The 
original  Bill  provided  that  there  should 
be  two  witnesses.  I  understand  that 
there  has  been  some  difficulty  in  procur- 
ing the  conviction  of  persons  under  the 
original  Bill,  because  a  second  witness 
was  not  available ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  the  risk  of  a  number  of  men  escap- 
ing punishment  should  lead  us  to  adopt 
legislation  which  might  lead  to  the  con- 
viction and  punishment  of  an  innocent 
man.  The  evidence  of  the  informer 
should  be  corroborated  by  some  circum- 
^tantial  evidence,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
some  such  provision  must  recommend 
itself  to  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  House. 
I  thei'efore  propose  to  move,  an  amend- 
ment to  that  effect. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  C  A.MPBELL— I  am 
fionj  to  say  that  I  cannot  acquiesce  in 
this  amendm^it.  The  matter  was  dis- 
cussed when  the  Bill  was  in  committee. 
The  offence  which  the  clause  deals  with 
is  that  of  selling  or  giving  intoxicating 
ii<juors  to  ladians.  That  is  a  very  ser- 
ffan,  Hr.  Power. 


ious  offence,  and  attended  with  the  gra- 
vest consequences  in  the  unsettled  parts 
of  the  country,  and  this  clause  is  not 
only  necessary  for  the  suppression  of  the 
abuse  of  selling  intoxicating  liquors  to 
Indians,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  the  Lidians  themselves,  and 
those  who  have  anything  to  say  or  do 
with  them.  It  has  been  found  in  prac- 
tice, and  that  practice  was  spoken  of  by 
the  hon.  Senator  from  British  Columbia 
(Mr.  Cornwall)  when  the  subject  was 
before  the  House  in  committee,  that  it  is 
exceedingly  difficult  to  procure  a  convic- 
tion for  this  offence  if  the  evidence  of 
two  witnesses  is  required.  The  clause 
provides  that  the  evidence  of  only 
one  witness  is  necessary  in  the  most 
unsettled  parts  of  the  country.  If  any 
person  were  to  be  prosecuteid  for  sell- 
ing liquors  to  Indians  in  Ontario, 
Quebec,  Nova  Scotia  or  New  Brunswick, 
the  evidence  of  two  ;witnes8es  would  be 
required,  and  it  is  only  in  certain  sections 
of  the  country,  which  are,  to  a  certain 
extent  uninhabited,  and  where  it  would 
be  difficult,  or  im]>06sible,  to  get  second 
witnesses,  that  these  convictions  can 
take  place  upon  the  deposition  of  the 
informant  only.  This  provision  is 
limited  to  Manitoba,  Keewatin,  the 
North-West  Territories  and  British 
Columbia.  I  am  quite  content  to  leave 
it  io  the  good  judgment  of  the  House 
whether  it  is  best  so  to  amend  the  Bill 
as  to  prevent  conviction  for  such  a  crime 
— ^because  one  can  only  speak  of  it  as  a 
serious  crime — as  this,  in  the  unsettled 
parts  of  the  country,  and  when,  upon  the 
testimony  of  an  hon.  member  of  this 
House,  who,  as  a  magistrate,  has  found 
it  almost  impossible  to  procure  con- 
viction, where  more  than  one  wit- 
ness has  been  required.  You 
cannot  define  what  shall  be  circumstan- 
tial evidence  in  such  cases,  or  in  any 
way  biing  the  matter  down  to  a  cer- 
tainty. You  cannot  derive  additional 
strength  from  circumstantial  evidence. 
It  would  be  legislation  which  would  be 
idle,  and  could  not  be  carried  into  effect. 
I  do  trust  that  the  hon.  gentleman  will 
not  proceed  with  the  amendment.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  put  the  House  to  the 
trouble  of  dividing  upon  it,  and  it  seems 
to  me,  under  the  circumstances,  that  it 
would  be  undesirable  to  tie  a  statute 
down  so  closely  as  to  prevent  the  possi- 
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bility  of  conviction  in  such  cases.  I 
regret  that  I  cannot  accede  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— If  the  law  is  to 
be  operative  at  all,  the  amendment  of 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Halifax  cannot  be 
entertained.  The  House  must  consider 
that  it  is  dealing  with  an  exceptional 
state  of  things  in  that  new  country,  and 
that  it  would  be  almost  impossible,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  get  a  conviction  for 
the  oflTence  of  selling  liquor  to  Indians  if 
it  made  it  necessary  to  have  two  wit- 
nesses. If  the  legislation  were  excep- 
tional, I  think  the  circumstances  would 
justify  it  j  but  I  am  mirprised  to  hear 
the  Senator  from  Halifax  say  that 
it  is  exceptional.  It  is  not  new  legisla- 
tion, in  some,  at  least,  of  the  older  pro- 
vinces. In  his  own  Province,  I  know 
breaches  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  selling 
of  intoxicating  liquors  are  punishable  en 
the  evidence  of  a  single  witness,  and  that 
witness  the  informer.  It  is  true  that 
the  punishment  provided  in  this  Bill  for 
the  offence  is  very  serious,  and  it  would 
be  desirable,  if  possible,  to  have  a  second 
witness  before  inflicting  it ;  but,  under 
the  circumstances,  you  would  render  the 
Bill  altogether  inoperative  by  accepting 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Halifax. 

The  SPEAKER— -Will  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman withdraw  his  amendment  1 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  decline  to  do 
so.  In  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Richmond  (Mr.  Miller), 
I  may  say  that  this  plea  of  necessity  is  a 
tyrant's  plea.  There  never  was  a 
tyrannical  act  perpetrated  without  that 
plea  being  urged  for  it.  I  contend  that 
the  legislation  is  exceptional,  and  that 
nothing  ef  the  kind  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Canadian  Statute  book.  I  have  not  the 
Statutes  of  Nova  Scotia  befere  me,  but  I 
know  that  in  trials  for  breaches  of  the 
License  Law  in  that  Province — at  all 
events  so  far  as  Halifax  is  concerned — it 
is  necessary  to  have  some  evidence  to 
confirm  that  of  the  informer.  Liquor, 
bottles  or  glasses  must  have  been  found 
on  the  premises  to  justify  a  conviction. 
Whatever  may  be  the  .chso  in  the  other 
districts  to  which  this  clause  applies,  I 
think  that  Manitoba  is  sufficiently  far 
advanced  to  be  treated  as  a  civilized 
community,  and  th^t  this  provision 
Eon.  Sir  Alex,  CampbeU. 


ought  not  to  apply  to  that  Province  atr 
all  events.  It  exposes  any  inofiensive 
man  to  the  possibility  of  being  made  a* 
victim  by  any  scoundrel  who  may  wish 
to  prosecute  him.  The  unsupported 
evidence  of  the  informer  who  is  to  re- 
ceive half  the  fines  may  perhaps  com- 
mit half  a  dozen  innocent  men  to 
prison. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost. 

Hon.  Mr.  BROUSE— Before  the  BUI 
is  read  the  third  time,  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  46th 
clause,  which  is  as  follows  : 

"46.  If  the  Superintendent-General  is  sat- 
isfied that  any  purchaser  or  lessee  of  any  In  • 
dian  lands,  or  any  assignee  claiming  under  or 
through  him,  has  been  guilty  of  any  fraud  or 
imposition,  or  has  violated  any  of  the  condi- 
tions of  sale  or  lease,  or  if  any  such  sale  or 
lease  has  been  or  is  made  or  issued  in  error 
or  mistake,  he  may  cancel  such  sale  or  lease, 
and  resume  the  land  therein  mentioned,  or 
dispose  of  it  as  if  no  sale  or  lease  thereof  had 
ever  been  made ;  and  all  such  cancellations 
heretofore  made  by  the  Governor  in  Council 
or  the  Superintendent-General  shall  continue 
valid  until  altered." 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  immense  power  that  is 
given  by  this  clause  to  the  Superintend- 
ent-Greneral.  He  may,  of  his  own 
motion,  deprive  a  man  of  his  property, 
and  declare  that  he  shall  not  have  con> 
trol  of  it  in  any  way.  The  Sui>erintend- 
ent-Q«neral  is  the  sole  arbiter  and  judge, 
and  the  man  whose  property  is  taken 
from  him  has  no  means  of  obtaining 
redress  for  his  grievance.  I  think  that 
such  an  arbitrary  p.jwer  should  not  be 
conferred  upon  any  man,  however  con- 
fident we  may  be  that  he  will  be  inclined 
to  do  justice.  I  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  at  least  give  the  aggrieved 
party  the  right  of  appeal  against  an  im- 
pror)er  exercise  of  this  arbitrary  power. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— My  hon. 
friend  from  New  Westminstjer  brought 
this  very  clause  to  my  notice,  and  asked 
me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, the  promoter  of  the  Bill  to 
the  arbitrary  power  which  it  gives  to  the 
Superintendent-General.  That  official 
need  only  be  satisfied  that  the  conditions 
of  sale  or  lease  have  been  violated  to  dis- 
possess a  man  of  his  property,  confiscate 
and  dispose  of  it  to  some  one  else,  and  no 
appeal  is  provided  foi.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  a  very  arbitrary  and  summary 
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^powe^  to  give  to  any  man,  even  to  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  and  his  succes- 
sors, who  may  not  at  all  times  be  pos- 
sessed of  supreme  wisdom.  It  might 
possibly  be  a  somewhat  different  matter 
df,  in  effect,  the  head  of  the  Department 
exercised  this  power,  but  it  virtually  will 
enable  an  official,  the  deputy  of  the 
Superintendent-Creneral  of  Indian  Affaira, 
to  confiscate  a  man's  property,  no  matter 
what  Lis  legal  or  equitabb  rights  are, 
without  giving  him  notice  or  the  right 
of  appeal.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  un- 
wise, and  even  despotic  power  to  vest 
even  in  the  head  of  any  department  of 
the  Government.  How  would  it  be  pos- 
sible for  a  poor  struggling  settler  in  the 
^ar  wilds  of  the  West,  ignorant  of  the 
law  and  his  rights,  or  too  poor  to  make 
his  wrongs  known  to  the  Department 
here  to  seek  redress  or  to  get  satisfaction 
or  justice  1  At  least  ample  notice  should 
be  given,  and  means  should  be  provided 
for  a  proper  hearing  of  his  defence.  It 
may  be  said  by  the  hon.  the  leader 
•of  the  Government  that  this  is  not  a 
new  clause,  and  he  may  urge  in  its  de- 
fence that  the  power  vested  in  a  member 
of  the  Government  would  likely  never 
be  abused.  Yet  I  am  advised  that  a 
similar  clause  to  this  has  been  tyrani- 
<;ally  used  by  the  late  Quebec  Adminis- 
tration, under  which,  without  notice, 
land  owners  were  deprived  of  their  pro- 
perty and  their  applications  ior  redress 
<lismissed  without  hearing  or  reason  as- 
signed. If  such  has  been  done  so  near 
the  Capital,  is  it  not  more  than  likely 
that  those  further  removed,  with  less 
chance  or  power  of  being  heard  may  be 
oppressed  f  I  contend  this  46th  clause  is 
too  arbitrary,  and  may  lead  to  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  poor  settler. 

Hon.  Sir*  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— It 
does  seem  to  be  a  clause  of  an  arbi- 
trary character,  but  it  has  been  in  al^ts 
relating  to  Indian  lands,  and  to  the 
management  and  sale  of  Crown  lands, 
for  many  years,  in  the  old  provinces, 
•without  any  evil  results.  Hon.  gentle- 
men most  bear  in  mind  that  the^  Super- 
intendent-General is  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior^  and  that  when  these  questions 
come  up  he  really  sits  as  a  judge.  I, 
myself,  had  the  management  of  the 
Crown  lands  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
had  repeatedly  those  matters  before  me. 
Disputes  arise  as  to  the  commission  or 
Ron.  Mr.  J^aulbach. 


non-commission  of  fraud  under  circum- 
stances in  which  a  sale  is  asked  for. 
Some  circumstances  may  be  concealed 
from  the  officer  making  the  sale,  as,  for 
instance,  the  fact  that  a  person  is  in 
possession  of  the  land.  Afterwards, 
when  the  circumstance  comes  out,  the 
party  in  possession  appeals  to  the  Super- 
intendent-General to  cancel  the  sale  or 
ise.  Things  of  that  kind  occur  con- 
stantly, and  are  really  dealt  with  by  the 
Minister  in  the  spirit  and  with  all  the 
responsibility  of  a  judge.  I  do  not  see 
that  you  could  put  it  in  better  shape.  I 
remember  that  such  matters  were  repeat- 
edly brought  before  me  when  I  had  the 
management  of  Indian  and  Crown  lands, 
and  they  were  disposed  of  in  the  Depart- 
ment. A 1  though  the  power  seems  arbitrary, 
the  decisions  are  given  by  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  who  is  responsible  for  his 
conduct,  and,  although  no  provision 
appears  in  the  Bill  for  an  appeal,  there 
is  substantially  an  appeal,  because  any- 
body who  is  dissatisfied  with  the  decision 
of  the  Department  can  bring  his  case 
before  the  Government  and  have  it 
heard  over  again.  I  remember  one  case 
that  I  heard  myself  in  Quebec.  Counsel 
appeared  for  the  party,  and  it  was  argued 
before  me.  I  indicated  the  decision  that 
I  would  anive*  at,  and  the  matter  was 
heard  over  again  before  the  Privy 
Council,  Sir  John  Macdonald  and  other 
ministers  being  present.  In  such  a  case 
it  is  really  an  appeal  to  a  court,  and  it 
has  all  the  advantages  of  being  presided 
over  by  ministers  who  are  familiar  with 
the  matter,  assisted  by  officers  who  have 
passed  their  lifetime  in  the  management 
of  the  public  lands.  Practically,  there 
are  no  evil  results,  although  I  admit  that 
the  power  seems  arbitrary.  We  have  . 
had  this  clause  with  reference  to  Crown 
lands  in  our  acts  for  thirty 
years,  and  it  has  been  adminis- 
tered in  the  spirit  I  speak 
of,  and  always  will  be.  No  person  could 
be  at  the  head  of  the  Department  who 
oottld  desire  to  {deal  with  such 
matters  in  any  other  way  than  in 
the  spirit  and  with  the  responsibility  of 
«  judge,  and  it  is  always  open  to  an 
appeal  to  Parliament  or  to  the  Govern- 
ment. It  saves  to  the  parties  concerned 
the  expense  of  a  law  suit,  and  their  cases 
are  heaixi  in  the  disposition  that  I  speak 
•f.    I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that,  prac 
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ticaily,  there  is  any  danger.  I  speak 
with  some  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
being  familiar  with  the  practice  of  the 
Department  for  many  years  past. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— -No  notice 
is  given  to  the  party  whose  la^d  is  to  be 
confiscated. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Oh 
yeS;  notice  is  always  given. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNB— I  trust 
the  House  will  not  allow  itself  to  be  per- 
suaded by  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Minister  of  Militia  to  adopt  this  clause. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  an  exeeedingly 
objectionable  one,  and  that  the  argu- 
ments advanced  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
are  hardly  tenable.  He  argues  that, 
because  a  certain  clause  has  not  proved 
injurious  under  his  administration  of  the 
public  lands,  it  would  not  be  injurious 
under  the  administration  of  others. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
gave  my  own  experience,  but  I  said  also 
that,  having  been  in  the  office,  I  knew 
the  traditions  of  the  Department  for 
twenty  or  thirty  years. 

Hon.  Mr.  HATTHORNE— And  the 
inference  was  that  things  might  always 
remam  in  the  same  groove.  I  conceive 
that  our  duty  is  to  provide,  not  against 
able  and  competeat  ministers,  but 
against  the  possibility  of  a  diverse  con- 
dition of  things.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  and  his  col- 
leagues may  be  perfectly  competent  to 
manage  that  Department,  but  it  is  quite 
2^K)ssib]e,  also,  that  his  successor^  may 
not  all  be  eqiially  competent^  and,  there- 
fore, the  hon.  gentleman  who  proposes  to 
make  a  change  in  this  clause  is  perfectly 
'justified  in  so  doing,  and  I  feel  disposed 
to  support  his  amendment. 

fion.  Dr.  BROXJSE— There  is  no  pro- 
vision by  which  the  party  in  possession 
of  the  land  can  appeal  against  the 
cancellation,  and  the  Superintendent- 
Qeneral  is  given  power  to  turn  him  out 
without  notice.  Great  hardships  have 
arisen  under  a  similar  law  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  where  persons  who  had 
purchased  Crown  lands,  paid  forthem  and 
held  possession  of  them  for  years,  have 
had  their  property  taken  from  them  and 
their  money  confiscated,  without  notice 
and  without  inquiry.  I  should  like  to 
ffon.  Sir  Alex.  CampheU. 


see  some  amendment  made  to  this  clause^ 
so  that  an  appeal  oould  be  had  to  the- 
Minister  himself. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  Superintendent-Grenerai  is  the  Min- 
ister. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— The  Superin- 
tendent-General is  the  Minister  of  the^ 
Interior. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROXJSE— Is  there  any 
provision  that  the  individual  in  posses- 
sion shall  be  notified  before  his  land  is 
taken  from  him  ? 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL--- 
There  is  no  such  provision,  but  it  ia 
always  done.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  no-, 
tice  is  necessary,  as  the  parties  are  always 
en  the  qui  vim.  How  could  any  Minis- 
ter be  satisfied  that  the  purchaser  had 
been  guilty  of  fraud  or  violation  of  the 
conditions  unless  he  had  been  heard  1 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— No  Minister 
would  dare  to  cancel  a  title  without 
notice  and  without  the  party  being 
heard. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— This  Bill  pro- 
vides that  the  gentleman  who  has  been 
heretofore  First  Clerk  in  the  Indian 
Branch  of  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior shall  be  practically  the  head  of  the 
new  department,  and  I  presume  that  in 
almost  no  case  will  the  Superintendent- 
General  be  guided  by  anything  but  the 
advice  and  suggestions  of  the  practical 
head  of  the  Department  in  such  cases. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  hon.  gentleman  is  quite  wrong. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  may  be  wrong 
altogether,  but  my  impression  is  that 
that  is  the  way  it  will  work» 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
No,  practically,  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment hears  these  cases  himself.  That 
has  been  my  experience. 

Hen.  Mr.  MILLER— It  is  a  judicial 
duty  that  is  performed  by  the  Minister 
himself. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— When  the  hon* 
gentleman  (Sir  Alex.  Campbell)  was  Min- 
ister of  Crown  lands  for  the  old  Province  of 
Canada,  consisting  of  the  Provinees  of 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  these  matters  were 
practically  under  the  eye  of  the   Depart- 
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menty  bxA  it  was  not  easy  for  an  im- 
proper use  of  this  power  to  be  exerciBed 
wiUiout  its  being  brought  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Minister  and  the  public  ; 
but  we  are  now  dealing  with  a  different 
state  of  things.  There  are  vast  tracts  of 
fertile  lands  in  the  North-West  which 
will  be  ooveted,  some  of  them  two  thou- 
sand miles  distant  from  t)ie  Department, 
and  I  think  very  much  more  care  is  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  injustice  now  than 
under  the  old  regimey  when  we  had  to 
deal  with  onlf  the  smaller  territory  of 
Ontario  and  Quebec. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

DORCHESTER  PJSNITBNTIARY  BILL. 
SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (G)  '^  An  Act  respecting 
Dorchester  Penitentiary."  He  said : 
This  measure  is  one  of  a  declaratory 
character,  setting  forth  that  certain  lands, 
at  or  near  Dorchester,  shall  be,  by  pro- 
clamation of  the  Grovemor  in  Council, 
declared  as  the  Penitentiary  for  the 
Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Prince  Edward  Island.  The 
second  clause  declares  what  convicts 
shall  be  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  in 
such  penitentiary.  The  third  clause 
makes  provision  for  the  extension  of  the 
provisions  of  certain  acts  to  the  cases  of 
convicto  liable  to  be  imprisoned  therein. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— This  Bill  pur- 
ports to  be  a  measure  to  provide  a  peni- 
tentiary for  Nova  Scotia,  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Prince  Edward  Island.  The 
first  section  says  it  shall  be  ''  the  "  peni- 
tentiary for  these  Provinces,  and  it  clear- 
ly intends  that,  after  this  is  declared  by 
proclamation  to  be  the  penitentiary, 
there  shall  be  no  other  penitentiary  in 
the  Maritime  Provinces.  I  think  it  is 
more  than  doubtful  whether  we  should 
take  that  step  just  now.  I  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  gather  some  information 
on  the  subject,  and  it  leads  me  to  think 
that,  with  regard  to  Nova  Sootia,  this 
action  is  premature.  If  the  Dorchester 
Penitentiary  is  intended  for  the  three 
lower  provinces  it  should  be  large 
enough  to  contain  all  the  prisoners  that 
are  there  now,  and  some  additional. 
Accommodation  is  provided  in  the  new 
building  for  only  120  prisoners.  On 
Hon,  Mr.  Power. 


looking  at  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of 
Penitentiaries  for  the  year  1878,  I  find 
that  there  were  of  long-term  prisoners 
who  would  go  to  this  new  institution,, 
seventy-four  in  St.  John,  seventy- 
four  in  Halifax  and  eight  in 
Prince  Edward  Island,  making  in  all 
over  150  prisoners.  Hon.  gentiemen 
will  see  that  it  is  quite  impossible  to  put 
150  odd  prisoners  into  a  penitentiary  in 
which  there  is  accommodation  for  only 
120.  I  find  that  the  number  of  long- 
teim  prisoners,  at  the  beginning  of 
February  this  yeai>  was  in  St.  John.  65,. 
and  in  Halifax  62,  or  a  total  of  127. 
Last  November,  the  Halifax  Prison  waa 
over-crowded,  and  30  prisoners  had  to  be^ 
taken  from  Halifax  and  8  from  Prince 
Edward  Island  to  Kingston  Penitentiary. 
These,  added  to  the  127  prisoners  in  St, 
John  and  Halifax  in  February  last, 
would  make  a  total  of  1 65,  so  thai  th& 
accommodation  for  prisoners  in  the  Dor- 
chester Penitentiary  falls  45  short  of  the 
number  of  lower  province  criminals 
now  actually  undergoing  imprisonment. 
Taking  together  the  h^hest  numbers  in 
the  three  Provinces,  we  should  have  196. 
It  is  quite  clear  that  Dorchester  Peni- 
tentiary is  not  large  enough,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  best  course  for  th& 
Government  to  pursue  would  be  to  con- 
tinue the  Halifax  Penitentiary  as  it  now 
stands,  until  such  time  as  the  new  wing 
of  the  Dorchester  institution  is  con- 
structed. In  order  to  shew  that  I  am 
not  merely  expressing  my  own,  or  locals 
or  partizan  views,  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  report  of  the  inspector  for  the 
year  1878.  In  that  report^  Mr.  Moylan 
says  of  the  St.  John  Penitentiary : — 

<<A8  on  all  former  visits  for  the  last  six 
years,  the  Penitentiary  was  over-crowded. 
This  was  notably  the  case  since  the  fiie,  a 
calamity  which  increased  the  number  of  short- 
term  prisoners.  The  number  of  cells  in  the 
male  prison  is  88,  yet  163  convicts  and  com- 
mon prisoners  were  registered  on  15th  August, 
187Y.  Of  these,  no  less  than  75  were  packed 
away  Ton  the  top  of  the  prison  block.  The 
danger  of  epidemic  during  the  very  hot 
weather  was  imminent  •  *  •  • 
The  risk  of  a  lower  depth  of  demoralization 
than  the  unfortunate  inmates  have  already 
reached  cannot  be  over-rated." 

Of  the  Halifax  Penitentiary,  he  speaks 
favorably.  At  page  17  of  the  report, 
the  Inspector,  speaking  of  the  new  peni- 
tentiary, gives  his  opinion  as  to  what 
ought  to  be  done,  and  hon.   gentiemen 
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will  see  that  his  views  on  this  question 
are  almost  the  same  as  those  which  I  have 
ventured  to  submit  to  the  House  : — 

"  When  the  penitentiary  was  commenced, 
1 20  cells  were  thought  to  be  sufficient  for  the 
number  of  convicts  that  would  be  removed 
there  on  its  being  finished,  from  St  John, 
Halifax  and  Prince  Edward  Island.  There 
were  then  only  36  at  St.  John,  38  at  HalifEix, 
and  about  10  on  the  Island,  making  a  total 
of  84.  A  large  increase  has  smce  taken 
place,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  conclude 
that  not  less  than  150  will  require  accommo- 
dation at  Dorchester  upon  the  inauguration  of 
the  penitentiary.  From  these  figures  it  is 
manifest  that  all  the  convicts  of  Maritime 
Provhlcee^cannot  be  sent  to  Dorchester  until 
another  wing  be  built.  This  should  be  com- 
menced without  delay,  as  along  with  the  in- 
sufficiency of  cell  accommodation,  neither  din- 
ing hall  nor  chapels  have  been  provided  in  the 
present  wing. 

*<  Taking  into  account,  then,  the  hybrid 
character  of  St.  John  Penitentiary,  where  con- 
victs and  common  prisoners  are  indiscrimin- 
ately mixed  up  together,  and  all  its  objection- 
able surroundings,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
the  transfer  of  all  the  convicts  from  that  in- 
stitution to  Dorchester. 

<<A88«ming  what  I  saw  at  Charlottetown 
Gaol  to  be  a  fair  criterion  of  how  convicts  are 
treated  on  the  Island,  I  would  suggest  the 
removal  to  the  new  penitentiary  of  any  con- 
victs that  may  be  there,  in  Summerside,  or 
elsewhere  in  that  Province. 

**  With  reference  to  the  convicts  at  Haliftix, 
I  recommend  for  your  decision,  either  that  the 
number  of  convicts  for  whom  ac^mmodation 
can  be  had  at  Dorchester  be  sent  there,  or 
that  the  full  number  at  Halifax,  when  the 
new  penitentiary  will  have  been  opened  by 
proclamation,  remain  undisturbed ;  the  excess 
accommodation  at  Dorchester  to  be  reserved 
for  convicts  that  may  be  sentenced  to  the 
penitentiary  from  the  several  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces. I  am  of  opinion  the  latter  course  will 
commend  itself  to  your  approval,  as  it  will 
obviate  the  difficulty  and  inconvenience  that 
may  arise— Dorchester  being  full — in  sending 
convicts  from  New  Brunswick  and  the  Island 
to  the  Halifax  Penitentiary." 

I  have  only  suggested  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  do  what  the  Inspector 
I'ecommendi,  and  I  do  not  see  any  ob- 
jection to  it.  Probably  the  ground 
taken  by  the  Minister  will  be  that  the 
plan  he  proposes  is  a  more  economical 
one  ;  bat  I  think  that  ther«  is  very  little 
economy  in  it  The  stati  at  Halifax  is 
very  small,  and  the  amount  of  the 
salaries  is  small.  The  keepers  would 
accompany  the  prisoners  to  Dorchester, 
and  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  pri- 
soners would  be  as  great  there  as  at 
Halifax.  The  Warden  at  Halifax,  and 
probably  one  or  two  other  officers  who 
ffon,  Mr.  Power. 


are  now  receiving  small  salari^,  would 
be  superannuated ;  and  the  saving  effected 
by  the  removal  to  Dorchester  would  be 
very  small  indeed.  I  feel,  therefore,  that 
it  would  be  better  to  allow  the  Peniten- 
tiary at  Halifax  to  remain,  at  least  until 
the  new  wing  of  the  Dorchester  institu- 
tion is  finished,  as  it  would  be  a  benefit 
to  the  people  of  that  city.  I  give  notice 
that,  when  the  Bill  is  in  committee,!  will 
move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  Nova 
Scotia."  Another  thing  to  which  I  would 
call  attention  is  the  f^t  that,  although 
there  are  efficient  officers  in  Halifax 
and  St.  John  Penitentiaries,  the  Govern- 
ment have  not,  from  what  I  see  in  the 
newspapers,  appointed  gentlemen  who 
have  haid  any  experience  as  warden  and 
deputy  warden.  The  gentleman  named 
as  warden  has  had  a  good  deal  of  ex- 
perience in  a  somewhat  similar  capacity, 
and  I  should  not  be  disposed 
to  quarrel  with  the  Government 
for  Laving  gone  outside  of  the  present 
stafi*to  select  a  warden,  as  the  Warden  of 
the  St.  John  Penitentiary  is  a  rather  old 
man,  and  the  Warden  of  the  Halifax 
Penitentiary  is  not  in  very  vigorous 
health ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
excuse  for  not  appointing  one  of  the 
subordinate  officers  in  Halifax  or  St. 
John  to  the  position  of  deputy  warden. 
The  head  keeper  or  Deputy  Warden  in 
Halifax,  Mr.  Boss,  has  been  in  that 
institution  for  eleven  or  twelve  years, 
and  is  well  qualified  for  the  position  of 
deputy  warden  in  the  Dorchester  Peni- 
tertiary.  There  is  an  officer  in  the  St. 
John  Penitentiary  who  is  also  qualified 
to  fill  the  position  of  deputy  warden; 
but  the  gentleman  who  is  named  in  the 
newspapers  as  having  been  selected  for 
the  office  has  had  no  experience,  his 
particular  recommendation  oeing  that  he 
comes  from  the  county  which  has  the 
honor  of  being  represented  by  the  Min- 
ister of  Justice. 

Hon.  Mr.  KATJLBACH— My  views 
on  this  smbject  are  very  much  in  har- 
mony with  those  of  my  hon.  friend  from 
Halifax,  and  his  views  are  supported  bj 
the  report  of  Mr.  Moylafi.  It  is  quite 
evident  that,  until  the  new  wing  of  the 
Dorchester  Penitentiary  is  constructed, 
that  prison  will  not  have  sufficient 
capacitv  for  all  the  criminals  now  in  the 
Maritime  Provinces.  It  is  clear  that 
the   Penitentiary  at   Halifax  has  been 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dorchester 


[March  30,  1880.]  Penitentiary  Bill.  20f 


over-crowded,  as  a  number  of  the 
•prisoners  had  tx)  be  sent  to  Kingston  last 
year.  From  the  report  which  my  hon. 
friend  has  read,  it  seems  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  PenicentiarieH  at  St.  John 
and  Charlottetown,  or  Summerside,  is  not 
good,  as  the  common  prisoners  and  the 
convicts  are  mixed  np  together,  and  the 
surroundings  are  not  satisfactory,  or 
even  beneficial,  to  the  morals  of  the 
people  inhabiting  those  buildings.  It 
seems  to  me  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  better  course  for  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  my  hon.  friend,  as  suppoi-ted  by  the 
report  of  the  Inspector,  Mr.  Moylan,  and 
allow  the  full  number  of  prisoners  to  be 
kept  ill  the  Penitentiary  at  Halifax 
imlil  such  time  as  accommoda- 
tion can  be  provided  by  the  con- 
struction of  an  additional  wing 
in  the  new  institution  at  Dorchester. 
There  are  now  about  130  convicts  in  the 
Penitentiaries  of  Nova  Scotia,  New 
Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island, 
whilst  there  are  only  1 20  cells  in  the 
new  penitentiary.  So  that  it  is  im pos- 
sible that  all  the  convicts  can  be  sent  to 
Dorchester  until  another  wing  ia  built. 
Yet  it  would  appear  that,  under  this  Bill, 
all  would  have  to  be  sent  there  as  soon 
as  the  proclamation  is  made.  If  the 
Dorchester  Penitentiary  is  to  be  im- 
mediately filled  up — as  it  seems  will  be 
the  effect  of  this  Bill — then,  to  avoid 
incarceration  in  Prince  Edward  Island 
and  New  Brunswick,  convicts  from  these 
Provinces  will  have  to  be  sent  to  Halifax 
Penitentiary.  The  hon.  the  Secretary 
of  State  had  better  consider  this  matter, 
and  so  alter  this  Bill,«that  for  the  present, 
the  full  number  of  convicts  may  remain 
in  the  Penitentiary  at  Halifax,  and  any 
surplus,  with  all  from  New  Brunswick 
and  Prince  Edward  Island,  be  sent  to 
Dorchester  Penitentiary. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE— If  it  is 
found  that  the  Dorchester  institution  is 
not  soflicient  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  prisoners  of  the  Maritime  Provinces 
it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
provide  quarters  for  them  either  at 
Kingston  or  somewhere  else.  From  the 
returns  which  have  just  been  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  hon.  Secretary  of  State,  in 
reply  to  the  address  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  move  some  time  ago,  I  see  that 
the  expenditure  on  the  Dorchester  Peni- 
ffoT^  2ir.  Katdbcbch. 


tentiary  has  been  very  large.  The  pre- 
vailing opinion  throughout  the  Mari- 
time Provinces  since  the  commence- 
ment of  that  work  has  been 
that  both  the  location  and  ex- 
penditure have  been  injudicious. 
It  is  not,  however,  one  of  the  expendi- 
tures for  which  the  present  Government 
are  accountable,  as  they  are  not  respon- 
sible either  for  the  location  of  the  institu- 
tion or  for  the  expenditures  incurred. 
From  the  return  before  the  House,  I 
find  that  there  has  been  expended  on 
the  Dorchester  Penitentiary  ap  »  to 
the  31st  of  December  last,  near- 
ly $193,000.  Of  that  sum,  $22,000 
was  for  land  purchase.  It  is  well 
known  that,  when  the  location  of  this 
penitentiary  was  made,  the  Government 
was  in  possession  of  a  very  valuable 
piece  of  land  in  the  same  Province — the 
old  Cumberland  Fort  at  Westmoreland — 
that  offered  a  most  eligible  site  for  this 
institution.  It  was  situated  close  to  the 
railway,  and  could  have  been  taken  for 
the  penitentiary  without  incurring  any 
expense.  It  was  stated  at  the  time  that 
the  old  Cumberland  Fort,  with  which  so 
many  of  the  historical  associations  of  the 
country  are  connected,  was  admirably 
situated,  but  that  there  was  a 
scarcity  of  water  and  building  material, 
and  Dorchester  was  selected,  because 
they  could  be  obtained  more  conveni- 
ently. It  has  since  been  found  that, 
although  a  very  large  sum  of  money  has 
been  expended  to  supply  the  penitentiary 
with  water,  it  has  been  a  total  failure, 
and  it  will  require  a  very  heavy  addi- 
tional outlay  to  bring  water  from  a 
distance.  It  has  also  been  found  that, 
by  the  same  mismanagement,  no  retaining 
walls  have  been  provided,  and  if  the  con- 
victs were  placed  in  the  penitentiary  to- 
morrow there  is  nothing  outside  to  keep 
them.  I  believe  that  the  location  of 
the  |)enitentiary  and  its  construction 
at  Dorchester  have  been  a  gross 
public  blunder,  and  I  regret  to  say, 
from  all  I  have  heard,  it  will  require  a 
very  lavish  expenditure  before  it  will  be 
fit  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed. The  present  Government  are  not 
to  be  blamed  for  it,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
legacies  that  has  been  handed  down  to 
them  by  their  predecessors.  Whatever 
is  necessary  to  centralise  the  convicts  of 
the  Maritime  Provinces,  will  have  to  be 
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dome,  and  if  the  Dorchester  Peniten- 
tiary is  not  large  enough  to  accommo- 
date them  as  it  is  at  present,  it  will  have 
to  be  enlarged. 

Hon.  Mr.  ATKINS — It  is  very  much 
to  be  regretted  indeed  that  the  criminal 
classes  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  have 
increased  as  rapidly  as  the  figures  quoted 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Halifax 
would  indicate.  No  person  regi'ets 
it  more  than  I  do.  It  is  evident  that  the 
persons  who  designed  the  Dorchester 
Penitentiary  supposed  it  would  be  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  criminal 
population  of  the  T-.ower  Provinces  for 
some  years  to  come.  However,  it  proves 
to  be  too  small,  and  the  only  thing  to 
be  done  now,  under  the  circumstances,  is 
to  have  it  enlarged.  I  could  not  help 
admiring  the  ingenuousness  of  my  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Power)  when  he  expressed 
his  desire  to  have  all  the  convicts  and 
vagabonds  of  New  Brunswick  and  Prince 
Edward  Island  removed  to  the  Dorches- 
ter Penitentiary,  and  his  willingness  to 
keep  the  criminals  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the 
Penitentiary  at  Halifax.  I  presume  his 
idea  \&  that  the  maintenance  of  such  an 
institution  at  Halifax  will  benefit  the 
trade  of  that  city.  He  gives  as  a  I'eason 
why  the  Dorchester  institution  should 
not  be  proclaimed  the  penitentiary  for 
the  Maritime  Provinces,  that  it  is  too 
small  to  accommodate  all  the  pri- 
soners, and  those  who  could  not 
be  accommodated  there  could  not 
be  sent  anywhere  else  The  hon.  gentle 
tleman  is  quite  mistaken.  It  is  not  the 
intention  to  turn  out  the  surplus  crimi- 
nals on  the  public  when  the  penitentiary 
is  filled,  as  the  balance  can  be  accommo- 
dated in  some  of  the  other  prisons, 
wherever  the  interests  of  society  may  be 
best  served,  until  the  Dorchester  institu- 
tion is  enlarged. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— Then  the  hon. 
gentleman  will  have  to  amend  his  Bill 
to  do  that. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  special  necessity  for  amend- 
ing the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— The  Bill  pro- 
vides that,  alter  the  proclamation  is 
issued,  Dorchester  shall  be  the  peniten- 
tiary for  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— That  does  not 
prevent  any  long-term  prisoners  irom 
Hon,  Mr,  Macfarlane* 


being  incarcerated  in  any  other  peni 
tentiary  ;  it  does  not  prevent  them  from 
being  taken  to  Charlottetown  or  King- 
ston. The  Grovemor  in  Council  has  the 
power  to  do  that  under  the  General 
Penitentiary  Act. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

DOMINION  LANDS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

SECOND   BEADING. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (H)    "To   amend    the 
Dominion   Lands   Act  of  1879."      He 
said  that  this  Bill  grew  out  of  the  results 
of  working  the  measure  of  last  session. 
The  first  section  related  to  school  lands 
which,   under     the     present    law,    are 
specially  set   apart  for  school  purposes. 
It  had  been   founi  desirable,  in  the  in- 
terests of    the  railway,  that   seme    of 
those    lands    should    be   used    as     sta- 
tion   grounds.       Provision     was    made 
by   this    amendment   for    taking    these 
lands  and     crediting   the    school    fund 
with  their  value,  which  was  to  be  fixed 
by  the  value  of  railway  lands  in  their 
immediate    vicinity.     Another    amend- 
ment related  to  homesteads,   and  gave 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  discretionary 
power  to  pennit  a  person  who  had  for- 
feited his  homestead,  by  absenting  him- 
self from  it  longer  than  six  months,  to 
enter  it  a  second  time.     The  fourth  an<l 
fttth  sections  related  to  mineral  and  coal 
lands.      Under    the  existing  law,  they 
might  be  settled  upon  as  ordinary  agri- 
cultural lands.     This  clause  repealed  the 
sections  referring  to  them,  and  provided 
that  lands  containing  minerals  or  coal, 
whether  in  surveyed  or  unsurveyed  ter- 
ritory, shall  not  be  subject  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Act  respectinfif  sale  or  home- 
stead, but  shall  be  disposed  of  in  such 
manner     and     on      such      terms     and 
conditions     as      may,     from     time     to 
time,  be  fixed  by  the  Governor  in  Council. 
This  amendment  grew  out  of  the  discov- 
eries of  coal.     Rings  had  been  formed  to 
get  possession  of  these  lands,  and  it  was 
considered  advisable,  in   the   public  in- 
terest, that  they  should  not  be  disposed  of 
in  that  way.     The  fifth  clause  made  re- 
servation   as    to  minerals   and  coal  in 
lands   leased  as  timber  limits.     There 
were  other  amendment  of  minor  inopor- 
tance. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  tim«. 
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BETTER  PREVENTION  OF  CRIME  BILL. 
SECOND  READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  AlKINS  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (I),  "  Further  to  con- 
tinue for  a  limited  time  *  The  Better 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act,  1878."  He 
explained  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was 
merely  to  continue  the  existing  law  for 
another  year. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  9.46  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Wedne9daij,  31st  March,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 
Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

SENATOR  SEYMOUR'S  DEATH. 

Hon.   Mr.   ALEX  AND  ER  —  Before 
the  order  of  *he  day  is   called  I   would 
desire,  as   one    of    the    oldest  friends 
of  Senator    Seymour,     who     has    just 
departed    this     life,     to    refer    to    the 
sad  event  of  his  decease,  and  to  say  how 
sincerely  I  join  in  paying  this  last  tribute 
to  his  memoiy.      He  has  been  for  a  long 
period  in  the  Parliament  of  his  country, 
and  during  that  period  he  has  been  a 
most  faithful  representative  of  the  people. 
Having  reached  more  than  the  ordinary 
term  of  life  allotted  to  man,  he  has,  of 
later  years,  not  been  able  to   take  so 
active  a  part  as  formerly  on  the  floor  of 
the  House,  but,  up  to  this  very  session, 
he  has    continued  to  render    valuable 
service  to  his  country  as  chairman    of 
committees.    He  possessed  many  qualities 
and  virtues,  which  made  him  a  valuable 
representative  of  the  people.     He  laboi«d 
alwajs  faithfully  to  prevent  any  undue 
expenditure  of  the  public   money.     He 
possessed  qualities  and  virtues  which  we 
cannot  value  too  highly.     He  was  a  man 
of  answerving  integrity  of  purpose.    No 
temptation  or  consideration  upon  earth 
eouU  make  him  do  a  dishonorable  act. 
Prudent,    industtious    and  perseveiing, 
his  affairs  were  always  in  a  prosperous 
stake.    As  a  kind  and  affectionate  parent, 
he  was  beloved  by  his  family,  and  was 
universally  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him.    He  was  ever  a  just  and  good  man, 
Ecn.  Mr.  Atkins. 


whose  memory  we  may  well  honor,  and 
whose  example  we  may  well  endeavor  to 
follow.  I  will  only  add  :  liequi^scat  in 
pace. 

THE  LAW  AND  TRANSLATION  DEPART- 

MENTS. 

RESOLUTION. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved- 
the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
Commons,  to  acquaint  them  that  the  Innate 
has  appointed  the  Hon.  Messrs.  Bellerose^ 
Cornwall,  McLelan  (Londonderry),  Miller, 
Pelletier,  Scott,  and  the  mover,  to  be  a  Select 
Committee  on  the  part  of  this  House  to  con* 
sider  whether  it  would  not  be  attended  with 
economy  and  advantage  to  the  public  service 
if  the  Law  Department  of  each  House,  and 
that  of  Translation,  were  respectively  amalga- 
mated, and  to  act  on  behalf  of  this  House 
with  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
as  desired  by  the  Commons  in  their  message 
dated  Monday,  the  22nd  March  instant,  and 
received  by  this  House  ycsteixiay:" 

Hon.   Mr.  POWER— I  suppose  thi» 
is  the  proper  time  to  expresa  any  feeling 
of  hostility  to  the  motion  which  has  just 
been  made.     I  may  say  that,  when  the- 
hon.   the  leader  of  the  Government  in 
this  House  fiist  brought  the  mattei'  be- 
fore the  Senate,  it  struck  me  as  being  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  being  a  move- 
ment towards  economy ;  but,   after  fur- 
ther reflection,  and  making  some  inquiry 
in  connection  with   the  matter,  I  havo 
been  led  to  look  at  the  proposed  change 
in  a  different  light.     It  strikes  me  now 
that,  while  the  economy  would  probably 
be  very  small,  this  movement  is  really 
to  a  certain  extent  directed  against  the 
independence  of  this  House.     I  do  not 
tliink   that  that  applies   with  so  much 
force  to  the  pi*opesal  to   consolidate  the 
Departments  of  Translation   as  to  that 
which  proposes  to  consolidate  the  Law 
Departments  of  the  two  Houses.  At  the 
same  time,  I  think  it  is  only  proper  that 
the  Senate,  which  is  supposed  to  be  an 
independent  House,  in  which  bills  and 
other  business  ara  introduced  and  dealt 
with  independently    of   the   Commons,, 
should  have  translators  at  its  own  order 
solely.     Our  clerks  do  their  work  faith- 
fully and  well,  and  I  think  that,   before 
an  arrangement  is  made,  care  should  be 
taken  that  the  officei-s  of  this  House  do 
not  suffer  by  the  change.     I  think  we 
should  endeavor  to  retain  our  own  trana- 
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lators.  As  a  rule,  I  think  it  will  be 
found  that  the  business  of  the  House  of 
Commons  will  take  precedence  of  ours, 
and  further,  that,  just  as  happened  in 
the  Joint  Committees  on  Printing  and 
on  the  Librai-y,  these  departments, 
when  consolidated,  will  be  controlled 
almost  altogether  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  the  patronage 
will  rest  with  that  House,  and  not  with 
the  Senate.  This  matter  is  one  of  much 
more  importance  than  might  at  first 
stnke  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  are  going 
on  this  committee,  and  I  hop6  tliey  will 
be  very  careful  about  the  rights  and 
piivileges  of  the  Senate.  I  regard  the 
pi*oi)osal  to  consolidate  the  law  depart- 
ments of  the  two  Houses  as  one  that 
will  not  commend  itself,  on  reflection,  to 
liny  member  of  the  Senate.  The  peculiar 
function  of  this  House,  the  principal 
one  at  all  events,  is  to  revise  the  legis- 
lation coming  up  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Every  bill  that  comes  from  that 
Chambir  is  supposed  tx)  have  been 
inspecti'il  by  the  law  officer  of  the  Com- 
mons before  it  passes  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  and  it  leaves  there 
with  his  entire  approval.  It  is  sup- 
posed to  meet  his  views  as  regards  the 
law  contained  in  it,  and  the  form  of  the 
measuie.  It  comes  up  to  the  Senate, 
and  our  principal  duty  with  that  bill  is 
to  amend  it  in  any  particular  in  which 
it  is  defective.  It  is  only  very  rarely 
that  a  bill  is  thrown  out  altogether  by 
thL<)  House.  The  principal  agent  in 
dealing  with  a  bill  here  is  the  Law  Clerk 
of  the  Senate,  upon  whose  advice  we 
have  chiefly  to  rely.  The  bill  passes 
into  his  hands,  and  any  member  who 
wishes  to  know  just  what  the  effect  of 
the  bill  may  be,  can  have  the  opinion  of 
the  Law  Officer  upon  it.  Now,  hon.  gen- 
tlemen will  see  that,  if  we  have  no  law 
officer  of  our  own,  independent  of  the 
law  department  of  the  Lower  House, 
the  members  of  the  Senate  will  be  left  to 
their  own  unaided  judgment  in  dealing 
with  these  measures.  I  feel  that  the 
doing  away  with  the  office  of  Law  Clerk 
of  this  House  is  striking  a  very  great 
blow  at  the  utility  and  independence  of 
the  Senate,  and  1  am  sorry  to  see  a  blow 
of  that  kind  come  from  the  head  of  this 
Chamber.  I  know  that  hon.  gentlemen 
have  in  former  times  manifested  a  good 
'deal  of  reasonable  indignation  when  mem- 
Hon»  Mr,  Power. 


berg  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature have  attempted  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  rights  and  privil^es 
of  the  Senate,  and  I  am  sorry  to  see 
now  that  the  leader  of  this  House  has 
taken  the  same  course  that  has  been  so 
properly  objected  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON— As  the  Print- 
ing Committee  has  been  referred  to,  I  may 
state,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Printing  continued  me  as 
their   chairman  for   twelve  consecutive 
sessions,  and  that  during  that  time  the 
two  Houses  had  \in  equal  representation 
upon  it.     It  is  possible  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  other  House  had  more  brains, 
and  were,  perhaps,  sharper  than  we  were, 
but  I  know  that  they  used  to  complain 
that  the  Senate  rather  controlled  them, 
that  we  checked  their  extravagance,  and 
prevented  them  from  getting  as  many 
useless  documents  printed  as  in  former 
yeai's.     We  saved  the  country  not  less 
than  $100,000  a  year,  and  secured  greater 
efficiency  in  the  service.     I  am  sure  we 
have  greater  despatch  in  our  publications, 
whatever  they  may  be.  We  were  bothered 
about  the  distribution  too,  and  hon.  gen- 
tlemen used  to   put  the    fault  on  me 
because  they  did  not  get  their  documents. 
The    House    of     Commons    had     their 
distribution   staff*,    and    we    h>ul    ours, 
and  the  result  was  confusion.     Some  six 
or  seven  years  ago  we  recommended  to 
the  House — and  our  recommendation  was 
unanimously  adopted — that  the  distribu- 
tion should  be  brought  under  one  service, 
under  the  control  of  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee.    The  result  is  that  there  has  not 
been  a  word  of  complaint  in  either  Hoftse 
since  the  change,  and  we  are  saving  at 
least  $2,500  a  year  in  that  little  service 
alone.     My  impression  is  that  this  is  a 
rtiovementin  the  right  direction.  You  will 
have  the  service  better  performed,  with 
greater  economy  ;  and,  instead  of  having 
a  law  clerk  in  one  part  of  the  building 
and  another  law  clerk  in  another  part  of 
it,  the  law  department  will  be  the  common 
property  of    both    Houses.      I    cannot 
undei-stand   why  my   hon.  friend  from 
Halifax  wunts  to  have  the  translatoi^s' 
department  kept  separate.     Three  or  four 
years  ago  there   was  a  great  pressure 
to    get    some  documents   printed   very 
rapidly  for  the  Senate.     I  went  myself 
to  the  translators,  and  they  told  me  tha^ 
they  could  not  possibly  hurry  any  more 
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than  they  warn  doing.  T  found,  by  in- 
quiry from  th^  Clerk  of  the  Printing 
Gommittoe  (Mr.  Hartney),  that,  in  the 
other  Chamber,  there  were  three  or  four 
trtinslators  doing  nothing  at  all ;  but 
when  we  applied  for  their  assistance  we 
found  that  we  could  not  get  their  ser- 
vices, and  we  were  obliged  to  go  outside 
and  employ  men  to  do  the  work  that 
ought  to  be  done  by  the  men  in  the 
translators'  department  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  We  had  no  control  over 
them.  I  am  astonished  to  find  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Halifax  taking  the 
ground  that  he  has  assumed,  uiore 
especially  with  regard  to  the  printing 
service.  Had  he  been  as  long  on  that 
committee  as  I  have  been,  he  would  not 
have  made  the  observations  that  he  has 
addressed  to  the  House  to-day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  on  a  divi- 
sion. 

MAIL  PBIKTING  COMI'ANYS   BILL. 
SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLA.N  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (40>  "  To  incorporate  the 
Mail  Printing  Company."  He  explained 
that  it  was  in  all  respects  framed  ex- 
actly the  same  as  the  Act  now  on  the 
Statute  books  for  incorporating  the 
Globe  Printing  Company. 

The  BiJl  was  read  the  second  time. 

BELL    TiSLEPHONE    COMPANVS    BILL. 
SECOND  READING.  , 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (17)  "  To  incorporate  the 
Bell  Telephone  Company." 

Hon.  Mr.  HOWLAF  said  that  this 
question  of  the  rights  of  telegraph  coii- 
|>anie8  had  been  very  fully  discussed  in 
J)oth  branches  of  Parliament  in  1875. 
The  16th  section  of  the  Marine  Electric 
Telegraphs  Act,  passed  in  that,  year,  con- 
tained the  following  provision  : — 

"  No  such  letters  patent  or  grant  of  corporate 
powers  to  be  exercised  within  the  jarisdiction 
of  Omada  shall  be  made  to  or  conferred  upon 
any  company  or  association  which  possesses 
any  exclusive  privilege  of  landing  a  wire  or 
^•ablo  for  a  marine  telegraph  in  or  upon  the 
♦-OBst  of  any  state,  province  or  country  in 
America^  Europe,  or  elsewhere,  unless  an  equal 
or  reciprocal  right  or  privilege  of  landing 
wire  or  cable  and  establishing  a  marine  tele- 
graph npon  the  same  coast  is  conceded  to  any 
and  each  of  the  companies  in  the  first  section 
Hon,  Mr.  Simpson. 


of  this  Act  mentioned,  or  which  may  become 
incorporated  in  Canada  under  the  provisions  of 
this  section  of  this  Act . " 

Although  this  Bill  was  to  incorporate  a 
Telephone  Company,  it  empowered  them 
to  construct,  lease  or  acquire  telegraph 
lines  and  even  to  lay  cables  to  other 
countries.  The  2nd  section  contained 
the  following  : — 

"  The  said  Company  shall  have  power  to 
manufacture  telephones  and  other  apparatus 
connected  therewith,  and  their  appurtenances 
and  other  instruments,  used  in  connection  with 
the  business  of  a  telegraph  or  telephone  com- 
pany,  and  to  purchase,  sell  or  lease  the  samo 
and  rights  relating  thereto,  and  to  build, 
establish,  construct,  purchase,  acquire  or  lease, 
and  maintain  and  operate,  or  sell  or  let,  any 
line  or  lines  for  the  transmission  of  messages 
by  telephone,  in  Canada  or  elsewhere,  and  to 
make  connection,  for  the  purposes  of  telephone 
business,  with  the  line  or  lines  of  any  tele- 
graph or  telephone  company  in  Canada  gr  else- 
where, and  to  aid  or  advance  money  to  build 
or  work  any  such  line  to  be  u«<ud  for  telephone 
purposes." 

Now,  this  was  a  very  important  BUI. 
Ic  conferred  upon  this  Company  powers 
which  Parliament  should  ba  very  chary 
in  bestowing.  There  we»e  two  telegraph 
companies  in  this  country — the  Montreal 
and  the  Dominion — which  had  linea 
throughout  Qiiebec  and  Ontario,  and 
extended  to  Manitoba,  but  the  Western 
Union  Company  had  a  monopoly  of  the 
telegraph  business  in  the  Maritime^  Pro- 
vinces. It  was  a  fact  beyond  dispute 
that  the  telegraphic  communication  all 
over  this  continent,  to-day,  was  in  the 
hands  of  Ameiicans,  controlled  by  the 
Western  Union  Company.  Not  only 
that,  but  the  Anglo-American  Company 
had  leased  to  them  eleven  miles  of  the 
shore  end  of  their  cable  because  this 
Parliament  bad  not  given  them  permis- 
sion to  land  in  this  country.  That  was 
why  he  asked  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Hamilton  whether  he  was  prepared  to 
put  in  this  Bill  some  such  clause  as  this 
which  he  had  quoted.  The  Western 
Union  Company  and  Anglo-American 
Company  could  charge  what  rates  they 
pleased  all  over  this  continent,  but  if  a 
clause  were  inserted  in  this  Bill,  providing 
that  the  Company  should  not  have  ex- 
clusive rights  in  the  Dominion,  it  might 
protect  the  public  from  the  possibility  of 
extortion. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  said  that  this  Com- 
pany did  not  charge  by  the  number  of 
words. 
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Hon.  Mr.  HOWLANsaid  that  it  gave 
power  to  construct  lines  of  telegraphs. 
Up  to  the  present  time  no  telephone  had 
been  invented  that  could  transmit  a  mes- 
sage a  distance  exceeding  20  or  30  miles, 
but  nobody  could  say  to  what  perfection 
it  would  yet  be  brought,  and  it  was  pos- 
sible that  it  might  eventually  be  extended 
across  the  Atlantic.  The  third  clause 
empowered  the  company  to  lay  a  cable 
across  the  Atlantic.  It  probably  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
to  give  such  powers,  but  they  were. con- 
tained in  this  Bill.  If  the  hon.  Senator 
would  amend  it  by  inserting  the  clause 
of  the  Act  of  1875,  which  he  had  quoted, 
he  would  not  object  to  its  passage. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  said  that  the  amend- 
ment could  be  submitted  in  the  Com- 
mittee •on  Railways  and  Telegraphs,  to 
which  he  proposed  to  refer  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

DORCHESTER  PENITENTIARY  BILL. 
THIRD    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  House 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Bill 
(G).  "An  Act  respecting  the  Dorchester 
Penitentiary." 

IN    THE    COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  De  BOUCHERVILLE  in 
the  chair. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  mov^d  the  adop- 
tion of  the  first  clause. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  suggested  that 
the  words  "  shall  be  the  Penitentiary," 
-etc.,  should  be  changed  to  "  shall  be  a 
penitentiary."  There  was  no  doubt  that, 
lor  some  time,  the  prisoner  would  have 
to  be  confined  in  Halifax  Penitentiary 
until  the  Dorchester  Penitentiary  was 
<6n]arged,  and  the  wording  of  the  clause 
would  convey  to  the  ordinary  mind  that 
the  latter  was  the  only  penitentiary  in 
the  Maritime  Provinces. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  did  not  see  any 
necessity  for  the  amendment  The 
policy  of  the  Government  wa.*j  to  econo- 
mise expenditures  in  connection  with 
these  institutions  as  far  as  possible,  by 
establishing  one  penitentiary  instead  of 
the  three  that  now  exist  in  the  Mari- 
time Provinces.  The  existing  law  had  a 
provision  similar  to  that  contained  in  this 
Hen,  Mr,  Hope. 


Bill,  and  he  doubted  very  much  if 
it  was  necessary  to  pass  this  measure 
at  all,  except  to  supplement  the  law  as  it 
stood,  and  remove  some  doubts  as  to 
what  convicts  should  be  imprisoned  in 
Dorchester  Penitentiary.  The  only  ar 
gument  that  could  be  urged  against 
making  Dorchester  Penitentiary  the 
l^nitentiary  for  the  three  Provinces  was 
that,  until  the  building  was  completed, 
there  might  not  be  sufficient  room  to  ac- 
commodate all  the  prisoners  incarcerated 
in  the  local  penitentiaries.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  would  not  be  the  case,  and 
that  the  incre»ise  of  crime  which  had  been 
witnessed  within  the  last  few  years  would 
not  continue.  If  it  did  not  continue,  the 
space  contemplated  would  besnfBcient  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Maiitimo  Pro- 
vinces ;  if  the  accommodation  was  not 
sufficient,  the  expense  of  keeping  another 
penitentiary  open  could  be  obviated  by 
sending  the  surplus  pris'jners  to  Kingston 
until  the  Dor«hester  institution  was  en- 
larged. A  criminal,  when  sentenced,  was 
not  sentenced  to  any  particular  peniten- 
tiary, but  to  a  penitentiary.  If,  after 
the  Dorchester  Penitentiary  was  opened, 
there  were  fifteen  or  twenty  piisoners 
over  the  number  who  could  be  accommo- 
dated, it  would  not  be  wise  or  prudent 
to  keep  the  Halifax  Penitentiary  open, 
and  maintain  a  large  staff  of  officials, 
when  the  criminals  could  be  removed  to 
Kingston,  and  the  Halifax  property  could 
be  sold  and  the  proceeds  added  to  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  accept  the  amend- 
ment. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  amendment. 

•  Hon.  Mr.  POWER  said,  with  regard 
to  removing  prisoners  that  could  not  be 
accommodated  at  Dorchester  to  King- 
ston, it  was  just  possible  that  there 
might  not  be  accommodation  for  them  at 
the  latter  place.  The  rej)ort  of  the  In- 
spector for  the  year  ended  the  30th  of 
June,  1878,  shewed  that  the  increase  in 
criminals  had  not  been  confined  to  the 
Maritime  Provinces.  The  report  of  the 
Warden  of  St.  Vincent  do  Paul  Peniten- 
tiary shewed  the  same  state  of  affairs, 
while  the  Warden  of  the  St  John  Peni- 
tentiary reported  a  constant  increase  in 
the  number  of  convicts,  which  might  be 
attributed   to   the   depression    of    trade 
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both  in  that  Province  and  the  neighbor- 
ing states.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
was  not  at  all  probable  that  there  would 
be  room  in  the  Penitentiary  at  Kingston 
for  all  the  prisoners  who  might  have  to 
be  brought  up  from  the  Mali  time  Pro- 
vinces. If  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Kichmond  was  good  for  anything, 
he  might  go  so  far  as  to  say  there  was 
no  necessity  for  having  a  prison  in  the 
Lower  Provinces  at  all,  as  all  the  pri- 
soners might  be  brought  to  Kingston  or 
some  other  central  place.  He  could 
not  see  where  the  saving  was  to  be 
effected  by  removing  prisoners  to  Kings- 
ton. The  total  cost  of  maintaining  the 
Halifax  Penitentiary  for  the  year  ended 
30th  June,  1878,  was  something  over 
818,000  ;  the  net  cost  was  over  $14,000, 
and  he  did  not  think  the  same  number 
of  prisoners  could  be  maintained  in  Dor- 
chester, Kingston  or  anywhere  else  for 
much  less  than  that  amount. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  that,  even  if 
this  Bill  did  become  law,  all  the  long- 
term  prisoners  would  not  be  removed  to 
Dorchester  Penitentiary,  as  those  whose 
sentences  were  within  two  years  of  ex- 
piring would  remain  where  they  were, 
so  that  the  number  to  be  removed 
would  be  very  much  lessenel  on  that 
account. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTBORNE  considered 
that  his  hon.  friend  from  Halifax  had 
made  out   a   substantial   case.     It  had 
been  admitted  by  the  Secretaiy  of  State 
and  by  the  hon.  gentleman   from   Kich- 
mond    that      Dorchester     Penitentiary 
would  not  be  large  enough  to  accommo- 
date all  the  prisoners    who    would  be 
sent  to  it  from  the  Maritime   Provinces, 
and  that  a  considerable  amount  of  ex- 
pense  would    have    to   be   incurred   in 
trans})orting  prisoners  to  Kingston.     It 
was  to  obviate  that  expense  and  incon- 
venience   that    his    hon.    friend    (Mr. 
Power)   wished  to  continue  the  Peniten- 
tiary  at  Halifax.      In   Prince  Edward 
Ishuid   they  had  been  obliged  to  keep 
their    hard-labor  prisoners  in  the  com- 
mon gaol,  without  the  usual  facilities  for 
reformation  until  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment ^removed   a  number  of  them    to 
Kingston.      Whether  the  hon.  jrentle- 
man's  suggestion  was  valuable  or  not,  be 
was  entitled  to  some   consideration  from 
^he  Government  and  from  the  House  for 
Han.  Mr.  Foxoer. 


the  pains  he  had  taken  to  look   up  the 
question. 

Hod.  Mr.  WARfe  said  the  question 
of  penitentiaries  had  been  one  of  discus- 
sion between  the  Dominion  and  the 
Province  of  New  Bi-unswick  since  a  short 
time  after  Confederation.  It  had  been 
at  last  decided  to  submit  th?  question  to 
the  Supreme  Court  to  say  whether  the  ' 
legislation  of  the  Dominion  Parliapaent 
was  not  an  infringement  upon  the  British 
North  America  Act.  He  did  not  rise  to 
discuss  the  question,  but  lie  wished  to 
know  what  course  the  Government  in- 
tended to  pursue  with  respect  to  New 
Brunswick  Penitentiary  in  the  meantime ; 
whether  they  intended  to  separate  the 
prisoners  there  before  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  was  obtained,  and,  if  so, 
whether  was  it  on  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment or  the  Government  of  New 
Brunswick  that  the  expense  of  the  St. 
John  Penitentiary  and  the  prisoners 
i-emaining  in  it  would  fall,  before  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  had  % 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  understood  that 
the  matter  was  before  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  judgment  would  soon  be  given.  But, 
so  far  as  this  legislation  was  concerned, 
it  did  not  affect  it  at  all.  The  Province 
of  New  Brunswick  had  set  up  a  plea  that 
they  were  entitled  to  certain  privileges, 
and  that  the  British  North  America  Act 
was  not  applicable  to  them  ;  that  they 
were  to  have  special  exceptions  in  so  far 
as  penitentiaries  were  concerned.*  It  was  a 
remarkable  thing  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  not  started  this  objection  two  yeai*s 
ago. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK  said  he  was  not 
raising  an  objection  now  ;  he  was  simply 
asking  for  information.  But  the  reason 
he  did  not  refer  to  the  subject  two  years 
ago  was  that  the  matter  was  not  then 
before  the  Supreme  Court. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  the  intention 
was,  as  soon  as  the  building  was  ready 
for  occupation,  to  issue  the  proclamation. 

The  clause  was  adopted  without  amend- 
ment 

On  motion  that  the  preamble  be 
adopted, 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  moved  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  as  a  4th  clause  : — 

<^  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  prevent  any 
I  person  conyicted  before  any  couit  of  the  Fro- 
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▼ince  of  New  Brunswick,  and  lawfully  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  by  such  court,  from 
being  imprisoned  in  the  Penitentiary  at  Hali- 
fax." 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  considered  that 
this  additional  clause,  if  adopted,  would 
completely  frustrate  the  object  of  the 
Bill.  It  not  only  provided  that  Halifax 
Penitentiary  should  be  kept  open  for  the 
usual  class  of  criminals  that  were  sent  to 
penitentiaries,  but  for  any  person  con- 
victed and  sentenced  before  any  court  in 
the  Province  for  any  crime,  to  imprison- 
ment, and  it  would,  therefore,  have  the 
effect  of  keeping  the  Halifax  Penitenti- 
ary open  after  the  Dorchester  institution 
was,  completed.  If  the  object  of  this 
Bill  was  to  have  but  one  penitentiary  for 
the  three  Provinces,  he  did  not  see 
how  the  House  could  accept  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  hon.  gentleman. 
The  House  would  observe  that  this  Act 
only  came  into  force  by  proclamation  of 
the  Govemer  in  Council,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment would  take  good  care  that  there 
was  sufficient  accommodation  for  all  the 
criminals  before  issuing  the  proclama- 
tion. One  suggestion  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  shewed  that,  even 
without  sending  any  prisoners  to  Kings- 
ton, a  very  large  number  might  be  left  in 
the  local  penitentiaries — those  criminals 
whose  periods  of  imprisonment  would 
expire  within  two  years — and  he  suppos- 
ed that,  until  those  two  years  expired,  the 
different  penitentitaries  would  have  to 
be  kept  open.  Theiefore,  he  could  not 
see  that  tnere  was  any  difficulty  to  be 
apprehended  in  allowing  the  Bill  to  pass 
as  it  was.  Then,  with  regard  to  another 
observation  which  fell  from  tlie  hon. 
member  from  Halifax,  as  to  the  removal 
of  prisoners  to  Kingston,  the  object  of 
the  Government  was  to  have  but  one 
penitentiary  for  the  three  Provinces,and  if 
at  any  time,  in  an  emergency,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  a  few  prisoners  to  another 
penitentiary  where  there  was  more  ac- 
commodation, he  did  not  think  it  was 
any  argument  at  all  to  say  they  should 
have  no  penitentiary  in  so  large  a  dis- 
trict as  that  comprised  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  hoped  the  House 
would  not  support  the  amendment  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Halifax. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost  on  a 
division. 

Hon,  J/r.  Power. 


Hon.  Mr.  DeBOUCHERVILLE  re- 
ported  the  Bill  from  the  Committee 
without  amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  moved,  in  amend- 
ment that  the  Bill  be  not  now  read  the 
third  time,  but  that  it  be  amended  by 
adding,  as  a  fourth  clause,  the  amend- 
ment he  had  moved  in  comoiittee. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  de- 
manded, a  vote  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  lost  on  the- following 
division. 


Contents : 

Hon.  Messrs. 

Haythome, 
Hope, 
PcUetier, 
Penny, 

Power, 
Pozer, 
Reesor. — 7. 
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Hon.  Messrs  : 

Aikins, 
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Flint, 

Girard, 

HamiltoQ  (Kingston)^ 

Boteford  (Speaker)^  Macfarlane, 

Boucherville,  de,  Miller, 

Boyd,  Montgomery, 

Bull,  Nelson, 

Campbell,  Sir  Alex.,  Odell, 

Carvell,  Simpson, 

Ghapais,  Sutherland, 

Dever,  Trudel.— 26. 

Th«  Speaker  ordered  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU  objected  to  the 
two  stages  being  taken  on  the  same  day. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the  Bill, 
having  been  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  without  amendment, 
could  now  be  read  the  third  time. 

The   Bill  was  read   the  third  time  and 


DOMINION   LANDS   ACT    AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

IN    COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  that  the 
House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  Bill  (H)  "  To  amend  the  Dominion. 
Lands  Act  of  1879." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dominion  Lands  Act  [March  31,  1880.]  Amern^ment  Bill.  21Z 

next  session  after  the  making  of  such 
i-egulations.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  could  possibly  object 
to  that  amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  he  had  very 
great  objections  to  it.  Under  the  exist- 
ing law  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  had 
the  power  to  lease,  sell  and  dispose  of ' 
public  lands  in  a  variety  of  ways.  In 
consequence  of  the  discoveries  of  min- 
erals in  the  North-West,  and  particular- 
ly of  coal,  it  had  been  found  necessary  to 
devise  some  means  whereby  the  general 
public  should  get  the  benefit  of  those 
lands,  instead  of  letting  them  fall  into 
the  hands  of  individuals.  For  instance, 
with  regard  to  the  Souris  River,  a  few 
persons,  by  locating  themselves  there 
and  spreading  themselves  over  that 
country,  endeavored  to  secure  a  com- 
plete monopoly  of  the  coal  lands,  and 
they  would  have  succeeded  if  the  country 
had  been  surveyed.  Now,  that  was  not 
desirable,  and  hence  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  after  due  consideration,  pro- 
posed this  means  of  protecting  the  pub- 
lic interest.  He  (Mr.  Aikins)  did  not 
think  it  would  be  advisable  to  publish 
the  regulations  in  the  Ccmada  Gazette, 
and  to  submit  them  to  both  Houses, 
of  Parliament :  it  would  involve  too- 
much  delay. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  said  that  it  was 
quite  a  common  provision  to  lay 
regulations  of  this  kind  before  Parlia- 
ment at  its  following  session.  That  did 
not  prevent  them  going  into  force  at  the 
time  they  were  issued. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  did  not 
af>prove  of  the  section  as  it  stood.  These  ' 
mineral  lands  ought  not  to  be  disposed 
of  without  very  great  caution.  To  en- 
able the  Governor  in  Council  to  sell  or 
lease  lands  of  that  description  without 
precaution  against  jobbing  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  very  unwise.  The  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Halifax  would  be  an  improvement,  but 
still  it  was  inadequate  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  intended.  In  his  (Mr. 
Haythome's)  opinion,  mineral  lands 
should  not  be  disposed  of  except  by  pulj- 
lic  auction,  and  after  the  fullest  notice 
had  been  given.  The  Government  should 
bo  guided  in  such  cases  by  the  8am& 
principles  which  governed  priyate  indi- 
viduals  in   disposing  of  their  property^ 


On  the  fourth  clause, 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  called  attention  to 
what  be  considered  an  error,  which  occur- 
red sevaral  times  in  this  and  the  follow- 
ing section.  The  mineral  lands  in  the 
North- West  were  described  as  "  mine- 
ral and  coal  lands."  Now,  he  had 
always  understood  that  coal  was  a 
mineral,  and  thought  the  proper  term 
was  "coal  and  other  minerals."  He 
moved  that  the  Bill  be  amended  accord- 
ingly. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  suggested  another 
amendment.    This  fourth  section  repealed 
four   sections    of  the  Dominion  Lands 
Act  which  dealt  with   the  mineral  lands 
of  the  Dominion.     Within   the   last  few 
years,  and  particularly  within   the  last 
few  months,  ooal  had  been  found  about 
the  Souris   River,  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood  of    Edmonton,   and  gold    in    the 
Saskatchewan  and  other  rivera,  and  val- 
uable  minerals   had   been  discovered  in 
the  country  lying  east  of  Manitoba  and 
west  of  the  western  boundary  of  Ontario, 
and   many  people  were  engaged  in  pros- 
pecting   and    mining    in    that   district. 
Every  month  those  lands  would   become 
more  valuable,    and    probably   a  great 
many  would  invest  in  them.  The  sections 
repealed    by   this     fourth   section    pro- 
vided  a  certain  manner  of  dealing  with 
these  mineral  lands,  whilst  this  newsection 
proposed  to  leave  the  whole  thing  abso- 
lutely in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  in 
Council.     Now,  while  he  had  the  utmost 
confidence  in  the  Governors  in  Council, 
he  thought   it   better  that    even    they 
should  not  be  tempted  beyond  what  they 
could  bear,  as  they  might  be,  if  possessed 
of  such  large  powers  ;  and  if  they  could 
not  be,  their  successors  might  not  prove 
to  be  as  vii-tuous.     He  thought  that  the 
section  should  be  more  definite,  and  he, 
therefore,   moved  to  add  the  following 
words  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  section : — 
«  By  regulations  to  be  made  m  that  behalf, 
which  regulations  shall  not  go  into  operation 
until  after  they  have  been  published  in  the 
Canada  Gazette  for  not  less  than  thirty  days.* 
That    would     prevent     anyone      being 
taken   by   surprise,   and  prevent    those 
who  hap|)ened  to  be  near  the  Executive 
Council  from  getting  an  unfair  advan- 
tage.    He  would  also  add  words  to  pro- 
vide that  such  regulations  should  bo  laid 
before  both  Houses  of  Parliament  at  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Aikins. 
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and  the  utmost  publicity  should  be  given 
in  order  to  bring  from  all  quarters  the 
greatest  number  of  bidders.  He  was 
very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  clause  as 
it  stood. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLA.NE  said  that 
it  was  not  likely  the  power  conferred  by 
this  clause  would  be  abused  by  the  Min- 
ister of  the  Interior,  who  was  closely 
watched.  If  he  should  be  guilty  of  any 
wrong-doing,  it  would  not  be  long  before 
inquiries  would  be  instituted  in  both 
branches  of  Parliament.  The  best  pro- 
tection that  the  public  had  was  the  res- 
ponsibility of  the  Government.  They 
required,  in  the  management  of  these 
lands,  a  degree  of  power  that  need  not  be 
exercised  in  the  older  parts  of  the  country. 
In  the  Maritime  Provinces,  where  the 
mineral  lands  are  all  known,  it  is  a  dif- 
ferent matter.  This  Bill  provided  for 
dealing  with  remote  parts  of  the  country, 
where  people  were  endeavoring  to  secure 
a  monopoly  of  the  mineral  lands,  and 
they  could  only  be  properly  dealt  with 
by  a  minister  possessing  the  arbitrary 
power  which  this  clause  conferred. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  was  mrt  surprised 
that  the  hon.  Senator  from  Halifax  (Mr. 
Powep),  who  had  no  confidence  in  the 
Government,  should  object  to  giving 
such  discretion  to  the  Governor  in 
Council,  notwithstanding  that,  the  re- 
sponsibility which  was  thrown  upon 
them  would ''be  exercised  in  the  public 
interest. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  said  that,  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  objected  to  laying  the 
regulations  before  Parliament,  he  was 
willing  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the 
limendment,  and  simply  require  the  pub- 
lication of  the  regulations  for  thirty  days 
in  the  Canada  Gazette. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  did  not  exactly 
understand  what  would  be  gained  by  the 
amendment.  He  could  readily  perceive 
that  a  representative  from  such  a  Pro- 
vince as  Nova  Scotia,  where  this  ques- 
tion of  dealing  with  mines  and  minerals 
was  one  that  had  attracted  a  good  deal 
of  attention,  and  where  there  was  very 
full  and  accurate  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject, would  look  upon  the  different  kind 
of  legislation  which  was  required  for  a 
new  country  as  unsatisfactory ;  but  the 
House  would  bear  in  mind  that  they 
Uon.  Mr.  Ilai/thorne. 


were  dealing  with  a  country  in  regard 
to  which  they  had  very  little  information, 
and  in  respect  to  which  they  expected 
from  day  to  day  to  be  acquiring  more 
knowledge.     The  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in   relation   to  these  mines    and 
minerals  in  tiie  North-  v\  est  must  neces- 
sarily  Le  changed,  from  day  to  day  and 
from  month  to  month,  as  they  received 
further  information  from  their  officers. 
Therefore,  it  might  very  materially  ham- 
per the  Government  to  interfere  with  the 
development  of  these  resources,  if  it  were 
necessary,   before  taking  any  steps   to- 
wards opening  up  those  mines,  to  adopt 
regulations  and  have  them  published  in 
the  Canada  Gazette.     A  system  of  regu- 
lations  would    be   no  check   upon   the 
Grovemment,  because  they  would  not  he 
submitted  to  Parliament  to  undergo  any 
revision.     A  policy  which  might  answer 
to-day  might  not  suit  under  a  different 
state  of  circumstances  a  month   hence, 
when,    perhaps,     more    accurate    infor- 
mation on  the  subject  might  have  come  to 
the       knowledge      6f       the       Govern- 
ment.    He  could,  therefore,  regard  this 
Bill  as  a  measure  intended  to  fill  a  tem- 
porary want,  and  when  more  information 
on  these  subjects  was  obtained,   P«»rlia- 
ment  would  pass  more  accurate  legisla- 
tion, such  as  prevailed  in  the  older  pro- 
vinces of  the  Dominion.     This  Bill  had 
been   drafted  by    the    Minister   of  the 
Interior,   no  doubt,   after    very   mature 
reflection.  He  had  better  means  of  possess- 
ing full  information  on  the  subject  than 
any  member  of  the  Senate,  and,  without 
good  cause  being  shewn  for  it,  he  was 
averse     to    supporting    an    amendment 
which  might,  perhaps,  destroy  the  object 
the  Government  had  in  view,  otherwise 
he  could  see  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment.    Perhaps  he  (Mr.  Miller)  was  dis- 
posed to  oppose  the  amendment  because 
he  had   more  confidence  than  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Halifax  had  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  day   dealing  with  these 
questions      with      a     sense     of    their 
responsibility,  and  with  the  greatest  care 
and    foresight.     The    clause    gave    the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  power  for  which 
he  would   be  responsible  to  Parliament, 
and   the  abuse  of  which  would   tend  to 
weaken   him  and  his  Government  more 
than   any  other  offence,  and,   thei-efow, 
there  was  a  guarantee  that  the  law  would 
be   wisely   administered.     Under    these 
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drcnmstaiices,  he  hoped  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  nut  press  his  amend- 
ment. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  suggested  that 
the  amendment  might  be  withdrawn  for 
the  present,  and  before  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill  he  would  consult  with  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  if  there  was  no  objection,  the 
amendment  could  afterwards  be  made. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  with- 
drawn, and  the  clause  was  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK,  from  the  Com- 
mittee, reported  the  Bill  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  concuiTed  in. 

BETTER  PREVENTION  OF  CRIME  BILL. 
THIRD    READING. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  upon  Bill  (I)  *'  Further  to  con- 
tinue, for  a  limited  time,  the  Better 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  of  1878." 

Hon.  Mr.  PELLliTIER,  from  the 
committee,  reported  the  Bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  then  road  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

TIMBER    TOLLS    BILL. 
THIRD    READING. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on 
Bill  (^48)  **  To  amend  the  Act  respecting 
Joint  Stock  Companies  to  construct 
works  to  facilitate  the  transmission  of 
timber  down  rivers  and  streams." 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE,  from  the 
committee,  reported  the  Bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  then  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

INSOLVENCY  LAWS  REPEAL  BILL. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  an- 
nounoed  that  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor-General would  come  down  to  the 
Senate  at  three  o'clock  to-morrow,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  his  assent  to  the 
Bill  repealing  the  Insolvency  Act. 

The  House  adjourned  at  6  p.m. 


M<m.  Mr,  Miller. 


THE  SENATE. 

Thursday,  April  lat,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

INSOLVENCY  LAW  REPEAL  BILL. 
THB   ROYAL  ASSENT. 

His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable 
Sir  John  Douglas  Sutherhmd  Campbell 
(commonly  called  the  Marquis  of  Lome), 
Knight  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Most 
Noble  Order  of  the  Thistle,  Knight 
Giund  Cross  of  the  Most  Disbingiiished 
Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George, 
Governor-General  of  Canada,  and  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  same,  <&c.,  <&c.,  (fee,  being 
seated  in  the  Chair  6n  the  Throne, 

Tlie  Honorable  the  Speaker  com- 
manded the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod  to  proceed  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  acquaint  that  House — ''  It 
is  his  Excellency's  pleasure  they  attend 
him  immediately  in  this  House." 

Who,  being  come  with  their  Speaker, 

The  Clerk  of  the  (>rown  in  Chancery 
read  the  title  of  a  Bill  to  be  passed,  as 
follows :  "An  Act  to  repeal  the  Acts 
respecting  Insolvency  now  in  force  in 
Canada." 

To  this  Bill  the  Royal  Assent  was 
pronounced  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  in 
the  words  following : — 

"  In  Her  Majesty's  name.  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor-General  doth  assent 
to  this  Bill." 

His  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
was  pleased  to  I'etire,  and  the  House  of 
Commons  withdrew. 

CANADA  GUARANTEE  COMPANY. 
MOTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  PELLETIER,  in  the  absence 
of  Hon.  Mr.  Scott,  moved  : — 

"  That  an  humble  Address  b«  presented  to 
HiB  Excellency  the  Govemor.General,  praying 
that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House,  a  copy  of  the  latest  list  of  the 
shareholders  of  the  Canada  Guarantee  Com- 
pany, and  copy  of  the  latest  annual  balance 
sheet,  including  the  amount  of  the  share- 
holders' guarantee  and  reserve  funds,  respec- 
tively, and  of  the  actual  state  of  the  said 
several  funds  verified  in  accordance  with  the 
37th  Section  of  the  Act  of  the  Parliament  of 
Canada,  14th  and  16th  Victoria,  Cap.  36,  in- 
corporating the  said  Company.'' 

j      Hon,  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I  do 
not  know  whether  we  have  the  informa- 
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the  Canals. 


tion  that  is  asked  for,  but  if  we  have  we 
will  brinj?  it  down. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILLS  ON  THK  CANALS. 
INQUIRY. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  inquired:  — 
"  Firstly — If  mill  owners  on  the  Welland  and 
8t.  Lawrence  Canals  are  restricted  td  the 
surplus  or  waste  wat^r  for  the  use  of 
their  mills,  or  if  such  mill  owners  are 
allowed  to  draw  down  the  levels  to  suit 
their  convenience,  or  if  any  regulations 
exist  and  are  enforced  respecting  the 
use  of  waste  water  on  the  Canals  ? 
^  Secondly — If  any  application  has  been  made 
to  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  by 
certain  mill  owners  on  the  Williamsburg 
Canals,  for  permission  to  allow  one  of  the 
Canals  to  be  used  as  a  mill-race,  on  the 
grounds  that  an  increase  in  the  velocity 
of  the  current  improves  the  navigation  of 
the  Canal ;  and  if  su^h  application  has 
not  already  met  with  a  refusal,  how  will 
the  Government  propose  to  deal  with  said 
application  ?'* 

He  said  :  Since  I  placed  this  inquiry  on 
the  notice  paper,  I  have  been  waited  upon 
by  some  steamboat  owners  and  captains, 
during  the  Easter  recess,  and  furnished 
with  information  respecting  these  canals. 
The  first  that  I  shall  allude  to  is  the 
Matilda  Canal,  on  which  there  are  two 
mills,  a  saw  and  a  grist  mill.  The  canal 
is  very  crooked,  there  .are  a  good 
many  sharp  bends,  and  considerable 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  navigating  it. 
Any  increase  in  the  current  of  that 
canal,  I  am  informed,  by  those  who  have 
had  great  exjierience  of  it,  would  render 
the  navigation  exceedingly  difficult,  if 
not  lmpos.sible.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  Morrisburg  Canal,  there  is  a  mill  at 
the  lower  lock,  and  an  experienced 
steamboat  captain  informed  me  that  he 
has  lain  for  twelve  hours  at  a  time  at  the 
entrance  of  that  lock  to  get  away  from 
it.  The  current  towards  the  mill  was  so  j 
strong  that  it  prevented  bim  from  mov- 1 
ing  his  boat ;  the  vessel  was  drawn 
against  the  canal  bank,  and  the  captain 
was  afraid  to  use  his  wheel  in  case  of 
breaking  it,  and  he  could  not  get  away 
until  the  mill  shut  down.  A  great  deal 
of  trouble  has  been  caused  there  by  the 
current  which  the  mill  produced.  There 
is  no  complaint  as  to  Farran's  Point 
Canal.  With  respect  to  the  Coniwall 
Canal,  I  wish  to  read  an  extract  from  a 
report  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
Hon,  Sir  Alex,  Campbell, 


Hamilton  to  th^  Canal  Commissioners  in 
1871.     It  is  as  follows  : — 

«  The  Cornwall  Canal  is  being  turned  into 
a  mill-race  from  the  machinery  erected  there- 
on, and  the  difficulty  in  navigating  the  canal 
is  greatly  increased.  The  feet  of  the  wast* 
weirs  being  so  close  to  the  entrance  of  th# 
locks  renders  it  dangerous  for  vessels  passing 
out  or  into  the  locks,  although  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible to  improve  them  so  as  to  obviate  this- 
objection.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  the 
current  created  by  supplying  mills  prevents 
the  canals  from  freezing  over,  but  this  is  a 
mistake,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  Lachine 
Canals,  which  is  noted  for  its  strong  current 
and  rapid  freezing." 

A  factory  is  being  erected  outside  the 
Cornwall  Canal,  where  all  these  factories 
ought  to  be.  It  is  on  the  bask  of  the  river, 
and  does  not  interfere  at  all  with  the 
canal.  At  the  Beauharnois  Canal  there 
is  a  very  large  paper  mill,  a  large  wool- 
len factory  and  a  large  cotton  factory. 
They  are  all  propelled  by  water  from 
the  river,  and  do  not  interfere  with  the 
navigation  of  the  canal.  There  is  a 
small  mill  at  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  but 
it  is  under  the  eye  of  the  lock-master, 
who  at  once  shuts  down  upon  it  if 
the  levels  are  interfered  with.  In  1871 
there  was  great  complaint  with  regard  to 
the  Lachine  Canal.  I  remember  having 
been  on  a  steamboat  upon  that  canal  ^ 
and  the  current  was  so  strong  that  I 
thought  the  canal  bank  must  have  burst 
somewhere,  and  that  an  accident  was  in- 
evitable. A  propeller  loaded  with  grain 
was  actually  wrecked  there  by  the  force 
of  the  current.  The  cargo  was  complete- 
ly lost.  I  understand  -that,  since  the 
recent  iniproveiuents  on  the  Lachine 
Canal,  the  current  or  obstruction  from 
the  action  of  mills  is  not  what  it  used  to 
be,  and  there  is  very  little  complaint  to 
be  made  now.  All  I  ask  is  that  the 
Government  will  see  that  no  new  hy- 
draulic privileges  are  granted  upon  the 
Lachine  Canal.  It  may  be  said  that 
this  would  interfere  with  the  progress  of 
manufacturing  industries,  but  some  of 
the  largest  factories  in  the  Dominion 
are  established  in  Montreal,  and  run  en- 
tirely by  steam.  There  is  the  large 
Hochelaga  cotton  factory,  and  the  large 
rubber  factory,  which  are  not  dependent 
ujion  hydraulic  privileges  on  the  canal. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  notice  which  was  given  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  did  not  point  to  the  exact 
line   that   he  has   taken   now,  or  else  I 
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should  have  been  prejiared  either  to  have 
given  the  assurance  that  he  has  asked 
for,  or  to  explain  why  I  could  not.  I 
hope  that  the  Bouse  will  allow  me  to 
return  to  the  subject  on  some  future 
4x;cas\on  when  I  am  armed  with  th« 
authority  of  the  Minister  of  Railways 
and  Canals.  My  impression  is  now,  and 
it  would  be  the  impression  of  anybody 
who  has  heard  the  lion,  gentleman,  that 
such  an  assurance  as  he  has 
asked  lor  might  at  once  be  giv- 
en by  the  Government,  but 
with  reference  to  that  assurance,  I  shall 
speak  again.  In  reply  to  the  questions 
put  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  I  submit  the 
following  statement : 

^^FiRSTLy — The  regulations  for  the  manage- 
ment and  protection  of  the  canals  and 
harbors  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  as 
authorized  by  an  Order  of  the  Governor 
in  Council  of  Slst,  May,  1873,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  Act  31  Vic,  c.  12  (1867)  con- 
taining the  following  direction:  *  Sec- 
tion 18 — All  owners  of  mills,  or  those  in 
charge  of  them,  shall  stop  or  shut  down 
their  gates  when  directed  by  the  super- 
intendent or  person  in  charge  of  that 
part  of  the  canal  on  which  they  are  situ- 
ated, and  not  at  any  time  to  draw  down 
the  level  below  high-water  mark,  under  a 
penalty  of  twenty  dollars. 
The  leases  of  mill,  privileges  on  the 
Welland  Canal  contain  the  following 
clause  :  *  Together  with  the  use  and  en- 
joyment of  so  much  of  the  surplus  water^ 
passing,  and  to  pass  through  the  said 
canal,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  drive  and 
propel  •  •  •  run  of  ordinary  mill 
fitones  •  •  •'  The  leases  provide, 
also,  for  <  the  temporary  stoppage  of  the 
supply  of  surplus  water  by  reason  of  the 
8ame  being  required  for  the  navigation  of 
the  canal,  or  repairs,  improvement,  alter- 
ations, enlargement  or  additions  •  •  • » 
It  is  also  provided  in  these  leases  that 
the  n;gulating  weir  and  gates,  the  flumes, 
races  and  works  •  •  •  shall  be  con- 
structed by  the  lesBces  in  the  manner  to 
be  indicated  by  the  commissioners  or 
their  successors  in  office,  or  their  officers, 
<  with  whom  shall  rest  the  sole  manage- 
ment and  regulation  of  the  water  and  the 
sluices  for  the  supply  thereof,  which  shall 
not  be  controlled  or  interfered  with  in 
any  manner  by  the  lessees,  except  by  per- 
mission of  the  public  officer  of  the  de- 
partment in  charge  of  the  canal . ' 
The  same  covenants  as  for  the  Welland 
Canal  water  privileges  are  inserted  in  the 
leases  of  surplus  water  on  the  Williams- 
burg Canals. 
Skcondlv — No  trace  of  this  application  can  be 
found  in  this  department.'' 

The  House  will  see,  in  answer  to  my  hon. 
friend's  question,  which  is  a  very  impor- 
Hon.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell, 


tjint  point,  that  the  proper  restrictions 
are  contained  in  the  leases  to  mill-owners, 
that  the  diiection  and  power  is  altogether 
in  the  hands  of  the  Department,  and  that 
tho  only  question  would  be  on  that 
branch  of  the  subject,  whether  those  regu- 
lations are  enforced.  I  shall  inquire 
specially  about  that  and  also  the  other 
subject,  whether  an  assurance  can  be 
given  the  hon.  gentleman  that  care  will 
be  taken  not  to  increase  mill  privileges 
on  the  Lachine  Canal  to  the  injury  of 
navigation  there. 

THE    SENATE    DEBATES. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  Debates  of  the  Senate  were  being 
repoi-ted  and  published.  Having  been  a 
member  of  the  Debates  Committee  for 
some  yeai-s,  he  knew  that  the  question  was 
surrounded  with  many  difficulties,  and 
that,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  made 
from  time  to  time  to  secure  the  efficient 
performance  of  the  service,  it  was  not  yet 
in  w^hat  might  be  considered  a  satisfactory 
state.  HLs  attention  had  been  called, 
within  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  by 
more  than  one  member  of  the  Senate,  to 
the  manner  in  which  unimportant  debates 
were  spread  out  in  the  official  reports. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  or  de- 
sirable that  the  discussions  which  to«k 
place  in  Committees  of  the  Whole 
House,  which  were  of  a  conversational 
character,  should  be  spread  out  as  fully 
as  in)portant  debates  in  which  the  House 
and  the  country  generally  felt  an  interest. 
The  report  of  Tuesday's  proceedings,  for 
instance,  occupied  seven  columns  in  the 
newspaper  of  this  (Thursday)  morning. 
The  system  of  reporting  would  require  to 
be  improved  and  amended.  The  full 
reports  which  had  been  given  for  some 
years  past  on  trivial  matters  should 
not  be  published  at  all,  and  a  condensed 
system  of  reports  would  be  much  more 
satisfactory  to  the  Senate,  and  much 
more  likely  to  be  read  by  the  country, 
and  could  be  furnished  at  much  less 
expense.  The  Senate  now  paid  some- 
thing like  $5,000  for  the  reporting  and 
publication  of  its  debates,  a  very  large 
sum  for  which  they  did  not  get  an 
adequate  return.  For  a  book  of  five 
hundred  pages,  the  Senate  paid  $4,500, 
and  for  every  page  over  that  paid  three 
dollars  and   twenty-tive  cents,  and  the 
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coiUBeqiienct  was  that  the  reports  had 
swollen  to  large  proportions,  with  a  cor- 
responding increase  in  expenditure.  He 
thought  there  was  a  feeling  in  the 
House  that  the  expense  was  too  much, 
and  must  be  curtailed,  and  that  a  differ- 
ent system  from  the  one  that  now  pre- 
vailed should  be  adopted. 

Hon.  Sir  ALKX.  CAMPBELL  had 
thought  for  some  time  that  some  such 
change  as  had  been  suggested  should  be 
made.  The  Committee  on  Reporting 
should  have  some  insti-uctions  from  the 
Senate  with  reference  to  the  condensa- 
tion of  reports,  and  their  being  prepai'ed 
in  such  a  shape  as  would  probably  secure 
their  publication  in  the  large  centres  of 
population  and  intelligence  throughout 
the  Dominion.  He  had  himself  long 
been  of  the  ojiinion  that  the  sum  expend- 
ed for  the  reporting  of  the  debates  of  the 
Senate  and  the  publication  of  them  in  an 
Ottawa  paper  at  great  length  was,  to 
some  extent,  a  waste  of  money.  If  the 
Senate  could  have  some  such  report  as 
was  made  a  few  years  ago  by  a  gentle- 
man who  was  now  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, a  condensed  report,  which  would 
be  published  in  the  cities  of  Toronto, 
Montreal,  Halifax  and  St.  John,  as  well 
as  in  Ottawa,  it  would  direct  public  at- 
tention to  tlie  Senate,  and  accomplish 
the  object  they  had  in  view.  He  also 
approved  of  the  suggestion  that  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
should  not  be  so  fully  reported  as  they 
were.  The  publication  of  full  teports  of 
discussions  which  were  of  a  converaa- 
tional  character  did  not  tend  to  elevate 
the  House  in  the  opinion  of  the  country, 
but  had  rather  another  tendency.  What 
he  desired  to  see  was  short  reports,  made 
by  some  person  of  intelligence,  accustom- 
ed to  the  country,  familiar  with  the  his- 
tory of  its  political  topics,  and  able, 
therefoie,  to  condense  clearly  and  logi 
cally  the  debates  of  the  House.  Such  a 
report  would,  he  believed,  be  published 
by  the  press,  not  only  in  Ottawa,  but  in 
all  the  large  cities  of  the  country.  He 
should  very  much  like  to  see  a  change  in 
the  present  system  in  the  direction  of 
shortening  the  repoits,  and  of  economy. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  said  that 

he  had  left  the  Chamber  only  for  a  few 

minutes,  and  on  his  return   was  utterly 

auprised  to  find  the  leader  of  the  Gror- 

Hon,  Mr.  MiUer. 


ernment  springing  this  subject  upon  the 
House,  and  recommending  a  change  in 
the  system  of  reporting  the  debates.  K 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  any  suggestions 
to  make,  he  might  have  appeared  be- 
fore the  Debates  Committee  and 
have  brought  his  suggestions  up 
fairly.  This  whole  discussion  was, 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  Parlia- 
ment, sprung  upon  the  House,  without 
notice.  In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  remarks  *  had  been 
made  calculated  to  mislead  the  House. 
If  the  Senate  allowed  a  departure  from 
all  Parliamentary  rules  in  this  manner, 
he  hoped  they  would  permit  him  (Mr. 
Alexander)  to  reply  to  that  portion  of 
the  hon.  gentleman's  speech  which  he 
had  heard.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
observed  that  a  great  part  of  the  debates 
of  the  Senate  were  not  worthy  of  insertion 
in  the  daily  press.  He  would  leave  some 
other  member  to  reply  to  that  compli- 
ment. The  members  of  the  Senate 
always  devoted  their  best  ability  and 
judgment  to  public  business,  and  he  was 
sure  that  none  of  them  ever  intentionally 
trifled  with  the  patience  of  the  House. 

Hon.  Sir.  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  he  (Sir  Alexander)  had 
raised  this  debate  at  all.  He  had  not 
done  so ;  nor  had  he  said  that  the  debates 
of  the  House  were  worthless.  His 
remark  was  that  the  discussions  in  com- 
mittees of  the  whole  House,  which  were 
of  a  conversational  character,  were  not 
worthy  of  publication. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  said  this 
subject  simply  involved  the  whole 
status  and  utility  of  the  Senate  in  the 
country.  The  most  powerful  paper  in 
the  Dominion  had  sent  a  special  reporter 
to  this  Chamber  to  give  its  proceedings  ; 
but  with  every  respect  for  that  journal 
and  for  its  representative,  he  would  ask 
what  space  had  that  nevv^spaper  give  a  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  1  Could 
any  one  learn  from  those  reports  what 
was  going  on  in  this  House?  Those 
gentlemen  who  did  not  want  the  utter- 
ances of  the  members  of  this  House  to  go 
to  the  country  were  always  prepared  to 
use  the  argument  that  $5,000  was  too 
much  to  pay  for  the  reporting  and  pub- 
lication of  ihe  debates.  If  it  were  left 
to    the    press  of    the  country,  nothing 
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satisfactory     would    reach    the    people, 
and  what  was  given  'v^ould  be  made  to 
suit  the  political  views  of  the  newspapers 
in  which  it  appeared.     There  would  be  no 
impartial  report  of  the  proceedings.     The 
debates  this  session  had  been  well  re- 
ported.    It  was  a  mistake  to  give  all  the 
conversational     discussions     while     the 
House  was  in  committee  on  bills,  and 
this  ought  to  be  ratified.     Bat  no  $5,000 
of  the  people's  money  was  better  spent 
than  in  securing  the  publication  of  their 
debates  in  the  morning  paper  of  this  city. 
This  was  a  time  when  the  utility  of  the 
Senate  was  questioned.     Throughout  the 
country     there     were    certain  journals 
which    maintained    that    it   should   be 
changed  from  a  nominative  to  an  elective 
body.     If  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  the 
Minister  of  Militia  were  carried  out  it 
would  destroy  the  only  medium  by  which 
the    usefulness    of    the    Senate     could 
be  known — the  only  way  by  which  they 
could  shew  to   the  enlightened   people 
of  the  Dominion,  that  they  were  indis- 
pensable to   the   weal   of  the  common- 
wealth.    By     the    publication    of    the 
reports    in    the   morning    Citizen^  they 
were  read    not  only  by  the  public  gene- 
rally, but   by  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mons and  the  judges  of  the  land,  while  all 
the  leading  county  and  city  papers  were 
supplied  with    them.     The  very  fact  of 
the    leading    papers    of    Montreal    and 
Toronto  not  reproducing  those  reports  as 
often  as  they  should  do,  shewed  that  it 
would  be  unwise  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  the   leader  of  the  Government.     The 
status  and  honor  of    the  Senate  were 
involved    in    this    question.      Inquiries 
were  being  made  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  to  how  the  affairs  of  the  Upper 
Chamber  were  managed,  and  a  portion 
of  the  press  of  the  country  was  decry- 
ing a  second  chamber.     The  hon.  Minis- 
ter of  Militia  might  just  as  well  seal  the 
abolition  of  the  Senate,  as  have  the  fair, 
full   and    impartial   publication   of  the 
debates  stopped.     He  asked   the    hon. 
Senator   from    Monti-eal    (Mr.    Penny), 
what  space    he  could  afiford   in  the  im- 
portant newspaper  which  he  controlled  ? 
It  was   well    known    that  the  largest 
daily     papers     could     not,     at     their 
own    expense,     give    proper      reports 
of    the      debates     of      both     Houses. 
The  utility  of  the  Senate  could  onlj  be 
shewn  to  the  country  by  a  free  and  full 
ff(m.  Air.  Aleaumder. 


publication  of  all  important  proceedings, 
without  any  power  to  suppress  what  was 
shewing  up  wrong.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  was  surprised  that  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  a  barrister  of  the 
country,  and  who  had  been  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  •  the  country  some  twenty 
years,  should  talk  of  saving  $5,000  by 
abolishing  the  only  medium  by  which 
the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  could  bo 
made  known  to  the  public.  A  more 
intelligent,  upright  and  experienced  body 
of  men  than  those  now  comprising  this 
Chamber  could  not  be  found  in  the  Do- 
minion, and  would  not  probably  be 
again  chosen  by  the  people  if  it  were 
made  elective.  The  effect  of  disturbing 
the  present  contract,  to  insert  daily  in  a 
morning  paper  the  debates,  would  be  to 
destroy  the  utility  of  the  Chamber.  Wo 
all  know  that  if  it  were  left  to  the  press, 
party  organs  might  mutilate,  change  or 
suppress  altogethor  the  speeches  made  in 
the  Senate,  or  put  them  in  such  a  shape 
that  no  citizen  of  the  Dominion  could 
judge  of  their  usefulness  and  power  in 
the  State. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH  was  very 
much  of  the  same  opinion  as  his  hon. 
friend  from  Richmond  (Mr.  Miller)  as  to 
the  advisability  of  condensing  the  reports 
of  the  debates  in  committee.  He  was 
sure  the  reporters  themselves  would  not 
regret  to  be  relieved  of  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  believed  that  debates  on  im- 
portant questions  should  be  reported  as 
fully  as  possible.  The  reports  of  the  de- 
bates of  this  House  had  never  been  done 
so  satisfactorily  as  at  present,  and 
although  they  might  not  be  perfect,  or 
satisfy  every  hon.  gentleman,  yet  itcoidd 
not  be  questioned  that  they  were 
more  perfect  now  than  they  had  ever 
been  before.  He  considered  that  the 
responsibility  of  condensing  the  speeches 
was  a  serious  one.  When  the  reporter  was 
given  the  discretionary  power  to  con- 
dense the  reports,  the  speakers  were  re- 
lieved from  the  responsibility  of  their 
utterances.  It  was  impossible  to  find 
reporters  who  would  give  condensed  re- 
ports of  the  debates  in  this  House  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  members 
and  the  country.  Under  the  present 
arrangement  the  debates  appeared  in  a 
morning  paper ;  that  paper  was  sent  to 
all  its  exchanges  in  the  country,  each 
one  of  which  could  select  from   the  re- 
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ports  whatever  was  of  interest  to  its 
readers.  He  considered  that  the  full 
reports  of  the  debates  of  this  calm,  de- 
liberative assembly  had  a  very  important 
c'ffect  upon  the  formation  of  public  opin- 
ion on  leading  questions  of  the  day — 
even  more  so  than  the  reports  of  the 
debates  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  members  of  the  Senate  were  not 
supposed  to  be  influenced  by  outside 
pressure  or  party  bias,  and  consequently 
their  remarks  had  more  effect  in  deter- 
mining the  public  sentiment  of  the  coun- 
try upon  grave  and  important  questions 
than  those  made  in  the  other  House.  He 
would  be  very  sorry  if  the  Senate  departed 
from  their  present  arrangement,  as  it  'was 
a  most  satisfactory  one.  They  had  tried 
condensed  re()orts,  and  had  found  that 
they  were  satisfactory  neither  to  the 
House  nor  to  the  coimtry.  The  Commons 
found  ib  necessary  to  have  an  official 
report,  which  was  sent  to  the  country. 
If  an  official  report  was  desirable  in  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  this  House,  which 
had  not  the  advantage  of  beiug  so  fully 
reported  by  the  press  of  the  country. 
The  warmth  exhibited  by  the  hon.  member 
from  Woodstock  must  be  attributed  to 
his  misconception  of  the  origination  of 
this  debate,  and  his  high  sense  of  the 
privileges  and  importance  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  which  he  was  chairman. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  said  that  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Eichmond  and  the  hon.  leader  of  the 
Government,  taken  from  an  artistic 
point  of  view,  were  perfectly  correct  It 
was  quite  likely  that  a  condensed  report 
might  be  a  much  better  one  than  a  report 
at  full  length ;  but  who  was  to  be  the 
judge?  Were  they  to  put  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  reporters  to  say  whether  one 
member^s  remarks  were  worthy  of  being 
more  fully  reported  than  another's  1  He 
thought  that  would  be  a  most  invidious 
and  extraordinaiy  proceeding.  Then,  if 
not,  who  was  to  be  the  court  of  appeal  1 
If  a  gentleman  complained  that  his 
speech,  which  he  might  consider  a  very 
important  one,  had  been  cut  down  and 
spoiled,  or  put  into  such  a  form  as,  in 
his  opinion,  had  done  no  credit 
either  to  his  intellect  or  his  argu- 
ment, to  whom  was  he  to  ap- 
peal? It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
House  must  see  that,  if  there  was  to  be 
Hon.  Mr.  KatUbach. 


an  official  report,  it  would  have  to  be  a 
full  rei)ort.  As  to  the  report  in  this 
morning's  paper,  speaking  as  a  newspaper 
man,  he  would  say  it  was  too  long,  and 
the  hon.  gentlemen  who  addressed  the 
ifouse  on  that  occasion  might  probably 
themselves  prefer  to  have  had  it  cut  down. 
He  did  not,  however,  know  that  such 
was  the  case,  and  he  did  not  see  how  any- 
body else  was  to  know  it  was  so.  If 
they-  did  not  desire  condensation,  who 
was  to  force  it  on  them  1  This  was  where 
the  difficulty  of  official  reporting  came  in  ; 
and  he  did  not  think  any  committee 
would  undertake  the  invidious  task  of 
saying  how  much  or  how  little  of  a  mem- 
ber's speech  should  be  publisheil.  He 
thought,  however,  that  the  re|X)rters 
might  cut  down  reports  of  debates  in 
committee.  If  that  were  generally 
understood,  then  hon.  gentlemen  might 
take  other  opportunities  than  when  they 
were  in  committee  to  address  the  House 
when  they  bad  anything  important  to  say 
that  they  considered  should  Le  fully 
reported. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ  said  he  saw  by  the 
Public  Accounts  that  the  Senate  cost  the 
country  over  $140,000  a  year.  Part  of 
that  expenditure,  $5,000,  was  for  this 
official  report,  the  publication  of  which 
was  the  only  way,  in  his  opinion,  that 
their  proceedings  could  go  to  the  country. 
While  the  taxpayers  of  the  Dominion 
were  satisfied  that  $135,000  should  be 
annually  expended  to  muntain  the 
Senate,  without  knowing  what  took 
place  in  it,  they  would  be  better  satis- 
fied to  pay  this  additional  $5,000  to 
know  what  it  was  doing.  He  thought  it 
would  be  false  economy  to  debar  the 
people  of  the  country  from  getting  a  full 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 

THE  INTERCOLONIAL  BAIL  WAY. 
THE  BLOCK   SYSTEM. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
Before  the  Orders  of  the  Day  are  proceed- 
ed with,  I  desire  to  refer  to  a  matter 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Amherst 
brought  to  the  notice  of  this  House 
some  time  ago,  with  reference  to  run- 
ning the  Intercolonial  Bail  way  on  what 
is  known  as  the  block  system.  I  pro- 
mised, when  my  hon.  friend  spoke  about 
it,  that  I  would  take  occasion  to  bring 
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■his  suggestion  under  tlie  noti  e  of  the 
Minister  of  Railways,  and  would  refer 
sgain  to  the  subject  in  this  House.  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Minister,  and 
that  letter  was  sent  by  the  Department 
to  Moncton,  and  it  elicited  from  the 
officer,  there^  Mr.  Pottinger,  the  follow- 
ing reply,  which  explains  the  position 
the  olhcials  take  on  that  subject,  find 
what  they  think  can  be  and  cannot  be 
done. 

"Railway  Dkpartiient, 

"  MoNCTOV,  17th  March,  1880. 

•'*  C.  SoHWBiBER,  Esq., 

*«  Chief  Engineer, 

"  Qovemment  Bail  ways. 

<'Dkab  Bin, 

»'  Herewith  I  return  you  letter  No.  4,668 
from  Sir  Alexander  Campbell  in  reference  to 
the  accident  which  occurred  near  Turtague,  and 
in  reference  to  running  trains  on  the  block 
system. 

"  The  regulations  for  running  trains  upon 
the  Intercolonial  were  not  prepared  by  Mr. 
Brydges,  nor  under  his  management,  as  Sir 
Alexander  seems  to  suppose,  and  my  telegram, 
to  which  he  refers,  did  not  make  that  state- 
ment 

"  What  I  said  was  that  they  were  the  same 
rules  that  were  In  force  under  the  late  manage- 
ment, and  I  might  have  stated  that  they  were 
in  force  under  Mr.  Carvell,  previous  to'the 
time  that  Mr.  firydges  took  charge,  the  rules 
having  been  the  same  for  many  years,  with 
the  exception  of  slight  modifications  from 
time  to  time. 

«  These  rules  are  quite  comprehensive  and 
adapted  to  meet  altnost  any  case  that  is  likely 
to  arise  in  the  running  of  trains. 

'<  A  great  deal  of  care  and  attention  has  been 
given  by  the  diflferent  persons  who  have  been 
placed  over  the  Crovemmcnt  railways  from 
time  to  time  to  the  preparing  and  perfecting 
of  them. 

<•  The  system  by  which  trains  are  run  on 
the  Intercolonial  is  the  same  as  is  generally 
adopted  on  railways  in  America  ;  and  the 
block  system,  to  which  Mr.  Dickey  appears  to 
have  referred,  is  more  adapted  to  railways  with 
a  double  track  than  to  single  track  lines. 

^  The  large  railways  in  Britain  are  worked 
upon  the  block  system,  which  is  well 
adapted  for  that  country,  where  the  traffic  is 
heavy  and  the  stations  are  at  frequent  inter- 
Tals  ;  but  on  a  single  track  road  like  the 
Intercolonial,  where  the  stations  are,  in  many 
cases,  long  distances  apart,  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  possible  to  work  the  block  system. 
Even  the  railways  in  Britain,  where  the  block 
system  is  in  force,  are  not  devoid  of  accidents 
from  trains  runbing  into  each  other ;  nor  will 
nulways  be  under  any  system,  .because, 
usually  it  is  not  the  fifiult  of  the  system  that 
causes  an  accident,  but  the  fact  that  human 
instruments  must  be  used  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  any  system  of  running  trains, 

Hen.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


and  this  fact  will  always  leave  the  liability  to 
accident,  no  matter  how  elaborate  and  com- 
plete, the  system  may  be. 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

«D.  PoTTuraBB.'' 

It  occurred  to  me  at  the  time  that  the 
dilfieulty  in  the  way  of  using  the  block 
system  was  the  long  distances  between 
stations  on  a  single  track — ^some  of  them 
forty  miles  apart.  This  is  the  explana- 
tion, and  if  the  hon.  gentleman  does  not 
consider  it  satisfactory,  he  will,  no  doubt, 
think  it  important  as  elucidating  the  facts 
as  they  exist. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— The  suggestions 
which  I  made  in  a  previous  debate  were 
entirely  in  the  interest  of  the  public, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  protection 
to  life  and  property.  I  confess  that  I 
need  not  be  very  much  surprised  that 
the  officials  who  were  employed  to  carry 
out  the  rules  of  the  Department  are  not 
prepared  to  recommend  that  those  rules 
should  be  changed.  It  is  not  in  the  na- 
ture of  things,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
adhere  to  the  opinion  I  gave  on  a  former 
occasion,  not  that  the  block  system 
should  be  adopted  in  its  entirety,  but 
that  some  modification  of  it  should  be 
adopted  in  this  country,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent trains  frem  running  into  each 
other  between  stations,  and  the  still 
more  objectionable  sort  of  accidents  we 
have  had  on  this  line,  of  two  trains  run- 
ning in  opposite  directions  trying  to 
solve  the  problem  of  passing  each 
other  on  one  track.  The  fact  of  the  In- 
tercolonial having  only  one  track,  so  far 
from  being  an  objection  to  the  adoption 
of  the  block  system,  it  seems  to  me, 
shews  more  forcibly  the  neeessity  of 
greater  pi*otection  for  public  life  and 
property. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL-The 
paper  I  have  read  simply  explains  the 
difficulty  in  the  Way  of  adopting  the 
block  system. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— When  I  pro- 
posed the  adoption  of  something  like  the 
block  system  of  running  trains,  my  hon. 
friend  (Sir  Alex.  Campbell)  suggested  at 
the  time  that  the  distance  between 
stations  was  too  great.  With  reference 
to  that  portion  of  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way that  runs  through  Nova  Scotia,  the 
distance  between  stations  there  does  not 
average  more  than  five  miles.  Of  course 
16 
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in  the  more  spai-sely  settled  portions  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Quebec  the  stations 
are  further  apart,  but  whether  they  be 
wider  apart  or  not,  it  appears  to  me 
the  same  rules  should  prevail.  I  do  not 
know  that  they  should  be  so  strict  that 
no  train  should  leave  a  station  until  the 
train  before  it  has  reached  the  next 
station,  but  some  modification  of  that 
system  should  be  adopted,  especially 
when  we  are  called  upon  day  by  day  to 
read  i-eports  of  accidents  on  the  road, 
accompanied  by  loss  of  property,  though, 
happily,  without  loss  of  life  so  far.  I 
am  very  much  obliged  to,  my  hon.  friend 
for  the  trouble  he  has  taken,  for  it  has 
called  public  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  I  do  hope  that  some  modification  of 
the  block  system  will  be  adopted. 
The  subject  then  dropped. 

DOMINION    LANDS    ACT    AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

THIRD  READING. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
called  for  the  third  reading  of  Bill 
(H)  **  To  amend  the  Domiuien  Lands 
Act,  1879," 

Hon.  Mr.  A  IK  INS  said  that,  when 
the  measure  was  last  uTider  dis- 
cussion, a  suggestion  was  made 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Halifax 
that  the  regulations  should  be  published 
from  time  to  time  in  the  Ccmada  Gazette 
for  thirty  days.  He  (Mr.  Aikins)  had 
submitted  the  suggestion  to  the  Depart- 
ment, and  they  thought,  with  certain 
modifications,  it  would  not  interfere  with 
the  opetation  of  the  Bill.  He  would 
therefore  move  that  the  Bill  be  not  now 
read  the  third  time,  but  that  it  be 
amended  as  follows  : — 

"Page  2,  line  14.-— After  < Councir  insert 
<by  regulations  to  be  made  in  that  behalf, 
which  regulations  shall  not  go  into  operation 
until  afler  they  shall  have  been  published  for 
four  successive  weeks  in  the  Canada  Gazette.^  " 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  then  moved  the 
third  treading  of  the  Bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

WITNESSES     IN     COMMON      ASSAULT 
OASES  BILL. 

8EC0KD    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (41),  "  An  Aot  to  provide 
Son.  Mr,  Dickey. 


that  persons  charged  with  common  as> 
sault  shall  be  competent  as  witnesses." 
He  said  :  This  Bill  does  not  really  belong 
to  me,  and  I  am  almost  at  a  loss  what  to 
do  with  regard  to  it.     It  came  up  here 
from   the  Ij[ouse  of   Commons  witliout 
anyone  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  sooner 
than  allow  it  to  lie  on  the  table  without 
liaving  it  advanced  the  usual   stage,  I 
consented  to  move  it  its  first  reading.     I 
think  it  is  only  right  that  gentlemen  who 
introduce  measures  in  the  other  branch 
•f  the  Legislature  and  send  them  up  here 
should  take  some  trouble  to  get  members 
of  this  House  to  look  after  their  bills. 
As  in  this  case  the  measure  is  a  very 
simple   one,   and   ono  which   altogether 
meets   with    my   appn^val,   I   have    no 
objection  in  stating  briefly  to  the  House 
what  the  object  of  it  is.     Hon.  gentlemen 
will  recollect  that,  during  the  session  of 
1878,  Parliament  passed  a  law  providing 
fo^  the  admission  of  parties  charged  with 
common   assault — husband  and  wife  in- 
cluded— to  giv^  evidence  in  such  cases  aa 
defendants.      The   Bill  comprised  three 
clauses,  which  will  be  more  readily  com- 
prehended by  the  House  by  reading  them. 
The  object  of  this   Bill  is  to  repeal  the 
proviso  of  the  third  clause  of  the  Act,, 
and  make  this  section  apply,  as  the  two 
previous  sections  do  apply,  to  cases  which 
are  trie  I  either  through  the  intervention 
of  a  jury  or  otherwise.     As  to  the  policy 
of  this  law,  it  is  not  ut»ceRsary  that  I 
should    say    anything.     The    fact    that 
Parliament  has  placed   on  our  Statute 
book  a  law  which  makes,  I  admit,  a  eon- 
siderable  modification  of  the  criminal  law 
of  the  country— enabling  a   defendant 
charged  with  assault  to  give  evidence  on 
his  own  behalf,  and  also  enabling  husband 
or  wife  to  give  evidence  on  behalf  of  each 
other,  in  my  opinion  a  wise  principle — I 
presume  it  is  unnecessary,  while  that  law 
stands  on  our  Statute  book,  to  say  any- 
thing in  favor  of  the  principle  of  this 
BiU.     The  proviso  in  the  third  section  of 
the  Act  is  something  which  will  strike 
one  as  being  somewhat  unusual  and  in- 
congruous, taken  in  connection  with  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  measure.     By  looking 
closely  at  it  the  House  will  see  that»  bj 
repealing  the  proviso,  they  will  merelj 
be  placing  the  same  evidence,tried  under 
somewhat  different  circumstajices,  in  t)ka 
same  position  that  the  evidence  occupies 
under  the  two  first  sections.     This  is  the 
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object  of  the  Bill :  We  will  suppose  that 
a  man  has  been  indicted  for  an  aggra- 
▼ated  assault  before  a  jury.  In  that 
case  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  give 
evidence  in  his  own  behalf;  neither 
would  he  be  compellable  to  give  evidence 
against  himself,  nor  would  his  wife  be 
a  competent  witness  in  either  case.  But 
after  the  prosecution  had  come  to  a  con- 
elusion,  if  the  judge  then  trying  the  case 
decided  that  the  evidence  proved  only  a 
common  assault,  then  the  same  law  that 
applies  to  common  assaults  to  be  applied 
to  that  case,  although  in  the  outset  the 
party  had  been  indicted  for  aggravated 
assault,  and  he  should  be  allowed,  or 
should  be  compellable,  to  give  evidence 
in  such  case.  Now,  the  House  will  see 
what  injustice  might  be  worked  by  the 
clause  as  it  stands  at  present.  The  in- 
dictment is  always  found  ex  parte  before 
the  grand  jury.  Their  witnesses  are 
examined,  and  their  statements,  how- 
ever unguarded  or  liable  to  be  shaken, 
are  taken  without  cross-examination,  and 
the  grand  jury  may  find  a  bill  for  ag- 
gravated assault,  where  the  petit  jury 
would  not  find  a  common  assault  on  the 
same  evidence.  But  if  a  common  assault 
is  sustained,  why  not  allow  the  party  to 
be  a  witness  in  his  own  behalf,  or  com- 
pel him  to  give  evidence  against  himself 
in  that  case  as  well  as  in  the  other.  I 
can  see  no  reason  whatever  for  the 
proviso  which  exempts  common  assault, 
tried  under  such  circumstances,  either 
with  or  without  the  intervention  of  the 
jury — because  it  makes  very  little  differ- 
ence whether  the  jury  intervenes  to  try 
these  cases  or  not — from  the  operation  of 
the  law  in  ordinary  cases.  There  might 
be  cases,  however,  such  as  this  :  A  man 
might  be  indicted  fur  two  different 
offences,  one  of  which  was  an  assault. 
The  fourth  section  provides  in  that  case, 
where  there  is  any  other  offence  in  the 
indictment,  then  the  party  is  not  a  com- 
petent witness,  or  compellable  to  give 
evidence. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— In  1878, 
when  the  Act  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  amend  was  before  this  House,  I  ques- 
tioned the  propriety  of  the  proviso  in 
this  clause.  I  considered  that  it  was  in- 
congruous, and  I  could  not  understand 
mhy  such  a  proviso,  restricting  such  evi- 
dence to  cases  tried  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  jury,  should  be  included  in 
Him.  Mr.  Miller. 


the  Bill.  The  object  and  province  of  a 
jury  is  to  try  the  facts  and  test  the 
credibility  of  witnesses,  and  the  duty  of 
the  judge  is  to  explain  the  law  and  the 
legal  effects  cf  the  facts  elicited.  The- 
moment  that  you  allow  such  witnesses- 
to  give  evidence,  their  credibility  should 
be  purely  a  question  for  the  jury,  the 
best  judges  of  the  character  and  veracity 
of  witnesses  ;  but  in  the  Act  of  1878  it 
is  left  to  the  judge  to  decide.  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the- 
fourth  section  of  this  Act  might  also  be- 
repealed,  but  the  amendment,  so  far  a» 
it  goes,  is  in  the  right  direction.  The 
experience  of  our  courts  is  gradually 
leading  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best' 
way  to  get  at  the  real  facts  of  any  case' 
is  to  admit  everyone  as  competent  wit- 
nesses. The  court  and  jury  are  then> 
placed  in  a  better  position,  with  all  the 
testimony  before  them,  to  come  to  a  cor- 
rect conclusion  as  to  the  truth  and  the 
facts.  An  untruthful  witness  can  Reldom 
escape  from  the  skill  of  the  advocate  or 
the  scrutiny  of  the  jury,  whilst  it  fre- 
quently occurs  that  the  real  truth  and 
the  facts  in  doubt  ai*e  established  and 
made  clear  through  such  testimony. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE—Some  two- 
years  ago  I  spoke  against  the  ptinciple  of 
the  measure  which  it  is  sought  by  thia 
Bill  to  amend,  and  I  see  no  reason  to^ 
change  the  opinion  that  I  then  expressed. 
This  Bill  is  worse  than  the  other,  because,, 
to  my  mind,  it  only  offers  greater  induce^ 
ments  to  perjury.  Two  years  ago  I  urged 
that,  to  permit  a  defendant  to  give  evi- 
dence in  his  own  behalf,  in  cases  of  corn- 
men  assault,  was  tempting  him,  unless  he 
possessed  a  high  moral  charact^^r,  to  com* 
mit  perjury.  But  this  Bill  applies  the  prin- 
ciple to  cases  of  aggravated  assault,  the^ 
punishment  for  which  is  imprisonment 
with  hard  labor ;  and,  I  ask,  does  it  not 
offer  a  still  greater  inducement  to  a  de- 
fendant to  make  false  statements  in  hia 
own  behalf  1  I  regard  the  principle  as. 
being  wrong  and  immoral,  and  for  that 
reason  I  cannot  give  my  support  to  this 
Bill.  In  fact,  if  I  thought  a  majority  of 
the  House  concurred  in  my  opinion,  I 
would  move  that  the  Act  which  it  is 
proposed  to  amend  should  be  repealed. 
A  few  days  ago  the  hon.  Minister  of 
Militia  informed  us  that  it  was  im- 
portant to  consolidate  the  laws  relating 
to  Indians^  to  avoid  confusion  and  errors. 
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I  was  glad  to  hear  that,  and  I  would  sug- 
•gest  that  a  similar  course  should  be  fol- 
lowed in  this  instance.  All  our  magis- 
trates throughout  the  country  have  to 
•deal  with  these  assault  cases,  and  I  tliink 
it  would  be  better  to  have  all  the  legis- 
lation relating  to  them  in  one  Act, 
instead  of  scattered  in  small  amendments 
throughout  the  Statute  books.  I  know 
•of  cases  in  which  even  lawyers  have 
been  led  astray,  and  their  clients  been 
put  to  unnecessary  expense,  because  of 
some  small  amendment  to  the  law  which 
had  escaped  their  attention.  These  laws 
-are  put  into  the  hands  of  justices  of 
Ahe  peace  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
4ind  they  should  be  consolidated  in 
^uch  a  manner  that  they  could  be  easily 
understood  and  properly  ad^iinistered. 
Two  years  ago  I  objected  to  the  title  of" 
the  Act  wliich  this  Bill  is  intended  to 
4imend  l:>ecaiise  it  did  not  indicate  its 
character.  That  Act  defines  the  duties 
of  raagi'^t rates  in  cases  of  common  assault, 
and  1  hu'^gested  that  it  should  be  called 
"An  jict  to  amend  the  law  respecting 
offence."*  against  the  person,"  but  the  sug- 
gestion was  not  adopted.  We  have  now 
before  us  another  amendment,  comprised 
in  a  few  words,  which  will  be  in  the  form 
of  a  separate  act,  and  will  increase  the 
<iifficulty,  already  serious  enough,  of 
;;idministering  the  law.  If  the  Govem- 
fment  considered  the  consolidation  of  the 
Indian  laws  necessary,  I  think  that  they 
^should  find  a  way  to  embrace  all  this 
Jegklation  in  one  act  for  the  convenience 
•of  our  magistrates. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— It  is 
'Certainly  a  great  convenience  to  have  the 
law  upon  any  subject  consolidated,  and, 
no  doubt,  an  amendnoent  of  this  kind  to 
an  act  that  has  been  in  existence  for  a 
year  or  two  does  sometimes  occasion  in- 
•  convenience,  and  is  often  puzzling  to 
magish-ates.  I  do  not  know  how  this 
Bill  originated  in  the  other  House,  or 
whether  it  was  assented  to  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  might  be  consolidated  with 
the  Act  that  it  is  proposed  to  amend  if 
the  hon.  Senator  who  has  charge  of  the 
Bill  would  take  the  responsibility  of  do- 
ling so.  No  doubt  it  would  be  attended 
'with  some  convenience  and  .advantage. 
Perhaps  my  hon.  friend  from  Richmond 
will  consider  whether  that  c(^uld  not  be 
«done,  and  if  he  should  accept  the  sugges- 
tion, the  amendment  can  be  made  in 
lion,  Mr.  Bellerose, 


committee    and  the  Bill  sent  back,  in 
that  shape,  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  think  that  the 
difficulty  suggested  by  the  hon.  Senator 
trom  De  Lauaudi^re  (Mr.  Belleroee) 
would  be  avoided  if  a  little  more  care 
were  taken  with  the  titles  of  bills.  As 
he  very  properly  suggested,  the  title  of  a 
Bill  should  refer  to  the  statute  on 
the  subject  with  which  it  deals.  ^If 
the  Statute  of  1878  were  intituled 
"An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  with  refer- 
ence to  offences  against  the  person,"  then 
no  lawyer  or  magistrate  could  fail  to 
observe  it ;  but  if,  as  often  happens,  the 
title  of  a  Bill  bears  no  relation  to  the 
Act  which  it  amends,  even  the  best 
lawyer  may  be  led  astray. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  think  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  force  in  the  i-emarks  of 
my  hon.  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Bellerose) 
with  regard  to  the  consolidation  of  these 
statutes,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  this  Bill 
could  properly  come  under  the  head  or 
in  the  connection  that  he  indicates.  The 
law  to  which  he  alludes  defines  crim^, 
and  the  mode  of  punishing  them.  This 
Bill  relates  to  evidence.  There  is  a 
marked  distinction  between  a  law  which 
defines  crimes  and  regulates  their  pun- 
ishment, and  a  law  regulating  the  evi- 
dence relating  to  those  crimes.  I  am  dis- 
posed to  accept  the  suggestion,  and,  if 
the  House  will  permit  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  now,  I  will  consult  with  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  introduced  it  in  the 
other  House,  and,  if  it  should  meet  with 
his  approval,  the  amendment  can  be 
made  in  committee. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

SECOND   BEADINGS. 

The  following  Bills  were  read  tiie 
second  time  without  discussion  : — 

Bill  (47)  "Respecting  the  Great 
Western  and  Lake  Ontario  Shortt  Junc- 
tion Railway  Company." — (Mr.  Mc- 
M  aster.) 

Bill  (51)  "  To  amend  the  Act  36  Vic, 
Cap.  108,  intituled,  'An  Act  to  grant 
additional  powers  to  the  Quebeo  and 
Gulf  Ports  Steamship  Company.*  " — (Mr. 
Chapais.) 

Bill  (35)  "Respecting  the  Niagara 
Grand  Island  Bridge  Company." — (Mr. 
Dickson.)  ' 
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Bill  (29)  "To  amend  the  Act  entitled 
'  An  Act  lo  incorpoittte  the  Anchor 
Marine  Insurance  Company." — (Mr. 
Vidal.)  ^     ^        ^ 

Bill  (25)  "  To  authorize  the  establish- 
ment of  superannuation,  provident  and 
insurance  funds  by  the  Great  Western 
Kail  way  Company." — (Mr.  McMaster.) 

Bill  (J)  "  To  repeal  the  Act  extending 
the  Dominion  Lands  Act  to  British 
Columbia,  and  to  make  other  provisions 
with  respect  to  certain  public  lands  in 
that  Province." — (Hon.  Mr.  Aikins.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  5.05  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 
Friday,  April  2nd,  1880. 
The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 


o'clock. 


BILLS  INTRODUCED. 


Bill  (44)  "To  Provide  for  the  Salaries 
of  two  additional  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  British  Columbia." — (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

Bill  (K)  "  To  remove  doubts  as  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  sub-section 
2  of  the  9th  section  of  the  *  The  Canada 
Temperance  Act,  1878',  and  to  further 
amend  the  said  Act." — (Mr.  Aikins.) 

MAIL    PRINTING    COMPANY'S    BILL. 
THIRD    READIKQ. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Bills,  reported  the  Bill 
to  incorporate  the  Mail  Printing  Com- 
}Muij  without  amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  movod  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  was  read  and  passed. 

BELL    TELEPHONE    COMPANY'S    BILL. 
REPORTED    FROM   COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY,  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Kailways,  Tele- 
graphs and  Canals,  reported  BDl  (  ) 
to  incorporate  the  Bell  Telephone  ODm- 
pany  of  Canada,  with  certain  amend- 
ments. He  said  that,  as  this  inaugurated 
a  new  spcK^ies  of  legislation,  the  commit- 
tee had  thought  it  wise  to  subject  the 
BOl  to  much  closer  scrutiny  than  was 
Hon,  Mr.  Miller, 


usually  considered  necessary,  and  the 
amendments,  he  was  satisfied,  would  oom- 
mend  themselves  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  In  examining 
the  third  section  of  the  Bill,  the  Com- 
mittee had  found  theniselves  confronted 
with  this  diflSculty  :  that  it  provided  for 
the  consent  of  the  municipal  councils  of 
cities,  towns  and  incorporated  villages, 
before  the  line  could  be  constructed 
within  their  limits ;  but  the  promoters 
of  the  measure  did  not  seem  to  have  had 
their  attention  called  to  the  fact  that,  in 
the  Maribimo  Provinces,  with  very  rare 
exceptions,  there  were  no  such  inanici- 
palities.  There  were  county  councils, 
but  not  councils  of  towns  and  villages. 
The  amendment  which  the  Committ^je 
proposed  gave  the  jurisdiction  in  such 
cases  to  the  county  councils.  A  similar 
amendment  was  made  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  same  clause,  relating  to  the  cut- 
ting of  telephone  winis  when  neces- 
sary in  case  of  fire.  In  the  fourtli* 
clause  there  was  an  important  amend- 
ment dealing  with  the  question  of  amal- 
gamation with  companies  in  Canada  or 
elsewhere.  It  was  thought  better  to 
confine  the  granting  of  such  powei-s  to 
amalgamation  with  companies  in  Canada,, 
exclusively.  The  last  clause,  which* 
related  to  agreements  entered  into,  was- 
amended  to  confine  its  operations  dimply. 
to  agreements  heretofore  made. 

MILLS  ON  THE  CANALS. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL—In 
answer  to  the  questions  put  by  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Hamilton  in  reference  to- 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  other  canals,  I  was' 
not  able  to  say  distinctly  whether  the 
I'estrictions  which  were  to  be  found  in 
the  leases  of  tenants  having  water  powers 
on  the  canals,  or  the  regulations  which 
I  quoted,  are  stiictly  enforced,  andl 
I  promised  to  make  inquiries  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Minister  of  Railways  and 
Canals,  and  answer  more  fully  to-day.  I 
am  informed  that  the  restrictive  clausea 
in  such  cases  have  in  no  way  been 
abrogated,  and  that  the  officers  of  the^ 
Department  are  required  to  enforce  them 
strictly,  and  also  •  in  reference  to  the 
Lachine  Canal,  that  the  engineers  advise 
the  Department  against  the  granting  of 
any  increased  privileges  upon  tliat  canat 
in  excess  of  those  already  existing. 
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SECOND  READINGS. 

The  following  Bills  were  read  the 
aecond  time  : — 

Bill  (33)  "  To  amend  and  consolidate 
the  Act  incorporating  the  Dominion 
Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  of 
Canada."— (Mr.  Flint.)  wt^^i 

Bill  (31)  "To  incorporate  the"^  St. 
Clair  &  Lake  Erie  Navigation  Com- 
pany."—(Mr.  Yidal.) 

THIRD  READING. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  cf  the 
Whole  on  Bill  (J)  "  To  repeal  the  Act 
extending  ^he  Dominion  Lands  Act  to 
British  Columbia,  and  to  make'  other 
provisions  with  respect  to  public  lands 
in  that  Erovince." 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE,  from  the 
♦Committee,  reported  the  Bill  without 
.-amendment,  and  it  was  then  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.35  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Monday,  April  5th,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at   three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THE      REPAIRS      TO      THE     STEAMER 
MAY  FLOWER. 

MOTION. 
Hon.  Mr.  GRANT  moved  :— 
"  That  an  humble  address  be  presented'  to 
His  Excellency  the  Qovernor-Gteneral,  praying 
^hat  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  House,  a  statement  of  all  the  cost  incur- 
red in  repairing  the  ferry  steamer  May  Flower, 
in  Pictou  Harbor,  from  the  time  she  stopped 
Tunning,  in  1879,  until  the  work  was  com- 
pleted,  and  to  include  the  amount  paid, 
-or  to  be  paid,  for  the  use  of  the  tug  Dragon, 
'iluring  said  repairs.'' 

He  said :  The  steamer  May  Flower,  is 
the  ferry  boat  which  runs  between  Piotou 
Landing  and  the  terminus  of  the  Truro 
And  Pictou  branch  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railway  and  the  town  of  Pictou,  and  be- 
longs to  the  Railway  Department.  That 
steamboat  was  laid  up  for  repairs  some 
time  last  fall.  There  happens  to  be  in 
Pictou,  a  very  valuable  and  serviceable 
Hon.  Sir  Alex,  Campbell. 


marine  slip,  on  which  all  vessels  going 
into  Pictou  harbor  requiring  repairs  to 
their  hulls  are  placed,  and  vessels  and 
steamers  from  Newfoundland  and  the 
northern  shore  of  New  Brunswick,  also 
go  down  there  to  be  repaired.  It  was 
supposed  by  the  community  that  the 
May  Flower  would  be  immediately 
placed  on  that  slip  to  get  her  repairs 
done,  but  to  the  surprise  of  all,  the  local 
managers  of  the  boat  undertook  to  erect 
a  slip  for  themselves  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  the  vessel.  It  is  supposed  that 
this  course  was  taken  because  the  lessees 
of  the  marine  slip  hai)pen  to  be  oppo- 
nents of  the  present  Government.  Con- 
siderable time  elapsed,  and  the  boat  was 
taken  to  the  new  slip  and  hauled,  or 
attempted  to  be  hauled  upon  it ;  but  it 
was  evidently  erected  by  incompetent 
men,  because,  on  the  first  attempt  to  raise 
her,  the  slip  broke  down  with  a  tre- 
mendous crash,  and  the  boat  was  placed 
in  a  perilous  position.  The  repairing 
of  this  boat  occupied,  I  think,  two 
months,  and,  in  the  meantime,  a  steam 
tug,  belonging  to  the  Halifax  Mining 
Company,  was  employed,  at  a  very  large 
expense,  to  take  her  place.  This  steam 
tug,  for  the  purpose  for  which  she  was 
used  in  the  company's  service,  was  a 
most  useful  boat,  but,  for  the  purpose  of 
ferrying  a  large  amount  of  freight  and  a 
great  number  of  passengers  across  th^ 
harbor,,  she  was  very  unsuitable,  especi- 
ally during  the  late  fall  weather.  The 
upshot  of  all  of  it  has  been  that  the  May 
Fhwer  has  not  done  any  service  yet. 
The  harbor  of  Pictou  has  been  frozen, 
and  the  steam  tug  Dragon,  which  took 
her  place,  was  frozen  in  the  middle  of  the 
harbor  on  her  last  trip. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — Aa  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  I  have  no  objection  to  th» 
motion  passing ;  but  I  have  a  decided 
objection  to  letting  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  go  to  the  country  without 
some  reply.  I  have  been  spoken  to  with 
regard  to  this  motion  by  some  hon.  gen- 
tlemen, and  have  been  informed  that  it 
is  a  question  of  very  small  local  party 
politics  in  the  constituency  to  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  belongs.  The  slip  in 
question  is  owned  by  a  number  of  political 
partizans  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has 
just  s[>oken,  and  on  one  or  two  occasions 
they  have  secured  the  repairing  of  some 
Government  vessels,  and  have  sent  in  most 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Bailwav  to 


[April  5,  1880.]  Savlt  Su,  Marie. 


231 


exorbitant  and  disgracefal  bills  against 
the  Government.  The  reason  why  the 
May  Flower  was  not  put  upon  their  slip  last 
year  was  because  of  the  disgraceful  and 
exorbitant  charges  which  were  made  on 
former  occasions  by  the  company  owning 
it.  I  believe  that  the  intention  of  the 
officers  of  the  Grovernment  in  having  the 
repairs  to  the  May  Flower  made  else- 
where was  to  ha/e  them  done  as  cheaply 
as  possible,  and  because  they  did  not  in- 
tend to  pay  exorbitant  rates.  I  am 
sorry  that  my  hon.  friend  has  thought 
proper  to  make  the  remarks  that  he  has 
addressed  to  the  House,  until  the  infor- 
mation which  he  asks  for  is  laid  before 
the  Senate,  because  when  that  informa- 
tion is  brought  down,  and  when,  per- 
haps, a  motion  may  be  made  for  other 
papers  in  connection  with  the  repairing 
of  steamers  at  the  Port  of  Pictou,  and 
tiiose  papers  have  been  submitted  to  the 
House,  the  comparison  will  be  very  un- 
fortunate for  him.  3'herefore,  I  am  sorry 
that  he  has  considered  it  necessary  to 
make  these  remarks  before  the  papers  he 
asks  for  are  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBEL]>— I  do 
not  know  anything  of  the  facts  of  this 
caBe,  but  there  is  no  objection  to  bringing 
down  the  papers  asked  for. 

The  mption  was  agreed  to. 

THE  RAILWAY  TO  SAULT  8TE.  MARIE. 
MOTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  moved  :— 
«  That  an.  humble^  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the 'Gtovemor-Qeneial,  pray- 
ing that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be 
]aid  before  this  House,  copies  of  all  surveys, 
reports,  plans,  estimates  and  correspondence 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government  bearing  on 
the  question  of  the  construction  of  a  Rail- 
way ^m  Lake  Nipissing,  the  present  pro- 
visional terminus  of  <  The  Canada  Central 
Railroad  Company,'  to  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
and  to  Goulais  Bay,  on  Lake  Superior." 

He  said :  My  object  in  moving  for 
these  returns  \&  simply  to  promote,  if 
|H)68ible,the  completion  of,  or  at  all  events 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to,  a  very  impoi*tant  link  in  the  great 
Pacific  Kailroad,  and  one  which,  if  com- 
pleted, will  biing  into  active  operation 
the  works  already  constructed  and  which 
are  likelf  to  be  completed  about  the  time 
4 his  railway  from  Lake  Nipissing  to 
Eon,  Mr.  Miller. 


Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  Croulais  Bay,  on 
Lake  Superior,  could  be  finished.  The 
length  of  this  link,  starting  at  Lake 
Nipissing,  where  the  provisional  ter- 
minus of  the  Canada  Central  Railroad  is 
at  present  located,  and  pixxseeding  onward 
to  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and  to  Goulais 
Bay,  is,  I  believe,  250  to  280  miles. 
The  building  of  that  road  would  give 
direct  connection  between  the  one  trunk 
railroad  which  the  Province  of  Quebec 
possesses  and  the  waters  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, which,  1  understand,  are  navigable 
for  some  seven  months  in  the  year. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— For  nine  months. 

Hon.  Mr.  BY  AN — Well,  nine  months; 
at  all  events  for  seven.  I  do  not  wish 
to  exaggerate  in  my  statement ;  and  even 
if  it  be  for  only  seven  months,  it  will 
still  have  the  very  important  effect  of  con- 
necting Quebec  and  Montreal  directly 
with  the  lake  navigation.  The  route 
from  Thunder  Bay  to  Winnipeg  will,  I 
hope,  ere  long,  be  in  operation.  The 
line  of  railroad  by  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Superior  is  difficult  ol  construction, 
and  will  hardly  be  built  for  many  years. 
But,  failing  the  possibility  of  having  that 
line  in  operation  within  a  reasonable 
time,  advantage  may  be  taken  during  the 
winter  months,  when  the  navigation  of 
Lake  Superior  is  not  practicable,  of  a 
line  which  is  very  likely  to  be  constructed 
in  the  United  States,  on  the  south  shore 
of  Lake  Superior,  from  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
to  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul.  In  this 
way  we  shall  get,  within  two  years,  an 
uninterrupted  line  of  railway  from  Win- 
nipeg to  the  Canadian  seaboard.  This, 
as  everyone  can  see,  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  Dominion,  and  it  has 
also  this  advantage  :  that  it  will  shorten 
the  distance  of  the  existing  route  between 
Winnipeg  and  Montreal  by  200  miles, 
at  a  very  moderate  calculation ;  while 
the  route  from  Winnipeg  to  Liverpool, 
by  that  line,  will  be  shorter  by  500  or 
600  miles  than  by  way  of  New  York. 
These  are  matters  which,  I  think,  it  is 
very  desirable  that  we  should  attend  to 
in  this  Dominion.  By  the  time  that  the 
construction  of  these  roads  might  be 
completed,  taking  a  period  of  two  years 
for  building  them,  I  hope  the  products 

I  of  Manitoba  will  have  increased  very 
largely,  and  that  the  exporting  powen 
of  that  Province  will  be  very  consider- 
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able.  Keeping  this  in  view,  I  think 
there  should  be  no  hesitation  about 
taking  active  and  immediate  measures  to 
construct  the  link  which  will  connect 
our  eastern  roads  with  the  United 
States  system  of  railways  south  of  Lake 
Superior,  and,  during  the  months  when 
navigation  is  oj)en,  with  our  own  system  of 
water  communication  on  Lake  Superior, 
and  with  our  own  railway  from  Thunder 
Bay  to  W  in  nipeg  during  that  season.  lam 
sure  that  no  one  will  question  the  great 
advantages  of  obtaining  such  a  route, 
and  I  am  emboldened  to  offer  this  resolu- 
tion to-day  in  order  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Government  more  directly  to  the 
subject.  At  the  same  time,  I  have  little 
apprehension  as  to  the  views  which  the 
Grovernment  will  entertain.  Although  I 
have  no  special  or  private  information  ou 
this  jx)int,  yet  I  have  that  contained  in 
the  public  declarations  of  the  Minister  of 
Railways  in  January  last,  when  receiving 
a  deputation  on  this  very  question  at 
Montreal.  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  in  his 
remarks  on  that  occasion,  said  that  an 
engineer  was  then  on  the  spot,  completing 
the  information  that  he  required  to  have 
in  his  possession  before  formally  submit- 
ting the  views  that  he  (Sir  Charles) 
entertained  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Oovemment.  He  went  on  farther  to 
say  : — 

(( Ilie  (xovemment  bavmg  provided  for  the 
extension  of  the  Canada  Central  to  Lakd 
NipissiDg,  it  had  naturally  attracted  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  the  scheme,  and  the  project 
to  carry  on  that  road  from  Nipissing  direct  to 
Saalt  Ste.  Marie  had  received  an  additional 
impetus  from  the  attention  which  had  been 
given  to  the  question  by  the  railway  magnates 
and  persons  interested  in  the  development  of 
the  North-Westem  States.  They  found,  on 
looking  at  the  map,  that  it  was  almost  an  air 
line  running  from  St  Paul  and  Minneapolis, 
the  great  centres  of  commerce  in  the  North- 
west, to  the  city  of  Montreal.  They  found 
that  wheat  could  be  placed  in  the  harbor  of 
Montreal,  and  by  that  route  sent  to  Liverpool 
BO  much  more  cheaply  and  easily  than  by  the 
existing  routes,  that  it  was  not  at  all  surprising 
that  attention  should  have  been  directed  to 
the  project.  The  more  he  examined  the 
subject,  the  more  satisfied  he  was  that,  inde- 
pendent altogether  of  the  great  importance 
to  Canadian  interests  of  the  construction  of  a 
line  from  St.  Paul,  or  from  Duluth,  or  from 
both,  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  looking  to  a  connec- 
tion with  ocean  traffic  at  Montreal,  independent 
of  the  g^eat  additional  volume  of  traffic  which 
Canada  might  fairly  anticipate  would  flow 
from  that  road,  he  considered  that  we  had  a 
very  great  interest  in  establishing  communica. 
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tion  between  Nipissing  and  the  Sault  at  as- 
early  a  date  as  practicable.  The  development 
of  our  great  North- West  depended  to  a  very 
large  extent  upon  the  ease,  cheapness  and 
rapidity  with  which  we  could  send  people  into 
that  country  and  bring  the  produce  of  the 
west  to  the  seaboard.  The  feet  that  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Canada  Central  to  Nipissing 
would  be  accomplished  at  an  early  day ;  the 
fact  that  the  Government  were  pushing,  with 
all  the  energy  and  vigor  that  they  possessed, 
the  line  fromThunder  Bay  to  Red  River ;  the 
fact  that,  by  the  extension  of  the  line  from 
Nipissing  to  the  Sault,  it  would  bring  Montreal 
within  sixty  hours  of  Red  River,  settled  the 
question  as  to  the  great  importance  of  carrying 
out  this  project  at  the  earliest  practicable  day.* 

This  explains,  in  language  much  more 
forcible  than  I  could  use,  the  importance 
of  this  road,  and  the  sense  which  the 
M  inister  of  Railways  has  of  its  import- 
ance.    Sir  Charles  goes  on  to  say  : — 

«  The  road  from  Thunder  Bay  to  Red  River, 
the  Government  fully  expected,  would  be  com- 
pleted by  the  1st  of  July,  1882,  and  there 
would  be  no  difficulty,  from  what  he  could 
learn  of  the  character  of  the  country,  in  having 
the  extension  from  Winnipeg  to  the  Sault 
completed  at  the  same  time." 

If,  then,  the  railroad  south  of  hike 
Superior,  which  will  form  a  part  of  the 
United  States  system^  can  be  completed 
by  July,  1882,  a&,  from  all  the  informa- 
tion I  can  collect,  I  believe  it  may  be, 
we  shall,  within  two  years  and  a  half, 
have  easy  and  continuous  raili*oad  access 
to  Manitoba.  It  is  estimated  that  it 
would  take  sixty  hours  to  travel  from 
Montreal  to  Winnipeg  by  that 
route,  which  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance,  in  view  of  the  large 
influx  of  population  that  we  may 
reasonably  expect  will  take  place  into 
Manitoba,  and  everyone  will  be  sen- 
sible of  the  importance  of  carrying  immi- 
grants from  the  Old  Country  to  the 
North- West  with  the  greatest  rapidity 
and  comfort.  I  will  quote  one  or  two 
remarks  of  the  hon.  the  Minister  of  Rail- 
ways.    He  continued : — 

«  The  road  from  Thunder  Bay  to  Red  Rircr 
the  Government  fully  expected  would  be  com- 
pleted by  the  1st  of  July,  1882,  and  there 
would  be  no  difficulty,  from  what  he  could 
learn  of  the  character  of  the  country,  in  haring 
the  extension  from  Winnipeg  to  the  Sault 
completed  at  the  same  time.  •  •  •  •  He 
believed  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
aid  and  foster  in  every  way  any  enterprise  for 
the  development  of  the  country,  but  he  bad 
great  foith  in  the  management  of  railways  by 
private  individuals  or  companies,  and  h& 
thought  the  Government  would  render  such 
assistance  as  they  could  afford  to  any  companx 
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that  would  undertake  this  work.  •  •  •  • 
After  a  few  more  remarks,  Sir  Charles  con- 
cluded bj  sayinfi:  that  the  Government  be- 
lieyed  it  to  be  impossible  to  over-rate  the  im- 
mense importance  to  Canada  of  the  early  de- 
velopment of  the  resources  of  the  North- West, 
and  he  believed  that  this  enterprise  was  calcu- 
lated to  promote  that  object  by  affording  the 
earliest,  easiest  and  cheapest  route  for  the  ex- 
port of  the  produce  of  the  west  to  the  sea." 

So  far  as  the  railroad  from  Lake 
Nipissing  is  concerned,  it  is  in 
the  hands  of  a  private  company. 
They  hold  a  charter,  with  powers 
to  extend  their  line  to  Sault 
Ste.  Marie,  but  they  have  not  complied, 
I  believe,  with  all  the  stipulations  of 
that  charter,  and  they  seek  assistance 
and  extension  of  time.  It  matters  not, 
in^y  opinion,  whether  the  Government 
take  the  project  up  themselves  and  make 
it  a  part  of  their  Pacific  line,  or  allow 
the  Canada!  Central  Company  to  extend 
their  line  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  with  Gov- 
ernment assistance,  but  the  interests  of 
Canada  demand  that  the  road  should  be 
built  as  shortly  and  expeditiously  as  pos- 
sible. I  need  not  say  that  it  would  be 
a  great  boon  also  to  the  Province  of 
Qaebec,  which  has  expended  a  large  sum 
of  money  on  the  trunk  line  extending 
from  Quebec  to  Ottawa,  and  it  would 
also  be  of  advantage  to  the  Interco- 
lonial Railway,  as  making  it  a  part  of  the 
unbroken  route  from  Halifax  to  the 
Creat  North- West.  I  believe  that  every 
aectiou  of  the  Dominion — apart  from  the 
interest  which  we  all  take  in  seeing  that 
important  new  country  in  the  North- 
West  developed,  and  put  in  a  position  to 
supply  large  exports  over  this  continent 
— ^would  benefit  by  the  construction  of 
this  road.  I  should  remark  that  Gou- 
lais  Bay  affords  a  good  and  sufficient 
harbor  accommodation  for  steamera 
traversing  Lake  Superior  to  land  and 
receive  their  cargoes  and  passengers,  and 
I  have  only  to  hope  that,  in  granting  the 
papers  which  I  asked  for  to-day,  the 
Government  will  evince  a  disposition 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  country,  and  to 
give  their  support  and  countenance  to 
this  project,  and  to  forward  its  comple- 
tion with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Hon,  Mr.  BELLEROSE— I  feel  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Victoria  (Mr. 
Hyan)  deserves  the  congratulations  of 
tius  House  for  the  course  he  has  taken 
in  bringing  this  matter  under  our  notice. 
Hon,  Mr.  Ryan. 
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It  is  well  known,  and  the  statements  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  prove  it,  that  it  would 
be  a  great  advantage  to  the  people  of  this 
Dominion,  if  the  Canada  Central  Rail- 
way was  extended  from  Nipissing  to 
Sault  St.  Marie  at  as  early  a  date  as  ik)S- 
sible.  It  is  a  wise  policy  to  expend 
money  in  extending  the  Pacific  Railway 
west  of  the  Red  River,  but  I  believe  that 
it  is  also  necessary  to  do  all  in  our  power  to 
push  on  the  construction  of  the  eastern 
end  of  the  road,  so  as  to  obtain,  at  as 
early  a  date  as  possible,  a  through  route 
from  Sault  St.  Marie  .to  Quebec,  via  the 
Canada  Central  and  North  Shoi-e  Rail- 
ways. It  would  be  an  advantage,  not 
only  to  Manitoba  and  the  North- West, 
but  also  to  the  older  provinces  of  tho 
Dominion.  The  Province  of  Quebec  is 
very  much  interested  in  having  this  rail- 
way constructed  as  soon  as  possible,  now 
that  the  North  Shoi-e  roads  have  been 
comploted,  as  it  would,  with  those  roads 
and  the  Intercolonial,  make  a  through 
route  from  Manitoba  to  Halifax.  I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  see  their  way 
to  do  what  the  hon.  Minister  of  Railways 
has  stated  to  be  so  advantageous  to  the 
country  at  large. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  rise  to  make 
a  remark  or  two  with  respect  to  what 
has  fallen  trom  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Ryan)  who  has  resumed  his  seat.  I  have 
listened  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  and 
pleasure  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  has  brought  the  question 
before  the  Senate  and  before  the  country 
in  such  an  able  and  lucid  manner.  I  do 
not  think  it  requires  much  geographical 
knowledge  to  convince  anyone  that  the 
present  duty  of  the  Government,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Pacific  Railway,  would 
be  to  complete,  as  soon  as  possible,  rail- 
way communication  between  Lake  Nipis- 
sing and  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  I  think  the 
geographical  evidence  itself  is  so  very 
clear  that  the  Government  should  not 
hesitate  for  a  moment  in  completing  that 
link.  If  we  wish  to  control  the  trade  of 
the  great  North- West  before  the  all-rail 
Qommunication  can  be  made  between  the 
Eastern  Provinces  and  Winnipeg  north 
of  Lake  Superior,  it  must  be  by  tiie  line 
by  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and  I  do  hope  that 
the  bringing  of  this  question  before  the 
Senate  at  the  present  time  may  have 
some  influence  on  the  Government  in 
determining   them   to   take  the  course 
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which  was  foreshadowed  in  the  remarks 
of  the  Minister  of  Railways  that  have 
l>een  read  to  the  Hoase.  There  can  be 
no  doubt,  if  we  wish  to  secure  that  trade  ; 
if  we  do  not  wish  to  see  it  go  into  foreign 
<2bannels^  we  must  build  this  connecting 
link,  which  will  have  the  effect,  during 
the  navigation  months  at  least,  ot  divert- 
ing the  trade  of  Manitoba  into  the  other 
provinces  of  the  Dominion.  As  a  mem- 
ber fi*om  one  of  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
I  feel,  equally  with  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  and  with 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Victoria,  that 
it  is  in  the  interest,  not  only  of  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  but  of  the  Domin- 
ion, that  this  project  should  be  carried 
out  as  soon  as  possible. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— Although 
my  hon.  friend  has  expressed  my  views 
in  better  language  than  I  can,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  by  the 
Maritime  Provinces  by  the  extension  of 
this  railway  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  1  feel 
it  my  duty  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
-subject,  in  addition  to  what  I  said  last 
session.  If  we  in  the  lower  provinces 
are  to  have  the  first  fruits  of  the  expen- 
diture which  ia  going  on  in  the  North- 
West,  it  certainly  must  be  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
Canada  Central  to  Groulais  Bay,  or  to 
Sault  Ste.  Marie.  It  is  quite  clear  that  it 
is  the  most  direct  route,  and,  for  cheapness 
and  despatch,  it  must  be  the  best  way  to 
bring  out  the  products,  not  only  of 
of  the  fertile  lands  of  Manitoba  and  the 
North-West,  but  many  of  the  Western 
States.  In  the  season  of  navigation,  of 
course  Quebec  and  our  great  commercial 
centre,  Montreal,  would  reap  the  great- 
est advantage,  but  we  in  Nova  Scotia 
believe  that  Halifax  would  derive  some 
benefit  from  the  trade  of  the  North- West 
taking  the  Grand  Trunk  and  Interco- 
lonial railways  as  a  winter  route.  This 
question  came  up  last  year.  I  think  it 
was  introduced  by  my  hon.  friend  from 
Quint6  division  (Mr.  Read),  and  my 
hon.  friend  from  Halifax  (Mr.  Power),  in 
an  exhaustive  speech,  full  of  facto  and 
figures,  also  expatiated  on  the  great  ad- 
vantages which  this  connecting  link 
would  have  for  the  whole  country.  I 
must  say  that  his  remarks  on  that  occa- 
sion convinced  me  beyond  what  I  had 
previously  c6nsiclered  to  be  the  advan- 
tages of  this  project.  I  am  very  glad 
Eon.  Mr.  Miller. 


that  my  hon.  friend  from  Victoria  has 
brought  this  matter  before  the  House, 
and  shewn  that  he  is  clearly  alive  to  its 
importance.  It  will  make  us,  especially 
the  people  of  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
teel  that  this  money  expended  in  the 
North- West  is  a  matter  in  which  we  are 
all  collectively  interested,  and  it  will,  to 
a  large  extent,  dissipate  much  of  the 
antipathy  which,  no  doubt,  does  exist  in 
the  minds  of  many  hon.  gentlemen,  and 
in  the  minds  of  a  large  proportion  of  the 
public  men  of  the  Dominion,  with 
respect  to  the  enormous  expenditure 
which  hi  being  made  to  develop  the 
North- West — which,  I  consider,  never- 
theless, in  the  public  interest,  we  are 
bound  to  see  to  and  provide  for.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  earnestly  consider 
^he  matter.  It  is  shewn  that  the  Minis- 
tei  of  Railways  is  alive  to  its  importance ; 
and,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  they 
will,  by  subsidy  to  the  Canada  Centred 
or  otherwise,  have  that  railway  extended 
in  such  a  way  as  to  divert  the  trade  of 
the  west  through  our  own  Provinces, 
down  to  its  natural  and  proper  teiminus 
at  Halifax,  for  exportation  to  the  mar- 
kets of  Europe.  I  trust  the  Government 
will  give  all  possible  aid  commensurate 
with  the  immediate  importance  which 
such  a  connecting  link  would  be  to  the 
provinces  generally,  especially  when  we 
consider  that  many  years  will  pass  by 
before  we  can  expect  to  extend  the  line 
along  the  northern  side  of  Lake  Superior. 
Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD— Although  I  am, 
perhaps,  the  last  to  rise  to  speak  on  this 
question,  I  am  not  the  least  interested  in 
it.  The  east  has  spoken,  and  it  is  but 
right  that  a  voice  should  come  from  the 
west  and  even  from  the  far  west,  to 
express  an  opinion  upon  the  matter  now 
before  the  House.  Coming  from  Manitoba, 
I  am  not  less  interested  in  this  matter 
than  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  have  spoken, 
and  it  is  well  that  I  should  tender  my 
thanks  to  the  hon.  gentleman  who  brought 
this  subject  before  the  House.  The 
question  is  full  of  interest,  not  merely  to 
particular  provinces,  but  the  whole  Do- 
minion will  naturally  wish  to  see,  as  soon 
as  possible,  a  through  connection  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  There  is  no 
other  project  to  solve  this  question  more 
readily  if  the  Government  will  only 
adopt  it.  It  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  the 
through     railway  connection   north    of 
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Ji&ke  Superior  cannot  be  made  for 
many  yeai-R  to  come.  Whi]e  waiting 
for  the  time  when  the  finances  of  the 
Dominion  will  enable  us  to  com- 
plete the  all-rail  route  through  our  own 
territory,  nothing  would  so  conduce  to 
the  increase  of  our  trade  with  the  North- 
Wesj  as  connection  with  the  American 
system  of  isiilways  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
by  the  extension  of  the  Canada  Central 
from  Nipissing.  I  must  again  thank  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Victoria  for  intro- 
ducing this  important  question.  It  is 
not  the  first  project  he  has  brought  be- 
fore the  notice  of  the  House,  closely 
afiecting  the  interests  of  the  North- West, 
and  I  do  hope  that  the  remarks  of  hon. 
gentlemen  in  this  Chamber  will  have 
considerable  influence  with  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  sure  there  is  but  one  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  submitted  to  the 
House,  and  that  is  that  the  Ministry 
should,  in  the  interest  of  the  country, 
make  every  effort  to  forward  this  pro- 
ject 

Hon.Mr.CORNW  ALL— Coming  from 
the  very  far  west,  I  am  glad  to  express 
my  views  as  being  in  accord  with  those 
of  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  have  addressed 
the  House  on  this  question.  It  is  one 
of  very  great  importance,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  successful  carrying  out 
of  the  vast  project  which  is  now  before 
the  country,  and,  without  attempting  to 
make  a  speech,  I  merely  wish  to  express 
my  gratification  at  the  manner  in  which 
this  matter  has  been  brought  before  the 
Senate. 

Hon.  Mr.  SUTHERLAND— I  did 
not  rise  with  the  idea  of  being  able  to 
add  n»uch  additional  weight  to  the 
•remarks  made  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Victoria,  but  I  must  certainly  con- 
gratulate him  on  having  brought  up  this 
4)ue8tion,  a  question  that  we  in  the  North- 
West  are  very  much  interested  in,  though 
it  is  a  project  of  more  importance  to 
other  parts  of  the  Dominion,  for  if  we 
did  not  have  a  pound  of  freight,  or  a  pas- 
senger to  bring  through  from  the  North- 
West,  still  I  would  consider  it  a  very 
advantageous  undertaking  for  the  eastern 
ports  of  the  Dominion.  There  has 
•been  nothing  said  of  the  great 
volume  of  traffic  which  may  be 
expected  from  Minnesota  and  Dakotah, 
which  must  necessarily  come  down 
Hon.  i/r.  Girard, 


by  that  road,  and  will,  in  itself, 
tax  the  whole  capacity  of  the  road 
shortly  after  completion.  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  one  of  the  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  Northern  Paci- 
fic Railway,  and  he  seemed  to  be  very 
anxious  about  tlie  completion  of  this 
project,  and  I  understood  from  him  that 
the  Northern  Pacific  intend  to  run  a  line 
from  Duluth  westward  as  a  competing 
line  with  the  one  now  running  into  our 
province.  I  am  sure  that  hon.  gentle- 
men will  all  see  the  advantage  it  will  be 
for  Manitoba  to  have  competition.  Ai- 
though  the  present  line  has  been  a  very 
great  boon  to  us,  still,  they  have  a  mo- 
noply,  and,  of  course,  they  charge  rates 
that  are  much  higher  thsn  we  might 
expect  if  we  had  another  competing  line. 
I  have  met  some  gentlemen  who  have 
been  endeavoring  to  throw  cold  water 
upon  this  scheme  on  account  of  its  being 
a  competing  line  to  our  own  line  from 
Thunder  Bay  to  Red  River,  but  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  great  force  in  that 
argument,  because  our  own  line  will  have 
more  traffic,  I  hope,  than  it  can  carry, 
and  if  there  is  any  advantage  at  all  in 
adopting  our  route,  it  certainly  will  have 
all  the  patronage  of  the  North-West. 
At  all  events,  as  we  do  not  hope  that  the 
through  line  can  be  completed  north  of 
Lake  Superior  for  some  years  to  come,  it 
is  very  essential  that  we  should  have 
some  line  to  compete  with  the  present 
one. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  —  I  .im  very 
happy,  indeed,  to  find  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  Victoria  (Mr.  Ryan),  who 
represents  here  the  commercial  metropolis 
of  the  Dominion,  is  so  deeply  interested 
in  forwarding  this  scheme.  I  think  I 
may  venture  to  claim  the  honor  of 
having  been  the  first  to  submit  to  Parlia- 
ment any  detailed  statement  of  the 
benefits  that  were  likely  to  accrue  from 
this  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  ;  and,  as 
my  hon.  friend  from  Lunenburg  (Mr, 
Katrlbach)  says,  I  made  a  very  exhaus- 
tive speech  last  year  on  the  subject,  one 
which,  I  am  afraid,  exhausted  the 
patience  of  my  hearers.  I  do  not  pur- 
pose to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House 
at  any  great  length  to-day  ;  but  I  hope 
hon.  gentlemen  will  bear  with  me  for  a 
little,  while  I  submit  a'  few  statistics  in 
relation  to  this  question.  Since  the  time 
when  I  ventured  to  address  the  House 
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on  ibis  subject,   in  connection  with  the 
uiotiou  of  the  hon.  member  from  Quints 
(Mr.      Read),      iu      respect      to      the 
Georgian    Bay     Branch,     I     have    as- 
certained tbat  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  several 
years      ago,       contemplated       building 
the  Pacific  Railway  by  this  route ;  and, 
the  probabilities  are  that,   if  it  hadnot 
been  for  the  political    outcries  that  were 
raised  at   that  time,  to  a  certain  extent 
by  both  parties,   this  road   would  have 
been  constructed  before  now.     It  is  only 
to  be  regretted  that  a  delay  should  have 
occurred.      The    hon.    gentleman    from 
Ottawa  (Mr,  Scott),  who  is  not  now  in 
his   place,  informed   the  Committee   on 
Railways,   the   other   day,   that,  as   far 
back  as  1852,  the  intention  was  enter- 
tained by  prominent  business   and  poli- 
tical men,  of  building  a  trunk  line  from 
Quebec  by   the  north  shore  of  the   St. 
Lawrence  and   by   the   Ottawa  to  Sault 
Ste.  Mai^ie.    I  do  not  think  that  it  is  at 
all  to  be   wondered   at,   because,  as  the 
hon.   gentleman  from     Richmond   said, 
it  required  a   very  slight  knowledge  of 
geography  to  see  that  this  proposed  road 
is  very  much  the  shortest   that  can  be 
constructed   fi*om    the    western    end  of 
Lake   Superior  to  Montreal  and  Quebec. 
This  line  is  straight,  and  any  other  line 
which  goes  south  of  the  great  lakes  must 
be  the  arc  of  which  this  is  the  chord.  There 
are  two  or  three  en-ors  in  the  calcula- 
tions which  I  submitted  to  the  House 
last  year,  which,   I  think,  it  is  due  to 
myself  to  correct.     I  may  say  that  my 
calculations  were   substantially  correct, 
but  not  strictly  so.     I  assumed  the  length 
of   the  line  from   Sault  Ste.   Marie  to 
South  Bay,  Lake  Ni pissing,  which  is  the 
point  to  which  the  Canada  Central  Rail- 
way was  at  that  time  to  be  extended,  as 
being  240    miles.     Further  inquiry  has 
led  me  to  believe  that  the  length  of  the 
shortest   line  from   the  Sault  to  South- 
East  Bay,  the   present  terminus  of  the 
Canada    Central,    wouM     probably    be 
between  260  and  270  miles.     The   air 
line  is  only  234  miles.      Then,  last  year, 
I  was  under  the    impression    that  the 
distance  from  Pembroke   to  South  Bay 
was  only  130  miles  ;  but  it  is  stated — I 
think,  in  the  report  of  the   Minister  of 
Railways  for  the. present  year — that  the 
distance  has  been  accurately  asceiiAined 
to  be  142  miles.     This  increases  the  dis- 
tance     from      Duluth      to      Montreal 
Hon.  Mr.  Power. 


to    1,024    miles.     A    company  is   now 
asking     for    an    act    of  incorporation, 
to  build  a  road  from  Aylmer  to  Portage 
du  Fort,  crossing  the   Ottawa  at   that 
point,  and  connecting  with  the  Canada 
Central,  which  will  shorten  the  distance 
from  South-East  Bay,  via  Ottawa  to  Mon- 
treal, by  24  miles.     So  that  it  will  leave- 
the  distance   from  Duluth  to  Montreal 
exactly,  or  almost  exactly,  1,000  miles,, 
that  is  30  miles  more  than  I  calculated 
it  to  be  last  year.     The  distance  from 
Duluth    to    Toronto    would    be    about 
850   miles,   instead    of    820,   as   stated 
by     me     in    the     House     last     year. 
I   am    also   led   to   believe   that    1,600 
miles,     the    figure    at     which    I    esti- 
mated the  distance  from  Duluth  to  New 
York,  is  rather  too  high.     The  best  in- 
formation I  can  get  on  the  subject  shews 
the  shortest  distance    from  Duluth   to 
New  York,  by   the  present  lines,  to  be 
1,526  miles.     That  would  give  to  Mon 
ti-eal  an  advantage  over   New  York  of 
526  miles,   by  our  proposed  line,  instead 
of  630,   as   previously    stated.     '  From 
some  statistics  which  Mr.  Edgar,  Presi- 
dent   of  the   Ontario   Pacific   Junction 
Railway,  was  kind  enough  to  place  at 
my   disposal,   and   from   other   sources, 
I   find   that,   from  St.    Paul,  a   central 
point  in  Minnesota,  the  distance  to  New 
York  is  1,371  miles  ;  and  from  St.  Paul 
to    Montreal,   by   Sault    Ste.  Marie,    it 
would  be  1,060  miles,  or  thereabouts,  sa 
that  there  would  be  an  advantage  of  300 
miles  in  favor  of  the  Canadian  route.     I 
find  that  i,t  is  1,526  miles  from  Duluth  to 
New  York  by  the  shortest  existing  lines, 
while  it  would  not  be  more  than  about 
1,400,    by  the  Sault  through  .Canadiaa 
territory — a  saving  of  120  miles,  that  is, 
going  by  the   Suspension  Bridge.     I  find 
a  still  shorter  lin#  can  be  got  viok  Brock- 
ville  and   Morristown.     Tnis   is  a  route 
to  which  I  do  not  think  public  attention 
has  been  called,  so  far  as  I  know,  up  te 
the  present  time.     Taking  it,  and  going 
by  the  Canada  Central,  and  continuing 
down    the    Ottawa    and   Brockville   to- 
Brockville,   crossing    the  river  at    that 
point  to  Morristown,  and  going  by  Utica 
to  New  York,   a  paving  would  be  made 
of    not   less  than    250   miles  over    the 
shortest     American     line.       Hon.  gen- 
tlemen  will   see    that     that    is   a  very 
important  consideration  indeed  in  con-, 
nection    with    this    road.        Not  only,. 
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as  the    Lon.  gentleman  from   Manitoba 
has  just  stated,  would  this  road  get  all 
the  traffic  of  our  own  North- West,  and 
that  of  the  North-Western  States  going 
to    Canadian    ports,  but    it  would    at- 
tract   the    traffic    going     to    American 
poiis  from  the   United  States  territory 
for  some  distance   south  of  the   border. 
From  Glyndon,  the  point  on  the  North- 
em  Pacific  where  the  road  from  St.  Paul 
diverges  from  the   main   line,    to    Mon- 
treal, it  is  1,244  miles  ;  to  New  York  it 
is    1,606  miles,  leaving  a  difference   in 
favor  of  Montreal  of  362  miles,  and,  of 
course,   for  all  points  on  the   Northern 
Pacific  road  west  of  Glj^ndon,  Montreal 
would  have  the  same  advantage.     Now, 
I  have  been  very  much  gratified,  indeed, 
to  see  that  in  the  Senate  and  Oommons- 
and  throughout  the  country,    the  excel- 
lence of  this  proposed  road  has  been  uni- 
versally recognized.     I  think  that,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  people  interested  in 
the  tr4de  and  welfare  of  this  country 
have, recognized   its    great    advantages. 
Boards  of  trade  of  almost  every  impor- 
tant city  in  the  Upper  Provinces,  begin- 
ning with   Quebec,    in    the    east,  have 
either    ^ent    delegations    or    memorials 
to      the      Government      to      advocate 
the      construction      of      this       road  ; 
and  1   was  very  glad  to  hear  tlie   hon. 
gentleman  from  Victoria  (Mr.  Ryan)  lay 
so  much  stress  on  the  speech  made  by 
the  hon.    the  Minister  of  Railways,  in 
Monti*eal,  a  few  months  since.     He  (Sir 
Charles  Tupper)  also  made  a  speech  in 
Toronto,  in  December  last,  in  which  he 
used  almost  identically  the  same  lan- 
guage.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  that  hon. 
gentleman,  who  is  in  a  better  position 
than  any  other  gentleman  in  the  country 
to  see   that  his   views   are  carried  into 
effect,   will   see  that    some    substantial 
result  will   follow  from   what   has  been 
done.     I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything 
respecting  the  commercial  effects  of  adopt- 
ing this  route,  having  dealt  with  them  last 
year  ;  but  everybody  will  recognize  that 
the  effect  of  it  will  be  to  build  up  Mon- 
treal  and   Quebec.     I   dare  say  it  will 
have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the   Lower 
Provinces  also,  although  I  must  confess 
that,   on  that    point,   I  am  not  quite 
as  sanguine  as  some  hon.  gentlemen  who 
come  from  the  same  Province  as  myself. 
The  Americans  have  taken  a  very  active 
interest   in  this  matter.     I    see  that  a 
Hon.  Mr,  Patcer. 


company  has  been  incorporate<l  which 
has  set  to  work  at  the  construction  of  a 
road  by  the  Strait  of  Mackinaw  up  to 
Marquette.  This  company  proposes,  if 
the  Government  of  Canada  proceed  with 
the  railway  from  Nipissing  to  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  to  build  a  branch  from  Marquette 
to  Sault  Ste.  Mane  on  the  Ameiican 
side,  and,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Manitoba  has  stated,  the  Northeni 
Pacific  Railway  Company  are  prepared 
to  extend  their  road  eastward-  from 
Thomson  Station,  close  to  Duluth,  to 
Marquette'.  They  have  already  under- 
taken a  survey  of  about  100  miles  of  the 
line  from  Thomson  to  Ontonagon,  on  the 
south  shore  of  Lake  Superior.  AH  tliat 
the  American  capitalists  are  waiting  for 
now  is  some  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment— some  guarantee  that  this  road 
will  be  built  on  the  Canadian  side. 
I  may  mention  that  the  capitalists  of  St. 
Paul  and  Minnea[X)lis  are  building  a  > 
road  direct  to  Marquette  from  St.  Paul. 
With  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  shall 
read  an  extract  from  the  Detroit  cori^es- 
pondence  of  the  Toronto  Globe,  in  Febru- 
ary hist  : — 

"  The  sooner  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  branch  of 
the  Canada  Pacific  is  built,  and  the  Ontario 
Pacific  Junction  road  to  connect  it  with  the 
Ontario  roads,  the  sooner  will  Canada  be  able 
to  bid  for  the  large  traffic  sure  to  come  to  the 
Sanlt.  As  a  Canadian,  and  knowing  of  what 
I  write,  I  can  say  it  is  no  secret  that  the  three 
railway  projects—the  St,  Paul,  Duluth,  and 
New  Sault  Short  Line — are  all  three  not  a  lit- 
tle delayed  by  the  doubts  of  what  the  Domin- 
ion Qovernment  really  intends  to  do,  as  th« 
Americans  do  not  wish  to  spend  money  push- 
ing forward  roads  to  the  Sault  if  it  is  to  be 
several  years  before  the  Canadian  'connection 
will  be  there  to  receive  the  bosiness.  There  is 
no  object  in  building  from  Duluth  or  St. 
Paul  simply  to  carry  grain  to  Mackinaw,  where 
it  would  have  to  be  ferried  over  the  Straits, 
and  brought  down  from  the  north  of  Michigan, 
to  make  a  connection  at  Detroit  with  a  line 
direct  to  the  seaboard.  The  present  lines 
from  St.  Paul  via  Chicago  are  better  than  that ; 
therefore,  if  Canadians  are  really  desirous  of 
securing  this  immense  North-West  trade, 
which  they  can  have  by  going  to  the  Sault  for 
it,  they  will  require  to  be  up  and  doing,  and 
I  see  ihat  something  authoritative  is  said  by 
the  Goyernment  tlitit  can  be  depended  upon  as 
reliable,  and  when  that  is  done,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment work  be  pushed  on  without  a  day's 
delay. 

<'  The  Americans  who  have  these  enterprises 
in  hand  are  shrewd,  far-seeing,  wealthy  busi- 
nebs  men,  and  their  large  interests  in  the 
North- West  will  lead  them  to  push  forward 
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their  part  of  the  work  as  fast  as  possible  from 
the  very  moment  they  know  definitely  what 
Canada  is  doing  or  going  to  do/' 

Now,  the  importance  of  this  road  being 
recognized,  the  only  question  is  what  aid 
it  should  receive,  or  whether  it  should 
receive  any  aid,  from  the  Government  1 
It  is  clear  that  the  effect  of  the  construc- 
tion of  this  road  would  be  to  give  very 
great  impetus  to  the  trade  of  Toronto, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  and  some  other 
places.  The  principal  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  the  St.  Lawrence  Canals,  if 
they  are  to  do  any  good  to  the  country, 
is  the  building  up  of  Montreal  and  other 
Canadian  cities  by  the  traffic  to  come 
down  from  the  west.  Of  course,  there 
is  a  certain  amount  of  Canadian  capital 
invested  in  the  candying  trade ;  but  I 
presume  that  the  principal  object  the 
Government  have  in  expending  such 
large  sums  of  money  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
Canals  is  to  make  Montreal  the  great 
port  for  the  grain  produce  of  the  west. 
For  the  year  ending  June  last, 
this  country  expended  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  Canals,  for  construction  alone, 
$2,663,000.  That  sum  alone  is  as  much 
as  would  be  required  to  be  paid  for  the 
entire  construction  of  the  road  of  which 
we  are  speaking,  and  I  see  that  there  is 
another  sum  of  something  like  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  the  Estimates  of  this 
year  for  the  St.  Lawrence  Canals.  This 
enormous  expenditure  has  been  going  on 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  there  is  no 
likelihood  of  its  ending  very  soon.  It 
seems  to  me  that,  if  this  country  can 
afford  to  expend  such  a  vast  sum  of  money 
on  the  canals,  with  some  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  result  will  be  very  bene- 
ficial, we  should  not  hesitate  to  expend 
a  comparatively  small  sum  of  money  in 
an  enterprise  of  the  results  of  which 
there  is  no  doubt  whatever.  Having 
said  this  much  on  the  general  question,  I 
should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
leader  of  the  Government  in  this  House 
to  one  or  two  practical  points  in  connec- 
tion with  this  road.  Some  documents 
were  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of 
Commons  a  few  days  ago,  in  reply  to  an 
address  of  that  House,  asking  for  papers 
in  connection  with  the  cancellation  of 
the  Georgian  Bay  Branch  contract,  and 
for  a  statement  of  what  had  been  done 
during  the  year.  Now,  it  appears  from 
that  information,  and  from  some  words 

Man,  Mr.  Power, 


that  fell  from  the  Minister  of  Railways, 
at  Montreal  and  Toronto,  that  the  ad- 
insers  of  the  Minister  of  Railways  have 
shewn  a  perverse  ingenuity  in  dealing 
with  this  scheme. 


Hon.     Sir  ALEX. 
Who  have  shewn  it  1 


CAMPBELL- 


Hon.  Mr.  POWER.— The  advisers  of 
the  Minister  of  Railways :  I  do  not  say 
the  members  of  the  Government  them- 
selves. I  presume  the  advisers  are  pro- 
fessional men.  I  say,  with  all  defer- 
ence to  these  advisera,  and  with  a  con- 
sciousness of  my  own  ignorance  in  engi- 
neering questions,  that  these  gentlemen 
appear  to  have  done  their  best  to  destroy, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  utility  of  this  road. 
The  first  survey  that  was  made  of  the 
route  from  the  Sault  to  Iiake  Ni  pissing 
was  by  Mr.  Murdock  in  1871.  He 
made  a  regular  instrumental  survey,, 
beginning  at  the  Sault  and  running 
eastward  100  miles.  That  brought  him 
to  a  point '  a  short  distance  wpst  of 
Serpent  River,  near  the  shore  of  Lako 
Huron.  From  that  point  (his  report 
has  been  printed,  and  is  in  tho 
12th  volume  of  the  Sessional  Papers 
for  1879)  he  made  an  exploratory  survey 
eastward  to  the  east  side  of  French 
River.  In  all  that  distance  he  met  with 
no  serious  obstacle  to  the  constiniction 
of  a  railway.  He  also  found  that  part 
of  the  country  was  fairly  good  agricultu- 
ral land.  There  was  no  great  difficulty 
in  crossing  French  River,  nor  did  the 
land  rise  at  any  poini  on  the  route  more 
than  100  feet  above  the  level  of  Lake 
Huron.  One  would  suppose  that,  when 
parties  were  subsequently  sent  out  to 
ascertain  what  was  the  best  way  to 
locate  this  road,  they  would  have  been 
instructed  to  find  the  most  direct  prao- 
ticable  line  either  from  the  mouth 
of  Spanish  River  or  from  the  point 
where  Mr.  Murdock's  instrumental 
survey  ended,  to  South  East  Bay. 
The  most  direct  line,  judging  from 
the  map,  would  have  been  south 
of  Lake  Nipissing,  between  the  Lac 
Coche  Mountains  and  Lake  Penage ; 
but  the  fact  is  that  no  engineer 
was  sent  there  at  all.  Two  engineers 
were  sent  to  make  a  survey  north  of  Lake 
Nipissing.  I  should  respectfully  ask  the 
Minister  of  Militia  to  liear  ttie  objection 
which  I  venture  to  suggest  to  the  line 
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north  of  Lake  !M'ipi&8mg.     In  the  first 
place,  taking  the  actual  mileage  of  the 
TOate,  the  line  north  of  the  Lake,  as  sur- 
▼ejed  bj  Messrs.  Austin  and  Brunei,  is 
at  least  fifteen  miles  longer  than  the  one 
to  the  south.     In  the  next  place,  while 
the  elevation  above  the  waters  of  Lake 
Huron,  on  the  southern  line,  is  not  more 
than  one  hundred  feet,  the  northern  line 
rises  365  feet  higher.     If  there  was  only 
one  summit  to  be  overcome  it  would  not 
be  a   matter   of  so  much  consequence ; 
but  the  fact  is  that,  at  several  points, 
summits  of  almost  that  height  have  to 
be  dealt  with.     I  do  not  know  from  m  v 
own  knowledge,  bat  I   have    been   in- 
formed by  gentlemen  who  are  familiar 
with  such  matters,  that  every    twenty 
feet*  of  elevation  on  a  railway  line  is 
equivalent  to   a   mile   in   distance;  the 
consequence  is  that  this  northern  line,  as 
surveyed,  would  be  almost  thirty  miles 
longer  than  the  one  to  the  south ;  in  ad- 
dition to  which,  the  curva'^ures  on  the 
northern   route  are   much  sharper,  and 
the  country  is  poorer.     One  would  natu- 
rally   ask    why    it    was   that  such    an 
unreasonable  line  had  ever  been  thought 
of  or    adopted.     The  reason  given  for  it 
by  the  Minister  of  Railways,  a  reason, 
I  presume,  suggested   to  him  by  one  of 
his  subordinates,  is  that,  by  building  the 
road  to  Sturgeon  River,  this  line  would 
ultimately  form  a  part  of  the  all-rail  route 
north  of  Lake  Superior.     I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  a  satisfactory  reason  at  all.. 
In  the  first  place,   I  think  it  may  be 
found,  as  it   has  been  already  found  in 
many   instances,  that    the   Government 
engineers  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the 
best     route    for    this    section    of    the 
Pacific  Railway.     The   present  Govern- 
ment, and  the  majority  in  both  Houses, 
have  become  convinced  that  the  en  iiit^era 
were  mistaken    with   reference   to    the 
proper  route  to  be  taken  through  Mani> 
toba,   and   the  road  has  been   diverted 
from  the  line  originally  adopted,  because 
it  has  been  found  that   the    advice   of 
the  engineers  was  erroneous.     It  may  be 
that  a  better  line  may  be  found  by  the 
Monti*eal    River   than  by  the  Sturgeon 
River,  or,  it  the  road  is  constructed  to 
&ult    Ste.    Marie,    I    have    no   doubt 
that  a  very  easy  line  can  be  found  by 
the  Missisagua  River,  and  perhaps  from 
Qoulaifl  Bay,  to  the  alternative  line  to 
Thunder  Bay,  as  laid  down  on  th«  plan 
Hon,  Mr.  Power. 


accompanying  the  Chief  Engineer's  report 
for  1878.  I  think  there  is  another 
reason,  which  is  still  more  satisfactory^ 
why  the  Southern  route  should  be 
adopted :  This  i*oad  is  a  commercial  road  ; 
its  advi^ntages  are  all  commercial,  and  it 
should  be  constructed  on  commercial 
principles.  Every  mile  added  to  thia 
route,  either  by  increasing  the  mileage,  or 
by  increasing  the  grades  and  curvatures, 
is  so  much  taken  away  from  its  useful- 
ness, and  a  weakening  of  the  great  argu- 
ment in  its  favor.  I  venture  to  hope 
that  the  Crovernment  will,  daring  the 
coming  setkson,  take  steps  to  have  a 
survey  made  to  connect  Mr.  Murdock'» 
instrumental  survey  with  the  survey 
south  of  Lake  Nipissing. 

Hon.    Mr.     DICKEY  —  After     the 
shower    of  compliments   that   has  been 
poured  upon  the  head  of  my  hon.  friend 
from  Victoria    (Mr.    Ryan),    I   do   not 
desire  to  add  to   his  embarrassment  by 
going   on  in    the  same   direction,   for, 
knowing,  as  I  do,  his  native  modesty,  I 
fear  that  he  would  be  overwhelmed  were 
I  to  do  so.     But  I  must  congratulate  the 
House  upon  the  general  accord  that  has 
been  expressed  upon  the  views  enunciated 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  which,  as  the 
House  is  aware,  have  not  been  expressed 
for  the  firat  time  to-day  in  this  Chamber. 
I  should   not    have    risen    had   it   not 
been  that  the  hon.  Senator  from  Halifax 
(Mr.  Power)  has   ventured   to   say  that 
he  was  the  first  to  biing  the  subject  be- 
fore the  Senate   when  he  introduced  it 
last  year.     I  can   only   account  for  the 
misconception  of  my  hon«  friend  by  call- 
ing his  attention  to  the  fact  that,   when 
these  views  were  first  expressed  here,  he 
was  not  a  member  of  the   Senate  at  all. 
It  was  in    1870   or  1871  that  my  hon. 
friend  from   Saugeen  (Mr.  Macpherson), 
whose    absence     we    all    deplore,    first 
brought  this  question  prominently  before 
us.     On  that  occasion,   having  made  up 
my   mind   on   the   subject,   I   ventured 
cordially  to  support  it.     We  two,  at  that 
time,  stood  almost  alone  in   the  conten- 
tion that  a  line   to   connect  the  Canada 
Central   with   the  the  Sault  Ste.   Marie 
should  be  subsidized  by  the  Government 
or  built  as  a  part  of  the  Canada  Pacific. 
We  were  overwhelmed   with  objections 
when   we   ventured  to   press  that  view 
upon  the  House.     It  is  but  fair  to  state 
that    we    further     contended  that  the 
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construction  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way proper  should  commence  at  the  Red 
River  and  go  westward,  so  as  to  attract 
immigration  into  the  North- West,  and 
thus  afford  the  means  of  afterwards 
Imilding  the  line  from  Winnipeg  east- 
ward to  Lake  Superior.  That  policy 
was  reversed  by  the  late  Grovemment. 
Our  contention  was  that  we  should,  for  a 
time,  at  all  events  for  years  to 
come,  direct  our  attention  to  building 
a  railway  to  the  Saxilt,  so  as  to  carry  out 
two  objects — one,  to  tap  the  navigation 
of  Lake  Superior  and  take  the  trade 
which  would  come  from  the  North- West 
by  that  lake,  or  by  the  extension  from 
Red  River  when  built ;  and  the  other  to 
take  the  trade  which  would  come  over 
any  American  system  of  railways  that 
would  be  constructed  south  of  Lake 
Superior.  My  hon.  friend  from  Quints 
(Mr.  Read)  and  myself,  on  several  occa- 
sions, battled  against  the  Georgian  Bay 
Branch.  We  contended  that,  instead  of 
wasting  money  upon  an  unprofitable,  and, 
Bs  far  as  we  knew,  an  impracticable 
undertaking,  we  should  extend  our  rail- 
way system  to  Sault  St«*..  Marie.  That 
was  the  contention  for  years  in  this 
!hiouse,  ^nd  1  was  surprised,  therefore, 
to  find  that  our  attention  was  fii-st  called 
to  it  last  year.  My  hon.  friend  from 
Halifax  gave  us  a  very  interesting 
speech,  full  of  statistics,  upon  the  subject, 
and  I  was  very  glad  that  he  was  not 
here  under  the  regime  of  the  late  Gov- 
ernment, for,  possibly,  he  might  have 
been  committed  to  a  different  course. 
Taking  a  independent  view  of  it  last 
jear,  he  took  the  right  view,  and  supple- 
mented it  with  a  large  array  of  figures. 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  we  are  taking  a 
common-sense  view  of  the  subject  to-day, 
and  that,  if  we  are  to  have  a  railway 
constructed  there,  it  should  be  to  Sault 
Ste.  Marie,  so  as  to  catch  the  trade  of 
our  own  North- West  coming  down  by 
Lake  Superior,  and  also  the  trade  of 
Minnesota  and  other  Western  States, 
brought  to  it  by  the  extension  of  Ameri- 
can railways.  That  policy  was  advocated 
some  years  ago,  as  I  have  explained,  and 
was  sustained  in  this  House  before  my 
hon.  friend  from  Halifax  took  his  seat 
here,  and  I  am  glad  to  recognize  him 
now  as  one  of  its  warmest  supporters. 

Hon.   Mr.    WARK— The  hon.  mem- 
ber who    has  just    sat    down  rose    to 
Bon.  Mr,  Dickey. 


correct  a  mistake  which  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Halifax  made,  and  for 
which,  perhaps,  that  hon.  gentleman 
was  not  blameable,  since  he  was  not 
a  member  of  the  Senate  when  the  sub- 
ject was  discussed  some  yeai-s  ago  ;  but  T 
must  correct  a  mistake  which  the  hon- 
Senator  from  Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey) 
has  himself  made  in  stating  that  he  and 
the  hon.  Senator  for  Saugeen  stood 
alone  in  supporting  this  project  in  1871. 
I  advocated  it  on  that  occasion,  as  he 
did,  and  the  argument  that  I  made  use 
of,  in  reply  to  those  who  objected  to  con- 
necting with  American  lines,  was  that 
the  Americans  used  our  lines — the  Grand 
Trunk  and  the  Great  Western — in  carry- 
ing the  traffic  of  the  west  to  the  seaboard. 
I  claimed  that  we  should  utilize  a  portion 
of  their  lines  in  the  same  way  that  they 
used  ours. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  think  it  will 
be  remembered  that  I  did  not  claim  any 
special  credit  for  having  brought  the 
scheme  before  Parliament.  I  think  my 
remark  was  something  equivalent  tj 
saying  that  it  would  strike  any  man  who 
looked  at  the  map,  as  a  feasible  project. 
I  was  not  in  the  House  in  1871,  but  I 
am  very  glad  to  learn  that  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Amherst  took  such  a  sen- 
sible view  of  this  matter  on  that  occasion. 
When  I  introduced  the  subject  last  ses- 
sion neither  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Amherst  nor  the  hon.  Senator  for 
Saugeen  spoke  of  the  view  that  I  then 
ventured  to  take  as  having  been  ex- 
pressed by  themselves  before.  I  remem- 
ber that  the  hon.  Senator  for  Sau- 
geen stated  on  that  occasion  that  my 
speech  possessed  the  merit  of  freshness. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— It 
can  hardly  be  supposed  that  it  would  be 
possible  for  me  t«  indicate,  on  a  motion 
of  this  kind,  the  policy  which  the  Gov- 
ernment is  prepared  to  pursue  with 
reference  to  this  railway.  That  the 
Government  is  fully  alive  to  the  inpor- 
tance  of  this  prcject  cannot  possibly  be 
more  clearly  shewn  than  by  the  remarks 
of  the  Minister  of  Railways,  which  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Victoria  (Mr.  RyaB) 
has  quoted.  The  advantages  of  th«  road 
to  the  Province  of  Quebec,  as  a  means  of 
through  communication,  aro,  mo  doubt, 
very  great.  My  hon.  friend  does  not 
allude  to  any  ilisadvahtages,but  the  Gov- 
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ernment,  in  taking  so  large  a  responsi- 
bility as  a  work  of  this  kind  involves, 
are  obli^red  to  look  at  the  disadvantages 
-as  well  as  to  the  more  gratifying  sidt  of 
the  question.  To  construct  this  road 
would  involve  a  very  large  expenditure 
of  money  ;  if  built  as  a  Government 
work— $7,000,000  or  $8,000,000— and, 
if  built  by  a  private  company,  and  aided 
by  such  subsidies  as  have  been  given  to 
other  roads  under  similar  circumstances, 
flome  $2,000,000  or  $3,000,000.  These 
are  verv  large  sums  of  money, 
and,  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
the  Government  is  already  committed  to 
a  heavy  expenditure  for  railway  com- 
munications. The  question  of  the 
construction  of  this  road  has  formed  the 
subject  of  anxious  consideration  with  us. 
There  is  a  view  which  has  been  presented 
to  us,  and  which  has  been  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  Senator  fi*om  Manitoba — that 
the  construction  of  this  road,  if  it  should 
connect  at  the  Sault  with  an  American 
line-  from  that  point  to  St  Paul,  would 
be  the  means  of  diverting  a  large  trade 
from  our  own  line,  which  will  soon  be 
completed  from  Thunder  Bay  to  Mani- 
toba. K  that  should  be  the  case,  after 
the  enormous  expenditure  involved  in 
constructing  our  line,  it  would  be  very 
imfortunate.  Whether  this  road,  which 
my  hon.  friend  from  Victoria  advocates, 
would  be  met  at  the  Sault  by  another 
ix>ad  on  the  American  side  is  not  known, 
but  I  think  the  probabilities  are  that  it 
would  be  met ;  and,  if  it  should  be,  he 
urges  that  you  would  still  run  on  to 
(jroulais  Bay,  and  connect  there  with  a 
line  of  steamers  to  Fort  William,  which 
would  enable  you  to  do  a  large  business, 
and  justify  the  Government  in  under- 
taking this  work,  or  subsidizing 
a  company  to  build  it.  Consid- 
ering the  disadvantages,  as  well 
as  the  advantages,  the  danger  of 
failure  as  well  as  the  chance  of  success, 
the  Government  is  obliged  to  go  care- 
fully, and  I  am  not  prepared  to  indicate 
now  what  the  policy  of  the  Government 
will  be.  1  recognize  the  importance  of 
the  road,  and  especially  its  importance  to 
the  Province  of  Que>)ec.  That  Province 
having  gone  to  a  lai-ge  expenditure  to 
construct  a  luilway  from  Quebec  to 
Ottawa,  undoubtedly  if  it  is  a  work 
which  we  can^  with  fair  consideration  to 
the  other  provinces  and  the  large 
Hon.  Sir  Alex.  CampbeU. 


responsibilities  which  we  have  already 
incurred,  undertake,  it  should  have  any 
assistance  that  we  could  give  it,  con- 
sistent with  the  responsibilities  to  which 
I  have  referred.  But,  while  the  Gov- 
ernment is  fully  alive  to  al  1  this,  it  is 
the  St.  Lawrence  route  which  we  are  all 
interested  in.  To  a  considerable  extent 
the  interest  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  is 
the  interest  of  all  Canada.  We  are  all 
interested  in  enlarging  the  traffic  which 
descends  by  the  St.  Lawrence  route,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  everything  which 
comes  to  Fort  William  will  be  of  advan- 
tage to  that  route.  After  the  completion 
of  the  road  froln  Ked  River  to  Thunder 
Bay,  the  products  of  the  North- West, 
which,  we  hope,  are  increasing  enor- 
mously, will  find  their  way  to  Fort 
William,  and  thence,  by  water 
communication,  descend  to  Mon- 
treal and  be  transhipped  to 
England.  The  hon.  Senator  from 
Halifax  (Mr.  Power)  has  referred  to  the 
large  sums  ex{)ended  upon  the  canals, 
and,  by  some  error,  has,  if  I  heard  him 
correctly,  supposed  that  the  construction 
of  this  railway  would  benefit  the 
canals. 

Hon.«Mr.  POWER— I  did  not  sug- 
gest any  connection  between  them  at 
all. 

Hon.  Sii-  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Of 
course,  the  effect  would  be  to  dimini&h 
the  business  of  the  canals.  I  am  very 
much  struck  with,  and  will  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  Govempient,  the  very  re- 
markable chorus  of  assent  which  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Vic- 
toria (Mr.  Ryan)  has  received  from  all 
parts  of  the  House,  and  from  gentlemen 
representing  every  province  in  the  Do- 
minion. No  doubt  such  an  expression 
from  this  branch  of  the  Legislature  is 
entitled  to  and  will  receive  the  respect- 
ful consideration  of  the  Government. 
All  I  can  say  with  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject is,  that  it  is  receiving  our  anxious 
consideration,  and,  as  to  the  motion 
which  my  hon.  fiiend  from  Victoria  has 
made,  we  shall  be  very  happy  to  lay  on 
the  table  copies  of  all  the  papers  to 
which  his  address  refers. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  desire 
to  express    my    concurrence    with    the 
views  of  all  those  who  have  borne  testi- 
mony to  the  able  manner  in  which  the 
16 
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hon.  Senator  from  Victoria  has  brought 
this  subject  before  the  House.  The 
time  of  the  Senate  is  well  employed 
in  discussing  all  those  questions  relating 
to  the  development  of  the  country.  At 
the  same  time,  I  quite  agree  with  the 
leader  of  the  Government  in  this  House, 
and  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  him  drop 
one  expression — that,  while  we  admit 
the  possibility  of  extending  our  trade  in 
that  and  many  other  directions,  the 
Government  must,  under  our  i>resent 
obligations,  proceed  with  great  care  to 
enter  into  deeper  responsibilities.  We 
are  involved  in  enormcurf  expenditures 
for  our  canals.  We  are  building  a  roiwl 
from  Thunder  B^j  to  R<kl  River.  We 
have  already  the  navigation  of  Lakes 
Superior  and  Huron,  and  with  regard  to 
this  work,  while  we  all  agree  that  it 
would  be  most  desirable,  in  the  interest 
of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  if  it  could  be 
built  by  a  private  company,  yet,  when 
we  look  at  our  heavy  responsibilities  and 
the  uncertainty  of  a  line  being  built  from 
Duluth  to  the  Sault;  to  meet  the 
road  on  our  side,  I  should 
look  with  alarm  upon  any  additional  ex- 
penditure in  this  direction.  We  have 
tht  railroad  from  Thunder  Bay  to  Red 
River  nearly  completed,  and  powerful 
propellers  will  be  built  to  run  from 
Prince  Arthur's  Landing  eastward.  This 
railway,  which  has  been  advocated  here 
to-day,  would  only  carry  our  railway 
system  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and  would 
not  get  over  the  difficulty  of  Lake 
Superior.  Under  all  these  circumstances, 
while  we  have  to  thank  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Victoria  for  bringing  the  matter 
before  the  House,  we  should  hesitate 
before  incurring  any  new  responsibilities. 
We  have  great  geographical  difficulties 
to  overcome  in  developing  our  country. 
Our  astute  American  neighbors  have 
taken  the  lion's  share  of  this  continent, 
leaving  us  a  large  amount  of  the  crust 
to  develop.  It  is  true  that  we  have  the 
fertile  North- West,  but  we  ha^e  also 
that  region  of  rocks,  north  and  west  of 
Lakes  Superior  and  Huron,  and  the 
enormous  expense  which  we  must  incur 
to  reach  •ur  fertile  prairie  lands  will 
entail  upon  this  country  quite  as  heavy 
burdens  as  our  people  are  prepaid  to  bear. 
Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— -Had  the  views  of 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Halifax  been  the 
same  as  those  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
Hon  Air.  Alexander. 


from  Amherst  at  the  time  he  gave  utter- 
ance to  them,  I  certainly  should  not 
have  seconded  the  motion  which  my  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Power)  made  last  session  to 
bring  down  the  report  of  the  survey  of 
the  line  between  Sault  Ste.  !&{arie  and 
the  south  shore  of  Lake  Nipissing.  The 
fact  is,  the  scheme  to  which  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Amherst  referred  and  the 
one  now  under  discussion  are  two  differ- 
ent schemes.  What  was  proposed  in 
1871  was  a  connection  with  the  Ameri- 
can system  of  railways  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  ignoring  entirely  the  construction 
of  any  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  north 
or  west  of  Lake  Superior.  We  were  to 
be  left  dependent  entirely  upon  Ameri- 
can railways,  running  through  American 
territory,  for  communication  with  our 
own  North-West.  Parliament  very 
wisely,  and  in  a  spirit  of  true  patriotism, 
rejected  that  proposition,  and  determined 
that  communication  with  our  North-West 
should  be  through  Canadian  territory,  by 
building  a  railway  from  Thunder  Bay  to 
Red  River.  But  the  scheme  as  proposed 
last  session  and  taken  up  now  by  hon. 
gentlemen,  is  that  the  route  from  the 
Sault  is  to  be  a  connecting  link  with 
the  road  from  Red  River  to  Thun- 
der Bay,  and  we  expect  to  see  a 
a  great  amount  of  traffic  brought  down 
the  Canada  Pacific  Railway  from  Win- 
nipeg to  Fort  William,  where  it  will  be 
loaded  into  large  steamers  and  brought 
down  to  the  Sault.  At  that  point  it 
will  be  put  upon  the  railway  and  taken 
by  rail  down  to  Montreal.  For  that 
traffic  there  will  be  competition  from 
Sault  Ste.  Marie  to  Montreal,  as  the 
steamers  can  pass  down  through  the 
Welland  Canal,  to  that  port,  instead  of 
unloading  at  the  Sault.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  will  build  up  the  trade 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  as  well  as  furnish 
traffic  for  the  railway.  I  think  it  is 
but  right  that  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Amherst  should  bo  corrected  with  regard 
to  the  proposition  which  he  had  in 
view  some  years  ago,  to  connect  with 
the  American  railways,  and  leave  us 
dependent  upon  them,  instead  of  having 
communication  through  our  own  terri- 
tory. I  think  that  the  course  now 
being  pursued  is  the  correct  one,'a  patri- 
otie  course,  and  one  I  am  glad  the 
Government  hare  expressed  their  wil- 
lingness  to  aid  and  assist. 
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Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— Did  the  hon. 
gentleman  object  to  our  contention  that 
this  line  should  be  built  to  Sault  St€. 
Marie  because  it  was  to  tap  American 
trade  at  Jih&t  point  1  If  so,  will  he  tell 
us  upon  what  principle  he  supported, 
year  after  year,  the  Georgian  Bay 
Branch  scheme  to  connect  the  waters  of 
Lake  Huron,  which  was  projected  long 
before  the  line  from  Fort  William  to 
Bed  River  was  undertaken  % 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— The  understanding 
was  that  there  was  to  be  a  shippiag  port 
on  Georgian  Bay,  and  the  produce  and 
trafiElc  coining  from  the  west  in  steam- 
ers would  bo  transhipped  at  French 
Biver,  and  brought  down  from  there  to 
Montreal  by  rail.  It  was  something 
similar  to  this  scheme,  but  this  is  a  bet- 
ter •ne,  as  it  will  be  more  direct  and 
more  rapid ;  but  the  other  project  I 
never  had  any  sympathy  with,  as  it 
would  have  made  us  dependent  upon  the 
Americans.  It  was  a  proposition  that 
the  Grovernment  should  never  have  lis- 
tened to. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  SENATE  DEBATES. 
A   COMPLAINT. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Before  })roceed- 
ing  with  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  I  should 
like  to  call  attention  to  the  report  of  a 
debate  which  occurred  a  few  days  ago 
in  this  House  on  some  remarks  which 
fell  from  me.  I  am  very  sorry  to 
observe  that  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Woodstock  (Mr.  Alexander)  is  not  in 
his  place.  I  started  a  discussion  on  that 
occasion,  and  was  followed  by  the  leader 
of  the  House,  who  made  some  remarks 
in  support  of  the  view  which  I  then 
took.  Th#  hon.  Senator  from  Wood- 
stood  came  into  the  House  while  the 
hon.  Minister  of  Militia  was  speaking, 
and  indulged  in  very  warm  and  severe 
condemnation  of  the  observation  which 
the  hon.  Minister  had  addressed  to  the 
House.  I  interrupted  the  hon.  member, 
and  told  him  that  I,  and  not  the  Minister 
of  Militia,  was  the  one  who  had  brought 
the  subject  before  the  Senate.  1  did 
that  in  the  most  marked  manner.  I 
rose  ia  my  place  and  did  it  in  the  most 
emphatic  manner,  but  my  remark  does 
not  appear  in  the  official  report.  The 
reporters  thought  proper  to  suppress — to 
Hon.  Mr.  Hope, 


dishonestly  suppress  my  remarks,  and 
gave  them  a  different  color  altogether  on 
that  occasion.  Not  only  that,  but  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  debate,  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Woodstock,  when  his  attention 
was  called  to  the  fact  that  I  had  origi- 
nated the  discussion,  publicly  made  an 
apology  on  the  floor  of  the  House  to  the 
Minister  of  Militia,  and  that  apology 
has  also  been  suppressed  by  these  repor- 
ters. Now,  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not 
care,  because  I  have  no  confidence  in 
their  honesty,  ability,  or  impartiality  ; 
but  I  say  that  it  is  an  insult  to  the 
House  that  should  not  be  tolerated,  that 
two  paid  servants  of  the  Senate  should 
be  permitted,  unfairly  and  dishonestly, 
to  report  its  proceedings,  as  these  men 
are  doing  at  this  time.  After  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Woodstock  had  understood 
that  the  Minister  of  Militia  was  simply 
remarking  upon  some  observations  which 
had  fi^len  from  me,  he  got  up  in  his 
place  and  apologized  to  hiai  for  the  style 
of  address  he  had  indulged  in.  Certain- 
ly, those  observations  should  have  ap- 
peared in  the  official  report,  but  they 
were  suppressed,  and  still  the  House 
imagines  that  it  has  an  official  report  of 
its  proceedings.  Now,  a  few  days  ago, 
another  debate  occurred,  in  which  several 
members  of  the  House  expressed  their 
opinions.  I  am  not  sorry  that  that 
debate  was  suppressed;  but,  without 
any  reference  to  me,  remarks  of 
mine,  of  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  of  several  gentlemen  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  were  sup- 
pressed. By  what  authority,  by  what 
secrtt  influence  this  sort  of  thing 
is  done  by  men  who  are  paid  here  as  ser- 
vants of  the  House,  I  cannot  understand. 
I  think  it  was  due  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  leads  this  House,  whose  courtesy  is 
a  matter  of  notoriety  in  the  Senate,  and 
who  was  attacked  in  the  most  unjustifi- 
able manner  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Woodstock  the  other  day,  that  the 
apology  which  the  hon.  Senator  (Mr. 
Alexander),  prompted  by  his  own  gentle- 
manly instincts,  offered,  when  he  found 
that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  should  have 
been  placed  in  the  official  report  of  the 
debates.  It  was  not  done.  By  what 
secret  influence  these  individuals  are 
controlled,  I  know  not,  but  I  have  evi- 
dence that  some  of  the  vilest  attacks 
upon  me,  which  have  appeared  in  some 
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newspapers  of  late,  have  beeu  inatigated 
by  these  paid  sei'vants  of  the  House.  I 
treat  them  with  contempt,  of  course.  I 
care  not  what  they  may  say  or  do,  or 
how  much  they  may  influence  penny-a- 
liners  to  assail  me  in  some  of  the  Grit 
journals.  I  trace  where  the  inspiration 
comes  from,  and  I  know  that  we  havt 
here,  onthe  floor  of  the  House,  a  couple 
of  paid  spies,  ready  to  do  any  dirty  work 
that  may  be  required  of  them  by  political 
opponents. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— I  must  say 
that  I  cannot  sit  quietly  here  and  allow  this 
attack  of  the  Senator  from  Eichmond  to 
go  unnoticed.  I  think  he  has  not  taken 
A  fair  course  in  making  an  attack  upon 
gentlemen  who  occupy  the  position  of 
paid  servants  on  the  floor  of  tiiis  House. 
He  has  attacked  men  who  are  not  in  a 
position  hete  to  defend  themselves. 
He  has  charged  them  with  dishonesty, 
l>artialiry,  and  with  being  "paid  spies." 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Debates 
Committee,  as  I  am  myself,  and  if  he 
had  any  complaint  to  make  against  the 
•contractors  for  the  reporting  of  the  de- 
bates, he  shoulil  have  come  before  that 
0)mmittee,  where  any  grievance  with 
regard  to  these  gentlemen  and  their  re- 
ports would  have  been  fully  and  impar- 
tially investiigated  and  every  deference 
and  respect  paid  to  him.  Any 
insult  oflered  to  Kim  as  a  member  of  the 
Senate  I  consider  oflered  to  myself  and 
the  Senate,  and  that  is  the  spirit,  I  am 
sure,  which  animates  every  member  of 
this  Chamber.  The  Debaies  Committee 
met  this  morning,  but  ^the  hon.  gentle- 
man did  not  attend,  although  he  was 
sent  for  and  requested  to  come,  as  we 
had  to  deal  with  matters  connected  with 
a  proposed  system  of  reporting.  W© 
paid  sufficient  respect  to  him  to  await 
his  coming  longer  than  the  time  usually 
given  to  absentee  members.  He  did 
not  choose  to  attend  and  state  his 
grievance  there,  but  he  has  preferred 
laying  it,  in  this  manner,  before  the 
Senate,  and  attacking,  in  this  way, 
gentlemen  who  are  powerless  to  resent 
the  insult  in  this  Chamber.  Whether 
they  have  written  or  inspired  any 
attacks  upon  the  Senator  from  Kich- 
mond,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  they  have  been  guilty  of  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  I  know  very  little 
of  the  contractors,  except  that  they  do 
Hon  Mr.  MiUer. 


their  duty  in  a  manner  that  is  very  sat- 
isfactory to  the  Senate,  and  the  hon. 
Senator  has  done  a  gross  injustice  to  men 
who,  I  believe,  are  in  every  way  and  in 
all  things  desirous  to  do  their  duty  faith- 
fully and  impartially  to  every  Member 
of  this  House.  It  is  due  to  ourselves 
that  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  member 
should  not  pass  unrebuked. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— When  this  qucs- 
tion  was  up  the  other  day,  and  when  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock  came  into 
the  House  and  commenced  his  attack  upon 
the  Minister  of  Militia,  I  tried  to  get  his 
ear  and  explain  that  he  was  mistaken, 
but  could  not.  As  soon  as  he  had  got 
through,  I  spoke  to  him  and  explained 
that  ha  was  altogether  wrong,  and  he 
assured  me  that  he  would  make  an  ample 
apology,  which  he  did.  1  spoke  to  him 
again  in  reference  to^  his  speech,  and 
said,  ''Do  you  intend  to  let  that  speech  go 
into  the  official  report  ?  If  you  do  it  will 
do  you  a  vast  amount  of  damage.  I  should 
regret  to  see  you  placed  in  that  position." 
He  said,  "  Come  with  me  to  Mr.  Miller.' 
We  went  to  that  gentleman's  room  and 
some  conversation  took  place.  The  hon. 
Senator  from  Woodstock  oflered  to  with- 
draw his  speech  if  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Richmond  would  withdraw  his,  but  the 
latter  would  not  consent  to  it.  I  found 
him  a  little  more  outrageous  than  he 
ought  to  have  been  in  reference  to  the 
matter.  Tke  hon.  Senator  from  Wood- 
stock came  again  to  me  and  said  that  he 
would  have  it  all  right.  When  I  saw 
the  speech  in  print  I  observed  that  the 
strong  language  had  been  taken  out  of  it, 
and  I  was  very  glad  that  it  had  been. 
As  to  the  attack  that  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Richmond  has  made  upon  the  con- 
tractors for  the  reporting  af  the  debates, 
I  think  he  is  not  justified  in  the  course 
that  he  has  taken.  These  gentlemen 
have  endeavored  to  do  their  duty  faith- 
fully and  impartially.  There  may  be 
some  little  difl'erence  of  opinion  between 
them  and  the  hon.  Senator  from  Rich- 
mond. If  there  is,  I  think  he  should 
have  endeavored  to  have  it  settled  quietly 
instead  of  bringing  it  before  this  House^ 
and  making  use  of  strong  and  oflensive 
language  towards  gentlemen  who  have 
no  opportunity  to  defend  themselves. 
I  think  he  will,  on  calm  reflection,  with- 
draw the  language  that  he  has  used* 
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Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — I  am  sure  that 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Hichmond  (Mr.  Miller)  must  have  been 
painful  to  every  member  of  the  House. 
'I  share  in  the  regret  that  has  been  ex- 
pressed in  reference  to  the  language  used 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  which,  I  feel 
persuaded,  in  cooler  moments,  he  would 
himself  regret  I  must  bear  testimony, 
}is  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  to  the 
el&ciency  and  faithfulness  of  our  re- 
porters, and  the  accuracy  with  which  the 
reports  of  debates  and  proceedings  in  this 
House  have  been  given  to  the  public. 
So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I 
do  not  give  them  much  to  do,  but,  when- 
ever I  have  addressed  the  House,  so  far 
trom  lacking  confidence  in  them,  I  have 
always  felt  it  an  advantage  to  have  my 
remarks  pass  through  their  hands.  Even* 
if  I  believed  them  guilty  of  the  charges 
which  have  been  made  against  them,  I 
should  still  say  that  the  manner  in  which 
the  matter  has  been  brought  before  the 
Senate  must  meet  with  our  condemna- 
tion. Tt  should,  at  least,  have  been  dis 
cussed  with  closed  doors  ;  but 
since  this  course  has  not  been 
followed,  I  cannot  sit  in  my  place 
and  hear  gentlemen  bitterly  assailed 
when  they  are  not  permitted  to  open 
their  mouths  in  their  own  defence.  For 
aught  we  know  to  the  contrary  they 
may  have  been  instructed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Debates  Committee,  who 
directs  their  movements,  to  omit  those 
portions  of  the  debate  which  have  not 
appeared.  I  know  nothing  of  the  ma1>- 
ter,  and  I  hope  that  nobody  will  imagine 
that  I  am  insinuating  anything  against 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock.  I 
am  merely  using  a  suggestion,  not  im- 
probable, as  an  illustration  to  shew  that 
these  gentlemen  may  be  innocent  of  the 
charges  made  against  them,  and  yet 
they  must  sit  here  silent  under  the 
opprobrium  of  an  unfounded  attack.  It 
must  be  exceedingly  painful  to  them, 
and  it  is  u  position  in  which,  I  think,  no 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  place  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  differ  from 
the  hon.  gentleman  as  to  my  right  to 
state  what  I  believe  to  be  the  truth  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  and  I  am  not 
here  to  submit  to  him  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  in  exercising  my 
judgment  on  the  matter.  I  express 
simply  what  I  believe  to  be  the  facts  of  the 
Him.  Mr,  Flint. 


case.  It  is  untrue  and  unfair  to  suppose 
tiiat  these  men  have  no  means  to  vindi- 
cate themselves.  A  few  days  hence  1 
will,  no  doubt,  see  some  anonymous, 
assassin-like  attack  upon  me  in  some 
Grit  papers  in  consequence  of  what  I 
have  said  here  to-day.  They  have  their 
own  means  of  defence — their  foal  and 
dirty  means,  it  is  true — but  still  such 
means  as  they  like  to  resort  to.  I  be- 
lieve they  have  instigated  attacks  upon 
me  through  the  papers  of  the  country, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  unjust  to  say  that 
they  have  not  the  means  of  defending 
themselves. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
Although  T  regret  very  much  that  the 
hon.  Senator  trom  Richmond  found  it 
necessary  to  make  such  a  statement  of 
oflBcials  in  the  service  of  this  House,  yet, 
I  think  that  a  statement  of  such  a  seri- 
ous nature,  made  from  his  place  in  the 
Senate,  cannot  possibly  be  passed  over, 
and  I  cannot,  as  leader  of  the  House, 
suggest  that  it  should  be.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  think  that  the  responsibility  of 
making  it  having  been  assumed  in  that 
serious  way,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us 
to  give  the  member  making  it 
an  opportunity  of  taking  such  steps 
as  he  thinks  necessary  to  estab- 
lish the  truth  of  his  statement,  and, 
if  he  should  succeed  in  doing  so,  to  pre- 
vent a  recurrence  of  such  conduct.  I 
have  never  before,  I  am  glad  to  say,  had 
occasion  to  make  a  motion  with  regard 
to  such  a  matter,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  is  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges, 
who  will  sit  with  closed  doors  and  before 
whom  an  inquiry,  if  the  hon.  gentleman 
wishes  to  pursue  it,  will  be  made.  If 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Richmond  does 
not  indicate  that  he  does  not  wish  fur- 
ther to  prosecute  the  matter,  I  move  that 
the  statements  made  in  his  place  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller  with  reference  to  the 
official  reporters,  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Privileges. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— I  think  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that,  on  the  former  as  on  the 
present  occasion,  this  subject  was  brought 
up  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Debates  Committee.  He  is  now  in  his 
place,  but  is  not  aware  of  what  has  been 
said.  I  think,  when  the  inquiry  is  made, 
it  will  be  found  that  the    reporters  have 
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made  only  such  changes  in  the  report  of 
last  Thursday's  proceedings  as  he  direct- 
ed. I  should  like  to  known  from  him 
whether  that  was  the  case  or  not. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  was  not 
present  when  this  discussion  commenced, 
and  do  not  know   what  has  taken  place. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— The  hon.  gentle- 
man will  have  another  opportunity  of 
replying  to  my  question. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— This  is  a  very 
painful  and  unpleasant  subject  to  discuss, 
but  I  think  we  must  distinguish  between 
the  charge  itself,  that  has  been  made, 
and  the  language  in  which  it  was  con- 
veyed. While  I  listen  with  the  greatest 
possible  respect  to  the  charge  which  an 
hon.  gentleman,  in  the  exercise  of  his  un- 
doubted privilege,  thinks  it  his  duty  to 
make  before  the  House,  for  his  own  pro- 
tection, as  well  as  for  the  protection  of 
other  membera  of  the  Senate,  I,  at  the 
same  time,  feel  that  I  cannot  but  express 
ray  regret  that  that  statement  was 
not  made  in  language  less  offen- 
sive to  the  feelings  of  the  House, 
and  I  would  fain  hope  that  my 
hon.  friend,  when  he  comes  to  reflect, 
will  feel  that  the  expressions  which  he 
used  to-day  might  well  have  been  left 
out  But  that  has  nothing  ^to  do  with 
the  question  before  the  House,  lecause, 
no  matter  how'  much  a  gentleman,  under 
the  influence  of  lacerated  feelings,  may 
go  beyond  the  bounds  of  what  we,  in  our 
cooler  moments,  may  think  proper,  yet, 
at  the  same  time,  the  charge  which  has 
been  made  is  one  affecting  the  security 
accuracy  and  integrity  of  our  official  re 
l^orts,  upon  which  we  all  rely.  Therefore 
I  think  it  is  quite  right  that  the  hon 
leader  of  the  Government  should  take 
notice  of  that  charge,  and  I  separate  it  in 
my  mind  entirely,  as  I  think  the  House 
will,  from  the  extravagant  terms  in  which 
that  charge  has  been  made.  But  the 
charge  having  been  made,  we  must  deal 
with  it,  in  accordance  with  the  practice 
of  Parliament.  Therefore,  I  think  the 
leader  of  the  Government  has  taken  the 
proper  course.  The  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges is  the  constitutional  tribunal  to 
consider  a  charge  made  by  a  member 
a^inst  the  reporters  of  the  Senate,  and  I 
quite  agree  that  the  inquiry  should  be 
made  with  closed  doors.  We  are  bound 
to  deal  with  the  charge,  not  only  for  the 
Hon,  Mr.  Work, 


sake  of  the  hon.  member  who  has  made 
it,  on  his  own  responsibility,  but  for  the 
sake  of  the  Senate  as  a  whole,  because  we 
are  all  indirectly  aflected  by  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — I  entirely  agree 
with  the  remarks  that  have  fallen  from 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Amherat  (Mr. 
•Dickey),  but  I  think  a  third  I'easoa 
might  be  assigned  for  taking  this  course. 
The  inquiry  is  necessary,  not  only  for 
the  protection  of  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Richmond  and  every  member  of  this 
House,  but  I  say  that  it  is  also  for  the 
protection  of  those  jrentlemen  who  have 
been  assailed  ;  and  without  any  confer- 
ence with  them,  whatever,  or  knowing 
their  defence  ;  I  venture  to  say  that  it 
is  only  a  matter  of  right  and  justice  to 
them,  and,  I  may  add,  I  am  satisfied  that 
it  is  their  desire  that  this  charge  should 
be  investigated  in  the  manner  proposed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA   SUPREME   COURT 
JUDGES'  BILL. 

SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (44),  "To 
provide  for  the  salaries  of  two  additional 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  British 
Columbia."  He  said  :  This  Bill  is  before 
the  Senate  for  the  second  time,  and,  I 
think,  under  very  different  circumstances 
from  those  which  surrounded  it  when  we 
first  had  it  under  consideration.  The 
measure  is  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing salaries  of  $4,000  each  per  annum 
for  two  additional  Supreme  Court 
judges  in  British  Columbia.  When 
last  I  presented  a  similar  bill  to  this 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  J  was  met  by 
my  hoD.  friend  from  Ashcrofb  with  a 
keen  oppositioA,  so  keen  an  opposition 
that  it  defeated  me,  and  the  measure 
was  rejected,  but  I  am  glad  to  know  that 
my  hon.  friend  takes  a  somewhat  different 
view  of  the  duty  which  devolves  upon 
him  with  I'egard  to  the  present  Bill. 
It  is  one  which  I  thiiik  is  simply 
a  money  bill,  and,  as  it  has  received  now, 
for  the  second  time,  the  sanction  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and,  although  this 
branch  of  the  Legislature  thought  they 
were  justified,  on  a  former  occasion,  in 
rejecting  it,  as  we  did  once  reject  a 
similar  measure  in  reference  to  some 
judges  in  Nova  Scotia,  yet,  when  it 
comes  up  a  second  time,  having  received 
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the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
I  am  glad  to  know  that  my  hon.  friend 
from  Ashcroft  feels  that  he  will  be  jus- 
tified in  allowing  it  to  pass  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  I  think  that  the 
House  will,  generally,  concur  in  the  view 
that  a  bill  which  is  simply  to  provide 
salaries  for  two  judges  should  not  be 
rejected,  by  us,  jdfter  having  been  twice 
sanctioned  by  the  other  Chamber.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  proper  view  to 
take  of  it  in  this  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— With  res- 
pect  to  this  Bill  to  which  I,  last  year,  ex- 
pressed a  strong  opposition,  I  have  only 
to  say  that  the  circumstances  by  which  it 
is  sun*ounded,  are,  to  my'  mind,  exactly 
the  same  as  they  were  then,  and  exactly 
the  same  objections  to  it  exist  now  as 
existed  at  that  time.  But,  as  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  Government  has  explained, 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  take  a  different 
view  of  the  subject  from  what  I  did  last 
session,  and  to  consider  that,  in  view  of 
the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  the 
presentation  of  the  Bill  for  the  second 
time  to  this  House,  I  am  obliged  to  with- 
drawn my  opposition  to  it.  The  facts  of 
the  case  are  these  :  the  carrying  out 
of  the  changes  proposed  to  be  made 
will  cost  the  Dominion  more  money  for 
the  adminiBti*ation  of  justice  than  it  has 
done ;  and  justice  is  not  likely  to  be  as 
well  administered  under  the  proposed 
changes  in  British  Columbia  as  it  is  at 
the  present  tiire.  These  two  objections 
■still  exist  with  all  the  force  they  had  last 
year.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  find  that 
the  Local  Government  (presumedly  ex- 
pressing the  wishes  of  the  people)  is 
persistent  in  its  wish  to  bring  about  this 
change  ;  I  find,  in  the  second  place,  that 
the  Dominion  Government  is  also  per- 
sistent in  its  wish  to  carry  out  the  views 
of  the  Local  Government ;  and  I  find, 
further — ^and,  perhaps,  this  has  moi'6 
weight  with  rae  than  either  of  the  other 
considdrationa — that,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  this  session,  this  measure  has 
been  supported,  in  a  more  or  less  qual- 
ified manner,  by  every  member  repre- 
senting British  Columbia  in  that  House. 
Again,  I  find  that,  although  last  year 
the  three  representatives  of  British 
Columbia  in  this  Senate  were  unanimous 
in  opposing  the  passage  of  this  BiU,  this 
.session  there  is  one  hon.  gentleman  from 
Hon,  Sir.  Alex.  CampheU. 


that  Province  who,  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  will  support  it.  These  consider- 
ations force  me  to  say  that,  although, 
personally,  I  have  the  strongest  objection 
to  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  for  the  rea- 
sons mentioned,  I  have  made  up  »iy 
mind  that  it  is  my  duty  not  to  oppose  it 
in  the  same  way  I  did  last  session,  or  to 
make  any  motion  in  reference  to  it.  I 
cannot,  however,  refrain  from  asking  the 
Government  to  pause  before  they  exer- 
cise th(B  power  which  this  Bill  will  give 
them  of  appointing  two  Supreme  Court 
judges  in  British  CoUmbia,  and  begging 
them  to  look  carefully  into  the  question, 
and  see  whether  they  are  justified  in 
carrying  out  the  object  which  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislature  has  in  view  when  it 
asks  for  these  changes  to  be  made. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— Before 
this  Bill  passes,  as  I  suppose  it  will  pass, 
as  the  Government  have  determined  that 
it  shall  become  law,  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  do  not  know  if  it  is  to  be 
continued  fts  a  inile  that  whatever  bill 
passes  the  House  of  Commons  the 
second  time  must  necessarily  be  accepted 
by  this  House. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— It 
is  not  a  rule,  but  it  is  usually  the  prac- 
tice. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— After  a 
year's  delay,  and  after  a  year's  time  to 
reflect  on  the  course  I  pursued  last  ses- 
sion, on  a  bLU  similar  to  that  befoi*e  us, 
I  am  as  firmly  convinced  now  as  I  was 
then  that  I  took  the  right  course  on  that 
occasion  :  that  there  was  no  occasion  for 
this  measure,  and  that  it  inflicts  an 
injustice  en  gentlemen  who  have  per- 
formed their  duty  honestly  and  faithfully 
in  the  Province  for  the  last  twenty-five 
year's.  When  a  bill  of  a  similar  nature 
was  defeated  last  fear,  many  horL  gen- 
tlemen supposed  that  a  great  deal  of  ill 
feeling  and  dissatisfaction  would  be 
caused  thereby  in  British  Columbia ; 
but  such  has  not  been  the  cose.  J 
returned  to  that  Province  after 
the  session,  and  I  heai*d  no 
complaints,  nor  did  I  see  any  manifest- 
ation of  dissatisfaction  or  ill  feeling 
at  the  defeat  of  the  measure.  In 
fact  it  was  never  brought  up  by  the 
public ;  it  was  a  matter  over  which  the 
public  mind  had  not  been  exercised.  The 
law  is  properly  administered  and  fairly 
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carried  ont  at  present  and  that  is  all 
they  look  to  or  wish  for.  I  reside  in 
the  same  locality  as  the  judges  do,  and  if 
my  motives  for  opposing  the  bill  could  be 
attributed  to  a  desiie  to  have  them  remain 
where  they  are,  surely  the  same  motive 
could  not  be  attributed  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  Ashcroft,  who  resides  three 
hundred  miles  from  them,  and  f  et  thinks 
with  me  in  this  matter.  Surely  he 
ought  to  know,  living  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance from  whei*e  the  judges  reside, 
whether  the  contemplated  change  in  the 
judiciary  of  the  Province  is  called  for 
and  is  required  in  his  district.  If  the 
change  were  necessary,  I  am  sure  he 
would  be  found  to  be  the  first  to  support 
this  Bill,  and  the  last  to  oppose  it.  In 
this  matter,  my  hon.  friend  and  myself 
are  actuated  by  the  same  motives :  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  we  can,  injustice  being 
done  to  the  judges  of  British  Columbia. 
These  gentlemen  have  been  Dominioa 
oflficials  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  have 
given  universal  satisfsiction  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  VV  hen  the  Pro- 
vince came  into  the  Union,  the  duties  of 
the  Supreme  and  County  Court  judges 
were  clearly  defined,  and  they  had  every 
reason  to  expect  that  the  Grovemment  of 
the  Dominion  would  not  suffer  anything 
to  be  done  which  would  lower  their 
status  or  impair  their  influence.  The 
Bill  before  the  House  will  lead  to  a 
breach  of  faith  with  the  Supreme  Court 
Judges,  and  it  will  throw  upon  them 
work  of  an  inferior  and  insignificant 
character — work  of  which  they  were  re- 
lieved some  ten  years  ago,  and  to  which 
they  did  not  expect  they  would  have  to 
return.  The  change  is  neither  beneficial 
nor  desirable.  [  might  also  refer  to  the 
financial  part  of  the  Bill,  and  the  extra 
cost  it  will  involve  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  but  I  shall  not  do  so.  I 
would  like,  however,  to  have  the  expres- 
sion of  the  House  on  this  fact :  that  we 
should  not  allow  this  to  be  a  precedent 
that  we  are  bound  at  all  times  to  follow, 
and  give  effect  to  such  measures  as  the 
Provincial  Governments  desire  to  put 
into  operation.  I  should  like  to  hear 
the  leader  of  the  Grovemraent  say  that, 
although  he  considers  it  necessary  on 
this  occasion  to  give  effect  to  the  Act  of 
the  Provincial  Legislature,  that  he  does 
not  feel  himself  bound  to  do  so  on  all 
occasions.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
Hon,  Mr.  MacdondUL 


wise  policy  to  put  such  a  qualification  on* 
record. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH—l  have  no 
doubt  that  due  weight  should  be  given  to 
the  expressed  opinions  of  any  local  legis- 
lature, and  especially,  in  this  Chamber, 
to  those  of  the  smaller  provinces,  but^ 
while  due  consideration  should  be  given 
to  the  expressed  opinions  of  the  Local 
Government  on  such  matters,  the  Federal 
Government  should,  on  all  occasions, 
be  able  to  justify  the  expenditure,  and 
shew  that  it  is  necessary  in  the  interests 
of  the  country.  I  do  not  think  that  in 
this  case,  the  Government  have,  either  on 
the  former  occasion  or  now,  shewn  that 
this  expenditure  is  necessary  for  the  effi- 
cient administration  of  justice  in  British 
Columbia.  Some  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  the  present  expenditures  on  the 
judiciary  in  British  Columbia  are  Tery 
much  out  of  proportion  to  the  number 
of  its  population,  some  35,000  people, 
all  told.  Certainly  it  is  enormous  and 
disproportioned  to  any  other  province. 
If  I  lemember  rightly,  before  Confedera- 
tion, that  Province  had  only  two  Supreme 
Court  judges,  and  they  were  found  to  be 
sufficient.  After  Confederation,  a  third 
was  appointed  on  the  plea  that  he  was 
necessary  as  an  arbitrator,  so  that,  on  a 
division  of  opinion,  there  would  be  a 
decision^  and  now  the  demand  is  that 
they  should  be  increased  to  five,  although 
there  has  not  been  such  an  increase  in 
population  or  advance  in  trade  or  business 
as  to  justify  such  an  addition  to  the 
judiciary.  When  I  heard  my  hon.  friend 
from  British  Columbia  (Hon.  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald) just  now  contend  that  the 
service  would  be  more  expeditiously  and 
economically  performed  as  it  is  at  present 
than  under  the  proposed  chimge,  I  would 
be  inclined  to  again  oppose  the  Bill, 
but  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  by  the  hon.  gentlemen  from 
Ashci*oft  and  New  Westminster.  Last 
year,  when  we  had  this  matter  up  before 
us,  and  this  session,  when  we  had  the 
subject  of  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of 
Prince  Edward  Island  under  considera- 
tion, T  understood  the  Government  to 
say  that  a  general  revision  of  the  salaries 
of  judges  of  all  the  provinces  would  be 
taken  into  consideration.  I  think  "  next 
session  "  was  the  time  mentioned  by  th« 
leader  of  the  Government  on  that 
occasion.      I  am   very   sorry   that   thi& 
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matter  has  como  tip,  as  I  do  not  believe 
the  Goverament  have  given  sufficient 
reason  for  its  being  pressed  this  session, 
or  that  the  additional  jadges  are  neces- 
sary. It  is  not  in  the  interest  of  economy 
that  this  Bill  before  the  House  should  be 
adopted.  No  doubt  the  tx>ca1  Govern- 
ment of  British  Columbia  have  been 
extremely  liberal  in  creating  judgeships, 
probably  more  liberal  than  if  the  pay 
>vas  to  come  from  their  local  revenue.  It 
is  necessary  that  we,  at  all  tim«s,  closely 
watch  such  local  legislation,  appointing 
judges,  when  we  are  to  provide  the 
salaries. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — I  cannot  under- 
stand the  hon.  gentleman  who  has 
resumed  his  seat,  when  he  says  that  this 
Bill,  having  come  up  to  this  House  once 
before,  it  should  now  be  adopted  as  a 
matter  of  course. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— I  did  not 
hear  the  hon.  gentleman's  remark  cor- 
rectly. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— It  was  difficult 
to  understand  what  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  saying  from  the  manner  in  which 
he  spoke,  but  I  have  no  doubt  the 
reporters  will  make  a  good  speech  of  it 
for  him — though  not  by  taking  his 
remarks  literally. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— I  did  not 
catch  the  hon.  gentleman's  remarks,  but 
I  presume  he  is  repeating  in  another 
form  the  attack  that  he  made  on  the 
reporters  a  few  moments  ago. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— With  regard  to 
the  Bill  before  the  House,  I  have,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  expressed  my 
opinion  with  respect  to  its  most  important 
feature  that  is  involved  in  this  discus- 
sion :  the  duty  of  this  Parliament  to  make 
provision  for  salaries,  whenever  the  local 
legislatures  think  proper  to  create  new 
courts  and  new  judges.  I  think  that 
Parliament  and  the  Government — both 
this  Government  and  the  late  Adminis- 
tration— have  not  been  as  ready  as  they 
should  have  been  t*  control  the 
creation  of  new  courts  and  new 
judges  by  the  provincial  legislatxires. 
The  Constitutional  Act  gives  the  power 
to  provinces  to  create  courts  and  to  regu- 
late procedure  generally  in  them.  Still, 
when  this  Parliament  has  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  salaries  of  judges,  it 
lion.  Mr.  KavJhach. 


should  be  understood  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  deliberation,  a  matter  of  concurrence 
on  the  part  of  Parliament,  when  they 
agree  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
new  judges.  To  say  that  because  the 
Constitutional  Act  gives  power  to  the 
provinces  to  appoint  judges  and  regulate 
courts,  therefore,  that  ia  erery  case 
where  they  think  proper  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  appointment  of  judges 
we  are  bound  here  to  coincide  with  them 
is,  I  think,  a  Y^ry  dangerous  doctrine 
indeed.  Suppose  any  one  of  those  pro- 
vinces should  be  controlled  by  men  who 
have  no  proper  regard  for  the  large  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  and  should,  merely  for 
the  sake  of  the  expenditure  which  would 
be  the  result  of  the  appointment  of  half 
a  dozen  unnecessary  judges,  agree  to  the 
creation  of  new  courts,  would  this  Par- 
liament be  bomnd  to  provide  salaries 
for  these  judges?  I  say,  decidedly 
not.  I  think  it  is  just  as  well 
now,  that  there  should  be  a  firm 
expression  of  opinion  on  this  question, 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  deliberation  and 
concurrence  on  the  part  of  this  Parlia- 
ment as  to  how  many  judges  are  neces- 
sary in  the  various  provinces.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  power  of  removing 
any  one  of  these  gentlemen  to  the  main- 
land, I  think  the  Government  should 
take  care,  in  the  redistribution  of  these 
judicial  districts  that  the  private  rights^ 
(if  I  may  so  speak)  of  the  judges  who 
now  hold  office  in  British  Columbia 
should  be  respected.  I  think  it  would 
be  very  unfair  that  these  gentlemen 
should  be  asked  to  go  to  Ashcroft,  or 
anywhere  else  in  that  Province,  to  reside, 
after  he  has  made  his  home,  and  expend- 
ed, perhaps,  the  savings  of  a  life  of  toil 
and  industry  in  establishing  his  r^idence 
in  Victoria.  I  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  care  that  nothing  of 
this  kind  is  done.  I  am  very  sorry  to 
hear  that,  in  connection  with  this  measure 
relative  to  the  judiciary  of  British  Co- 
lumbia, there  is  some  personal  feeling  by 
influential  persons  in  that  Province,  and 
that  the  judiciary  themselves  do  not 
approve  of  the  change  any  more  than  the 
leading  membei'S  of  this  House  do. 

Hon.  Mr.  NELSON— I  am  very  glad 
to  know  that  ray  hon.  colleagues  from 
British  Columbia  do  not  oppose  this  Bill 
on  the  present  occasion.     I  may  say  that 
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I  never  could  thoroughly  understand 
their  opposition  to  this  measure  at 
all.  I  know  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  British  Columbia  on  this 
subject,  and  I  know  the  feeling  of  the 
Law  Society  and  of  very  nearly  every 
lawyer  in  the  Province  in  relation  to  it, 
and  I  can  say  that,  with  the  exception  of 
one  firm,  all  the  legal  profession  in 
Btitish  Columbia  to-day  are  in  favor  of 
the  change.  I  believe  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  Ashcroft. has  certain  reasons 
for  his  opposition  ;  that  there  is  a  very 
great  deal  of  friendship  existing  between 
him  and  the  present  judges  of  the  Pro- 
vince. The  judges  themselves  are 
opposed  to  this  Bill,  and,  in  fact,  they 
are  against  everything  that  is  done  by 
the  present  Government  of  British 
Columbia.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  on 
the  part  of  the  judges  against  the  Local 
Government  to-day.  The  great  reason 
for  the  appointment  of  judges  for  the 
mainland  is  this  :  it  has  been  found  that 
the  expense  entailed  upon  the  Province 
and  upon  the  Dominion  by  holding  a 
sufficient  number  of  Circuit  Courts  in 
British  Columbia  for  the  proper  admin- 
istration of  justice  will  be  very  great, 
and  the  appointment  of  two  additional 
judges  will  do  away  with  the  expense,  to 
a  great  extent.  They  will  be  able  to  do 
the  work  that  the  County  Oourt  judges 
are  doing,  in  addition  to  the  Supreme 
Court  work,  which  the  present  judges 
are  not  able  to  do.  I  would  refer  to  the 
arguments  made  use  of  by  hon.  gentle- 
men in  another  place,  which,  no  doubt, 
have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  hon. 
members  of  this  House.  I  think  those 
arguments  are  very  conclusive.  It  has 
been  shewn  that,  for  the  last  few  years, 
in  Cassiar  and  Cariboo,  men  have 
been  ^nfined  for  twelve  months,  await- 
ing the  circuit  of  the  Supreme  Court 
Judges,  and  in  some  of  these  cases  the 
accused  have  been  proved,  on  investiga- 
tion, innocent  of  the  charges  for  which 
they  were  incarcerated.  It  is  to  do  away 
with  this  state  of  affairs  that  this  Bill 
has  been  introduced,  and  I  have  been 
very  much  surprised  at  hon.  gentlemen 
in  tliis  House  from  British  Columbia 
opposing  it,  as  the  whole  feeling  of  the 
people  of  the  Province  is  in  favor  of  the 
measure. 

Hob.  Mr.  MACDONALD— Who  is 
to  blame  for  the  courts  not  being  held  1 
Eon.  Mr.  Nelson. 


Have  the  judges  ever  refused  to  hold 
them? 

Hon.  Mr.  NELSON— I  do  not  know 
that  the  judges  have  ever  i-efused  posi- 
tively to  hold  the  courts,  but  I  know 
that  they  have,  again  and  again,  com- 
plained very  much  about  it.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  judges'  residence  in  Vic- 
toria, it  was  a  matter  of  complaint,  when 
Confederation  was  being  negotiated,  that 
the  judges  all  resided  in  Victoria,  and 
the  people  on  the  mainland  protested 
against  it,  as  any  person  in  the  interior 
who  had  business  before  the  courts  had 
to  go  to  Victoria,  at  great  expense,  to 
attend  to  it.  The  judges  came  over  to 
the  mainland  im  hold  their  circuits  about 
once  a  year,  and  it  was  understood,  when 
the  last  judge  was  appointed,  that  he 
should  take  up  his  residence  upon  the 
mainland. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHOHNE— In  any 
remarks  I  may  have  to  make  on  this 
question  I  wish  to  disclaim  any  desire  to 
oppose  the  views  of  the  hon.  gentlemen 
from  British  Columbia  with  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  additional  judges  for 
that  Province.  It  seems  that  these  hon. 
Senators  are  not  absolutely  in  harmony 
themselves  upon  this  point,  and,  there- 
fore, perhaps  it  is  unnecessary  that  I 
should  make  any  apology  for  the  course 
I  feel  bound  to  pursue  in  reference  to  it. 
I  think,  before  this  House  undertakes  to 
sanction  a  bill  which  will  add  to  the 
judiciary  of  the  country,  it  ought  to  take 
a  fair  and  candid  review  of  the  country's 
position  with  regard  to  this  question. 
What  have  we  done  on  former  occasions, 
and  what  did  we  do  last  year  with  refer- 
ence to  the  position  of  the  judges  of  the 
County  Courts,  and  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Prince  Edward  Island,  in  reference  to 
salaries?  Before  we  agree  to  the  ap- 
pointing of  two  additional  judges  at 
salaries  of  $4,000  each  for  British  Co- 
lumbia, we  ought  to  satisfy  ourselves,  not 
only  that  they  are  necessary^  and  that  we 
can  afford  to  provide  for  their  salaries, 
but  that  equal  justice  has  l>een  done  to 
other  parts  of  the  Dominion.  Last  year, 
wnen  the  Bill  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  the  judges  of  the  County  Courts 
in  Prince  Edward  Island  was  before 
the  Senate,  a  promise  of  a  distinct 
character  was  given  by  the  leader  of 
the  Government  in  this   House  that  the 
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<)uestIon  of  an  increase  to  the  salaries  of 
the  judges  of  Prince  Eaward  Island 
should  undergo  consideration  this  year. 
Before  going  further  into  this  subject,  I 
should  like  to  state  to  the  House 
some  of  the  salaries  which  are  now  paid 
to  judges  in  the  different  provinces  bj 
way  of  comparison,  and  to  illustrate  the 
inconsistency  shewn  in  this  matter. 
Leaving  Ontario  and  Quebec  out  of  the 
question,  and  taking  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  1  find  that  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice has  a  salary  within  a  fraction  of 
15,000  a  year,  and  the  Equity  Judge  is 
paid  an  equal  amount.  Four  other 
judges  receive  $4,000  each.  Then,  as 
to  New  Brunswick,  provision  was  made 
last  year  for  one  additional  judge  on  the 
plea  that  the  work  of  the  courts  was 
getting  into  arrear.  I  find  that  the 
Chief  Justice  of  that  Province  has  a 
salary  of  $5,000,  and  that  the  puisne 
judges  receive  $4,000  each.  Then,  look- 
ing at  Manitoba,  we  find  thajb  the  Chief 
Justice  of  that  Province  has  a  salaiy  of 
$5,000  a-  year,  and  two  puisne  judges 
receive  §i,000  each.  But  when  we 
come  to  Prince  Edward  Island  we  find 
that  the  Chief  Justice  there  re- 
ceives only  $3,000  a  year,  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  $2,499,  and 
the  Vic^Chancellor  the  same.  Now, 
compare  those  amounts  with  the  salaries 
proposed  to  "be  given  to  the  two  addi- 
tional jadges  of  British  Columbia,  and 
you  wiU  find  that  they  are  to  receive 
about  $1,000  a  year  more  than  the  Chief 
Justice  of  Prince  Edward  Island.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  very  inconsistent. 
Last  year,  when  the  Bill  to  increase  the 
salaries  ot  the  County  Court  Judges  of 
Prince  Edward  Island  was  before  the 
Senate,  I  induced  the  leader  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  this  House  to  state  explicitly 
what  course  they  would  pursue  with  re- 
gard to  the  salaries  of  the  Supreme  Court 
Judges  cf  Prince  Edward  Island. 
I  must  say  that  the  hon.  gentleman  gave 
a  very  straightforward  and  explicit 
answer.  He  said,  in  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion, that  he  could  make  no  direct  pro- 
mise that  the  salaries  of  the  Supreme 
Court  Judges  of  that  Province  would  be 
increased,  but  he  would  bring  the  subject 
before  the  notice  of  the  Minister  of 
Justice.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  place 
two  questions  upon  the  order  paper  this 
jrear,  referring  to  the  same  subject  One 
EoTU  Mr,  Ha/ythcme. 


of  them  was  to  ask  the  hon.  Minister  of 
Militia  whether  he  had  fulfilled  his 
promise  of  last  year  ;  and  the  other, 
whether  he  was  prepared  to  give  effect 
to  the  proposal  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
our  judges.  His  reply  was,  I  thought, 
quite  candid,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  ob- 
ject to  it,  because  I  attributed  the  failure 
of  the  Government  to  do  anything  in  the. 
way  of  increasing  those  salaries  to  the 
fact  that  the  revenue  was  not  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  The  tenor  of  the 
reply  was  that  they  were  not  prepared  to 
imcrease  the  salarits  of  the  Prince 
Edward  Island  judges,  but  at  some 
period,  which  tiiey  were  not  pre- 
pared to  state,  the  whole  question 
of  the  salaries  of  the  judiciary 
would  be  taken  up.  Now,  it  appears  to  ^ 
me  that  the  course  which  the  Grovem- 
ment  have  taken,  after  this  statement 
from  the  hon.  leader  of  the  Govo-nment 
in  this  House,  is  not  consistent  when 
they  propose  to  appoint  two  new  judges 
in  British  (>)lumbia  ai  $4,000  each  per 
annum,  while  the  salaries  of  the 
Prince  Edward  Island  judges  are 
so  far  below  that  rate.  I  think 
it  would  be  not  only  consonant 
with  the  opinions  of  members  of  this 
House,  but  it  would  also  be  a  very  be- 
coming thing  if  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  postpone  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill  and  take  counsel  with  his 
colleagues  to  ascertain  if  something  could 
not  be  done  to  remove  this  inequality  in 
the  salaries  of  the  judiciary. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE— I  do 
not  think  that  the  judges  of  a  province 
such  as  Prince  Edward  Island,  where 
the  expense  of  living  is  so  moderate, 
should  expect  to  receive  as  large  salaries 
as  the  judges  of  British  Columbia,  ;where 
travelling  expenses,  and  the  cost  of 
living  are  so  very  much  higher.  As  to 
the  fact  of  the  judges  residing  at  Vic- 
toria, the  hon.  gentleman  from  British 
Columbia  (Mr.  Nelson)  has  related  a 
very  singular  circumstance,  if  it  be  a 
fact,  that,  in  that  province,  prisoners  have 
been  confined  for  twelve  months  in  jail 
without  an  opportunity  of  having  the 
charges  against  them  tried,  and  when 
they  were  investigated,  they  were  found 
to  be  innocent.  If  such  is  the  state  of 
affaiirs,  it  is  time  the  Go\emment  should 
step  in  and  make  a  change.  If  the 
judges  of  Yictoria  refuse  to  go  outside  of 
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the  limits  of  the  Island  to  administer 
the  law  in  a  country  of  such  extent  as 
British  Columbia,  it  is  time  the  Govern- 
ment should  make  some  other  provision 
for  the  administration  of  justice  in  the 
Province.  It  does  appear  that  the 
species  of  law  which  had  been  admin- 
istered in  the  Province  when  it  was 
a  crown  colony  is  not  adapted  to  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try. The  wants  of  the  people  have  out- 
grown the  capacity  of  the  old  system, 
and  the  Government  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  provide  that  the  gentlemen  who 
administer  justice  in  British  Columbia 
shall  be,  as  they  are  in  other  provinces 
of  the  Dominion,  skilled  in  the  law  and 
competent  to  fill  their  judicial  positions. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  interests  of  that 
large  country  imperatively  demand  the 
services  now  asked  for,  and  I  do  not 
think  we  would  be  discharging  our  duty 
in  this  Chamber  were  we  to  refuse  this 
Bill.  When  the  measure  was  before  the 
House  last  session,  we  were  largely  in- 
fluenced by  the  hon.  gentlemen  who 
represent  that  section  of  the  country  in 
this  Chamber.  Although  I  voted  on  that 
occasion  against  this  Bill,  I  shall  support 
it  now,  under  the  circumstances  that  have 
been  explained  to  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL-.With  per- 
mission of  the  House,  I  rise,  for  two 
minutes,  to  correct  the  idea  entertained 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  from  New  West- 
minster and  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down,  that  it  is  owing  to  the 
disinclination  of  the  judges  to  travel  into 
the  interior  that  prisoners  have  been  in- 
carcerated for  some  considerable  time 
awaiting  their  trial.  The  only  reason 
why  such  hardship  has  occurred  is  owing 
to  the  supineness  of  local  authorities  in 
directing  assizes  to  be  held,  and  the  dis- 
inclination of  the  Dominion  Government 
to  meet  the  expense  of  more  than  one 
annual  circuit  of  the  judges ;  and  that, 
on  account  of  such  causes,  there  has  only 
been  one  circuit  of  the  Supreme  Court 
during  the  last  three  years,  instead  of  two 
annually  as  formerly.  The  expense  of  a 
circuit  seems  to  be  from  $1,200  to  $1,400, 
and,  to  avoid  thiS;  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment, at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment, seem  inclined  to  incuran  expense 
of  $8,000  as  the  salaries  of  two  more 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  If  the 
hon.  gentleman  will  excuse  me,  I  must 
Hon.  Mr.  Macfcerlcme. 


say  it  is  simply  childish  to  urge  in  this 
House  such  arguments  in  support  of  his 
views. 

Hon.  Mr.  NELSON— According  to 
certain  statements  that  have  oeen  made 
in  another  place,  there  will  be  very  little 
difference  in  the  cost  of  the  two  systems. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Two  hundred 
dollars  a  year. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— Moi-e  cor- 
rectly $3,000  a  year. 

Hon.  Mr.  NELSON— With  i-egard  ta 
the  salaries  of  judges  of  Prince  Edward 
Island,  refer. ed  to  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  that  Province  (Mr.  Haythome),  I 
think  he  might  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  British  Columbia,  with  her 
small  population,  contributes  double  the 
amount  of  revenue  to  the  Dominion  that 
the  Province  of  Prince  Edward  Island 
does  j  and,  to  enable  the  Province  to  do 
so,  the  earnings  of  every  individual  must 
be  at  least  three  times  that  of  the  Prince 
Edward  Islanders,  andthepayment  to  her 
judges  should  be  therefore  something  in 
proportion  to  the  earnings  of  her  people. 
Viewed  in  that  light,  the  salaries  of  the 
judges  are  anything  but  excessive. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
hon.  gentleman  from  Prince  Edward  Is- 
land makes  out  a  very  strong  case  for  a 
veconsideration  of  the  salaiies  of  judges 
in  that  Provimce.  I  have  already  given 
assurance  that  the  Grovemment  ^m}l  take 
the  general  subject  into  consideration. 
The  present  case  is  rather  favorable  to 
kis  views  than  otherwise  as  to  the  incon- 
sistency of  the  Government,  because  we 
are  fixing  the  scale  of  salaries  which  it 
is  proposed  to  provide  for  these  judges 
when  the  matter  comes  to  be  considei-ed. 
With  reference  to  the  question  put  to  me 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Macdonald),  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  Government  of  the  Domin- 
ion, whatever  course  may  be  followed  in 
the  future,  do  not  consider  that  they  are 
absolutely  bound  by  the  decisions  of 
the  local  legislatures  on  such  questions 
as  this,  but  I  admit  that  a  decision  of  the 
Local  Legislature  should  receive  great 
weight  and  consideration  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Dominion.  They  have 
the  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  and  we 
are  bound  to  respect  here  the  opinions  of 
the  provinces.  With  reference  to  the 
expenditure,  I  may  add  that  the  differ- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Bdl  Telepbom 


[April  «,  1880.]  Ccnnpany's  Bdl. 


253 


ence  between  the  eost  of  the  present  sja- 
tem  and  the  expenditoi^  which  the 
present  Bill  intends  to  create  is  only 
About  $200  a  year,  and  when  we  fimd 
that  this  is  the  dispute  as  between  the 
two  systems,  and  that  the  Local  Legis- 
lature has  asked  for  this  measure,  and 
that  the  House  of  Commons  has,  on  two 
occasions,  passed  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  it  is 
time  that  this  House  should  give  it  favor- 
able consideration,  and  assent  to  its  being 
|)assed. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

AV  OMISSION. 

Senator  Alexander  baring  eliminated 
from  the  report  of  his  speech  of  Thurs- 
day, April  1st,  his  personal  references  to 
the  leader  of  tie  Government,  the  fol- 
lowing apology,  which  he  subsequently 
made,  was  omitted  from  the  official 
i-eport;  it  is  now  published  at  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Alexander's  request : — 

«  Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  rose  to  explain 
that,  when  he  addrefsed  the  Senate^  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  hon.  Minister  of 
Militia  had  sprung  the  subject  upon  the  House, 
whereas  the  hon.  Senator  from  Richmond 
had  introduced  it  He  (Mr.  Alexander) 
therefore  felt  it  due  to  himself  and  to  the 
Senate  to  make  this  explanation :  That  he  had 
charged  unjustly  the  leader  of  the  Gk>Temment 
with  having  acted  in  an  unparliamentarj 
manner." 

The  House  adjourned  at  6  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  April  6th,  1980. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

NEW  SENATOR. 

Hon.  T.  N.  GIBBS,  the  newly- 
appointed  Senator  was  introduced,  and, 
having  taken  and  snbsciibed  the  oath  of 
office,  took  his  seat 

THIRD  READINGS. 

Hon.  IVIr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Bailways,  Telegraphs  and 
Harbors,  reported,  without  amendment, 
the  following  Bills,  which  were  then 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  : — 
H<m.  Sir  Alex.  CampbelL 


Bill  (47)  "  Hespecting  the  Great 
Western  and  Lake  Ontario  Shere  Junc- 
tion Railway  Company." — (Mr.  Mc- 
Master.) 

Bill  (25)  «'  To  authorize  the  establish- 
ment of  Superannuation,  Provident  and 
Insurance  Funds  by  the  Clreat  Western 
Railway  Company." — (Mr.  McMaster.) 

Bill  (23)  "  To  give  certain  powers  to 
the  Compagnie  Fran^aise  au  T^l^graphe 
4e  Paris  k  New  York."— (Mr.  Trudel.) 

THE    BELL     TELEPHONE    COMPANY'S 
BILL. 

REPORTED    FROM  THE   COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  moved  concurrence 
in  the  amendments  made  by.  the 
Committee  on  Railways,  Telegraphs 
and  Harbors  to  Bill  (17)  "To 
incorporate  '  The  Bell  Telephone 
Company  of  Canada.' "  He  said : 
The  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  Railways,  Telegraphs  and  Harbors, 
in  presenting  the  report  of  that  Commit- 
tee upon  this  Bill,  tojk  oecasion  to  point 
out  the  several  amendments  which  liad 
been  made  to  it,  and  the  effect  of  them. 
It  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  for  me  to 
say  anything  further  about  them.  I 
move  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

Hon.  Mr.  CAR.YELL — ^I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  Bill,  as  amended  by  the  Com- 
mittee, should  not  pass  in  its  present 
shape,  and  that  still  further  amendments 
or  alterations  are  netessary.  Although 
a  member  of  the  Committee  to  which  the 
Bill  was  referred,  I  did  not  know 
exactly  how  to  supply  the  remedy  to  the 
objection  which  struck  me  when  I  ex- 
amined the  Bill,  and,  if  I  am  in  order,  I 
shall  move  that  the  Bill  be  re-committed 
for  further  consideration.  The  number 
of  telegraph  bills  before  Parliament  now, 
I  think,  is  five  or  six,  and  I,  in  common 
with  others,  feel  there  is  a  danger  that, 
unless  special  care  is  taken  with  them,  we 
may  fall  into  the  difficulty  which  was 
attempted  to  be  avoided  by  the  Greneral 
Telegraph  Act  of  1876.  The  great 
monopoly  which  exists  in  this  form  of 
enterprise,  and  which  has  now  got  its 
hands  completely  on  some  of  the  pro- 
vinces, may  still  further  take  possession 
of  the  telegraphy  of  Canada.  I  shall,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  state  my  position.  It 
is  this:  Of  course  all  legislation  here 
should  be  'as  much  for  the  smaller  por- 
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tions    of    the     Dominion    as    for    the 
larger.     If  I  want  to  send  a  telegram 
to    Prince    Edward     Igland,    it     coats 
me,  to   Sackville,  which  is  about  seven- 
eighths  or  nine-tenths  of  the  entire  dis- 
taiee,  tweny-five  cents,  and  for  the  other 
one-eighth  or  one-tenth  of  the  distance, 
the    charge    is  fifty  cents.     There  is-  a 
monopoly   in  perpetuity,   strange  as    it 
may  sound    to   some    hon.    gentlemen, 
granted  to  one  of  those  companies.     The 
rate  of  fifty  cents  has   been  established 
from  Sackville  to  any  point  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  in  addition  to  a  bonus  of 
$2,000,  which   is  about  ten  per  cent,  on 
the  capital  invested,  certainly  on  the  cost 
of  the   cable,  if  not  on   the  whole.     I 
believe  that,   unless  the  Act  of  1875   is 
made  full  use  of  by  inserting  this  clause 
in  each  one  of  these  Bills  before  Parlia- 
ment,   the  same  monopoly  is  likely  to 
spread  over  every  province.     The  amal- 
gamations, connections,  associations  and 
poolings  of  the  whole  telegraphic  system 
are   even   more   difficult  to   understand 
than  the  fifteen  puzzle.     The  alterations 
which  I  suggest  to  this  Bill  are  simple, 
and  perhaps   would  be   received  by  its 
promoters.      In  section  4,  first  line,  T 
would  insert  after  the  woi-d  "  authority," 
"  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  section  28 
of  this  Act,"  which  would  render  neces- 
sary the  addition  of  a  clause,  as  there 
are  only   twenty-seven   sections   as   the 
Bill  now  stands.     That  additional  clause 
would  read,  "  The  provisious  of  the  Act, 
38  Victoria,  chapter  26,  shall  apply  to 
this  corporation."     I  hoped  to  have  had 
some   full   and   definite   information   to 
submit  to  the  House  to-day  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  but   other  engagements 
prevented  me  from  procuring  it.     If  it 
be  in  order  to  recommit  the  Bill,  which 
would  involve  a  delay  of  only  a  day  or 
two,  I  should  desire  to  have  it  done. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— As  Chairman  of 
the  Committc;^^,  I  would  point  out  that 
this  is  not  the  proper  time  to  bring  up 
this  question  before  the  House.  The' 
Bill  will  have  to  take  another  stage,  and 
at  the  third  reading  it  will  be  open  to  the 
hon.  gentleman  to  offer  any  amendment 
that  he  thinks  proper  to  make. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Does  the 
hon.  gentleman  approve  of  the  amend- 
ments that  have  been  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  Bill  1 
Hon.  Mr,  CarveU. 


Hon.  Mr.  CARVELL— I  do. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— I  should  like  to 
know  if  the  hon.  genUeman  opposite  (Mr. 
Carvell)  intends  to  persist  in  pressing  his 
amendments  ?  He  had  ample  opportunity 
t©  bring  them  foi-ward  in  the  Committee, 
when  the  solicitor  of  the  Company  was 
present  and  everybody  was  willing  to 
hear  his  objections.  There  was  no  oppo- 
sition to  the  report  in  the  Committee  of 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  was  himself  a 
member.  He  has  not  stated  what  the 
effect  of  those  amendments  would  be,  and 
what  he  desires  to  prevent  or  accomplish. 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  CARVELL— I  give  notice 
that,  when  the  Bill  comes  up  for  third 
reading,  I  shall  then  press  my  amend- 
ments. 

TEMPERANCE  ACT  (1878)  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

SECOND   READIKO. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  (K)  "  To  remove 
doubts  as  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  sub-section  two  of  section  nine 
of  'The  Canada  Temperance  Act, 
1878,'  and  to  further  amend  the 
said  Act."  He  said :  This  measure 
deals, '  not*  with  the  principles  of  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act,  but  with  its 
details.  The  firat  amendment  is  to  de- 
fine more  clearly  what  sub-section  two 
of  section  nine  is.  Thut  sub-section  pro- 
vides that  no  polling  of  votes  under  the 
Temperance  Act  shall  take  place  on  the 
same  day  that  an  election  is  being  held 
in  the  same  constituency  for  a  member  to 
serve  in  the  Parliament  of  Canada  or 
any  of  the  local  legislatures.  A  case 
occurred  this  last  summer,  in  one  of  our 
western  counties,  where  a  proclamation 
was  issued  for  taking  a  vote  under  the 
Temperance  Act,  and  afterwards  a  pro- 
clamation was  issued  by  the  Government 
of  Ontario,  bringing  on  the  local  elections. 
The  nominations  for  the  latter  were  held 
a  few  days  before  the  polling  for  the 
Temperance  Act.  It  has  been  held  that  * 
what  is  understood  by  election  day  19  the 
time  which  intervenes  between  the 
nomination  and  the  close  of  the  polls. 
If     that      is      a     correct     definition^ 
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it  might  happen  that  the  decision 
upon  the  temperance  question  was 
illegal.  The  proclamation  having  been 
isaaedy  the  Government  was  powerless 
to  recall  it,  or  to  issue  a  new  proclama- 
tion. The  sub-section  is  amended  by  pro- 
viding that  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  it  is  that  the  word  "  election"  therein 
refers  only  to  the  polling  of  votes,  so 
that  the  voting  for  liie  Canada  Temper- 
ance Act  cannot  take  place  on  the  same 
day  as  the  polling  for  a  member  to  serve 
in  the  Dominion  Parliament,  or  in  any 
of  the  local  legislatures.  The  second 
section  refers  to  something  that  was  not 
known  at  the  time  that  the  Temperance 
Act  was  passed,  or  if  it  was  known,  it 
was  not  mentioned  when  the  measure 
was  under  consideration  in  the  Senate. 
The  second  part  of  the  Temperance  Act 
could  only  be  brought  into  force  con- 
tingent upon  licenses  being  issued.  Now, 
in  some  counties  in  the  Maiitime  Pro- 
vinces, licenses  are  not  issued,  and,  in 
such  places,  the  Act  could  not  be.  put  in 
force.  This  clause  provides  a  remedy 
for  that  difficulty. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BUILDING    SOCIETIES'  RELIEF     BILL. 

SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  second 
reading  of  BUI  (F)  "For  the  relief  •f 
Permanent  Building  Societies  and  Loan 
Companies."  He  said :  This  Bill  is 
t]ie  outgrowth  of  tbe  returns  which 
ought  to  have  been  made  to  the 
Minister  of  Finance  by  these  societies. 
In  some  cases  applications  wei*e  made 
by  these  companies  to  the  Finance  De- 
partment for  blank  forms,  which  were 
forwarded  to  them  ;  but  these  even  when 
filled  up,  it  appears  did  not  meet  the 
requirements  of  their  special  acts  of  incor- 
poration. In  most  cases  the  penalty 
attached  to  failure  to  do  so,  is  $100 
for  every  day  that  elapses  from  the 
time  that  the  returns  should  be  made 
until  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  com- 
plied with,  and  the  prosecutor  gets 
one-half  of  the  amount  It  appears 
that  in  one  of  the  western  counties, 
some  person  who  was  aggrieved  by 
the  action  of  one  of  those 
companies  and  was  aware  that  its  returns 
were  incomplete,  entered  suit  against  it 
and  a  number  of  others.  One  case  was 
poshed  in  the  courts,  and  a  verdict  for 
Eon.  Mr.  Aikine. 


some  $1,000  and  costs,  T  understand, 
was  obtained.  The  other  societies,  I 
believe,  arranged  with  the  prosecutor 
and  the  suits  were  withdrawn.  It  is 
thought  desirable  that  these  societies, 
should  not  remain  in  such  a  position. 
They  were  not  wholly  to  blame  for  it. 
They  knew  the  provisions  of  their  acts  of 
incorporation,  it  is  true,  but  still  they 
were  not  so  very  blameable  in  the  matter. 
It  is  thought  desirable  that  a  form  of 
returns  to  be  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  embodied  in  this  measure. 
There  is  a  clause  which  also  refers  to 
loan  companies  incorporated  under  the 
Canada  Joint  Stock  Companies'  Act,  and 
under  special  charters,  and  companies 
incorporated  without  the  limits  of  Can- 
ada and  doing  business  here,  which  pro- 
vides that  these  companies  shall  make 
returns^  similar  to  building  societies. 
These  societies  having  had  recognition 
of  their  acts  of  incorporation  by  the  On- 
tario Legislature,  that  body  has  passed 
an  act  somewhat  similar  to  this  in  its 
provisions,  furnishing  a  form  of  the  re- 
turn that  was  to  be  made  from  year  to 
year.  I  think  the  provisions  of  this 
measuw,  when  thoroughly  examined, 
will  commend  themselves  to  the  House. 
I  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  have  not  the 
Bill  by  me  at  the  present  moment,  but  I 
have  looked  at  it  and  scanned  its  pro- 
visions as  well  as  I  could.  Speaking 
from  memory  of  those  provisions,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  state  of  the  law  was, 
as  it  has  been  explained  by  my  hon.  friend 
who  introduced  this  BUI,  that,  under  tbe 
existing  Act,  the  companies  were  obliged 
to  make  a  return  upon  oath,  and  the 
effect  of  this  Bill,  i^  is  well  the  House 
should  understand  it,  is  to  relieve  those 
companies  from  any  penalties  for 
making  the  returns  contrary  ,to  law, 
because  it  validates  returns  made  with- 
out oath.  That  being  the  case,  it  is  of 
some  importance,  not  only  with  respect 
to  the  legislation  which  is  to  relieve 
those  parties,  but  also  as  to  the  future. 
We  have  now  a  new  provision,  that 
returns  shall  be  made  giving  more  de- 
tails, but  that  those  returns  shall  be 
made  on  oath.  I  think  that,  in  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind,  we  should  understand 
whether  it  is  intended  to  be  permanent 

I  or  not,  or  if  these  provisions,  good  as 
they  are,  I  admit,  are  to  be  followed  by 
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other  legislation  hereafter  to  relieve  par- 
ties from  the  penalties  for  not  attending 
to  these  roqitirements.  The  legislation 
proposed  is  that  all  prosecutions  here- 
after shall  be  under  the  dii-ection  of  the 
Governor  in  Council.  That  may  or  may 
not  be  a  good  provision,  but,  at  all  events, 
it  may  follow  that,  if  these  companies  do 
not  comply  with  the  strict  letter  of  the 
law,  they  will  be  relieved  again  by  legis- 
lation. There  ought  to  be  some  ex- 
pression froBi  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  House  to  shew  that  this 
legislation  is  to  be  final,  and  that  it  is  not 
expected  that  the  companies  will  be 
relieved  by  any  future  legislation  if  they 
fail  to  comply  with  the  Act. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Yes,  I  so  under- 
stand it  that  it  is  final,  but  no  hon.  gen- 
tlemen in  this  House  is  in  a  position  to 
say  what  the  legislation  of  the  future 
may  be ;  but  I  agree  with  my  hon. 
friend  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable 
that  we  should  have  legislation  so  fre- 
quently in  reference  to  these  corporations. 
The  returns  made  by  all  those  companies 
should  be  uniform,  and  they  should  all 
be  compelled  to  make  them.  In  the 
Canada  Joint  Stock  Companies'  Act, 
passed  in  1877,  we  find  that  the  loan 
companies  organized  under  it  have  to 
make  returns,  but  there  is  no  penalty  if 
they  fail  to  do  so.  They  make 
the  returns  or  not,  just  as  they  please  ; 
The  form  of  affidavit  to  be  made  as  to 
I'etums  is  changed  by  this  measure. 
Anybody  who  knows  anything  of  the 
working  of  these  large  corporations 
must  be  aware  that  it  is  a  physical  im- 
possibility to  make  the  examination  re- 
quired to  take  the  necessary  affi- 
davit. The  penalty  is  $50  a  day  for 
every  day  they  do  not  make  their 
returns  after  a  certain  date,  but 
not  to  exceed,  in  the  whole,  $1,000. 
The  prosecutor  in  the  case  shall 
be  the  Minister  of  Justice. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER^I  claim 
permission  only  to  observe  that  there 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  anomaly  or  defect 
in  the  British  North  America  Act,  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  and  that  is 
the  power  to  enact  such  laws  governing 
Permanent  and  Loan  Societies  rests  with 
both  the  L#cal  and  the  Dominion  Legis- 
latures, and  when  we  are  changing  or 
consolidating  the  laws  governing  Perma- 
Eon,  Mr,  Dickey. 


nent  Building  Societies,  we  should  be 
fully  aware  what  laws  have  been  passed 
in  this  connection  by  the  Local  Legis- 
lature of  Ontario.  We  are,  as  it  were, 
legislating  in  the  dark,  and  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  fact  in 
order  that  the  leader  of  the  Government 
may  bring  to  the  notice  of  his  colleagues 
that  this  is  an  anomaly  or  defect  in 
the  Union  Act  that  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Ministry.  It  appears 
to  me  that  there  are  some  amend- 
ments now  required  to  the  British  North 
America  Aco,  and  that  application  should 
be  made  to  the  Imperial  Parliament  at 
an  early  day  in  this  direction.  The 
anomaly  is  that  two  legislatures  should 
be  vested  with  full  power  to  deal  with 
the  same  questions  without  either  know- 
ing what  the  other  may  have 
done,  and  I  simply  call  attention  to 
this  particular  point  to  shew  that, 
from  practical  observation,  the  Union 
Act  requires  some  amendments 
without  so  many  suggestions  from  Min- 
isters. Gentlemen  occupying  the  position 
of  ministers  of  the  Crown  ought  to  know 
what  is  necessary  to  secure  the  proper 
administration  of  the  Government.  So 
in  regard  to  railway  companies.  The 
power  of  legislation  rests  with  both 
legislatures,  which  anomaly  should  be 
corrected.  I  know  of  acts  of  this  Par- 
liament which  conflict  with  acts  of  the 
local  legislature,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  give  their  best  con- 
sideration to  this  defect  in  the  working 
of  the  Union  Act.  No  one  expects  that 
acts  of  parliament  are  so  peifect  as  to 
be  incapable  of  amendment ;  but,  after  a 
trial  of  thirteen  years,  we  are  now 
beginning  to  discover  anomalies  in  the 
Union  Act  which  should  be  removed. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
question  which  arises  in  this  particular 
Bill,  and  the  reason  why  it  is  made  a 
subject  of  legislation  by  both  legisla- 
tures, is  this  :  that  with  reference  to 
many  topics,  the  interests  affected  by 
the  Bill  are  altogether  local,  but  in  refer- 
ence io  one  question,  the  right  to  fix  the 
amount  of  interest,  it  is  one  which  the 
local  legislature  ^  cannot  settle ;  and, 
therefore,  these  societies  are  obliged  to 
go  to  both  legislatures.  The  diSficuIty 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  points  out  is 
one  which  cannot  be  settled  by  legisla- 
tion.    Legislation  has  already  done  all 
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that  it  can  do.  Lt  is  to  be  settled  in  Par- 
liament by  contestation.  We  must  as- 
certain by  experience,  and  we  sball 
gradually  settle  down,  I  trust,  into  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  relative  powers 
of  both  Parliament  and  local  legislatures.  I 
do  not  think  it  probable  anything  more  can 
be  done  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  in 
the  matter,  as  suggested  by  the  hon. 
member  from  Woodstock.  The  language 
of  the  British  North  America  Act  is  as 
plain  as  can  well  be  used  by  the  Impeiial 
Legislature  in  creating  a  constitution  lor 
a  province  or  colony  of  the  Empire.  We 
must  trust  to  experience  and  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  we  shall,  by 
slow  steps,  arrive  at  accurate  conclusions 
on  these  difficult  questions. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  desire 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my 
own  opinion  that  it  would  be  in  the 
interest  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  if  the 
power  to  legislate  for  railways  and  loan 
societies  were  taken  away  from  the  local 
legislatures  and  vested  solely  in  the 
Tjegislature  of  the  Dominion. 

Hon.  Mr.  "VIDAL — It  is  quite  clear 
that  we  have  not  the  power  to  deal  with 
that  question,  but  such  is  not  the  case 
with  the  Bill  now  before  us.  The  8th 
section  provides  against  any  conflict  of 
jurisdiction  between  the  Dominion  and 
Local  Legislatures,  for  it  distinctly  states 
that  the  Bill  applies  only  to  companies 
incorporated  by  Act  of  the  Parliament  of 
Canada — societies  and  associations  which 
are  authorized  to  lend  money  by  Act  of 
this  Parliament ;  consequently  those  so- 
cieties exercising  powers  under  the  legis- 
lation of  any  particular  Province  do  not 
really  come  under  its  provisions. 

Hon.  Mr.  AI KINS— Although  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Woodstock  may  not 
have  much  confidence  in  the  Ontaiio 
Legislature,  this  Bill  is  not  made  contin- 
gent on  the  course  they  have  pursued, 
but  they  have  legislated  in  the  same 
direction  as  this  measure  is  taking. 

Hon-  Mr.  HOPE— So  far  as  I  can 
understand  the  Union  Act,  the  local 
legislature  has  no  power  to  confer  bank- 
ing powers,  yet  those  loan  societies  are 
enabled  to  take  deposits  and  loan  them 
out.  That  is  an  act  of  banking,  pure 
and  simple,  just  as  much  so  as  the  issu- 
ing of  promissory  notes  by  the  other 
Hon.  Sir,  Alex,  Cam2)belL 


banking  institutions,  and  I  consider 
that  tho  Dominion  Parliament  is 
the  only  power  competent  to  deal 
with  such  societies.  This  Bill  might  be 
more  properly  named,  "  An  Act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  Permanent  Building 
Societies,"  beeause  they  have  not  all 
made  the  same  mistake,  and  some  of 
them  do  not  require  this  Act,  as  they 
have  mad»*  their  returns  in  accordance 
with  the  statute. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


BBITiyH    COLUMBIA    SUPREME  COURT 
JUDGES'  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (44)  "  To  provide  for 
the  salaries  of  two  additional  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  British  Columbia." 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN  reported  the 
Bill  from  the  Committee  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

THE    SAULT    STE,    MARIE    RAILWAY. 
EXPLANATION. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— Before  this 
House  adjourns,  I  desire  to  correct  an 
error  arising  out  of  the  debate  of  yester- 
day. I  understood  my  hon.  friend  from 
Halifax  (Mr.  Power)  to  state,  in  answer 
to  some  observations  of  mine  in  refer- 
ence to  what  took  place  last  year,  in  the 
debate  in  which  he  took  a  prominent 
part,  that  it  was  strange  I  did  not  give 
utterance  to  the  same  sentiments  that  I 
did  yesterday.  I  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  refer  to  the  debate  in  question, 
and  I  find  that,  while  the  resolution  was 
under  discussion,  I  am  reported  as  hav- 
ing said : — 

"  I  certainly  do  not  rise  to  interpose  in  any 
way  between  the  two  hon.  members  who  have 
just  spoken,  but  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
do  justice  to  my  hon.  friend  for  Saugeen. 
With  reference  to  the  propriety  of  construct- 
ing  that  Geoigian  Bay  Branch,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  I  am,  and  always  have 
been,  utterly  opposed  to  it.  My  hon.  friend 
for  Saugeen  took  the  ground  several  years 
ago— and  I  supported  him  on  that  question — 
that  it  was  unwise  to  enter  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Pacific  Railway  from  the  proposed 
eastern  terminus  of  it  to  Bed  River.  His 
view,  which  I  shared,  was  that,  on  the  connec- 
tion being  made  by  the  Canada  Central  with 
the  eastern  teftninus,  the  line  should  be  con- 
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tinned  by  the  north  side  of  Lake  Nipissing  to 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  so  as  to  bring  it  in  connec- 
tion with  the  navigation  of  Lake  Superior, 
and  also  with  projected  American  railways, 
thus  affording  a  continuous  connection  by 
rail  with  the  North-West.  But  at  that  time 
there  was  a  prejudice  against  connecting  with 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railway,  which  prevent- 
ed that  project  from  being  entertained.  We 
also  contended  that  the  proper  mode  of  con- 
structing the  road  was  to  commence  where  it 
could  be  built  in  the  easiest  manner,  and  where 
the  effect  of  commencing  that  work  would  be 
to  settle  the  North-West ;  and,  therefore,  we 
advocated  that  the  line  should  be  commenced 
at  Red  River,  and  built  westward.  Looking 
back  at  those  long  years  of  surveys  and  enor- 
mous expenditure,  I  believe  that  if  this  course 
had  been  adopted  we  would  have  had,  by  this 
time,  railway  communication  Half  way  to  the 
foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains . 

Hon.  Mr.  MACPHERSON— Hear,  hear. 
"Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— That  proposition  was 
not  entertained.  1  believe  that  my  hon. 
friend  and  I  stood  alone — to  use  an  Irishism 
—on  that  question,  and  the  sense  of  the  coun- 
try, exasperated  by  the  opposition  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railway,  was  entirely  opposed 
to  the  project.  I  believe  that  the  true  policy 
for  thee  un  try  and  for  Quebec,after  subsidising 
the  extension  of  the  Canada  Central  to  the 
point  south-easi  jof  Lake  Nipissing,  fixed  by 
the  Act  of  Parliament  as  the  terminus,  would 
be  to  continue  north  of  that  lake  to  Sault  Ste 
Marie,  where  it  could  secure  the  rapidly  de- 
veloping  tiade  of  the  North-West.  I  do  not 
rise  to  argue  the  qutstion  at  large,  but  merely 
to  state  my  opinion,  and  my  reasons  for  the 
course  I  shall  adopt  on  this  motion ;  and  I 
should  hope  that  some  arrangement  might  be 
made,  even  yet,  with  the  contractors  who  are 
constructing  this  road  under  a  contract  which 
the  late  Government  ought  never  to  have 
made,  to  transfer  the  enormous  expenditure 
inevitable  in  the  construction  of  the  line  to 
the  mouth  of  French  River,  to  extend  the  line 
to  Sault  Ste.  Marie  instead." 

These  are  the  sentiments  which  I  gave 
utterance  to  then,  and  which  I  repeated 
yesterday,  and,  therefore,  my  hon.  friend 
is  under  a  misapprehension  when  he  sup- 
poses that  I  did  not  express  these  views 
last  year,  as  well  as  a  great  many  years 
ago,  before  he  was  a  member  of  this 
Ohamlier. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— Last  year  I  did 
not  catch  the  remarks  which  have  just 
been  quoted  by  my  hon.  friend. 

The  subject  then  dh)ppeil. 

The  House  acyoumed  at  4.10  p.m. 


Hon.  Mr.  Dickey, 


THE  SENATE. 

WedtiesdaT/,  April  7th,  2880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THIRD  READINGS. 

The  following  Bills  were  read  the 
third  time  and  passed  : — 

Bill  (29)  "To  amend  the  Act  entitled 
an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Anchor 
Marine  Insurance  Comimny." — (Mr.  Ben- 
son.) 

Bill  (51)  "To  amend  the  Act  to  gr^pt 
additional  powers  to  the  Quebec  &  Gulf 
Ports  Steamship  (jompany." — (Mr.  Belle- 
rose  ) 

Bill  (33)  "To  amend  and  re-enact,  as 
amended,  the  Act  incoi^porating  the  Do- 
minion Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry of  Canada."— (Mr    Flint.) 

Bill  (35)  "  Respecting  the  Niagpira 
Grand  Island  Bridge  Company." — (M.r. 
Dickson.) 

Bill  (44)  "To provide  for  the  salaries  of 
two  additional  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  British  Columbia." — (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

THE  QUALIFICATION  OF  SENATORS. 
MOTION    POSTPONED. 

The  motion  having  been  called  for  the 
adoption  of  an  additional  rule  of  the 
Senate,  requiring  each  member  of  the 
Senate,  within  ten^  days  thereafter,  and 
subsequently  within  the  first  twenty 
days  of  the  firat  Session  of  each  Parlia- 
ment, to  make  and  file  with  the  Clerk  a 
renewed  declaration  of  his  "property 
qualification,*'  and  making  it  the  duty  of 
the  Clerk  to  lay  on  the  table  of  the 
House  a  list  of  those  members  who  have 
complied  with  such  rule, 

Hon.  Mr.  PELLETIER  said:  Oa 
Wednesday  of  last  week,  when  this  motion 
was  called,  the  leader  of  the  Government 
in  this  House  was  kind  enough,  at  my 
i-equest,  to  postpone  it  until  to-day.  I 
was  then  under  the  impression  that  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  'would  be  hero 
this  afternoon,  but,  by  a  telegram  from 
him,  I  find  he  will  not  be  here  until 
Friday.  As  this  is  a  very  important 
matter,  affecting  all  the  moml)ers  of  the 
House,  and  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
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lion  cannot  be  present   to-day,  I  would 

request  the  hon.  the  leader  of  the  House 

to  let  the  motion  stand  till  Friday  next. 

The  motion  was  postponed  accordingly. 

THE  PRINTING  OP  PARLIAMENT. 

SSYEKTH   REPORT   OF   THE   PRINTING  COM- 
MITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  ST^iPSON  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  the  seventh  report  of  tlie  Joint 
Committee  on  Printing. 

The  motion  was  agreed  t. . 

3TJILDING  SOCIETIES  RELIEF  BILL. 
IN    COMMITTEE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (F),  "  For  the  relief 
of  Permanent  Building  Societies  and 
lioan  Companies." 

On  the  third  clause, 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  asked  whether  the 
Bill  did  not  go  a  little  further  than  to 
relieve  those  companies  from  the  penalties 
provided  by  the  various  statutes  incor- 
porating them  for  neglecting  to  make 
and  forward  certaiA  statements  and  affi-* 
davits.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
this  clause  would  not  prevent  an  iiidi- 
vidual  who  might,  in  an  action  against 
him  by  a  society,  plead  their  neglect, 
from  putting  in  that  plea.  He  thought 
some  amendment  was  necessary. 

Hon.  Mr.  ATKINS  said  that  an  indi- 
vidual in  that  case  might  call  the 
attention  of  the  Minister  of  Justice 
or  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  the  fact, 
and  in  that  way  see  that  the  provisions 
of  the  law  were  fully  complied  with. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  asked  whether  it 
would  not  be  as  well  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment, such  as  he  had  suggested  1 

Hon.    Mr.    AIKINS  did  not   think 
there  was  any  necessity  for  it. 
The  clause  was  agree  i  to. 

On  sub-section  F,  5  th  clause, 
Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  moved  that  the  sub- 
section be  amended  by  striking  out  all 
the  words  after  "  upon  it,"  and  insertiag 
the  following  : — **  the  mortgage  money 
due  thereon  collected  by  foreclosure  of 
mortgage,  or  sale  of  mortgage  property." 
'Qie  clause  would  then  read  as  follows  : — 
*'  The  number  and  aggregate  amount  of 
Han.  Mr.  Pelletier. 


mortgages  upon  it,  etc."  He  said  the* 
words  "  compulsory  proceedings  "  were- 
very  indefinite.  Some  persons  imagined' 
that  if  a  lawyer  sent  a  letter  demanding 
payment  it  was  a  compulsory  proceed- . 
ing.  He  wished  to  have  the  definition 
so  clear  that  everybody  could  understand' 
the  meaning  of  the  sub-section. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKTNS  contended  that^ 
the  amendment  went  further  than  was 
intended  by  the  sub-section.  He  did  not- 
think  the  language  of  the  clause  could  be^ 
improved,  and  he  was  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  wished  to  know 
what  the  words  **  compulsory  proceed- 
ings "  meant  1 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  in  the  foreclosure  of  a  mort- 
gage the  initiatory  steps  would  be  com- 
pulsory proceedings. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  thought  it  would 
be  well  to  define  the  meaning  of  t!  e 
clause  more  clearly,  especially  for  the 
sake  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  to 
make  out  the  returns. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  said  the  object  of 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Hamilton  seemed 
to  him  to  be  this  :  he  (Mr.  Hope)  did 
not  wish  to  have  comprised  in  these 
returns,  cases  whera  parties  had  been 
written  to  by  a  lawyer,  and  who  had,  in 
consequence,  paid  up.  Such  a  case 
might  be  construed,  by  some,  to  come 
under  the  head  of  compulsoty  proceed- 
ings. He  (Mr.  Allan)  was  qnite  bitis- 
fied  with  the  clause  as  it  stood,  but 
could  see  no  great  objection  to  making 
it  clearer. 

Hen.  Mr.  McMASTER  said  that 
considerable  sums  were  frequently 
brought  in  by  lawyers'  lettei-s, 
and  it  did  not  seem  quite  fair 
to  include*' such  sums  in  the  returns. 
He  thought  it  would  be  well  to  confine  it 
to  amounts  realized  by  foreclosure  or 
judgment,  or  sale  of  the  property. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  thought 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  adopt  any 
other  language  than  the  words  used. 
Compulsory  proceedings  might  be  of 
different  kinds.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  phrase  was  a  happy  one,  and  there^ 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  understanding  it. 
This  was  the  phrase  used   in  a  similar 
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bill  in  Ontario,  and  if  other  language 
\rere  om ployed  in  this  clause  it  might 
result  in  different  returns  being  sent  in 
to  different  legislatures. 

The  amendment  wjis  declared  lost  on  a 
division,  and  the  subsection  was  agreed 
to. 

On  sub-section  "  G "  of  the  same 
clause,  which  was  as  follows  : — 

*'  (^.)  The  present  cash  value  of  the  5^0- 
<iety'8  investments  on  mortgages  and  other 
securities,  and  the  rato  or  rates  per  cent  at 
which  the  future  repayments  are  discounted 
in  ascertaining  such  present  cash  value 
which  rate  or  rates  shall  be  at  least  equal  to 
the  rate  or  rates  which  such  mortgages  or 
other  securities  respectively  bear,  or  were 
43riginally  calculated  to  yield." 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  moved  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  words  **  such  present  cash 
value."  He  said  that  the  latter  part  of 
the  clause  was  taken  from  the  Ontario 
Statute  ;  he  did  not  see  that  this  Parlia- 
ment was  bound  to  follow  the  acts  of  the 
local  legislatures.  He  contended  that 
the  c(  iiiiumies  should  be  required  to 
state  ilir-  exact  figures  at  which  the 
inortgiiLT^^  was  discounted  :  let  them 
value  their  securities  and  state  the 
value. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  he  did  net 
know  a  better  way  to  value  the  securi- 
ties than  according  to  the  rate  of 
interest  they  were  bearing. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  said  these  com- 
panies had  borrowed  very  large  sums  of 
money  on  their  debentures,  and  thought 
it  was  well  that  the  public  should  know 
how  their  securities  are  valued.  He 
hoped  the  hon.  the  Secretary  of  State 
would  accept  the  amendment 

After  some  discussion,  the  amend- 
ment was  declared  lost,  and  the  sub- 
section agi'eed  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  that  he  had 
an  amendment  to  propose  to  clause  8, 
and  he  therefore  asked  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE,  from  the 
Committee,  reported  that  they  had  made 
some  progress  with  the  Bill,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Bill  (21)  "  To  empower  the  Stadacona 
yire  and  Life   Insurance   Company    to 
Hon.  Sir  Alex,  Campbell. 


relinquislv their  charter,  and  to  provide 
for  the  winding  up  of  their  affairs." — 
(Mr.  Pelletier.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  4. 10  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Thursday,  April  Sth,  18S0. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

MONTREAL  HARBOR  COMMISSIONERS. 
'     MOTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  GUEVREMONT  moved : 
«  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  pray- 
ing that  His  Exdellency  will  be  pleased  to 
cause  to  he  transmitted  to  this  House  a  copy 
of  the  petition  of  certain  inhahitants  of  the 
Town  of  Sorel,  recently  presented  to  His 
Excellency,  complaining  of  the  arbitrary  and 
unjust  conduct  of  certain  persons  employed 
hy,  and  under  the  control  of,  the  Harbor  Com- 
missioners of  Montreal,  and  praying  that  an 
inquiry  into  the  subject  of  the  said  complaint 
be  held  in  Sorel,  at  which  evidence  in  rela* 
tion  thereto  may  be  taken  on  oath,  and  that 
justice  may  be  done  hetween  the  parties  con- 
cerned, in  the  public  interest." 

He  said  (in  French)  :  In  1877  I  brought 
up  this  subject,  on  a  motion  for  certain 
documents,  which  were  afterwards  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  dismissal 
of  Pierre  Cot^,  Pierre  Charbonneau  and 
others,  at  Sorel,  by  the  Montreal  Harbor 
Commissioners,  through  their  officers. 
The  Committee  consisted  of  seven  mem- 
bers of  this  Chamber,  and,  after  exam- 
ining several  witnesses,  reported  as 
follows ; — 

«  The  session  being  on  the  point  of  termi- 
nating,  and  the  time  necessary  for  completing 
the  inquiry  commenced  being  insufficient, 
your  Committee  has  thought  it  right  to  sus- 
pend the  examination  of  witnesses  for  the 
present  session." 

Since  that  time,  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  Harbor  Commission,  but  nothing 
has  been  done  to  redress  the  grievances 
which  I  explained  to  the  Senate  in  1877. 
The  consequence  has  been  ihat  these 
same  citizens  of  Sorel  and  a  number  of 
othera  have  petitioned  for  another  inves- 
tigation. I  ask  the  Government  to  pro- 
duce that  petition ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
I  would  ivquest  them  t^  grant  the  prayer 
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of  these  citizr^ns  of  Sorel,  in  order  that  it 
may  not  bj  necessary  for  them  to  appeal 
to  Parliament  again.  In  1877,  when  I 
brought  this  subject  before  the  Senate, 
we  were  told  by  these  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners that  we  had  no  right  to  interfere 
in  the  management  of  their  works  or  to 
question  the  manner  in  which  they  ex- 
pended the  money  entrusted  to  them.  If 
they  are  beyond  the  control  of  Parliament, 
tbey'are  more  independent  than  Parliament 
itself.  The  Harbor  Commissioners  collect 
considerable  sums  of  money  from  the 
public  of  Soi^l  and  other  places.  Large 
quantities  of  wood  ai-e  brought  down  in 
lx)at8,  and  on  this  wood  a  toll  of  six 
cents  per  cord  is  levied,  besides  the 
charges  on  the  tonnage  of  the  vessels  in 
which  it  is  carried.  It  seems  unreason- 
able, under  such  circumstances,  that  no 
investigation  into  the  manner  in  which 
that  money  is  disposed  of,  is  possible.  If 
the  (Government  have  no  control  over 
these  Commissioners,  and  believe  that 
injustice  has  been  done  to  these  people 
at  Sorel  and  other  places,  it  is  high  time 
that  they  should  assume  the  management 
of  these  works,  which  are  now  controlled 
by  the  Commissioners  at  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  for  the  protection  of  the  pub- 
He  One  of  the  witnesses  examined 
before  the  Committee,  in  1877,  was  Capt. 
Charles  Armstrong,  who,  for  a  number 
of  years,  from  1857  to  1865,  worked  for 
the  Harbor  Commissioners.  In  his  evi- 
dence, he  says  : — 

*'Pi^e  Gharbonneau  always  did  his  duty 
well,  and  I  never  had  any  fault  to  find  with 
him.  •  •  ♦  No  accidents  hap- 
pened to  him,  to  my  knowledge;  I  never 
knew  of  a  diver  being  employed  for  Ghar- 
bonneau. In  1876, 1  heard  it  said  that  it  had 
been  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  a  diver  for 
another  dredge  commanded  by  Dunbar.  The 
first  times,  that  is  to  say  from  1857  to  1868, 
I  was  never  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a 
diver.  The  captain  of  the  dredge,  and  the 
engineer  always  fished  up  the  backets  when 
they  fell  out  of  the  frame." 

The  petitioners  allege  that  these  men 
were  dismissed,  and  replaced  by  others, 
who  were  not  competent.  Through  their 
inexperience,  the  buckets  soon  got  out  of 
order,  and  the  repairs,  which  should 
have  been  executed  in  a  few  hours,  occu- 
pied some  four  or  five  weeks,  during 
which  time  the  dredge  was  idle,  and 
heavy  expense  was  incurred.  I  think  it 
win*  be  found,  when  the  petition  is 
brought  down,  that  the  case  is  one  which 
Hon,  Mr,  Gvev7*€monL 


demands  investigation,  and  tlie  mode 
which  I  suggest  is  the  one  which  will 
involve  the  least  expense,  and  be  most 
satisfacfcoiy. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE— Having 
been  a  member  of  the  Committee  to  wliicli 
my  hon.  friend  refers,  I  may  say  that  the 
session  was  near  its  close  when  it  was  ap- 
pointed, and  we  could  not,  therefore,  take 
the  whole  of  the  evidence  that  the  parties 
interested  were  prepared  to  submit,  and 
we  were  obliged,  consequently,  to  make 
the  report  which  has  just  been  read  ; 
but,  while  the  evidence  was  not  complete, 
it  was  sufficient  to  shew  that  those  who 
made  the  complaint  had  good  reasons  for 
doing  so.  According  to  rumor,  there  is 
sufficient  to  make  out  a  good  case  against 
the  late  Harbor  Commis.sioner8  of  Mon- 
treal. If  I  merely  stated  the  facta  of 
the  way  in  which  these  commissioners 
acted  when  the  first  locoj.iotives  for  the 
North  Shore  Railway  had  to  pass 
through  Montreal,  the  House  would  have 
an  illustration  oi  the  manner  in  which 
these  gentleman  used  to  act  towards  the 
public.  If  I  am  well  informed,  it  is  not 
long  since  some  eniploi/es  of  that  Com- 
mission treated  the  Mayor  of  Montreal 
in  a  manner  that  would  not  be  tolerated 
by  that  Board  if  they  understood  their 
responsibilities  to  the  public.  Therefore, 
when,  for  a  second  time,  the  citizens  of 
Sorel  prefer  complaints  against  the  Har- 
bor Commissionei's,  and  ask  that  au 
inquiry  be  made,  I  think  the  Grovern- 
ment  ought  to  do  the  best  they  can  to 
give  these  complainants  an  opportunity 
to  establish  the  truth  of  what 
they  allege,  and  of  •  many  other 
charges,  I  suppose,  which  are  not 
mentioned  in  their  petition.  I  hope  that 
the  Government  will  see  their  way  to 
bringing  down  the  papers  asked  for,  and 
comply  with  the  request  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  has  moved  for  them  by 
taking  steps  towards  appointing  a  com- 
mission to  investigate  the  matter.  Instesul 
of  bringing  witnesses  all  the  way  to 
Ottawa  to  give  evidence  before  a  com- 
mittee, I  think  it  would  be  better  and 
less  expensive  if  a  commissioner  who 
would  have  the  confidence  of  all  parties 
were  appointed  to  go  to  Sorel  to  hear  the 
evidence,  and  report  the  matter  at  once 
with  his  opinion  and  suggestions. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL -The 
question  which  has  been  brought  under 
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the  notice  of  the  House  by  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Sorel  is  one  to  whicli  he 
called  attention  here  in  1877  and  a  com- 
mittee was  then  appointed  to  take  evi- 
dence. A  good  deal  of  testimony  was 
given,  but  no  decision  was  arrived  at, 
because  the  inquiry  had  been  commenced 
so  late  that  it  could  not  be  concluded 
before  the  close  of  the  session.  The 
hon.  gentleman  complains  that  certain 
citizens  of  Sorel  have  been  unjustly 
treated  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners  of 
Montreal ;  but  he  must  remember  that 
they  are  an  independent  body,  not  par- 
ticularly under  the  control  of  th^  Gov- 
<emment,  although  the  Government  is 
represented  upon  the  Board.  The  Har- 
bor Commission  is  the  creature  of  an 
act  of  Parliament,  and  has  rights  and 
responsibilities  of  its  own,  and  cannot 
be  considered,  in  any  way,  as  a  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  so  that  we 
•cannot  deal  with  it  in  that  sense. 
Certain  inhabitants  of  Sorel,  through  my 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Gu6vremont),  who  has 
brought  this  matter  very  earnestly  before 
this  House  on  several  occasions,  think 
that  they  have  been  unjustly  treated  by 
the  late  Harbor  Commissioners.  My 
hon.  fiiend  suggests  that  the  inquiry 
which  was  commenced  in  1877,  should 
be  renewed,  not  before  this  House, 
l)ecause  of  the  expense  of  such  an  inquiry, 
but  before  a  commissioner,  who  should 
proceed  to  Sorel  and  take  evidence  there. 
The  hon.  gentleman  did  me  the  honor  to 
come  to  me  privately,  and  I  suggested 
to  him  that  he  should  see  the  Minister  of 
Public  Works,  and,  afterwards,  the  Min- 
ister of  Marine  and  Fisheries  on  the  sub- 
ject Whether  he  did  so  or  not,  I  am 
not  aware,  but  a  commission  could  not 
be  appointed  to  proceed  to  Sorel  except 
under  the  power  which  the  Crovemment 
has  to  appoint  a  Koyal  Commission. 
That  involves  a  considerable  degree 
'of  expense,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  such  a  commission,  even  if  it  were 
thought  desirable  to  create  it,  could  do 
anything,  even  though  its  decisions 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  petitioners.  The 
Government  could  not  displace  the  Har- 
bor Commissioners,  and  could  not  compel 
them  to  restore  the  men  whom  they  are 
Accused  of  unjustly  dismissing.  I  am 
Ainable,  therefore,  to  give  my  hon.  friend 
any  distinct  or  satisfactory  assurance  with 
Inference  to  the  future,  or  the  appoint- 
Hon.  Sir  Alex,  Campbell. 


ment  of  a  commission.  The  papers  for 
which  he  has  asked  will  be  brought  down, 
and,  if  I  can  assist  him  in  taking  any- 
other  step  in  the  cause  he  has  so  much  at 
heart,  and  the  justice  of  which  he,  no 
doubt,  feels,  I  shall  b^  happy  to  do  so. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— The  charges 
contained  in  the  petition  referred  to  by 
my  hon.  friend  from  Sorel  (Mr.  Guevre- 
mont)  ai*e  of  such  a  serious  character 
that  I  do  not  think  any  member  of  this 
House  can  regard  them  with  indiSerence. 
They  come  at  a  time  when  public  opinion 
is  awakened  to  the  necessity  of  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawi*ence 
by  lessening  the  charges  imposed  on  ves- 
sels. It  is  a  singular  fact  that  there  are 
corporations  in  this  country  like  the 
Harbor  Commissioners,  who  have  iu 
their  hands  the  management  of  very- 
important  matters,  and  who  control  the 
expenditure  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  every  year,  who  have  ex- 
pended millions  and  millions  of  dollars 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  and  yet 
who  are  entirely  beyond  the  control  of 
Parliament.  The  hon.  the  Minister  of 
Militia  has  remarked,  and,  I  think, 
properly,  that  the  Harbor  Commission 
is  a  qiuisi  independent  body,  and 
the  hon.  gentleman  went  so  far  as  to 
say  that,  even  in  case  a  Royal  Commission 
should  be  appointed,  and,  after  inquiry, 
some  charge  of  a  very  grave  nature 
should  be  established  against  the  Harbor 
Commissioners,  the  Government  would 
be  entirely  powerless  to  provide  a  remedy. 
Such  a  state  of  things  suggests  at  once 
the  necessity  for,  if  not  a  change  of  the 
system,  at  least  an  examination  of  tbe 
question  to  ascertain  whether  the  time 
has  not  arrived  for  such  a  change. 
Neither  the  Dominion  nor  any  of  the 
Provincial  Governments  can  spend  a 
single  cent  without  having  the  money 
voted  by  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  afterwards  accounting  for  its  expen- 
diture ;  but  these  Harbor  Commissioners 
can  expend  the  money  entrusted  to  them 
as  they  like,  and  are  only  required  to  send 
in  an  annual  reiK)rt  to  the  Marine 
and  Fisheries  Department  of  their 
operations  when  they  arei  finished.  One 
of  the  most  important  elements  of  the 
prosperity  of  Canada,  is  the  navigation 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  afibrds  the 
best  route  for  the  traffic  from  the  west  to 
the   beaboard.     To   improve   that    navi- 
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gation   we    have    spent    n)any   millions 
of  dollai^,  yet  we   see  the   fruits  of  all 
oar  efforts   for  thirty  years   to   improve 
our   advantages  are   nearly  lost  to  the 
Dominion,  because  of  the  excessive  tolls 
imposed   upon   the   navigation    by  that 
route,   chiefly  in   the  port  of  Montreal. 
The    effect   is    to   discriminate    against 
Montreal  in  favor  of  the  Harbor  of  New 
York.     Only  a   few  days  ago   an  impor- 
tant deputation  waited   upon  the  Minis- 
ter of  Railways  and  Canals,  and,  I  believe, 
met  the  Goverament  as  a  whole,  to  shew 
the  necessity  of  modifying  these  extrava- 
gant charges,  or  of  abolishing  them  alto- 
gether.    S"ow,  I  ask  why  are  those  tolls 
levied  1     Is  it  not  the  result  of  large  ex- 
penditures by  the  Harbor  Commissioners? 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  money 
has  been   to  a  very  large  extent  impro- 
perly expended,   but  there  is  a  general 
feeling  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  that, 
in   the  past,  the   Harbor  Commissioners 
have   not  conducted   their  work   in  an 
economical     and     profitable      way.      I 
have    received  a    long    letter    from   an 
old      mariner      who     belongs     to     the 
District    of    Three     Rivers,    and    who 
has  great  experience  in  all  these  matters 
I  happened   to   meet   him  a  few  months 
ago,  and.  speaking  upon  this  question, 
he  seemed  to  be  so  well   informed   upon 
the  matter,  that  I   invited  him   to  give 
me  his  views  in  i*espect  to  it.     I  intended 
to    have  this  letter,   which  I   consider 
an  important  one,  coming  as  it  does  from 
a  practical  man,  translated  into  English. 
This  gentleman,  who  has  retired  from  ac- 
tive business,    has  nothing  at  heart  but 
the  interest  of  his    country.     He    has 
shewn  me,  in  the  clearest  manner  pos- 
sible,   that,      not      only     hundreds   of 
thousands,   but  millions  of  dollar^  have 
been  wasted  in  the  works  conducted  by 
the   Harbor  Commissioners.     A  gentle- 
man who  was   prominent   for  his  great 
ability    and    his   devotion  to  the  public 
interest,   but    whose     views    were    not 
shared  by  the  great  majority  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Montreal,   had  for  many 
years  the  direction  of  the  works  executed 
in  the  Harbor  of  Monti^eal.     His  views 
have  been  carried  ont  in  spite  of  the  op- 
position  of  many   gentlemen/  quite  as 
competent  (in  my  opinion,  more  so)  to 
oonstnict    these    works    properly.     The 
gentleman  whose  letter  I  have  before  me 
.states  that,  in  consequence  of  the  course 
Hon.  Mr.  TrucUL 


pursued     against    the    wishes    of      the 
majority    of    the    people    Interested    in 
the    navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  a 
larg9  amount  of  money  has  been  wasted 
in  three   or  four  parts   of  the   river  be- 
tween Montreal  and  Quebec,  in  cutting  a 
channel    through   rock  when  a  natural 
channel    existed    a   few  acres  from  the 
spot  where  the  money  was  so  wasted,  and 
that  expenditure  was  made  in  spite  of 
the  protestations  of  those   interested  in 
the  navigation   of  the  river  between  the 
cities  mentioned.     He  says  that  Captain 
Vaughan,     a    civil     engineer    of    very 
great    ability,    was    brought   out    from 
England    in    1852,  to  make   certain  im- 
provements in  Lake  St.  Peter.     He  be- 
gan to  improve  the  natural  channel,  and 
had    cut   through   some   shoals,    when, 
after    work  had     been     going    on    for 
two  yeara  under  his  direction,  and  some 
?400,000  or  more  had  been  expended,  the 
views  of  theopposite  parties  prevailed,  and 
the  plan  of  CJaptain  Vausjhan  Wivs  aban- 
doned on  the  ground  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  open  a  channel  in  that  way.     An- 
other channel   was  commenced    on  the 
north  side  of  the  lake.     Two  or  three 
years  ago  it  was  found,  when  an  explora- 
tion was  made  by  some  of  the  Harbor 
Commissioners,  that  the  natural  channel 
which  Captain  Vaughan  was  following 
averaged  twenty  feet  of  water,  and  would 
be,   after  cutting  through   some  shoals, 
almost  equal  to  the  one  which  has  been 
cut  at  a  cost  of  millions  of  dollars.     A 
similar  waste  of  money  occurred  at  places 
called  Cap  Charles,  Cap  a  la  Roche,  and 
some  other  localities.     If  this  statement 
is  true,  as  I  believe  it  is,  1  contend  that 
such  important  works  should  not  be  left 
to  men  to  whom  the  duty  of  conducting 
them  pro|>erly  is  of  secondary  importance. 
I  bring  no  charges  against  the  present 
Harbor  Commissioners  or  their  predeces- 
sors.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  acquainted 
with  most  of  them,  and  I  know  that  they 
are   men   of  high   character  and    great 
ability,  and  are  devoted  to  the  public 
interest ;  but  they  have  to  attend  to  their 
business  affairs  first,  and  then  they  meet 
from  time  to  time  to  direct  the  manage- 
ment of  works  under  their  control.     1 1 
can  readily  be  seen  that,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances,   the   Commissioners  cannot 
control  the  works  so  well  as  the  Deputy 
Minister  of  Public  Works  or  the  Chief 
Engineer    of    that    Department    could. 
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Then,  is  there  not  strong  reason  to  believe 
that  the  pi^esent  system  is  defective  and 
should  be  changed,  and  that  all  important 
works  of  this  character  should  be  under 
the  control  of  the  Public  Woiks  Depart- 
ment] As  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has 
brought  this  subject  before  the  House 
has  stated  (and  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  accuracy  of  his  statement), 
when  last  year  he  moved  a  similar  reso- 
lution, some  members  of  the  Harbor 
Commission  inquired  what  business  any 
member  of  the  Senate  had  to  investigate 
the  management  of  their  works  1  That 
certainly  was  a  strange  question.  These 
Commissioners  expend  millions  of  dollars 
of  the  public  money,  and  yet  we  are  told 
that  the  Parliament  of  the  Dominion  has 
no  right  to  inquire  how  that  money  is 
expended.  It  may  be  u  apleasant  to  them 
to  hear  their  management  criticised,  but 
they  should  remember  that  all  who  have 
the  direction  of  public  business  are  Tiub- 
ject  to  such  severe  public  criticism.  The 
fact  is,  these  works  are  not,  properly 
speaking,  prosecuted  under  the  direction 
of  the  Harbor  Commissioners  themselves. 
They  are  controlled  by  two  or  three  offi- 
cers (especially  the  engineer  in  chief), 
who  do  as  they  like.  If  members  of  the 
Board  should  attempt  to  criticize  any 
engineering  work,  those  officials  would 
answer  :  "  You  are  not  civil  engineers, 
and  you  know  nothing  about  the  ques- 
tion.'' I  have  been  informed  that  last 
year  a  dredge  was  employed  in  some 
parts  of  the  river  for  weeks  and  months, 
at  a  work  which,  in  the  first  place,  was 
of  no  utility  whatever,  and  which,  in  the 
second  place,  was  improperly  executed. 
It  has  been  stated  in  the  newspapers  in 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  that  men  have 
been  managing  certain  works  on  Lake 
St.  Peter  who  know  nothing  at  all  about 
such  matters.  I  have  already  alluded  to 
the  extraordinary  charges  imposed  by 
the  Harbor  Commissioners  of  Montreal, 
on  the  traffic  descending  the  St.  Law- 
i^nce  Biver.  In  one  sense,  we  cannot 
find  fault  with  them,  because  they  have 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  money  ex- 
j)ended,  but  an  article  was  published  in  a 
a  newspaper  last  summer,  in  which  some 
figures  wei-e  given  in  support  of  the 
necessity  of  imposing  such  heavy  charges. 
The  artiole  in  question  was  written  from 
a  political  point  of  view,  but  as 
the  paper  gave  figures,  I  think 
Hon.  Mr,  Trudd, 


those  figures  speak  for  themselves.. 
It  is  shewn  in  this  paper  that,  by  the 
change  of  Government  in  1873,  the 
expenses  of  th«  Harbor  Commission  were 
increased  by  $11,200  a  year.  Under  the 
Conservative  Government  in  1872  the 
President  of  the  Harbor  Commission  was 
the  late  Mr.  Delisle,  a  very  competent 
man,  who  received  no  salaiy.  Mr.  Neish 
was  the  only  engineer  for  the  Commission, 
at  a  salary  of  82,600  a  year.  After  the 
change  of  Government  in  1873,  Mr. 
Delisle  was  dismissed  with  some  others, 
and  other  commissioners  were  appointed 
in  their  stead,  Mr.  Delisle's  successor 
receiving  a  salary  of  $2,000  a  year. 
Subsequently,  Mr.  Neish  was  dismissed 
by  the  Harbor  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Mackenzie  Government,  without  any 
charge,  at  least  that  I  am  aware  of,  having 
been  brought  against  him,  though  he  was 
a  very  competent  engineer  and  a  man 
whose  integiity  could  not  be  questioned. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  at  a 
salary  of  $5,000,  and  two  assistants  and 
a  secretary  were  appointed,  further  in- 
creasing the  expense  of  the  office  by 
$4,500  a  year.  Mr.  Neish  had  no  assis- 
tants, but  pei-formed  all  the  work  of  his 
office  alone,  while  Mr.  Kennedy,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  two  assistants,  had  a  secre- 
tary. Previous  to  1873  the  Commis- 
sioners received  no  pay  for  their  attend- 
ance, but  after  1873  they  received  five 
dollars  each  per  sitting,  which  added  to 
the  expenditure  about  $  1 ,800  a  year.  In 
addition  to  the  large  salary  paid  to  Mr. 
Kennedy,  the  same  authority  states  that 
a  carriage  is  provided  for  his  use  at  a  cost 
of  about  $500  a  year,  making  a  total 
increase  in  the  expense  of  the  engineer's 
department  of  some  $11,200,  from  which 
should  be  deducted,  of  course,  the  salary 
of  the  President  and  the  fee  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

Hon.  Mr.  PELLETIER— Who  pixys 
for  that  1 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL-I  think  it  is  the 
ti-ade  of  the  port  of  Montreal — the  vessels 
— and  hon.  gentlemen  will  see  that,  when 
this  $11,200  is  distributed  in  the  form  of 
increased  harbor  dues  on  vessels  coming 
into  that  port,  its  tendency  is  to  depreci- 
ate the  advantages  of  our  great  national 
water-way,  and  send  the  trade  that  should 
come  to  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  port  of 
New  York.      My   intention   is   not  to 
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biing  charges  against  anyone,  but  I  speak 
of  the  facts  as  I  find  them  published  in 
the  Courier  of  Montreal  of  the  9th  of 
June,  1879.  This  paper  is  largely  circu- 
lated ill  Montreal,  and  1  am  not  aware 
that  its  statements  on  this  subject  have 
been  questioned  or  denied — in  fact,  I 
have  heard  them  confirmed  by  other 
parties.  The  Government  of  the  Domin- 
ion are  now  making  large  improvements 
on  the  Lachine  Canal,  and  engineers  are 
employed  there.  Would  it  not  be  a  great 
savins:  of  expense  if  the  Montreal  Harbor 
works  were  all  under  the  control  of  one 
officer,  who  would  be  res|K)nsible  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  or  a  special 
Department,  if  the  Government  should 
think  fit  to  create  one,  presided  over  by 
a  minister  who  would  be  responsible  to 
Parliament  1  One  engineer  could  manage 
the  whole  thing,  instead  of  having  the 
present  expensive  staff  for  the  Harbor 
Commission  and  another  for  the  Lachine 
Canal.  There  are  a  great  many  other 
facts  which  might  be  brought  before  the 
House,  which  would  shew  the  necessity 
that  exists  for  the  Government  and  Par- 
liament to  examine  carefully  into  this 
matter  and  see  whether  a  great  many  of 
the  difficulties  which  have  arisen,  and 
which  bear  so  heavily  on  the  navigation 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  could  not  be  ob- 
viated. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— If  the  discussion 
had  turned  simply  on  the  motion  before 
the  House,  I  should  have  said  nothing 
on  the  present  occasion,  as  I  think  the 
Government  and  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Sorel,  will  be  able  to  settle  that 
matter  between  themselves  without  any 
intervention  on  mv  part.  But  after 
what  has  been  said  by  other  hon.  gentle- 
men, as  a  representative  of  Montreal,  it 
devolves  upon  me  to  reply  to  some  of 
their  remarks.  First  of  all*  as  to  the 
character  of  the  Harbor  Commission. 
Daring  all  the  time  I  hare  lived  in  Mon- 
treal the  majority  on  the  Harbor  Board 
were  gentlemen  who  have  not  been  poli- 
tically in  harmony  with  myself,  but  the 
members  of  that  Commission  have  always 
been,  I  believe,  animated  with  intelli- 
gence, ent^rpiiso  and  a  just  spirit  of 
patriotism ;  and  I  believe  no  public  work 
in  the  country  has  been  carried  on  so 
cheaply  and  so  well  as  the  deepening  of 
the  channel  in  Lak«  St.  Peter,  and  other 
improvements  made  by  tlie  Harbor  Com- 
Jffan.  Mr.  Trudel 


mission.  Of  late  years  the  Harbor 
Board  has  nob  been  a  nominative  body, 
but  its  members  have  been  chosen  from 
amongst  those  who  have  the  most  direct 
interest  in  the  trade  of  the  country. 
Could  anybody  have  more  direct  interest 
in  the  reduction  of  the  charges  upon 
vessels  coming  to  the  port  of  Montreal 
than  the  merchants  and  ship  owners  of  * 
that  city,  and  the  gentlemen  engaged  in 
the  grain  trade  1  All  these  interests  are 
represented  on  the  Board.  Take  for 
instance  the  great  house  of  Allan  &  Co. 
They  are  not  political  friends  of  mine, 
but  they  are  gentlemen  largely  interested 
in  the  trade  of  the  port,  and  in  keeping 
down  the  harbor  charges,  and  one  of 
them  has  always  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  ever  since  the  elective  system 
came  into  operation.  If  these  gentlemen 
aie  not  interested  in  keeping  down  the 
charges,  I  should  like  to  know  if  the  per- 
sons in  Sorel  who  have  signed  this  petition, 
and  who  do  not  own  a  vessel  amongst 
them,  would  be  likely  to  be  sol  I  do 
not  think  if  the  work  were  done  by 
members  of  the  Board,  it  would  be 
done  very  much  better.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  DeSalabeiTy  has  alluded  to 
the  late  Chairman  of  the  Harbor  Com- 
mission, a  gentleman  who  enjoyed  the 
respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  The  hon.  • 
gentleman  (Mr.  Trudel)  has  stated  that 
Mr.  Young's  plan  did  not  meet  the 
views  of  the  public,  generally.  I  believe 
that  is  quite  true  with  respect  to  some 
of  them.  For  instance,  he  had  a  project 
for  enlarging  the  harbor,  which  was 
probably  in  advance  of  the  times.  That 
project  was  opposed  by  the  gentleman 
who  preceded  him  as  Chairman  of  the 
Harbor  Commission,  but  plans  actually 
undertaken,  were  subsequently  carrieil 
out  by  Mr.  Delisle  and  his  colleagues, 
while  the  extension  of  the  hatbor,  in 
the  way  proposed  by  Mr.  Young,  was 
never  undertaken.  Captain  Vaughan, 
who  has  been  mentioned  by  the  mem- 
ber for  DeSalaberry,  was,  in  his  way, 
probably  an  able  man,  but  he  was  not 
the  engineer  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  DeSalaberry  represents  him  to 
hftve  been.  He  had,  if  I  recollect 
rightly,  been  a  lighthouse  keeper,  ^at 
any  rate  he  was  far  from  bein.^ 
an  authority  on  engineering.  Still, 
there  were  authorities  who  took 
the     same     view      chat     it     was     sajd 
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he  took,  and,  on  their  recommendation, 
the  Government  of  that  daj  undertook 
to  deepen  the  channel  of  Lake  St.  Peter. 
Thej  spent,  some  §400,000.  the  hon. 
gentleman  says,  but  I  think  it  was 
£70,000,  as  we  counted  in  those  days,  in 
digging  at  this  channel,  and,  after  the 
money  was  all  expended,  tlie  work  was 
abandoned.  The  money  was  just  put 
into  the  river  and  there  it  lay.  Amongst 
those  who  then  professed  to  know  the 
river  was  Captain  Armstrong,  Mr. 
David  Armstrong,  for  many  years  a 
member  of  that  House,  Mr.  Yoang,  and 
fiome  other  gentlemen.  They  undertook 
to  do,  not  something  abnormal,  as  the 
h'on.  gentleman  (Mr.  Trudel)  describes  it, 
and  which  the  first  scheme  really  was,  as 
it  consisted  in  a  straight  cut 
through  all  obstructions,  but  to  excavate 
the  natural  channel.  They  obtained 
from  the  Grovemment  of  that  day— a 
Conservative  Government,  I  think — the 
necessary  powers  to  carry  out  their  pro- 
ject, and  the  consequence  is,  instead  of 
seeing  to-day  vessels  of  300  to  350  tons 
coming  to  the  port  of  Montreal,  drawing 
only  about  seven  feet  of  water,  we  have 
vessels  of  2,000  tons  unloading  at '  our 
wharves.  It  is  quite  true  thas  this  has 
cost  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  very 
heavy  charges  have  to  be  imposed  upon 
the  trade,  but,  without  this  expenditure, 
these  vessels  could  never  have  come 
thereat  all.  The  question  is  whether  it 
is  better  for  them  to  come  there,  even  if 
they  have  to  pay  the  tolls,  or  to  be  unable 
to  get  there  at  all  for  want  of  a  channel. 
These  remarks  apply,  I  think,  to  the 
main  points  of  what  has  been  said  by  the 
hon.  gentleman,  but  if  notice  had  been 
given  that  this  motion  was  to  embrace 
so  large  a  number  of  topics,  I  have  no 
doubt  a  great  deal  more  information 
would  have  been  given  on  the  subject. 
The  hon.  gentleman  says  that,  after  Mr. 
JJelisle's  time,  there  was  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  expenditure  ;  amongst 
the  rest  there  was  a  salary  paid  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  and  fees  to  the 
Commissioners.  That  is  quite  true,  but  it 
is  equally  true  that  if  Mr.  Delisle  had 
remained  in  office,  the  same  thing  would 
have  occurred,  as  it  is  very  well  known 
to  everybody  that  he  was  to  have  had  a 
salary,  and  the  other  gentlemen  were  to 
have  fees  for  attendance.  And  it  was 
.quite  right  that  it  should  be  so.  Mr. 
Hon,  Mr,  Tenny* 


Young  worked  for  a  great  many  years 
with  an  earnestness  and  singleness  of 
purpose  more  hours  in  the  week  than 
many  persons  devote  to  their  own  busi- 
ness, and  during  that  time  he  received 
no  remuneration  whatever  for  his  ser- 
vices. It  was  intended,  however,  that 
Mr.  Delisle,  who  had  only  served  a  few 
years,  should  have  his  salary,  and  when 
he  was  removed,  and  Mr.  Youog  took 
his  place,  ho  only  got  what  Mr.  Deliale 
was  to  have  had,  and  what  he  was  fully 
entitled  to.  As  to  the  question  of  engi- 
neers, it  Ls  very  difficult  for  any  hon.  gen- 
tleman here  to  say  why  one  man  should 
be  dismissed,  and  why  another  should  be 
taken  in  his  place ;  but  I  think 
if  I  understood  the  matter  rightly 
at  the  time,  it  was  that  Mr. 
Kennedy  was  a  gentleman  who  was 
specially  adapted,  from  previous  experi- 
ence, for  the  position,  and  that  it  was 
thought  Mr.  Neish  did  not  possess  all 
the  qualifications  that  were  necessary  for 
the  business.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  any- 
thing against  Mr.  Neish,  but  I  know 
tliat  this  was  felt  by  the  gentlemen  who 
made  the  change.  After  Mr.  Kennedy 
took  charge  of  the  harbor,  the  work  done 
by  the  dredges,  measured  by  cubic  yards, 
was  greatly  increased — to  an  extent  far 
exceeding,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  the 
amount  of  his  salary.  I  would  say,  as  to 
the  motion  that  has  given  rise  to  sdl  this 
discussion,  that  it  originates  from  the  com- 
plaint of  two  artizans  who  claim  to  have 
been  improperly  discharged.  Now,  if 
they  were  engaged  for  a  length  of  time, 
and  were  improperly  dismissed,  they 
have  the  means  of  enforcing  the  contract, 
and  payment  of  damages.  I  was  one  of 
the  committee  appointed,  some  years  ago, 
to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  airive  at  the  conclusion 
that  seems  to  have  been  arrived  at 
by  other  gentlemen.  I  could  see  no 
reason  in  the  world  why  these  men 
should  not  have  been  discharged,  and  I 
think,  when  the  Government  or  country 
commit  to  a  respectable  body  like  the 
Hflirbor  Commissioners  such  an  important 
trust,  it  would  be  preposterous  if  they 
were  to  interfere  on  behalf  of «every  man 
that  the  Commission  think  ought  to  bA 
discharged.  I  do  not  think  any  gentle- 
man would  work  on  the  Board  under 
such  circumstances,  and  that  is  the  whole 
point  in  the  motion  before  the  House. 
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Hon.  Mr.TRUDEr^With  the  per- 
mission of  tht»  House,  I  rise  to  make  an 
explanation.  The  hoii.  gentleman  from 
Alma  (Mr.  Penny)  complains  that  the 
points  to  which  I  alluded  were  not  in- 
cluded in  the  notice  of  motion.  I  felt 
that  my  remarks  were  irregular,  but  the 
system  has  grown  up  in  this  House,  of 
going  beyond  the  subject  embraced  in  a 
motion,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  I 
think  tjie  same  latitude  should  be  given 
to  me  that  is  allowed  to  other  hon.  gen- 
tlemen. One  of  these  days,  I  shall  give 
notice  of  motion  that  wjll  afford  an  op- 
portunity of  thoroughly  discussing  this 
important  matter. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  SENATE  DEBATES. 
A     QUESTION     OF    PRIVILEGE. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  rise 
to  a  question  of  privilege.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  House  will  remember  that 
a  grave  charge  was  preferred  against  the 
reporters  of  the  Senate.  They  were 
charged  with  unfairly  and  dishonestly 
reporting  the  proceedings,  and  with  in- 
spi^g  an  attack  in  one  of  the  city  papers 
upon  a  Senator  of  this  House.  Such 
charge  having  been  made,  it  was  moved 
by  the  leader  of  this  House,  and  second- 
ed, that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Privileges.  Now,  when  a 
charge  oi  so  grave  a  character  is  openly 
made  on  the  floor  of  Pai:lictment  against 
two  officials  who  cannot  reply,  one  would 
suppose  that  every  sense  of  right  and 
fair  play  would  demand  that  the  investi- 
gation of  the  charge  should  take  place  at 
the  earliest  moment  after  it  is  made. 
The  character  of  every  man  is  dear  to 
him,  but  especially  of  those  who  have,  by 
their  ability  and  industry,  to  earn  their 
bread,  and  as  the  Chairman  of  the 
Debates  Committee,  I  conceive  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  put  the  question  :  Why  the 
Committee  on  the  Privileges  of  this 
House  has  not  been  already  called  to  dis- 
pose of  this  matter  ? 

The  SPEAKER-— In  reply  to  the 
hon.  gentleman,  I  may  state  that  this  is 
a  new  case.  There  is  no  precedent  of  a 
similar  character  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House,  and  I  took  time,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Privileges,  to  inquire 
into  it.  Aftei"  doing  so,  I  gave  iustruc- 
Hon.  Mr.  Penny, 


tions  that  the  Committee  should  be  sum- 
moned on  Monday. 

THE  BELL  TELEPHONE    COMPANY'S 
BILL. 

THIRD    READING.      - 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  moved  the  third 
reading  of  Bill  (17)  "To  incorporate  the 
Bell  Telephone  Company  of  Canada." 

Hon.  Mr.  CARVELL— When  I  gave 
notice  that  I  would  move  this  amend- 
ment to  the  Bill,  the  Hon,  Senator  from 
Hamilton  (Mr.  Hope)  thought  I  was 
taking  a  very  strange  course,  and  that  I 
had  not  discharged  my  duty  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  not  raising  the  objections  at  the 
proper  time,  but  had  sprung  this  amend- 
ment on  the  House  at  the  eleventh  hour. 
I  can  only  say  that,  while  this  may  all 
be  true,  my  plea  is  that  I  am  not  yet 
familiar  with  the  usages  and  rules  which 
govern  this  House.  In  fact,' when  the 
matter  was  before  the  Committee  the 
other  day,  1  saw  the  difficulty,  but 
Aid  not  see  the  way  to  remedy  it. 
When  this  matter  first  occupied  my 
attention,  it  was  with  a  view  to  see 
if  there  was  any  possible  way  in  which 
the  Province  of  Prince  Edward 
Island  could  be  emancipated  from  the 
position  which  she  now  occupies  in  refer- 
ence to  telegraph  business.  Since  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee  I  had  occasion 
to  look  into  the  matter,  and  found  I  had 
a  great  deal  to  learn,  of  which  I  hav^ 
acquired  but  a  small  portion,  and  I  find 
myself  with  a  matter  on  hand  which  I 
consider  of  the  utmost  importance — sec- 
ond to  none,  perhaps,  that  has  occupied, 
or  will  occupy,  the  attention  of  hon.  gen- 
tlemen during  the  present  session,  and  I 
only  wish  that  I  were  able  to  do  the  sub- 
ject justice.  The  importance  of  the  mat- 
ter which  I  am  looking  to  is  not  so  much 
with  reference  to  this  Bill  alone.  It  is 
the  preservation,  in  its  operations,  of  the 
Marine  Telegraph  Act  of  1875.  This 
Bill  is  one  of  a  number  of  Telegraph  and 
Telephone  Bills  now  before  Parliament, 
and  my  fear,  my  belief,  is  that,  unless 
they  be  made  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  1875,  they,  or  some  of 
them,  will  be  utilized  to  render  inopera- 
tive that y  Act,  so  far  as  the  existing  cable 
companies*  combination  is  concerned. 
I  did  not  learn  until  this  morning  that 
this  question,  in  other  forms,  haj»  already 
been    twice   before    the    Parliament    of 
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Canada — tlio  first  time  in  1875,  during 
the  passing  of  the  Act.  The  second  time 
was  last  session,  when  the  Bill  to  repeal 
the  Act  of  1875  passed  the  Lower  House 
by  a  considerable  majority,  and  came  up 
to  this  Chamber,  where  it  was  defeated 
l>y  a  majority  of  two.  If  I  had  any  idea 
that  this  matter  had  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  leading  men  in  both  Houses, 
I  should  have  hesitated  to  have  under- 
taken such  a  duty  as  bringing  it  up  here 
on  the  present  occasion ;  but  it  must  be 
dealt  with  in  some  way  or  other,  and  I 
am  confident  that  hon.  gentlemen  who 
are  familiar  with  the  subject  will  take  it 
up  where  I  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  it, 
and,  if  possible,  carry  out  the  object  for 
which  I  make  this  motion.  We  all  re- 
member the  rejoicings  in  1856  over  the 
successful  completion  of  the  first  Atlantic 
cfible  put  down  by  the  Anglo-American 
Cable  Company.  We  all  know  the  fate 
of  that  cable — it  lived  to  utter  but  one 
sentence,  and  then  there  was  correspond- 
ing disappointment  and  gloom  at  it^ 
failure.  We  remember  that,  subsequently, 
the  perseverance,  pluck  and  energy  of  the 
Anglo-American  Company  enabled  them 
to  lay  a  second  cable,  and  the  world  at 
large  was  greatly  indebted  to  them  for 
their  successful  efforts  in  the  interest  of 
science  and  civilization.  Time  has  gone 
on,  and,  to-day,  instead  of  one  we  have 
eight  telegraph  cables  across  the  Atlantic. 
Some  of  them  have  followed  the  fate  of 
the  first  and  second.  I  think ^  there  are 
now  belonging  to  the  Anglo-American 
Cable  Company  seven  cables — useful  and 
uselsss.  In  1865  the  second  cable  was 
laid,  broken,  and  finally  abandoned  ;  in 
1866  there  was  another  ;  in  1869,  an- 
other, which  is  working  to-day  ;  in  1874 
and  1875  there  were  two  more.  Of 
these  seven,  two  were  not  laid  by  the 
Anglo-American  Cable  Company,  the 
first  Fi*ench  cable,  which  was  put  down 
in  1869,  and  the  direct  cable  in  1875. 
These  companies,  with  their  connections 
as  they  now  exist,  are  not 
the  Anglo-American  Cable  Company ; 
but  had  better,  perhaps,  be  called 
the  "  Anglo-American  Combination." 
The  Anglo-American  Cable  Company 
first  took  possession  of  and  absorbed  the 
New  York,  Newfoundland  and  London 
Telegraph  Company,  which  latter  had 
exclusive  right  in  Prince  Edward  Island 
in  perpetuity.  Then  the  Western  Union 
Hon,  Mr.  Carvell. 


Company,  entirely  a  foreign  one,  secured 
all  the  telegraph  lines  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
New    Brunswick,    and    purchased    the 
Nova  Scotia  shore  ends  of  the  Anglo- 
American    Company's   cables  ;  then  the 
Montreal    Company  is  found  combining 
with  the  Western  Union,  and   all   the 
great     companies,    so    that     now     the 
Anglo-American    Cable    Company,    the 
New   York,    Newfoundland   &  London 
Cable    Company,    the  Westeni    Union 
Company,  the  American  Union  Company, 
the  Montreal  Company,  the  French  Cable 
Company,  the   Direct   Cable    Company 
and  the  Dominidn  Company  are  absorbed 
by    the    Anglo-American    combination, 
one  vast  monopoly  that  will  continue  and 
extend  if  this  amendment  be  not  adopted, 
not  only  with  reference  to  this  Bill,  but, 
with   respect   also  to   each   of  the  Tele- 
graph and  Telephone   Bills   now  before 
Parliament.      When   the   Dii-ect   Cable 
Company's     stock     was     beins;    taken, 
it  was  with  the  distinct  understanding 
that  it  was  to  be  an  independent  line, 
that  it  should  not  amalgamate,  but  should 
be    in    competition    with     the    Anglo- 
American  combination.      We  all  know 
the  f  ite  of  that  company.      We  all  know 
that  it  was  absorbed.     I  am  willing  to 
believe  that  the  gentlemen  having  con- 
trol of  it  fought  as  long  as  they  could  for 
existence   and    for  the  maintenance  of 
their  pledges.     But  the  power  being  too 
great  for  them,  they  were  obliged,  in  self- 
protection,   and    in  the  interest  of  the 
capital  under  their  control,  to  yield  to 
the    pressure.      The    same    course  was 
taken  with  the  French  Cable  Company. 
As  hon.  gentlemen  will  remember,  when 
the  French  Cable  Company  had  succeed- 
ed  in  connecting  France   with   Canada 
and  the  United  States,  this  "combina- 
tion"      iinmediately       reduced      tlieir 
rates    from     three      shillings     to    six- 
pence   per     word      for     all      messages 
between     the    continents    of    America 
and  Europe,  whilst  their  rates  to  Eng- 
land continued  to  be  thi^ee  shillings  per 
word ;  but,  as  soon  as  the  French  cable 
was  connected  with  England,  the  pooling 
began   and  the  rates   went  up,  and  the 
"combination"  had  control  again.     The 
course  pursued  in  reference  to  the  Direct 
Cable  Company  was  somewhat  similar. 
The  charge  I  bring  against  this  combina- 
tion is  that,  having  so  far  defeated  the 
legislation    of    1875   as   to  ubsorb    the 
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Direct  Cable   Company,  they    came    to 
Parliament    and     asked    that   the    Act 
Tt^hich  was   paased   for  the  protection  of 
that  Company  should  be  repealed.     The 
same  persons  who  were   promoting  and 
advocating  the  passage   of  the  Act  of 
1 875,  were  last  year  seeking  its  repeal. 
The  reasons  for  this  change  of  opinion, 
or   of  action,  are  very  obvious.     Find- 
ing    they     could    not    accomplish,    di- 
rectly,     the       repeal       of      the      Act 
last  year,  they  come  to  Parliament  this 
session  with  the   Bills  now   before  us. 
They  come  as  the  five  fingers  of  one  hand. 
Some  of  these  Bills,  as  first  introduced, 
may  be  used,  if  not  amended  in  the  way 
I  suggest,  so  as  to  evade  the  Act  of  1875, 1 
and  it  will  then  matter  very  little  to  the 
'•  combination "    whether   that   Act    re- 
mains on  the  Statute  book  or  not.     One 
comes  in  as  a  Telephone  Bill,  while  the 
others  are  Telegraph  Bills.    If  you  throw 
out  one  of  the.se  Bills  and  pass  another, 
without  making  it  subject  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  of  1875,  the  latter  may 
be  so  used    by  the  combination  as    to 
continue   the  monopoly.     I  contend  that 
the   provision   which   I   wish   to     have 
applied  in   this  Bill  should  be  inserted 
in      each      and     all     of      these     Bills 
in  turn  as  they  come  up.     Some  of  these 
measures  come  in    without  any  reference 
at   all  to  the   Act  of  1 875  ;  some   come 
here  with  a  clause  •  to  the  effect  that  the 
provisions   of   the  Act  of    1875    shall 
apply  to  those  corporations    only  ''  so 
long  as  it  remains  in  force,"   still  hoping 
that  it  shall  be  repealed.   The  last  clau£ie 
of  one  of  them  (Bill  72)   is  "  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  38  Vic,  Cap.  26,   shall 
not    apply  to  this  corporation."     They 
strive  in  every  way  to  get  rid  of  it     I 
wish   it  to  be  understood  that  I  do  not 
desire,  by  anything  I  have  said,  or  may 
say,  to  deprive,  if   I    could  do  so,  the 
Anglo-American  Cable  Company,  or  the 
New  York,   Newfoundland    <fe   London 
Telegraph    Company    of     their    irested 
rights.     What  I  do  object  to  is  tkat  other 
cable    companies     should     be     permit- 
ted   to    land    under    the  assumed    pri- 
vileges claimed  by  this  "  combination," 
and  so   perpetuate  the  monopoly  to  the 
detriment  of  Canada  and  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  world.     The  Government 
of  the  United   States  are   legislating  in 
the  sar/ie  direction  as  that  to  which  the 
Act   38   Vic,    Cap.    26,    points  ;    they 
Hon,  Mr,  CarveU. 


would  not  allow  the  French  Cable  Com- 
pany to  land,  except  under  the  express 
condition  which    requires   any  company 
enjoying    exclusive   privileges   to  share 
those    privileges    with    the    competing 
company.     I  do  not  think  I  shall  occupy 
the   time  of  tlie   House  any   longer,  as 
there  are  several  gentlemen  who  under- 
stand the  question   much   better  than  T 
do,  but  I  would   urge  the  amendment  of 
this  BUI,  of  which  I  have  given  notice. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  hon.,  gentleman 
from  Hamilton,  who  is  as  much  opposed 
to  monopolies  as  I  am,    will  objec;t  to  it, 
for,  if  it  be  a  fact   that   this  Company 
have  no  desire  to  go  beyond  the  confipes 
of  the  Dominion,  there  oan  be  no  harm 
done  by  accepting  the  amendment.     If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Bill  is  allowed  to 
go  through  as  it  is,  and  the  combination 
are  allowed  to  evade  the   Act  of   1875, 
the  monopoly  will  be  perpetuated,  high 
tariffs  will  be  maintained,  and  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  interests  of  the 
commercial  world  at  large  will  be  preju- 
diced.      The   original    Anglo-American 
Company   had  a  claim   upon  us,  for,  by 
their   energy  and  enterprise,  they  gave 
us  Atlantic  telegraphy,  but  the  "com- 
bination "  which  is  now  spoken  of  as  the 
Anglo-American  Combination,  is  a  very 
different     thing.       It     is     under    the 
management     of      foreigners.       I      do 
not     know      what     the     position     x)f 
the     Government    would  be    to-day   if 
they  had  to  make  confidential  communica- 
tions with  England.     We  all  know  what 
the  secrecy  of  telegraphing  amounts  to ; 
and  if  important  political  information  that 
passes  between  this  Government  and  the 
Mother  Country  has  to  be  superposed  by 
foreigners,  who  are  not  in  sympathy  with 
us,  and  who  might  take  advantage  of  an 
emergency,  it  would  be  a  matter  very 
much    to    be    regretted.      I  ask    hon. 
gentlemen  to  prevent  the  continuance  of 
such  a  monopoly  by  adopting  the  amend- 
ment. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  do  not  intend 
to  follow  my  hon.  friend  through  his  long 
indictment  against  the  submarine  tele- 
graph companies  doing  business  in  con- 
nection with  telegraph  companies  in  this 
country,  but  I  must  say  that  I  find  iw 
difficult  to  reconcile  the  just  comments 
that  he  has  paid  to  their  enterprise  with 
the  animus  that  he  has  exhibited  against 
them. 
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Hon.  Mr.  CARVELL— I  have  no 
animus  against  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— They  have  given 
to  the  world  the  very  great  blessings  of 
telegraphic  communication  between  the 
two  hemispheres.  T  do  not  intend  to 
follow  mj  hon.  friend's  remarks  upon 
that  subject,  because,  really,  it  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Bill  be- 
fore the  House,  which  is  simply  a  mea- 
sure to  incorporate  a  telephone  company. 
So  far  fronrsuch  a  bill  calling  for  obstruc- 
tion in  this  House,  it  is  one  that  should 
commend  itself  to  our  most  favorable 
consideration,  because  it  initiates  a  new 
species  of  legislation,  in  connection  with 
one  of  the  most  interesting  of  modern 
scientific  discoveries.  It  is,  at  all  events, 
one  which  calls  for  fair  play.  My  hon. 
friend  proposes  an  amendment  which  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  Bill.  Ho  proposes 
that  the  4th  clause  shall  read  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"4  The  said  Company  shall  have  power 
and  authority,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
Clause  A  of  the  Act,  to  purchase  or  lease  for 
any  term  of  years  any  telephone  line  estab- 
lished, or  to  be  established,  either  in  Canada 
or  elsewhere,  connecting  or  hereafter  to"  be 
connected  with  the  lines  which  the  Com- 
pany is  authorized  to  construct,  or  to 
purchase  or  lease  for  any  term  of  years  the 
right  of  any  company  to  construct  any 
such  telephone  line  ;  and  shall  also  have 
power  and  authority  to  amalgamate  with  or  to 
lease  their  line,  or  any  portion  or  portions 
thereof,  from  time  to  time,  to  any  company 
or  person  possessing,  as  proprietor,  any  line  of 
telegraphic  or  telephonic  communication  con- 
necting or  to  be  connected  with  the  Company's 
line  in  Canada." 

Clause  A,  which  he  proposes  to  add  to 
the  Bill,  is  as  follows  : — 

«  The  provisions  of  the  Act  38  Vic,  cap.  26, 
shall  apply  to  this  corporation." 

This  Company  has  nothing  to  do  with 
submarine  telegraphs,  which  that  Act 
was  intended  to  reach.  The  2nd 
section  of  this  Bill  states,  in  clear  and 
distinct  language,  the  objects  of  this 
company.     They  are : — 

"To  build,  establish,  construct^  pur- 
chase, acquire  or  lease,  and  maintain  and 
operate,  or  sell  or  let,  any  line  or  lines  for  the 
transmission  of  messages  by  telephone,  in 
Canada  or  elsewhere,  and  to  make  connection 
for  the  purposes  of  telephone  business,  with 
the  line  or  lines  of  any  telegraph  or  telephone 
company  in  Canada  or  elsewhere,  and  to  aid 
or  aidvance  money  to  build  or  work  any  such 
line  to  be  used  for  telephone  purposes." 

lion,  Mr.  Dickey^ 


The  whole  scope  and  object  of  this  BiU 
is  for  telephone  purposed  alone,  and  it 
has  no  eartiily  connection  whatever  with 
submarine  cables.  But  to  place  the  mat- 
ter beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  the 
words  "  or  elsewhere,"  have  been  struck 
out  of  the  Bill,  so  that  the  Company  can 
make  no  arrangements  with  other  com- 
panies outside  of  the  Dominion.  The 
object  in  giving  them  powers  to  enter 
into  airangements  with  other  lines  is 
purely  to  save  them  the  expense,  in  many 
cases,  of  putting  up  wires  if  they  intend, 
as  I  believe  they  do,  to  extend  their 
operations  over  the  settled  portions  of 
Canada.  In  the  French  Cable  Bill,  to 
which  my  hon.  frieml  has  alluded,  a 
clause  has  been  inserted  to  provide  that 
it  shall  be  subject  to  the  General  Act, 
because  it  is  a  submarine  cable  company. 
But  this  is  a  company  for  telephone 
business  solely,  and  I  do  hope  that  the 
House  will  not  attach  to  this  Bill  con- 
ditions which  belong  to  submarine  tele- 
graph business.  The  hon.  gemtleman 
does  not  suppose  that  this  telephone  com- 
pany has  any  intention  of  using  the  trans- 
Atlantic  cables  for  telephone  business. 
We  know  that  the  utmost  extent  to 
which  messages  have  yet  been  sent  is  a 
few  miles  only,  at  all  events,  not  hun- 
dreds of  miles  under  the  sea.  It  is  for 
local  convenience,  to  enable  people  to 
exchange  messages  in  the  various  centres 
of  population.  I  have  no  interest  in  the 
Bill,  and  the  only  reason  I  have  ventured 
to  trespass  upon  the  House  is,  that  I 
was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  which 
this  Bill  was  referred,  and  where  it  was 
fully  considered.  My  hon.  friend  was 
present,  and  if  he  had  chosen  to  expand 
his  views  there,  the  Committee  would 
have  listened  to  them  with  great  respect. 
This  Bill  comes  with  the  unanimous  ap- 
proval of  the  Committee,  and  I  think, 
under  the  circumstances,  that  the  only 
excuse  we  can  make  for  my  hon.  friend 
is,  that  he  comes,  as  he  says,  to  this 
question  as  a  new  and  untried  member, 
and  was  not  exactly  prepared  to  staie 
his  views  before  the  Committee  on  a 
former  occasion.  He  did  state  his  views 
on  several  points,  where  the  Committee 
made  amendments  to  the  Bill,  and 
therefore,  I  do  not  think  he  ought, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  press  his 
motion,  but,  if  he  does,  I  trust  the  House 
will  not  yield  to  the  pressure. 
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Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— As  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Amherst  (Mr  Dickey) 
has  explained  to  the  House,  there  is  no 
necessity  for  this  amendment  If  it 
were  adopted  it  would  have  no  effect; 
it  would  probably  do  neither  good  nor 
harm.  After  the  remarks  which  have 
fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
has  just  i^esumed  his  seat,  anything  that 
I  could  say  on  the  subject  would  only  be 
tautology. 

Hon.  Mr.  CARVELL— So  far  as  my 
action  or  inaction  at  the  Committee  is 
concerned,  I  have  already  thrown  myself 
on  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  and  T 
feel  that  it  will  be  granted.  The  Bill, 
as  it  originally  came  here,  was  not  a 
telephone  bill,  pure  and  simple.  It  was 
a  telegraph  bill,  giving  the  right  of 
amalgamation  and  other  powers,  which 
it  does  not  contain  now.  If  I  had  known 
my  privilege,  as  it  was  my  duty  in  that 
Committee,  I  should  have  endeavared  to 
amend  the  Bill,  and  I  believe  that  if  I 
had  known  as  much  then  as  I  do  now,  it 
would  not  have  reached  this  stage  in  its 
present  shape. 

•  Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— In  a 
general  way,  I  never  feel  disposed  to  ob- 
ject to  bills  of  this  sort  which  come  to 
the  House  for  thii*d  reading,  knowing 
very  well  that  they  undergo  a  thorough 
examination  in  the  committees  to  which 
they  are  referred.  But,  in  this  case,  the 
circumstances  are  peculiar,  as  my  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Carvell)  who  moved  the 
amendment,  has  shewn.  Though  a 
member  of  that  Committee,  he  was  also 
a  new  member  of  the  House,  and  was 
not  aware  of  the  privileges  he  possessed, 
as  a  member  of  that  Committee,  to 
introduce  amendments  to  the  Bill. 
The  consequence  was  that,  although  dis- 
approving of  some  details  of  the  measure, 
he  did  not  avail  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  move  in  committee  the  amend- 
ment which  he  now  submits  to  the 
House.  I  regret  that  he  has  found  it 
necessary  to  t^e  this  course.  I  think 
it  would  have  been  far  preferable,  and 
there  would  have  been  a  better  chance  of 
success  in  the  House,  had  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman moved  to  send  the  Bill  back  to 
the  Committee  for  further  consideration, 
and  shewn  grounds  for  doing  so.  As  it 
is,  I  must  give  my  opinion  that,  in  the 
remarks  with  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
Hon,  Mr.  Dickey, 


has  supported  his  motion,  he  has  made 
out  a  sufficient  case  for  the  amendment 
which  he  has  offered.  It  is  clear  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  is  by  no  means  a 
novice  with  regard  to  telegraphic  affaire, 
however  novel  parliamentary  duties  may 
be  to  him  ;  but  these  are  duties  with 
which,  no  doubt,  the  hon.  gentleman 
will  soon  become  familiar.  It  must  be 
evicent  to  all  wh©  have  heard  him,  that 
he  must  have  been,  for  a  l^rge  portion 
of  his  life,  connected  with  telegraphic 
affairs,  and  probably  has  been,'  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  a  sufferer  by 
the  want  of  caution  sheiwn  in 
passing  certain  acts  which  have  bc'en 
in  operation,  and  enabled  companies  to 
amalgamate,  and  put  up  their  charges  on 
the  public  in  a  manner  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  desires  to  prevent  for  the  fu- 
ture. In  looking  over  the  other  Bills  to 
which  he  has  referred,  I  am  struck  with 
she  want  of  that  necessary  precaution  to 
prevent  amalgamation  with  other  com- 
panies. There  is  nothing  which  this 
House  ought  to  look  after  with  greater 
jealousy  than  the  establishment  of  large 
monopolies.  In  the  Mother  Country 
these  dangers  have  been  got  rid  of,  so  far 
as  telegraphs  are  concerned,  by  the  Gov- 
ernment purchasing  all  the  wires,  and 
undertaking  the  entire  management  of 
the  national  system  of  telegraphy.  Those 
accustomed  to  travelling  in  that  country 
must  have  experienced  the  advantage  of 
having  these  well-ordered  establishments 
in  every  town  and  village  throughout  the  . 
kingdom.  I  consider  it  one  of  my  most 
important  duties  as  a  legislator  to  guard 
against  the  evils  of  monopolies,  and  to 
watch  the  pi'oceedings  of  companies  as 
well  as  Government — not  of  this  Com- 
pany only  or  of  this  Government,  but  all 
companies  and  other  governments — and 
always  to  bear  in  mind  the  necessity  of 
binding  these  companies  in  such  a  way 
as,  without  checking  their  usefulness  or 
imparing  their  efficiency,  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  any  such  contingencies 
happening  in  the  future,  as  we 
know  have  happened  with  some  tele- 
graphic companies  to  which  my  hon. 
friend  has  referred.  I  always  listen  with 
very  great  respect  to  the  remarks  of  my 
hon.  friend  from  Amhersit,  because  they 
are  always  judicious,  temperate  and  to 
the  point,  and,  therefore,  I  regret  that  it 
should  be  my  duty  on  this  occasion  to 
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differ  somewhat  from  him.  While  I 
agree  with  him,  as  every  thoughtful 
person  must  do,  in  considering  these 
Atlantic  cables  magnificent  enterprises, 
and  that  the  individuals  who  undertook 
them  were  worthy  of  all  praise  and  the 
thanks  of  our  whole  i*ace,  still,  there  is  a 
distinction  between  the  legitimate  enter- 
prises which  we  all  admire,  and  the  mode 
of  conducting  them.  Having  experienced, 
with  reference  to  those  Atlantic  cables, 
the  danger  of  allowing  the  privileges  of 
amalgamation,  we  should  beware  of  con- 
ceding similar  privileges  to  companies  of 
analogous  character,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
we  should  be  abandoning  our  duties  in 
this  House  if  we  let  this  Bill  pass  with- 
out some  guarantee  against  the  evils 
which  may  arise  from  the  amalgamation 
of  companies. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost  on 
a  division. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  moved  to  amend 
the  second  clause  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  side  of  the."  He  said  :  The 
Bill  now  reads  : — 

"  Where  linos  of  telegraph  are  already  con- 
stnicted,  no  poles  shall  be  erected  by  the 
Company  in  any  city,  town  or  incorporated 
village  cdong  the  same  side  of  the  street  where 
such  poles  are  already  erected,  unless  with  the 
consent  of  the  Council  of  such  city,  town  or 
incorporated  village." 

By  striking  out  the  words  "  side  of 
the,"  this  Company  will  have  the  right 
to  erect  poles  in  any  street  where  poles 
have  not  been  already  put  up.  In  Mon- 
treal, for  instance,  whore  many  of  the 
business  streets  are  very  narrow,  and 
where  telegraph  poles  are  already  up,  it 
would  interfere  very  seriously  with  street 
traffic  to  permit  this  Company  to  put  up 
a  second  line  of  poles.  The  streets  of  a 
city  are  very  valuable  property.  As  a 
rule,  they  cost  the  public  a  good  deal, 
and  no  private  company  or  individuals 
should  be  allowed  to  occupy  this  pro- 
perty, or  encumber  it  for  their  own  pur- 
poses, without  paying  compensation,  or 
obtaining  permission  from  the  corpora- 
tioris  who  may  be  regarded  as  tnistees 
for  the  public. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost  on 
a  division. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

lion.  Mr.  Baytliome. 


BUILDING    SOCIETIES'    RELIEF    BILL 
IN   COMMITTEE. 

Pursuant  to  Order,  the  House  resumed, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  considera- 
tion of  BUI  (F)  "  For  the  relief  of  Pei- 
manent  Building  Societies  and  Loan 
Companies." 

Hon.  Mr.  ATKINS  moved  that  the 
8th  clause  bo  amended  by  iidding  the 
following  thereto : — 

^  Clause  A — The  compliance  by  or  on  the 
part  of  any  such  society  or  company,  institu- 
tion or  corporation  and  its  officers  with  the 
said  provisions  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  a  compliance  with  the  providons  of  any 
section  of  any  act  requiring  such  society,  in- 
stitution or  corporation  to  transmit  to  the 
Minister  of  Finance  any  annual  statement  or 
return  ot  its  affairs  or  of  its  assets  and  liabili- 
ties." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
clause,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE,  from  the 
Committee,  reported  the  Bill  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  concuiTed  in. 

BILL   INTRODUCED. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  introduced  a 
Bill  "  To  repeal  the  Act  41  Vic,  Cap.  18, 
and  to  amend  the  Act  32-3  Vic.,  Cap. 
20,  intituled  '  An  Act  respecting 
offences  against  the  person.' ''  He  ex- 
plained that  he  proposed  to  subatitate 
this  for  the  Bill  relative  to  witnesses  in 
cases  of  common  assault. 

The  House  adjourned  at  5.30.  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Friday,  April  9ih,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  cliair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

CANADA    GUARANTEE    COMPANY'S 
BILL. 

AHEKDMENTS   CONCDRRED   IK. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRTJDEL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  and  Private 
Bills,  reported,  with  certain  amendments, 
Bill  (22)  "  Further  to  amend  the  Act 
therein  cited,  incoqiorating  the  Cauadii 
Guarantee  Company." 
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Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER  moved  that  the 
amendments  be  concurred  in. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
third  reading  was  ordered  for  Monday 
next. 

THE    PROPERTY    QUALIFICATION    OF 
SENATORS. 

MOTION. 
The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
called  for  the  adoption  of  an  additional 
rule  of  the  Senate,  requiiing  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  witliin  ten  days  there- 
after, and,  subsequently,  within  the  first 
twenty  days  of  the  first  session  of  each 
Parliament,  to  make  and  fyle  with  the 
clerk,  a  renewed  declaration  of  his  "  pro- 
perty qualification,''  and  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  clerk  to  lay  on  the  table  of 
the  House  a  list  of  those  members  who 
have  complied  with  such  rule, 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said : 
The  motion  of  which  I  have  given  notice 
is  one  which  has  been  th^  result  of  a 
good  deal  of  consideration  on  my  part, 
^and  I  am  anxious  to  approach  it 
in  the  spirit  which  would  be 
mo&t  consonant  with  the  feelings  of 
members  of  the  Senate.  I  have  no  desire 
whatever  to  do  anything,  or  to  suggest 
the  adoption  of  anything,  which  will  at 
all  go  beyond  what,  in  my  judgment,  is 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
the  position  of  members  of  this  House  as 
required  by  law.  The  British  North 
America  Act  is  double  in  its  enactments. 
The  first  part,  as  it  affects  this  point,  re- 
quires the  possession  of  these  qualifica- 
tions ;  the  second  part,  revei-sing  the 
language  and  assuming  the  negative,  says 
that,  as  soon  as  these  qualifications  are 
not  possessed,  the  member  shall  loso  his 
seat.  Attached  to  the  Act  there  is  a 
schedule  declaration  of  the  property 
•qualification.  It  is  not  stated  in  the 
Act  whether  that  declaration  shall  be 
made  once  or  several  times.  There  is  no 
enacting  clause  in  the  Act  which  refers 
to  the  schedule,  but  the  declaration  is 
annexed  to  the  Act.  In  framing  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Senate,  the 
Committee,  which  was  appointed  immedi- 
ately after  Confederation,  did  not  adopt 
any  rule  upon  the  subject  afiecting  in 
any  way  the  future  conduct  of  members 
in  regard  to  their  qualification  for  con- 
tinuing to  occupy  their  seats,  and,  in  con- 
Ilan.  J/r.  Trudel. 


sequence,  the  declaration  is  only  made 
once,  when  a  member  takes  his  seat  for 
the  first  tima  There  is  no  doubt  the 
British  North  America  Act  requires 
that  the  property  qualification  shsdl  be 
continuous,  and  it  is  desirable,  I  think, 
that  we  should  have  a  rule  by  which  it 
will  be  shewn  to  those  interested,  and  to 
the  public,  if  they  desire  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  it,  that  this  provision  of  the 
Statute  is  followed  and  observed  by  the 
Senate.  The  rule  that  I  desire  to  submit 
is  the  result  of  some  deliberation,  and,  I 
think,  meets  the  case.  Hon.  gentlenren 
may  ask  :  what  will  be  the  efibct  if  the 
rule  is  disobeyed  f  The  effect  of  that 
would  only  be,  and  that  is  all  I  contem- 
plate, to  draw  attention  to  the  circum- 
stance that  certain  members  of  the 
House  had  not  made  this  declaration. 
Then  it  would  be  for  the  House,  or  for 
any  member  of  the  House  who  thought 
proper  to  do  so,  to  take  such' a  course  as 
might  seem  desirable.  It  would,  I  think, 
have  the  effect  of  making  us  all,  and 
those  who  may  sit  here  after  us,  more 
strict  in  possessing  the  qualification 
which  the  law  requires.  The  truth  is 
that  the  requirements,  in  this  respect,  of 
the  British  North  America  Act  of  1867 
should  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
original  rules  of  the  House.  I  take  blame 
to  myself,  along  with  others,  as  having 
been  one  of  the  Committee  who  framed 
these  rules,  for  not  having  considered  the 
point.  I  think  if  this  rule  had  been 
adopted  in  1867,  it  would  have  been  far 
better.  It  was  omitted,  and  it  is 
for  the  Senate  to  say  whether  it  should 
now  be  adopted  or  not.  It  will  shew 
that  we  are  anxious  to  observe  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  under  which  we  sit. 
I  need  not  say  anything  further  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  the  desira- 
bility of  a  rule  of  this  kind,  and  I,  there- 
fore, move  the  adoption  of  the  rule  of 
which  I  have  given  notice. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  do  not  think  it 
is  at  all  incumbent  upon  my  hon.  friend 
to  prepare  a  rule  of  this  kind,  because  I 
do  not  believe  the  British  North  Amer- 
ica Act  contemplated  a  renewal  of  this 
affirmation  after  it  was  once  made.  Of 
course  it  is  open  to  any  member  to  attack 
the  seat  of  a  senator  who  may  have 
forfeited  it  under  the  BritLsh  North 
America  Act.  One  cannot  fail  to  re- 
cognize that  the  question  involves  a  great 
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many  delicate  considerations,  to  discuss  it 
at  any  lenf[th.  1  should,  therefore,  be 
quite  ready  to  accept  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.  the  leader  of  the  House,  if  he 
would  so  frame  the  rule  that  the  affir- 
mation to  be  made  by  a  senator  should 
be  made  within  the  first  twenty  days  of 
the  next  session,  and  the  first  twenty 
days  after  the  meeting  of  each  new  Par- 
liament. It  is  now  very  near  the  end 
of  the  session,  and  probably  a  little  sharp 
to  introduce  a  rule  of  this  kind,  and, 
therefore,  I  think  it  may  very  well  be 
considered  by  the  House,  whether,  in  the 
event  of  the  adoption  of  the  proposition, 
we  should  not  limit  it  to  the  finst  twenty 
days  of  next  session.  I,  therefore,  move 
that  the  words  "  ten  days  thereafter  "  be 
struck  out,  and  the  following  substituted, 
"  the  first  twenty  days  of  next  session." 
If  the  hon.  gentleman  will  accept  this 
amendment,  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
rule. 

Hon.  Sir   ALEX.    CAMPBELL— I 
have  no  objection  to  the  amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH  —  Suppose  a 
Senator  should  be  absent  through  sickness, 
or  should  be  away  from  the  country  during 
the  first  twenty  days  of  the  first  session 
of  a  Parliament,  would  it  not  be  well  to 
provide  that,  in  such  case,  he  should  not 
be  disqualified  in  consequence  of  his 
absence  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALfciX.  CAMPBELL— He 
would  be  excused  by  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.    SCOTT— He    would   only 
break  a  rule  of  the  House,  not  the  law. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE— Though  I 
have  always  been  in  favor  of  a  property 
qualification  for  members  of  both  Houses, 
and  though  I  opposed  the  removal  of  that 
qualification  in  the  case  of  members 
dected  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, I  believe  it  my  duty  to  oppose  this 
resolution  for  divers  reasons.  Amongst 
those,  I  may  allude  to  one :  the  very 
bad  position  in  which  this  resolution,  if 
adopted,  would  place  hon.  senators  hail- 
ing from  the  Province  of  Quebec.  In 
any  other  province  of  the  Dominion 
except  that  one,  if  a  senator  possesses 
$4,000  in  any  part  of  the  province  that 
he  represents,  he  is  duly  qualified  to 
take  and  hold  his  seat  and  to  vote  in  this 
House.  But  each  Quebec  senator  is  re- 
quired either  to  reside  in  or  to  possess  that 
Hon.  Mr.  Scott. 


qualification  in  the  division  which  he  re- 
presents. Many,  in  fact  the  greater 
number  of  senators  from  that  province 
have  been  obliged,  in  consequence  of  that 
provision  in  the  British  North  America 
Act,  when  appointed  to  this  House,  to 
secure  their  qualification  by  purchasing 
properties  in  their  respective  constituen- 
cies though  they  might  have  had  elsewhere 
in  their  province  more  than  was  sufficient 
for  their  qualification.  Though  I  do  not 
fully  understand  what  may  have  been 
the  reasons  for  making  such  a  distinction, 
I  may  say  that  I  do  not  complain  of  it. 
It  is  so  provided  by  the  constitution  and 
I  have  always  been  and  I  am  still  ready 
to  submit  to  it ;  but,  while  I  feel  bound 
to  accept  cheerfully  the  constitution  as  it 
is,  I  do  not  and  cannot  accept,  without 
a  protest,  the  position  in  which  this  re- 
solution, if  adopted,  would  place  hon. 
senators  from  Quebec.  It  would  clearly 
operate  disadvantageously  to  them,  and 
to  them  only.  For  instance,  let  me  take, 
amongst  many  others,  my  own  case. 
When  I  was  appointed,  I  had,  and  I  still 
have,  properties  in  some  four  or  five 
electoral  divisions,  but  none  in  the  one 
which  I  was  appointed  to  represent,  and, 
as  I  was  not  a  lesident  ot  that  district, 
I  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  buy  property 
there  which  I  did,  to  the  value  of 
$5,000.  That  property  has  increased 
in  value,  it  being  situated  in  a 
town.  But  suppose  it  sl^ould  be  des- 
troyed by  firo  just  at  the  beginning  of 
next  session,  or  the  beginning  of  the  first 
session  of  a  Parliament,  how  could  I  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  this  resolution  * 
Surely  this  is  a  serious  objection,  and,  as 
I  said  before,  I  do  not  raise  it  because  1 
am  opposed  to  the  property  qualification, 
but  because  it  places  the  Senators  from 
Quebec  in  an  exceptional  position — in  a 
worse  position,  for  years  to  come,  than 
our  colleagues.  If  a  Senator  from  any 
Province  but  Quebec  should  lose  the 
property  on  which  he  qualifies,  he  can,  if 
he  possesses  other  property  in  any  other 
part  of  the  Province  from  which  he  comes, 
still  qualify,  and  merely  have  to  change  his 
qual&cation  ;  but,  in  Quebec,  no  matter 
how  much  property  a  man  may  own,  if 
he  does  not  possess  sufficient  in  his  division 
to  qualify  him,  he  forfeits  his  seat.  It  is 
because  this  would  be  the  consequence  of 
the  adoption  of  this  rule  that  I  cannot 
accept  it.     If  the  resolution  could  be  so 
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framed  as  to  affect  all  the  provinces 
equally,  I  would  have  less  objection  to  it, 
though  I  may  say  that  it  contains  many 
other  objectionable  features.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  advocating  that 
a  senator  ought  to  sit  here  in  violation 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  which,  I  consider, 
impliedly  enacts  that  senators  are  to  be 
qualified  so  long  as  they  have  a  seat ;  on 
the  contrary,  my  views  have  always  been 
that  members  of  both  Houses,  when  re- 
quired by  law  to  hold  a  property  or  other 
qualification,  ought  to  be  so  qualified 
during  the  whole  of  their  term  of  office. 
The  Journals  of  Parliament '  shew  that 
such  has  been  my  views  in  years  past. 
Consequently,  though  I  am  quite  favor- 
able to  the  principle  on  which  this  resolu- 
tion is  based,  I  cannot — ^for  the  very  good 
reasons  that  I  have  given,  and  for 
many  others  which  I  do  not  see  the  ne> 
cessity  of  taking  the  time  of  the  House 
to  mention — favor  such  a  rule,  and  1  feel 
bound  to  give  it,  in  the  name  of  my 
Province,  an  adverse  vote. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY —I  should  rather 
have  allowed  this  motion  to  pass  without 
discussion,  if  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
has  just  resumed  his  seat  had  not  spoken 
upon  it ;  but  I  rise  to  say  that  I  entirely 
agree  with  what  he  has  said.  In  fact, 
the  case  of  the  Quebec  se^iators  is  rather 
harder  than  he  has  stated  it,  and,  pos- 
sibly, what  I  am  about  to  say  will  apply 
to  other  members  besides  those  who 
come  from  that  Province.  The  law  de- 
clares that  any  gentleman  who  has  lost 
his  qualification  absolutely  ceases  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  and,  I  imagine, 
there  is  no  |legal  means  by  which  that 
can  be  remedied.  I  suppose  a  good 
many  gentlemen  enjoy  a  qualification 
which  consists  of  houses.  They  may  be 
burnt  down  at  any  moment,  and  the 
owner  of  the  property,  who  is  quali- 
fied upon  it,  would  then  absolutely 
cease  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Senate.  That  is  one  of  those 
things  that  I  believe  should  be  con- 
sidered, and  I  think  the  leader  of  the 
House  would  do  well  to  ascertain  whether 
my  reading  of  the  law  is  correct,  and  in 
case  it  should  be  so,  to  see  whether  some 
alteration  could  not  be  made  to  allow  a 
gentleman  who  loses  his  qualification  in 
that  way  time  to  regain  it.  The  remarks 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  (Mr. 
Sellerose,)  apply  particularly  to  Quebec. 
ITon.  Mr.  Bellerose. 


I  know  the  case  of  a  Senator  who  could 
qualify  ten  or  twelve  times  over  on  the 
same  terms  as  senators  from  other  part» 
of  the  Dominion,  and  yet  whose  property 
qualification  is  probably  not  much  mor& 
than  is  required  by  the  Statute,  that  is, 
the  propei-ty  he  possesses  in  the  division 
for  which  he  sits.  These  are  matters 
which,  if  we  are  going  into  the  strict 
qualifications  of  senators,  should  be 
looked-  into  with  a  little  more  care  than 
they  have  been  heretofore.  I  know 
that  if  it  is  thought  desirable 
to  make  a  change  in  this  direction,  wo 
cannot  do  so  here.  It  would  have  to  be 
done  by  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— That 

ought  to  be  the  subject  of  a  resolution. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY — My  impression 
is  tliat  it  would  have  to  be  done  by  a 
change  in  the  Constitution.  That  could 
easily  be  done.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
what  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Bellerose)  bus  said  is  quite  proper,  and  I 
hope  that  the  House  will  consider  my 
remarks  are  al^o  appropriate,  because  it« 
is  a  matter  which  affects  us  all. 

Hon.  Mr.  VID  AL— It  is  with  no  little 
diffidence  that  I  venture  to  express  a 
difference  of  opinion  from  the  hon.  the 
Minister  of  Militia,  and  more  especially 
upon  a  question  of  this  nature  ;  but  I 
have  been  looking  carefully  into  it,  and  T 
am  so  thoroughly  satisfied  that  this  reso- 
lution, when  adopted,  will  be  utterly 
valueless,  that  I  venture  to  suggest  that  a 
little  more  time  should  be  given  for  con- 
sideration, in  order  that  such  rules  or 
enactments  should  be  adopted  as  would 
really  effect  the  object  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  in  view.  We  have  been 
working  for  thirteen  years  under  the 
existing  constitution,  and  possibly  this 
difficulty  may,  to  a  limited  extent,  have 
existed  all  the  time,  but  it  has  never 
been  noticed,  and  we  have  gone  on 
very  smoothly  and  satisfactorily;  and 
why  not  continue  to  do  so,  if  this  pro- 
perty qualification  be  regarded  as  an  unde- 
sirable restriction,  for  we  have,  of  course, 
no  power  to  alter  or  amend  the  British 
North  America  Act,  which  requires  it. 
I  cannot  conceive  how  a  gentleman  who, 
by  his  talents,  experience  in  public 
affairs  and  commercial  knowledge,  la 
qualified  to  discharge  his  duties  in  this 
House  with  advantage  to  the  country  to- 
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day,  should,  by  the  destruction  to-night, 
by  fire,  of  the  property  on  which  he 
qualiGed,  be  unfitted  to  discharge  those 
duties  io-morrow.  In  my  judgment  he 
would  be  just  as  useful  to  this  House 
and  to  the  country  to-morrow  as  he  is  to- 
day, and  I  think  that  a  qualification 
which  is  so  unyielding  in  its  terms  ought, 
in  some  way  or  other,  to  be  modified,  or,  if 
possible,  left  in  abeyance,  as  it  has  been 
during  the  past  thirteen  years.  Suppose, 
for  instance,  I  considered  this  resolution 
unwan-anted  by  the  Constitutional  Act, 
and  paid  no  attention  to  it,  the  Clerk,  I 
presume,  would  report  to  the  House  that 
I  had  failed  to  make  the  necessary  declar- 
ation. What  can  the  House  do  ?  Can 
they  follow  it  up  by  expelling  me  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— No. 
The  effect  would  merely  be  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  you  had  not  done  so. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— And  I  should 
remain  in  my  seat.  Nothing  would  be 
accomplished  whatever,  except  that  the 
House  would  be  informed  that,  for  somo 
reason  or  other — and  it  could  not  know 
whether  from  a  mere  whim  or  other 
cause -*I  had  failed  to  make  this  declara- 
tion. I  question  whether  there  is  any- 
thing in  the  British  North  America  Act, 
or  in  oar  rules  which  gives  the  Senate 
power  to  deal  with  such  a  case,  and,  con- 
sequently, I  think  that  the  proposed  rule 
would  be  entirely  inoperative.  Now, 
my  idea  is  that  if  this  property  qualifi- 
cation is  fo  be  of  any  real  service,  it 
most  be  enforced,  and,  to  accomplish  that, 
would  require,  not  merely  the  rule  that 
has  been  offered  for  our  adoption,  but 
several  others,  and,  I  believe,  even 
more  than  that— either  a  change  in  the 
British  North  America  Act,  or  the 
emactment  of  a  law  similar  to 
that  which  protects  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  which  would  soon 
bring  anyone  to  book  who  ventured  to 
take  a  seat  here  without  possessing  the 
necessary  qualification.  If  this  latter 
plan  should  be  adopted,  and  a  heavy  fine 
be  imposed  for  each  day  that  any  person 
disqualified  should  sit  or  voi^  in  this 
House,  it  would  be  a  very  serious  matter 
for  any  person  to  violate  that  law ;  but, 
unless  we  have  some  legislation 
of  that  kind,  I  do  not  see  how 
this  rule  can  be  made  effective. 
I  am  not  familiar  with  the  law,  and  do 
Eon.  Mr.  Vidal. 


not  see  where  we  get  powers  to  enforce 
it ;  possibly  it  may  be  given  in  the  ISth 
section  of  the  Confederation  Act,  by 
which  we  may  exercise  all  the  privileges, 
immunities  and  powers  enjoyed  by  the 
British  House  of  Commons.  Under 
those  powers,  there  might  be  some  way 
found  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

Hon.Mr.  BUREAU— The  33rd  section 
provides  that  the  Senate  shall  hear  and 
determine  questions  respecting  the  quali- 
fications of  senators. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — ^Tt  is  that  clause 
which  constitutes  the  Senate  a  court  to 
try  such  oases,  but  there  is  no  rule  by 
which  we  can  really  bring  this  clause 
into  operation. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— There  is  one  rule 
with  regard  to  a  member  who  shall  be 
absent  for  two  sessions. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— I  was  about  to 
allude  to  that  rule  to  shew  that  what  we 
have  the  power  to  do  we  have  done.  In 
the  case  of  a  member  who  forfeits  his 
seat  by  being  absent  for  two  sessions,  we 
have  directed  our  Clerk  to  perform  a 
simple  and  easily-discharged  duty,  because 
he  has  in  his  possession  the  documents  by 
which  he  is  able  to  give  the  required 
information  to  the  House.  He  is  the 
person,  of  all  others,  in  the  bes^  position 
to  certify  to  tHe  absence  or  presence  of 
members  during  a  session,  and,  on  re- 
ceiving his  report,  the  House  is  in  a 
position  to  take  action  in  the  casa 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER-— The  case  is  not 
as  clear  as  would  at  first  blush  appeav; 
with  regard  to  a  member  who  has  for- 
feited )aa  seat  by  two  years'  absence, 
because  he  may  have  been  absent  iu  con- 
sequence of  sickness,  without  any  record 
of  it  being  in  the  possession  of  the  Olerk. 
In  all  such  cases,  though  the  member 
has  virtually  lost  his  seat,  it  would  not 
be  declared  vacant  without  the  action  of 
the  House,  as  in  the  case  of  Sir  Edward 
Kenny. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — I  can  see  no  way 
by  which  this  question  of  qualification . 
can  be  dedded  by  any  similar  process. 
Now,  it  is  a  matter  of  history,  that  there 
was  a  qualification  for  members  of  the 
British  House  of  Commons.  It  existed  as 
far  back  as  Queen  Anne's  time.  A  mem- 
ber was  required,  when  he  took  his  seat 
in  the  House,  to  make  an  affidavit  that 
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he  possessed  the  requisifce  qualification. 
He  did  so  in  general  terms,  and  that 
declaration  was  accepted.  He  simplj 
said  that  he  was  qualified  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  statute.  But  if 
any  member  from  his  seat,  or 
anybody  outside  of  Parliament,  by 
petition,  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  member  making  that  declaration 
was  not  possessed  of  the  qualification, 
then  the  House  called  upon  lliat  member 
to  make  a  new  declaration,  specifying 
the  property  on  which  he  qualified,  and 
he  was  held  to  that  declaration ;  and  if 
that  was  determined  by  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  be  insufficient, 
his  seat  was  forfeited,  although  he 
possessed  a  sufficiency  of  other  property, 
so  particular  were  they  about  it. 
It  will  have  to  be  the  same  here 
before  qualification  can  be  inquired  into* 
The  declaration  that  we  make  is  that 
we  have  property  to  the  value  sf  ecified 
in  the  Act,  but  if  that  declaration  should 
be  questioned  we  should  then  have  to 
specify  where  the  property  was  situated, 
and  give  its  description  and  value.  It  is 
a  serious  and  difficult  question,  and, 
while  this  resolution  is  a  move  in  the 
right  direction,  I  think  it  requires  more 
careful  consideration  than  it  has  yet  re- 
ceived 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
My  hon.  friend  is  probably  not 
aware  of  the  consideration  that  has 
been  given  to  this  matter  by  mem- 
bers of  this  House  for  the  last 
two  or  three  sessions ;  and  where  I 
think  the  hon.  gentleman  is  mistaken  is 
in  this  :  he  does  not  bear  in  mind  that 
this  rule  is  only  suggested  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that 
a  member  of  this  House  has  not  made 
the  declaration.  The  only  way  of  in- 
quiring into  the  question,  if  it  comes 
before  the  House;  is  by  referring  it  to  the 
Standing  Conmiittee  on  Privileges. 
There  are  only  two  ways  of  bringing  the 
matter  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  at  all,  at  present— one  bv  peti- 
tion, preferred  by  somebody  to  the  House, 
and  if  such  a  petition  should  be  present- 
ed, the  course  of  the  leader  of  the  House 
would  1)0  to  move  that  the  petition 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Privileges ;  the  other  way  would  be  for 
some  member  to  rise  in  his  place  and  say 
that  he  believed  the  hon.  Mr.  so-and-so 
Eon.  Mr.  Vidai. 


is  no  longer  qualified  to  occupy  his  seat 
in  this  House.  What  could  be  more 
painful  than  this  ?  And  yet  it  is  desir- 
able to  bring  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  this  resolution  provides  the  least 
offensive  way  in  which  it  can  be  done  : 
that  the  member  has  not  made  the 
proper  declaration.  It  would  then  be  a 
matter  open  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  some  hon.  member  might 
feel  it  his  duty  to  mention  it  to  the 
Senate,  and,  in  that  way,  it  could  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Privileges. 
That  is  the  only  object  contemplated  by 
the  rule ;  it  draws  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  then  ^it  is  for  the  Senate  to 
say  whether  any  further  step  is  to  be 
taken  or  not.  With  reference  to  the 
objection  raised  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  De  Lanaudi^re  (Mr.  Bellero8e)|I  do 
not  think  he  has  considered  that  this  pro- 
posed rule  does  not  press  any  additional 
obligation  on  the  members  ih>m  Quebec. 
That  obligation  is  already  imposed  on 
them  under  the  provisions  of  the  British 
North  America  Act,  and  this  rule  does 
not  propose  to  increase  it  or  render  it 
more  burdensome  in  any  way.  If  an 
boni  gentleman  from  Quebeo  ceases  to 
hold  property  in  the  division  which  he 
represents,  and  no  longer  resides  there, 
he  would,  when  the  declaration  camo  to 
be  made,  have  to  restore  himself  to  the 
position  of  a  property  owner  or  resident 
in  his  district.  He  ought  to  have  been 
in  that  position  all  the  time,  under  the 
Act.  When  his  attention  is  called  to  the 
fact  every  five  years,  he  would  naturally 
endeavor  to  maintidn  his  qualification, 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  desirable,  in  the 
interests  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  that 
it  should  be  so.  My  hon.  friend  says  he 
does  not  know  why  the  members  from 
Quebeo  should  have  been  placed  in  this 
exceptional  position.  The  reason  was 
tlus  :  that,  in  Quebeo,  the  population  is 
mixed  —  partly  English  and  partly 
French.  The  minority  is  English,  and 
it  was  thought  very  desirable  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Lower  Canada  who 
attended  the  conferences  held  for  the 
purpose  of  framing  the  Confederation 
resolutions  (and  the  French  representa- 
tives, in  a  most  liberal  spirit,  acceded 
to  the  suggestion  then  made),  in 
the  interests  of  the  EngHsh-speaking 
people  of  the  Province,  that  there  should 
be  fixed  geographical  divisions  for  each 
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Senator  from  Quebec,  because  the  bulk  of 
the  English-speaking  people  is  found  in 
the  Eastern  Townships  and  in  the  Ottawa 
district,  and  it  was  thought  desirable  to 
enact  that  certain  members  of  this  House 
must  come  from  certain  districts  or  divi- 
sions, er  must  hold  property  in  such 
districts,  the  presumption  being  that  it 
would  insure  a  representation  of  the 
English  minority  as  well  as  of  the 
French  majority  of  the  Province  in  the 
Senate.  That  was  the  reason  the  distinc- 
tion was  made.  It  seems  to  me  that,  in 
drawing  attention  to  this  matter  once  in 
every  Parliament,  we  are  doing  the 
\'ery  least  that  ought  to  be  done  by  this 
House,  and  we  are  adapting  the  least 
offensive  means  which  could  be  used  for 
inviting*the  attention  of  hon.  gentlemen 
to  the  terms  upon  which  they  hold  their 
seats,  namely,  that  the  qualification  must 
be  permanent,  and  securing,  as  far  as  it 
can  be  done,  that  it  shall  be  so.  I  had 
hoped  very  much  that  the  resolution 
which  I  had  proposed  woald  have  been 
allowed  to  pass  without  debate.  For  my 
own  part,  I  refrained  purposely  from 
going  at  all  beyond  what  was  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  it.  I 
believe  it  would  be  found  very  muck  in 
the  interest  of  the  House,  and  I  trust 
that  it  will  now  be  adopted  unanimously. 
Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE— I  believe 
that  the  Hon.  Minister  of  Militia  (Sir 
Alex.  Campbell)  has  not  quite  caught 
my  objection.  I  do  not  complain  of  the 
exceptional  position  in  which  the  consti- 
tution places  ^nators  from  Quebec  as  to 
their  qualification.  This  we  have 
accepted,  and  we  are  ready  to  stand  by, 
but  what  I  have  been  trying  to  shew 
is,  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
would,  practically,  put  us  senators  from 
Quebec  in  a  far  worse  position  than  we 
occupy  under  the  British  North  America 
Act.  Under  existing  circumstances,  if, 
as  I  have[already  stated,  the  property  on 
which  a  Senator  from  Quebec  is  qualified 
should  be  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  first  session  of  a  new  Parlia- 
ment, no  one  would  even  think  of  laying 
a  complaint  before  the  Senate,  at  least 
for  a  few  months,  in  order  to  be  sure 
that  new  buildings  were  not  to  be  erect- 
ed, but,  if  this  resolation  is  to  be  adopted, 
no  Senator  from  Quebec  could  escape. 
He  would  have  to  iqfNMify  kis 
qualification,  and,  as  he  could  not, 
Hon,  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


on  account  of  the  circumstances  above 
mentioned,  the  Clerk  of  this  House 
would  have  to  report  the  fact  and  prac- 
tically lay  a  complaint  against  that  sen- 
ator, a  thing  which  certainly  could  not 
be  agreeable  to  any  member. 

Hon,  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— He 
would  be  excused  from  making  his 
declaration. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE --The  hon. 
Minister  who  has  interrupted  me  will 
excuse  me  if  I  answer  that  the  Senator, 
standing  in  such  a  position,  could  not 
legally  or  decently  be  excused  by  this 
House.  To  be  so  excused  would  require 
the  House  to  be  informed  of  the  facts, 
and  the  facts  having  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  hon.  members,  either  in  this 
way  or  by  a  report  of  the  Clerk,  how 
could  their  honors  excuse  the  member  so 
disqualified,  in  the  face  of  the  constitu- 
tional law,  which  enacts  in  the  31st 
section  of  the  British  North  America  Act, 
as  follows  : — 

**  The  place  of  a  Senator  ehall  beoome 
vacant  in  anf  of  the  foUowiiig  cases.       *      * 

"  If  he  ceases  to  be  qualified  in  respect  of 
property  er  of  residence." 

Would  not  the  Senate,  then,  be  forced 
to  take  up  the  case  and  decide  that  the 
seat  of  that  hon.  Senator  was  vacant? 
Tne  hon.  Minister  of  Militia  has  stated, 
in  answer  to  my  remarks,  that  the  only 
reason  which  had  led  the  fi*amers  of  our 
Constitution  to  make  such  a  difference 
between  the  qualification  of  senators 
from  Quebec  and  that  of  senators  haO- 
ing  from  the  other  provinces,  was  the 
fact  that  the  Province  of  Quebec  con- 
tained an  important  minority  of 
English-speaking  people.  To  that  I 
may  answer  that  this  only 
shews  the  liberality  displayed  by  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  that  Pro- 
vince. It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  our  sister 
provinces  have  not  shewn  the  same  lib- 
erality to  the  different  minorities  speak- 
ing the  French  lasguage,  living  amongst 
them.  If  such  had  been  the  case,  sena- 
tors hailing  from  each  and  every  pro- 
vince of  the  Dominion  would  have  been 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  to  qualifica- 
tion, and  then  there  could  have  been  no 
objection  to  the  passing  of  the  resolution 
now  under  consideration,  because  then 
the  new  rule  would  have  affected  all 
senators   alike.     But  if   the   new   rule 
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should  be  adopted,  such  would  not  be  the 
case,  and  it  might  then  happen  that  the 
very  day  a  senator  from  Quebec  would 
lose  his  seat,  one  of  his  colleagues  hail- 
ing from  another  province,  and  having 
met  with  a  similar  accident,  could  retain 
his,  even  in  case  he  might  be  a  less 
wealthy  man.  I  ask  hon.  gentlemen  is 
this  fair  ?  -J  say  it  is  not,  and,  conse- 
quently it  is  my  duty  to  oppose  it  Not 
that  I  am  afraid  that  it  may  work  im- 
juriously  to  myself,  or  to  the  greater 
number  of  senators  from  Quebec  who 
have  now  a  seat  in  this  House,  but  I 
^ow  not,  and  none  of  my  colleagues  can 
tell  who  may  take  my  seat,  or  those  of 
our  colleagues,  from  that  Province  when 
we  are  gone  to  another  world.  There- 
fore, I  feel  it  my  duty  not  to  ?ilow  such 
a  precedent  to  be  established,  for,  when 
that  rule  shall  have  been  adopted,  it  will 
be  more  difficult  to  remove  it  from  our 
book  of  rules  and  orders,  than  it  is  now 
to  vote  it  down,  before  it  is  made  a  pre- 
cedent 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  feel 
that  there  is  very  great  force  in  the  ob 
jection  which  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Bellerose)  has  stated  to  this  House.  It 
ought  not  to  be  the  desire  of  the  Senate, 
and  I  am  sure  it  is  not  their  desire,  to 
pass  any  resolution,  in  the  discharge  of 
our  duty,  which  will  unfairly  embarrass 
senators  from  any  part  of  the  Dominion. 
The  members  from  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec, as  has  been  explained  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  De  Lanaudi^i'e,  do  stand 
in  a  diffeiient  position  from  that  occupied 
by  members  from  the  other  provinces, 
and  it  might  be  well  if  the  leader  of  the 
'  Government  in  this  House  would  allow 
me  to  propose  that  this  debate  be  ad- 
journed until  the  next  sitting  of  the 
House,  in  order  to  give  us  an  opportunity 
to  consider  the  objection  that  has  been 
raised. 

The  motion,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  sdfoumed  it  4ri0  p.m. 


THE  SENATK 

Monday,  April  12th,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  eight 
•o'clock  p.m. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 
Hon.  Mr,  BdUrote. 


DISALLOWANCE  OP  BRITISH 
COLUMBIAN   ACTS. 

MOTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD  moved  :— 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  praying 
that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be  laid 
before  this  House,  copies  of  all  correspondence 
between  the  Dominion  Government  and  the 
Frovincial  Government  of  British  Columbia, 
and  between  the  Supreme  Court  Judges  of 
British  Columbia  and  the  Local  and  Dominion 
Governments,,  on  the  <  Better  Administration 
of  Justice  Act,  1878,'  and  the  *  Judicature  Act, 
1879,'  both  passed  by  the  Local  Legislature, 
together  with  the  official  protest  of  the  said 
Judges  against  the  allowance  of  those  Acts ; 
and,  also,  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  hon. 
the  3f  inister  of  Justice  on  the  various  British 
Columbian  Acts  of  the  sessions  1877,  1878 
and  1879,  not  hitherto  printed.^' 

He  said  :  My  object  in  moving  for  these 
papers  is  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Justice  on  these  Acts  mentioned 
in  this  motion,  and  also  his  opinion  of 
the  protest  of  the  judges  against  the 
allowance  of  these  Acts. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL--I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  in 
the  papers  asked  for  that  would  prevent 
them  from  being  brought  down.  Some 
of  them  may  be  of  a  confidential  char- 
acter, and,  in  that  case,  cannot  be  made 
public ;  but  any  that  are  not,  will  be 
brought  down. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


THE  SENATE   DEBATES. 
A     QUESTION   OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  rise  to 
a  question  of  privilege.  I  claim  permis- 
sion again  to  repeat  that  a  grave  charge 
was  preferred  against  the  reporters  of 
this  House  on  the  5th  April,  just  a  week 
ago.  They  were  charged  with  unfairly 
and  dishonestly  reporting  the  proceedings, 
and  with  inspiring  an  attack  in  a  city 
paper  upon  a  Senator  of  this  House.  I 
now  ask  the  leader  of  this  House,  who 
ought,  by  virtue  of  his  high  position,  to 
be  the  guardian  of  its  honor — who  ought 
to  be  the  protector  of  the  weak  against 
the  strong — who  ought,  clothed  as  he  is 
with  the  power  and  authority  of  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Crown,  to  see  even-handed 
justice  meted  out  to  all — I  ask  him  : 
does  he  think,  when  we  sac  to-day  as  a 
Committee  on  Pririleges,  that  he  acted 
in  a  manner  to  reflect  honor  upon  this 
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House  1  We  all  feel  thnt  tlie  character 
of  erery  man  is  dear  to  him,  bat  esptci- 
ally  of  those  who  have,  by  their  ability 
and  industry,  to  earn  their  bread ;  and 
are  we,  as  members  of  the  Dominion 
Senate,  to  be  placed  in  the  humiliating 
position,  by  the  leader  of  this  House,  of 
not  seeing  a  fair  opportunity  afforded  to 
the  accused  to  defend  themselves  against 
the  charges  preferred  against  them  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— T  do 
not  know  that  I  have  much  to  say  to  the 
remarks  made  by  the  hon.  gentleman. 
The^  hon.  Senator  from  Richmond,  the 
other  day,  made  some  reference  to  the 
conduct  which  he  believed  had  been  pur- 
sued towards  him  by  certain  persond 
employed  by  the  Senate,  and  he  made  a 
statement  on  the  subject  from  his  place 
in  the  House.  I  suggested,  as  the  best 
plan  which  occurred  to  me,  that  the 
matter  should  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges.  That  Committee 
met  to-day,  and  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Miller),  in  the  just  exercise  of  his  privi- 
leges as  a  member  of  the  House,  said  that 
he  had  not  asked  that  there  should  be 
any  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Piivi- 
legeH,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to  submit 
to  that  Committee.  I  therefore  moved 
that  the  Committee  should  rise,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  I  was  quite  right  in  doing 
so ;  no  other  step  could  have  been  taken. 
I  think  the  House  will  believe,  as  I  do, 
that  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  that  they 
will  smile,  as  I  do,  at  the  attack  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Alexander)  has 
made  ap<xi  me. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  think 
hat  this  is  a  matter  of  too  serious  a 
nature  to  bo  treated  in  a  jocular  manner. 
While  anybody  who  rises  to  speak  of  it 
should  approach  the  subject  with  great 
tenderness  and  regard  for  the  feelings  of 
everybody  affected  by  it,  we  ought  to 
remember  that  two  individuals,  whose 
character  has  been  attacked,  have  not 
been  given  an  opportunity  to  defend 
themselves,  and  I  think  the  reporters, 
who  have  done  their  duty  faithfully  dur- 
ing this  and  former  sessions,  are  entitled 
to  an  investigation  of  the  charges  made 
against  them  a  week  ago.  I  do  not 
deeiro  to  continue  this  duumssion  at  the 
present  time,  but  I  must  say,  that  it 
would  be  a  mistake,  in  my  opinion,  and 
unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  Seaate  to 
let  the  matter  rest  where  it  is. 
Hon,  Mr.  Alexander. 


THE  COMMITTKE  ON  CONTINGENCIES. 
QUESTION   OP    PRIVILEGE. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXILNDEIU-I  rise 
again  to  a  question  of  privilege.  I  see 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
tingencies in  his  place.  May  I  ask  him 
when  ^  intends  to  oall  the  Committee 
together  t  ^ 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL- 
That  is  not  a  question  of  privilege. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDIR— Then,  I 
ask,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  wken 
the  Committee  on  Contingencies  is  to  be 
called  together  % 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— The  hon.  gen- 
tleman asked  me  a  few  days  ago  to  call 
the  Contingent  Committee  together,  and 
I  had  made  up  my  mind  at  that  time  to 
do  so  on  Tuesday,  at  his  request,  with 
the  object  of  having  some  informal  con- 
versation in  reference  to  a  motion  which 
is  on  the  paper.  On  consideration,  how- 
ever, I  concluded,  as  the  Committee 
would  have  to  bo  caHed  together  after 
the  adoption  of  that  motion,  that  it  would 
be  useless  to  have  two  meetings  so  near 
each  other  on  the  same  subject,  and, 
besides,  I  was  not  so  sure  that  it  would 
be  respectful  to  tho  House  to  attempt 
to  call  an  informal  meeting  to  diseuss  a 
matter  which  it  had  before  it,  to  fore- 
stall, as  it  were,  its  action.  I,  therefore, 
concluded  not  to  call  the  Committee 
together  until  after  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  on  Wednesday  next 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  —  Will 
the  hon.  gentleman  call  the  Committee- 
on  Contingencies  together  on  Wednesday 
next  at  eleven  o^clock  f 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— No. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— The  hon. 
gentleman  declines  1 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Yes;  I  de- 
cline. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  have  a 
most  important  matter  to  bring  before 
that  Committee ;  one  deeply  affecting  the 
public  interest,  and  the  honor  of  this 
House,  and,  yet,  when  I  ask  the  hon. 
gentleman,  with  all  respect  and  deference 
to  the  House  and  himself  individually, 
to  call  the  Committee  on  Contingancies 
together,  he  refuses  to  do  so. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— If  the  hon. 
gentleman  will  state  to-  ma  the  matter 
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which  he  desires  to  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee, 1  shall  state  in  reply  whether  I 
will  or  will  not  call  the  Committee 
together.  But  tht  hon.  gentleman  has 
already  told  me  that  he  desires  the  meet- 
ing to  be  held,  in  order  that  there  may 
be  an  informal  discussion  on  the  subject 
of  the  resolutions  on  the  paper  for  to- 
morrow. Is  that  the  matter  which  the 
h^n.  gentleman  wishes  to  submit  to  the 
Committee  1  If  it  is,  I  shall  not  call  the 
Committee  together  until  after  the  motion 
which  is  now  on  the  paper  is  dealt  with. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  am  sur- 
prised at  the  course  taken  by  the  Chair- 
man of  that  Committee.  I  have  been  in 
Parliament  for  twenty-two  years,  and  it 
is  the  first  time  that  I  have  known  a 
Chairman  of  a  Committee  refuse  such  a 
request,  when  it  has  been  represented  to 
him  that  a  grave  and  important  matter 
required  to  be  investigated.  I  want  to 
know  how  this  House  is  going  to  deal 
with  this  matter  ?  Are  not  all  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Committee  the  public 
servants  of  the  Senate  t  Is  not  the 
Chairman  of  that  Committee  a  public 
servant  of  the  House  ?  We  are  appoint- 
ed by  the  House  to  discharge  our  duty, 
and,  when  a  member  feels  that  he  has  a 
grave  and  serious  duty  to  discharge  to 
the  country,  the  hon.  gentleman  refuses 
to  call  that  Committee  together.  I 
charge  hi^,  seriously  and  calmly,  on  the 
floor  of  this  House,  with  impeding  the 
public  business.  He  has  taken  the 
responsibility  of  refusing  a  member  the 
right  to  bring  before  a  committee  of  the 
Senate  a  matter  of  the  gravest  possible 
importance  to  the  public. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— If  the  hon. 
gentleman  expresses  surprise  at  my  con- 
duct in  this  instance,  I  do  not  stand 
alone  in  a  surprise  of  a  diiferent  character. 
I  am  sure  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
House  have  expressed  surprise,  during 
the  whole  session,  at  the  course  he  has 
pursued  in  relation  to  the  business  of  the 
country.  His  conduct  this  session  in 
connection  with  the  public  business  seems 
to  be  one  of  an  extraordinary  character,  one, 
first,'  of  a  vain  glorification  of  himself  in 
connection  with  the  reporting  of  his  own 
speeches ;  and,  second,  of  his  attacks  upon 
certain  1q^mbers  of  the  Senate.  The  hon. 
gentleman  has,  to  my  knowledge,  been 
defietming,  in  a  most  infamous  manner, 
Hon.  Mr.  MiUer. 


some  of  the  leading  members  of  this 
House  in  connection  with  the  motion 
which  is  now  on  the  Minutes,  and  which 
is  to  come  up  for  consideration,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  next  Wednesday.  Ti^e  hon. 
gentleman  has  been  defaming,  in  my 
presence  and  in  the  presence  of  other 
members  of  ihe  Senate,  in  the  most  un- 
justifiable manner,  some  of  the  most  res- 
pectable members  of  this  House,  and  has 
been  shewing  a  temper  and  passion  for 
which  there  may  be  some  excuse  in  a 
charitable  construction  of  his  conduct  and 
ciircumstances ;  but  in  no  other  light  can 
his  conduct  be,  for  one  moment,  tolerated 
or  justified  by  any  sane  man. 
The  subject  then  dropped. 

CANADA  GUARANTEE  COMPANY'S 
BILL. 

THIRD    BEADING. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER  moved  the  third 
reading  of  Bill  (22)  "  Further  to  amend 
the  Act  therein  cited,  incoi-porating  the. 
Canada  Guarantee  Company.'* 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  moved  the  following 
amendment,  to  clause  A  of  the  amend- 
ments : — 

« Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  be 
constraed  to  affect,  change  or  diminish  the 
liability  of  any  existing  shareholder  in  th»' 
said  Company,  for  any  claim  or  demand  liow 
ezistiDg  under  any  policy  heretofore  granted 
by  the  said  Canada  Guarantee,  whether  such 
claim  be  now  in  suit  or  whether  the  same  be 
merely  notified  to  the  said  Company,  or  other- 
wise awaiting  adjustment  or  examination ;  bnt 
such  person  holding  claims  and  the  said 
Guarantee  Company  shall  remain  in  the  same 
relative  position  as  if  the  Act  had  never  been 
passed.^' 

'Jlie  SPEAKER— I  observe  that  the 
practice  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  all 
cases  where  a  bill  has  been  set  down 
on  the  Orders  of  the  Day  for  the 
third  reading,  is  that  the  bill  is  read 
before  the  amendments  are  pro|)osed, 
and  then,  any  member  has  a  right  lo 
propose  amendments.  But  the  course 
has  been  adopted  here  of  making  a  motion 
that  the  bill  b^  not  now  read  the  third 
time,  but  that  it  be  amended  in  a  certain 
direction.  That  course  would  apply 
where  it  was  desirable,  or  where  it  was 
the  wish  of  a  member  of  the  House  to 
refer  the  bill  back  to  committee  U> 
amend  it,  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
House,  but  the  practice  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  as  far  as   I  have  had  an  oppor- 
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tunity  of  observing  it,  is  that,  when  the 
Order  of  thei  Day  is  called,  the  bill  is 
read  the  third  time,  and  then  it  is  quite 
competent  for  any  member  of  the  House 
to  move  an  amendment.  It  simplifies 
proceedings,  and  is  attended  with  less 
difficulty  in  peeping  the  minutes.  I 
merely  make  a  suggestion  ;  I  would  not 
attempt,  myself,  to  interfere  with  or 
change  the  practice  which  has  prevailed 
in  this  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  —Practically,  I  sup- 
pose, there  is  no  objection  to  adopt  this 
amendment.  It  seemed  to  me  that  when 
a  bill  was  to  be  read  the  third  time,  an 
amendment  might  be  made  of  which 
notice  was  given. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  then  moved  his 
amendment. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
suppose  that  this  amendment  does  not 
include  those  claims  which  are  inchoate 
— claims  that  may  exist,  but  have  not 
been  pressed  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— It  only  affects 
claims  of  which  the  Company  have  had 
notice. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
That  is  the  intention  % 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT—Yes. 
The  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and 
the  Bill  was  passed. 


WITKESSES  IN  COMMON  ASSAULT  CASES 
BILL. 

ORDER   DISCHARGED. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
read,  that  the  Hou^e  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Bill  (41)  "  To  provide 
that  persons  charged  with  common  as- 
sault shall  be  competent  as  witnesses,'' 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  he  had  been 
unable  to  obtain  an  interview  with  the 
promoter  of  the  Bill  in  the  other  House, 
although  he  had  tried  on  two  or  three 
occasions  to  see  him.  For  that  reason, 
and  from  the  fact  that  his  hon.  friend 
from  De  Lanaudi^re  had  a  Bill  of  the 
same  nature  before  the  House,  but  which 
would  take  a  different  place  on  the 
Statutes,  it  might  possibly  be  that  his 
measure  would  supersede  the  one  which 
he  (Mr.  Miller)  had  in  charge.  As  they 
The  Speaker. 


had  arranged  to  allow  the  two  Bills  to  go 
to  Committee  'together,  he  would  ask 
that  the  order  be  discharged,  and  that 
this  Bill  be  referred  to  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
order  was  discharged. 

OFFENCES    AGAINST    THE  PERSON 
PARTIAL  REPEAL  BILL. 

SECOND    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  moved  the 
second  reading  of  Bill  (L)  "  To  repeal 
the  Act  intituled  '  An  Act  to  provide  that 
persons  charged  with  common  assault 
shall  be  competent  as  witnesses,'  and  to 
amend  the  Act  intituled  *  An  Act  re- 
specting offences  against  the  person.*" 
He  said  that  this  Bill  was  to  the  same 
purport  as  the  measure  of  which  the  hon. 
{Senator  from  Bichmond  had  charge. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  asked  permission, 
before  the  House  adjourned,  to  make  a 
correction  in  the  report  of  a  few  remarks 
he  had  made,  when  the  resolution  in  re- 
terence  to  the  qualification  of  Senators 
was  under  discussion  a  few  days  ago. 
Those  remarks  had  not  been  sent  to  him 
for  revision.  He  had  been  made  to  say 
that  absence,  through  sickness,  would  pre- 
vent a  senator  from  being  disqualified. 
What  he  had  said  was  in  reference  to  a 
remark  from  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Samia  (Mr.  Yidal),  who  had  stated  that 
it  was  an  easy  matter  for  the  Clerk  to  re- 
port to  the  House  when  a  member^s  seat 
was  affected  by  absence,  because  he  was 
the  person  in  the  best  position  to  certify 
to  the  absence  or  presence  of  members 
during  a  session.  To  this,  he  (Mr. 
Miller)  had  replied  that  the  records  did 
not  always  shew  it,  because  a  member 
might  be  at  Ottawa,  or  within  ten 
miles  of  Ottawa,  sick,  and  his  time 
would  coun^  in  the  same  way  as  if  he 
had  attended  in  his  place->a  very  dif- 
ferent thing  from  saying  that  absence 
from  sickness  would  have  no  effect  on  his 
seat. 

The  House  adjourned  at  8.50  p.m. 
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THE  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  April  ISih,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings, 

THE  SENATE  DEBATES. 

REPORT     OF     THE     COMMITTEE    ON 

PRIYILE0B8. 

The  SPEAKER,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Privileges,  submitted  the 
following  report : — 

^  That  the  said  Oommittee  met  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  on  the  12th  instant,  and  took  into 
consideiation  the  order  of  reference  of  the  5th 
of  April,  when  it  was  moved  and  carried  that 
the  Committee  do  rise." 

Hod.  Mr.  MILLER— At  this  stage  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  day,  I  rise  to  move 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn.  I  make 
this  motion  in  order  to  enable  me  regu- 
larly to  bring  before  the  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances  under  which, 
a  few  days  ago,  I  made  certain  charges 
in  my  place  against  the  reporters  of  the 
Senate.  That  question  was  referred,  not 
at  my  instance,  to  the  Committee  on 
Privileges,  but  I  did  not  consider,  in 
the  present  stage  of  the  matter,  at  least, 
that  it  was  necessary  I  should  make  a 
question  of  piivilege  between  myself  and 
two  employis  of  the  House.  I,  there- 
fore, stated  to  the  Committee  when  it 
met  that  I  did  not  desire  the  question  to 
be  discussed  in  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leges, at  lelist,  before  I  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  offering  to  the  House  such  ex- 
planations as  I  considered  I  was  in  a 
position  to  submit  in  reference  to  the 
charges  which  I  made  against  these 
individuals.  I  have  been  a  member  of 
the  Senate  for  nearly  thirteen  years,  and 
during  that  time  I  have  experienced,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  and,  in  fact,  on 
all  occasions,  the  greatest  kindness  and 
consideration  from  my  colleagues.  I 
cannot  charge  my  memory  with  ever 
having  brought,  daring  that  long  period 
of  years,  a  single  personal  question  before 
the  Senate,  and  from  this  fact  I  would 
wisbhom.  gentlemen  to  understand  the 
unpleasantness  which  it  caused  me  to 
have  to  introduce  a  matter  of  a  personal 
character  to  your  notice.  Before  pro- 
ceeding to  touch  upon  the  question  to 
which  I  intend  to  address  myself,  I  wish 
io  make  a  remark  or  two  with  regard  to 
H(m.  Mr.  Miller. 


other  subjects  which  have  been  connect- 
ed with  the  discussion  of  it  in  this  House. 
It  seems  lo  be  considered  by  some  gentle- 
men that  it  is  very  wrong  for  a  member 
of  Parliament,  in  his  place  in  the  House, 
exercising  one  of  his  highest  functions 
and  privileges,  the  unshackled  free- 
dom of  speech  which  is  a  pecu- 
liarity of  our  canstltutional  system — 
that  a  member  exercising  ,  that  privilege 
should,  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  arraign 
one  who  has  not  an  opportunity  of  de- 
fending himself  on  the  floor  of  this 
House.  Why,  a  proposition  such  as  that 
must  strike  every  scholar  of  constitu- 
tional history  as  one  of  a  most  absurd 
character  ?  The  man  who  finds  fault 
with  a  member  of  Parliament  lor  assault- 
ting  an  individual,  or  any  number  of 
individuals,  no  matter  how  high  or  how 
low  may  be  their  position,  on  the  ground 
that  they  have  no  opportunity  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  to  defend  themselveSj 
is  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  parlia- 
mentary privileges.  I  have,  therefore, 
been  astonished  to  hear  myself  censured 
on  the  ground  that  I  had  done  an 
unwarrantable  act  in  assailing  men  who 
have  not  the  chance  to  defend  themselves 
on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  Why,  nine- 
tenths  of  the  assaults  made  in  Parlia- 
ment are  made  upon  individuals  who  are 
not  members  of  Parliament,  and  if  you 
take  away  the  right  u>  make  such  assaults 
you  would  denude  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament of  their  most  important  powers 
in  serving  the  true  interests  of  the 
country.  I  should  like  to  hear  what 
would  be  said  to  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  who  would  state  that  it  was 
impi^oper  to  assail  in  that  House  a  man 
who  was  not  a  member  of  that  Chamber, 
and,  therefore,  had  no  opportunity  of  de- 
fending himself  1  I  say  that  it  is  not  im- 
proper to  assail  anybody  that  a  member 
of  Parliament  thinks  it  is  his  duty  to 
assail,  and  he  is  to  be  controlled  only  by 
his  consciousness  of  his  responsibilities, 
and  by  public  opinion.  There  is  another 
distinction  which  some  gentlemen  require 
to  be  reminded  of  in  connection  with  this 
question.  They  consider  language  ap- 
plied to  individuals  not  on  the  floor  of 
this  House  governed  by  the  same  rules 
as  regulate  debates  before  the  Senate, 
between  its  members^  which  is  a  very 
mistaken  conclusion.  In  order  to  encour- 
age and  secure  decorum  of  discussion  in 
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Parliament,  there  are  certain  rules  laid 
down  with  regard  to  parliamentary  utter 
aaces,  which  have  no  reference  whatever 
to  an  individual  who  is  not  a  member  of 
Parliament.  These  rules  are  laid  down 
for  a  wise  purpose,  in  order  that  in  the 
deliberations  of  Parliament,  members 
may  not  overstep  the  limits  of  propriety, 
and  thereby  prevent  calm  deliberation 
and  that  harmony  of  feeling  and  gentle- 
manly intercourse  which  it  is  necessary 
should  prevail.  If  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment believes  that  an  individual,  whether 
an  official  of  either  House  or  not,  is  a 
disreputable  character,  it  would  be  per- 
fectly parliamentary  for  him  to  say  so,  in 
language  which  would  not  be  proper  for 
him  to  use  to  a  member  of  the  Housa 
If  he  believes  that  an  official  of  the 
House,  or  an  individual  outside  of  it,  is 
a  dishonest  character,  or  a  spy  on  the 
deliberations  of  the  HoTise,  it  would 
be  perfectly  parliamentary  for  him  to 
designate  the  individual  in  such 
language,  though  it  might  not  be  parlia- 
mentary if  the  person  assailed  were  a 
member  of  the  House.  I  may  say  that 
I  approach  this  question  with  feelings  of 
regret.  Those  who  know  me  iptimately 
will  believe  that  it  can  afford  me  no 
pleasure,  but,  on  the  contrary; much  pain, 
to  have  to  assail  individuals  who  do  not 
occupy  the  same  position  that  I  do  in 
this  Chamber.  But,  feeling  conscien- 
tiously that  I  have  been  wronged  by 
these  reporters,  and  that  I  am  certain 
in  the  future  to  be  wronged  by  them,  it 
is  my  duty,  my  right  and  my  privilege 
to]  express  what  I  feel,  and  it  is  not  a 
breach  of  parliamentary  decorum  for  me 
to  do  so  in  the  strongest  terms  that  I 
may  use.  With  regard  to  these  report- 
ers, I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that,  to  a 
large  number  of  hon.gentlemen,  they  have 
discharged  their  duties  satisfactorily,  and, 
up  to  a  short  time  ago,  I  had  myself  not 
much  fault  to  find  with  them  ;  in  fact,  I 
was  myself  not  unfriendly  to  them  until 
a  very  recent  period.  'I  have  no  doubt 
there  are  men  in  this  Chamber  who  have 
found  these  reporters  discharge  their 
duty  more  than  satisfSactorily,  and  such 
membera  have  a  right  to  entertain  their 
own  opinions  with  r^ard  to  them ;  but, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  believe  that 
they  have  not  discharged  their  duties 
satisfactorily  or  fairly  to  me,  and  it  is  my 
right  and  privilege  to  complain  when  I 
Hon,  Mr,  Miller, 


think  so.  The  first  occasion  on  which  I 
had  any  differences  with  these  gentlemen 
was  towards  the  close  of  last  session.  A 
sub-oommittee  of  the  Debates  Committee 
was  appointed,  in  order  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  reporting  of  the  debates  of 
this  session.  My  hon.  friend  from  Prince 
Edward  Island  (Mr.  Haythome)  waa 
Chairman  of  that  Sub-Committee. 
Arrangements  were  entered  into  with 
the  present  reporters  under  which 
the  publication  of  the  Senate  Debater 
should  take  place  in  the  Free  Press,  I, 
myself,  was  desirous  that  the  reports 
should  appear  in  a  morning  paper,  and  I 
ascertained,  what  I  did  not  know  before, 
until  a  late  period  of  the  session,  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  obtain  a  publication 
of  our  reports  in  the  Citizen^  a  morning 
paper.  I,  therefore,  used  every  exertion 
that  I  could  to  have  the  agreement  with  the 
Free  Press  cancelled,  and  I  believe  that  I 
was  mainly  the  cause  of  that  being  done, 
much  to  the  displeasure  of  the  reporters. 
I  do  not  know  why  the  reporters  pre- 
ferred to  have  our  debates  published  in 
the  Free  Press,  but  the  fact  was  notorious 
to  the'  gentlemen  who  acted  on  the 
Committee  that  they  were  desirous  that 
the  official  reports  should  not  appear  in 
any  other  paper,  and  they  were  displeased 
with  me  for  using  my  influence  in  this 
House  and  in  the  Committee  to  bring 
about  a  change.  Shortly  after  that 
occurrence,  I  had  occasion  to  speak  in 
this  House  on  a  matter  in  which  I 
took  some  interest,  and  addressed  the 
House  for  some  fifteen  minutes.  A  gen- 
tleman followed  me  who  spoke  for  about 
five  minutes ;  and  in  the  next  morning's, 
telegraphic  summary  in  the  Montreal 
and  Toronto'  papers  I  found  that  the 
gentleman  who  followed  me,  and  who 
was  a  slow  speaker  in  comparison  ta 
myself,  had  nearly  twice  as  much  spa^^e 
in  the  telegraphic  summary  as  I  had.  It 
was  a  matter  on  which  I  desired  at  the 
time  to  have  my  views  ^brought  before 
the  country,  and  I  thought  the  thing  waa 
so  very  marked  that  it  could  not  be 
otherwise  than  intentional.  I  went,, 
myself,  to  the  reporter's  office,  and.  asked 
them  how  such  a  thing  could  have  oc- 
curred, and  I  told  them  that  I  could  not 
help  looking  upon  it  as  intentional.  I 
informed  them  on  that  occasion  that,  if 
they  treated  me  in  that  manner,  I  would 
not  forget  it,  and,  because  I  said  so,  it  haa 
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been  mentioned  by  tbem  and  by  members 
in  this  House  that  I  made  a  threat 
against  them  J  Could  anything  be  more 
absurd)  When  I  came  up  to  Parlia- 
ment this  session  I  was  placed  upon  the 
Beporting  Committee  without  any  re- 
•quest  of  mine.  I  took  very  little  interest 
in  the  reporting  of  the  debates  of  the 
House.  1  spoke  very  little  and  intended 
to  speak  very  little  during  the  session, 
and,  therefore,  hardly  ever  attended  the 
meetings  of  the  Debates  Committee. 
Day  after  day  the  hon.  chairman  of  that 
-Committee  (Mr.  Alexander)  came  to  my 
room  complaining  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  reports  were  being  made, 
and  asked  my  permission  to  have 
the  reporters  called  to  my  room  in 
order  to  have  them  reprimanded,  and  to 
insist  upon  them  doing  the  work  better. 
I  generally  told  him  that  I  did  not  care 
how  the  reporting  was  done.  I,  in  fact, 
regretted  to  see  that  there  was  more  of 
a  personal  sort  of  glorification  and  vanity 
in  connection  with  reporting  in  certain 
quarters  than  was  in  the  interest  of  the 
House  or  the  country,  and  I  was,  there- 
fore, indifferent  as  to  whether  his  views 
were  carried  out  in  r^ard  to  the  report- 
ing of  the  debates.  At  his  earnest 
solicitation,  one  of  the  reporters  was 
brought  to  my  room  on  several  occasions, 
and  was  remonstrated  with  in  my  pre- 
sence. After  the  reporter  retired^  the 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Alexander)  up- 
braided me  with  not  having  sustained 
him,  and  helped  him  make  the  reporters 
do  their  duty  more  efficiently.  The  first 
occasion  on  which  I  sent  for  the  contrac- 
tor himself,  was,  I  think,  something  like 
a  month  ago,  and  it  happened  under  these 
circamstaiices  :  I  came  to  the  House  early 
ene  morning  and  found  that  the  papers 
had  not  been  distributed  in  our  boxes. 
I  requested  a  messenger  to  go  out  and 
buy  me  a  paper.  He  returned  with  one 
which  contained  no  supplement.  An 
hour  after,  I  got  my  CUizen  in  the  box  at 
the  Post  Office,  and  found  that  it  con- 
tained a  supplement,  in  which  two  or 
three  columns  of  our  debates  appeared. 
I  thought  it  stiange,  as  the  understand- 
ing with  the  Citizen  was  that  not  only 
papers  famished  to  us,  but  also  the 
entire  edition,  should  contain  the  supple- 
ments in  which  the  debates  of  the  Senate 
appeared,  and  1  conceived  it  was  just 
jx>8sible  that  the  paper  was  not  faithfully 
Bon.  Mr.  MUler, 


carrying  out  its  contract.  I  thought  it  a 
matter  which  deserved  investigation  and 
sent  for  the  contractor — the  only  time 
that  I  sent  for  him  daring  the  session. 
He  came  to  my  room  and  explained  the 
matter  to  me.  He  said  he  did 
not  understand  how  it  had  hap- 
I)ened,  and  did  not  believe  that 
it  occurred  as  a  general  thing.  I  ascer- 
tained myself,  during  the  day,  that  the 
Citizen  newspaper  was  faithfully  carry- 
ing out  the  contract  for  the  publication 
of  the  debates,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
cident to  which  I  have  alluded.  I  was 
satisfied  when  I  had  that  information, 
but  the  reports  were,  at  that  time,  several 
days  behind  hand,  and  I  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  contractor  to  the  necessity  of 
more  prompt  publication.  I  said  tliat, 
for  my  own  part,  sooner  than  have  the 
reports  issued  in  such  a  dilatory  manner 
I  should  prefer  to  have  no  reports  at  all. 
This  was  the  amount  of  conversation 
that  I  addressed  to  him  on  that  occasion. 
He  at  once  became  aggressive,  and,  I 
will  go  further,  and  say,  decidedly  in- 
sulting. He  turned  upon  me  and  said, 
"  I  have  been  in  Washington  and  New 
York,  reporting  there,  and  had  no  trouble 
at  all,"  and,  addressing  a  gentleman  who 
was  in  the  room,  he  remarked,  *'  Mr. 
Miller,  last  year,  threatened  that  he  would 
give  me  trouble,  and  this  is  the  way 
he  is  doing  it."  I  made  no  answer 
to  that,  knowing  its  untruthfulness, 
and,  not  desiring  to  get  into  an 
altercation  with  the  reporter,  I  requested 
him  to  leave  the  room.  As  he  was  leav- 
ing, when  he  got  to  the  door,  he  said,^''If 
I  cannot  talk  to  you  here,  I  will  find 
some  other  place  to  do  so,"  and  he  went 
away.  Shortly  afterwards — next  day,  I 
think — an  attack  appeared  in  one  of  Uie 
newspapers  of  the  country  upon  me,  a 
falsified  report  of  that  very  interview. 
I  knew  of  no  means  by  which  the  cor- 
respondent of  that  paper  could  have  got 
it,  except  through  the  reporter,  and  I 
believe  now  that  he  was  the  inspirer  of 
that  attack.  I  may  be  wiong,  but  I 
honestly  and  siucerely  believe  it.  On 
several  other  occasions,  attacks  of  a 
similar  character  have  been  made  upon 
me  in  the  same  paper,  all  in  connection 
with  some  difficulty  growing  out  of  the 
reports  of  the  debates  of  the  House,  and, 
therefore,  I  concluded^  as  I  have  a  right 
to  conclude  and  infer,  that  they  were 
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all  from  the  same  source  as  the 
original  attack.  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  weighing  circumstantial 
evidence,  and  I  believed  that  this  case 
was  a  strong  one.  I  felt  that  this  conduct 
was  an  injustice  to  me,  that  I  did  not 
deserve  it,  and  that  we  had,  on  the  floor 
of  the  House,  men  who  were  acting  as 
spies  upon  my  conduct,  and  reporting 
every  trivial  incident  that  occurred  in 
the  House,  in  order  that  newspaper 
attacks  might  be  made  upon  me.  Think- 
ing so,  I  made  use  of  language  in  the 
House  which  I  was  justified  in  using 
under  the  circumstancs,  which  I  have  ex- 
plained. Shortly  afterwards,  on  the  1st 
of  April,  I  took  occasion,  in  my  place  in 
the  House,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  manner  in  which  unim- 
portant discussions,  especially  upon  bills 
in  committee,  were  spread  over  our  re- 
ports, and  suggested  the  propriety  of 
curtailing  and  condensing  such  reports. 
The  Senate  will  recollect  whether,  in 
doing  so,  I  exhibited  the  slightest  warmth 
or  temper.  I  ask  if  I  did  not  do  it  in 
the  calmest  and  most  dispassionate  man- 
ner, and  with  the  simple  desire 
of  promoting  the  business  of  the  House? 
In  making  that  suggestion,  no  one  would 
suffer  more  than  myself,  because  no  mem- 
ber of  the  House  participates  in  dis- 
cussions on  bills  in  committee  more  than 
I  do.  Therefore,  I  was  aiming  at  myself, 
perhaps,  more  than  any  other  member  of 
the  House.  After  I  resumed  my  seat, 
the  hon.  the  leader  of  the  House  got  up 
and  followed  me  in  the  same  strain. 
While  he  was  speaking,  the  hon.  member 
from  Woodstock  (Mr.  Alexander),  who 
is  Chairman  of  the  Debates  Committee, 
entered  the  Chamber,  and,  when  the  Min- 
ister of  Militia  resumed  his  seat,  took 
the  floor,  and  indulged  in  a  tirade  of 
the  most  unjustifiable  character  upon 
him.  While  he  was  doing  so,  I  stood  up 
in  my  place  and  assured  him  that  the 
Minister  of  Militia  was  not  to  blame  for 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  House, 
and  that  if  anyone  was  to  blame  it  was 
myself.  The  hon.  gentleman,  however, 
proceeded  with  his  speech,  but,  at  the 
conclusion  of  it,  finding  out  his  error,  he 
made  an  apology  to  the  Minister  of 
Militia.  In  the  report  of  the  discussion 
of  that  day,  my  S2)eech,  which  exonor- 
ated  th(«  Minister  of  Militia,  was  sup- 
pressed altogether,  without  any  refer- 
Hon.  Mr.  MiUer, 


ence  te  me,  or  knowledge  on  my  part. 
Taking  this  in  connection  with  the  ante- 
cedents which  I'  have  referred  to,  I 
believed  that  it  was  dishonestly  sup* 
pressed,  and  it  will  be  so  believed  by 
every  impartial  man.  More  than  that, 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Woodstock  (Mr.  Alex- 
ander) was  altered — altered,  I  do  not 
know  by  whose  authority,  because  no 
one  has  the  right  to  completely  alter  or 
remodel  a  speech  delivered  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  which  is  to  go  in  the 
official  report  of  our  debates,  and  it  could 
not  have  been  done  without  the  improper 
connivance  of  the  reporters.  It  was  their 
duty  not  to  permit  it  without  the  consent 
of  the  Debates  Committee,  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  meeting  of  that  Com- 
mittee was  called  to  secure  that  consent ; 
but,  more  than  that,  the  apology  which 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock  made 
to  the  Minister  ot  Militia,  which  was  the 
most  important  feature  of  the  discussion, 
because  it  completely  relieved  the  hon. 
the  leader  ot  the  House  from  all  blame 
for  bringing  the  matter  before  the  House, 
was  suppressed.  I  say  these  are  facts 
which  cannot  be  denied,  but  which  may, 
possibly,  be  .explained,  and  if  they  can  be 
explained,  nobody  will  be  more  happy  to 
hear  the  explanation  than  myself.  With 
these  facts  before  me,  I  was  justified,  I  am 
sure,  in  the  opinion  of  every  impartial 
and  right  thinking  man,  in  using  strong 
language  in  condemning  the  conduct  of 
the  reporters  of  the  House.  There  was  no 
justification  for  the  suppression  of  my 
remai'ks,  and  I  say  that  the  reporters 
took  an  unwarrantable  liberty  with  the 
records  of  this  House  when  they  at>- 
tempted  to  omit  that  portion  of  the  dis- 
cussion and  the  apology  made  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock  from  the 
report.  The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Alex- 
ander), on  that  occasion,  said  it  was  very 
wrong  to  bring  such  a  matter  before  the 
House,  and  that  it  should  be  referred  to 
the  Debates  Committee.  Some  hon. 
gentlemen  have  peculiar  ideas  about  the 
functions  of  committees.  Committees 
are  struck  for  the  convenience  of  mem- 
bers and  that  of  the  House,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  public  business,  but  they  do  not 
supersede  the  functions  and  powers  ai 
the  House.  If,  therefore^  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman desires  to  make  a  chaise  or 
bring  any  matter  before  the  House,  in- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Building  Societies*  and  Loan    [April  13,  1880.]  Co.i  Belief  Bill  287 


stead  of  going  to  any  of  its  committees, 
unless  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee under  standing  orders,  he  is  at 
liberty  to  bring  it  before  the  HOuse.  It 
was  in  the  exercise  of  my  undoubted 
right  to  suggest  an  improvement  in  the 
system  of  reporting  the  debates  that  I 
brought  up  the  subject  in  the  House  on 
that  occasion.  I  think,  therefore,  any- 
body who  has  heard  the  facts  which  I 
have  related  will  feel  that  I  was  not  un- 
warranted in  the  course  which  T  have 
pursued.  As  I  have  already  said,  many 
hon.  gentlemen  in  tliis  House  are 
satisfied  with  the  present  I'eporters,  but 
they  have  taken  a  personal  dislike  to  me, 
and,  therefore,  I  am  not  likely  to  get 
justice  from  them.  I  need  not  remind 
the  House  what  power  these  individuals 
possess.  A  member  gets  up  and  attacks 
me  in  the  House,  and,  if  th^  reporters  ai*© 
friendly  to  him,  they  can  polish  up  his 
speech  to  make  it  ringing  and  stinging, 
and  far  worse,  and  they  can  slyly  and 
quietly  blur  over  my  sentences,  and  drop 
the  point  of  my  argument  in  such  a  way 
that  it  is  impossible  to  bring  a  charge  of 
intentional  dishonesty  against  them. 
Therefore,  I  feel  that  I  occupy  an  unfor- 
tunate position  towardi*  these  reporters 
under  the  circumstances,  and  that  I  am 
justified  in  expressing  my  dissatisfaction 
to  the  House.  This  ends  the  explanation 
I  desired  to  make  to  the  Senate  in  rela- 
tion to  the  charge  I  brought  against  the 
reporters  a  few  days  ago. 
[The  remainder  of  Mr.  Miller's  speech,  which 
was  a  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Eaulbach, 
of  April  6th,  Inst.,  is  omitted,  Mr.  Kaul- 
bach  having  consented  that  all  that  was 
offensive  to  Mr.  Miller,  in  that  speech, 
should  be  expmiged  from  the  official  re- 
port of  the  debates.] 


8AULT    STE.    MARIE    RAILWAY    AND 
BRIDGE  COMPANY'S  BILL. 

BILL   WITHDRAWN. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Railways,  Telegraphs  and  Harbors, 
reported  that  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
(E)  "To  incorporate  the  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  Railway  and  Bridge  Company," 
desired  to  withdraw  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  moved  that  leave 
be  granted  to  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
to  withdraw  it,  and  that  they  be  refunded 
the  fee  paid  upon  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
n&n.  Mr.  Miller. 


ST.     CLAIR    AND    ERIE     NAVIGATION 
COMPANY'S    BILL. 

REPORTED   FROM    COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railways,  Telegraphs  and 
Harbors,  reported  Bill  (31)  "Toincor- 
porate  the  St.  Clair  and  Lake  Erio 
Navigation  Company,"  with  several 
anendments,  some  of  which,  he  ex- 
plained, were  important.  One  was  to 
provide  for  compensation  for  the  diverting 
of  water-courses.  The  sixth  clause  was 
amended  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  a  third  arbitrator,  there  being  no  pro- 
vision therefor  in  the  Bill  as  it  came 
from  the  Commons.  The  10th  clause, 
which  provided  for  the  punishment  of 
persons  maliciously  obstructing  or  imped- 
ing navigation,  was  considered  entirely 
unnecessary,  as  there  was  already  a  law 
which  applied  to  such  cases,  and  this  part 
of  the  clause  was  struck  out.  In  the  26th 
clause  there  was  an  important  omission — 
that  was,  the  liability  of  a  shareholder 
for  the  debts  of  the  Company  in 
case  he  made  himself  personably  liable. 
That  error  was  rectified.  The  31st 
clause  was  important,  because  it  enabled 
the  Company  to  issue  promissory  notes. 
As  the  public  who  took  the  notes  could 
not  know  whether  they  were  properly 
issued  or  not,  the  clause  was  amended  to 
provide  that  the  President  and  Treasurer 
should  be  personally  liable,  unless  they 
were  issued  by  authority  of  a  quorum  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Company.  There 
were  other  verbal  amendments,  which 
could  not  now  be  explained,  as  the  re- 
port would  be  printed  in  the  Minutes. 

Hon.  Mr.  YIDAL  moved  that  the 
amendments  be  taken  into  consideration 
to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BUILDING  SOCIETIES*  AND  LOAN  COM- 
PANIES'   RELIEF    BILL. 

^HIRD     READINQ. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  third 
reading  of  Bill  (F)  "An  Act  for  the 
relief  of  Permanent  Building  Societies 
and  Loan  Companies." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Before  the  Bill 
is  passed,  I  desire  to  make  an  amendment 
to  it.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  8th 
clause,  foreign  corporations  doing   busi- 
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ness  in  this  country,  under  authority  of 
the  Act  37  Vic,  cap.  49,  were  to  make 
returns.  I  find  that  there  are  only  five 
companies,  forei^  corporations,  doing 
business  in  Canada,  that  have  taken 
out  license,  consequently  those  that  have 
not  taken  out  licenses  would  not,  under 
the  Bill  as  it  stands,  have  to  make  returns. 
The  object  of  my  amendment  is  that  all 
foreign  corporations  doing  business  in 
Canada  shall  be  obliged  to  make  returns. 

The  amendment  uras  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROTJSE— In  moving  the 
amendments,  of  -which  I  have  given 
notice,  I  desire  to  offer  a  few  remarks. 
Legislation  to  be  just  should  bear  equally 
on  all  classes.  The  interests  of  the  poor 
man  should  be  held  as  sacred  as  those  of 
the  rich  man,  or  even  more  so.  The 
rich  man  is  the  man  of  power.  He  has 
the  means  to  protect  himself,  but  the 
poor  man  must  look  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  for  Lis  protection,  hence  the 
laws  should  be  so  enacted  that  they  will 
protect  the  weak  against  the  strong.  In 
former  legislation,  this  matter  has  been 
carefully  looked  to  in  granting  bank 
charters.  While  the  interests  of  the 
banks  have  been  cared  tor,  the  interests 
of  boiTOwers  have  not  been  forgotten. 
There  they  have  been  suiTOunded  by  all 
necessary  protection,  but  the  whole  ten- 
dency of  the  legislation  for  loan  and 
building  societies  has  been  to  give  power 
to  the  moneyed  interests  as  against  the 
borrower.  It  is  much  more  necessary 
that  we  should  be  careful  with  regard  to 
legislation  tor  those  building  and  loan 
societies,  than  with  legislation  affecting 
banking  institutions.  The  class  of  men 
who  borrow  from  the  banks  are  gene- 
rally men  of  education,  trained  in 
finance,  and  capable  of  looking  after 
their  own  interests ;  but  we  know  that 
the  powers  that  have  been  conferred  on 
building  and  loan  societies  have  been 
exercised  in  a  manner  that  has  borne 
heavily  upon  the  class  of  borrowers  who 
come  under  obligations  to  them.  Many 
of  the  borrowers  from  those  institutions 
are  men  who  are  not  able  to  read  or 
write,  and  they  are  often  induced  to  sign 
documents,  by  agents  of  these  companies, 
which,  in  many  cases,  ruin  them.  Some 
legislation  is  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  this  class  of  people.  What  are  the 
powers  conferred  upon  some  of  those 
loan  associations  1  They  can  not  only 
Hon*  Mr,  Aikina. 


charge  any  rate  of  interest  they  please 
against  borrowers,  but  can  fine  them  for 
non-fulfilment  of  any  of  the  conditions 
laid  down  in  their  contracts.  That 
power  is  unlimited.  They  can  pass 
by-laws  to  inflict  almost  any  fine  they 
please  upon  delinquent  borrowers.  They 
can  charge  a  rate  of  interest  against  the 
borrower  that  he  had  no  idea  of  when  he 
signed  the  contract.  They  extend  the 
payments  over  a  term  of  years,  and  chai^ 
interest  in  such  a  manner  that  any  failure 
to  moet  a  payment  involves  the  sacrifice 
of  the  borrower's  entire  property.  If  an 
unfortunate  farmer  finds  it  necessary  to 
bori'ow  from  one  of  these  companies 
$1,000,  the  payments  of  principal  and 
interest  are  extended  over  a  period  of 
ten  years,  and  he  is  obliged  to  pay  $150 
or  $165  a  year  for  that  term,  or  $1,650 
altogether.  The  farmer  meets  his  first 
payment  of  $165  at  the  end  of  the  first 
year.  At  8  per  cent,  the  amount  would 
have  been  $80,  but  the  farmer  pays 
$165,  and  there  is  left  a  balance  due. of 
$915.  But  he  is  under  an  obligation  to 
pay  $165  yearly,  and  if  he  makes  any 
default  in  payment  at  the  end  of  the  next 
year,  through  loss  of  crop  or  some 
other  misfortune,  he  may  be  made  to 
pay — and  in  some  instances  the  pro- 
perty has  been  sold  out  for  it — not  the 
balance  of  $915  due,  but  the  whole 
$1,650. 

Hon,  Mr.  SMITH— You  are  mis- 
taken. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE— I  am  not  mis- 
taken. This  has  been  tested  in  the  law 
courts  of  Ontario,  and  it  has  been  ruled 
by  the  Chief  Justice,  that  an  individual 
haying  signed  an  obligation  of  that  kind, 
he  must  fulfil  it.  I  believe  that  what  I 
say  can  be  substantiated  on  the  floor  of 
this  House.  This  being  the  case, 
I  say  that  the  unfortunate  farmer 
who  signs  such  a  document  should 
be  protected  by  the  Parliament 
of  the  country.  Who  become  the 
borrowers  from  these  companies  1  Look 
through  the  country  and  you  will  see. 
You  will  find  the  effect  that  these  com- 
panies are  having  upon  the  land.  We 
have  some  35  or  40  loan  and  building 
societies  in  Ontario  and  some  16  in 
Quebec — ^between  50  and  60  in  all.  They 
have  loaned  out  no  less  than  $30,000,000, 
for    which     they    hold    mortgagiA    on 
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farms  in  these  two  provinces.  And 
these  companies  are  multiplying  every 
year  to  such  an  extent  that  their  ramifi- 
cations will  soon  extend,  not  on]y  through 
the  older  provinces,  but  thi'oiighout  the 
entire  Confederation,  and  it  is  time  that 
Parliament  should  look  into  this  matter. 
These  companies  possess  immense  power 
and  exercise  it  to  the  disadvantage  of 
borrowera.  I  know  I  will  be  told  that 
no  individual  need  borrow  money  from 
those  societies,  and  that  if  anyone  does 
80,  ic  is  his  own  business.  If  hon.  gen- 
tlemen would  pass  through  the  land  and 
converse  with  the  fanners,  they  would 
soon  understand  how  these  companies 
operate.  I  have  been  appealed  to  scores 
of  times  to  explain  such  contracts  which 
farmers  had  signed,  the  purport  of  which, 
they  did  not  understand.  Many  farmers 
are  induced  by  agents  to  mortgage  their 
properties.  Every  small  paper  throughout 
Ontario  contains  advertisements  of  these 
societies,  offering  to  loan  money  at  a 
certain  rate  of  interest.  The  companies 
always  appouit  the  cleverest  men  that  they 
can  get  in  each  section  of  the  country 
to  carry  on  their  business  of  loaning 
money  upon  improved  farms,  **  at  a  low 
rate  of  interest,  circumstances  favor- 
able." These  societies  have  their  agents 
at  eveiy  four  comers  in  the  townships 
and  villas^es  throughout  the  country,  to 
induce  fa.mers  to  mortgage  their  proper- 
ties for  various  purposes.  An  agent 
approaches  a  farmer  and  says  :  "  This  is 
a  beautiful  farm  of  yours;  have  you  cleared 
and  improved  it  all  yourself)  You  must 
have  worked  hard  to  brmg  it  from  a  wild- 
erness to  its  present  state  of  perfection." 
The  farmer  replies  :  **  I  have  done  it  all 
myself."  The  agent  says  :  "  You  have 
two  boys  here,  John  and  James,  very 
fine  lada  ;  surely  you  do  not  wish  them 
to  moLsten  the  soil  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brows  1  John,  if  he  had  an  opportunity, 
woald  no  doubt,  make  a  successful  mer- 
chant ;  why  not  give  him  an  easier  life  ? 
Then,  there  ia  James  ;  he  is  a  bright  lad ; 
why  not  send  him  abroad,  and  educate 
him  for  a  profession  V  The  faimer  says : 
''  I  have  no  money."  The  agent  remarks : 
"  J  will  lend  you  any  amount  of  money 
for  that  purpose,  on  your  farm*  You 
can  send  your  sons  out,  and  when  they 
become  distinguished  men  they  can  repay 
you  the  money  that  it  costs  you  to  start 
•them  in  life.  I  will  only  charge  you 
Hon,  Mr,  Brou$e. 


9  or  10  per  cent,  for  the  loan."  The 
mother,  who  thinks  her  sons  are  as  smart 
as  anyone's,  advises  her  husband  to  mort- 
gage the  farm  to  give  the  boys  a  chance. 
In  this  way.  farm  after  farm  is  mort- 
gaged in  Older  to  send  young  men  into 
the  cities  to  swell  the  lists  of  bankrupts 
and  the  over-crowded  ranks  of  the  pro- 
fessions. The  great  trouble  in  the  coun- 
try to-day  is  that  farmers'  sons  prefer 
city  life  to  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
their  fathers.  Hon.  gentlemen  will  say 
that  these  companies  transact  their  busi- 
ness fairly  and  squarely.  If  they  do, 
they  cannot  object  to  the  resolutions  that 
I  have  introduced,  but  there  is  an  opinion 
prevailiQg  that  they  do  not  conduct  their 
business  fairly.  A  loan  company  says 
to  a  borrower :  "  We  will  lend  you  money 
at  8,  9  or  10  per  cent.,"  and  they  make 
him  believe  that ;  but  what  is  the  fact? 
If  the  borrower  fails  to  Make  a  payment, 
his  property  is  taken  from  him,  and  he 
is  held  responsible  for  the  whole  amount. 
These  companies  pay  to  their  stock- 
holders, not  10,  12  or  15  per  cent., 
but  much  larger  dividends,  besides 
adding  a  large  rest  to  their  capital. 
There  is  one  company,  which  is  under 
the  management  of  an  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  that  has  boasted  of  having 
made  a  clear  profit  of  25  to  28  per  cent, 
in  a  year,  although  they  profess  to  charge 
a  poor  farmer  only  8  per  cent,  on  the 
straight  loan  plan« 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS-I  should  like  to 
know  if  the  hon.  gentleman  refers  to  me  ? 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE— No. 

Hon.   Mr.    SMITH— Does  the  hon. 
gentleman  refer  to  me  9 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE--.No;  to  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Samia  (Mr.  Yidal).. 
It  is  necessary  that  the  public  should 
understand  this  matter  ;  the  more  thor 
oughly  it  is  ventilated  the  better.  These 
institutions  are  becoming  so  numerous 
throughout  the  land,  and  have  such  ex- 
traordinary powers,  that  it  is  time 
some  check  should  be  placed  upon 
them  before  they  go  any  further. 
All  of  them  do  not  work  injuri- 
ously to  the  borrower,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  such  companies  will  object  to 
these  amendments  that  I  have  proposed. 
In  fact,  I  think  they  would  prefer  to  see 
them  engrafted  on  the  Bill  that  is  now 
19 
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before  the  House.  Any  company  that 
is  willing  to  conduct  its  operations 
squarely  and  above  board  on  the  straight 
loan  system  is  sure  to  liucceed.  I  beg 
to  move  the  following  amendments  : — 
That  after  clause  A  of  the  amend- 
ments the  following  clauses,  B,  C  and  D, 
be  added  : — 

''  Clause  B. — Every  loan  made  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act  by  any  permanent  build- 
ing society  or  loan  company,  incorporated 
under  the  said  chapter  fifty-three  of  the  Con- 
solidated Statutes  of  Upper  Canada,  or  any 
act  thereby  consolidated,  or  by  or  under  any 
act  of  the  Parliameot  of  Canada,  or  by  any 
institution  or  corporation  incorporated  with- 
out the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  authorized 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  passed  in  the 
thirty-seventh  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign, 
chapter  forty-nine,  to  lend  and  invest  money 
in  Canada,  shall  be  subject,  and  shall  be  held 
to  have  been  made  subject,  to  the  following 
conditions,  anything  in  any  deed  or  writing 
in  relation  to  such  loan  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, that  is  to  say  : — 

"  First. — That  no  defeult  on  the  part  of  the 
borrower  shall  subject  him  to  any  fine,  or  to 
the  payment  of  interest  at  any  higher  rate 
than  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  loan. 

<^  Second. — That  when  the  amount  lent  shall 
he  wholly  paid  back,  voluntarily  or  under 
compulsion,  the  interest  on  that  amount,  or 
any  balance  thereof,  shall  be  calculated  and 
charged  and  paid  at  no  higher  rate  than  the 
rate  agreed  upon  when  the  loan  was  made. 

«  Third. — That  the  loan  shall  be  redeemable 
at  any  time  by  the  repayment  of  the  amount 
lent,  or  of  any  balance  thereof  remaining  due, 
in  one  sum,  and  by  the  payment  of  all  interest 
due  thereon,  and  of  interest  thereon  for  six 
months  from  and  beyond  the  day  of  payment." 

''  Clause  C. — Every  such  society  or  company, 
institution  or  corporation,  shall  cause  a  true 
copy  of  every  indenture  of  mortgage  to  which 
it  shall  become  a  party  as  mortgagee,  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
mortgagor  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  such 
indenture  of  mortgage,  or  at  the  time  when 
the  loan  is  completed." 

"  Clause  D — No  such  indenture  of  Mortgage 
shall  be  valid  or  shall  be  binding  on  the 
mortgagor  for  the  collection  or  payment  of 
interest,  unless  the  rate  of  the  interest  pay. 
able  by  the  mortgagor  oi^  the  principal  sum, 
or  sum  lent  by  the  mortgage,  and  thereby 
secured,  in  whatever  way  the  same  be  made 
payable,  has  been  written,  or  printed,  or 
stamped,  across  the  first  page,  or  only  page,  as 
the  case  may  be,  of  each  original  part  of  such 
indenture  of  mortgage,  in  ink  of  a  different 
tolor  from  that  in  which  such  original  part 
of  such  indenture  of  mortgage  is  written, 
stamped  or  printed,  and  in  words  as  follows, 
that  is  to  say :  '  Rate  of  interest,  six  (or,  as 
the  case  may)  per  cent,  per  annum '  before  the 
execution  of  such  indenture  of  mortgage  ;  and 
such  words  shall  be  taken  and  held  to  form 

Hon.  Mr.  Brouse, 


part  of  the  indenture  of  mortgage  on  which 
they  are  written,  or  printed  or  stamped.'' 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— This  is  a  Bill  for 
the  relief  of  building  and  loan  societies. 
To  my  mind  the  time  has  arrived  when 
Parliament  should  be  called  upon  to  dis- 
cuss a  measure  for  the  relief  of  borrowers 
as  well  as  lenders.  If  a  little  regard  had 
been  paid  in  the  past  by  Parliament  to 
borrowers  from  loan  societies,  T  think  we 
should  not  have  found  so  much  of  tho 
distress  that  exists  in  the  country  at  the 
present  time.  I  have  always  been  op- 
posed t.o  free  ti*ade  in  money.  I  have 
always  contended  that  money  is  not  like 
any  other  commodity,  but  that  the  rate 
of  interest  should  be  restricted.  The 
proposed  amendments  do  not  interfere 
with  existing  contracts,  but  only  provide 
a  nec^sary  safeguard  for  the  future 
against  tliose  harpies  who,  in  some  cases, 
exact  as  high  a  rate  of  interest  as  24 
per  cent,  from  unfortunate  borrowers. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  statement  from  the 
Hamilton  Provident  and  Loan  Society, 
from  the  hand  of  Mr.  H.  D.  Cameron, 
Treasurer  of  the  Society,  which  I  shall 
submit  to  the  House  by  way  of  illustrar 
tion,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  arouse  the 
country  to  the  enormity  of  the  evil  that 
exists  and  the  extortion  that  is  being 
practiced  by  those  companies.  This 
statement  was  sent  to  Mr.  John  White, 
M.P.,  and  is  an  account  addressed  to  a 
Mr.  A.  R.  Wigmore.  He  had  just  mar- 
ried and  purchased  a  farm,  on  which  he 
had  paid  about  one  thousand  dollars  of 
his  own  means,  and  had  borrowed  on  it 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  pay  the  balance 
of  the  purchase  roone}r ,  from  the  Hamilton 
Provident  and  Loan  Society.  The  num- 
ber of  the  loan  is  2,069.  The  first 
instalment  in  payment  of  the  loan  was 
$131.37,  which  fell  due  on  the  first  of 
of  January,  1879.  Through  the  failure 
of  his  crop  and  other  causes,  Jie  was  un- 
able to  send  the  money  promptly  when 
it  was  due.  All  appeals  for  time  to  allow 
him  to  make  up  the  amount  were 
unheeded,  and,  on  the  19th  of  March,  the 
Company  proceeded  to  sell  the  property. 
On  the  19th  of  April  following,  the  farm 
passed  into  other  hands  for  $1,400.  No 
writ  of  ejectment  was  taken  out  against 
the  mortgagor,  who  was  led  to  infer  that 
he  would  be  permitted  to  reap  the  crop  of 
fall  grain  he  had  in  the  ground.  It  had 
just  been  harvested  and  put  in  the  bam^ 
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-when  the  Company  placed  a  writ  in  the 
hands  of  the  l^liff,  who  sold  the  crop 
also,  leaving  the  unfortunate  man 
Ktripped  of  everything.  Now,  I  wish  to 
shew  that  it  cost  this  man  for  the  use  of 
that  thousand  dollars,  $233.97,  or  nearly 
24  per  cent,  for  one  year.  The  costs  in 
selling  the  farm  were  $210.09,  so  that 
for  the  short  space  of  one  year,  three 
months  and  nineteen  days,  this  man  paid, 
for  the  use  of  a  thousand  dollars,  over 
$455.31,  besides  bailiff's  fees  and  other 
expenses.  I  think  I  cannot  do  better 
than  to  submit  the  whole  statement  in 
order  to  convince  my  hon.  friend  from 
Hamilton  (Mr.  Hope)  that  those  com- 
panies do  exact  as  high  a  rate  of  interest 
^8  24  per  cent,  from  borrowers. 

«<  Thi  Hamilton  Pkovideht  and  Loan  Socibtt, 
Hamiltor,  Ont.,  Nov.  4th,  1879. 

«  Wm.  B.  Roxbubgh,  Esq.,  Norwood, 

Re  A.  B.  WiGMOBB,  No.  2,069. 
<<  Dear  Sir, 

*<  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the 
Seviety's  claim  as  at  October,  1879  : 

«STAT1M1NT. 

<'  14  ittstalmentsyetto  pay  of  $131.37 

each,  the  first  due  Jany.  Ist,  1880. $1839  IS 
**  Lees  discount  for  pre-payments . . ,     736  68 


$1102  60 
<"  Add  l8t  instalment,  due  Jany.  Ist, 

18^9 131  37 

"  Interest  on  arrears  to  Oct.  Ist,  1879       11  25 
*'  Costs,  Selling,  Commission,  Solici- 
tors, Ac 210  09 


*  Property  sold,  for. 


$1466  31 
.   1400  00 


^  Amount  due  the  Society $    66  31 

**  Yours  truly, 
(Signed)        ''H.  D.  Oaiobron, 

«  Treasurer, 
"  Per  K." 

It  is  time  that  the  farmers  of  this  coun- 
try were  waked  np  ;  a  •  farmer  requires 
only  one  transaction  of  this  kind  with  a 
loan  company  to  keep*  him  in  bondage 
for  the  rest  of  his  lifetime.  The  letter 
enclosing  the  above  statement  was  sent 
to  a  member  of  the  other  House,  Mr. 
John  White,  M.P.,  requesting  him  to 
use  his  influence  to  obtain  some  measure 
of  protection  for  unsuspecting  farmers 
against  these  loaning  institutions.  I 
think  this  House  is  a  place  where,  pro- 
bably, the  borrower  will  get  less  relief 
than  the  lender,  as  we  are  not  influenced 
by  the  same  feelings  as  other 
representatives,  to  whom  the  people 
Hon.  Mr,  Read. 


have  the  right  to  say,  when  appealed  to  : 
"  What  course  will  you  take  in  Parlia- 
ment  on  this  vital  question  T  It  is  a 
question  affecting  deeply  the  best  inter- 
ests of  this  country — probably  more  so 
than  any  other  subject  before  the  House. 
I  know  it  is  said  :  "let  borrowers  and 
lenders  make  their  own  bargains,''  but 
T  have  never  believed  in  it,  and  I  do  not 
believe  in  it  to-day. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH—Ts  not  the 
hon.  gentleman  a  shareholder  or  director 
in  one  of  those  coni panics  t 

Hon.  Mr.  READ — ^I  have  itoek  in 
one,  but  I  am  not  a  dircetor. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Does  it  pay 
well) 

Hon.  Mr.  HEAD — I  am  not  ander 
examination  on  that  point* 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH— Do  you  take  the 
interest  wheait  is  ofiered*  to  you  t 

Hon.  Mr.  READ — I  have  receive<f 
some  interest,  and  I  have  also  received- 
some  light  on  the  operations  of  leas 
societies.  I  know  how  the  people  artf 
imposed  upon ;  I  know  that,  when 
borrowers  suppose  they  are  only  paying 
seven  per  cent,  they  are  paying  fourteea 
or  fifteen  per  cent. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— Has  noe 
my  hon.  friend  been  a  director  f 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— I  have  been  a  d^- 
rector,  and  I  know  what  I  am  talking 
about ;  and  I  say  that  Pairliament  has  a 
right  to  step  in  and  assist  the  weak 
against  the  strong.  I  do  [not  wonder 
that  many  of  our  people  are  going  to  the 
United  States,  though  I  do  not  know 
that  legislation  will  prevent  it ;  but  I  do 
say  that  cases  like  tlie  one  I  have  ciced 
deserve  to  be  exposed,  and  they  shall  be 
exposed  by  me  wherever  I  get  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so.  This  is  the  only  case  irt 
which  I  have  the  statement  d  a  com- 
pany. 

Hon.  Mr.  HO*E— The  hon.  gentle- 
man has  no  such  statement  from  the 
Company  ;  it  is  something  that  has  been 
sent  down,  or  invented  by  some  other 
party. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— Will  the  hon. 
gentleman  be  so  kind  as  to  be  called  to> 
order  %  How  does  he  know  that  I  hav» 
notf    What  right  has  he  to  say  so  f  The: 
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bon.  gentleman  speaks  feelingly ;  no 
doubt  it  toaches  him,  and  when  people 
are  touched,  thej  become  uneasy  and 
cannot  keep  their  seats.  I  was  not 
aware  that  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Hamilton  was  th/e  Hamilton  Provident 
k  Loan  Society,  or  that  h«  had  been 
chiselling  this  unfortunate  man  out  of 
twenty-four  per  cent,  a  year 

Hon.    Sir    ALEX.    CAMPBELL— 
Order  !     Order  ! 

on.  Mr.  READ— If  he  is,  I  wish 
him  luck  of  his  ill-gotten  gains,  that  is 
all.  I  speak  strongly  on  this  subject,  but 
I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  do  so.  Com- 
panies have  no  right  to  set  traps  and 
snares  for  poor  people,  leading  them  to 
believe  one  thing,  when,  in  fact,  it  is 
something  else  entirely  different.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  this  Bill  ought  to 
be  amended,  and  that,  before  we  get 
through  this  session  of  Parliament,  we 
will  have  another  measure  before  the 
House  containing  even  more  stringent 
provisions  than  those  now  proposed  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Prescott.  The 
people  are  going  to  take  it  up,  and  the 
people's  representatives  will  be  heard  in 
a  manner  that  this  House  cannot  dis- 
regard. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— I  hope  that  the 
House  will  not  consider  it  necessary 
that  I  should  follow  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Presoott  (Dr.  Brouse) 
or  the  hon.  Senator  trom  Quints  (Mr. 
Head)  because  these  amendments  are  not 
pertinent  to  this  Bill,  and,  aa  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  just  said,  there  is  a  measure 
now  before  the  other  Chamber  to  which 
these  amendments  may  apply.  The  Bill 
under  consideration  merely  deals  with 
the  returns  to  be  made  by  building 
societies.  The  question  before  the  House 
is  whether  the  returns  that  these  societies 
and  corporations  are  to  make  under  this 
Bill  are  sufficiently  large  to  inform  the 
Oovemment  and  those  interested  in  them 
as  to  their  position  and  the  value  of  their 
securities.  The  building  societies  pro- 
fess to  have  been  misled  in  the  man* 
ner  that  I  have  already  explained,  by 
the  blank  forms  sent  out  to  them  by 
the  Government.  They  filled  these 
blanks  and  returned  them.  If  they  had 
been  in  aooordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  law,  this  Bill  would  not  now  be 
found  in  the  hands  of  a  member  of  the 
lion,  Mr,  Read, 


Government.  I  do  not  think  the  amend- 
ments which  have  been  submitted  to  the 
House  to-day  are  at  all  applicable  to  this 
Bill.  Some  of  them  might  very  well  be 
embodied  in  the  Bill  which  is  under  con- 
sideration in  the  Commons.  Even  if 
these  amendments  wero  adopted,  there 
are  several  of  the  largest  companies  in 
Canada  that  would  not  be  compelled  to 
comply  with  its  provisions. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— For  what  reason  1 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Because  they  are 
forei^  corporations,  not  doing  business 
under  the  Act  to  which  my  hon.  friend 
refers. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— Then  it  could  not 
have  any  effect,  and  it  would  not  make 
any  difference. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Why  should  you 
attempt  to  reach  some  of  the  companies 
without  including  the  whole  of  them  ? 
By  the  amendments  just  adopted,  all 
foreign  corporations  doing  business  in 
this  country,  whether  thev  are  acting 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  referred 
to  or  not,  will  be  included.  The  amend- 
ments of  my  hon.  friend  (Dr.  Brouse) 
are  not  at  ail  pertinent  to  this  Bill,  and, 
further,  they  are  not  the  amendments  of 
which  he  gave  notice.  They  have  been 
changed  and  elaborated  ;  and  I  do  not 
think  the  hon.  gentleman  has  treated  the 
House  quito  fairly  in  the  matter  in  pro- 
posing such  amendments  at  this  stage  of 
the  Bill.  I  hope  that  they  will  be  re- 
jected. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH  —  After 
hearing  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man behind  me  (Dr.  Brouse),  and  of  the 
hon.  member  from  Quints  (Mr.  Bead), 
my  sympathies  must  go  with  these  hon. 
gentlemen  in  their  endeavors  to  do  away 
with  the  abuses  of  the  instalment  system 
of  paying  off  mortgages  that  have  grown 
up  under  those  loan  societies  acts,  and  I 
do  think  that  there  are  hon.  members  of 
this  House  who  are  sufficiently  untram- 
melled and  independent  in  their  opinions 
and  actions  to  give  the  public  the 
protection  which  seems  so  necessary 
against  the  crushing  and  exorbitant  rates 
of  interest  exacted  from  borrowers.  I 
think  the  Bill  now  before  us  could  be  so 
changed  and  made  retroactive  as  well  as 
prospective  in  the  protection  of  tho  bor- 
rowing public,  so  as  to  control  and  regu- 
late the  operations  of  loan  societies. 
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Hon,  Mr.  AIKINS— Itwoidd  change 
the  character  and  intent  of  the  Bill 
altogether. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— Even  bo  ; 
I  think  this  gross  ahase  of  power  by 
those  companies  in  the  imposition  of  fines 
and  extorting  large  rates  of  interest 
would  justify  it.  Th«  hon.  gontlsimam 
from  Quints  has  related  an  extraordinary 
case,  an  official  statement  from  the 
treasurer  of  one  these  societies  :  A  young 
man  buys  a  farm  for  $2,000,  he  pays 
$1,000  in  cash,  and  borrows,  by  mortgage 
from  a  loan  company,  $1,000,  payable 
in  fifteen  instalments  of  $131.37.  But, 
failing  to  meet  his  first  instalment  by 
three  months  and  a  few  days,  his  pro- 
perty is  taken  from  him  and  is  sold,  under 
a  power  of  sale  contained  in  the  mortgage, 
by  the  company  for  $1,400,  and,  not  only 
that,  but  his  personalty  is  sold  to  make 
up  the  deficiency  claimed  under  the  con- 
ditions of  the  mortgage.  I  must  adn^it 
that  the  manner  in  which  thtse  calcula- 
tions are  made  is  intricate  and  deceptive, 
and,  as  it  must  be  difficult  for  the 
borrower  to  understand,  he  surely  should 
have  some  protection  in  the  manner 
uggested  by  my  hon.  friend  from 
'  Prescott,  and  power  to  redeem  loans  after 
six  months'  notice.  I  have  always  been 
opposed  to  the  usury  laws  as  they 
existed  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  I  believed 
that  their  tendency  was  to  send  money 
out  of  the  province  that  might  profi- 
tably have  been  expended  in  it,  to  where 
higher  rates  of  interest  were  obtainable, 
and  they  were,  therefore,  contrary  to  our 
interests.  Although  I  am  rather 
opposed  to  restricting  the  rate  of  interest 
for  money,  which  must  be  regulated  by 
supply  and  demand,  I  agree  with  my 
hon.  friend  that  the  arbitrary  power  to 
impose  fines  and  penalties  should  not  be 
given  to  these  companies,  as  the  tendency 
is  to  abufie  such  powers  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  borrower.  We  have  none 
of  those  extortionate  loan  societies  in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  it  is  well  we  have  not, 
and  I  am  amazed  at  what  I  have  heard 
as  to  their  mode  of  conducting  their 
operations  in  the  Upper  Provinces.  If 
they  can  exact  such  exorbitant  rates  of 
interest  in  the  manner  described,  wo  will 
soon  have  them  multiplying  and  spreading 
over  the  whole  country,  and  if  they  are  al- 
lowed thus  to  encumber  the  farms  of  old 
and  new  settlers,  the  tendency  will  be  to 
Hon,  Mr,  Kanlbach. 


discourage  settlement  and  injure  the 
country.  If  the  abuses  by  those  societies 
are  such  as  have  been  deplete*!,  I  hope 
there  will  be  found  in  this  House  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  of  independent 
opinions,  apart  from  those  who  are  said 
to  be  large  usurers,  to  vote  for  these 
amendments,  or  for  a  measure  that  will 
protect  the  people  from  such  extortion. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
House  adjourned  at  6  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Wedmadayy  April  Uth,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THE  NAVIGATION  OF  THE  ST.  LAW- 
EENCE. 

A  PETITION. 
Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— In  the  absence 
of  my  hon.  colleague  for  Montreal  (Mr. 
Ryan)  which  I  much  regret,  I  beg  to 
present  a  petition  asking  that  the  carry- 
ing trade  of  Canada,  both  inland  and 
sea-going,  should  be  exempted  from  the 
onerous  fees  and  dues  now  pressing  upon 
it.  This  is  a  matter  of  considerable  im- 
portance, not  only  to  Montreal,  but  to  the 
whole  country,  and  a  delegation  has 
been  here  to  confer  with  the  Govern  - 
ment  upon  the  subject  The  points  on 
which  the  petitioners  desire  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  action  and  this  House  to 
support  the  (Government,  are,  first  of  all, 
a  reduction  of  canal  ^tolls  ;  if  po^ible,  to 
make  the  canals  free,  as  I  believe  they 
are  in  the  State  of  New  York  at  this 
moment.  In  the  next  place,  they  ask 
for  the  completion  of  the  enlargement  of 
the  canals,  which  is  in  the  course  of  being 
done,  but  the  petitioners  desire  that  it 
should  be  done  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Then,  they  ask  that  measures  be  taken 
to  enlarge  the  harbor  of  Montreal  to 
meet  the  increasing  trade.  They  ask, 
further,  that  means  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  rates  of  towage  fiom  becoming  exces- 
sive, and  particularly,  if  I  understand  the 
matter  correctly,  to  prevent  their  being 
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dishonestly  charged  to  strangers  to  the 
port.  That  is  a  matter  of  some  impor- 
tance, even  in  the  eyes  of  those  who 
think  that  the  subject  of  towage  should 
be  left  to  the  law  of  supply  and  demand. 
Perhaps,  at  all  events,  a  maximum  rate 
might  be  established  for  the  purpose  of 
being  shewn  to  strangers  coming  to  the 
port,  who,  it  is  said,  are  sometimes  vic- 
timized. Last  of  all  is  the  question  of 
pilotage.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  concern 
to  trade,  as  everyone  is  aware,  and  the 
proposed  increase  in  charges  threatens 
serious  consequences  unless  something 
is  done.  In  the  absence  of  my  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Ryan)  I  have  thought  it  desira- 
ble, in  presenting  this  petition,  to  make 
these  eKj^lanations,  and  I  may  add 
that  the  petition  is,  I  fear,  not  quite  in 
order,  because  of  it  making  reference  txj  an- 
other document  which  is  attached  to  it. 
I  will,  however,  hand  the  whole  to  the 
Olerk  and  ask  him  to  take  away  whatever 
is  out  of  order. 


THE  SESSIONAL  INDEMNITY  TO 
MEMBERS. 

MOTION. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
called  for  the  motion,  "  That  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report 
to  this  Chamber  respecting  the  sessional 
indemnity  paid  to  members  since  the 
year  1876,  the  said  committee  to  consist 
of  the  hon.  Messieurs 

Hon.Mr.  ALEXANDER  said  :  I  would 
ask  permission  from  the  House  to  with- 
«lraw  this  motion. 

The  request  was  complied  with,  and 
the  motion  was  withdrawn  accordingly. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
Alchough  the  hon.  gentleman  has  with- 
<lrawn  his  motion,  I  deem  it  right  to 
proceed  with  the  amendment  of  which 
I  have  given  notice.  I  do  so  because  1 
think  it  is  desirable  that  the  facts  which 
Are  hinted  at  in  the  motion  which  has 
been  withdrawn,  should  be  brought  out 
and  be  at  the  disposal  of  all  the  members 
of  the  House.  I  think  the  House  will 
allow  me,  considering  the  patient  manner 
in  which  I  have  waited  upon  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  from  day  to 
<iay,  to  proceed  with  my  amendment  as 
a  main  motion.  The  hon.  gentleman's 
notice  pointed  to  the  accounts  of  the 
Hon,  Mr,  Penny, 


House  for  certain  years,  the  suggestion 
being  that  there  is  something  irregular 
in  those  accounts  for  sessional  indem- 
nity paid  to  members  during  those 
years.  Now,  the  accounts  of  the  House 
referred  to  in  that  notice,  have  been  duly 
audited  by  the  proper  auchority — ^the 
Committee  on  Contingencies — and,  so  far 
as  anybody  knows,  and  so  far  as  I  know, 
they  are  absolutely  correct,  and  nothing 
has  been  done  by  any  member  of  the 
Senate  that  is  not  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  law  which  governs  us  all.  The 
dispute  and  the  ditference  of  opinion 
which  have  arisen,  are  with  reference  to 
the  question  of  counting  non-sitting  days 
as  days  of  attendance  to  make  up  tha 
thirty-one  days  which  constitute  a  ses- 
sion. No^ ,  that  is  a  point  which  arose 
many  years  ago  under  a  similar  provision 
to  be  found  in  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  former  Province  of  Canada.  I 
will  not  go  back  to  the  Statutes  of  that 
Province  beyond  the  year  1860,  when  an 
a6t  was  passed  which  amended  former 
ones  and  constituted  the  law  at  the 
period  to  which  I  am  about  to  refer. 
Within  a  session  or  two  after  the  passage 
of  this  last  Act,  a  question  arose  bringing 
up  the  very  point  now  in  dispute.  It  so 
happened  that  three  of  the  cases  affect- 
ing three  members  of  the  then  Upper 
House  of  the  Province  were  brought  be- 
fore me.  I  had  at  the  time  the  honor  of 
being  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  Canada.  The  language  of  the  Act  of 
that  Province  of  the  year  1860  is  as 
follows.  Under  the  marginal  note,  *  What 
shall  be  reckoned  as  days  of  attendance  V 
it  is  enacted : 

"  Bat  each  day  during  the  session,  after 
the  first  on  which  the  member  attends  as 
aforesaid,  on  which  there  has  been  no 
sitting  of  such  House,  in  consequence 
of  its  having  adjourned  over  such  day,  or  on 
which  the  member  was  in  the  place  where  the 
session  was  held,  but  was  prevented  by  sick- 
ness fcom  attending  any  such  sitting  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  reckoned  as  a  day  of  attendance 
at  such  session,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act.^ 

Omit  the  sentence  after  the  disjunctive 
conj  unction 'or,  and  the  reading  is, 

«  Each  day  daring  the  session,  after  the 
first  on  which  the  member  attends  as  afore- 
said, on  which  there  has  been  no  sitting  of 
such  House,  in  consequence  of  its  having  ad- 
journed over  such  day,  shall  be  reckoned  as  a 
day  of  attendance  at  such  session,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Act " 

And  the  tiiird  clause  says  that  the 
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«  Ifember  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  said 
sessional  allowance  for  less  than  thirty-one 
days'  attendance,  reckoned  as  aforesaid^ 

And  I  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  language  was  used  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  former  Province  of  Canada 
in  the  year  I860,  in  amendment  to  a 
pi-evious  act  which  required  the  pres- 
ence of  the  member  at  the  seat  of  Gk)v- 
ernment,  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  an 
allowance  for  a  non-sittin£r  day. 
The  matter  first  came  up  in  the  case  of 
a  member  of  the  Council,  now  no  more, 
a  personal  friend  of  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Sarnia — Mr.  Malcolm  Cameron.  It 
was  referred  to  me  in  June,  1863,  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House,  now,  also,  no  more — 
— Mr.  Taylor.  I  wrote  to  the  Clerk,  in 
that  case,  as  follows : — 

"  Kjngstok,  12th  June,  18«3. 
'  My  Dear  Sir, 

«  The  state  of  the  &ct8  in  Mr.  Cameron's 
case  not  being  as  you  first  thought  and  men- 
tioned to  me,  but  as  they  are  represented  in 
your  note  of  20th  May,  I  have  had  to  recon- 
sider your  reference  to  me. 

»*  Under  the  first  section  of  the  Act  of  1860, 
chap.  16,  I  think  that  the  Easter  holidays 
would  count  for  Mr.  Cameron  as  days  of 
attendance,  and  that  he,  therefore,  was  present, 
under  the  2nd  section,  for  more  than  thirty- 
one  days,  reckoned  under  the  provisions  qf  the 
statat-e,  and  is  entitled  to  the  sessional  allow- 
ance, but  subject  to  the  deduction  for  all  (sit- 
ting) days  of  non-attendance." 

The  same  question  was  subsequently 
brought  before  me  with  reference  to  Mr. 
Hollis  Smith,  whose  death  occurred  dur- 
ing the  session. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK—He  died  at  the 
seat  of  Government  ? 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— No ; 
at  his  residence  in  the  Eastern  Town- 
sliips.  In  that  case  I  decided  that  the 
days  of  the  recess,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  should  be  added  to  the  days  of  his 
actual  attendance,  and  his  executors  re- 
ceived the  money  accordingly.  Then 
there  was  the  case  of  the  Hon.  Sidney 
Smith,  who  had  written  a  letter  concern- 
ing bis  indemnity  in  1863.  In  his  case, 
as  in  the  other  two  cases,  I  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  non  -  sitting 
days  should  count,  and  the  indemnity 
should  be  paid  according  to  the  law. 
That  closed  the  era  before  Confederation. 
Then  came  the  Act  which  governs  us 
still,  and  which  is  precisely  the  same,  as 
regards  the  point  in  question,  as  the  one 
Hon,  Sir  Alex,  Campbell. 


from  which  1  have  quoted.  Our  first 
Speaker  was  Mr.  Cauchon,  and  similar 
cases  wei-e  brought  before  him.  This 
question  was  put  to  him  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Senate  : 

<<  senator's  indemkitt  question. 
'<  A  member  attends  for  a  number  of  days 
under  thirty-one,  and  then  absents  himself  for 
the  remainder  of  the  session,  has  he  a  right  to 
six  hundred  dollars,  provided  there  be  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  non-sitting  days  after  the  first 
left  to  make  the  thirty-one  days  ?" 

And  the  Speaker  answers,  "  Yes,  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  literal  interpretation." 
Then  the  Speaker  is  asked  : 

<<  A  member,  towards  the  close  of  the  session, 
cannot  complete  his  thirty-one  days  of  at- 
tendance, has  he  a  right  to  reckon  in  his  favor 
non-sitting  days  previous  to  his  arrival  to 
make  up  his  thirty-one  days  T* 

The  Speaker  answers,  "No."  Our 
next  Speaker,  Mr.  Chauveau,  tad 
the  point  before  him,  and  gave  a  like 
decision.  Our  late  Speaker,  Mr.  Christie, 
was  of  the  same  opinion,  and  so  ruled, 
I  am  told.  I  will  now  read  copies  of 
letters  which  have  been  written  by  the 
Clerk  in  past  years  to  the  Speaker  for  the 
time  being,  on  this  point,  which  bring 
out  the  opinions  of  our  former  colleague, 
Mr.  Sanborn,  than  whom  no  more  dis- 
tinguished lawyer  or  upi*ight  man  ever 
sat  in  this  Chambei  ;  of  our  present  col- 
league, Mr.  Macfarlane,  also  a  learned 
member  of  the  profession ;  and  of  the 
Deputy  Minister  of  Justice,  to  whose 
Department  special  application  seems  to 
have  been  made  by  the  Clerk: — 

"Lbtthr  to  the  Speakeb. 
<<  My  dear  Sir, 

<(  Besides  yt>ur  opinion,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Chauveau  enclosed  to  Mr.  Wicksteed,  I  never 
asked  a  written  opinion  of  any  legal  gentle- 
man. Mr.  Cauchon  was  of  that  opinion.  I 
am  sorry  he  left  this  morning,  or  I  would 
have  asked  him.  I  am  sure  he  has  not  forgot- 
ten my  speaking  to  him  on  the  subject  of 
absent  days.  Mr.  Christie,  whom  I  have  just 
called  upon,  says  he  coincides  with  you,  as  he 
had  already  told  ma  I  consulted  many  law- 
yers on  the  subject,  whose  names  I  do  not 
recollect,  except  the  late  Judge  Sanborn  and 
Mr.  Macfiirlane." 

These  gentlemen  concurred.  I  now 
read  the  letter  to  the  Deputy  Minister 
of  Justice. 

«  My  dear  Mr.  Lash, 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that,  after  the  first  day  on 
which  a  member  attends  a  sittinic  of  the 
House,  he  has  a  right  to  count  the  non-sitting 
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days  to  entitle  him  to  the  thirty-one  days  re- 
quired to  make  up  the  allowance,  in  virtue  of 
the  32nd  section  ot  the  Indemnity  Act.  It 
has  BO  been  decided  by  the  sub-committee. 
Will  you  kindly  give  me  your  opinion?  If 
you  wish  to  see  me  on  the  subject  I  shall  go 
to  you  at  any  time  you  may  name,  but  I  should 
feel  obliged  if  you  would  kindly  write  your 
answer  at  the  foot  of  this  note. 
«  Yours  faithfully, 

(Sd.)    »  Robert  Lkmoine." 

And  Mr.  Lash  writes  at  the  foot  of  the 
note  : 


"  My  dear  Mr.  Lemoine, 
"  I  agree  with  you  in  the  above  opinion. 
«  Tours  faithfully, 

(Sd.)        <^  Z.  A.  Labh. 

Now,  hon.  gentlemen,  I  have  referred  to 
the  opinions  of  successive  Speakers  of  this 
House,   putting  aside   my  own,   and  to 
those  of  Mr.  Sanborn  and  Mr,  Macfarlane, 
and  I  have  also  referred  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  given  by 
Mr.  Lash,  on   behalf  of  the  Minister  of 
Justice.     I  will  add  to  that,  the  uniform 
practice  of  both   Houses  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Old  Province  of  Canada  and 
of  Parliament  since  Confederation.     I  do 
not  know  of  any  exception  or  of  any 
instance  in  which  a  member  declined  to 
have  non-sitting  days  count  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  up  the  31  days  necessary 
to  draw  his  indemnity.      I   understand 
that  the  practice  of  the  other  House  has 
been  uniform  in   that  respect,   that  no 
usage  has  crept  into   the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  that  does  not  prevail  in  the 
other  branch  of  Parliament,  and  that  this 
has  always  been  the  interpretation  and 
the    only   legal    interpretation    of   the 
Act,  and  that  every  member  of  the  House 
has  had  non-sitting  days  reckoned  to  him 
as  days  of  attendance.    By  what  authority 
is    the  sessional    indemnity   paid,   and 
Saturdays    and  other  nonnsitting    days 
counted,  except  by  the  authority  of  this 
Act ;  by  what  authority  do  our  Easter 
holidays  count  as  days  of  attendance  but 
by  the  same  Act  1    I  desire  to  refer  now 
to  a  more  immediate  matter,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  the  part  which  I  took 
not  very  long  ago  in  the  settlement  of  the 
account  of  a  member  now  in  this  House. 
Three  or    four     cases     involving     the 
question     which     I     have     been     dis- 
cussing   have    arisen    in     this   Cham- 
ber   since    1876 — and   these   were  the 
cases,  I  have  no  doubt,  pointed  at  in  the 
notice  of  motion  to  which  mine  was  to 
JSan.  Sir  Alex.  CampbeU. 


have  been  moved   as    an    amendment. 
With   one  of  these  I  had  all  to  do,  and 
am   wholly  responsible  for.     I    refrain 
from    mentioning    the    names    of  hon. 
gentlemen  in  this  House,  because  £  have 
no  right  to  do  so,  and  it  is  unnecessary 
and  undesirable  that  I  should.     It  hap- 
pendd  in   1877  that  a  member  of  the 
Senate  was  called  away  to  Europe  by  tha 
severe  illness  of  a  member  of  his  family. 
He  wrote  to   me  to  settle  kis  account 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  House.     I  accord- 
ingly  called  upon   the  Clerk,  and  asked 
for  the  account  of  the  hon.  gentleman. 
It  was  made  up  a  day  or  two  afterwards 
by  the  Clerk,  after  the  ordinary  usage* 
and   I   then  saw,  what  had  escaped  my 
notice  at  first,  that  this  question  was 
involved  in  the  account,  that  he  had  not 
been   present  during   31   days,  and  that 
non-sitting  days  had  been  added  to  make 
up  that  number.     Although  I  had  given 
my  opinion  on  similar  cases  before,  and 
was  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  would  be 
right  to  settle  the  account  as  it  was,  and 
would  have  done  so  had  it  been  my  own, 
still,  as  acting  for  another,  I  said  to  the 
Clerk  ; "  let  us  proceed  witii  extra  caution. 
Go  to  Mr.  Wicksteed,  the  Law  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Commons  ;  find  out  what 
the  practice  has  been   there,  state  the 
facts,  and  ask  his  opinion."     After  a  day 
or  two,  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate  saw  me 
and  showed   me  the  following  endorse- 
ment on  the  opinions  and  ruling  of  Mr. 
Speaker  Chauveau : — 

''I  think  Mr.  Chauveau*8  opinion,  as  here 
expressed,  is  correct. 

(Sd.)      "  O.  W.  WiCKSTRD. 

«  April  25,  1877." 

The  Clerk  then  handed  me  the  cheque 
for  the  indemnity  of  the  Senator  to  whom 
I  have  reference,  and  the  money  was  sent 
to  his  agents,  as  he  had  requested.  What 
more  or  what  less  could  I  have  done  1  I 
mention  these  facts  that  the  House  may 
know  there  is  nothing  in  them  that  any- 
body can  make  anytMng  but  a  "  mare's 
nest "  out  of,  and  that  nothing  has  been 
done  in  this  or  in  the  other  instances  that 
is  not  perfectly  proper  and  legal.  The 
v»ry  saMO  law  which  says  that  a  member 
shall  have  his  sessional  allowance,  also 
says  that  these  days  shall  count.  Every 
member  has  them  counted  to  him,  and  it 
is  a  mere  matter  of  accident  whether 
they  make  up  his  31  days  or  not.  I  have 
on  several    occasions — on    two^    at    all 
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events — suggested  that  there  should  be 
some  change  in  the  law ;  that  it  should  be 
made  more  restrictive.  I  have  gone  so 
far  twice  as  to  prepare  a  bill  with  that 
object,  but  it  was  not  concurred  in  by 
othera,  members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
without  whose  concurrence  nothing  could 
be  done.  They  thought  that  the  law 
might  remain  as  it  is,  at  all  events,  until 
some  general  change  should  take  place. 
It  may  or  may  not  be  desirable  to  amend 
the  law,  but  that  anything  irregular — 
far  less  anything  improper — has  been 
done,  is  absolutely  untrue,  whoever 
utters  it,  and,  therefore,  I  have  thought 
*  it  best  to  go  on  with  the  amendment  of 
which  1  gave  notice,  in  order  that  this 
matter,  and  all  these  accounts  since 
Confederation  for  sessional  indem- 
nity and  mileage,  may  go  before  the 
Committee  on  Contingencies,  that  these 
gentlemen  may  ascertain  if  anything 
wrong  or  improper  has  been  done.  I  can- 
not think  for  a  moment  that  the  House 
would  haTe  allowed  the  accounts  of  any 
senator  to  be  submitted  to  a  committee 
specially  selected  by  any  member  of  the 
House.  The  investigation  of  such  mat- 
ters has  always  been  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  on  Contingencies,  and  has 
been  faithfully  dischai^ied  in  the  past. 
They  know  that  the  law  has  been 
closely  observed,  and  that  nothing  has 
been  done  which  is  not  perfectly  correct 
and  in  acooi*dance  with  it,  or  that  any- 
body can  point  the  finger  of  reproach  ta 
I  therefore  move,  seconded  by  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  the  following  as 
an  original  motion  : — 

"  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  ta  prepare, 
lor  the  use  of  tbe  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Contingencies  of  the  Senate,  a  statement  of  all 
sums  paid  to  members  of  this  House  for  Ses- 
sional indemnity  and  mileage  since  1867,  in- 
clnsiye,  and  to  submit  the  same  to  the  said 
Committee." 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— In  seconding  the 
motion  before  the  House,  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  add  anything  to 
the  very  clear  and  lucid  statement  that 
has  been  given  by  the  hon.  the  leader  of 
the  Government,  further  than  to  express 
my  regret  that  such  a  motion  has  been 
thought  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the 
improper  inuendoes  and  extraordinary 
observations  that  have  been  made  as  to 
examinations  heretofore  had  in  the  Con- 
tingent Committee.  We  had  this  discus- 
sion up  a  few  days  ago,  and  the  opinion 
Hon.  Sir  Alex.  CampbeU. 


was  then  very  generally  expressed 
that  the  Committee  had  carried 
out  their  instructions  from  the^ 
House  in  a  most  exhaustive  and  thorough 
manner ;  but  I  think  it  is  extremely  un- 
fortunate that  the  question  has  been 
brought  up  to-day,  because  we  have  had 
from  the  leader  of  the  Government  a  very 
full  statement  of  the  opinions  of  gentle- 
men who  are  an  authority  on  this  matter, 
which  opinions  have  all  been  in  the  one 
direction.  One  can  scarcely  see  how 
there  could  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  true 
construction  of  the  Statute ;  and,  that 
being  the  construction  that  governs  the 
practice  in  both  Chambers,  and  as 
given  by  the  Deputy  Minister  of 
Justice,  it  does  seem  to  me  to 
be  unnecessary  to  pursue  the  matter 
any  further ;  but,  as  inuendoes  have  been 
made  use  of  in  relation  to  the  matter,  I 
think  the  proper  course  is  that  all  the 
accounts,  from  Confederation  to  the 
present  session,  should  be  referred  to  this 
Committee. 

Hon.  Mi\  READ — Befoi-e  this  motion 
is  carried,  I  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject.  It  is  true  there 
may  have  been  improper  inuendoes,  but 
when  we  know  that,  for  a  few  days'  at- 
tendance in  this  House,  some  hon.  gen- 
tlemen take  away  large  sums  of  money, 
while  others,  who  attend  for  a  much 
longer  time,  receive  smaller  sums,  it  is 
right  to  call  attention  to  it.  I  have,  on 
the  Contingencies  Committee,  complained 
of  this  matter  when  it  has  come  to  my 
notice ;  I  have  contended  that  if  this  is 
the  true  construction  of  the  law,  and  a 
member  can  take  away  as  many  hundreds 
of  dollars  as  the  days  he  attends  in  this 
House,  it  is  time  some  change  was  made 
in  the  Statute.  I  should  not  have  taken 
part  in  this  debate  if  the  ex-Secretary  of 
State  had  not  said  there  were  improper 
inuendoes  thrown  out.  I  say  there  have 
been  truths  told,  not  inuendo^,  and 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  rise  in  my  placa^ 
because  I  may  have  been  one  of  those  to 
whom  reference  is  made,  as  it  is  well 
known  that  I  have  spoken  of  this  matter. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  made  no  refer- 
ence to  my  hon.  friend. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— The  hon.  gentle- 
man was  present  when  I  brought  it  up 
in  Committee.  It  was  no  hearsay  on 
my  part ;  it  is  what  I  know  to  be  a  fact, 
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as  far  as  a  man  can  know,  and  it  is  my 
duty  to  refer  to  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— Last  session,  I  felt 
it  my  duty  to  bring  under  the  notice  of 
the  Contingencies  Committee  my  position 
as  compared  with  that  of  some  other 
gentlemen  the  year  before,  in  relation  to 
our  indemnities.  In  1878  I  attended 
here  twelve  sessional  days,  and  was 
present  five  non-sitting  days,  making  in 
all  seventeen  days'  attendance,  for  which 
1  received  $170.  I  had  remained  at 
home  attending  to  my  own  business 
until  the  latter  end  of  the  session,  and 
then  came  down  here  at  a  time  when 
the  presence  of  members  was  most  re- 
quired, and  attended  to  my  parliamen- 
tary duties  for  the  time  I  have  stated. 
But  I  found  that  other  gentlemen,  who 
had  only  attended  four  or  five  days  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  had 
received  their  whole  sessional  allowance, 
less  the  eight  dollars  per  day  deducted 
for  days  that  they  had  not  attended.  It 
43truck  me  as  very  unfair  that  one  gen- 
tleman should  thus  receive  five  or  six 
hundred  dollars  for  four  or  five  days' 
attendance,  while  I  received  only  $170 
for  seventeen  days.  I  am  not  a  lawyer, 
and  may  be  a  little  dull  ot  comprehen- 
sion, but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
law  is  so  construed  that,  suppos- 
ing a  member  attended  only  the 
first  three  sittings  of  the  House, 
at  a  time  when  there  is  nothing  doing, 
and  there  were  sixty  sittings  during  the 
session,  he  would  be  able  to  draw  his 
$1,000,  less  $8  per  day  for  fifty-seven 
days,  which  would  give  him  $i44  for 
his  three  days'  attendance.  I  ask  if  this 
is  fair  ?  Is  it  right  that  any  gentleman 
should  receive  this  much  money  for 
three  days'  attendance  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  while  another 
member  who  could  only  attend  the 
latter,  and  most  important  part  of  the 
session,  should  receive  but  $10  per  day? 
When  I  brought  the  matter  before  the 
Committee  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Rich- 
mond explained  it  as  it  has  been  already 
explained  here  to-day,  but,  notwithstand- 
ing that  explanation,  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  very  unfair  that  one  member  should 
receive  so  much  for  so  little  work,  while 
another  should  receive  so  small  a  sum 
for  very  much  more  work.  I  should 
not  have  risen  on  this  occasion  but  ior 
>the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Minister  of 
Horu  Mr.  Read, 


Militia  that,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
when  a  member  comes  here  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session  and  sits  three  days  he 
is  entitled  to  pay  for  all  the  holidays  be- 
tween  that  and  the  close  of  the  session 
to  make  up  his  allowance.  Under  such 
a  construction  of  the  law,  it  would  be  an 
advantage' to  all  the  members  to  remain 
away  for  the  latter  half  of  the  session 
altogether.  I  do  not  think  it  is  justice 
to  the  members  of  this  House  or  j  ustice 
to  the  country,  and  I  do  trust  that  the 
Minister  of  Militia  will  see  that  the 
law  is  amended  in  accordance  with  what 
is  right  and  just. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER.— I  am 
sure  that  this  House  must  have  been 
shocked  at  the  speech  delivei*ed  by  the 
leader  of  the  Government  (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell),  and  I  am  sure  that,  when  a 
report  of  that  speech  appears  in  the 
public  press,  the  honest  men  of  the  ooun- 
try  will  also  be  shocked  at  a  member  of 
the  Government  ha^-ing  given  utterance 
to  such  sentiments  on  the  floor  of  Par- 
liament. We  are  here  a  body  nominated 
by  the  Crown,  constituting  the  highest 
court  or  chamber  in  the  land.  We  stand 
before  the  country  as  a  body  of  men  in- 
dependent in  means  and  independent  of 
the  popular  vote — appointed  here  for 
life,  beyond  the  control  of  the  people, 
and  the  people  look  to  us  as  being  the 
guardians  of  the  honor  of  Parliament, 
and  above  all  suspicion.  Good  God ! 
what  will  tlie  people  of  the  Dominion 
say  when  they  hear  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  who  knows  what  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  law 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
have  stated  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— A  bar- 
rister of  long  standing,  on  the  floor  of 
this  House,  talk  of  straining  the  law  to 
enable  any  of  the  members  of  the  Senate 
of  Canada  to  put  their  hands  into  the 
public  treasury  and  steal — ^for  there  is  no 
other  word  I  can  apply  to  it 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order,  and  I  ask  that  the 
words  be  taken  down.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man says  :  '^  The  construction  put  upon 
the  law  by  the  leader  of  the  House  to 
enable  members  to  steal." 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  with- 
di*aw  the  expression. 
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Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  —That  will  not 
do.  A  member  is  not  to'  say  things  of 
that  kind  and  simply  withdraw  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— You  can 
take  them  down,  but  I  withdraw  the 
words  I  used. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  —  Make  an 
apology  to  the  House  also. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— If  the 
House  desires  that  I  should  make  an 
apology  for  these  words.  I  do  so. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— The  House  does 
desire  it,  and  the  hon.  gentleman  should 
make  the  apology  now  before  he  pro- 
"Ceeds. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  have 
made  the  apology. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLEiU-We  have  not 
lieard  it. 

Hon.    Mr.     ALEXANDER— I     do 

make  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH— Then  it  is  all 
right. 

• .  Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER.— It  is  no 
wonder  that  a  humble  member  of  the 
Senate  should  feel  warmly  when  he 
knows  that  the  leader  of  the  House  has 
delivered  a  speech  that  will  sink  us  in 
the  estimation  of  the  people  of.  this 
ijountry.  We  are  here  a  body  regarded 
as  responsible  men,  and  the  people 
look  to  us  to  act  as  men  of  honor.  A 
law  has  been  framed  to  give  an  ample 
indemnity  to  gentlemen  who  come  here 
to  discharge  their  duties  as  members  of 
Parliament.  We  all  know  that  the  in- 
tention of  that  law  was  that  members 
who  cannot  attend  for  thirty  days  should 
only  be  entitled  to  ten  dollars  a  day  Cor 
that  time,  but,  as  my  hon.  friend  behind 
me  (Mr.  Flint)  has  stated,  he,  as  an 
Jionest  member  of  this  House 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  did  not  say  that 
I  was  an  honest  member  of  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— As  an 
honest  member  of  this  House,  he  had 
never  taken  more  than  ten. dollars  a  day 
when  he  could  not  attend  such  period 
named.  I  know  that  he  would  rather 
cut  his  right  hand  off  than  do  an  act 
that  was  dishonest  or  dishonorable. 

Hon.  Mr.   MILLER— Does  the  hon. 
jnember  mean  to  insinuate  that  a  mem- 
Bon.  Mr.  Alexamder. 


ber  of  this  House  has  done  a  dit^onest 
or  dishonorable  act  in  connection  with 
his  indemnity  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  make 
no  insinuation. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  The  hon.  gentleman  has 
said  that  the  member  from  Belleville 
would  not  take  more  than  ten  dollars  a 
day,  because  he  would  not  do  a  dishonest 
or  dishonorable  act,  therefore,  by  implica- 
tion, he  says  that  those  gentlemen  who 
have  taken  more  than  ten  dollars  a  day 
for  their  attendance  here,  have  been 
guilty  of  a  dishonest  and  dishonorable 
act  It  is  out  of  order,  under  the  rules 
of  this  House,  to  imply  anything  of  that 
kind. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  —  The 
Speaker  will  decide  the  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER— I  think  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  no  right  even  to  insinuate 
that  any  hon.  member  has  done  a  dis- 
honorable act. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Apologise ! 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— This  is  a 
very  grave  matter.  The  utility  of  the 
Senate  depends  entir«ily  on  our  standing 
well  in  the  estimation  of  the  public. 
We  cannot  be  removed  without  a  change 
in  the  Union  Act,  but  I  fear  that  when 
the  speech  of  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  Hous«  goes  to  the  country, 
the  people  will  say  that  we  are  morally  * 
sunk,  that  our  moral  sense  is  gone.  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  poorest  man,  the 
poorest  laborer,  the  poorest  mechanic  or 
the  poorest  farmer  in  the  country  would 
not  strain  the  law  as  the  hon.  leader  of 
the  Government  has  interpreted  it. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
object  to  the  hon^  gentleman  saying  that 
I  have  strained  the  law  ;  I  have  inter- 
preted the  law  to  the  best  of  my  judg- 
ment. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  am 
allowed  to  state  that  it  is  straining  the 
law. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL-^The 
hon.  gentleman  is  quite  at  liberty  to  say 
that  he  believes  I  have  strained  the  law, 
but  ho  is  not  at  liberty  to  say  that 
the  Minister  of  Militia  has  strained  the 
law. 
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Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  am 
sure  that  every  farmer  in  the  country 
will  say  that  the  construction  put 
upon  the  Act  is  straining  the  law. 
Members  of  the  legal  profession 
may  argue  this  point  with  gi*eat 
ability,  and  may  make  a  semblance 
of  argument  that  the  law  will  bear  that 
interpretation,  but  no  farmer,  mechanic 
or  laborer, — no  citizen  of  the  country 
who  reads  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, can  come  to  any  other  conclusion 
than  that  the  hon.  gentleman's  moral 
sense  is  gone. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — I  rise  again  to  a 
question  of  order,  and  I  ask  that  the 
words  be  taken  down.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber, in  referring  to  the  Minister  of  Mili- 
tia^ says  that  his  moral  sense  is  gone. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Re- 
ally, as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not 
mind  it  much,  but  I  believe,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  some 
other  sense  besides  his  moral  sense  is 
gone. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  ask  that  the 
words  of  the  hon.  member  from  Wood- 
stock be  taken  down.  I  submit  to  the 
chair  that  they  are  a  violation  of  the 
rules  of  the  Senate,  as  applied  to  the 
Minister  of  Militia. 

The  SPEAKER— Does  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman persist  in  the  words  being  ts^en 
down^  . 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Yes. 

The  SPEAKER— I  direct  the  Clerk 
to  take  the  words  down. 

The  CLERK—"  The  Hon.  Mr.  Alex- 
ander said  of  the  Minister  of  Militia,  <  his 
moral  sense  is  gone.'  " 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— I  beg  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Speaker  to  the  27  th  rule 
of  the  Houso: — 

"  If  a  Senator  be  called  to  order  for  words 
spoken  m  debate,  upon  the  demand  of  the 
Senator  so  called  to  order,  or  of  any  other 
Senator,  the  exceptienable  words  shall  be  taken 
down  in  writing.  And  any  Senator  who  has 
used  exceptionable  words,  and  does  not  ex- 
plain or  retract  the  same,  or  offer  apologies 
therefor,  to  the  3atis&ction  of  the  Senate,  will 
be  censured  or  otherwise  dealt  with,  as  the 
Senate  may  think  fit." 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY — It  seems  to  me 
that,  in  this,  the  old  maxim  becomes  true : 
''  One  man   may   steal    a  horse,    while 
Hon,  Sir  Alex,  Campbell, 


another  may  not  look  over  the  fence."" 
The  experience  of  yesterday  and  that  of 
to-day  fully  bears  me  out  in  the  belief 
that  I  am  quoting  the  maxim  relevantly. 
And,  having  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  comparison  between  the 
two  days,  I  take  my  seat. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  beg  to  say 
that  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  proceedings  of 
to-day.  Each  question  has  to  be  decided: 
on  its  own  merits,  and  if  no  action  was 
taken  yesterday  to  prevent  unparliamen- 
tary language,  it  was  as  much  the  fault  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  as  of  any  other  mem- 
l>©r. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— But  I  am  at 
least  acting  consistently.  I  was  silent 
yesterday  ;  so  I  cannot  see  why  one  hon. 
gentleman,  who  speaks  on  one  day  in  a 
sense  which  might  certainly  call  for  the 
taking  down  of  his  words,  should  be 
the  man  repeatedly  to  call  for  the  taking 
down  of  words  of  another  hon.  Sena> 
tor,  that  are  not  nearly  so  violent  as 
those  he  himself  had  used. 

The  SPEAKER— I  consider  that  the 
words  are  objectionable,  and  the  hon. 
gentleman  should  be  called  upon  to  re- 
tract. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  retract 
any  Words  that  may  be  considered  offen- 
sive to  the  House.  It  is  a  matter  of 
very  little  importance  as  to  my  retract- 
ing Ihem.  The  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  made  a  statement  that  a  mem- 
ber of  tliis  House  came  here  last  session^ 
but  was  obliged  to  go  to  Europe,  after  a 
few  days'  attendance,  and  that  he  (Sir 
Alex.  Campbell)  put  a  construction  on 
the  law,  that  that  member  might  draw 
a  large  amount  of  money.  Did  I  under- 
stand the  leader  of  the  Government  to 
state  that  ? 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL.— 
No. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I   under- 
stood the  leader  of  the  Government  to 
say  that  a  member  of  this  House,  who 
had  only  attended  some  ten  or  ^leven. 
days 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
did  not  state  any  number  of  days. 

Hon.   Mr.   ALEXANDER— A    few 

days. 
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Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL~I 
did  not  state,  "a  few  days."  I  said 
^'  some  days/'  and  that  it  was  necessaiy 
to  add  the  holidays. 

'  Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  am  pre- 
pared to  state,  as  a  member  of  the  Coi^ 
tingencies  Committee,  that  a  member  of 

•this  House  had  been  only  present  ten  or 
eleven  days,  and  that  he  drew  the  sum 
of  $670.  And  yet  the  hon.  leader 
of  the  Government  states  that  it 
is  only  a  mare's  nest.  Will  the 
farmers  of  the  country,  who  pay  the 
taxes,  say  that  it  is  "a  mare's  nest'' 
that  gentlemen  who  drive  in  liveried 
carriages  should  come  down  here  for 
eleven  days'  attendance  and  take  away 
$679  of  the  people's  money?  Does  the 
hon.  gentleman  say  that  this  is  only 
"a  mare's  nesti" 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
Yes. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Then  I 
can  only  say  I  do  not  believe  that  this 
House,  composed  of  men  of  high  in- 
tegrity and  principle,  will  allow  such 
language  to  be  used  by  a  member  of  any 
Government.  When  I  look  around  me 
at  the  body  of  gentlemen  who  compose 
this  Chamber,  I  feel  that  I  have  reason  to 
be  proud  of  being  a  member  of  this 
Senate.  I  do  not  believe  such  a  body  of 
imen  could  be  elected  were  the  House  to 
be  elected  to-morrow,  and  I  am  sure 
they  will  not  allow  the  leader  of  the 
Government  to  drag  the  Senate  of  the 
Dominion  into  the  mire. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
object  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. Nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to 
order,  and  if  he  has  any  sort  of  sense 
left,  he  must  know  that  it  is  not  right. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Tt  may 
be  considered  too  bad,  but  the  only  pride 
and  pleasure  that  any  of  us  have,  in 
being  members  of  this  body,  is  that  the 
Senate  should  be  above  suspicion,  and 
that  the  people  should  feel  that  we  do 
not  come  here  for  the  money  we  receive, 
b^t  because  we  have  a  pride  in  being 
associated  with  the  progress  of  this  coun- 
try. It  has  pained  me  to  hear  the  leader 
of  this  House  enunciate  the  idea  that  a 
member  should  receive  payment  to  which 
he  is  not  fiurly  entitled.  What  will  our 
-chieftain,  Sir  John  Macdonald,  the 
Hon,  Mr,  Alexander, 


Premier  of  this  Government,  who,  with 
all  the  charges  that  have  been  brought 
against  him  in  his  long  parliamentary 
career,  has  never  been  charged  with  put- 
ting a  sixpence  Of  the  public  money  un- 
worthily in  his  pocket — what  will  he  say 
when  he  hears  of  it  1  What  will  the 
other  members  of  the  Government — ^the 
Minister  of  Finance,  a  gentleman  who 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people  of  Canada,  or  the  Minister  of 
Railways,  the  Minister  of  Justice,  and 
the  other  ministers,  who  are  an  honor  to 
the  Government  and  the  country,  think 
of  their  colleague ;  and  what  will  the 
people  think  of  the  Senate,  when  its 
leader  ventures  to  address  such  senti- 
ments to  justify  a  gentleman — a  man  who 
calls  himself  a  gentleman 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH— I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  do  not  think  that  this  House 
should  be  degraded  in  this  manner  by  a 
Senator  who  has  taken  liberties  with 
every  man  in  this  Chamber,  and  ventured 
to  abuse  our  leader.  I  think  it  ]s  time 
for  us  to  say  whether  we  shall  put  up 
any  longer  with  this  kind  of  torment. 
Last  session  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Alexander)  took  a  spite  at  one  hon. 
gentleman 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Order  ! 
oi-der  1 

The  SPEAKER— The  hon.  gentle- 
man is  not  in  order. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  ask 
that  the  words  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Smith)  be  taken  down.. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  can 
only  say,  in  conclusion,  that,  when  such  a 
speech  is  allowed  to  be  delivered  in  this 
House,  it  is  about  time  for  us  all  to 
resign  our  position  and  leave  the  Senate 
for  ever. 

Hon.  Mr.  THIBEAUDEAU— We 
have  been  treated  to  a  stump  speech, 
which  is  degrading  to  this  House.  I 
think  it  is  perfectly  disgraceful  to  see 
any  hon.  member  rise  in  his  place,  as  the 
hon.  Senator  fiom  Woodstock  (Mr. 
Alexander)  has.done,  to  throw  discredit 
on  members  of  this  Homse,  for  acta 
which  are  not  their  own«  I,  for  one, 
have  been,  for  the  last  two  sessions,  an 
irregular  attendant  of  this  House,  and, 
if  the  non-sitting  days  have  been  counted 
as  days  of  attendance,  according  to  law, 
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it  is  no  fault  of  mine,  because  I  have 
never  sent  in  any  clairo,  or  presented  any 
account  for  indemnity;  but,  after  the 
close  of  the  session,  I  took  whatever  I 
was  entitled 'to  take,  according  to  law. 
It  may  be  advisable  to  change  the  law, 
but  it  is  disgraceful  for  any  member  of 
the  Senate  to  asperse  the  characters  of 
hon.  gentlemen  in  this  Chamber. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— The  House  will 
scarcely  feel  that  any  reply  is  necessary 
^  to  the  extraordinary  and  extravagant 
speech  of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Wood- 
stock ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  due  to  the 
gentleman,  whom  we  all  respect,  who  has 
made  this  motion,  to  say  that  a  fairer, 
franker,  more  lucid  and  convincing  state- 
ment I  never  heard  made  in  this  House 
than  the  speech  which  he  delivered  when 
he  introduced  this  resolution.  At  the 
same  time,  T  am  bound  to  say  further, 
that  my  hon.  friend  was  careful  not  to  go 
outside  the  record  ;  that  he  twas  not 
tempted  by  anything  contained  in  the 
original  motion  to  go  beyond  what  was 
decorous  and  proper.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  confess  that  I  was  surprised 
when  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock 
stated  that  he  was  shocked  at  that 
speech,  that  the  hon.  Minister  of  Militia 
was  straining  the  law,  and  that  it  would 
sink  us — I  will  not  say  how  low — in  the 
estimation  of  the  people  of  the  country, 
when  that  speech  came  to  be  read.  Apart 
from  any  objectionable  words  used, 
the  sentiments  to  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man gave  utterance,  he  will  see  himself, 
on  second  thoughts,  were  unworthy 
of  him,  as  they  would  be  of 
any  member  of  this  House. 
The  hon.  Senator  has  given  the  best 
answer  to  his  own  motion,  because  he 
has  asked  to-day  to  be  allowed  to  with- 
draw it.  Why  was  it  put  on  the  order 
paper  at  all  1  Why  was  it  not  brought 
before  the  proper  tribunal,  the  Contin- 
gent Accounts  Committee  ?  We  cannot 
suppose  for  a  moment  why,  unless  it  was 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  vent  his 
spite  against  a  member  of  this  House, 
who  has  done  nothing  to  deserve  it.  In 
no  other  way  can  I  possibly  account  for 
it,  and  I  think  the  hon.  member  would 
have  best  consulted  his  reputation  had 
he  said  nothing,  and  allowed  this  motion 
to  go  to  the  proper  tribunal  to  look  into 
this  matter,  if  he  had  anything  to  ex- 
amine. The  hon.  member  has  talked 
Hon.  Mr.  Thibeavdeau. 


about  indemnity,  but  it  appears  to  m& 
that  he  ought  to  ask  from  this  House 
an  indemnity  for  his  conduct  to-day. 
Speaking  of  indemnity,  what  is  the  ques- 
tion, after  all  ?  It  ^  simply  a  question  of 
law.  When  my  hon.  friend  from  Belle- 
ville gets  up  and  makes  a  complaint,  I 
sympathize  with  him,  to  a  certain  extent, 
as  to  the  change  that  ought  to  be  made* 
in  the  law,  but  the  hon.  gentleman  over- 
looks the  fact  that  his  case  was  dealt 
with  strictly  according  to  the  Act.  The 
other  cases  were  also  dealt  with  strictly 
according  to  law. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  do  not  dispute 
that. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  sympathise 
with  the  hon.  gentleman  and  my  hon» 
friend  behind  me  (Mr.  Head)  in  their 
contention  that  the  law  ought  to  be  made 
more  explicit  and  applied  in  a  different 
manner,  but  I  will  not  go  into  that  ques- 
tion to-day.  It  is  sufficient  to  know 
that  we  have  had  a  body  of  legal  and 
parliamentary  authority,  which  is  quite 
superfluous  after  looking  at  the  plain 
words  of  the  Act  to  shew  that  every, 
step  that  has  been  taken  has  been  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  law  and  the 
practice  of  both  Houses.  If  the  testimony 
that  has  been  brought  forward  is  not 
sufficient.  I  beg  to  submit  another 
memorandum,  which  comes  from  a  high 
authority  in  the  Houne  of  Commons  : — 
[Mr.  DICKEY  here  read  the  paper,  which  was. 
strongly  confirmatory  of  the  construction 
placed  upon  the  Indemnity  Act  by  the 
other  authorities  cited .  1 

The  hon.  Sfenator  from  Woodstock  and 
some  other  hon.  senators  have  found 
fault  with  members  for  taking  this 
indemnity,  but  they  will  see  that  this  is 
a  rule  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I 
will  undertake  to  say  further,  that  it  ia 
the  rule  upon  which  the  hon.  member 
from  Woodstock,  himself,  has  taken  hia 
indemnity.  He  has  acted  under  this 
very  law,  and  he  has  pocketed  money- 
which,  he  says,  the  people  of  this  country 
will  condemn  others  for  taking. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  beg 
to  correct  the  hon.  gentleman.  1  chal- 
lenge him  to  refer  to  the  records  of  this 
Senate,  and  to  shew  whether  I  have  ever 
taken  an  indemnity  under  the  circum> 
stances  to  which  I  have  referred  ! 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  am  making 
no  unworthy  imputation  against  the  hon» 
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gentleman,  because,  as  I  have  paid,  he 
took  it  in  strict  conlbrmity  with  the  law, 
but  he  did  take  it.  He  knows  that, 
when  the  House  adjourns  over  from 
Friday  to  Monday,  he  does  take  indem- 
nity for  two  non-sitting  days  of  the 
week,  or  nearly  one-third  of  the  session, 
to  begin  with. 

'      Hon.    Sir    ALEX.     CAMPBELL— 
And  the  Easter  holidays  also. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— Yes  ;  and  he 
does  it  rightly  and  properly  ;  and  when 
he  says  in  a  vaunting  tone  "  What  will 
Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  our  chieftain, 
and  what  will  the  Minister  of  Finance 
say  upon  this  question  !"  why,  they 
would  say  they  took  it  themselves,  and 
so  does  every  hon.  member,  including 
the  hon.  gentleman  himself. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER-I  chal- 
lenge the  hon.  gentleman  to  say  that  Sir 
John  Macdonald  or  any  member  of  the 
Government  in  the  other  House  ever 
took  the  public  money  on  the  same 
principle  that  the  leader  of  this  House 
has  advocated. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— They  could  not 
take  it  on  any  other  principle,  because  it 
is  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemnn  should  not  attempt  to  cloud  the 
question  by  such  interruptions,  because 
he  is  casting  reflections  upon  nearly 
three  hundred  gentlemen  who  are  legis- 
lating for  this  country.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  necessary  to  follow  the  hon. 
member  any  further,  except  to  say 
that  I  deprecate  in  the  strongest  manner 
the  course  he  has  pursued  and  the  lan- 
guage he  has  used  to-day,  for  which  he 
has  been  called  to  account.  It  is  neces- 
sary for  us  to  pause  now  and  con- 
sider our  coui^se  for  the  future. 
The  hon.  gentleman  speaks  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  Senate.  He  might  well 
have  added  that  the  Senate  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be,  rightfully,  I  believe,  the 
first  body  of  gentlemen  legislators  in  the 
Dominion,  and  it  rests  with  ourselves  to 
say  whether  we  shall  deprive  ourselves 
of  that  high  pre  eminence  by  extravagant 
language,  such  as  we  have  heard  to-day. 
Without  referring  more  particularly  to 
the  past,  I  may  say  that  the  scenes 
which  have  occurred  in  this  House, 
and  which  have  given  us  all  infinite 
pain  and  regret,  are  calculated  to  pro- 
Hon,  Mr.  Dickey, 


duce  a  very  uiflerent  impression 
upon  the  country.  My  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Alexander)  speaks  of  the  opinion 
of  the  country,  which  he  values  so  highly, 
while  the  course  he  has  taken  and  the 
language  he  has  use4  to^iay  have  not 
been  such  as  to  elevate  the  character  of 
the  Senate  before  the  country,  but  I  con- 
sole myself  with  the  reflection  that  there 
is  not  another  member  who  will  endorse 
the  course  that  has  been  taken  by  the 
hon.  Senator,  or  the  unwarrantable 
lan'guage  he  has  used  in  attacking 
the  leader  of  this  House.  Therefore,  I 
contend  that  we  will  still  be  able  to 
to  maintain  before  the  country  the  high 
character  we*  have  hitherto  held,  if 
only  we  protect  ourselves  from  the  de- 
grading scenes  to  which  I  have  adverted. 
I  was  pleased  when  the  hon.  gentleman 
to-day  thought  proper  to  withdraw 
the  offensive  resolution  which  he  had 
kept  hanging  upon  the  order  paper  for 
nearly  a  fortnight,  and  if  he  had  been 
content  also  to  have  said  nothing  I 
should  have  been  spared  the  pain  of 
making  these  observations,  but  I  do  it  to 
preser>'e  the  fair  name  and  fame  of  the 
House.  Unless  .hon.  members  restrain 
themselves,  or  are  restrained  by  the 
House  from  using  such  unparliamentary 
language  as  we  have  lately  heard  in  this 
House  I  do  say,  as  an  humble  member 
of  the  Senate,  that,  if  the  leader  of  the 
Government  does  not  interfere  to  protect 
the  decorum  of  debate,  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty,  as  opportunity  arises,  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  calling  attention  to  the 
language  used,  so  that  we  may  be  spared 
such  scenes  as  we  have  lately  hsid  to 
endure.  In  doing  so,  I  feel  convinced 
that  I  shall  be  sustained  by  the  opinion 
of  both  sides  of  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— I  |do  not 
agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has 
just  resumed  his  seat,  that  this  matter 
should  not  have  been  brought  before  the 
House,  neither  do  I  consider  it  im- 
proper that  it  should  be  discussed  here. 
If  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock 
(Mr.  Alexander)  believed  that  the 
Indemnity  Act  was  misinterpreted  and 
violated,  it  was  his  duty  to  bring  it 
before  the  House,  and  he  Was  not  out  of 
order  in  saying  that  he  was  shocked  at 
it,  and  that  the  law  was  strained.  I  am 
very  glad  to  find  that  we  are  entering 
upon  a  new  era  to-day — that  the  freedom 
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and  decorum  of  our  debates  will  be  main- 
tained for  the  future.     We  are  suddenly 
growing  very   ciitical    upon   that  point, 
but  it  is  a  pity  that  those  gentlemen  who 
are   so  sensitive  to-day  did   not  come  to 
the  same  conclusion  yesterday,  and  at  an 
liarlier  stage   of  the  session.     My  hon. 
friend   from  Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey)  has 
been  derelict  in  his  duty,  regarding  him- 
self, as  the  guide  of  the   House,  in  not 
proceeding  in  the  way  that  he  has  indi- 
cated to-day  on  former  occasions,  when 
he  would  have   been  more  justified   in 
doing  so  than  he  is  at  present.     Though 
the  leader  of  the   Government  in  this 
House  may  have  given  the  strictly  legal 
construction  of  the  Statute,   and   may, 
therefore, 'consider  the    taking    of   the 
money  perfectly  proper,  legal  and  right, 
any  other  member  of  the  House  has  a 
right  to  consider,  and  give  expression  to 
his  opinion,  that  such  a  construction  is 
shocking  in   its  effects.     I  am  not  now 
going  to  dispute  the  Minister  of  Militia's 
strict    interjiretation    of   the  law,    sus- 
tained   as  it  is    by  so  many   eminent 
authorities,   but  I    say  that  it    is    not 
right.      That    it    is  not    the  spirit    or 
intention  of  the  law,  or  of  the  framers 
thereof,  that  a  man  who  comes  here  early 
in  the  session  and  sits  for  a  day  or  an 
hour,  and  then  absents  himself  altogether, 
should  be  allowed  to  draw  his  $1,000  in- 
demnity, less  actual  sitting  days  absent, 
if  the  non-sitting  days  subsequent  to  that 
should  make  up  the  31  days.     It  may  be 
legal,  and,  therefore,  right  and  proper, 
but  law  is  common  sense,  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  reasonable,  or  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  or  intention  of  the  law 
that  such  a  case  as  I  have  just  described 
should  be  possible.     Why,  a  senator  may 
come  here  30  days  before  the  close  of  the 
session,  when  the  real  work  of  the  session  is 
done,  and  sit  every  day  until  prorogation, 
and  yet,  forsooth,  he  mei-ely  receives  so 
much  per  day  for  the  number  of  days 
that  he  sat  in  the  House,  while  the  mem- 
ber who  attends  only  a  day  or  an  hour 
-at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  receives 
his  full  indemnity  1   I  repeat,  the  framers 
of  the  law   never  could  haft3  intended 
that  should  be  its  effect,  and,  therefore, 
I  am  not  surprised  at  my  hon.  friend 
from  Woodstock    saying    that  he  was 
shocked  at  such  a  shocking  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Statute,  or  that  he  should 
•consider  it  strained. 

Uon,  Mr,  Kattlbacfi^ 


Hon.  Mr.^  DICKEY— Can  my  hon. 
friend  put  any  other  interpretation  upon 
the  law  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— 1  said,  at 
the  outset,  that  I  would  not  dispute  that 
point. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— How 
can  you  say  that  I  strained  the  law  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— That  m^ht 
be  my  opinion,  but  I  did  not  say  so.  I  say 
that  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock 
(Mr.  Alexander)  may  have  very  properly 
Delieved  that  it  was  strained. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I  do 
not  object  to  that,  but  he  accused  me  of 
straining  the  law. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— I  did  not 
understand  the  hon.  Senator  from  Wood- 
stock to  say  that  the  leader  of  the  House 
intentionally  strained  the  law  ;  he  merely 
said  he  believed  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
strained  it. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
do  not  care  what  the  hon.  gentleman  be- 
lieves. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH-^I  do  not 
know  who  these  gentlemen  are  that  got 
the  money,  but  I  think  it  is  proper  that 
the  law  should  be  amended  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  such  cases.  The  House 
can  not  attribute  any  base  motives  to  the 
hon.  gentleman  for  bringing  up  the  sub- 
ject here,  and  I  do  not  think  that  it  was 
wrong  for  him  to  do  so.  Law  should  be 
based  on  common  sense ;  that  is  wanting 
in  this  Act  if,  after  an  hour's  sitting 
here,  a  Senator  may  be  enabled,  at  the 
end  of  the  session,  to  draw  his  full  in- 
demnity less  the  sittings  days  absent. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to. 


WITNESSES     IN      COMMON     ASSAULT 
CASES  BILL. 

IK  COMMITTEE. 

The  House  went  into  Commitee  of  the 
Whole  on  Bill  (41)  "To  amend  *An 
Act  to  provide  that  persons  charged  with 
common  assault  shall  be  competent  as 
witnesses.' " 

Hon.  Mr.  MACPARLANE,  from  the 
Committee,  reported  that  they  had  made 
some  progre&s,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 
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«T.  CLAIR   AND   LAKE  ERIE   NAVIGA- 
TION COMPANY'S   BILL. 

THIRD     READING. 

The  Amendnients  made  by  the  Sdlect 
Committee  on  Railways,  Telegraphs  and 
Harbors  to  Bill  (31)  "To  incorporate 
the  St.  Clair  and  Lake  Erjie  Navigation 
Company,"  were  concurred  in. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL  moved  the  third 
]*eadiiig  of  the  Bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

STADACONA    INSURANCE     COMPANY'S 
BILL. 

SECOXD   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (21)  "  To  empower  the 
Stadacona  Fire  and  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany to  relinquish  their  charter,  and  to 
provide  for  the  winding  up  of  their 
affairs." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
was  i-ead  the  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  4.35  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Thursday,  April  15th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THE    OPENING     OP     THE    WELLAND 
CANAL, 

INQUIRY. 
Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— I  beg  leave  to 
ask  the  leader  of  the  Government  if  he 
can  say,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy, 
what  day  the  Welland  Canal  will  be 
opened  for  traffic  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL—I 
have  made  inquiries  since  the  notice  was 
given  yesterday,  and  I  find  that,  for  ves- 
sels drawing  less  than  seven  feet  of 
water,  the  canal  will  be  opened  to-mor- 
row ;  but,  for  vessels  drawing  more  than 
that,  it  is  Bot  probable  that  it  will  be 
open  until  the  end  of  the  month.  The 
Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals  wishes 
me  to  say,  in  addition  to  that,  that  the 
canal  had  not  been  opened  last  year 
until  the  4th  of  May,  and  the  year 
Hon,  Mr*  Mac/arlane. 


before  that  until  the  8th  or  9th  of  May. 
Contracts  had  been  given  out  for  the  deep- 
ening of  the  canal,  and  the  contractoi's 
were  obliged  to  ask  for  a  stipulation  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  to  allow  the 
water  to  be  drawn  out  until  the  26th 
of  April.  Arrangements  were  also 
made  with  the  Grand  Truhk  Rail- 
way Company,  whose  track  crosses 
the  canal,  an3  who  had  engaged 
to  construct  a  new  bridge  across  it,  that 
the  foundation  for  this  new  bridge  was 
to  be  built  by  the  Government.  It  was 
to  be  ready  by  the  10  th  of  April.  The 
foundation  was  constructed  and  ready  by 
the  6th  of  April,  and  then  the  Grand 
Trunk  was  put  in  possession  of  it,  and 
they  have  ever  since  been  using  every 
exertion  to  get  the  superstructure  finished 
before  the  opening  of  the  canaL  That 
and  the  contractors'  claim  have  combined 
to  cause  any  delay  which  may  occur,  but 
the  Minister  of  Railways  is  of  the 
opinion  that  both  of  these  causes  of  delay 
will  terminate  between  the  26th  inst. 
and  the  end  of  the  month,  and  he  fully 
balieves  that,  for  vessels  of  all  purposes, 
the  canal  will  be  open  by  the  1st  of 
May. 

WITNESSES     IN     COMMON     ASSAULT 
CASES  BILL. 

DROPPED   IN   COUMITTEE. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
read  that  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  pn  Bill  (41) 
"To  amend  'An  Act  to  provide  that 
persons  charged  with  common  assault 
shall  be  com|)etent  as  witnesses,' " 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  asked  that 
his  Bill  (L)  "To  repeal  the  Act  intituled 
*  An  Act  to  provide  that  persons  charged 
with  common  assault  shall  be  competent 
as  witnesses,'  and  to  amend  the  Act 
intituled  'An  Act  respecting  offences 
against  the  person,'  "  which  he  proposed 
to  substitute  for  Bill  41,  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  course  was 
not  the  usual  one. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  did 
not  think  there  ^as  any  difficulty  in  re- 
ferring them  to  the  same  C6mmittee,  one 
after  the  other,  the  Speaker  not  leaving 
the  chair  until  after  the  second  reference. 

Hon- Mr.  BUREAU   said  the  proper 
way  was  to  refer  the  first  Bill,  and  the  hon. 
20 
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gentleman  from  De  Lanaudi^re  could,  in 
the  Committee,  substitute  his  own  Bill  or 
amend  the  other. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Bill  41,  Hon.  Mr.  Mac- 
farlane  in  the  chair. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  the  Bill  was 
before  the  House  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances. The  hon  gentleman  from 
De  Lanaudiere  had  introduced  a  Bill  of 
a  similar  kind,  and  it  would  only  com- 
plicate the  law  by  having  two  acts  upon 
the  Statute  book  relating  to  the  same 
subject.  He  (Mr.  Bellerose)  had  there- 
fore proposed  a  Bill  which  would  repeal 
the  existing  law  and  place  a  new  act  on 
the  Statute  book,  such  as  they  thought 
was  desirable,  and  render  the  Bill  now 
before  the  Committee  unnecessary.  He 
(Mr.  Miller)  would  have  no  hesitation  in 
adopting  that  course,  but  he  had  not  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  the  promoter  of  the 
Bill,  in  the  other  House,  to  allow  it  to 
be  disposed  of  in  that  way.  His  objec- 
tion was  that  the  Bill  originating  in  this 
House  might  not  be  able  to  pass  through 
the  Commons  this  session,  and  the  law 
would  remain  in  its  present  unsatisfac- 
tory condition.  He  understood,  however, 
that  a  conversation  had  been  had  with 
the  leader  of  the  Government  in 
the  other  House,  and  he  had  undertaken 
to  say  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  getting  the  Bill  through  the  other 
House,  if  it  were  sent  down  from  the 
Senate  at  once.  He  (Mr.  Miller)  sug- 
gested that  this  Bill  should  be  allowed 
to  pass  through  Committee  and  stand  for 
third  reading ;  then,  if  there  was  a  pro- 
bability of  the  Bill  of  his  hon.  friend 
from  DeLanaudi^re  getting  through  the 
Lower  House  in  time,  this  one  could  be 
dropped. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  objected  to 
the  course  suggested  by  his.  hon.  friend. 
If  the  leader  of  the  Government  in  the 
Lower  House  had  stated  that  he  would 
see  that  his  (Mr.  Bellerose's)  Bill  would 
be  carried  through,  there  would  be  no 
danger  in  dropping  the  one  now  under 
consideration.  He  moved  that  Bill  L 
be  substituted  for  the  one  then  before 
the  Committee. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  he  did  not 

think  that  one  bill  could  be  substituted 

for    another    in    the    Committee.      He 

doubted  if  there  was  any  precedent  for 

Hon.  Mr,  Bureau, 


it.  He  had  written  to  the  promoter  of 
the  Bill  that  morning,  informing  him  of 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  two 
BUls  were  before  the  House,  and  had 
told  him  that  unless  he  heard  from  him 
by  three  o'clock  he  would  drop  his  Bill. 
He  had  received  no  reply,  and  he  felt 
that  he  was  justified  in  dropping  it, 
under  the  circumstances.  He  would, 
therefore,  move  that  the  Committee  do 
rise. 
.  Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  risen. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

OFFENCES    AGAINST  THE   PERSON 
PARTIAL   REPEAL  BILL. 

THIRD    READING. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (L)  "  To  repeal  the 
Act  intituled,  *  An  Act  to  provide  that 
persons  charged  with  common  assault 
shall  be  competent  as  witnesses/  and  to 
amend  the  Act  intituled* An  Act  re- 
specting offences  against  the  person.' " 

Hon.  Mr.  PELLETIER  reported  the 
Bill  from  the  Committee,  with  some 
amendments. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  moved  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  thd 
Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

BUILDING    SOCIETIES'    RELIEF     BILL 
THIRD   READING. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
called  for  resuming  the  adjourned  debate 
on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Brouse's  motion  at  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  further  to  amend 
(Bill  F)  "  Building  Societies  and  Loan 
Companies'  Relief  Bill," 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  said :  Before  pro- 
ceeding to  make  some  remarks  on  the 
amendments  moved  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Prescott  (Dr.  Brouse)  I  shall  take 
the  opportunity  to  refer  to  some  state- 
ments made  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Quint6  (Mr.  Read)  with  regard  to  a 
transaction  that  had  taken  place  between 
a  person  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  pro- 
vince and  the  Hamilton  Provident  and 
Loan  Society,  which,  I  think,  in  justice 
to  that  institution,  should  be  set  right 
before  this  hon.  House.     The  ^ts  of  the 
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case  are  merely  these:  In  September, 
1877,  a  loan  was  made  to  a  man  named 
Wigmore  of  $1,015,  and  the  solicitor's 
and  valuator's  fees  were  $  1 9.  The  man 
paid  nothing  on  that  loan,  and,  finally, 
proceedings  were  taken,  and  repeated 
trips  were  made  by  the  inspector  to  en- 
deavor to  effect  a  sale  of  the  property. 
The  sale  took  place  in  October,  1879,  two 
years  and  a  month  after  the  loan  was  made. 
The  expenses  disbursed  by  the  Society 
amiounted  to  "$210,  making  in  all  $1,244, 
which  the  Society  had  to  pay  out.  They 
got  for  the  property  $),400,  though  not 
in  cash  ;  in  fact  it  has  not  been  paid  yet, 
and  it  is  doubtful  when  it  will  be  paid  ; 
but  they  have  a  promise  of  $1,400,  which 
left  $156  of  a  surplus  to  pay  interest, 
thereby  giving  the  Society,  on  their 
advance,  an  interest  of  7f  per  cent,  per 
annum — ^not  a  very  large  rate — certainly 
not  24  per  cent.,  as  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Quints  (Mr.  Bead)  proclaimed  in 
his  stentorian  tones.  The  individual 
that  furnished  the  information  to  the 
hon.  Senator  was  a  person  who  had  a 
second  mortgage  on  the  propei-ty.  Ho 
did  not  come  forward  and  redeem  the 
property,  though  he  knew  it  was  about 
to  be  sold  ;  and  he  said  nothing  about  it 
until  the  whole  matter  was  closed, 
and  then,  I  suppose,  he  thought 
it  was  an  unfortunate  thing  that  he 
lost  his  money.  Moreover,  the  crops 
were  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  purchaser, 
and  not  of  the  Society.  The  man  who 
bought  the  land  paid  $1,400,  and  got 
everything  that  was  on  the  place.  These 
are  the  plain  and  naked  facts.  I  regret 
to  have  to  allude  to  a  personal  matter 
like  this ;  but  the  next  time  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Quin*^  has  occa^on  to  refer 
to  any  transaction  of  the  Hamilton 
Provident  and  Loan  Society,  I  would 
recommend  him  to  see  that  his  statements 
are  not  so  much  at  variance  with  the 
facts  as  they  are  in  this  case.  I  am 
sorry  to  observe  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
is  not  in  his  place ;  I  thought  he  was 
present  when  I  rose  to  speak.  That 
disposes  of  the  personal  quesltion.  With 
r^^trd  to  the  amendments  which  have 
been  moved  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Prescott,  I  would  remark  that,  when 
building  societies  were  established, 
which  was  in  1846,  they  had  a  very 
humble  origin.  They  were  more 
like  a  mutual  benefit  society,  to 
Hon,  Mr,  Hope, 


which  all  the  members  contributed 
certain  sums,  and  then  paid  out  their 
respective  shares  when  they  matured. 
Under  such  a  primitive  organization » 
fines  were  absolutely  necessary ;  but 
building  societies  have  become  large  loan 
societies  now,  with  large  capitals,  and 
large  amounts  of  borrowed  capital  which 
they  work  upon,  and  they  have  outlived 
the  old  system  of  fines,  which  one  amend- 
ment now  proposed  is  intended  to  abolish. 
I  think  it  is  a  very  ix  ise  provision  to  have 
them  abolished,  and  I  am  glad  the  hon, 
gentleman  (Dr.  firouse)  has  made  a 
motion  to  that  effect.  There  ai-e  some 
other  amendments  that  be  has  moved 
which  are  in  the  right  direction.  They 
are  in  the  interest  of  eveiyfajr-  dealing 
loan  society,  as  well  as  of  the  public  and 
the  bonx)wer.  There  is  one  clause 
which,  I  think,  would  be  better  ^left 
out,  that  is  the  compulsory  redemp-> 
tion  of  mortgages.  Before  sitting  down^ 
I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  fact  that,  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill,  it  is  stated  that 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  language  used 
in  the  forms  sent  out  by  the  Finance 
Minister,  as  compared  with  the  language 
of  the  Act  which  it  is  proposed  to  amend. 
I  see  that,  in  the  fifth  clause,  among  the 
particulars  which  the  societies,  are  re- 
quired to  include  in  their  statements  are 
some  which  I  do  not  find  in  the  Statute.  ^ 
I  do  not  find  in  the  Act  that  they  have 
any  power  to  hypothecate  their  securities 
for  borrowed  money. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Do  they  not 
issue  debentures  1 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— They  bonx)w  on 
debentures. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— That  is  their 
security. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— The  only  security 
they  have  is  the  lien  on  the  assets  of  the 
society,  and  the  society  has  no  power  to 
assign  mortgages  for  borrowed  money. 
With  regard  to  another  clause,  follow- 
ing up  the  amendments  which  -  are 
likely  co  be  made  in  the  Bill,  I  think,  if 
the  Secretary  of  State  could  see  his  way 
to  make  an  alteration,  and  bring  the  Act 
into  force,  say  about  the  1st  of  July,  it 
would  be  better.  This  clause,  affecting 
the  alteration  of  mortgages  should  not  go 
into  force  sooner,  because  the  societies 
will  hardly  have  sufficient  time  to  pre- 
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pare  new  forms  and  be  ready  to  comply 
with  the  law  before  that  time.  If  tlie 
Bill  could  be  amended  to  provide  that 
this  Act  shall  go  into  effect  on  the  1st 
of  July,  I  think  it  would  be  well. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— There  is  no  ob- 
jection to  that. 

Hon.  Mr.  Fl^INT— I  am  glad  that 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Prescott  has  pro- 
posed this  amendment  to  the  Bill  which 
is  now  before  the  House.  My  know- 
ledge of  those  loan  societies  extends  back 
to  the  time  of  the  Trust  and  Loan 
Society  of  this  country,  which  was,  I  be- 
lieve, the  fii-st  that  did  business  upon  the 
principle  of  loaning  money  upon  mort- 
gages on  real  estate  at  8  per  cent, 
interest.  In  the  course  of  my  business 
I  was  called  upon  repeatedly  by  officers 
of  that  Company,  to  look  into  certain 
matters  connected  with  various  proper- 
ties upon  which  persons  wished  to  ob- 
tain loans,  and  I  did  so  free  of  charge. 
They  had,  at  that  time,  no  agent  in  our 
part  of  the  country,  and,  where  I  could 
give  them  a  helping  hand,  I  was 
willing  to  do  so.  I  can  say  to 
the  honor  of  that  Company,  go 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  I  never 
heard  that  they  treated  anybody  harshly 
who  had  received  money  from  tjiem,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  in  every  instance 
they  gave  the  widest  latitude  that  could 
be  asked  for  before  proceeding  to  extreme 
measures.  But  that  has  not  been  my 
experience  with  reference  to  some  other 
societies,  although  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  other  societies,  except  to  know  that 
some  of  my  customers,  who  had  become 
involved  in  days  past,  had  placed  their 
properties  in  such  a  position  that,  if  they 
bad  not  made  a  strike  at  the  time  of  the 
gold  excitement,  they  would  have  lost  a 
large  amount  of  money.  In  one  case 
that  I  know  of,  where  a  man  borrowed 
money  from  the  Provident  Loan  and 
Savings  Society,  he  had  to  pay  22J  per 
cent 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— It  is  not  so.  You 
are  entirely  mistaken.  No  such  thing 
happened. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— The  hon.  gentle- 
man  contradicts  me,  although  he  does  not 
know  anything  about  the  case.  I  have 
examined  the  matter  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  I  say  it  boldly,  that  the  parties 
had  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  22^  per  cent. 
Bon,  Mr.  Ilope, 


Hon.  Mr.  HOPE — It  never  happened. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  do  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  gentleman  was  con- 
nected with  the  Society  or  not  If  he 
was,  the  more  shame  for  him.  This  led 
me  in  every  instance  to  say  to  all  parties 
who  came  to  me  to  ask  where  to  look  for 
loans,  "  Go  to  the  old  societies.  I  know 
that  those  societies  have  been  very  care- 
ful, and,  while  they  have  made  some 
mistakes,  and  have  had  properties  faU  on 
their  hands,  they  deal  fairly."  I  am 
ready  to  back  up  the  assertion 
of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Quinte, 
(Mr.  Read),  and  say  that  I  know  of  a 
large  number  of  farms  in  Hastings 
County  that  have  been  abandoned  simply 
because  of  heavy  claims  brought  against 
their  owners  by  those  societies.  The 
owners  knew  that  they  could  not  pay 
such  large  sums,  and,  mther  than  have 
their  personal  effects  sold  to  make  up  the 
difference  in  value,  if  there  was  any, 
they,  themselves,  sold  out  and  abandoned 
the  country.  Some  of  these  farms  have 
been  idle  ever  since,  and  others  have  been 
sold.  When  you  take  these  matters  into 
consideration  you  will  see  the  importance 
of  these  amendments.  There  can  be  no 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  having  them  embodied  in  this 
Bill.  We  cannot  be  too  careful  of  the  rights 
of  borrowers,  for,  as  was  stated  yester- 
day, there  are  many  of  them  that  do  not 
understand  these  things.  Many  of  them 
cannot  read  or  write  and  they  are  obliged 
to  be  dependent  upon  those  from  wh^m 
they  obtain  loans  and  are  often  deceived. 
I  could  cite  many  cases,  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
unnecessarily.  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
hon.  SenatoL  from  Prescott  has  found  it 
his  duty  to  bring  forward  these  amend- 
ments, and  I  trust  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  will  allow  them  to  pass,  and  that, 
from  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Bill, 
these  fines,  fees  and  extras  will  be  done 
away  with,  and  justice  will  be  done  to 
the  poor  man  who  has  to  borrow 
money.         ' 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— T  only  came  mto 
the  Chamber  a  few  moments  ago,  and 
was  then  informed  that  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Hamilton  (Mr.  Hope)  had  disputed 
the  statements  which  I  made  when  this 
subject  was  under  discussion  the  other 
day. 
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Hon.   Mr.  VIDAL— Explained  ;  not 
disputed. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— T  think  the  state- 
ment which  I  hold  in  my  hand  explains 
itself.  It  is  not  in  my  writing;  the 
words  are  not  mine ;  it  is  a  copy  of  the 
statement  sent  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
of  the  Company  itself.  I  will 
hand  it  to  anybody  who  wishes  to 
look  at  i'%  and*  ask  if  it  can  be 
disputed  that  it  is  the  account  of 
the  Company  itself.  The  amount  loaned 
WBB  $1,000,  and,  after  the  borrower  had 
the  money  fifteen  months  and  seventeen 
days,  his  farm  was  sold  for  $1,400,  leav- 
ing a  balance  still  due  to  the  Company 
of  $55.31,  which  was  afterwards  collected 
by  the  bailiff  when  the  crop  was  reaped. 
That  is  the  plain  statement  of  the  Com- 
pany, yet  the  hon.  gentleman  attempts  to 
deny  it.  I  do  not  wonder  that  he  is 
ashamed  of  it,  as  I  would  be  if  I  at- 
tempted to  defend  a  transaction  like  that, 
by  which  a  poor  man  is  deprived  of  his 
property.  Perhaps  T  will  be  told  that  he 
should  have  complained  to  the  Company. 
Little  lelief  he  would  get  when  gentle- 
men connected  with  it  could  defend  such 
a  transaction.  The  hon.  gentleman  de- 
nies the  correctness  of  this  statement,  but 
he  should  have  met  it  with  something 
more  than  a  bare  assertion.  I  do  think 
it  is  time  that  something  should  be  done 
in  this  direction.  And  now  I  should  like 
to  say  a  little  about  the  lawyer's  costs  in 
this  case,  though  I  am  aware  that  it  is  a 
tender  subject.  I  am  told,  on  good  au- 
thority, that  there  was  no  ejectment  in 
this  instance,  yet  the  lawyer's  costs,  for 
selling  this  poor  man's  property,  amounted 
to  $210.09.  1  will  be  told,  "  He  should 
have  paid  it."  No  doubt  he  would  have 
paid  it  if  his  crop  had  not  failed.  The 
farmer  does  not  receive  his  returns  from 
his  farm  oftener  than  once  a  year,  and  fre- 
quently not  for  three  or  four  years,  yet, 
because  this  poor  man  could  not  meet 
this  payment,  he  was  thus  unmercifully 
treated.  The  lawyer's  costs,  selling  and 
commission,  as  I  have  said,  amounted  to 
$210.09.  I  daresay  that  also  will  be 
defended.  Lawyers  think  that  they 
never  can  get  too  much.  They  take— 
Shylocks  that  they  are — their  pound  of 
fiesh.  I  never  heard  one  of  them  yet  say 
that  they  collect  too  much.  They  are 
called  gentlemen  when  they  charge  a  man 

for  something  that  they  do  not  earn. 

Hon,  Mr.  Head. 


Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Order !    Order  ! 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— What  I  say  is 
quite  correct.  If  a  grocer  charges  you 
for  two  poimds  of  butter  when  he  only 
gives  you  one  pound,  he  is  called  dis- 
honest ;  but  the  lawyer  who  charges  for 
something  that  he  never  did,  is  a  gentle- 
man, forsooth.  I  know  that  I  am  raising 
a  storm  about  my  ears,  but  I  say  it  is 
time  that  lawyera'  costs  wei*e  attended  to 
by  Parliament.  They  have  no  politics 
when  their  interests  are  at  stake.  If 
there  is  grist  for  their  mill,  there  is  no 
division  amo^g  them.  They  come  down 
to  the  committee  table  and  agree  nicely 
among  themselves  whenever  anything 
affecting  their  profession  is  before  Parlia- 
ment. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  do  not  get  up 
to  defend  the  profession  of  which  I  atii 
a  very  humble  member,  from  the  attack 
that  has  just  now  been  made  upon  it. 
I  do  not  think  that  an  assault  like  that 
is  likely  to  do  us  a  great  deal  of  injury, 
or  will  trouble  any  one  of  U3  ;  but  I  rise 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
want  of  accuracy  again  in  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down.  The  item  of  $210,  is  not  for 
lawyer's  costs  alone,  but  is  for  c<ists  of 
selling,  commission,  solicitor's  fees,  etc., 
four  items  altogether,  and  probably  the 
lawyer's  fees  is  the  smallest  of  the  four. 
I  suppose  the  expenses  of  the  sale  form 
the  larger  portion  of  the  $210,  akd,  with 
his  usual  accuracy,  my  hon.  friend  de- 
nounces the  lawyers  for  having  taken  the 
whole  of  this  money.  We  do  not  know 
what  litigation  there  may  have  been  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  There  may 
not  have  been  an  action  of  ejectment,  but 
there  may  have  been  a  suit  in  foreclosure, 
and,  if  so,  I  know  that  the  ordinary 
costs  of  foreclosure  in  my  province  are 
$100.  But,whetherthere  wasor  wasnot, 
it  is  clear  that  other  items  besides 
lawyer's  cx>sts  have  been  included  in 
this  statement.  My  hon.  friend  told  the 
House  that  he  had  the  statement  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Hamilton  Provident  and 
Loan  Society.  He  has  nothing  of  the 
kind.  He  has  what  happens  to  be  a 
copy  of  a  statement  not  verified  in  any 
way. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— That  is  all. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  undei-stood 
my  hon.  friend  to  say  that  he  had  the 
original  paper  of  the  treasurer. 
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Hon.  Mr.  READ— No  ;  I  did  not, 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— This  document 
may  be  falsified  in  every  item,  but  I 
do  not  say  it  is  so.  To  make  such  a 
charge  as  the  hon.  gentleman  has  made 
on  a  copy  of  a  paper  is  a  thing  that  no 
prudent  man  would  attempt  to  do  here 
or  elsewhere,  and  my  hon.  friend  has 
placed  himself  in  a  very  unfortunate 
position,  when  he  obliges  me  to  shew 
that  it  is  not  an  original  paper. 

Hon.  Mr.  VI DAL— Is  it  certified  at 

ain 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — Not  in  any  way. 
That  my  hon.  friend  should  make  such  an 
attack  as  he  has  made  on  the  Company, 
founded  on  such  a  paper,  is  very  surpris- 
ing to  me.  I  am  sure  there  was  not  a 
member  who  heard  the  hon.  gentleman 
that  did  not  believe  he  had  the  original 
paper  in  his  hands,  signed  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Provident  and  Loan  Society. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— Will  the  hon. 
gentleman  be  kind  enough  to  read  it  as 
I  read  it  ?  It  begins  "  Copy  of  a  state- 
ment," etc. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— My  hon.  friend 
said  that  it  was  a  statement  by  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Hamilton 
Provident  and  Loan  Society.  It  is  not 
an  original  paper  at  all,  and  what  I  find 
fault  with  is  that  he  should  attempt  to 
lead  the  House  to  believe  that  it  was 
original,  when  it  was  not.  I  do  not  say 
that  it  is  a  falsified  statement,  but  it 
might  be. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH— Perhaps  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Belleville  (Mr.  Read) 
would  state  to  the  House,  for  its  infor- 
mation, the  amount  of  interest  that  that 
Society  agreed  to  receive,  provided  the 
instalments  were  properly  paid  up  accord- 
ing to  agreement.  Then,  perhaps,  we 
would  be  better  able  to  judge  whether 
the  Society  was  acting  fairly  towards  this 
borrower  or  not. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ — According  to  this 
statement,  the  borrower  was  to  pay  13 
per  cent.  I  have  not  made  it  up,  but 
you  will  see  that  he  borrowed  $1,000 
and  agreed  to  pay  $131.37  for  fifteen 
years.  For  the  firat  year,  at  least,  he 
had  to  pay  13  per  cent. 

Hon.  Mr.    GIBBS— The  instalments 
are  all  of  the  same  amount. 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller. 


Hon.  Mr.  READ— It  is  a  little  too 
much  to  expect  me  to  make  a  calculation 
here  of  what  that  interest  would  be  ;  but 
what  I  have  stated  is  this  :  that  of  the 
$455.31,  which  this  man  was  made  to 
pay  after  he  had  had  the  $1,000  fifteen 
months  and  seventeen  days,  no  less  than 
$245  was  interest. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS— I  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  defending  any  action  of 
any  loan  society  such  as  some  hon.  gen- 
tlemen who  have  addressed  the  House 
have  described.  That  some  improper 
things  have  been  done  by  such  societies 
will  not  be  denied,  but  the  facts  eluci- 
dated to-day  will  shew  that  gross  exag- 
gerations have  been  indulged  in  by  mem- 
bers addressing  the  House.  The  hon. 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  says 
that  the  borrower  to  whom  he  has  al- 
luded, paid  for  a  number  of  years 
$131.67  per  annum. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ — He  never  paid 
anything. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBES— That  is  where  the 
trouble  begins  and  ends.  He  nevor  paid 
anything,  and,  because  proceedings  were 
taken  to  enforce  payment  upon  what  he 
had  agreed  to  pay,  he  subjected  himself 
to  costs  which  he  need  not  have  incur- 
I'ed.  But  what  I  complain  of  is  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  has  made  a  statement  cal- 
culated to  mislead  the  House.  I  do  not 
think  that  he  would  do  it  pui'posely,  but  he 
has  said  that  a  certain  borrower  obtained 
the  sum  of  $1,000  from  the  Building 
Society,  and  agreed  tiO  pay  therefor 
$131.67  for  fifteen  consecutive  years, 
that  the  principal  was  paying  during  that 
whole  period,  some  13  per  cent,  per 
annum. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ — I  did  not  say  so. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS— I  understood  him 
to  say  so,  but  I  think  he  saw  the  point 
that  I  was  fi^oing  to  make,  and  withdrew 
the  statement,  to  some  extent.  If  I  did 
not  misapprehend  him,  his  intention  was 
to  convey  to  the  House  that  the  borrow- 
er had  been  paying  the  Company  13 
per  cent,  per  annum.  I  ask  the  hon. 
gentleman  if  the  amount  that  was  to  be 
paid  annually  for  fifteen  consecutive 
years  did  not  extinguish  the  capital  as 
well  aa  the  interest  upon  it  ?  I  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  saying  this :  that  borrowers 
frequently  go  to  those  societies,  and  have 
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the  option  of  either  borrowing  at  build- 
ing society  rates,  or  on  the  straight 
loan  plan.  It  is  frequently  an  advant- 
age to  the  borrower  to  take  the  money 
at  building  societies*  rates,  that  he  may 
be  able  to  pay  off,  in  a  series  of  years,  the 
amount  of  money  which  he  desires  to  bor- 
row. It  frequently  happens  that,  if  he 
had  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  pay- 
able in  two  or  three  years,  he  would 
be  unable  to  obtain  the  amount  he  de- 
sired, and  would  be  unable  to  pay  it  at 
maturity.  I  do  not  sympathise  alto- 
gether with  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
says  that  many  borrowers  do  not  know 
what  they  are  about  when  they  obtain 
these  loans  ;  that  they  are  frequenty  im- 
posed upon.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  with 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Preacott,  any  i*eeiirrence 
of  such  evils  will  be  prevented.  I  think 
they  are  in  the  right  direction,  and  I 
desire  that  every  borrower  should  know 
exactly  what  he  is  paying.  Every  loan 
society  should  state  clearly  and  unmis- 
takably to  the  borrower  what  i-ate  of 
interest  he  is  paying.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  respectable  society  doing 
business  in  Ontario  to-day  that  would 
object  to  the  amendments  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman desii*es  to  attach  to  this  Bill. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  believe  that  these 
amendments  will  remove  a  great  many 
j>rejudices  against  these  societies.  I  was 
glad,  therefore,  when  the  hoa.  gentle- 
man moved  them,  and  I  hope  they  will 
be  incorporated  in  the  Bill.  It  will 
enable  every  borrower  to  ascertain  ex- 
actly what  he  is  to  pay,  and,  in  the  end, 
benefit  the  building  societies  themselves. 
As  one  connected  with  such  institutions, 
and  doing  business,  I  believe,  in  a  fair, 
straight-forward  and  honorable  way,  I 
felt  called  upon  to  make  these  obser- 
vations, and  I  have  done  so  without  any 
desire  to  cover  up  any  transactions,  such 
as  have  been  alluded  to  to-day,  and  which, 
I  believe,  on  examination,  will  be  found 
to  have  been  greatly  exaggerated. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN— The  hon.  Sena- 
tor who  seconded  the  amendments  intro- 
duced by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Prescott, 
stated  that  he  had  always  been  a  Pro- 
t^tionist,  and  opposed  free  trade,  and 
that  he  approved  of  these  resolutions 
}:>ecause  he  believed  they  were  in  the 
direction  of  protecting  the  farmers.  If 
any  legislation  would  have  the  effect  of 
Eon,  Mr,  Gibbs. 


protecting  people  against  their  own 
improvidence  and  want  of  frugality  and 
economy,  I  am  sure  tJiat  every  one  of  us 
would  do  our  best  to  promote  legislation 
of  such  a  character  ;  but  I  am  afi*aid 
that  it  would  take  a  great  deal  more 
than  we  can  effect  by  all  the  laws  we  are 
ever  likely  to  pass  here,  to  bring  about 
such  desirable  results.  I  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to 
the  remarks  made  by  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Prescott,  in  I'eference 
to  the  efforts  that  were  made,  and  the 
inducements  held  out,  by  the  agents  of 
various  loan  companies  to  persuade  par- 
ties throughout  the  country  to  be-ome 
borrowers,  and  I  very  heartily  sympa- 
thise with  much  that  he  said.  There  is 
no  doubt,  and  I  think  that  every  Cana- 
dian must  feel,  that  it  is  a  very  great 
misfortune  that  the  community  gener- 
ally, and  our  farmers  more  especially, 
have  become  borrowers  to  such  an  extent 
during  the  last  few  years.  I  think  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  might  have  drawn 
even  a  more  moving  picture  than  he  did, 
if,  in  addition  to  his  description  of  those 
silvery-tongued  gentlemen  going  about 
so  busily,  and  trying  their  powers  of  per- 
suasion, not  only  upon  the  farmers,  but 
even  upon  the  farmers'  wives,  to  induce 
their  husbands  to  become  borrowers,  if 
he  could  also  have  exhibited  a  map  of 
some  of  our  counties  or  townships  with 
all  the  lots  on  which  mortgages  were 
held,  separately  marked.  I  think  that 
would  have  been  as  striking  an 
appeal  as  he  could  have  made  to 
the  House,  and  would  have  re- 
vealed a  state  of  things  that  we 
must  all  heartily  deplore.  But  I  do 
not  think  that  the  loan  companies  can  aU 
justly  be  held  accountable  for  this  state 
of  things  any  more  than  they  can  be 
held  responsible  for  some  of  the  individual 
cases  of  harshness  in  the  treatment  of 
borrowers  mentioned  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. It  is  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
since  the  older  building  societies  com- 
menced business  under  the  present 
system  in  Ontario.  They  introduced,  for 
the  first  time,  the  principle  of  the  sinking 
fund  for  the  repayment  of  loans  paying 
back  the  principal  by  instalments  along 
with  the  interest.  Now,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  effect  of  the  organization 
of  these  societies  and  their  mode  of  loan- 
ing money   was,  in   the   first  place,   to 
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bring  down  the  rate  of  interest ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  to  offer  a  safer  and 
better  mode  of  repayment  of  their  loans  to 
borrowers.  Many  of  us  here  can  remem- 
ber the  time  when  money  was  not  to  be 
had  except  at  high  rates  from  private 
lenders,  and  where,  in  the  case  of  farmers 
especially,  the  most  usurious  rate  of 
interest  was  charged  by  one  farmer  lend- 
ing money  to  another.  Happily  that 
state  of  things  has  been  done  away  with,  to 
a  great  extent ;  but  it  has  been  mainly  due 
to  the  organization  of  these  societies 
and  the  introduction  by  them  of 
large  amounts  of  money  into  this  coun- 
try, that  this  reduction  in  the  rate  of 
interest  has  been  brought  about.  The 
second  point,  and  which  has  been  alluded 
to  by  the  hon-  gentleman  who  imme- 
diately preceded  me  id  this :  As  a 
general  rule,  outside  of  the  business  men 
in  towns  and  cities,  parties  who  borrow 
money  in  the  country — ^I  am  speaking 
more  especially  of  the  farming  class — are 
very  often  unprepared  or  unable,  without 
groat  diflBculty,  to  pay  up  the  principal 
in  a  lump  sum  at  the  end  of  the  term 
for  which  it  has  been  borrowed,  and  to 
them,  in  many  instances,  the  sinking 
fund  system  has  been  an  immense  boon. 
By  this  mode  of  repayment  of  principal 
and  interest  together  in  small  instal- 
ments, they  have  been  enabled  to  meet 
their  engagements  without  difficulty,  and 
without  having  to  look  forward  to  being 
obliged  to  raise  the  lafge  sum  required 
to  redeem  the  principal  at.the  end  of  the 
term,  as  in  the  oniinary  straight  loan. 
Many  a  farmer  has,  in  this  way,  been 
enabled  to  carry  out  extensive  and  much- 
needed  improvements  upon  his  farm — or 
to  add  to  his  holding  by  the  purchase  of 
new  land,  or  to  secure,  on  favorable 
terms,  farms  for  his  sons,  whom  he  wished 
to  settle  in  the  world.  Again,  the 
system  of  loaning  money  and  the  facili- 
ties offered  by  these  societies  have  been 
a  very  great  advantage,  not  only  to  the 
farming  community,  but  to  other  classes, 
as  well,  in  cities  and  towns,  as  in  the 
country,  and  I  can  speak  from  my  own  ex- 
perience when  I  say  that  I  know  of 
numbers  of  persons  who  have  acquired 
comfortable  homes  for  themselves  by  the 
aid  of  these  very  building  societies,  but 
who,  without  the  facilities  thus  afforded 
them,  could  not  possibly  have  done 
so.  They  borrowed  on  the  sink- 
Han,  Mir,  Allan, 


ing  fund  principle,  and  paid  back  the 
loan  by  monthly  or  quarterly  instal- 
ments, and  it  not  only  made  it  much 
easier  for  them  to  meet  their  engage- 
ments in  that  way,  but  more  than  that 
— it  enforced  upon  them  habits  of  punctu- 
ality and  frugality.  They  knew  that 
they  had  to  meet  those  instalments 
monthly,  quarterly  or  half-yearly,  as  the 
case  might  be,  and  calculated  their  in- 
comings and  outgoings  accordingly,  and, 
in  the  end,  it  secui*ed  for  them  comfort- 
able homes,  paid  for  and  free  of  any  in- 
cumbrance, which  tl^ey  could  not  have 
secured  for  many  a  year  if  the  only 
means  open  to  them  had  been  borrowing 
in  the  usual  way,  or  waiting  until  they 
could  provide  the  means  themselves 
without  any  assistance.  Now,  as  to  the 
abuses  complained  ofby  my  hon.friend  from 
Prescott,  in  soliciting  parties  to  become 
borrowers,  the  fact  that  these  older 
societies  had  all  been  very  successful 
led  to  the  organization  of  new  companies 
for  going  into  the  same  business,  and 
they  have  been  multiplied  to  a  very  great 
extent  lately  in  Ontario.  The  result  has 
been  keen  competition  for  business, 
and,  while  that  very  competition  has 
assisted,  to  a  great  extent,  in  gradually 
bringing  down,  and  keeping  down,  the 
rate  of  interest,  it  has  also  intro- 
duced those  very  evils  tx)  which  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Prescott  alluded  so  feeling- 
ly the  other  day.  It  has  led  to  a  system 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  of  soliciting 
for  loans  and  inducing  parties  to  become 
borrowers,  by  the  tempting  nature  of  the 
representations  made  to  them,  who  ought 
never  to  have  borrowed  money  at  all. 
Many  a  man  has  doubtless  thus  been 
induced  to  borrow  money  for  wants 
which  were  either  artificial  or  could  have 
been  supplied  by  a  little  more  persever- 
ance, a  little  more  frugality  and  economy 
on  his  own  part.  But,  while  we  must  all 
regret  such  cases  as  I  have  alluded  to, 
and  while,  doubtless,  among  the  number 
of  companies  now  doing  business  through- 
out the  country,  individual  cajses  of  hard- 
ship, in  their  relations  with  their  borix)w- 
ers,  will  occasionally  occur,  1  am  quite 
sure  that  what  has  been  said  now  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  will  be  admitted 
by  the  House  to  be  perfectly  true  with 
regard  to  the  large  number  of  associations 
and  companies  of  this  kind  carrying  on 
business  in  Ontario — that  their  business 
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has  been  fairly  and  lejsritiraately  carried 
on,  and  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  per- 
fect fairness  towards  their  borrowers,  and, 
in  such  cases,  they  have  certainly  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  utmost  publicity.  I  can, 
therefore,  say  that  these  societies  will 
have  no  objections  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Pi'escott,  and  which,  I  understand, 
the  Secretary  of  State  intends, 
with  some  small  alterations  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Dr.  Brouse) 
accepts,  to  incorporate  in  his  own  Bill. 
I  think  anything  that  we  can  do  which 
shall  enable  these  companies  to  shew 
that  they  are  carrying  on  their  business 
in  a  legitimate  manner — without  any 
desire  to  mislead  people,  and  that  they 
are  perfectly  willing  to  give  to .  these 
borrowers  every  opportunity  of  knowing 
exactly  what  the  nature  of  their  engage- 
ments are  when  they  enter  into  those 
agreements — ^we  are  bound  to  do  ;  and  I 
think  that  any  move  in  that  direction  is 
«  right  one.  I  shall  be  very  glad,  there- 
fore, to  see  those  amendments  added  to 
the  Bill.  Before  concluding,  T  desire  to 
.say  a  few  woi*ds  in  reply  to  a  remark 
which  fell  from  my  hon.  friend  from 
Belleville  (Mr.  Read),  who  I  wish  was 
in  his  place.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
so  intended  it,  but  it  struck  me  at  the 
time  that  there  was  something  in  the 
tone  of  his  closing  remarks,  the  other  day, 
w'hich  would  lead  us  to  infer  from  them 
that  he  thought  that  the  interests  of  the 
farmer,  and  of  the  people  generally 
would  be  more  likely  to  receive  attention 
at  the  hands  of  the  people's  representa- 
tives in  the  other  House  than  here,  in 
the  case  of  such  legislation  as  that  now 
under  consideration. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— That  is  what  I  did 
say. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN— I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  a  fair  thing  to  say  of  this  House. 
I  do  not  think  the  members  of  this 
House  have  ever  shewn  th'emselves  indif- 
ferent to  the  rights  or  well-being  of  any 
class  of  their  fellow-subjects.  I  do  not 
think  that,  because  it  haf>pens  there 
ai*e  in  this  Chamber  gentlemen  who 
are  in  connection  with  the  banking 
or  other  monetary  institutions  of 
the  country,  that  they  look  only  to  th^ 
special  interests  with  which  they  may 
happen  to  be  individually  connected, 
Hon,  Mr,  AUan. 


or  are  in  any  way  wanting  in  considera- 
tion for  the  interests  or  the  welfare  and 
well-being  of  the  community  at  large. 
I  hope  that  we  shall  never  deserve  that 
character,  but  that  we  shall  always  prove 
ourselves  quite  as  ready  as  the  members 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  to 
do  all  that  lies  in  our  power  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  whole  community. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— I  think  it  is  to  bo 
regretted,  both  on  our  own  account  and 
on  account  of  the  hon.  Senator  for  Quint6 
(Mr.  Read)  that  he  was  not  in  his  place 
at  the  time  the  han.  member  from 
Hamilton  (Mr.  Hope)  made  his  ex- 
planatory remarks.  It  would  have  saved 
the  House  considerable  time,  and  the 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Read)  a  great 
expenditure  of  his  strength  had  he  been 
here,  but  he  comes  into  the  'House  and 
vigorously  attacks  what  really  does  not 
exist.  He  sets  up  a  man  of  straw  and 
belabors  it  most  manfully.  Had  he  been 
here  he  would  have  found  that  the 
accuracy  of  these  statements  that  he  read 
to  the  House  was  not  challenged  in  any 
respect.  It  was  simply  his  own  deduc- 
tions from  them  which  were  contradicted 
and  shewn  to  be  inaccurate,-  and  I  think 
it  has  already  been  proved  to  us  that  he 
has  not  been  sufficiently  guarded  as  to 
having  full  authority  for  the  statements 
he  has  given  to  the  House.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  hon.  gentleman  thinka 
that,  because  he  has  strong  lungs  and  a 
sonorous  voice,  and  makes  strong  asser- 
tions, that  he  is  going  to  carry  the  Houee 
with  him  by  the  power  of  his  eloquence. 
If  he  does,  he  is  decidedly  mistaken. 
This  Hoase  is  not  to  be  swayed  by  the 
arts  of  oratory.  Calmly  and  deliberately 
they  will  look  into  the  merits  of  each 
case  presented  to  them,  and  will  not  be 
swuyed  in  judgment  by  the  plaintive 
appeals  on  the  part  of  one  gentle- 
man or  the  vehement  denunciatory 
speeches  on  the  part  of  another.  I  think 
a  great  deal  has  been  said  very  unwisely 
in  connection  with  the  resolutions  now 
before  us.  While,  in  sentiment,  I  agree 
with  the  hon.  Senator  from  Prescott,  and 
approve  the  object  of  the  movement 
he  is  ntaking  in  proposing  these  amend- 
ments as  improvements  to  the  Bill,  I  cer- 
tainly differ  from  him  very  widely  as  ta 
the  probable  benefits  he  thinks  likely  to- 
flow  from  them.     I  do  not  believe  that  it 
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is  possible,  by  any  legislative  enactments, 
to  make  an  improvident  man  provident, 
a  careless  man  careful,  or  a  lazy  man  in- 
dustrious, nor  do  I  believe  that  our  legis- 
lation, however  well  designed  and  care- 
fully worded,  will  have  any  perceptible 
effect  in  regulating  the  traffic  in  money 
in  our  country.  We  might  just  as  well 
try  to  fix  a  price  upon  every  bushel  of 
wheat  sold  in  the  Dominion,  and  say  that 
a  man  ^ill  not  be  allowed  to  sell  it  at  any 
other  figure.  Money,  like  everything 
else,  will  find  its  market  value,  and  when, 
as  we  have  been  told  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Prescott,  there  are  already  thirty  or 
forty  loan  companies  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario,  is  there  not  in  that  fact  a  guar- 
antee that  competition  will  keep  money 
at  its  right  value  1  With  sjch  competi- 
tion, is  it  not  impossible  that  such  usury 
and  oppression  could  continue  as  have 
been  insinuated  against  some  of  those 
companies  ?  It  is  not  the  intei*est  of  loan 
societies  to  oppress  anybody,  and,  so  far  as 
my  acquaintance  with  them  has  extended, 
it  is  their  constant  practice  to  exercise 
the  greatest  leniency  in  dealing  with  de- 
Jiquent  borrowers,  and  not  to  resort  to 
extreme  measures  until  they  are  absolu- 
tely compelled  to  do  so.  I  have  to 
thank  the  hon.  Senator  from  Prescott 
for  the  gratuitous  advertisement  that  he 
gave  of  the  company  with  which  I  am 
connected,  not,  however,  as  manager,  but 
simply  as  its  president.  But,  lest  my 
^hon.  fiiend's  statement  o!:  extraordinary 
profits  should  induce  any  gentleman  to 
wish  to  become  stockholders  in  that  com- 
pany, I  must  guard  them  from  being  de- 
ceived by  saying  that  it  is  without 
foundation.  He,  like  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Belleville,  has  been  incorrect  in  his 
statement,  through  imperfect  infprma- 
tion.  I  am  quite  aware  that  he  would 
not,  intentionally,  misrepresent  roe  or  the 
company  with  which  I  am  connected, 
but  he  said  that :  '^  The  Company  boast- 
ed of  having  made  a  clear  profit  of  from 
25  to  28  per  cent,  in  a  year,  although 
they  professed  to  charge  the  poor' farmer 
only  8  per  cent,  on  the  straight  loan 
plan."  Both  of  these  statements,  I  assure 
the  hon.  gentleman,  are  inaccurate.  No 
gentleman  connected  with  the  Society  has 
ever  made  that  boast 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE— WUl   the  hon. 
gentleman   tell   us  what   their    highest 
profit  has  been  in  a  year  ? 
Hon.  Mr.  VidctX. 


Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — J  am  not  going 
to  be  put  off  my  track  by  that  question. 
The  hon.  gentleman  says  that  this  Com- 
pany boasts  of  having  made  this  large 
profit.  I  say  that  the  Company  has  never 
made  that  boast. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Has  it  made  the 
profit? 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — No ;  nor  anything 
nearly  resembling  it  ;  but,  because  that 
statement  was  made  in  a  plainly  adverse 
criticism  upon  the  Company  which  ap- 
peared in  a  certain  newspaper,  he 
accepts  it  as  true  without  inquiry, 
although,  had  he  looked  into  that  paper 
two  weeks  afterwards,  he  would  have 
seen  an  editorial  explanation  that  the 
statement  was  made  under  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  facts.  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  not  a 
single  dollar  has  been  charged 
by  the  Company  on  any  loan 
beyond  the  amount  set  forth  on  the 
printed  table  of  rates  furnished  to  the 
men  who  borrowed  from  it,  nor,  as  fa^ 
as  I  know,  has  there  been  a  dollar  im- 
posed in  the  way  of  these  obnoxious 
fines.  Hon.  gentlemen  must  not  sup- 
pose-that large  dividends  have  been  paid. 
The  Company  has  declared  eight  per 
cent,  per  annum  dividends. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE— How  much  has 
been  added  to  the  reserve  1 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— There  has  been 
a  very  satisfactory  profit  made  by  careful 
and  economical  management,  by  reducing 
the  expenses  of  management  to  a  limit 
that  no  other  loan  company  has  reached, 
in  its  infancy.  By  dispensing  with  a 
general  manager,  we  have  saved,  I 
presume,  about  $3,000  of  salary,  and 
carried  it  to  the  reserve  fund.  That 
is  the  kind  of  management  by  which  the 
Company  that  I  am  connected  with  has 
done  so  well,  but  not  so  extravagantly 
well  as  the  hon.  gentleman  has  stated. 
Now,  I  would  remark,  with  reference  to 
this  evil  which,  it  is  asserted,  prevails  in 
our  land,  that  it  is  a  very  remarkable 
thing,  il  it  does  so  prevail,that  not  a  single 
petition  on  the  subject  has  been  pre- 
sented to  Parliament.  Has  a  single  one 
of  these  poor,  oppressed  fellow-subjects 
of  oui  s  come  here  and  asked  for  pro- 
.tection?  Not  one.  When>  then  does 
all  this  ostentatious  sympathy  spring 
from  ?      Do    the     hon.    Senators    from 
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Trescot>,  and  Quints  suppose  that 
they  have,  within  their  two  souls, 
all  the  generosity,  sympathy  and  com- 
passion for  the  poor,  and  the  desire  to  do 
them  justice  ?  If  so,  I  can  assure  them 
that  they  are  very  much  mistaken ;  that 
there  are  67  other  hon. gentlemen  here  who 
are  animated  by  the  same  good  motives 
and  desires,  and  who  act  upon,  I  think, 
even  a  more  righteous  principle  than  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Prescott  has  an- 
nounced. He  says  that  "the  interests 
of  the  poor  man  should  be  held  as  sacred 
as  those  of  the  rich  man,  or  even  more 
so."  I  take  higher  ground;  I  say  that, 
in  our  legislation.,  rich  and  poor  stand  on 
the  same  level,  and  I  do  not  see  that  we' 
should  legislate  for  either  in  preference 
to  the  other.  I  must  say  that  I  suspect 
there  is  a  tendency  in  this  legislation  to 
ignore  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee,  while 
carefully  endeavoring  to  protect  those  of 
the  mortgagor.  My  hon.  friend  (Dr. 
Brouse)  made  an  assertion — the  accuracy 
^f  which  I  venture,  in  part,  to  dispute-— 
as  to  the  great  wrong  done  to  tlie  bor- 
rowers under  the  sinking  fund  system  of 
repayment — that  he  was  compelled  to 
pay  the  total  amount  of  interest  for  the 
full  period  of  the  loan  if  he  failed  in 
his  first  payment.  He  m«»y  Le  sued  for 
it,  and  the  hon.  gentleman  says  there 
has  been  a  decision  in  our  courts 
in  favor  of  such  a  claim.  If  so, 
I  have  not  seen  it;  but  I  do  know 
that,  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  where  I  was 
trustee,  guarding  the  interests  of  another 
person,  in  a  suit  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
judgment  was  given  simply  for  the 
amount  of  the  loan,  with  costs  and  inte- 
rest upon  it  up  to,  but  not  for  a  single 
day  beyond,  the  time  that  judgment  was 
given. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE— Was  it  on  an 
annual  payment  ? 

Hon.  M  r.  VID AL— Yes.  The  amount 
sued  for  was  somewhere  about  $29,000, 
and  the  Court  allowed  about  $19,000, 
shewing  that  the  rights  of  the  individual 
are  protected,  at  all  events  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  I  cannot  speak  of  other 
<x)urt8. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAITLBACH— Was  thata 
i*ecent  decision  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— Quite  i-ecent; 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years.  The 
hon.  gentleman  (Dr.  Brouse)  has  also 
Hon,  Mr.  Vidal. 


used  as  an  argument  the  alleged  innocence, 
or  rather  ignorance,  of  the  farmers  dwell- 
ing in  the  section  of  the  country  with 
which  he  is  familiar.  From  intimate 
knowledge  of  those  living  in  the  part  of 
the  Province  in  which  I  have  the  happi- 
ness to  reside,  I  cannot  appreciate  this  ; 
for,  when  I  go  amongst  the  farmers  and 
others  borrowing  from  the  Society 
with  which  I  am  connected,  I  find 
them  just  as  keen  and  clever  in  money 
matters  as  I  am  myself.  I  think,  as  a  class, 
in  our  section  of  the  country,  at  all 
events,  they  are  just  as  well  able  to  take 
care  of  their  own  interests  as  anyone  else. 
Now,  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Belle- 
ville thinks  he  has  made  a  point  in 
actual  figures.  I  wish  to  give  him  a  few 
figures  to  digest— just  the  figures  that  he 
has  given  to  us,  only  differently  an*anged. 
He  says  that  this  man  borrows  $1,000, 
for  which  he  has  to  pay  $131.37  per 
annum  for  fifteen  years,  and  he  asserted 
that  the  rate  of  interest  that  the  bor- 
rower would  have  to  pay  was  13  per 
cent. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ — T  said  plainly  to 
the  House  that  I  had  not  made  up  the 
calculation  for  the  whole  time,  but  that 
the  borrower  had  to  pay  $245.22  inter- 
est for  the  use  of  $1,000  fpr  fifteen 
months  and  seventeen  days, 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— That  is  quite 
apart  from  the  argument.  The  impres- 
sion which  the  hon.  gentleman  sought  to 
create  was  that  the  borrower  had  to  pay 
13  per  cent,  interest.  If  he  paid  $131.37 
a  year  for  fifteen  years,  he  would,  at  the 
end  of  the  term,  have  paid,  in  all,  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  $1,970.50.  Had  he 
borrowed  the  same  amount  at*8  per  cent, 
he  would  have  paid  $80  a  year,  or 
$1,200  for  interest  in  the  fifteen  years, 
and  then,  in  addition,  the  $1,000  prin- 
cipal, or  $2,200,  instead  of  $1,970.50. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— Are  you 
allowing  Jiim  interest  on  the  instalments 
as  he  pays  them  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— No ;  I  was 
just  coming  to  that.  I  am  merely 
mentioning  the  actual  cash  he  would 
have  to  pay,  and,  on  that  calcula- 
tion, I  am  going  to  shew  the  equitable 
plan  on  which  this  sinking  fund  system 
is  really  based,  and  that  it  is  not  the 
oppressive  and  extortionate  thing  that  it 
is  said  to  be.    Calculating  the  interest  on 
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the  boiTOwed  money  at  eight  per  cent, 
the  man  would  pay,  the  first  year,  $80 
interest,  and  the  balance,  §51.37,  would 
be  on  account  of  the  principal.  It  is 
not  actually  credited  as  payment,  but  is 
considered  so  in  order  to  make  the  cal- 
culations. That  money  and  all  similar 
subsequent  yearly  payments  are  allowed 
to  remain  as  a  sinking  fund,  and  interest, 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent.,  is  computed 
upon  and  added  to  it.  The  only  difference 
is  between  the  two  rates  of  interest — six 
and  eight  per  cent.  If  there  Ls  anything 
outrageous  or  extortionate  in  that,  it  is 
very  strange  that,  with  a  free  and  intelli- 
gent press  in  all  parts  of  the  Province, 
it  has  not  been  denounced  thi-oughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  The 
fact  is,  these  companies  have  been  a  bene- 
fit to  the  country,  and,  although  it  may 
he  tlat  very  large  profits  have  been  made 
by  some  of  those  associations,  the  people 
desire  to  have  them.  I  have  already 
said  that  I  do  not  at  all  demur  to  the 
proposals  which  my  hon.  friend  from 
Prescott  has  made,  because  there  is  ideally 
nothing  in  them  that  a  company,  doing  a 
fair  and  open  business,  can  have  any 
objection  to ;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
they  should  have  come  into  a  bill  which 
is  simply  intended  to  rectify  an  error  in 
forms  of  returns.  However,  since  the 
framer  of  the  Bill  does  not  dem\ir  to  the 
amendments,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
raise  aa  objection.  I  think,  also,  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Dr.  Brouse),  in  pro- 
posing that  these  companies  shall  mark 
across  the  face  of  each  mortgage  the  rate 
at  which  the  money  is  loaned,  is  impos- 
ing a  duty  which  will  be  really  difficult 
to  enforce,  the  rate  is  dependent  upon  so 
many  contingencies  of  times  of  payment. 
I  have  myself  sat  down  to  calculate  the 
value  of  a  mortgage,  with  an  actuary 
sitting  on  the  other  side  of  the  table  en- 
gaged at  the  same  work,  and  we  arrived 
at  different  results. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ. — And  yet  the  poor 
man  is  expected  to  know  exactly  what 
he  LB  doing  ! 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL.— The  farmer 
knows  exactly  what  he  is  doing  when  he 
has  to  pay  a  fixed  sum  every  year.  He 
may  not  be  able  to  discriminate  whether 
it  is  8,  9,  or  10  per  cent. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ. — According  to  this 
statement  it  is  1 2  per  cent,  at  least. 
Hon.  Mr.  Vidal, 


Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL.— I  will  undertake 
to  stake  my  reputation  as  an  arithme- 
tician that  it  is  under  nine. 

Hon.  Mr.  RE  AD.— And  I  will  ven- 
ture to  repeat  that  it  is  twelve. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— While  I  have  no 
objections  to  my  hon.  friend's  amend- 
ments, I  do  not  think  they  will 
accomplish  what  he  desires.  The  men  con- 
nected with  these  companies  are  gentlemen 
of  good  reputation,  morally  and  commer- 
cially, and  their  books  are  open  for 
insi:)ection,  and  a  gool  many  people 
besides  the  auditors  do  inspect  them. 
There  is  nothing  in  them  that  these 
companies  need  be  ashamed  of,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  I  greatly  doubt  whether 
my  hon.  friend  will  realize  those  very 
desirable  results  that  he  has  in  view  in 
moving  these  amendments. 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR— Ithinkthehon. 
gentlemen  who  have  taken  an  interest  in 
the  proposed  amendments  to  this  Bill 
will  congratulate  the  House  on  the  dif- 
ferent tone  of  the  debate  upon  this  ques- 
tion from  what  was  evinced  some  two  years 
ago,  when  I  introduced  a  measure  similar 
in  principle  to  the  amendments  sub- 
mitted by  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Prescott.  On  that  occasion  I  failed  even 
to  get  a  seconder.  Both  sides  of  the 
House  seemed  disposed  to  ignore 
the  whole  question,  and  thought 
that  it  was  an  interfei-ence  with  char- 
tered rights  and  privileges  which 
these  societies  had  held  for  years. 
Now,  however,  we  find  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  those  loan  companies — infiti- 
tutions  that  are  i-eally  conducted  in  the 
manner  that  they  should  be — are  dis- 
posed to  admit  these  amendments,  and  I 
confess  that  I  am  highly  gratified  that 
such  a  change  has  taken  place  in  their 
opinions.  Whether  this  opinion  has 
been  influenced  by  the  discussion  of  the 
matter  through  the  country,  or  by  the 
me^ure  that  has  been  introduced  in  the 
Lower  House,  to  limit  the  rate  of  in- 
terest to  seven  per  eent,  I  know  not, 
but  the  acceptance  by  the  hon.  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  amendments  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Prescott  indicates  very 
clearly  that  pul>]ic  opinion  has  pretty 
well  settled  down  to  the  prinoiple  ad- 
vanced here  to-day.  A  good  deal  has 
been  said  about  a  certain  Loan  Society  in 
this   House.     I  do  not  believe  that  the 
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lion,  member  for  Quints  division  would 
intentionally  mislead  the  House,  and  J 
am  sure  that  the  hon.  member  from 
Hamilton  would  be  equally  guarded 
against  making  any  statement  that  he 
believed  to  be  wrong,  and  the  only  in- 
ference I  can  draw  from  their  state- 
ments is,  that  the  hon.  gentlemen  have 
referred  to  two  different  cases.  With 
regard  to  the  power  of  those  l©an 
societies,  I  find,  upon  looking  over  the 
Chancery  reports  of  Ontario,  that  some 
very  extraordinary  powera  and  privileges 
are  enjoyed  under  the  present  law.  They 
are  allowed  to  impose  fines  and  penal- 
ties and  exact  bonuses,  and  these  acts 
can  be  enforced  by '  the  courts.  There 
are  cases  where  this  question  hns 
been  referred  to  the  Master  in  Chan- 
cery, and  he  has  made  a  state- 
ment based  upon  the  repayment 
of  a  loan  and  the  rate  of  interest  due.  It 
was  afterwards  carried  before  the  Vice- 
Chancellor,  who  decided  that  there  were 
by-laws  under  which  building  societies 
were  enabled  to  impose  fines  and  penal- 
ties quite  beyond  the  repayment  of  prin- 
cipal and  interest.  I  will  refer  to  a 
single  case  in  the  Chancery  reports  of 
1879 — Crone  vs.  Crone. 

"  By  one  of  the  rules  of  a  savings  and  loan 
society,  which  were  Bubsoribed  by  all  mem- 
bers on  obtaining  loans  or  advances  of  shares, 
it  was  provided  that  when  a  payment 
off  of  a  mortgage  was  made  before 
it  became  due  the  present  value  of  future  re- 
payments should  be  calculated  to  the  end  of 
the  term,  and  discounted  at  such  rate  of  inter- 
est, and  on  such  terms  as  the  directors  might 
determine ;  and  by  another  of  the  rules,  the 
directors,  on  default,  were  empowered  to  sell 
the  mortgaged  estate,  and  on  such  sale  to  re- 
tain and  apply  so  much  of  the  purchase  money 
as  should  be  necessary  to  redeem  the  property, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
foregoing  rule. 

**Held,  that  the  Master  proceeded  on  an 
erroneous  principle  in  calculating  interest  on 
the  sum  advanceid  at  9  per  cent,  from  the  date 
of  its  advance  until  the  day  appointed  for 
payment;  and  that  he  was  bound  to  ascertain 
the  amount  necessary  to  discharge  the  mort- 
gage by  the  sam4  rules,  and  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  the  directors  of  the  society  computed 
the  same." 

The  mortgagor  was  not  allowed  to  get  off 
with  paying  the  whole  prinoi|>al  and  nine 
|ier  cent,  interest,  according  to  the  calcu- 
lation of  the  Master  in  Chancery,  but  he 
was  compelled  to  pay,  by  anticipation,  a 
large  amount  npon  future  payments  that 
had  not  matui*ed  at  all.  They  were  dis- 
Han,  Mr,  Reeaor. 


counted  according  to  the  rule  that  the 
directors  had  laid  down  : 

"Rule  23  provides  that,  if  any  member  shall 
desire  to  have  his  property  discharged  from 
a  mortgage  to  the  Society  before  the 
expiration  of  the  full  term  for  which 
it  has  been  taken,  he  shall  be  allowed 
to  do  so  on  payment  of  all  re-payments,  and 
any  fines,  fees  and  other  sums  due  in  respect 
thereof  up  to  the  time  of  the  redemption  of 
such  mortgage,  and  of  the  present  value  of 
the  future  re-payments  calculated  to  the  end 
of  the  term,  and  discounted  at  such  rate  of 
interest,  and  on  such  terms  as  the  directors 
mriy  determine,    •    ♦    • 

"  Judgment : — ^The  society  have  the  right 
to  say  they  never  intended  to  enter  into  a 
contract  to  take  the  principal  and  any 
specific  rate  of  interest ;  their  agreement  was 
to  take  the  annual  instalments,  or,  if  re. 
deemed  beforehand,  to  calculate  the  present 
valueof  the  undue. payments  at  such  rate  as 
specified  by  the  directors.  I  understand  that 
to  be  the  effect  of  the  decision  in  the  Western 
Canada  Loan  and  Savings  Society  vs.  Hodges 
(a),  and  in  re  O'Donohoe's  Estate.  (6). 

*<  And  I  apprehend  that  a  member  applying 
for  an  advance  of  his  shares  is  bound  hy  the 
rules  regulating  the  advance,  and  the  mode 
of  repayment.  •  •  ♦  •  The  mort- 
gagors in  becoming  members  of  the  society, 
covenanted  to  observe,  perform,  fulfil  and 
keep  all  the  rules,  including,  therefore, 
amongst  others,  the  terms  upon  which  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  property  were  to 
be  applied,  and  the  terms  for  redemption. 
•  •  •  •  But  it  nowhere  appears  that 
members  obtaining  an  advance  are  to  be 
bound  only  by  what  appears  in  the  mortgage, 
or  that  the  execution  of  the  m'ortgage  was  to 
relieve  them  of  the  obligations  they  incurred 
by  becoming  members  of  tlie  society. 

'^  I  think  the  Master  has  proceeded  upon  an 
erroneous  principle  in  ascertaining  the 
amount  due  upon  the  mortgage,  and  that  the 
calculation  should  be  made  in  the  way  I  have 
indicated.''  f 

The  party  giving  the  mortgage  signs  it, 
and  the  ]>resumption  is  that  he  knows 
what  he  is  signing,  that  he  is  bound  by 
those  rules,  and  that  he  knows  what 
those  rul^s  are.  But  I  venture  to  say 
that,  in  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty,  the 
borrower  does  not  know  what  are  the 
^  rules.  !By  signing  this  contract,  the 
borrower  becomes  a  member  of  the 
society,  and  is  bound  by  the  rules  of  the 
society.  I  think  it  will  hardly  be  dis- 
puted, after  years  of  experience, 
that  there  are  hundreds  of  cases 
—  in  fact  the  lai*ge  majority  of 
cases — in  which  the  borrowers  do 
not  defend  themselves  in  the  courts  at 
all.  They  submit  to  what  the  societies 
charge,  and  either  pay  or  give  up,  as  they 
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are  not  able  to  employ  lawyers  to  con- 
test the  claims.  The  case  I  have  quoted 
was  that  of  a  wealthy  man,  who  was  able 
to  defend  himself  in  court,  but  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  many  honest, 
industrious  men  have,  through  the 
failure  of  their  crops,  been  unable  to 
meet  these  exorbitant  demands,  have 
lost  their  properties,  and  have  been 
driven  from  the  country,  not  at 
a  time  when  the  country  was  pros- 
perous, not  when  the  crops  were  good 
and  their  neighbors  had  money,  but  at 
a  time  when  the  country  was  suffering 
from  depression,  and  their  property  had 
to  be  sacrificed.  I  do  not  say  it  of  the 
societies  with  which  any  hon.  gentleman 
in  this  House  is  connected,  but  I  do  say 
that  there  are  societies  in  the  country 
that  have  been  guilty  of  gross  wrongs,  and 
I  am  glad,  to-day,  to  find  that  those 
gentlemen  who  are  connected  with 
respectable  institutions  are  willing 
to  accept  of  these  amendments. 
They  go  even  further  than  my  Bill  did. 
They  make  it  necessary  that  the  mort- 
gage shall  be  made  out  in  triplicate,  and 
that  the  rate  of  interest  which  it  bears 
shall  be  written  across  the  face  of  it  in 
different  coloi*ed  ink.  I  think  that  is  a 
valuable  restriction  iipon  the  loan  so- 
cieties, and,  in  the  end,  it  will  be  better 
for  the  lender  as  well  as  for  the  bor- 
i-ower,  because  it  will  lead  to  more 
legitimate  transactions,  and  will  do  away 
with  the  conniving,  scheming  systems 
that  are  practised  by  some  societies,  and 
that  are  a  disgrace  to  any  civilized 
community.  It  destroys  the  confidence 
and  respect  that  the  people  should  have 
for  the  law,  when'  they  see  it  so  con- 
strued as  to  grossly  mislead  them.  We 
have  had  occasion  to  notice  a  case  of  this 
kind  within  the  last  three  months.  A 
property  was  sold  on  which  there  was  a 
mortgage  to  a  building  society  for  $1,100, 
payable  in  ten  equal  annual  instalments. 
The  party  who  was  selling  the  property 
was  asked  by  the  buyer  what  rate  of  inter- 
est the  mortgage  bore.  He  replied  that 
lie  did  not  know  exactly,  but  was  sure  it 
was  not  more  than  eight  per  cent., 
and  agreed  to  covenant  tibiat  it  did  not 
bear  more  than  that  rate  of  interest. 
After  the  sale  had  been  made  and  the 
mortgage  was  looked  into,  it  was  found 
that  the  society  were  getting  about  ten 
per  cent.,  which  made  a  difference  of 
Hon.  Mr.  Reeaor, 


over  two  hundred  dollars,  which  amount 
bad  to  be  deducted  from  the  price  of  the 
property.  The  owner  was  an  industrious 
mechanic,  who  had  borrowed  the  money 
from  the  society  on  the  representations  of 
the  agent  that  he  was  getting  it  at  eight 
per  cent  We  are  every  year  making  lawa 
to  protect  the  public  in  some  way  or 
other.  It  was  only  the  session  before 
last  we  passed  a  law  to  prevent  gambling 
in  public  conveyances.  In  order  to  make 
it  operative  for  the  protection  of  travel- 
ers against  sharpers,  it  was  found  ne:;es- 
sary  to  provide  that  no  card  playing 
should  be  allowed  on  a  public  con  fey- 
ance — not  even  a  simple  game  of  whist 
If  gambling,  pool-selling  and  horse-racing 
have  to  be  legislated  against  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  ]public,  I  think  the  legal- 
ized right  of  loan  societies  to 
cover  up  the  character  of  their 
loans  so  as  to  mislead  borrowers, 
should  also  demand  the  attention  of  the 
Legislatuie. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH— It  would  not  be 
becoming  of  me  to  sit  silent  on  this  oc- 
casion, connected,  as  I  am,  with  two  loan 
societies  in  this  Province.  I  think  it  is 
well  for  the  House  and  for  the  country 
that  this  debate  has  taken  place,  as  it 
will  let  people  see  whether  these  charges 
can  be  substantiated  or  not.  The  hon. 
member  from  Prescott  has  referred,  in 
feeling  terms,  to  the  hardships  put  upon 
"  the  poor  farmers  "  by  those  loan  socie- 
ties in  charging  them  high  rates  of 
interest  for  loans.  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  sitting  on  the  same  board  with  an  hon. 
gentleman  who  is  now  identified  with 
one  of  these  loan  societies  ;  and,  from 
what  I  knew  ot  his  management  in  the 
loaning  of  the  Society's  money,  I  never 
knew  a  case  in  which  a  poor  fanner  sus- 
tained hardships  or  injustice  at  his  hands. 
The  hon.  gentleman  from  Prescott  presses 
very  hard  upon  this  House  the  claims  of 
the  "poor"  farmer,  the  "ignorant'* 
farmer,  for  protection  against  the  loan 
societies.  I  contend  that  ninety- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  farmers  of 
this  country  know  perfectly  well> 
when  they  ask  an  agent  to  loan 
them  a  thousand  dollars  and  are  told  the 
rate  of  interest  they  can  have  it  for,  what 
it  will  amoimt  to  per  annum.  They  are 
all  perfectly  satisfied  until  they  get  the 
money,  and  they  often  get  it  on  security 
that  would  not  sell  for  the  face  value  of 
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the  mortgage  if  the  property  were  put 
into  the  market  the  next  day.  I  contend 
that  societies  should  not  advance  more 
than  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  market  value 
of  any  property  ;  and  it  has  been  shewn 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Quinte  Divi- 
sion that,  in  the  case  of  which  he  spoke, 
there  was  a  thousand  dollars  advanced 
for  fifteen  years  on  a  farm  that  brought 
only  $1,400  when  the  moi*tgage  was 
foreclosed. 

Hon.   Mr.    KAULBA.CH— But  it  is 
claimed  that  the  projierty  was  sacrificed. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH— The  property  was 
not  sufficient  security  for  the  money. 
There  should  never  have  been  more  than 
$700  loaned  on  that  security.'  On  the 
.  instalment  system  that  borrower  was  to 
have  paid  to  the  Company  $1,970.55  at 
the  expiration  of  fifteen  years.  Now, 
let  us  see  what  he  would  have  to  pay  on 
the  straight  loan  system  for  the  same 
term  of  years  :  the  interest  on  a  thou- 
sand dollars  at  eight  per  cent,  per  annum 
is  $80,  which,  multiplied  by  $15,  gives 
$1,200  as  the  interest  to  be  paid  in 
fifteen  years.  Add  this  $1,200  to  the 
principal,  and  we  have  $2,200,  to  which 
must  be  added  the  solicitor's  bill,  $210, 
making  the  total  payments  on  that  loan 
of  $1,000,  on  the  strais^ht  loan  plan 
$2,410.  I  challenge  any  hon.  gentleman 
to  deny  the  accuracy  of  this  calculation. 
Now,  which  of  these  two  systems  is  the 
better  one  for  the  poor  farmer  ?  The 
hon.  gentleman  from  Frescott  pleads 
for  the  poor  farmer,  .  but  he  has 
no  consideration  for  the  widows 
and  orphans,  the  poor  and  the  aged  in 
the  Mother  Country,  whose  funds  are 
invested  in  those  societies  as  their  only 
means  of  support.  They  have  entrusted 
the  hon.  gentlemen  who  represent  those 
societies  with  their  money,  feeling  that 
there  is  good  security  for  it,  and  that 
they  will  get  their  interest  when  it  be- 
comes due.  I  fancy  that  this  class  of 
people  have  as  much  claim  on  our  sym- 
pathy as  the  borrower,  the  "  poor " 
farmer,  the  "ignorant"  farmer,  as  one 
hon.  gentleman  so  called  them,  whose 
cause  the  hon.  Senator  seems  to  have  so 
much  at  heart.  The  poor  farmer  takes 
the  money  of  the  widow  and  he  builds 
himself  a  grand  brick  house  ;  he  takes 
money  from  the  oi-phan  and  extends  his 
barns ;  he  borrows  more  from  the  aged 
Hon.  Mr.  Smith, 


and  helpless  and  buys  a  handsome  car- 
riage in  which  to  drive  to  church — ^as  he 
ought  to  do,  I  admit — and  when  he  is 
called  upon  to  pay  the  simple  interest  on 
these  loans,  he  mu.st  be  sympath- 
ised with,  and  the  legislature 
must  be  appealed  to  to  protect 
him  from  the  money-lenders.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  hon.  gentlemen  should 
endeavor  to  create  ill-feelings  against 
loan  societies  in  this  country,  as  they 
have  been  a  great  benefit  to  the  people. 
During  these  years  of  depression  they 
have  brought  millions  of  dollars  into  the 
country  from  England,  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, and  other  parts  of  the  world,  by 
^^lich  fine  houses  have  been  built,  farms 
have  been  improved,  and  many  a  home- 
stead has  been  saved  from  the  sheriff. 
I  say  that  when  a  man  deliberately 
enters  into  a  bargain  or  contract,  he 
should  be  obliged  to  caiTy  out  his  part 
of  it,  and  I  say  that  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Prescott  has  made  out  no  case  for 
the  farmer.  I  contend,  also,  that  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Quints  has  made  out 
no  case  ;  he  has  not  shewn  even  what 
rate  of  interest  the  Company  to  which 
he  referred  received  on  the  property 
they  sold. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ- -I  have  not  made 
up  the  interest  for  the  whole  time  of  the 
loan  ;  I  have  only  made  it  up  for  the 
time  he  actually  had  the  money,  and  it 
amounted  to  twenty-four  per  cent. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH— T  say  that,  if  that 
borrower  had  carried  out  his  payments, 
at  the  end  of  fifteen  years  he 
would  have  paid  less  money  than  he 
would  have  been  required  to  pay 
had  he  borrowed  the  money  on  the 
straight  loan  system  at  eight  per  cent. 
I  would  not  have  taken  part  in  this  de- 
bate at  all  had  it  not  been  for  an  attack 
that  was  made  on  a  certain  Company.  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  that  institution, 
but  I  consider  that  it  is  every  hon.  gen- 
tleman's duty,  when  he  hears  unfounded 
charges  made  against  a  public  institution, 
to  stand  up  in  its  defence  when  he  knows 
that  those  charges  are  not  true.  I  say 
now  that  the  loan  complained  of  was  a 
fair  loan,  and,  if  the  borrower  had  paid 
his  instalment  of  $131.37  when  it  fell 
due,  there  would  have  been  no  solicitor's 
charges,  no  over-rate  of  interest,  and  he 
would  have  retained  his  property.     It  is 
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preposterous  to  say  that  the  lender 
should  lie  out  of  the  interest  on  his 
money,  allow  payment  after  payment  to 
lapse  until  the  end  of  fifteen  years,  and 
then  run  the  risk  of  having  to  take  a 
property  very  much  depreciated  in  value 
for  the  principal.  These  companies  do 
no  more  than  private  individuals  who 
loan  money  have  done,  and  are 
doing  every  day,  and  these  pii 
vate  money  lenders  are  the  ene- 
mies of  loan  societies,  because 
they  know  that  the  competition  of  these 
companies  has  reduced  the  rate  of  in- 
terest to  borrowers.  I  have  loaned  a  great 
deal  of  money  in  my  lifetime  for  Other 
people,  and  [  do  a  little  in  that  business 
now  sometimes,  and  I  can  honestly  say 
that  I  have  never  exacted  a  fine  or  bonus 
from  any  borrower  for  being  behind- 
hand with  his  instalments,  so  long  as  he 
paid  up  within  a  reasonable  time.  But 
I  have  had  occasion  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  societies  tor  which  I  acted, 
and  when  the  default  was  beyond  what 
could  be  reasonably  allowed,  steps  had 
to  be  taken  to  collect  the  money  for  the 
lenders.  I  am  connected  with  societies 
that  have  no  fines.  The  face  of  the  ap- 
plication shews  what  rates  are  charged  to 
the  borrower  from  the  day  he  gets  the 
money  until  it  is  repaid  ;  there  are  no 
commissions  to  agents,  and  nothing 
.  but  the  simple  rate  of  interest  that  is 
agreed  upon.  I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary for  me  to  detain  the  House  any 
longer.  I  am  sorry  that  the  debate  has 
taken  the  course  it  has  done,  but,  after 
all,  it  may  not  be  without  advantage. 
No  doubt  in  the  earlier  history  of  build- 
ing societies,  borrowers  were  frequently 
imposed  upon,  but,  of  late,  money  has 
become  so  plentiful,  and  loan  societies  so 
numerous,  that  lower  rates  of  interest 
and  easier  terms  have  been  established 
by  competition,  and  any  farmer  can  un- 
derstand the  terms  on  which  he  borrows 
from  a  society. 

Hon.  Mr.  McMASTER— I  had  in- 
tended making  a  few  remarks  with 
reference  to  the  amendments  now  under 
consideration,  but  so  much  has  been 
said,  and  well  said,  in  defence  of  the 
companies,  that  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  prolong  the  discussion.  A 
great  deal  has  been  stated  about  the 
abuses^of  which  those  companies  have 
been  guilty.  When,  however,  we  con- 
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sider  the  magnitude  of  their  operations, 
it  would  be  singular  indeed  if  some 
abuses  did  not  exist  j  but  .very  little 
has  been  said  with  reference  to  the  great 
advantages  and  the  many  facilities  that 
they  have  afforded  to  the  public. 
Nothing  has  been  said  about  the  hun- 
dreds-^I  venture  to  say,  thousands,  of 
people  in  the  West,  who,  through  the 
accommodation  affoixled  them  by  these 
companies,  have  bean  enabled  to  keep 
themselves  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
shedff,  save  their  farms,  and,  in  a  few 
years,  have  them  free  from  encumbrance. 
At  this  present  moment,  I  do  not  think 
that  farmers,  or  any  other  parties  who 
require  advances  on  property,  can  bor- 
row money  on  more  favorable  terms 
than  those  offered  by  these  companies, 
and  I  regard  it  as  being  most  unfair  for ' 
an  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  on  the 
other  side  to  represent  the  transactions 
of  respectable  insHtutions  of  long  stand- 
ing as  being  ^sjamUing  operations. 

Hon.  Dr.  BJIOUSE— In  conference 
with  the  hon.  the  Secretary  of  State,  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  he  has  agi*eed  to 
tho  purport  of  my  amendments.  Some 
changes  were  suggested  which  I  was 
happy  to  adopt  and  which  I  am  sure 
will  prove  acceptable  to  the  House. 
They  now  read  as  follows  : — 

«Clausb  B. — Svery  loan  made  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act  by  any  permanent 
building  society  or  loan  company,  Incorporated 
under  the  said  chapter  fifty-three  of  the  Con- 
solidated Statutes  of  Upper  Canada,  or  any  act 
thereby  consolidated,  or  by  or  under  any  act 
of  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  or  by  any  institu- 
tion or  corporation  incorporated  without  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  lending  and  investing 
money  in  Canada  shall  be  subject,  and  shall 
be  held  to  have  been  made  subject,  to  the 
following  conditions,  anything  in  any  deed  or 
writing  in  relation  to  such  loan  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding,  that  is  to  cay : — 

"  First — No  fine  or  penalty  or  rate  of  interest 
shall  be  stipulated  for,  taken,  reserved  or 
exacted  on  any  arrear  of  principal  or  interest 
which  shall  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
charge  on  any  such  arrear  beyond  the  rate  of 
interest  payable  on  principle  money  not  in 
arrear :  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this 
section  contained  shall  have  the  effect  of 
prohibiting  a  contract  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  arrears  of  interest  or  principle  at 
any  rate  not  greater  than  the  rate  payable  on 
principle  money  not  in  arrear. 

"  Second — That  when  the  amount  lent  shall 
be  wholly  paid  bnok  by  agreementi  or  under 
compulsion,  the  interest  on  th«  mortgage 
money  or  any  part  thereof  shall  not  be  charged 
for  any  period  beyond  the  period  of  actual  pay- 
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meni,  and  up  to  that  period  only  at  the  rate 
originally  contemplated  in  snch  mortgage, 
with  interest  on  the  sums  in  arrear  thereon, 
9A  provided  by  the  next  preceding  section. 

'•  Clause  C — Every  such  society  or  company, 
institution  or  corporation,  shall  cause  a  true 
copy  ot  every  indenture  of  mortgage  to  which 
it  shall  become  a  party  as  mort^^ee,  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
mortgagor  at  the  time  mi  the  execution  of 
such  indenture  of  mortgage,  or  at  the  time 
when  the  loan  is  completed. 

"  Clausb  D.— No  such  indenture  of  mort- 
gage shall  be  valid  or  shall  be  binding  on  the 
mortgagor  for  the  collection  or  payment  of 
interest,  unless  the  rate  ^f  the  interest  payable 
by  the  mortgagor  on  the  principal  sum,  or 
sum  lent  by  the  mortgagee,  and  thereby  se- 
cured, in  whatever  way  the  same  be  made  pay- 
able, has  been  written,  or  printed,  or  stamped, 
across  the  first  page,  or  only  page,  as  the  case 
may  be,  of  each  original  part  of  such  inden- 
ture of  mortgage,  in  ink  of  a  different  color 
from  that  in  which  such  original  part  of  such 
indenture  of  mortgage  is  written,  stamped  or 
printed,  and  in  words  as  follows,  that  is  to  say : 
<  Rate  of  interest,  six  ^or,  as  the  ease  may  be) 
per  cent  per  annum '  oefore  the  execution  of 
such  indenture  of  mortgage  ;  and  such  words 
shall  be  taken  and  held  to  form  part  of  the 
indenture  of  mortgage  on  which  they  are 
written,  or  printed  or  stamped."     • 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— I  little  expwjted, 
wh^n  I  introduced  this  Bill,  that  we 
would  have  heard  such  an  extensive  dis- 
cussion as  we  have  had.  The  object  of 
the  measure  was  to  deal  with  one  ques- 
tion, and,  therefore,  when  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Prescott  proposed  his 
amendments,  I  objected  to  them  because 
I  considered  they  were  irrelevant  to  the 
Bill.  As  I  stated  at  the  time,  I  would 
have  had  no  objection  to  them  if  they 
had  been  introduced  as  a  separate  mea- 
sure, because,  if  it  is  necessary  to  protect 
the  class  to  which  he  refers  (and  that  is 
the  genenJ  impression,  although  it  may 
be  an  unfounded  one),  I,  for  one,  would 
not  stand  in  his  way  and  add  to 
the  feeling  which  exists  in  the  country 
that  these  building  societies  have  been 
dealing  unfairly.  As  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Qnin(6  (Mr.  Read)  informed  us, 
there  is  another  measure  dealing  with 
this  question  now  before  the  House  of 
Commons.  My  impression  was  then, 
and  I  think  now,  that  it  would  haye 
been  far  better  to  have  had  these  ques- 
tipns  separated.  However,  the  feeling  of 
the  House  appears  to  be  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  amendments,  and,  as  I  was 
not  opposed  to  the  principle  of  them,  I 
thought  it  would  be  just  as  well,  under 
Hon.  Mr,  Brouse. 


the  circumstances,  to  accept  them,  and 
put  them  in  such  a  shape  as  to  accom- 
plish what  the  hon.  Senator  from  Pres- 
cott desires. 

The  amendments,  were  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  that  the 
following  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill  : 

^  This  Act  shall  come  into  force  on  the  Ist 
of  July  next." 

The  amendment  was  jidopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  that  the 
title  of  the  Bill  be  "An  Act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Permanent  Building  Societies  <ind 
Loan  Companies,  and  to  restrict  theit 
modes  of  lending.*' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Bill  was  then  passed. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 
The  following   Bills,  from    the   Com- 
mons, was  introduced  and  read  the  first 
time. 

BQl  (94)  "  An  Act  for  the  final  settle- 
ment of  claims  to  lands  in  Manitoba,  by 
occupancy,  under  the  Act  33  Vic,  cap. 
23."— (Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (73)  "  To  amend  the  Act  respect- 
ing the  Port  Whitby  Harbor  Company." 
— (Mr.  Simpson.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  5.40  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Friday,  April  16th,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  prooetdings. 

STADACONA    INSURANCE     COMPANY'S 
BILL. 

THIRD    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Banking  and  Commerce, 
reported  Bill  (21)  "To  empower  the 
Stadacona  Life  and  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany to  relinquish  their  charter  and  to 
provide  for  the  winding  up  of  their 
affairs,"  without  amendment. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and 
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Commons,  were  introduced  and  read  the 
first  time : — 
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Bill  (37  j  "  Further  to  amend  *  the 
Supreme  and  Exchequer  Conrt  Act.'  " — 
(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (81)  "  To  confirm  the  purchase  by 
the  Dominion  of  a  portion  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  and  the  agreement  made 
with  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Com- 
pany of  Canada  with  respect  thereto." — 
(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.30  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Mondaj/y  April  IBth,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

A  NEW  SPEAKER. 

The  Senate  was  informed  that  a  com- 
mission under  the  great  seal  had  been 
issued,  appointing  the  Hon.  Dayid  Lewis 
Macphebson  Speaker. 

The  commission  having  been  read,  the 
Speaker  took  his  seat. 

THE  TARIFF. 
A   PETITION, 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE-I  beg 
lea 70  to  present  a  petition  signed  by 
between  five  and  six  thousand  voters  of 
the  Province  of  Prince  Edward  Island. 
Although  on  a  political  question,  it  is 
not  a  party  petition.  It  is  signed  by 
men  interested  in  trade,  commerce,  agri- 
culture and  the  fisheries.  Many  of  them 
have  long  been  engaged  in  business  in 
the  Province,  holding  the  positions  which 
their  fathers  occupied  before  them  half  a 
century  and  more  ago.  The  petition  is 
signed  by  twenty-one  members  of  the 
I^cal  Legialatare,  out  of  a  total  number, 
in  both  Houses,  of  forty-three.  The 
prayer  is  that  the  tariff  may  be  reduced 
to  as  low  a  point  as  is  consistent  with 
the  revenue  requirements  of  the  country, 
and  that  all  duties  which  are  simply  pro- 
tective in  character  may  be  removed. 

BANK    VILLE    MARIE    BILL. 
BEPOBTED  FROM  COMUITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN,   as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee   on  Banking  and  Com- 
merce, reported  the  Bill  (D)  "  To  pro- 
BiUa  Introdiiced, 


vide  for  the  winding  up  of  La  Banque 
Ville  Marie,  and  the  reduction  of  its 
stock,"  with  several  amendments,  the 
principal  one  of  which,  he  explained,  was 
striking  out  those  provisions  of  the 
measure  which  referred  to  the  reduction 
of  the  capital  stock.  The  Bill,  as  it  went 
to  the  Committee,  empowered  the  share- 
holders, if  they  saw  fit,  to  reduce  their 
stock  and  continue  the  business.  The 
Committee  did  not  think  that  this  was  a 
proper  power  to  give,  and  subsequently 
the  representatives  of  the  Bank  with- 
drew the  provision.  Consequently,  clause 
11,  which  allowed  the  corporation  to  re- 
duce the  capital  stock,  was  struck  out 
altogether,  and  this  necessitated  other 
changes. 

Hon,  Mr.  TRUDEL  moved  that  the 
amendments  be  taken  into  consideration 
to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SAULT  STE.  MARIE  RAILWAY. 
INQUIRY. 
The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
called,  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Power  would 
call  attention  to  the  desii-ability  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  construction  of  a  railway 
from  the  western  terminus  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Canada  Central  Kail- 
way  to  Sault  Sta  Marie  or  its  neighbor- 
hood, at  the  earliest  date  and  by  the 
best  route  practicable,  and  would  ask  the 
Government  whether  they  propose  to 
have  further  surveys  made,  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  the  best  line  from  South- 
East  Bay  to  Spanish  River, 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  said:  I  almost 
owe  the  House  an  apology  for  bringing 
this  matter  before  them  again,  as  it  has 
already  been  discussed  this  session,  and  I, 
at  that  time,  took  occasion  to  express  my- 
self on  the  subject ;  but  there  are  one  or 
two  special  reasons  why  I  bring  the  mat- 
ter up  again  ;  and,  even  apart  from  that, 
I  think  the  very  great  importance  of  the 
construction  of  a  line  of  railway  to  connect 
the  Canada  Central  extension  with  the 
waters  of  Lake  Superior  and  with  the 
international  boundary  line  would  almost 
justify  any  member  in  bringing  the  sub- 
ject before  the  House  again  ;  and  I  think 
that  further  justification  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  Gk>v6mment 
have  not  yet  altogether  defined  iheir 
position  with  reference  to  the  matter. 
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Hon.  gentlemen,  and,  in  fact,  all  intelli- 
gent people  of  this  country,  are  aware 
that  Canada  has  invested  immense  snms 
in  unproductive  public  works.  The 
national  debt  is  represented  almost  alto- 
gether by  public  works  ;  and  I  regret  to 
say  that,  in  nearly  every  case,  those 
works  are  unproductive.  The  Interco- 
lonial Railway,  the  different  other  Do- 
minion and  provincial  niilways  and 
canals,  I  think,  almost  all  fail  to  pay 
their  working  expenses.  Ko  doubt  a 
great  many  gentlemen  think  that,  while 
these  works  do  net  pay  directly,  liiey  do 
so  indirectly.  That  may  be  the  case,  but 
I  have  myself  very  grave  doubts  whether 
the  country  would  not  be  bebter  off  to- 
day if  we  had  not  many  of  those  public 
works,  and  were  also  free  from  xhe 
debts  incurred  in  constructing  them. 
We  are  at  the  present  time  expend- 
ing millions  of  doUars  in  the  country 
lying  between  Ontario  and  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean.  This  year  we  Are  com- 
mitted still  further  to  an  «normous 
expenditure  in  the  extreme  west,  and 
sanguine  people  think  that  the  country 
will  have  a  return  for  the  expenditure  in 
the  western  region.  It  is  claimed  that, 
in  a  very  few  years,  a  very  considerable 
increase  of  our  population  will  take 
place,  and  that  there  will  be  a  great 
influx  of  people  into  our  fertile  prairie 
country.  It  is  believed  that,  while  that 
will  take  place  on  the  one  hand,  the  pro- 
ducts of  that  country  will,  en  the  other, 
find  places  of  shipment  in  Canadian 
ports  in  the  east  and  build  them  up, 
and  that  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Dom- 
inion will  manufacture  for  the  west. 
That  may  or  may  not  be  the  case.  I 
must  confess  that  I  do  not  feel  as  sanguine 
as  a  great  many  hon.  gentlemen  do 
on  the  subject  But  the  question 
which  has  suggested  itself  to  me 
is  this :  supposing  that  that  is  to  be 
the  case — supposing  that  there  is  te  be 
larg^  immigration  into  the  North-West, 
that  that  country  is  to  be  built  up  very 
rapidly,  and  that  there  is  to  be  a  consid- 
erable export  of  grain  from  the  fertile 
prairie  country  to  Europe — are  we  now 
in  a  position  to  reap  any  advantage  from 
that  ?  I  think  that  the  answer  must  be 
in  the  negative.  I  do  not  see,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  unless  some 
further  action  is  taken,  any  reason  to 
believe  that  we  are  likely  to  reap  any 
Hen,  Mr.  Power. 


great  advantage  from  the  growth  of  the 
North-West.     At   the  present  time  we 
have  really  no  independent  communica*- 
tion  with  our  North-West  teniteries  at 
all.       No   doubt,   after  the  railway  is 
opened    from    the  Red   River  to   Fort 
William,  we  shall  have  communication 
by  way  of  Lake  Superior  and  down  the 
St.  Lawrence  River  and  canals,  for  about 
six  months  in  the  year,  and  the  probabili- 
ties   are    that    a   good   deal   of   heavy 
freight,  a  good  desd  of  produce  coming 
from     the     prairie    region,     will    find 
its  way  to  Montreal,  and   other  points 
east,  by  that  route ;  but  the  winter  traffic 
and  the  passenger  travel  will  continue  to 
find  its  way  by  United  States  lines,  and 
Chicago,    St.    Paul,    Minneapolis,    and 
other  American  cities  will  really  benefit 
as  much,  if  not  more,  from  the  develop- 
ment of  our  North-West  territories  than 
our  own  eastern  cities.     There  is  another 
objectionable  feature  in  the  present  state 
of  things.     It  is  one  to  which  attention 
has  been  called  at  the  other  end  of  the 
building — that  is,  that  those  immigrants 
upon  whom  we  csJculate  to'  build  up  our 
western  country   are   led  astray  lif  the 
wiles  •  of      American      agents      whilom 
travelling     between    Ontario   and    the 
boixler  of  Maiiitoba,    at    Pembina.     It 
is  very  desirable  that  that  condition  of 
affairs  should  be  put  an  end  to,  and  that 
a  route  should  be  furnished  to  our  immi- 
grants on  which  they  will  be  free  from 
any  temptations  to  settle  in  the  United 
States.       There  is  also  another  consider- 
ation :  that,  if  at  any  time  an  unfriendly 
spirit  should  grow  up  amongst  our  neigh- 
bors, such  as  manifested  itself  recently  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  in- 
troduction of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Hurd, 
we     might     be     cut    off    almost     al- 
together from  communication  with  our 
fellow-colonists  in  the  North-West     In 
the  present    state    of  things,   and  still 
more  in  a  state  of  things  that  might  bo 
produced   by  unfriendly  action  on   the 
part  of  the  United  States,   this  country 
would  be  led  to  take  action  to  provide  a 
remedy,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
country  generally  feels  that  one  of  two 
courses    has  to  be  adopted.     Either  we 
have  to  build'  the  road  through  our  own 
territory  north  of  Lake  Superior,  from 
Fort  William  to  the  South-East  Bay  of 
Lake  Nipissing,  or  to  build  the  shorter 
line  from  South-East  Bay  to  Sault  Ste. 
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Marie.  1  do  nob  think  that  hon.  gentle- 
men will  hesitate  long,  or  that  those  who 
have  considered  the  subject  outside  of 
Parliament  have  hesitated  long,  as  to 
which  should  be  chosen.  The  adoption 
of  the  line  north  of  Lake  Superior 
would  involve  the  construction  of  about 
620  miles  of  road  through  an  inhospit- 
able wilderness.  The  Minister  of  Bail- 
ways,  in  si>eaking  on  the  subject, 
in  the  otuer  House  a  few  days  ago, 
calculated  that  the  construction  of 
that  line  would  cost  $24,000,000. 
That  is  probably  the  lowest  estimate,  and 
it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  it 
would  cost  between  $25,000,000  and 
$30,000,000  T  do  not  think  that  we  are 
prepared  for  such  an  expenditure  as  that. 
We  have  already  as  much  on  our  hands 
as  the  resources  of  the  country  enable  us 
to  deal  with^  probably  more;  and  I  do  not 
think  that  we  are  in  a  position  to  under- 
take anything  that  would  involve  such 
an  expenditure,  if  there  is  any  other  way 
to  attain  the  desired  end.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that,  in  the  winter  months, 
this  railway  north  of  Lake  Superior 
would  not  pay  its  running  expenses.  It 
would  be  simply  a  heavier  burden  on 
the  country,  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  year,  than  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way is  at  the  present  time.  It 
would  never  carry  a  large  amount 
of  American  traffic,  and  would  merely 
carry  a  portion  of  the  traffic  of  our  own 
North- West.  Now,  the  other  line  would 
not  exceed  270  miles  in  length,  and,  as 
it  would  probably  be  constructed  by  a 
company  for  a  subsidy  of  $10,000  a  mile, 
the  cost  of  that  road  would  not  exceed 
42,700,000.  It  would  do  all  the  work 
that  the  other  could,  and  much  more. 
I  have  already  given  the  House  more 
statistics  than,  probably,  is  necessary, 
but  I  shall  just  call  attention  to  a  few 
more  figures  in  order  to  shew,  by  com- 
parison of  the  distances  by  this  line  and 
other  routes,  what  the  effisct  of  building 
the  road  is  likely  to  be.  The  distance 
from  Duluth  to  New  York  by  the  Amer- 
ican roads  is  1,526  miles ;  from  Duluth 
.to  Montreal,  by  the  proposed  line,  it  is 
1,000,  shewing  a  saving  of  526 
4i]iiles.  The  distance  from  Glyndon,  on 
the  Northern  Pacific,  which  is  the  point 
of  junction  with  the  lines  running  south 
^St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,to  New  York, 
.a  1,606  miles,  and  from  the  same  point 
lion.  Mr,  Power. 


to  Montreal,  by  the  proposed  line,  1,244 
miles,  a  difference  in  favor  •f  the  pro- 
posed route  of  362  miles.  As  I  stated 
the  other  day,  not  only  are  the  distances 
shorter  to  Montreal,  but  the  distance  is 
also  260  miles  shorter  to  New  York  by 
way  of  the  Sault  and  Brockville  than  by 
any  United  States  line.  The  consequence 
is  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  light  freight 
and  passenger  traffic  a  tlea8t,goingl)etweea 
the  extreme  north-western  and  eastern 
states  must  pass  along  this  route,and  leave 
a  large  amount  of  money  in  the  Dominion 
which  is  now  left  in  the  United  States. 
I  find  that  the  distance  from  Winnipeg 
to  Montreal,  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way, a3  proposed  to  be  built  north  of 
Lake  Superior,  is,  in  round  numbers, 
1,390  miles,  and  the  distance  by  Saalt 
Ste.  Marie  is  1,461  miles,  a  differenoe  of 
only  some  70  miles  in  favor  of  the 
northern  route,  while  the  distance 
from  Winnipeg  to  Montreal  by  any 
existing  line  is  some  400  miles  more. 
This  comparison  shews,  first,  the  great 
advantage  to  arise  from  the  construction 
of  this  road,  from  its  bringing  our  North- 
West  much  nearer  to  us  than  it  is  now, 
a  point  which  has  been  referred  to  at 
considerable  length  in  the  other  House 
by  the  Minister  of  Hallways ;  and,  second, 
that  this  road  will  do  practically  the  same 
work,  and  bring  the  North  -  West 
as  near  to  Montreal  and  other  Can-  . 
adian  cities  as  the  road  north  of  Lake 
Superior.  It  also  shews  that  there  is  no 
object  to  be  gained  by  expending  large 
sums  of  money  to  open  up  the  northern 
route.  Then  the  length  of  the  water 
line,  which  has  also  been  referred  to  by 
the  Minister  of  Railways,  is  1,313  mUes 
from  Winnipeg  to  Montreal.  That  is 
considerably  shorter,  nearly  80  miles 
shorter,  than  the  land  line  north  of 
Lake  Superior ;  and,  with  steamers  of  a 
respectable  size  on  Lake  Superior,  the  • 
journey  could  be  made  as  quickly  by 
that  route  as  by  any  all-land  line.  It 
has  been  contended,  I  know,  by  some 
writers  and  speakers,  that  our  road  north 
of  Lake  Superior  would  be  as  short,  if 
not  shorter,  from  the  American  border 
and  the  territories  lying  near  the  border, 
than  the  road  by  the  Sault;  but  close 
inquiry  shews  tluit  that  is  not  the  case. 
If  my  figures  are  correct,  and  I  think 
they  are — at  any  rate,  they  are  very 
nearly  so — the  distance  from  the  border 
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to  Montreal  by  the  Sault  is  1,400  miles, 
and   the   distance  from    the   border  to 
Monti'eal  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way,   if  built,    woald    be    1,440  —  a 
difference    of      40      miles     in      favor 
of     the     Sault.       I     find     also    that 
it  is  260  miles  shorter  from  Duluth  to 
Boston  by  the  Sault  and  Brockville  than 
by  Chicago,  and  390  miles  shorter  to  Port- 
land by  the  Sault  than  it  is  by  Chicago. 
From  St.  Paul  to  New  York  is   300 
miles  further  than  to  Montreal.     From 
Doluth  to  Liverpool,   by  way  of  New 
York,  18  4,666  miles ;   from  Duluth  to 
Liverpool  by  Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  Mon 
treal  is  3,760  miles  ;  a  saving,  in  round 
numbers,  of  800  miles.     The  figures  that 
I  have  quoted,  though  there  may  be  some 
slight    inaccuracies   in   them,    establish 
quite  clearly,  I  think,  that  freight  passing 
to  and  from  our  own  North- West,  Mon- 
tana, Dakotah,  and  parts  of  Minnesota, 
Michigan  and   Wisconsin,   must  neces- 
sarily go  by  this  proposed  route,  and  that 
the  construction  of  the  line  will  build  up 
our  Canadian  cities  from  Hamilton,  east 
to  Quebec.     Hon.  gentlemen  have  only 
to  add  150  miles  to  get  the  distances  to 
Quebec.     Now,   my  contention  is  that 
this  road,  if  built,  will  do  more  for  Mon- 
treal and  Quebec,  and  for  all  our  eastern 
cities,  than  the  canals  will   when  their 
enlargement  is  completed ;   and  we  are 
prepared    to    spend,    altogether,    some- 
thing     more     than     $20,000,000      on 
the     Canals.      I     do    not    know    just 
what  we  have   spent  already,   but  the 
proposal  is   to  spend   altogether    some- 
thing over  the  amount  I  have  mentioned. 
Last  year  we   expended  something  over 
$2,600,000  upon  the  St  Lawrence  Canals. 
All  that  is  asked  by  the  advocates  of  this 
road  of  which  I  am  speaking,  is  that 
we    should    spend    as    much    upon  it 
altogether  as  we  spent  last  year  on  these 
canals,  and  I  think  the  general  feeling  of 
the  country  is   that  there   would  be  a 
greater  result  from  that  outlay  than  from 
all  the  money  that  we  have  spent  on  the 
canals.     So  far,  at  any  rate,  the  country 
has  failed  to  reap  any  substantia]  bene- 
fit from  the  money  that  has  been  expended 
in  enlarging  the  canals.     It  may  be  that, 
in  some  period  of  the  future,  we  do  not 
know  how  remote,  a  I'etum  may  be  made 
for  this  vast  expenditure  ;  but   I    think 
the  general  feeling  of  the    country  is 
that  the  present  generation  ought  to  see 
Hon.  Mr.  Power. 


some  return  for  this  large  outlay,  and 
that  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why 
members  of  both  House's,  as  well  as 
people  outside  Parliament,  express  the 
'Opinion  that  this  road  should  be  con- 
structed without  delay.  The  Minister  of 
Railways  spoke  in  high  terms  of  this 
railroad  in  his  speech  a  few  days  ago.  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  quote  what 
he  said  there ;  but  I  should  like  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  is 
said  of  this  line  by  the  Chief  Engineer  in 
his  last  report,  and  I  may  preface  what  I 
have  to  say  by  the  remark  that  the  Chief 
Engineer  has  not  been  especially  favorable 
to  this  route.  At  page  26  he  speaks  as 
follows : — 

^  The  project  of  connecting  the  railway  sys- 
tem of  tiie  Dominion  by  a  branch  line  with 
Lake  Superior  will  extend  desirable  fiicilities 
to  traffic,  and  must  exercise  an  important 
influence  on  the  settlement  of  the  North- West 
country.  Such  a  scheme  will  admit  of  the 
construction  of  steamers  of  iurge  draught  to 
navigate  Lake  Superior,  the  use  of  which  will 
greatly  reduce  the  cost  of  transit  for  freight 
and  passengers.  The  present  depth  of  water 
available  for  navigation  from  ports  on  the 
lower  lakes  is  limited.  The  River  St.  Mary 
and  the  shallow  waters  of  Lake  St.  Clair 
present  a  bar  to  any  craft  of  deep  draught. 
Vessels  ^whioh  would  be  confined  to  the  navi. 
gation  of  Lake  Superior  may  be  built  of  any 
draught  and  size  that  cheap  transportation  may 
dictate. 

<'  On  the  completion  of  the  line  from  Fort 
William  to  Selkirk,  a  railway  from  the  eadt  to 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  to  connect  with  commo- 
dious steamers  on  Lake  Superior,  would  greatly 
fecilitate  the  introduction  of  settlers  to  the 
North-West.  During  the  season  of  navigation, 
this  line  would  offer  great  advantages.  It 
would  be  the  most  direct  route,  it  would  be 
subject  to  no  delays  and  inconveniences  from 
customs  regulations,  and  it  would  provide 
more  efficient  means  of  rapid  and  cheap  tran- 
sit than  could  be  obtained  elsewhere. 

"  We  have  not  yet  sufficient  data  to  speak 
of  the  period  of  the  opening  and  closing  of 
navigation  on  Lake  Superior,  nor  of  the  extent 
to  which  that  lake  may  be  narigated  during 
the  winter  months.  It  is  not  improbable 
that,  owing  to  its  deep  and  open  water,  the 
season  of  navigation  may  be  prolonged  to  a 
later  date  than  on  the  rivers  and  canals  which 
connect  the  lower  lakes. 

^  There  is  ground  for  the  belief  that  the  con- 
struction  of  a  line  to  the  navigable  waters  of 
the  eastern  en4  of  Lake  Superior  would  attmct 
traffic  from  Duluth  and  the  new  harbors  which 
are  rising  up  around  the  United  States  shore 
of  the  lake.  Even  now  grain  isbrought  by 
Canadian  steamers  from  Duluth.  With  en- 
larged capacity  for  carrying,  and  facilities  for 
rapid  discharge  and  speedy  tnnsit  to  tide 
water,  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  line  would  be  able 
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to  compete  with  more  southern  routes,  and 
thus,  io  an  important  degree,  promdte  the 
interests  of  the  lower  St.  Lawrence  navigation. 
Gars  loaded  at  Lake  Superior  would  follow  a 
course  direct  to  Montreal  and  Quebec 

«The  fiacilities  for  bridging  the  River  St. 
Mary  will  doubtless  soon  lead  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  railway  connections  extending 
through  the  northern  part  of  Michigan,  and 
through  Wisconsin  to  Minnesota.  Already 
the  railways  of  the  United  States  south  of 
Lake  Superior  extend  to  Escanaba,  a  point  not 
more  than  160  miles  from  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  A 
railway  on  this  short  distance,  with  the  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  Branch,  would  connect  the  railway 
systems  of  the  North- Western  States  with  East- 
ern Canada.  All  the  country  north  and  west 
of  Green  Bay  and  St  Paul  would  have  a  choice 
of  outlets.  The  Canadian  outlet  would  be 
.  more  direct  than  any  route  via  Chicago  and 
the  south  shore  of  Lal&e  Michigan.  It  would 
consequently  command  the  traffic,  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  from  every  point  north  of 
the  Utitude  of  St.  Paul." 

Now,  as  I  have  already  stated,  the  rosui 
to  Goalais  Bay  would  give  us  communi- 
cation with  our  North- West  territories 
for  eight  months  of  the  year.  The  hon. 
Senator  from  Victoria  (Mr.  Ryan)  said 
nine  months  ;  but,  to  be  within  the  mark, 
T  say  eight  months.  These  would  be  the 
most  important  months.  The  lake  would 
be  open  long  enough  to  allow  the  fall 
crop  to  come  out,  and,  as  I  have  already 
said,  it  would  bring  our  immigrants  in 
without  being  exposed  to  the  temptations 
of  United  States  land  agents.  \V  hile  the 
construction  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Bailway  is  going  on,-  the  rails  and  other 
materials  for  its  construction  could  be 
carried  by  this  route  cheaper  and  better 
than  by  any  other.  Pi-obably  it  was  not 
necessary  for  me  to  say  so  much  on  this 
subject  tj-day,  because  there  has 
been  an  almost  unanimous  expression 
of  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  Sault  route 
in  both  Houses,  and  throughout  the 
country,  and  I  do  not  think  I  should 
have  said  anything  about  it  if  it  had  not 
been  that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  leads 
the  Government  in  this  House,  when  the 
subject  was  last  before  us,  seemed  to  dis- 
sent from  the  view  that  I  then  expressed, 
and  intimated  that  the  construction  of 
this  road  would  interfere  with  the  canals. 
Now,  supposing  the  road  (}id  interfere 
with  the  canals,  and  carry  some  of  the 
freight  that  would  otherwise  go  by  water, 
there  is  one  fact  to  be  considered :  it 
would  not  give  the  freight  to  foreign 
cities,  but  bring  it  to  the  same  point  that 
the  canals  would.  It  would  simply  be 
Hon,  Mr,  Power, 


that,  instead  of  going  by  the  canals, 
freight  would  go  by  our  own  railroad,  so 
that  we  would  not  be  any  worse  off  in 
the  one  case  than  in  the  other.  But 
my  contention  is  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  is  not  correct.  Either 
canals  can  compete  with  railways  or 
they  cannot.  If  they  cannot,  then  the 
St  Lawrence  Canals  cannot  compete 
with  the  railroads  ininning  both  north 
and  south  of  them,  and  the  enormous  sums 
that  we  are  expending  on  the  Welland 
and  other  canals  are  thrown  away.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  hon.  gentleman 
takes  that  view  of  the  matter  or  not ; 
but,  if  canals  cannot  compete  with  rail- 
ways, then  the  only  policy  for  the 
country  to  pursue  is  immediately  to  stop 
the  expenditure  on  canals.  The  proba- 
bilities are  that,  if  this  railway  were 
completed,  the  heavy  freight  would  go 
by  the  canals  when  they  wei«  open,  and 
that  the  railroad  would  carry  all  the 
heavy  freight  when  the  canals  were 
closed,  and  the  light  freight  and  passen- 
gers during  the  season  of  navigation. 
But  I  contend  that,  instead  of  this  rail- 
road being  an  injury  to  the  canals,  its 
principal  effect  would  be  to  give  our 
great  North-west  and  the  extreme 
North-western  States  a  new  and  bet- 
ter outlet  than  they  have  by  existing 
routes  through  the  United  States, 
and  would  attract  the  freight  that  now 
(i[oes  over  American  roads  to  our  own 
lines  and  our  own  ports.  I  think  hon. 
gentlemen  must  feel  that^  looking  at  the 
fact  that  .we  have  expended  so  much 
money  for  which  we  are  getting  no  return, 
and  seeing  that  we  have  here  a  public 
work  which,  if  constructed,  would  bring 
in  some  return  for  the  vast  sums  of  money 
that  have  been  expended  on  public  works, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Grovemment  to  let 
the  country  have  that  road  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  Minister  of  Railways  has 
intimated,  in  a  speech  made,  I  think,  in 
Montreal,  that  this  railway  is  to  be 
opened  at  the  same  time  that  the  road 
from  Fort  William  to  Red  River  is  com- 
pleted. Unless  some  action  is  taken  by 
the  Govemment  themselves,  within  a 
very  few  months,  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
road  cannot  be  opened  by  1882  ;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  they  ought  to  take 
steps  at  once  towards  prosecuting  this 
undertaking.  I  have  already  said  that  . 
the   Gk)vernment   have   not    laid  down 
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their  policy  verj  clearly  or  decidedly  in 
cennection  with  this  matter,  but  the 
drift  of  the  remarks  made  by  certain 
members  of  the  Crovemment  is  to  the 
effect  that  this  railroad  should  be  built 
by  private  enterprise.  There  is  not 
enough  capital  in  Canada  available  to 
construct  that  road  by  private  enterprise, 
and  if  it  does  not  receive  assistance  from 
the  Government,  the  probabilities  are  that 
we  shaU  remain  as  we  now  are — reap- 
ing no  benefit  for  our  vast  expenditure  in 
the  west — for  a  number  of  years.  If 
the  Government  would  even  loan  the 
money  to  the  Canada  Central  Railway 
Company,  the  desired  object  might  be 
attained,  and  the  money  advanced,  could, 
probably  be  all  lepaid  in  future 
years  when  the  business  of  the 
road  would  be  established.  If  that 
is  not  done,  either  the  road  may 
not  be  constructed  at  all,  or  it  may 
be  built  by  United  States  capital,  and 
if  that  is  the  case,  the  probabilities 
are  that  the  railway  will,  as  far  as  pos 
sible,  be  made  to  serve  American  inter- 
ests rather  than  our  own.  I  think  it 
would  be  very  unwise  now,  when  we 
have  an  opportunity  to  build  the  road, 
so  as  to  benefit  ourselves,  not  to  under- 
take it  As  I  have  before  remarked^  this 
is  a  commercial  railway,  and  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  built  with  a  view  to  traffic 
alone.  I  refer  to  this  because,  in  the 
speech  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the 
Minister  of  Railways  said  that  this  road 
might  be  utilized  for  60  or  70  miles  west 
of  Nipisaing,  if  a  road  should  eventually 
be  built  north  of  Lake  Superior;  but' if 
this  railway  is  built  now  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  construct  a  road  north  of 
Lake  Superior  for  a  number  of  years  to 
come,  and  when  it  has  to  be 
built^  it  may  be  found  that  a 
much  better  line  is  available  than 
that  by  Sturgeon  River.  The  pro- 
posal to  build  by  Sturgeon  River  on  the 
line  that  has  been  surveyed  will  practi- 
cally add  some  30  miles  to  the  length  of 
the  road,  and  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  abandon  that  route, 
and  find  out,  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible, 
the  best  line  from  South-East  Bay  to 
Goulais  Bay.  There  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  route  from  the  mouth 
of  Spanish  River,  westward.  Mr.  Mur- 
.dock's  line  has,  I  believe,  been  generally 
accepted  as  the  best  route  for  that  sec- 
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tion  of  the  road,  and  the  only  question  to 
be  settled  is  whether  it  is  better  to  go 
north  or  south  of  Lake  Nipissing.  I 
understand  that  a  fairly  good  line  has 
been  found  to  the  north  of  Lake  Nipissing 
by  the  Beuve  River  as  far  as  Lake  Nipe- 
wasing,  but  I  have  been  informed  by 
gentlemen  in  a  position  to  know,  'that 
from  there  to  the  mouth  of  Spanish 
River,  the  country  is  rough  and  broken, 
and  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  a  line 
through  without  very  great  cost. 
That  is  a  point  that  I  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  settle  at  as 
early  a  date  as  possible.  On  the  south 
of  Lake  Nipissing  a  comparatively  easy 
line  can  be  found  as  far  as  French  River. 
It  has  beeti  made  quite  clear  by  an 
instrumental  survpy  by  Mr.  Ridout,  in 
1877,  that  we  can  get  almost  due  west 
from  the  crossing  of  French  River  at  the 
Chaudi^re  to  the  Garnet  or  Murdock 
River,  a  distance  of  more  than  20  miles. 
There  is  no  difficulty  on  that  line  as  far  as 
that  point,  and  Mr.  Murdock's  report  and 
other  reliable  information,  shew  that  no 
serious  difficulty  exists  as  far  as  Spanish 
River.  There  are  no  heavy  grades  on  the 
line,  and  very  few  heavy  works.  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government,  having 
had  the  necessary  surveys  made,  to  select 
the  line  which  has  the  shortest  mileage 
and  gives  the  easiest  gradients.  I  am 
in  hopes,  from  the  expressions  used 
by  the  Minister  of  Railways  and 
Canals,  that  this  will  be  done,  and  that 
the  Canada  Central  Railway  will  be 
subsidized  by  an  absolute  grant,  or  by  a 
loan,  so  that  the  work  may  be  begun 
before  Parliament  meets  again.  I  shall 
now  call  attention  to  an  error  which  was 
made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey),  who  is  usually 
very  accurate  in  his  statements.  In  the 
course  of  the  debate  which  took  place  on 
the  5th  of  April,  on  this  subject,  I 
used  the  following  language  : — 

"  I  think  I  may  venture  to  claim  the  honor 
of  having  been  the  first  to  submit  to  Parlia- 
ment any  detailed  statement  of  the  benefits 
that  were  likely  to  accrue  from  the  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  Hallway." 

The  hon.  gentleman  will  observe  that  I 
did  not  claim  the  credit  of  being  the  first 
to  csdl  attention  to  this  scheme.  I  sim- 
ply claimed  the  credit  ef  having  been  the 
fii'st  to  submit  any  detailed  statement  of 
its  advantages ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman 
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from  Amherst,  in  his  speech  in  reference 
to  this  point)  said  : — 

"  I  should  not  haye  risen  had  it  not  been 
that  the  hon.  Senator  from  Halifax  (Mr. 
Power)  has  ventured  to  say  that  he  was  the 
first  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  Senate 
when  he  introduced  it  last  year.  I  can  only 
account  for  the  misconception  of  my  hon. 
friend  by  calling  his  attention  to  the  fact  that, 
when  these  views  were  first  expressed  here, 
he  was  not  a  member  of  the  Senate  at  all .  It 
was  in  18 YO  or  1871  that  my  hon.  friend  from 
Saugeen  (Mr.  Macpherson),  whose  absence  we 
all  deplore,  first  brought  this  question  promi- 
nently before  us.  On  that  occasion,  having 
made  up  my  mind  on  the  subject,  I  ventured 
cordially  to  support  it  We  two,  at  that  time, 
stood  almost  alone  in  the  contention  that  a 
line  to  connect  the  Canada  Central  with  the 
SaultSte.  Marie  should  be  subsidised  by  the 
Government  or  built  as  part  of 'the  Canada 
Pacific.  "We  were  overwhelmed  with  objec- 
tions when  we  ventured  to  press  that  view  upon 
the  House.  It  is  but  fiftir  to  state  that  we  fur- 
ther contended  that  the  construction  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  proper  should  com- 
mence at  the  Bed  Biver  and  go  westward,  so 
as  to  attract  immigration  into  the  North- 
West,  and  thus  afford  the  means  of  afterwards 
building  the  line  £rom  Winnipeg  eastitard,  to 
Lake  Superior.  That  policy  was  reversed 
by  the  late  Covemment.  Our  contention 
was  that  we  should,  for  a  time,  at  all  events 
for  years  to  come,  direct  our  attention 
to  building  a  railway  to  the  Sault,  so  as 
to  carry  out  two  objects  :»one,  to  tap 
the  navigation  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
take  the  tiade  which  would  come  from  the 
North-West  by  that  lake  or  by  the  extension 
from  Bed  Biver  when  built ;  and  the  other  to 
take  the  trade  which  would  come  over  any 
American  system  of  railways  that  would  be 
constructed  south  of  Lake  Superior.  My  hon. 
friend  from  Quint6  (Mr.  Bead)  and  myself,  on 
several  occasions,  battled  against  the  Georgian 
Bay  Branch.  We  contended  that,  instead  of 
wasting  money  upon  an  unprofitable  and,  as  fistr 
as  we  knew,  an  impracticable  undertaking,  we 
should  extend  our  railway  system  to  Sault  St. 
Marie.  That  was  the  contention  for  years  in 
this  House,  and  I  was  surprised,  therefore,  to 
find  that  our  attention  was  first  called  to  it 
last  year." 

Now,  my  statement,  as  made,  was  cor- 
rect in  every  particular,  even  though  the 
hon.  gentleman  hstd  previously  called  at- 
tention to  the  advantages  of  this  line, 
because  he  did  not  pretend  that  he  had 
ever  gone  into  its  advantages  in  detail ; 
and  I  find  that,  so  far  from  being  as  ac- 
curate as  he  generally  is,  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman is,  in  the  present  instance, 
decidedly  inaccurate  —  that  is  if 
the  published  debates  of  this  House 
give  anything  like  a  correct  impression 
of  the  speeches  that  were  made  in  past 
years  by  the  various  members  who 
Hon,  Mr,  Power. 


addressed  it.  The  hon.  gentleman 
referred  to  1870  and  1871  as  the  time  at 
which  he  had  expressed  a  preference  for 
the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  route.  I  have  taken 
pains  to  go  over,  as  carefully  as  I  could, 
the  debates  beginning  with  1870  and  end- 
ing with  last  year ;  and  the  first  time  upon 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Amherst, 
as  far  as  my  research  lias  enabled  me  to 
ascertain,  referred  with  approval  or 
otherwise  to  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  route, 
was  in  1879,  after  the  matter  had  been 
brought  before  the  House  by  myself.  It 
will  be  remarked  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
stated  that  the  hon.  member  for  Saugeen, 
now  our  Speaker,  whom  we  are  all  very 
glad  to  see  in  his  place,  advocated  the 
Sault  Ste.  Marie  road  at  that  time. 
There  was  no  discussion  upon  the  subject 
of  the  Pacific  Railway  in  1870  ;  but  there 
wajs  in  1871,  and  I  find  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  is  now  our  Speaker  used 
the  following  language : — 

<f  If  the  railways  of  the  United  States  are 
built  up  to  the  boundaries  of  the  North-West 
Territories,  as  they  will  be  very  soon,  why 
not  avail  ourselves  of  the  facilities  they  will 
afford  us,  and  thereby  save  laige  expenditures 
for  the  present.  Beginning  our  railway  then, 
westward  ot  the  frontier,  we  can  work  our  way 
easily  and  economically ;  we  can  carry  mate- 
rials and  supplies  without  difficulty  ;  and 
furthermore,  we  will  at  once  open  up  a  coun- 
try most  suitable  for  emigrants.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve any  other  course  than  this  can  be  easily 
adopted  under  existing  circumstances.  I  do 
not  yield  to  any  hon.  gentleman  in  the  desire 
to  see  an  intercolonial  railway  through  British 
territory,  but  we  should  advance  prudently, 
using  the  American  lines  to  our  north-western 
frontier,  build  our  railway  westwards  through 
our  prairie  lands,  which  are  so  attractive  to 
settlers,  and  carefully  explore  the  countiy  be- 
tween  Fort  Garry  and  Lake  Nipissing  before 
undertaking  to  build  a  railway  tkrough  it." 

That  is  all  the  hon.  gentleman  said  on 
that  subject.  There  is  not  a  word  there 
about  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway,  nor 
any  reference  to  it  whatever.  It  might 
be  contended  that  there  was  some  little 
reference  to  it  in  that  language,  though 
it  is  not  the  natural  meaning  of  the 
words ;  but,  in  order  to  remove  any 
doubt  on  that  subject,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man from  Amherst,  speaking  later  in  the 
same  debate,  used  the  following  language : 
"My  hon.  friend  from  Toronto  strongly 
urged  the  propriety  of  commencing  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway  at  Pembina,  taking  it 
to  Fort  Grarry,  and  thence  westward.  This 
view  is  a  rational  one,  and  commends  itself  to 
us  in  many  ways.  If  we  have  a  line  to  l*em- " 
bina  connecting  with  the  American  system  of 
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railways,  we  have  the  means  of  moving  our 
materials  and  supplies  with  facility  and  com- 
parative cheapness.  More  than  that,  you  will 
have  a  tide  of  emigration  following  the  road — 
the  laborers,  on  the  completion  of  the  line, 
will  naturally  settle  alongside  it.'* 

There  is  no  reference  whatever  there,  or 
in  any  other  part  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
speech,  to  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  route. 
I  find  a  reference  to  it  in  1673  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Saugeen.  At  page 
92  of  the  debates  of  that  year,  that  hon. 
gentleman  is  reported  to  have  said  : — 
*'  Sir  Hugh  Allan  said  he  had  been  pro- 
moting another  railway  from  Carleton 
Place,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ottawa,  to 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  striking  the  Georgian  Bay 
about  the  mouth  of  Trent  (French  ?)  River. 
That  line  was  of  great  importance,  as  it  would 
take  the  entire  trade  of  the  west  and  north- 
west, by  connecting  with  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railway,  That  would  form  nearly  an  air 
line,  and  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the 
western  trade  must  come  by  it,  for  there  was  no 
other  way  to  reach  the  seaboard 'so  quickly." 

These  are  the  sentiments  of  Sir  Hugh 
Allan ;  and  they  seem  to  be  the  prevailing 
sentiments  of  the  House  and  country  just 
now ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman  went  on  : — 
"  It  is  not  an  attractive  statement  to  make 
to  capitalists  when  inviting  them  t  o  invest 
money  in  the  construction  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  to  be  told  by  its  chief  promoter 
that  he  is  interested  in  another  road,  that  will 
ti^e  the  whole  of  the  trade  that  might  be  ex- 
pected to  come  over  an  important  section  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway." 

Again,  at  page  9i,  he  is  reported  to  have 
used  the  following  language  : — 

"  I  would  have  advised  the  company  to  do 
what  I  now  advise  the  Government  to  do  : 
Begin  to  build  the  railway  at  the  north- 
western frontier  at  Pembina,  extend  it  into 
our  prairie  country  to  Fort  Garry  beyond. 
There  must  be  a  basis  afforded  for  the  building 
of  a  railway,  as  for  the  supply  of  an  army.  In 
the  country  I  refer  to,  the  railway  could  be 
cheaply  constructed,  and  would  open  the 
country  for  settlers.  I  would  also  have  com- 
menced on  the  Pacific  coast,  to  keep  faith 
with  British  Columbia,  and,  while  doing  this, 
I  would  explore  the  rest  of  the  country  thor- 
oughly from  Lake  Ni pissing  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  so  as  to  ascortain  and  be  able  to  shew 
to  capitalists  what  the  cost  of  the  railway 
would  be,  what  its  grades,  and  what  the  nature 
of  the  country  covered  by  the  land  subsidy. 
"While  all  this  was  being  done,  probably  two 
hundred  miles  of  railway  might  be  constructed 
— a  portion  in  the  prairie  country,  a  portion 
on  the  Pacific  coasts—occupying,  perhaps, 
three  years,  and  involving  an  expenditure  of 
eight  to  nine  millions  of  dollars." 

IJfind  that  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Am- 
herst made  several  speeches,  botli  on  the 
Hon,  Mr.  Power. 


Canadian  Pacific  Rail  way  generally,  and  on 
the  Georgian  Bay  Branch.  Those  speeches 
are  reported  in  our  debates,  I   do  not 
know  how  fully  ;  and  it  is  possible  that 
the  references  of  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man speaks  may  have  been  omitted,  but 
there  is  not  any  advocacy  of  the  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  road,  or  any  suggestion  in  any 
of  those  speeches,  of  the  propriety   of 
building  that  road.     The  hon.  gentleman^ 
intimated  once  or  twice  that  he  adopted 
the  theory  and  endorsed  the  sentiments 
of  the  hon.  member  from  Saugeen,  and  I 
have  shewn  the  House  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  Saugeen  was   rather  hostile 
to  that  scheme  than  otherwise.     I  think 
I  am  justified  in  feeling  that,  unless  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Amherst  is  able  to 
shew  some  passage  where  he  achrocated- 
this  road,  he  has  fallen  into  a  very  much 
greater  error  this  session  as  well  as  last 
session,  than  that  of  which  he  accused  ma . 
Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
hon.  gentleman  has,  I  think,   gofie  even 
beyond  the  latitude    allowed    in    such 
cases  as  this.     The  House  will   have  -to 
go  very  slowly  in  suffering  any  enlarge- 
ment of  the  scope  of  questions  brought 
in  this  way,  otherwise  we  shall  get  into 
great  confusion.'    The  hon.   gentleman's 
question  is  one  upon  which  I  can  give 
no  very   definite  reply.      The  Govern- 
ment is  under  the  impression  that,  so  far 
as  regards  the  general  line  of  road,   they 
already  have  surveys  of  the  best  line  be- 
tween the  South-East  Bay  and  Spanish 
River.   They  do  not  desire  to  say  so  posi- 
tively or  absolutely,  but  they  think  they 
have  all    the  information  required    to 
determine  the  general   line.     J   do  not 
caro   to  enter  into   the   question  as  to 
whether  I  was  right  or  wrong,  the  other 
day,  in   some  remarks  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  says   I   made  as  tothe  possi- 
bility of  this  railway,  if  it  is  constructidd, . 
injuring  our    canals  ;    but  whatever  I 
said    on     that    occasion    I    am     per- 
fectly   willing  to    continue    responsible 
for.      My      impression      is      that,     at 
the  moment,  I  misunderstood  the  hon. 
gentleman,  and  thought  he  had  said  that 
the    railway  was  going   to  benefit  the- 
canals,  and  I  was  about  replying  to  that 
when  the  hon.  gentleman  stated  he  had  not 
said  so,  and  I,  without  further  remark, 
turned  to  another  topic  upon  which'  T- 
desired  to  speak  in  connection  with  the 
general  question  then  befoi*e  the  House. 
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Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— After  the 
pointed  reference  made  to  myself,  it  can 
hardly  be  expected  that  I  should  allow 
this  discussion  to  close  -without  an  ob- 
servation or  two.  At  the  same  time,  I 
think  the  Hous«  will  agree  with  me 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  very  small  import- 
ance to  the  country  whether  I  forget 
statements  which  were  made  on  former 
occasions,  or  whether  I  introduced  into 
this  debate  statements  which  I  supposed 
to  have  been  made  by  other  gentlemen 
ten  years  ago.  I  think  that  our  time  is 
not  very  profitably  employed  in  going 
into  discussions  of  that  kind,  but,  for  my- 
self, I  have  no  complaint  to  make  against 
the  hon.  gentleman ;  my  only  regret  is 
that  he  had  not  given  me  notice  of  the 
line  he  was  going  to  take,  that  I  might 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  defending 
myself.  But  I  do  protest  strongly 
against  the  course  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
in  including  in  his  criticisms  a  gentle- 
roan  who  is  not  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  to  defend  himself. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  beg  the  hon. 
gentleman's  pardon,  I  did  not  criticise  the 
Speaker  at  all. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— The  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  ventured  to  state  that  an  hon. 
member  has  not  made  any  contention  of 
the  sort  that  he  has  described,  but  I 
want  to  call  his  attention  to  the  general 
«cope  of  the  remarks  that  are  reported, 
-and  I  think  he  will  find  that  he  is  en- 
tirely mistaken.  A  debate  took  place  on 
this  question  last  year,  in  which  I  took 
part,  and  I  spoke  then,  after  an  interval 
of  some  nine  or  ten  years,  a«  to  what  had 
taken  place  on  a  former  occasion.  When 
the  matter  was  brought  up  this  session, 
in  the  same  way,  a  year  further  from  the 
time  I  adverted  to,  if  I  made  a  mistake 
as  to  what  was  or  was  not  said  some  ten 
years  previous,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  House  will  agree  that  it  was  a 
venial  offence,  and  was  not  one  that 
<»Iled  for  the  remarks  that  have  been 
made  to-day.  Why  this  criticism  was 
not  made  last  year,  when  I  made  the 
same  statement,  then  confirmed  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Saugeen  (Mr.  Macpherson), 
I  cannot  understand.  With  regard  to 
the  debatts  that  took  plaee  in  the  years 
anterior  to  1871,  unfortunately,  we  have 
got  no  official  report  of  them.  I  spoke 
loosely  of  1870  or  1871  as  the  time  that 
Hen.  Sir  Alex,  CampbelL 


this  debate  took  place.  There  was  a 
debate  in  the  year  1870,  and  there  was  a 
debate  on  the  same  subject  in  the 
previous  year  also,  for  I  find,  on  reference 
to  the  I'emarks  of  the  hon.  member  from 
Saugeen  in  1871,  whose  conduce  has 
been  criticised  to-day,  and  which  my  hon. 
friend  has  not  thought  proper  to  quote, 
that  he  refers  to  a  debate  that  took  place 
two  years  before — ^in  1869.  While  my 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Power)  was  looking  up 
these  discrepencies  for  his  own  amuse- 
ment— certainly  not  for  the  edification  of 
the  House — ^he  might  have  looked  up  the 
debate  to  which  t^e  hon.  member  from 
Saugeen  had  referred  when  he  said  in 
1871  "  I  said  two  years  ago."  The  hon. 
gentleman  from  Halifax  says  that  he  only 
looked  at  the  debates  of  1870  and  1871, 
because,  speaking  after  the  lapse  of  ten 
years,  I  said  loosely  "  1870  or  1871," 
in  which  I  was  confirmed  by  the  hon. 
Minister  of  Militia.  Perhaps  it  is  not 
the  hon.  gentleman's  fault  that  he  has 
not  looked  up  the  debate  of  1869,  because 
there  is  no  record  of  it,  but  I  spoke  in 
my  own  recollection,  and  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  other  members  of  the  House, 
some  of  whom  confirmed  me  in  the 
strongest  manner,  that  reference  was 
made  to  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  rail- 
way project,  but  the  question  was 
not  discussed,  for  *  this  obvious 
reason  ;  that  the  construction  of 
the  line  to  Sault  Ste.  Mane  at  that 
time  was  not  a  practical  question  of  the 
day;  it  was  only  the  year  in  which 
British  CJolumbia  entered  the  Union. 
It  was  not  a  practical  question  of  the 
day,  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  thought 
necessary  that  we  should  go  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  that  kind,  and  the  reference 
made  to  the  scheme  in  1869  was  merely 
incidental  in  connection  with  an  Ameri- 
can system  of  railways,  which  might  or 
might  not  be  brought  to  the  south  shore 
of  Lake  Superior  to  connect  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie.  That  was  all  that  was  said,  and 
if  the  hon.  gentleman  had  referred  to 
the  observations  quoted,  and  followed 
them  up,  he  would  have  found  this  to  be 
the  policy  that  was  advocated  :  that  we 
should  have  our  connections,  whether  on 
one  part  of  the  frontier  or  another,  with 
the  American  system  of  raiiwa3r«.  The 
one  then  being  suggested,  in  1871,  was 
the  line  to  Pembina,  which  was  about 
150  miles  from  the  Minnesota  railways. 
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the  same  distance  as  Sauli  Ste.  Marie 
from  the  nearest  American  railway. 
That  was  nine  or  ten  years  ago;  yet, 
in  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber from  Sangeen,  he  brought  out  dis- 
tinctly the  fact,  that  we  ought  to 
connect  with  the  American  system  of 
railways  in  onler  to  carry  on  our  trade 
wherever  we  might  capture  it  And 
that  very  principle  applied  to  the 
railway  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie  as 
well  as  to  the  branch  from  Fort 
Crarry  to  Pembina.  That  was  all  that 
was  contended  for  at  the  time,  and  the 
reference  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie  could  only 
have  been  an  incidental  reference,  made 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  out  the  fact 
as  confirmatory  of  this  prinnple  that 
had  been,  contended  for.  If  my  hon. 
friend  from  Halifax  is  not  satisfied  with 
the  testimony  I  have  given  him,  I  will 
give  him  another  witness  in  the  person 
of  the  hon.  member  from  Fredericton 
(Mr.  Wark),  who,  the  other  day,  stood 
up  in  his  place  and  said  that  he,  nine  or 
ten  years  ago,  had  advocated  this  line  to 
Sault  Ste.  Marie.  He  advocated  it,  just 
as  we  all  spoke  of  it,  as  a  suggested  line. 
No  one  of  us,  as  I  can  recollect,  ever 
spoke  of  it  in  any  other  connection  than 
as  a  part  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Hail- 
way  ;  that  our  road  should  be  so  made  as  to 
touch  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and,  if  connection 
ooald  be  made  there  with  the  American 
system  on  the  south  side,  so  much  the 
better.  The  statements  of  the  hon. 
member  from  Fredericton  (Mr.  Wark), 
were  no  stronger  than  my  own  on  this 
question  at  the  time,  for  the  obvious 
reason  that  any  reference  to  the  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  project  was  only  incidental  to 
the  main  question  under  debate.  All 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wark)  is 
reported  to  have  said  in  that  debate  is  : — 
"  I  would  give  the  people  of  Bed  River  a 
railway  from  Red  River  to  Pembina,  where 
connectioTi  with  the  American  system  of  rail- 
ways will  be  made.'' 

I  had  forgotten  that  he  had  even  said 
that  much,  and  when  I  stated,  the  other 
day,  that  the  hon.  member  from  Saugeen 
and  myself  had  stood  almost  alone  in  the 
position  taken  at  that  time,  I  should  be 
▼ery  sorry  to  h9  understood  as  not  wish- 
ing to  give  any  hon.  gentleman  the  credit 
of  entering  into  the  same  line  of  argu- 
ment that  we  did.  I  may  say  further, 
that,  while  the  year  1871  is  the  first  year 
Bon,  Mr,  Dickey. 


on  which  we  had  official  reports  published, 
it  is  a  cdiious  fact  that  that  report  was 
conducted  the  first  year  upon  the  con- 
densed principle — so  much  so  that,  while 
I  hold  in  my  hands  the  reportja  for  three 
years,  1871,  1872  and  1873,  the  whole 
publication  amounts  only  to  something 
like  one-fourth  of  the  volume  containing 
the  debates  of  1878,  so  that  it  is  in  vain 
for  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Halifax, 
who  was  not  here  at  all,  to  attempt  to 
criticise  the  views  expressed  by  members 
of  this  House  on  former  occasions.  The 
hon  gentleman,  in  his  speec^  delivered 
last  session,  said  that  the  hon.  Minister 
of  Railways  had  actually  suggested,  in  a 
speech  that  he  had  delivered,  that  the 
line  should  go  north  of  Lake  Nipissing, 
and  from  that  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  yet 
he  takes  credit  to  himself  as  being  the 
first  public  man  to  call  attention  to  this 
project.  These  are  the  facts,  as  stated  in 
his  own  speech. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— Be  kind  enough 
to  quote  the  passage  in  which  I  said  that 
in  my  speech  of  last  year. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— The  hon.  gentle- 
man, speaking  in  the  year  1879  (page 
316),  quoted  from  the  Montreal  Herald 
the  Minister  of  Railway's  intimation 
that 

(<  It  would  be  advisable  to  locate  the  termi- 
nus at  the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Kipissing, 
instead  of  at  South  River,  and  to  canalize  the 
French  River  from  that  lake  to  Georgian  Bay, 
or  to  spend  the  $800,000  intended  for  the  road 
from  South  River  to  French  River  in  continu- 
ing the  railway  north  of  the  lake  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  proposed  line  around  Lake  Superior 
to  Fort  William." 

So  that  Sir  Charles  Tupper  is  entitled  to 
the  credit  of  making  the  suggestion  long 
before  it  occurred  to  the  hon.  member. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— The  hon.  gentle- 
man will  see  that  the  hon.  Minister  of 
Railways  proposed  to  go  north  of  Lake 
Superior. 

Hon.  Mr.  DTOKEY— If  you  con- 
stract  a  railway  from  the  eastern  end  of 
Lake  Nipissing  to  Fort  William,  you 
must  go  north  of  Lake  Superior.  If  the 
hon.  gentleman  reads  the  speech  made  in 
another  place,  he  will  ind  that  the 
shortest  line  is  by  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and 
by  the  north  side  of  the  lake,  instead 
of  going  away  round  north  of  Nipe- 
gon      Bay,     making     the      line     very 
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much  longer.  I  think  that  is  the  policy 
which  the  Minister  of  Hallways  has 
suggested,  rather  than  enunciated,  in 
his  speech  on  a  recent  memorable  occa- 
sion, and  whether  it  is  followed  up  by 
offering  assistance  to  a  company  to  under- 
take it  or  not  is  of  comparatively  little 
consequence.  I  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  hon.  member,  in  his  ojiening 
i*emarks,  state  that  the  country  had  al- 
ready been  committed  to  a  great  many 
unproductive  works,  and  yet  his  strange 
inconsistency,  which  the  House  will  find 
is  not  peculiar  in  this  case,  has  suggested 
another  unprofitable  work  for  the 
Government  to  undertake,  because 
he  is  not  satisfied  with  letting 
a  company  take  hold  of  it  without  a 
bonus  or  subsidy.  The  hon.  gentleman 
has  ventured  to  accuse  me  of  inconsist- 
ency in  this  matter,  but  he  has  done  me 
the  kindness  to  indicate  that  his  observa- 
tions could  be  but  imperfectly  heard,  and 
he  is,  in  that,  quite  correct.  I  under- 
stood him  to  say,  in  his  opening  remarks, 
that  he  was  the  first  public  man  to  call 
attention  to  this  railway  project  to  the 
SauU.  I  observe  that,  in  his  revised 
speech,  as  afterwards  published,  he  says 
that  he  was  the  first  to  make  a  ''de- 
tailed "  statement  in  this  matter.  How 
that  came  about  is  of  very  little  conse- 
quence to  me ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman 
has  very  properly  stated  that  it  was 
because  I  did  not  hear  him  make  that 
statement  I  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  he  was  not  the  first  to  introduce  the 
subject.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
stood  up  on  that  occasion  and  corrected 
me,  by  saying  he  was  the  first  person  to 
make  a  ''  detailed  "  statement,  it  would 
have  saved  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
but  he  did  not  do  so.  He  has  accused 
me  cf  inconsistency  in  this  matter,  be- 
cause, on  a  former  occasion,  I  did  not 
support  this,  or  I  did  not  support  that, 
but  he  obliges  me  to  remind  him  that,  on 
this  question  particularly — the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway — he  is  not  in  a  position 
to  accuse  any  one  of  inconsistency ;  for 
the  hon.  gentleman  has  distinguished  his 
career  in  this  House,  for  at  all  events 
two  years,  by  supporting  every  objection- 
able feature  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way policy  of  the  late  Government.  He 
was  not  content  with  merely  supporting 
the  Georgian  Bay  Branch  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  Pacific  Railway,  while  he 
HoTU  Mr,  Dickey^ 


I  ought  to  have  known  that,  if  the  Georgian 
Buy  Branch  scheme  had  been  carried 
out,  there  was  an  end  to  the  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  project.  The  policy  of  the 
late  Government  was  to  make  no  rail- 
way connection  whatever  with  Fort 
William,  but  to  adopt  the  wat^r 
stretches,  including  this  unnecessary  and 
expensive  branch,  which' they  afterwards 
admitted,  and  the  pi*esent  Government 
have  been  obliged  to  admit,  was  an 
unwise  policy.  Not  content  with  sup- 
porting the  Georgian  Bay  Branch  scheme, 
which  was  an  effectual  stopper  upon  the 
line  to  Sault  Ste.  Itfarie,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, in  187S,  supported,  in  the  strongest 
manner  one  of  the  most  objectionable 
features  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  the  Pacific  Railway — the 
Fort  Frances  Lock.  He  not  only  did 
that,  but  he  supported  them  in  that 
equally  unfortunate — ^I  do  not  wish  to  use 
stronger  language  here— but  that  equally 
unfortunate  job  of  the  Kaministiquia 
terminus  ;  he  supported  them  also  in  iiiat, 
perhaps,  equally  unfortunate  purchase  of 
those  steel  rails  and  all  the  results  that 
have  followed  from  it,  and,  after  doing  all 
this,  he  distinguished  himself  a  year 
afterwards,  on  the  change  of  Government, 
by  declaring  that  he  regretted  the 
previous  Government  had  not  abandoned 
the  construction  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
on  taking  office.  The  hon.  member,  not 
content  with  supporting  the  Government 
in  every  objectionable  feature  of  their 
conduct,  including  the  running  of  the 
line  through  the  muskegs  and  uninhabi- 
table country  north  of  Lake  Manitoba, 
and  the  leasing  of  the  Pembina  Branch 
to  an  American  ring,  distinguished  him- 
self by  stating  that  the  late  Government 
ought  not  to  have  gone  on  with  this 
Pacific  Railway,  as  it  was  a  ruinous 
policy.  Under  those  circumstances,  I 
think  the  hon.  member  will  scarcely  feel 
that  he  is  in  a  positon  to  attack 
me  for  anything  that  I  have  said 
or  left  unsaid,  and,  really,  whether  I 
had  omitted  anything,  or  said  any- 
thing loosely  as  to  dates,  is  a  matter 
of  very  little  consequence  to  the  House, 
and  I  regi*et  that  it  has  been  made  the 
subject  of  debate  to-day.  I  do  not  wish 
to  go  into  further  particulars,  but  there 
are  very  suggestive  facts  connected  with 
this  subject.  We  who  were  in  the  House 
at  the  time  that  these  discussions  took 
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place  many  years  ago,  when  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  recollect  perfectly  well  the  gen- 
eral character  of  the  debates.  The  re- 
ports were  so  imperfect  that  we  had  none 
at  all  for  1869  or  1870,  and  that  for  1871 
was  only  one-third  of  a  volume,  which  is 
itself  only  a  fourth  as  large  as  the  volume 
of  our  debates  in  1878.  We  were  not 
very  fully  reported,  but  had  those  con- 
densed reports  which  put  the  strongest 
points  of  a  matter,  and  I  very  much  wish 
that  we  still  had  such  reports.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  be  reminded  that — 
speaking  from  memory,  as  I  did  the 
other  day,  and  supported,  as  I  was,  not 
only  by  the  leader  of  the  Government 
but  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Frederic- 
ton,  who  had  the  manliness  to  rise  and 
say  that  he  had  advocated  the  project 
years  and  years  ago — I  should  not  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  such  comments 
as  we  have  heard  to-day.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  have  spoken  on  a  matter 
of  so  little  public  significance,  except  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  myself  right  in 
the  opinion  of  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— I  do  not 
agree  with  my  hon.  friend  from  Amherst, 
that  this  is  not  a  matter  of  very  great 
public  significance.  1'he  Senate  discus- 
sed the  question  last  session,  and  once 
before  this  session,  and,  besides  the 
notice  which  has  brought  it  up  again  this 
evening,  I  see  another  notice  on  the 
paper  of  an  inquiry  to  be  made  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  DeSalaberry  TMr. 
Trudel)  next  Wednesday.  My  non. 
friend  from  Amherst  cannot  claim  to 
have  been  taken  by  surprise,  because  he 
has  shewn  that  he  was  prepared  for  it, 
and  this  notice  has  been  on  the  order 
paper  for  several  days,  and  everybody 
anticipated  that  my  hon.  friend  from 
Halifax  (Mr.  Power)  would  refer  to  the 
discussion  which  took  place  a  few  days 
ago  upon  this  subject,  when  it  was 
claimed  that  he  suggested  nothing  new. 
Though  I  seldom  agree  with  him  (Mr. 
Power)  upon  anything,  I  concur  in  the 
opinion  that  he  was  the  first  member  who 
brought  this  matter  fully  and  clearly,  in 
detail,  before  the  Senate,  and  he  convineed 
me  by  his  facts  and  reasoning.  I  dis- 
tinctly remember  that  my  hon.  friend, 
who  now  so  ably  presides  over  the  House 
(Mr.  Macpherson)  frequently  questioned 
the  wisdom  of  the  Pacific  Railway  policy 
Honn  Mr,  Dickey, 


in  the  past.  He  contended  that  it  was 
folly  to  build  the  line  from  Thunder  Bay 
to  Red  River  until  the  fertile  prairie 
country,  so  rich  in  unproductive  wealth, 
was  well  settled,  and  we  had  a 
better  knowledge  of  the  country  lying 
east  of  Manitoba — until  we  had  matured 
our  policy  and  could  proceed  intelligent- 
ly. The  Pembina  Branch  was  the  only 
road  then  thought  of  to  connect  our  rail- 
ways in  the  west  with  the  American 
lines  then  existing.  It  was  impossible 
that  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  project  could 
have  been  thought  of;  there  were  no 
American  lines  extending  or  contemplated 
in  that  direction.  The  whole  idea  at 
that  time  was  to  find  an  immediate  out- 
let for  the  products  of  the  North- West, 
and  a  means  of  getting  a  population  into 
Manitoba,  and  that  led  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Pembina  Branch.  There- 
fore, although  I  am  generally  in  harmony 
with  my  hon.  friend  from  Amherst  (Mr. 
Dickey),  I  think,  on  this  occasion,  he  was 
not  justified  in  charging  my  hon.  friend 
from  Halifax  (Mr.  Power)  with  incon- 
sistency or  presumption  in  claiming 
credit  for  having  been  first  to  bring  this 
subject  in  detail  to  the  notice  of  the 
House.  I  am  glai  that  the  Minister  of 
Railways  has  shewn  that  he  does  not 
regard  this  project  as  one  of  slight  im- 
poi'tance.  When  a  point  on  the  south- 
east side  of  Lake  Nipissing  was  fixed 
upon  as  the  eastern  terminus  of  the 
Pacific  Railway,  it  was  never  intended  to 
end  there  in  the  wilderness,  but  that 
place  was  regarded  as  neutral  ground 
between  Ontario  and  Quebec — the  point 
of  junction  where  the  railway  systems  of 
those  two  Provinces  could  unite  with  the 
great  highway  of  the  Dominion.  A  point 
on  the  south  shore  of  liake  Nipissing 
having  been  selected  as  the  terminus,  I 
cannot  understand  how  anyone  can  con- 
tend that  it  was  ever  contemplated  that 
the  line  should  go  north  of  Lake  Nipis- 
sing,  or,  as  some  have  contended,  con- 
nect with  Lake  Huron.  Last  session, 
when  this  subject  was  under  discussion, 
I  called  attention  to  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Act  of  1872,  introduced  by  Sir 
George  E.  Cartier,  to  shew  that  this  was 
his  view  of  it,  and  the  preamble  of  the 
Act  distinctly  defines  it  in  the  following 
words : — 

"A  Railway,  to    be  called  the  Canadian 
\  Pacific  Railway,  shall  be  made  ia  conformity 
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with  the  agreement  referred  to  in  the  pre- 
amble of  this  Act,  and  such  railway  shall  ex- 
tend from  some  point  on  or  near  Lake  Nipis- 
sing,  and  on  the  south  shore  thereof,  to  some 
point  on  the  shore  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  both 
the  said  points  to  be  determined  by  the  Gror- 
emor  in  Council." 

The  Georgian  Bay  Bmnch  never  was 
contemplated  by  the  projectors  of  the 
scheme ;  its  inutility  and  the  great  cost 
to  connect  with  the  Canadian  Pacific 
line  has  caused  it  to  be  abandoned. 
Therefore,  it  shews  that  we  are  pledged 
to  the  construction  of  that  railway. 

Hon.   Mr.  MACDONALD— Not   to 
Siault  Ste.  Marie. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— No ;  it  was 
to  be  an  all-rail  line ;  but  if  you  take  the 
south  shore  of  Lake  Nipissing  as  the 
terminus,  you  can  hardlj  run  the  line  on 
the  north  side  of  that  lake.  It  must 
take  the  south  shore.  And,  in  the  mean- 
time, until  the  line  can  be  extended  from 
Thunder  Bay,  eastward,  round  Lake 
Superior, — which  is  in  the  far  future 
— I  see  no  other  feasible  plan  of  secur- 
ing the  carrying  trade  of  our  great 
West  but  by  extending  the  line  to  Sault 
Ste.  Marie,  with  which  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  in  the  future  would 
connect.  I  am  glad  to  learn,  from  the 
remarks  of  the  Minister  of  Bail  ways  the 
other  day,  that  there  are  good  prospects 
of  an  all-rail  route  in  the  future,  and 
probably  the  near  future.  From  the  in- 
formation that  I  could  gather,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that,  from  Thunder 
Bay,  eastward,  on  the  north  and  east 
sides  of  Lake  Superior,  the  country  was 
rocky  and  barren,  and  that  the  railway 
would  have  to  cut  through  successive 
ridges  of  hills,  and  pass  over  deep  ravines 
running  at  right  angles  to  it.  I  was 
very  glad  to  learn,  from  reading  the 
speech  of  the  Minister  of  Railways,  the 
other  day,  that,  towards  the  head  of 
Lake  Superior,  there  is  a  very  fine  and 
well-timbered  tract  of  country.  These 
are  his  words : — 

«The  line  from  Nipissing  toward  the  head 
of  Lake  Superior  is  fonnd  to  be  an  extremely 
favorable  line,  running  through  an  even  coun- 
try well  timbered." 

If  that  is  the  case,  and  if  the  population 
of  the  North-West  should  increase  as 
rapidly  as  we  anticipate,  it  will,  we  may 
expect,  if  not  within  a  few  years,  at  least 
'  before  very  many  years,  to  have  an  all- 
rail  connection  through  our  own  terri- 
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tory  with  Manitoba  and  the  North- 
West.  In  the  meantime,  we  should  con- 
sider whether  this  line  to  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  is  to  be  built,  and  whether  by  the 
Government  or  by  a  company  aided  by  a 
subsidy,  to  give  us  an  independent  route 
to  the  North- West,  in  summer,  for  eight 
months  of  the  year,  and  not  leave  us 
wholly  dependent  upon  the  United  States 
system  of  railways.  If  this  line  is  built, 
it  is  clear  that  we  will  have,  in  addition 
to  the  trade  of  our  own  North-West, 
much  of  the  traffic  from  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota  and  Northern  Michigan,  be- 
cause it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  trade 
will  find  the  shortest  and  cheapest  outlet 
to  the  seaboard.  As  the  hon.  Sena- 
tor from  Halifax  (Mr.  Power)  has  shewn, 
this  line  would  shorten  the  rou,te  from 
Duluth  to  Montreal  some  four  or  five 
hundred  miles.  Duluth  occupies  a  fav- 
orable position,  at  the  head  of  Lake 
Superior,  in  competing  with  Chicago  and 
MUwaukee  for  tibie  trade  of  the  North- 
western States,  and  the  building  of  this 
line  would  largely  increase  its  natural 
advantages.  With  the  prospect  of  a 
large  and  profitable  traffic,  the  Noithern 
Pacific  Kailway  is  likely  to  connect  with 
our  line  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  where  an 
international  bridge  could  easily  be  built. 
The  water  in  St.  Mary's  River  is  not 
very  deep,  and  there  are  no  engineering 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  such  a  work.  I 
think  thi?  project  is  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  demand  the  earnest  attention  of 
the  Government.  And,  whilst  spending 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the 
present  uninhabited  West  and  British 
Colombia,  they  should  gi^e  a  practical 
proof  to  Quebec  and  the  lower  provinces 
that  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  Pacific 
Railway  shall  be  where  it  was  first  fixed 
upon  eight  years  ago — at  a  point  south- 
east of  Lake  Nipissing — and  that  the 
great  undertaking  will  be  carried  out 
with  all  the  promptitude  consistent  with 
the  financial  ability  of  the  country,  and, 
in  the  meantime,  take  steps  to  prevent, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  trade  of  our  vast 
productive  grain-growing  region  from 
being  carried  away  from  us  through 
American  channels. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN — I,  perhaps,, 
ought  to  apologize  for  adding  a  word  to 
this  debate,  which  has  turned  so  largely 
upon  the  point  who  should  have  the 
honor  of  being  recognized  as  the  first  to 
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propose  this  project  to  the  country.  I 
should  suggest  to  the  bon.  gentleman 
who  has  introduced  this  subject  to-day 
that  he  should  labor  diligently  to  have 
his  views  impressed  upon  the  country, 
and,  if  he  can  succeed  in  having  the  Gov- 
ernment build  the  read,  then,  if 
it  should  turn  out  to  be  a  great  national 
advantage,  we  can  carefully  inquire  who 
was  the  author  of  it,  and  award  him  the 
merit  and  medal  to  which  he  would  be 
entitled.  As  far  as  the  evidence  that 
has  been  given  goes,  I  think  my  hon. 
friend  from  Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey),  of  the 
two,  can  claim  priority.  This  question 
comes  to  us  now  under  conditions  very 
different  from  those  existing  when  it  was 
first  advocated,  and,  unless  some  stronger 
arguments  can  be  advanced  than  those 
which  have  been  urged  by  the  hon. 
Senators  from  Halifax  and  Lunenburg, 
I  do  not  think  we  should  be  justified  in 
undertaking  now  so  heavy  additional  ex- 
penditure as  it  would  involve.  If  I 
understand  my  hon.  friend  from  Halifax 
aright,  his  chief  contention  is  that  the 
road  should  be  built  to  carry  our  immi- 
grants to  the  North- West,  instead  of  let- 
ting agents  in  the  United  States,  on  the 
present  route,  decoy  them  from  us  to 
settle  in  that  country.  Does  the  hon. 
gentleman  not  know  that,  when  the  rail- 
way from  Red  River  to  Thunder  Bay  is 
completed,  we  will  possess  a  route  of  our 
own  without  this  line  to  Sault  Ste. 
Marie)  We  already  have  communica- 
tion by  rail  to  CoUiDgwood  and  other 
points  on  Lake  Huron  and  Georgian  Bay, 
with  lines  of  steamers  running  from  those 
points  to  Thunder  Bay,,  which  will  con- 
nect with  our  own  railway  there. 
With  this  line  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie  you 
would  land  your  passengers  at  the  Sault, 
where  they  would  be  in  danger  of  being 
lured  across  the  river  by  American 
agents ;  but,  if  not,  we  would  carry  them 
on  to  Thunder  Bay,  just  as  if  they  had 
taken  the  steamerat  GoUingwood.  But  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Lunenburg  speaks  of 
bridging  the  river  at  the  Sault;  that 
means  a  connection  with  United  States 
laflways. 

Hon.Mr.KAULBACH— Hear,  hear. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN— The  hon.  gen- 
tleman says,  ''Hear,  hear,"  but  has  he 
considered  what  the  result  of  such  a  con- 
nection would  be  1   When  my  hon.  friends 
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from  Amherst  and  Saugeen  first  spoke 
of  this  project,  it  was  necessary  and  de- 
sirable to  have  railway  communication 
through  the  United  States  with  Mani- 
toba until  our  Pacific  Railway  was  built. 
We  have  that  communication,  and  we 
have  also  under  contract  a  line  from 
Thunder  Bay  to  Red  River,  which  the 
Minister  of  Railways  says  will  cost 
$17,000,800,  exclusive  of  surveys,  which 
will  bring  the  cost  up  to  $18,000,000. 
Now,  suppose  this  railway  to  the  Sault 
were  built  and  connected  with  an  Amer- 
ican road  extended  into  our  North- West 
and  almost  parallel  to  our  road,  we  would 
have  a  line  in  direct  competition  with 
this  road  on  which  we  are  spending 
$18,000,000. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— But  you 
bring  the  products  of  the  West  through 
this  country  to  our  own  seaports. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN— I  claim  that^ 
havinfi;  our  railway  finished  to  Thunder 
Bay,  yon  can  bring  all  the  products  of 
our  own  North- West  to  that  point,  and 
thence  by  steam  or  sailing  vessel  to 
GoUingwood  and  other  railway  termini 
on  the  lakes,  and  thence  to  Montreal. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH  —  Not  so 
readily. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN — Yes ;  just  as 
readily.  You  can  ship  from  Thunder 
Bay  to  GoUingwood  as  readily  as  from 
Thunder  Bay  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and,  in 
the  former  case,  you  have  the  advante^s 
of  a  longer  water  carriage  and  a  la^er 
number  of  railway  lines  to  convey  the 
freight  eastward  to  the  seaboard.  As  I 
have  shewn,  this  railway  to  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  connecting'  there  with  an  Ameri> 
can  line,  would  be  a  competing  route  to 
our  own,  on  which  we  are  spending 
$18,000,000,  and  would  render  it  com- 
paratively useless.  The  line  from  Red 
River  to  ^Thunder  Bay,  under  existing 
conditions,  will  have  to  lie  idle  for  five 
months  of  the  year,  on  an  average,  so 
long  as  it  is  only  a  summer  route.  An 
American  railway  running  parallel  with 
that,  only  further  south,  would  take  all 
the  trafiio  in  winter  and,  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  would  hold  the  larger 
part  of  that  traffic,  and  thus  render 
the  expenditure  of  $18,000,000  of  little 
value  to  the  country.  Il  is  very  easy  to 
get  up  in  this  Chamber  and,  taking 
some  particular  portion  of  the  Pacific 
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Railway,   shew    the  benefits  that    will 
accrue  from  building  it,  but  we  ought 
never  to  forget  that  we  are  committed  to 
the    construction    of    a    highway  from 
ocean  to  ocean,  and  that  it  is  desirable 
to  build  it  entirely  upon  our  own  terri- 
tory.    We  should  look  at  it  as  a  whole, 
and  do  that  which  is  best  for  the  whole, 
and  avoid  whatever  will  militate  against 
that  whole  when  constructed.     We  have 
been  led  into  expenditures  upon  a  great 
many  different  works  which  do  not  form 
a  part  of  that  whole.     The  Pacific  Rail- 
way policy,  under  the  late  Government, 
was  one  of  shreds   and  patches.     That 
policy,  announced  in  1873  by  the  late 
Premier,   of    the    water    stretches,   has 
been,   I  believe,   the  greatest  calamity 
that  has  ever  befallen  this  country.     It 
has    led    to    hasty    action,    which    has 
resulted   in   enormous   expenses  to  this 
country.     If,  in    1873,  the  Premier  of 
the  late  Administration  had  announced 
that  ho   was    goxng    to    consti'uct  400 
miles   of    railway   from    Red   River   to 
Fort     William,     at     an     expense     of 
$18,000,000,   the    country   would   have 
paused     before     committing    itself    to 
such   an  undertaking.     At    all   events, 
the     country     would     have     demanded 
the     most     careful     surveys     of     that 
district  befoie    the    commencement  of 
•the   work.     The  policy  of  utilizing  the 
water  stretches,   so  hastily  announced, 
led  to  hasty  contracts  which  led  to  enor- 
mous losses   to  the  country.     My  hon. 
friend  from  Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey)  has 
referred  to  some  of  those  acts  which  my 
hon.   friend  from  Halifax  (Mr.  Power) 
supported  before  the  change  of  Govern- 
ment.      He  has  refeired  to  the  Fort 
Frances  Lock,  which  was  one  of  the  out- 
comes of  the  water-stretches  policy,  and 
which  involved  a  loss  of  nearly  $300,000 
to  the    country.      The    Georgian    Bay 
Branch,  another  outcome  of  that  policy, 
resulted  in  a  loss  of   $109,000.      The 
steel  rails  purchase,  by  which  the  Domi- 
nion lost  $2,000,000,  was  also  the  result 
of  the   water-stretches  policy,    because, 
when  Mr.  Mackenzie  adopted  that  plan, 
he  thought  he  coidd  construct,  without 
much  delay,  a  number  of  patches  of  rail- 
way that  would,  in  a  short  time,  consume 
these  rails,  and,  therefore,  he  purchased  a 
larger  quantity  of  rails  than  he  would 
have    thought  necessary     under    other 
circumstances.     Adding   these   amounts 
Hon.  Mr.  McLdan. 


together,  you  liave,  say,   $2,400,000  lost 
to  the  country  th I ough  that  policy,  a  sum 
which  would  have  completed  and  equip- 
ped some  two  hundred  miles   of  railway 
in  our   prairie  country,  at  the  rate  for 
which    200    miles    have     been    placed 
under     contract.       But,      more      than 
than  that,  this  policy  led  us  into  the  loss 
of  millions  of  dollars  on  that  portion  of 
the    railway    between   Red  River    and 
Thunder  Bay,  for  this  reason  :  contracts 
were  hastily  let  before  sufficient  surveys 
were    made.      Two   fixed    points    were 
taken.  Thunder  Bay  and  Selkirk,  and,  to 
get  to  these  two  points,  enormous  addi- 
tional expenditures,  (I  will  not  venture 
to   say   how  many  millions)   have   been 
incurred,  which,  with  more  careful  sur- 
veys, and  without  being  forced  to  make 
those    points    meet,   might    have    been 
avoided.     Another  outcome  of  that  was : 
the   Government  laid  down  the  policy 
that  whatever  railway  you  locate  must  h^ 
on  the  shortest  and  most  direct  line  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean.    Following  that  policy, 
the  engineer  found  that  a  line  north  of 
Lake  Manitoba  was  considerably  shorter 
in  the  whole  distance  than   one  south  of 
the  lake,  and  the  road  was  located  by 
the  Narrows  of  Lake  Manitoba,  away 
north  of  the  valuable  lands  of  Manitoba, 
the  settlement  of  which  was  one  of  the 
main  purposes  in  the  construction  of  the 
railway.      The    Government,    in    their 
haste   to  get  to  the  Pacific,  demanded  of 
the  engineer  the  shortest  possible  line, 
regardless,  wholly,  of  the  absolute  neces- 
sity to  the  success  of  the  whole  scheme  of 
having  our  fertile  lands  peopled.     That 
blunder,   costly  as   it   has   proved,  and 
fatal  as  it  would  have  been,  if  it  had 
not    been    partially    corrected    on    the 
change  of  Government,  was  the  result  of 
the  policy  laid  down  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment on  taking  office,  and  persistently 
followed  to   the  end  :     "  To  utilize  the 
vast  water  stretches,  and  only  build  such 
portions  of  road  as  would  form  links  in  a 
grand  main  line  on  the  shortest  possible 
location."     By  that  policy,  the   Govern- 
ment instructed  and  bound  their  engineer, 
who  selected  what  was  believed  to  be  the 
shortest  line  \  it  met  the  approval  and 
sanction  of  the  Government,  who  place<l 
portions  of  it  under  contract,  and  made 
such   expenditures  as  rendered  a  change 
impossible.     Happily,  that  jwrtion  of  it 
which  lay  beyond  Selkirk,   and  which 
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ran  north  of  the  lake,  and  through  end- 
less wastes  of  barren  countrj,  was  not 
under  contract,  and,  on  the  change  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  a  changed  jwlicy,  it  was 
deflected  southward  through  the  fertile 
territory  which  was  already  being  peopled 
in  anticipation  of  railway  accommodation. 
When  Uie  present  Government  entered 
office  they  found  the  country  thus  com- 
mitted to  an  expenditure  of  $18,000,000 
on  the  line  from  Fort  William  to  Sel- 
kirk, large  contracts  entered  into  and 
heavy  expenditures  already  made,  and  it 
would  have  been  charged  as  throwing 
away  millions  to  have  then  stopped.  But 
I  am  not  sure  that  it  would  not  have 
been  a  better  policy  to  have  suspended 
the  whole  work,  and  ascertained  if  a  less 
diffioult  and  less  costly  route  could  not 
have  been  obtained.  But  the  Govern- 
ment, 1  have  no  doubt,  cai-efully  weighed 
the  whole  matter,  and  decided  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  work,  and  are  com- 
pleting it,  and  we  should  take 
care  now  that  we  do  not  construct  a 
road  that  would  render  all  that  expendi- 
ture useless.  The  hon.  Senator  from 
Halifax  tells  us  that  we  are  able  to  build 
the  line  to  the  Sault,  but  not  to  build 
both.  Then  is  there  the  greater  neces- 
sity that  we  do  not  hastily  incur  expen- 
diture upon  one,  until  we  are  well  as- 
sured it  is  the  best  in  the  interests  of  the 
whole.  This  fear  of  public  expenditure 
on  the  part  of  the  hon.  gentleman  is 
somewhat  new  bom.  The  hon.  Senator 
from  Amherst  has  referred  to  the  differ- 
ent views  entertained  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman when  in  opposition  and  when 
supporting  the  Government.  I  may  say 
that  very  many  of  those  who  are  now 
opposed  to  the  Government  seem  to  be 
more  frightened  at  expenditure  than 
they  were  six  years  ago.  When  the 
change  of  Government  took  place  in 
1873,  and  the  new  Premier  went  to  his 
constituents  for  re-election,  he  announced 
his  policy  in  connection  with  this  great 
undertaking.  Did  he  repudiate  it )  No  ; 
he  announced  that  he  was  prepared  to 
construct  it  as  a  Government  work.  In 
his  i^>eech,  delivered  on  the  25th  of 
November,  1873,  he  said  : — 

(t  I  have  always  thought  a  speedy  means  of 
commnmcation  across  the  continent  neces- 
sary for  the  good  of  settlejient  and  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  up  the  districts  where  we 
have  great  nches  undeveloped  in  the  bosom 
of  the  earth.  Without  that  communication, 
Hon.  Mr,  McLdan. 


their  development  cannot  take  place,  and 
immigration  cannot  be  expected.  It  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  Administration,  in  the  first 
place,  to  secure  a  means  of  communication  to 
our  navigable  waters  from  Lake  Superior  to 
Fort  Garry  and  the  Bocky  Mountains,  at  the 
same  time  commencing  at  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  constructing  communication  by  the  west- 
ern slope." 

Here  is  the  plain,  unqualified  statement 
of  the  Ministry  which  the  hon.  Sena- 
tor so  long  supported,  that  a  rapid  com- 
munication across  the  continent  must  be 
had,  and  specially  naming  ''  constiniction 
at  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  the  Wegrtem 
slope."  The  expenditure  to  which  the  late 
Premier  thus  committed  his  Government 
was  certainly  not  under*  estimated  by 
them,  as  we  gather  from  the  same  speech  : 
<<  You  are,  perhaps,  not  aware  that  it  was 
contemplated  that  the  expenditure  under 
that  scheme  -would  be  $180,060,000.  That 
&ct  was  not  generally  known,  but  that 
was  the  amount  of  the  contemplated  issue  of 
bonds  which  they  endeavored  to  float  on  the 
English  market.  Any  profit,  Sir,  that  would 
have  come  to  the  share  of  the  company  will 
ultimately  fall,  under  our  scheme,  to  the  share 
of  the  country.  It  will  be  the  dutj  of  the 
Government  to  prevent  the  enormous  amount 
of  money  that  will  be  required  from  being 
squandered  in  any  way  whatever." 

How  much  profit  has  fallen  to  the  country 
under  their  policy  of  building  it  as  a 
Government  work,  and  how  they  pre- 
vented the  enormous  amount  of  money 
required  from  being  squandered,  let  the 
steel  rails,  the  Georgian  Bay  Branch,  the 
Fort  Frances  Lock  and  these  contracts 
fro;n  Selkirk  to  Thunder  Bay  answer. 
The  late  Premier,  as  will  be  seen,  accepts 
the  estimated  cost  of  building  the  road  from 
Lake  Nipissing  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  at 
$180,000,000.  Then,  again^  when  he 
more  fully  elaborates  the  water-stretches 
scheme,  in  his  address  to  the  electors  of 
Lambton,  he  says  that  he  will  save  for 
the  present  the  construction  of  some  one 
thousand  three  hundred  miles  esti- 
mated to  cost  from  $60,000,000  to 
$80,000,000.  This  leaves  as  the  estimated 
expenditure  which  the  late  Govern- 
ment committed  themselves  to  under- 
take at  onoe,  from  $100,000,000  to 
$120,000,000,  upon  the  road  from 
Thunder  Bay  to  Red  Hiver,  and  from 
the  western  waters  of  the  Saskatchewan 
River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Li  address- 
ing the  electors  at  the  general  election  in 
1874,  he  repeated  this  in  substance,  and 
said  : 

22 
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« I  was  one  of  the  very  first  advocates  for 
opening  np  a  road  from  Lake  Superior  to  Fort 
Garry,  and  the  speedy  construction  of  that 
section  above  all  others — except  the  British 
Columbia  section/' 

The  hon.  Senator  from  Halifax  and 
those  who  lately  had  control  of  the  ex- 
penditure were  not  easily  alarmed  by 
the  cost  of  a  railway,  as  they  now  seem 
to  be,  for  they  unhesitatingly  undertook 
an  expenditure  of  $100,000,000,  to 
§120,000,000,  far  beyond  any  sura  ever 
contemplated  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment.. If  we  build  this  road  to  Sault 
Ste.  Maiie,  the  most  that  can  be  claimed 
for  it,  as  a  parely  Canadian  work  is,  I 
believe,  that  it  might  give  us  two  or 
three  weeks  longer  water  communication 
with  Thunder  Bay. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— How  about  the 
United  States  trade  ) 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELA^N— There  is  this 
about  it :  the  hon.  gentleman  should 
bear  in  mind,  when  he  is  advocating  a 
railway  from  Ontario  to  the  North-West, 
through  American  territory,  that  recently 
a  bill  was  introduced  in  the  United 
States  House  of  Representatives,  declar- 
ing it  unlawful  that  any  goods  should 
pass  from  any  portion  of  the  United 
States  to  any  other  jpart  of  it,  if  in  transit, 
they  pass  over  any  portion  of  Canadian 
territory.  Therefore,  I  think  we  should 
pause  before  we  undertake  an  expendi- 
ture of  seven  or  eight  millions  on  a  road 
to  serve  American  trade,  or  bring  the 
products  of  our  North- West  to  us  over 
American  lines.  If  we  are  not  able  te 
build  both  roads,  we  should  husband  our 
resources  and  direct  our  attention  to 
populating  and  developing  our  North- 
West  xrndl  we  are  able,  as  we  very  soon 
may  be,  to  construct  an  all-rail  route 
from  Thunder  Bay  to  connect  at  Lake 
Nipissing.  Looking  at  the  experience  of 
the  Western  States,  there  is  no  question 
that,  if  we  build  railways  through  our 
prairie  country,  it  will  rapidly  fill  up 
with  a  population  that  will  make  any 
railway  that  we  build  profitable  to  its 
owners.  To  the  Government  it  will  be 
specially  profitable,  because  that  increas- 
ing population  will  give  a  revenue  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  will 
be  of  incalculable  advantage  to  the  whole 
Dominion.  Some  speculations  have  been 
made  as  to  the  probable  increase  of 
population  in  the  North-West,  and  com- 
Eon.  Mr.  MoLdcm, 


parison  has  been  made  with  the  State  of 
Kansas  to  prove  that  we  have  been  too 
sanguine     in    making     our    estimates, 
because  neither   Kansas  nor  any  other 
single  western  state  has  shewn  the  results 
that  we  anticipate  in  our  new  country. 
But  we  should  remember  that  Kansas, 
or     any    other    state     in     the     neigh- 
boring    country,      possesses     a     com- 
paratively     limited     area,     while     we 
can    lay    out    eight    or    ten  provinces 
in  our  North- West,  each  of  which  would 
be  as  large  as  a  western  state,  and  would 
offer    greater    natural    inducements    to 
settlers.     Therefore  it  is  unjust  to  insti- 
tute a  comparison  between  our  North- 
West  and  any  one  scate  of  the  neighbor- 
ing union,  because  we  have  ten  times  as 
much  good  land  and  a  healthier  climate 
than  many  western  states.     With  such 
an  influx  of  population  as  we  now  have, 
and  which  must  greatly  increase,   and 
with  the  work  of  building  the  railway 
going  on,  there  will  be  comparatively 
little  to  export  from  that  country  for 
some  yeai-s  to  come  ;  the  incomers  must 
be  fed  and  all  the  workmen  supplied. 
We  hear  a  great  outcry  about  an  exodus 
from  Canada,  because  the  press  of  a  cer- 
tain stripe  of  politics  make  it  a  point  of 
taking  note  of  every  man,  woman  and 
child  who  goes  to  the  United  States,  and 
trumpeting  it  abroad  to  the  world,  unpa- 
triotic though  it  be.     But  if  we  take  up 
the  census  of  the  United  States  for  the 
decade  ending  in  1870,  we  find  that  this 
ifl  no  new  thmg  ;  every  year,  during  that 
period,  over  24,000  of  our  people  went 
to  that  country.     Now,  if  we  can  just 
shunt  that  stream    of    population — we 
cannot,  perhaps,  do  it  in  a  year,  but  we 
can  in  the  course  of  time — and  divert  it, 
or  a  large  portion  of  it,  to  the  Nortb- 
West,  we  may  f  lii'ly  estimate  that  the 
influx  of  people  from  the  United  States 
and  Europe,  and  from   the   older  pro- 
vinces of  the  Dominion  will  amount  to 
from  25,000  to  60,000  a  year  during  the 
next  ten  years.     Before  I  pass  from  this 
subject,  let  me  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  census  of  the  older  provinces  of 
the  Dominion  shews  that  one-fiftieth  of 
our  population  comes  from  the  United 
States— one  in  every  fifty  of  our  people 
was  born  in  that  country.     Therefore,  in 
addition  to  the  immigratian  from  Europe, 
we     may    fairly     look     for    a     largo 
influx  of  population  from  the  United 
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Statefly  and  can  safely  calculate  npon 
half  a  million  of  people  settling  in  our 
Noi*th-West  during  the  next  ten  years. 
For  a  certain  length  of  time  the  portion 
of  that  population  engaged  even  in 
agricultural  pursuits  must  be  fed,  and 
there  will  not  be  much  to  export  from  that 
country  for  some  years  to  come;  not 
more  than  the  road  from  Red  River  to 
Thunder  Bay  can  carry  during  the  seven 
months  of  navigation.  Taking  this  gen- 
eral view  pf  the  question,  I  think  it 
would  be  unwise  to  hastily  expend  seven 
or  eight  millions  of  dollars  in  construct- 
ing a  road  from  Lake  Nipissing  to  the 
Sault.  The  faon.  gentleman  says  the 
road  would  be  270  miles  in  length  ;  some 
of  the  reports  that  I  have  seen  put  it  at 
245  miles.  Taking  the  latter  to  be  cor- 
rect, and  estimating  the  cost  at  $30,000 
per  mile,  it  would  cost  over  $7,000,000 
— a  low  estimate. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  am  satisfied 
that  a  company  will  build  it  for  a  subsidy 
of  $10,000  per  mile. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN— I  think  the 
hon.  gentleman  said  that  there  was  not 
money  in  the  Dominion  to  build  it,  and 
he  deprecated  the  idea  of  the  Americans 
coming  in  to  construct  it.  If  they  should 
come,  in  and  build  it  on  their  own  ac- 
count, and  if  it  would  be  a  benefit  to  the 
Dominion,  let  them  build  it.  I  remem- 
ber, in  1871,  when  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  was  first  spoken  of  in  Patlia- 
ment,  an  outcry  was  made  against  hav- 
ing the  road  constructed  by  any  but 
British  gold.  Whilst,  en  the  one  hand, 
we  wer«  told  that  it  would  be  ruinous, 
it  was  insisted  that  we  should  be  ruined 
only  with  British  gold.  I  confess  I 
never  could  see  the  wisdom  or  the  patri- 
otism of  this,  and  I  had  then  no  objec- 
tion to  the  expenditure  of  American 
capital  in  our  country,  nor  have  I  now 
objections  to  any  company  of  any 
country  building  tiiis  road,  and,  if  it 
prove  a  great  advantage  to  American 
trade,  we  wiU  also  havesome  benefit.  I  con 
tend  that  the  policy  of  the  Government 
should  be  to  rapi41y  construct  railways 
through  the  prairie  country  where  they 
can  be  laid  down  cheaply,  and  when  the 
result  of  it  will  be  to  fill  up  the  North- 
West  with  a  population  Uiat  will  give 
life  and  stability  tiO  this  country,  and 
enable  us,  in  a  short  time,  I  hope,  to 
Eon,  Mr.  McLdan, 


make  our  all-rail  connection  through  our 
own  territory,  from  ocean  to  ocean. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD^There  is 
one  question  I  would  like  to  ask  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  brought  forward  this 
subject  to-day,  and  that  is :  how  many 
months  of  the  year  does  he  expect  that 
Lake  Superior  will  be  closed  for  naviga- 
tion 1 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  think  the  Lake 
is  open  for  eight  months  of  the  year  for 
navigation. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— I  fully 
agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Lon- 
donderry, that  it  is  the  policj^  of  the 
country  to  save  our  resources  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  all-rail  route,  and  until 
that  is  completed  we  cannot  get  much  ad- 
vantage from  our  expenditures,  or  from 
the  trade  of  the  West,  as,  for  five 
months  of  the  year,  the  navigation  of 
the  water-stretches,  and  Lake  Superior 
will  be  closed,  and  all  our  lines  west  of 
that  will  simply  be  feeders  to  the 
American  railways  in  the  winter  time, 
as  they  are  now,  to  send  our  trade  down 
through  Minnesota  to  Chicago.  Even  if 
the  Sault  St.  Marie  Railway  is  built, 
Montreal  can  only  secure  the  summer 
trade,  as  the  winter  traffic  must  find  its 
way  to  St  John  or  Halifax,  and,  in 
making  a  comparative  statement  of 
distances  between  American  and  Cana- 
dian ports,  the  winter  ports  of  Canada 
must  be  taken  into  account  as  well  as 
thp  summer  ones.  I  am  opposed  to  ox- 
pending  any  money  on  any  project  ex- 
cept on  the  direct  line,  by  which  we  can 
have  through  connection,  winter  and 
summer,  through  our  own  territory.  I 
think  that  the  policy  of  the  Government 
with  r^ard  to  the  terminal  point  is  de- 
fined in  the  statement  of  the  Minister  of 
Railways,  when  he  said  that  they  pro- 
posed to  join  the  Canada  Central  at  a 
point  twenty  miles  west  of  South-East 
Bay,  and  there  make  connection  with 
Ontario  and  Quebec  railways,  so  that 
they  do  not  propose  to  go  on  to  Sault 
St.  Marie.  Let  private  companies  go 
there  if  they  like,  and  let  them  be  sub- 
sidised if  necessary. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— It  is  in 
contemplation  to  extend  the  road  to 
there. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— I  think 
not.    The    Oovemment  may    BubeidiBe 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SiO 


Manitoba  Land 


[SENATE.] 


Claims  BiU. 


some  oompany  to  extend  it  to  the  Sault, 
but  they  should  let  it  go  if  they  cannot 
get  a  privajbe  company  to  undertake  it. 
I  endorse  the  policy  to  build  nothing  but 
the  main  line,  and  this  I  believe  to  be 
the  plan  of  the  Minister  of  Railways. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  following  Bills,  from  the  Com- 
mons, were  introduced  and  read  the  first 
time  : — 

Bill  (50)  «  To  amend  the  Act  incor- 
porating the  Ontario  and  Pacific  Junc- 
tion Railway."— (Mr.  Flint.) 

.Bill  (16)  "To  authorize  and  provide 
for  the  winding  up  of  the  Stadacona 
Bank."— (Mr.  PelleLier.) 

MANITOBA  LAND  CLAIMS  BILL. 
SECOND   READINQ. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKTNS  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (94)  "An  Act  for  the 
final  settlement  of  claims  to  lands  in 
Manitoba  by  occupancy,  tinder  the  Act 
33  Vict.,  chap.  3."  He  said:  In  1870, 
a  Bill  was  passed  providing  that  certain 
lands  in  Manitoba  should  be  allotted  to 
those  persons  who  should  be  found  in 
possession  of  them  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  that  Act.  Nearly  all  those 
claims  have  been  settled,  but  it  has  been 
found  desirable  that  the  time  should  be 
limited  wherein  all  who  are  in  occupa- 
tion of  those  lands  should  submit  their 
claims.  The  first  clause  limits  the  timQ 
to  two  years  from  the  1st  of  May  next. 
The  second  clause  makes  provision  that 
all  who  do  not  make  their  claims  before 
that  time  shall  be  barred. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD— I  have  very 
few  observations  to  make  in  leference  to 
this  Bill.  I  think  it  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  because  we  naturally  all 
desire  to  arrive,  as  soon  as  possible^  at  a 
settlement  of  all  the  difficulties  in  refer- 
ence to  the  lands  of  the  Province  of 
Manitoba.  It  is  well  understood  that 
we  have  suffered  long  enough,  and  I  only 
regret  that  the  Bill  does  not  go  further. 
There  are  other  difficulties  which  will  not 
be  settled  by  this  measure.  For  instance, 
there  ate  the  staked  claims,  and  I  would 
like  to  take  advantage  of  the  present 
occasion  to  inquire  if  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  present  Government  to  adopt,  during 
this  session,  or  immediately  after  proro- 
IIoTi,  Mr.  Macdorudd. 


gation,  some  means  by  which  this  diffi- 
culty may  be  settled  as  soon  as  possible. 
Two  years  is  certainly  time  enough  in 
which  to  give  parties  an  opportunity  for 
presenting  their  claims  ;  one  year  would 
have  been  long  enough,  I  think,  as  nearly 
all  the  claims  in  dispute  have  been  sub- 
mitted, and  applications  have  been  made 
either  to  the  Dominion  Lands  Office  in 
Winnipeg,  or  to  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  here.  These  applications  have^ 
in  many  cases,  remained  unanswered,  and, 
since  then,  speculations  have  been  made 
in  these  properties,  and  they  have  been 
sold  over  and  over  again,  although  the 
patents  for  them  have  not  yet  been 
issued.  I  shall  support  this  Bill,  as  I 
desire  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  all 
questions  in  reference  to  lands  in  Mani- 
toba. At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  know 
that  the  object  to  be  attained  by  the 
present  Bill  will  be  easily  secured.  The 
intention  is  to  make  provision  for  the 
removal  of  persons  found  to  be  unlawfully 
in  occupation  of  such  lands.  If  there 
are  any  acquired  rights  under  the  3rd 
and  4Ui  sub-sections  of  the  32nd  clause 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  cannot  by  a  sub- 
sequent act  diminish  or  destroy  any  such 
rights.  I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  law,  and  then  leave  with 
them  the  responsibility  of  the  measure. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— It  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  by  this  Bill, 
or  by  any  other  bill,  to  legislate  away 
any  rights  held  by  any  parties  to  such 
lands;  but,  as  my  hon.  friend  knows, 
there  are  parties  who  have  been  in  pos- 
session of  such  properties  who  have  not 
pressed  their  claims,  and  in  many  cases 
they  have  not  even  made  application  for 
their  patents.  Under  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill  they  will  be  compelled  to  make 
their  claims  to  the  Government  within 
two  years.  With  regard  to  staked 
claims,  they  have  not  been  favorably 
consi4ered  by  the  Government.  At  a 
future  stage  of  this  Bill  I  shall  be  able 
to  speak  more  definitely  on  this  subject. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— It  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  Bill  to  interfere  with 
any  existing  righte.  As  I  understand 
it,  under  the  Act  37  Vict.,  cap.  20,  cer- 
tain rights  were  vested  in  parties  who 
had  settled  on  lands  at  a  certain  date  in 
the  Province  of  Manitoba — the  16th  of 
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Julj,  1870 — shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
letters  pntent  therefor,  granting  the 
same  absolutely  to  them.  There  is  no 
intention  whatever  to  interfere  with  the 
rights  that  were  granted  by  that  Act, 
but  that  law  contained  no  limitation  as 
to  time  in  which  those  rights  should  be 
asserted,  and  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
limit  the  time  for  the  assertion  of  those 
rights  to  the  1st  of  May,  1882.  I  have 
examined  this  Bill  carefully,  and  am  dis- 
posed to  support  it,  and  I  do  not  think 
my  hon.  friend  from  Manitoba  need  have 
any  apprehensions  as  to  its  effect 
The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


PORT  WHITBY  HARBOR  BILL. 
SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  moved  the 
second  reading  of  Bill  (73)  "An  Act 
^respecting  the  Port  Whitby  Harbor 
Company."  He  said :  About  sixteen 
years  ago,  Mr.  Chester  Draper,  of  the 
town  of  Whitby,  purchased  from  the 
Government  of  Canada  the  Whitby 
Harbor,  I  think  for  about  $32,000.  He 
died  about  four  years  ago,  and,  previous 
to  his  death,  he  made  a  wi]l,  by  the  pro- 
visions of  which  he  required  the  harbor 
to  be  sold ;  but,  after  a  good  deal  of 
investigation,  it  was  found  that  he  had 
not  the  right  to  convey  it  without  the 
consent  of  the  Crovemment,  or  without 
having  a  special  act  passed  for  that  pur- 
pose. A  Bill  was  introduced  in  this 
Chamber,  two  years  ago,  authorizing  the 
executors  to  sell  the  property.  It  was 
drawn  up  with  a  great  deal  of  care,  and 
afterwards  submitted  to  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  who  examined  it  and  made 
a  few  amendments.  It  was  con- 
sidered satisfactory,  and  passed  both 
Houses  without  opposition.  The  town 
of  Whitby,  according  to  the  Act,  had 
the  right  to  purchase  the  harbor  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  parties,  and  the 
mode  of  settling  the  value  was  fixed  by 
the  Act.  The  executrix  and  executor 
were  to  appoint  one  arbitrator,  the  town 
of  Whitby  a  second,  and  the  Govern- 
ment another.  The  arbitration  took 
place,  and  the  price  awarded  was,  I 
think,  about  $32,000.  The  town  of 
Whitby  had  the  option  of  taking  the 
property  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  arbi- 
ti*ators,  and  the  executors  were  bound  to 
sell  at  that  price.  The  Bill  passed  in 
Hon,  Mr,  Miller. 


1878  provided  that  Mfs.  Draper  and  Mr. 
Fisher,  the  General  Manager  of  the  On- 
tario Bank,  the  executrix  and  executor 
to  the  will,  should,  and  they  were  re- 
quired to  join  in  the  title.  The  town  of 
Whitby  refused  to  take  the  property. 
Mrs.  Draper  died  last  year,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  remaining  executor  could 
not  make  a  title.  This  Bill  was  intio- 
duced  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
do  so,  and  was  passed  through  the 
House  of  Commons  unanimously.  It 
is  simply  carrying  out  the  Act  of  1878. 
There  are  certain  rights  in  the  property 
which  are  reserved  to  the  Government, 
which  are  well  secured  in  the  Act  of 
1878,  and  the  present  Bill  does  not 
change  these  in  any  respect.  The  Gov- 
ernment have  the  right  to  assume  the 
works  whenever  they  see  fit,  by  return- 
ing the  value  of  the  property  as  decided 
upon  by  arbitration.  The  property,  was 
improved  a  good  deal  by  Mr.  Draper, 
who  had  erected  upon  it  a  steam  elevator, 
and  had  done  a  good  deal  of  dredging 
and  other  work.  I  may  add  that  the 
tolls  collected  at  that  port  are  regu- 
lated by  statute,  so  that  they  cannot  be 
advanced,  though  they  may  be  lowered, 
without  legislation.  The  (Government 
have  a  claim  of,  I  think,  $10,000  on  the 
property,  and  I  have  been  informed  that 
all  the  payments  have  been  made  promptly, 
with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  last 
one,  and  I  think  that  has  been  left  in 
abeyance  until  the  sale   is  consummated. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  do  not  rise 
to  detain  the  House  with  any  remarks, 
but  if  you  are  going  to  provide  for  a  con- 
tingency, I  think  it  is  just  as  well,  if  the 
Bill  is, passed,  to  provide  for  every  such 
contingency  completely  and  absolutely. 
For  instance,  David  Fisher,  the  sole 
remaining  executor  of  this  will,  may  die 
himself,  intestate,  before  the  property  is 
sold,  and  there  should  be  a  provision  by 
which  somebody  else  may  be  authorized 
to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  Act. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELI^ 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  proposed  the 
Bill  for  the  consideration  .  of  the  House 
was  good  enough  to  shew  it  to  me,  and 
I  told  him  that  I  could  see  no  objection 
to  it  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  remedy- 
ing a  difficulty  in  which  these  people 
are  landed  by  the  death  of  one  of  the 
executors.      The   Government  have   no 
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interest  in  it  further  than  to  see  the  will 
carried  out,  so  that  they  can  get  the 
balance  of  the  $10,000  that  is  due  to 
them,  so  that  I  think  all  interests  may 
be  served  by  passing  the  Bill.  Whether 
it  may  not  be  well  to  amend  it  as  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Rich- 
mond, I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  It  is, 
however,  proposed  that  the  sale  of  the 
harbor  shall  be  carried  out  at  once,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Fisher  will 
survive  long  enough  to  cany  out  the 
sale.  We  are,  none  of  us,  certain  of 
surviving  even  that  long,  however,  and 
it  may  be  desirable  that  provision 
may  be  made  in  the  direction  suggested. 

Hon.  ^tr.  MTLLEIU-The  Bill  would 
not  be  required  at  all  if  the  sale  is  ex- 
pected to  be  made  before  Mr.  Fisher's 
death. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
One  of  the  executors  is  dead  already,  and 
it  requires  the  two  to  make  the  title. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON— The  sale  has 
been  a  hoaa  fidt  one.  A  company  has 
been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing the  property,  and  they  are  only 
waiting  for  this  Bill  to  close  the 
matter.  I  might  add  that  I  was 
named  by  Mr.  Draper  as  one  of  his 
executors,  but,  from  my  age,  and  living  at 
some  distance  from  Whitby,  I  renounced 
the  trust.  I  know  also,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  Mr.  Fisher  has  made  his  will, 
and  made  it  very  carefully,  and  I  know 
the  parties  who  have  been  named  as  his 
executors. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


JOIKT  COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING. 
NINTH    REPORT. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  the  ninth  report  of.  the  Joint 
Committiee  on  Printing. 

Thd  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BIVlfiBE  DU  LOUP  BRANCH  PURCHASE 
BILL. 

SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (81)  "  To  con- 
firm the  purchase  by  the  Dominion  of  a 
portion  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway, 
and  the  agreement  made  with  the  Grand 
Trunk  Bail  way  Company  of  Canada  with 
EoTi.  Svr  Alex,  CamfbeU, 


respect  thereto."  He  said  :  Last  session 
the  Government  were  authorized  to  ac- 
quire that  portion  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  which  lies  between  the  city  of 
Quebec  and  Riviere  du  Loup.  The  pur- 
chase was  made  under  the  agreement 
which  is  embodied  in  this  Bill,  but  it 
has  been  thought  desirable  that  the 
agreement  should  be  incorporated  in  an 
act  of  Parliament,  and  that  the  title  of 
the  Crown  to  the  railway  which  has  been 
purchased  should  be  pronounced  free  of 
all  charges  and  encumbrances.  There 
are  many  liens  which  affect  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  as  a  whole,  which  have 
been  waived  by  that  Company  and  its 
creditors.  The  title  is  considered  perfect, 
but,  by  way  of  further  precaution,  it  is 
considered  desirable  by  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  to  incorporate  the  agree- 
ment in  an  act  of  Parliamen'j. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  6  p.m. 


THE  SENATE, 

Tuesday,  April  20th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock.  . 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

CANADA  TEMPERANCE  ACT    (1878) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (K),  "  To  amend  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act  of  1878." 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  that  those 
who  had  read  the  amendments  which 
appeared  on  the  order  paper  would  say 
that,  if  they  were  adopted,  very  little  of 
the  original  Bill  would  remain.  It  had 
been  a  question  in  his  mind  whether  to 
withdraw  the  Bill  or  to  propose  the 
amendments  in  this  way ;  but  he  had 
concluded  to  amend  the  Bill.  The 
changes  were  not  very  important,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  they  might  be  con- 
sidered, in  one  sense,  necessary. 
On  the  following  new  section : — 
"4th.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  the 
Royalty  of  Charlottetown,  in  Prince  Edward 
Island,  shall  be  deemed  a  part  of  the  County 
of  Queen's  Coimty,  and  if  a  petition  for  the 
bringing  the  second  pari;  of  the  said  Act  into 
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force  in  Queen's  County  be  submitted  to  the 
Electors,  those  whose  right  to  vote  is  in 
respect  of  property  or  residence  in  the  said 
Boyalty  shall  Tote  at  such  polling  place  or 
places  as  the  Beturning  Officer  may  appoint  in 
the  same  Royalty,  and  their  votes  shall  be 
added  to  those  taken  in  and  for  the  said 
County." 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  that,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Temperance  Act  of  1878, 
the  elections  were  to  be  held  in  counties 
or  cities.  Now,  it  appeared  that  the 
Royalty  at  Charlottetown,  which  was  a 
strip  of  land  lying  about  the  city,  for 
some  purposes  belonged  to  the  city,  and 
for  others,  to  the  county,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered not  to  be  a  portion  of  the  city 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Temperance  Act. 
A  legal  gentleman  from  Charlottetown 
had  suggested  this  amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  said  that 
the  Royalty  was  a  cii-cle  of  some  three 
miles  about  Charlottetown,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which  had  always  voted  in  the 
city,  lb  was  not  in  the  county  at  all. 
The  only  doubt  that  he  '  entertained 
about  the  propriety  of  this  amendment 
was  that  there  were  two  or  three 
breweries  in  the  Royalty,  and  it  seemed 
hardly  fair  to  those  who  had  invested 
capital  in  them,  to  introduce  such  an 
amendment  without  due  notice. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  the  following  new  section  : — . 

*<  5th.  The  provisions  of  the  said,  « The 
Canada  Temperance  Act,  1878,'  relating  to 
matters  preliminary  to  the  publication  of  an 
Order  in  Council  under  the  96th  section 
thereof,  declaring  the  second  part  of  the  said 
Act  to  be  in  force,  and  take  effect  in  any 
county  or  city,  shall  be  deemed  directory 
only,  and  no  such  Orders  in  Council  shall  be 
held  void  or  voidable  on  account  of  any  irre- 
gularity or  omission  of  any  matter  or  thing 
preliminary  to  the  publication  oi  such  Order 
in  CoimcU.  And  a  copy  of  the  Canada 
OazetUy  purporting  to  be  printed  by  the 
Queen's  Printer,  in  which  such  Order  in  Ooun- 
cil  is  published,  shall  be  received  as  evidence 
of  the  making  and  publication  of  said  Order 
in  Council  in  ^1  courts  and  places  whatsoever." 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  explained  that 
this  clause  would  bar  any  objection  to 
irregularities  which  might  have  occurred 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Order  in 
Council^  or  its  publication. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  the  very  com- 
prehensive and  sweeping  character  of  this 
amendment.  The  provisions  of  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act -relating  to  mat- 
H<m.  Mr.  Atkins. 


ters  preliminaiy  to  the  Order  in  Council, 
under  the  96th  section,  extended  all  the 
way  from  the  4th  section  to  the  96th, 
and  this  amendment,  by  one  swoop,  took 
away  the  protection  of  the  public  from 
any  irregularity,  and  nob  only  any  ir- 
regularity, but  any  omission  in  the  entire 
proceedings  preliminary  to  the  Order  in 
Council.  The  sections  from  the  4th  to 
the  57th  related  to  preliminaries  prior 
to  the  final  vote  being  taken,  and  in- 
cluded the  petition,  the'  publication  of 
the  proclamation,  the  qusJification  of 
voters,  the  fixing  of  polling  stations,  lists 
of  voters,  the  providing  of  the  manner  of 
voting,  the  counting  of  votes  and  all 
cognate  matters.  The  sections  from  the 
56th  to  the  95th  applied  to  the  subse- 
quent proceedings  before  the  Order  in 
Council  was  made,  including  the  very 
large  questions  of  the  scrutiny  of  votes, 
the  preservation  of  the  i)eace  at  elec- 
tions, treating,  bribery  and  the  per- 
sonation of  voters.  All  these  pre- 
cautions were  substantially  swept 
away  by  the  general  provision 
which  the  House  was  now  asked  to 
adopt  ]  and,  not  content  with  this  clause, 
the  Secretary  of  State  proposed  another 
to  give  it  a  retroactive  operation.  The 
effect  of  the  last  of  these  new  clauses 
would  be  to  prevent  any  irregularity  or 
omission  in  any  election  proceedings  that 
had  heretofore  taken  place,  or  in  the 
Order  in  Council  that  had  been  issued, 
from  being  questioned.  Perhaps  the 
feeling  in  regard  to  this  question  was 
such  that  the  Secretary  of  State  might 
be  justified  in  expecting  that  the  House 
would  be  prepared  to  enact  anything  . 
that  might  carry  out  the  views  of  those 
who  approved  of  this  celebrated  Temper- 
ance Act.  The  effect  of  that  Act,  en- 
dorsed as  it  had  recently  been  by  the 
highest  tribunal  in  the  Dominion  as  to 
its  constitutionality,  had  been  (even  in 
the  short  time  since  that  decision  had 
been  given)  to  create  dire  confusion  in 
the  Maritime  Provinces,  and  to  leave  the 
tribunals  there  uncertain  whether  there 
were  any  licenses  at  all  in  forc»  in  those 
provinces.  Because,  if  it  really  was  the 
case  that  the  Dominion  Parliament  had 
the  exclusive  power  to  legislate  on  all 
those  subjects,  then  the  local  legislatures 
had  no  power  to  pass  license  laws.  The 
licences  themselves  were  inoperative,  and 
doubts  arose   whether  people  could  be 
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prosecuted  for  selling  even  without 
licenses.  The  consequences  of  this  the 
House  might  learn  if  they  chose  to  read 
the  papers  from  the  Maritime  Provinces. 
This  shewed  the  necessity  of  exercising 
great  caution  in  this  matter  before  pass- 
ing a  sweeping  clause  which  would  practi- 
cally strike  out  of  the  Temperance  Act  of 
1878,  92  of  its  sections,  and  leave  it  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Crovernor  in  Council 
of  the  day,  protected  by  the  opinion 
of  the  ^Tinister  of  Justice,  whoever  he 
might  be,  to  give  force  and  effect 
to  any  decision,  no  matter  how  arrived 
at,  no  matter  whether  made  by  people 
who  had  no  right  to  vote,  or  whether 
every  provision  in  the  Act  had  been 
omitted  to  be  carried  out.  That  was  the 
sweeping  effect  of  this  amendment,  and, 
under  these  circumstances,  he  thought  be 
was  justified  in  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  it.  This  legislation 
was  not  only  important  in  itself,  but  it 
was  new,  and  the  House  ought  not  be 
asked  to  pass  such  a  sweeping  clause,  es- 
pecially when  it  was  retroactive  in  its 
effect,  a  principle  in  legislation  which 
had  hitherto  been  held  in  abhorrence  in 
the  Senate,  as  it  should  be. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL  said  that,  if  he 
allowed  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Amherst  to  pass  unchallenged,  the 
House  might  well  hesitate  before  adopt- 
ing these  amendments.  But  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  entirely  ignored  the  many 
safeguards  in  the  public  interest  pro- 
vided by  the  Act  of  1878.  So  far  from 
this  amendment  sweeping  away  the  [ 
clauses  from  the  4th  to  the  96th,  it  in  no 
way  interfered  with  them,  but  was  simply 
intended  to  remedy  certain  defects  in  the 
law  and  make  it  work  more  smoothly. 
Sixty  days  must  elapse  between  the  vot- 
ing under  the  Act  and  the  issuing  of  the 
proclamation,  in  order  to  afford  the 
amplest  opportunity  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Governor  in  Council  to  any  irregu- 
larities in  the  proceedings,  and  it  was  to 
be  presumed  that  the  Privy  Council 
would  pay  due  regard  to  the  public  in- 
terests.. The  most  careful  supervision 
would  undoubtedly  be  exercised  over  all 
the  steps  taken  to  bring  the  Act  into 
fore&  It  had  been  so  in  the  case  of  the 
•County  of  Lambton,  the  only  place  in 
Ontario  where  the  Act  had  yet  been 
adopted.  The  friends  of  the  temperance 
movement  in  that  couity  were  disposed  | 
Bon,  Mr,  Dickey, 


to  think  that  the  Secretary  of  State, 
though  known  to  be  friendly  to  the 
cause,  was  too  particular,  and  was  throw- 
ing unnecessary  difficulties  in  their  way. 
He  (Mr.  Vidal)  was  constmned  to  admit 
that  the  position  assumed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  that  instance  was  the 
right  one,  because  it  shut  out  all  possible 
complaint  against  the  regularity  of  tho 
preliminary  steps  to  the  proceedings  that 
were  subsequently  tasen.  The  same 
jealous  care  would  be  exercised  by  any 
Grovemment  that  might  be  in  power, 
and  would  afford  ample  protection  against 
any  of  the  irregularities  that  had  been 
spoken  of.  A  fruitful  source  of  difficulty 
in  working  the  Temperance  Act  of  1864, 
familiarly  known  as  the  Dunkin  Act, 
had  been  the  liability  to  have  the  pro- 
ceedings taken  under  some  of  the  many 
provisions  called  in  question,  and  it 
was  thought  desirable,  if  effect  was 
to  be  given  to  the  Act  of  1878,  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  vexations 
litigation  on  its  minor  details.  He  held 
that,  when  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  Act  were  complied  with  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Governor  in  Council,  and  a 
proclamation  was  issued,  it  would  not  be 
right  or  proper  to  thwart  the  will  of  the 
people  on  some  mere  technical  matter. 
His  impression  was  that  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  were  sufficiently 
guarded,  and  that  the  public  interests 
would  in  no  way  be  jeopardized  by  the 
adoption  of  these  amendments. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  concurred,  in  the 
main,  in  the  proposed  amendments. 
They  covered  cases  that  had  necessarily 
arisen  from  the  working  of  the  Act,  and 
could  not  in  any  sense  have  been  antici- 
pated when  it  was  framed.  The  parti- 
cular paragraph  to  which  exception  was 
taken  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Amherst 
was  one  which  he  (Mr.  Scott)  thought 
should  be  introduced  into  tho  Bill.  He 
did  not  r^ard  it  as  the  disturbing  ele- 
ment that  it  had  been  pictured.  On  the 
contrary,  several  clauses  of  the  Temper- 
ance Act  made  provision  for  careful 
investigation  of  any  allegations  made 
by  parties  opposed  to  its  introduction. 
The  first  stage  was  the  presentation  of 
the  petition  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
who,  under  this  Act,  was  clothed  with 
judicial  power.  When  he  pronounced 
the  papers  regular,  they  could  not  be 
questioned.      That  weis  no  new  power. 
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The  leader  of  the  House  had,  no  doubt, 
been  many  times  called  upon  to  give 
judicial  decisions  in  past  years,  when 
acting  as  Coirmissioner  of  Crown  Lands, 
and  the  courts  invariably  recognized 
them  as  such.  "When  the  petition  was 
presented  due  notice  was  given,  and 
'  ample  opportunity  was  afforded  to 
parties  who  dissented  from  it  to 
appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
He  wafi  the  sole  judge  as  to  the  regu- 
larity of  the  petition,  and  from  his  deci- 
sion there  was  no  appeal.  Up  to  that 
point,  therefore,  the  clause  under  con- 
sideration could  have  no  possible  bearing 
upon  the  Act.  The  next  step  was  the 
scnitiny  of  the  votes,  which  must  be  con- 
ducted, not  before  a  member  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  before  a  Judge  of  the  land, 
clothed  with  power  to  investigate 
whether  the  vote  was  legally  taken.  The 
machinery  for  voting  under  this  Ace 
was,  as  nearly  as  possible,  analagous  to 
that  by  which  the  will  of  the  people  was 
ascertained  in  the  election  of  a  member 
to  serve  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
After  the  passage  of  the  Order  in  Council 
a  considerable  time  must  elapse — possibly 
a  year,  but  not  less  than  ninety  days — 
a  sort  of  interregnum  when  no  step  could 
be  taken  and  an  opportunity  was  given 
to  rectify  any  errors  which  might  have 
been  made,  by  appeal  to  the  Governor  in 
Council  or  the  courts.  Then  followed 
the  final  proceedings.  No  local  authority 
could  be  controverted  ;  while  there  was 
any  license  in  force  the  Act  could  not 
pi'evail.  He  did  not  place  his  opinion 
in  the  scale  against  that  of  the  Minister 
of  Justice,  but  he  was  inclined  to  think 
that  as  soon  as  the  Order  in  Chuncil 
was  issued,  bringing  the  second  part  of 
the  Act  into  operation,  it  was  not  sub- 
ject to  revision  by  the  courts.  While  ho 
(Mr.  Scott)  thought  the  amendments 
were  very  proper,  as  having  a  quieting 
effect  by  removing  all  doubt  and  pre- 
venting litigation,  that  was  his  opinion. 
The  time  allowed  for  investigating  those 
various  questions  was  ample  in  his  judg- 
ment, somewhat  larger  than  it  should 
have  been  ;  though,  possibly,  it  was  wise 
to  give  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
trade  an  opportunity  of  selling  out  the 
stock  they  had  on  hand  and 
going  into  some  other  business, 
and  to  give  those  who  opposed 
the  measure  time  to  find  fault 
lion.  Mr.  ScoU. 


with  technical  points  that  might  be  in- 
volved in  bringing  the  Act  into  opera- 
tion. He  believed  that  when  Parlia- 
ment passed  the  96th  clause  of  tho 
Temperance  Act,  they  intended  that, 
once  the  proclamation  was  issued,  no  ex- 
ception could  be  taken  to  any  antecedent 
stage. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  believed  that  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
but,  as  there  were  some  doubts  on  the 
subject,  it  was  thought  better  to  quiet 
them  by  this  legislation. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  that,  if  he  were 
to  give  an  opinion  upon  it,  he  would  say 
that  once  the  proclamation  was  issued, 
all  that  had  been  dope  before  was,  pre- 
sumably, done  correctly ;  that  Parliar 
ment  decreed  this  law  should  be  enforced 
upon  certain  contingencies  happening, 
and  that  the  last  contingency  having 
happened,  the  law  was  in  force  as  abso- 
lutely as  any  act  of  Parliament.  ' 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKTNS  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee was  indebted  to  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Amherst  for  having  called  attention 
to  this  particular  clause.  It  was  in- 
tended to  deal  not  merely  with  future 
cases,  but  also  with  some  difficulties 
which  had  occurred  in  the  past ;  as,  for 
instance,  the  polling  in  Lambton  during 
the  local  election,  and  bringing  the  Act 
into  force  in  a  New  Brunswick  county 
where  there  were  no  licenses  issued  at 
all.  It  was  important  that  these  cases 
should  be  covered,  and  that  was  why  this 
Bill  was  construed  as  a^  part  of  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  that  the  two 
cases  referred  to  were  covered  by  the 
Bill  as  it  stood,  but  this  clause  was  a 
new  provision  entii^ely.  The  hon.  Sena- 
tor from  Sarnia  (Mr.  Vidal)  had  an- 
swered himself  as  to  the  necessity  of  this, 
legislation  when  he  said  that  the  present 
Secretary  of  State  had  exorcised  the 
utmost  care  in  examining  into  all  those 
provisions.  Why  then  was  it  necessary 
to  have  this  legislation  at  all,  especially 
if  the  contention  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  (Mr.  Scott)  was  correct, 
that  the  old  Act  itself  pro- 
vided all  that  was  necessary.  It  was 
quite  true  that  the  Statute  declared  that 
the  Grovemment  must  be  satisfied  with  the 
regularity  of  petitions  and  the  qualifioa- 
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lions  of  petitioners  before  they  could 
take  another  step.  It  was  necessary 
that  discretion  should  be  given  to  some- 
body to  see  that  it  was  not  a  sham  pro- 
ceeding. Then,  coming  to  the  scrutiny  of 
votes,  it  was  eminently  necessary  that 
this  duty  should  be  left  to  a  judge.  No- 
body found  fault  with  that  legislation, 
because  it  was  on  all  fours  with  our  elec- 
tion laws.  The  effect  of  the  last  clause 
would  be  to  make  the  Governor  in  Coun- 
cil a  Court  of  Appeal,  and,  under  the 
circumstances,  he  thought  the  House 
should  interfere,  and  not  give,  for  the 
first  time,  power  such  as  this  to  the 
^  Government.  With  regard  to  the  judi- 
cial decisions  of  ministers  upon  certain 
points, — in  Crown  land  cases,  for  in- 
stance,—an  appeal  could  be  had  to  a 
court  of  law  ;  but  here  it  was  made  abso- 
lutely clear  that  no  election  should  be 
questioned  by  reason  of  an  irregularity  or 
omission.  That  was  a  species  of  legis- 
lation which  ought  not  to  pass  this 
House. 

Hon.  Mr.  YIUAL  said  that  sixty  days 
were  allowed  for  the  very  purpose  of 
looking  into  these  things. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  been  answered  on 
that  point  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion- The  delay  was  to  allow  dealers  to 
get  rid  of  their  stock.  It  never  could 
have  been  to  allow  persons  who  might 
reside  a  thousand  miles  from  the  capital 
to  come  to  Ottawa  to  oppose  the  Act. 

Hon.  Mr.  YIDAL  said  that  the  por- 
tion of  the  Act  referred  to  was  designed 
especially  to  afford  parties  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  make  complaints  as  to  irregu- 
larities in  voting,  etc.,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  letting  people  get  out  of  the 
business  was  what  fixed  the  ninety  days. 
There  was,  therefore,  a  period  of  five 
complete  months  between  the  day  of 
polluig  and  the  putting  of  the  Act  in 
lorce,  and  tjhe  first  sixty  days  of  that 
period  were  designed  expressly  to  afford 
the  amplest  opportunity  for  investiga- 
tion into  irregularities  connected  with 
the  polling. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  to  add  the 
following  as  a  new  section : — 

*<  6ih.  This  Act  and  the  Act  hereby  amend- 
ed shall  be  construed  as  one  Act,  and  as  if 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  had  formed  part  of 

Hon,  Mr,  I>ickey, 


the  Act  hereby  amended  when  the  same  was 
originally  enacted." 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  it  was  a  bad 
precedent  to  establish.  The  hon.  Secre- 
tary of  State  should  be  satisfied  to  take 
powers  for  the  future,  without  making 
them  retroactive. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  tha^  the 
Committee  rise  and  report  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  amendments  asked  for  by  the  Mani- 
toba branch  of  the  Alliance.  The  Tem- 
perance Act  had  certainly  been  doing 
wonders  for  that  Province,  and  it  was 
but  right  to  assist  as  much  as  possible 
the  efforts  of  those  who  were  working 
for  the  abolition  of  intemperance  in 
Manitoba.  He  had  received  from  his 
constituents  a  memorandum  explaining 
the  difficulties  that  were  in  the  way  of 
putting  the  law  into  operation  in  Mani- 
toba, which  he  had  submitted  to  those 
hon.  members  who  were  more  specially 
charged  with  this  legislation,  and  he 
would  respectfully  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  if  the  amendments  asked  for  by 
the  people  of  that  Province  were  includ- 
ed in  the  Bill ) 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  they  were 
not,  and  for  this  reason  :  it  was  supposed 
it  was  not  necessary  that  any  l^;isiation 
should  take  place  here  in  reference  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  Act  passed  last  year. 
Provision  was  made  that,  in  the  Province 
of  Manitoba,  four  or  five  counties,  with 
the  City  of  Winnipeg,  should  form  a 
county  for  the  purposes  of  this  Temper- 
ance Act,  but,  notwithstanding  the  legis- 
lation that  had  taken  place  in  Manitoba, 
these  coimties  still  remained  intact, 
although  they  had  been  officially  divided 
for  municipal  purposes. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL  thought  the  people 
of  Manitoba  would  do  him  the  justice  of 
admitting  that  he  was  exceeding  anxious 
that  every  opportunity  should  be  afford- 
ed them  to  put  this  law  into  operation. 
Last  year  an  amendment  to  the  Temper- 
ance Act  was  passed  in  order  to  remove 
a  difficulty  and  to  give  the  people  of 
Manitoba  an  opportunity  of  bringing  it 
into  force  in  that  Province  ;  that  amend- 
ing Act  contained  a  proviso  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : — 
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«  Provided  always  that  at  any  future  time, 
when  the  said  Province  shall  have  been  divid- 
ed into  counties,  and  a  regpilar  municipal 
organization  established  in  each  of  the  then 
counties,  the  said  Act,  as  it  now  stands,  shall 
be  applied  to  the  then  counties,  as  in  the 
other  provinces  of  the  Dominion." 

It  happened  that  during  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature  of  Manitoba,  held  a 
few  weeks  ago,  an  Act  was  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  dividing  the  Province  into  a 
number  of  counties,  and  the  friends  of  the 
Temperance  Act,  who  were  desirous  of 
bringing  it  into  force,  were  alarmed  lest 
its  provisions  should  interfere  with  the 
adoption  of  the  law  in  the  five  existing 
counties,  and  had  asked  to  have  that 
proviso  repealed.  After  a  good  deal  of 
conversation  with  the  Deputy  Minister 
of  Justice,  who  had  very  kindly  aided 
him  in  this  matter,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  request  that  had  been 
made  by  the  Manitoba  branch  of  the 
Alliance  might  be  declined  without  doing 
any  injury  to  the  cause  in  that  Province. 
The  Statute  recently  enacted  there  pro- 
vided that  the  Province  should  remain, 
as  heretofore,  divided  into  five  counties, 
each  of  which  should  comprise  several 
sub-divisions  of  counties,  and,  when  any 
of  the  sub-divisions  became  sufficiently 
populated,  they  co4ild,  by  adopting  a  cer- 
tain course  of  procedure,  become 
separate  counties.  There  was  nothing  in 
this  Local  Act  to  interfere  with  the 
amendment  of  last  year,  and  he  there- 
fore thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  intro- 
duce the  amendment  which  had  been 
asked  for. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK,  from  the  Com- 
mittee,  rei)orted  the  Bill  with  several 
amendments. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKTNS  moved  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK  asked  if  the  abolition 
of  the  county  court  judges  in  British 
Ck>lumbia  would  have  any  effect  on  the 
operation  of  this  law  in  that  Province  1 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  his  impres- 
fiion  was  that  it  would  not. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  thought  that 
the  judges  who  were  to  be  appointed 
under  the  Act  of  this  session, 
in  British  Columbia,  would  be  county 
court  judges. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  they  would 
perform  the  work  of  county  cou re  judges. 
II(m.  3fr.  Vidal. 


The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  Bill 
was  ordered  for  third  reading  to-morrow. 

VILLE  MARIE  BANK  BILL. 
THIRD   READING 

Hon.  Mr.  TAUDEL  moved  concur- 
rence in  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Select  Committee  on  Banking  and  Com- 
merce to  Bill  (D)  "  To  authorize  the  wind- 
ing up  of  the  Bank  Ville  Marie,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  capital  stock.'' 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in 
and  the  Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and 


MANITOBA  LAND  CLAIMS  BILL. 
THIRD   READING. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (94)  "  An  Act  for  the 
final  settlement  of  claims  to  lands  in 
Manitoba  by  occupancy  jimder  the  Act 
33  Vict.  chap.  3." 

HoYi.  Mr.  AIKINS  said,  in  rep'y  to 
the  question  put  to  him  the  other  day  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Manitoba  (Mr. 
Girard),  as  to  what  course  the  Govern- 
ment was  likely  to  take  in  reference  to 
staked  claims,  that  the  decision  of  the 
Government  waa  rather  against  those 
claims.  The  question  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Minister  oi  Justice,  who 
had  given  an  unqualified  decision  that 
the  claims  could  not"  be  entertained. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD  contended  that 
it  was  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice  to  decide  against 
some  of  those  claims,  where  parties  were 
now  in  possession,  as  they  would  have 
recourse  to  the  ordinary  courts  of  law, 
and,  no  doubt,  some  proceedings  would  be 
necessary  in  the  future  to  decide  this 
very  painful  question.  There  would  be 
dissatisfaction  throughout  the  whole 
Province  if  fin  arbitrary  decision  in  that 
way  were  to  override  the  law  of  Mani- 
toba. All  that  the  people  wanted  waa 
what  was  in  conformity  with  the  law  ; 
and,  while  they  had  great  respect  for  the 
decisions  of  the  Minister  of  Justice,  or  of 
his  deputy,  they  would  consider  that  this 
was  not  the  law  of  the  land.  So  long  a^ 
that  decision  was  not  in  accordance  with 
the  law  of  the  land,  the  people  would 
have  the  right,  from  time  to  time,  to 
claim  from  &e  Government  the  exercise 
of  their  just  rights. 
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Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  be  might  be 
permitted  to  congratulate  the  hon.  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  conclusion  he 
had  reached  in  this  matter.  There  was 
a  time  in  the  memory  of  hon*  gen- 
tlemen when  he  (Mr.  Scott)  had  given 
a*  similar  answer  to  this,  in  reply  to 
the  same  question,  for  which  be  had 
been  severely  criticized  and  condemned. 
On  that  occasion  his  hon.  friend's  col- 
league (Sir  Alexander  Campbell)  had 
adopted  a  benevolent  role,  and  thought 
that  the  Government  were  exceedingly 
narrow  and  hard-hearted  in  not  recog- 
nizing those  staked  claims ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Scott)  was  very  glad  to  find  that  his 
hon.  friend  had  arrived  at  this  decision, 
because,  when  claims  of  that  very  frail 
character  were^recognized,  it  opened  the 
door  for  the  loss  of  very  valuable  por- 
tions of  the  Crown  domain.  The 
tendency  of  the  Government  was  to 
regard  with  very  great  leniency 
any  substantial  claim  to  Crown  lands. 
His  own  experience  had  led 
him  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Crown,  as  a  lule,  looked  most  leniently 
upon  all  applications  of  that  sort,  and 
very  properly  so ;  and  they  were  always 
disposed  to  act  liberaUy  and  justly  on 
any  fair  or  reasonable  claim  that  might 
come  under  the  notice  of  the  particular 
Minister  who  was  charged  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject.  The  question 
of  staked  claims  was  of  too  large  a  char- 
acter and  the  lands  involved  were 
too  valuable  to  warrant  the  Government 
to  come  to  any  other  conclusion.  His 
experience  was  that  people  who  had 
staked  claims  generally  had  other  claims  ; 
and  that  the  squatters  in  Manitoba,  when 
they  found  the  coimtry  was  passing  into 
other  hands,  endeavored  to  squat  as 
much  as  possible,  and  cover  as  large  an 
area  of  ground  as  they  could. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
use  which  the  ex-Secretary  of  State  (Mr. 
Scott)  has  made  of  our  change  of  posi- 
tion is  a  perfectly  fair  retort,  and  1 
acknowledge  the  good  spirit  in  which  it 
is  made.  The  hon.  gentleman  knows 
well  the  difference  between  being  on  this 
side  of  the  House  and  on  that.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Government  have  been 
ready  to  give  the  hon.  member  from 
Manitoba  an  opportunity  of  urging 
these  claims,  which  he  has  advocated  in 
years  past,  not  that  the  claims  cm  be 
Bon,  3fr,  Girard, 


allowed  as  far  as  we  know,  but  that  the 
parties  who  hold  them  should  be  allowed 
an  opportunity  of  pressing  other  claims 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Government^ 
and  what  I  formerly  supported  my  hon. 
friend  from  Manitoba  in,  was  that  they 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so 
in  the  way  which  was  most  convenient 
to  those  who  held  the  claims.  My  feel- 
ing at  the  time  was  this :  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Manitoba  was  simply 
anxious  to  be  heard  upon  the  point,  and 
that  the  Government  of  that  day  were 
taking  the  position  that  these  parties 
could  not  well  be  heard,  and  that  if  there 
was  any  action  to  be  taken,they  could  only 
be  heard  under  the  then  law,  without 
the  additional  remedy  which  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Manitoba  was  at  that  time 
urging  upon  the  House. .  I  had  always 
been  anxious  to  support  my  hon.  Mend 
(Mr.  Girard)  in  all  those  questions  for 
the  advantages  of  the  Province  from 
which  he  comes,  and  I  entirely  sympa- 
thise with  the  hon.  gentleman  in  his 
exertions  on  behalf  of  the  people  whom 
he  represents. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  his  own  feeling 
had  always  been  that  claims  of  this  kind 
should  be  treated  in  the  most  liberal 
spirit  whenever  there  was  any  ground 
for  them,  and  he  had  a  most  distinct 
recollection  of  telling  the  hon.  member 
for  Manitoba  that  the  Government  were 
prepared  to  judge  each  individaal 
case  on  its  merits,  and  he  had 
himself  directed  Colonel  Denms  to 
investigate  every  claim  of  that  kind 
that  was  especially  brought  under 
his  notice.  They  were  not  claims  that 
involved  the  cultivated  or  improved 
lands,  but  were  simply  claims  that  had 
been  staked  out  immediately  before  the 
Federal  Government  took  charge  of  the 
country.  He  did  not  think  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Manitoba  could  point  out 
a  single  case  where  any  subsequent  im- 
provement had  been  made  by  tho  claim- 
ant, either  by  the  erection  of  houses  or 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  in  which  the 
claim  had  not  been  recognized.  At  all 
events  he  had  given  him  (Mr.  Girard) 
the  assurance  that  every  facility  would 
be  afforded  for  each  individual  claim 
to  be  considered  on  its  own  merits. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD  regretted  that 
some  provision  had  not  been  introduced 
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into  this  Bill  for  the  settlement  of  these 
claims.  What  he  bad  contended  for 
three  or  four  years  ago  was  the  same  as 
he  now  contended  for.  Ho  was  asking 
for  justice,  and  all  he  wanted  was  that 
those  claims  should  be  submitted  to  the 
proper  tribunal.  What  he  blamed  the 
Government  for  in  former  years  was  that 
these  claimants,  who  were  owners  of 
property  for  which  they  were  taxed 
as  proprietors,  and  were  considered 
as  such,  had  not  been  granted  a 
title.  It  was  not  right  to  allow  pro- 
perty to  continue  in  that  state,  as  the 
owners  were  constantly  exposed  to  the 
loss  of  their  money,  and  it  was  very  well 
known  that  immense  sums  of  money  had 
been  lost  in  that  way  up  to  the  present 
time,  as  immigrants  had  purchased 
from  the  owners,  relying  upon  the  good 
faith  of  the  people  who  sold,  and  the 
liberality  of  the  Grovemment  to  grant 
proper  titles.  He  hoped  that  the  good- 
will extended  to  him  by  the  hon.  the 
Minister  of  Militia  and  the  hon.  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  past  would  con- 
tinue, and  that  they  would  assist  him  in 
obtaining  justice  for  those  who  were  in 
the  position  he  had  described.  He  would 
ask  the  Government  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter as  a  simple  question  of  justice,  and  to 
have  it  submitted  to  the  proper  tribunal. 
What  he  had  asked  from  the  former 
Government  was,  that  these  different 
cases  shoxdd  be  submitted  to  the  Com- 
missioner appointed  to  decide  conflicting 
claims.  The  decision  of  such  a  tribunal 
would  give  satisfaction ;  but  if  this  Bill 
contained  no  provision  for  the  settlement 
of  those  claims,  it  would  not  give  satis- 
faction to  the  people  of  Manitoba. 

Hon.  Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  there 
were  a  great  many  claims  that  were  not 
exactly  ''  staked  "  claims,  as  the  parties 
had  made  certain  improvements,  and 
they  were  in  the  same  difficulty  as  parties 
who  had  merely  staked  claims.  He  did 
not  know  how  it  was,  or  for  what  reason, 
but,  notwithstanding  the  representations 
made  by  the  members  from  that  Province, 
there  was  a  great  number  of  claims 
remaining  unsettled,  of  which  he  knew 
the  merits  himself,  which  he  consid- 
ered just  and  valid  claims.  They  had 
been  held  in  abeyance  for  the  last  eight 
years,  and  he  felt  as  strongly  in  this  mat- 
ter as  his  hon.  colleague  (Mr.  Girard) 
that  they  should  have  been  long  ago 
Hon.  Mr,  Girard. 


settled.  If  any  speedy  means  could  be 
devised  for  the  settlement  of  these 
claims,  it  should  be  adopted.  He  hoped 
that  the  Government  would  appoint  a 
special  commissioner  to  investigate  and* 
hear  those  cases  on  the  spot,  and  also 
take  evidence,  if  necessary,  as  to  the 
value  of  the  claims,  so  that  the  difficulty 
could  be  at  once  disposed  of. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  sympathised 
with  the  hon.  Senators  from  Manitoba, 
but,  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  Committee 
on  the  previous  Bill  to  amend  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act,  he  did  not  anticipate 
that  they  could  persuade  the  Government 
to  give  up  their  power  to  settle  these 
claims,  since  they  had  constituted  them- 
selves a  court  of  appeal  to  decide  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  groups  of  coun- 
ties all  over  the  Dominion. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  that  what 
was  understood  by  the  Government  as 
"  staked  claims"  was  where  parties  went 
out  on  the  prairie  and,  staked  out  for 
themselves  large  blocks  of  land  of  thou- 
sands of  acres,  on  which  they  made  no 
improvements  whatever.  This  could 
not  be  considered  a  very  strong  claim. 

Hon.  Mr.  DeBOUCHERVILLE, 
from  the  .Committee,  reported  the  Bill 
without  amendments. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  Bill 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

BIVIERE  DU  LOUP  BRANCH  PURCHASE 
BILL. 

THIRD   READING. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (81)  "  To  confirm  the 
purchase  by  the  Dominion  of  a  portion 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Kailway  and  the 
agreement  made  with  the  Grand  Trunk 
Bail  way  Company  of  Canada  with  respect 
thereto." 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee^ reported  the  Bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  Bill 
was  tead  the  third  time  and  passed. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Bill  (65)  "  To  amend  the  Acts  respect- 
ing the  Montreal  Telegraph  Company." — 
(Mr.  Ryan.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  4.40  p.m. 
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THE  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  April  21st,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o?clock. 

After  prayers  and  routine  proceedings, 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  and  Private 
Bills,  reported  Bill  (73)  "Respecting 
Port  Whitby  Haibor  Company"  without 
amendments. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and 


SAULT  BTB.  MARIE   RAILWAY. 
INQUIRY. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  inquired  :— 
^  DooB  the  Government  intend  to  take  any 
effective  measures,  daring  this  session,  for 
ensuring,  either  by  the  granting  of  a  subsidy 
or  otherwise,  the  immediate  construction  of  a 
railway  to  connect  the  south-east  end  of  Lake 
Nipissing  with  the  SauU  Ste.  Marie  ?  " 

He  said  :  As  this  matter  of  the  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  Railway  has  been  repeatedly 
brought  before  the  House,  it  will  not  be 
necessary* for  me  to  enter  into  any 
lengthy  explanations  to  justify  the 
inquiry  which  I  have  jvst  made.  On  a 
previous  occasion,  I  had  the  honor  to  lay 
before  the  Senate  my  views  on  this  mat- 
ter, and  to  give  the  strong  reasons  which 
influenced  the  people  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec  in  urging  the  commencement  of 
work  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Railway,  and,  though  I  do 
not  intend  to  enter  into  any  details,  it 
will  not  be  amiss  for  me  to  repeat 
briefly  the  reasons  which  the  people  of 
my  Province  have  for  insisting  upon  this 
work.  Every  hon.  gentleman  in  this 
House  recollects  that  this  subject  has 
been  considei^ed  of  great  importance,  not 
only  in  the  Dominion,  but  in 
England  as  well,  and  that  the 
Imperial  Government  have  taken  the 
matter  into  their  hands,  and  have 
pressed,  thruga  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  for  a  policy  that  will 
give  eflect  to  the  compact  under  which 
British  Columbia  came  into  the  Union. 
It  was,  as  hon.  gentlemen  are  aware,  con- 
sidered by  Lord  Carnarvon,  that  Canada's 
obligation  was  such,  that  no  less  a  sum 
than  $2,000,000  should  be  expended  in 
British  Columbia,  to  compensate  that 
Province  for  the  disadvantage  caused 
them  by  the  postponement,  for  a  few 
Hon.  Mr.  VidcU. 


years,  of  the  construction  of  the  railway. 
In  1878,  I  took  occasion  to  remind  the 
members  of  this  House  of  the  fact  that,  if 
our  treaty  obligations,  in  respect  to  that 
Province,  bound  us  so  solemnly  as  to 
oblige  us  to  undertake  such  a  heavy 
ex{ienditure,  they  were  not  only  binding 
in  favor  of  Biitish  Columbia,  but  also  in 
favor  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  which 
consented  to  the  agreement  only  on  the 
express  condition  that  the  Pacific  Rail- 
way should  be  commenced  at  both  ends 
simultaneously.  I  will  read  one  of  the 
resolutions  passed  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1871,  and  to  which  the  Senate 
assented.  It  will  be  found  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House  of  Commons  of  that 
session,  volume  4,  page  1 98,  and  is  as 
follows  : — 

"  The  Government  of  the  Dominion  under- 
take to  secure  the  commencement  simultan- 
eously, within  two  years  from  the  date  of  the 
Union,  of  the  construction  of  a  railway  from  the 
Pacific  towards  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
from  such  point  as  may  be  selected  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  towards  the  Pacific,  to  con- 
nect the  seaboard  of  British  Columbia  with 
the  railway  system  of  Canada,  aud  further  to 
secure  the  completion  of  such  railway  within 
ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  Union." 

It  has  always  been  understood  that  this 
solemn  treaty  bound  the  Parliament  of 
the  Dominion  not  only  in  favor  of  one 
of  the  contracting  parties,  but  of  the 
whole.  One  of  the  contracting  parties 
was  certainly  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
and  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  people 
of  that  Province  is  that  those  resolutions 
would  never  have  been  assented  to  by 
them  but  on  the  condition  that  the  work 
should  be  begun  at  the  same  time  at  the 
eastern  and  western  extremities  of  the 
railway.  Now,  hon.  gentlemen,  if  the 
rights  in  this  matter  of  some  11,000  or 
12,000  white  people,and  50,000  to  60,000 
Indians  in  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia  are  considered  of  such  import- 
ance as  to  oblige  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
to  undertake  such  a  heavy  expenditure  in 
that  Province,  are  we  not  equally  obliged 
to  keep  faith  with  the  1,500,000  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Province  of  Quebec  and  of  the 
Ottawa  Valley,  and  to  commence  the 
construction  of  the  eastern  end  of  the 
railway]  Of  course  the  people  of 
Quebec  and  of  the  Ottawa  Yalley  know 
the  position  in  which  the  country  has 
been  since  that  time,  and  they  have  been 
unwilling,  in  consideration  of  the  finan- 
cial difficulties  under  which  the  Domin- 
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ion  has  labored,  to  press  the  immediate 
execution  of  this  part  of  the  agreement, 
but  there  is  no  reason  why  our  rights 
should  be  lost  sight  of  altogether. 
Everybody  in  this  House  agrees  upon 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
immediate  construction  of  that  branch 
to  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Let  us  secure, 
either  by  a  subsidy  or  otherwise,  the 
immediate  construction  of  that  road.  It 
will,  at  all  events,  be  a  compensation  to 
Quebec.  I  would  conclude  my  remarks 
at  this  point,  but  for  a  few  words  on 
this  subject  that  fell  from  the  hon.  Sena- 
tor from  Londonderry  (Mr.  McLelan) 
the  other  day.  I  used  to  consider  that 
hon.  gentleman,  and  I  still  consider  him, 
a  high  authority  on  such  important  mat- 
ters. I  had  made  up  my  mind  that  we 
could,  on  all  subjects  of  this  kind,  adopt 
his  views  with  the  greatest  security,  but  I 
roust  say  that,  in  this  instance,  I  am 
obliged  to  differ  from  him  a  little.  The 
hon.  gentleman  has  expressed  the  view 
that  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  sacrifice 
large  sums  of  money,  say  some 
$8,000,000,  in  the  construction  of  a 
road  to  connect  our  eastern  system  of 
railways  with  the  American  railways  at 
Sault  Ste.  Marie.  I  am  ready  to  agree 
with  him  to  a  certain  extent ;  that  is,  I 
would  not  be  willing  to  recommend  the 
expenditure  of  say  $8,000,000  for  the 
immediate  construction  of  such  a 
railway  to  the  detriment  of  the 
main  line  of  the  Pacific  Bail  way, 
but  the  hon.  gentleman  has  lost 
sight  of  the  fact  that  this 
branch  railway,  purporting  to  con- 
nect at  Sault  Ste.  Mario  with  the 
American  Railways,  may  be  built,  to  a 
certain  extent,  as  part  of  the  main  line. 
Moreover,  hon.  gentlemen  know  that  the 
other  House  has  been  called  upon  to  pass 
a  bill  to  extend  the  powers  of  two  differ- 
ent companies,  to  enable  them  to  build  a 
railway  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and  it  is 
Buf&cient  to  mention  that  fact  to  shew 
the  anxiety  of  the  people  of  the  Domin- 
ion at  large  to  have  this  railway  con- 
structed, and  also  to  shew  that  the 
Government  wilL  not  be  called  upon  to 
build  this  road  as  a  public  work.  To 
that  extent  I  agree  with  the  hon.  gentle- 
man from  Londonderry  ;  but  I  think  it 
is  a  mistake  not  to  recognise  the  superior 
importance  of  this  railway  net  only  to 
eastern  parts  of  the  Dominion,  but  to 
H<m.  Mr.  Trudd. 


the  country  at  large.  The  hon.  gentle^ 
man  will  see  that,  if  this  rail- 
way were  connected  with  the  Ameri- 
can system  of  railways  in  the  Western 
States,  the  latter  would  become  feeders 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  most  important 
advantage  of  this  railway  would  be  to 
bring  through  Canadian  territory  the 
whole  of  the  export  trade  of  the  Western 
States.  When  the  Pembina  Branch  was 
built,  we  had  to  regret  the  peculiar  posi- 
tion in  which  our  North-West  was 
placed.  We  regretted  that  the  money  of 
Canada  had  to  be  expended  in  the  build- 
ing of  a  road  which  made  that  coun- 
try tributary  to  the  American  railways. 
The  construction,  however,  of  the  branch 
to  Sault  Ste.  Marie  would  have  the  effect 
of  returning  to  Canada  the  trade  which 
goes  from  our  North-West,  and  it  will  be 
the  only  way  to  secure  the  trade  which 
is  now  sent  by  the  Pembina  Branch  over 
American  railways.  Hence,  I  consider 
that  through  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
Branch,  the  Northern  Pacific,  and  all  the 
other  lines  of  the  Western  States  will 
become  tributary  to  our  Canadian  sys- 
tem of  railways  ;  and  the  eastern  pro- 
vinces, and  chiefly  Nova  Scotia,  on 
account  of  its  winter  port,  will  deiive 
the  greatest  benefit. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN — It  is  a  matter 
of  regret  to  me  to  hear  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  with- 
drawn his  confidence  in  me  in  the  matter 
of  railway  construction;  I  do  not  find 
that  there  is  very  much  difference 
between  us  when  he  comes  to  explain  his 
views.  I  contended  that  I  considered  it 
unwise  at  the  present  time  to  expend 
$8,000,000  in  constructing  that  road, 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  seems  to  be  of 
the  san^  opinion.  So  far  as  the  two  lines 
would  run  on  the  same  location,  I  agree 
with  him  that  we  might  subsidise  this 
road  for  seventy  miles,  and  let  the  work 
of  construction  go  on  ;  then,  if  it  was  not 
found  practicable  for  the  Dominion  to 
construct  an  all-rail  route,  let  the  subsidy 
be  given  to  the  Sault. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— Does  not  the 
hon.  gentleman  belie've  that  a  part  of 
this  branch  should  be  built  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN— The  seventy 
miles  common  to  both  lines  might  be 
subsidized. 
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Hon.  Sir  ALEXANDER  CAMP- 
BELL — It  seems  to  me  that  my  hon. 
friend  puts  himself  rather  too  much  in 
the  position  of  representing  a  third  party 
to  the  contract  made  at  the  time  of  the 
entrance  of  British  Columbia  into  the 
Union.  Now,  there  were  only  two  par- 
ties in  the  arrangement — the  Dominion 
of  Canada,  of  which  the  Province  of 
Quebec  is  a  part  just  as  much  as  the 
Province  of  Ontario  or  any  other  Pro- 
vince is,  on  the  one  side ;  the  other  party 
to  the  arrangement  was  British  Colum- 
bia, and  the  agreement  that  was  made 
was  as  much  by  the  Province  of  Quebec 
as  by  any  other  province  of  the 
Dominion. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— I  explained 
that  it  was  expressly  on  the  condition 
that  the  railway  would  be  built  simul- 
taneously from  both  ends  that  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec  consented  to  the  admis- 
sion of  British  Columbia  into  the  Con- 
federation. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
quite  understand  that,  but  the  arrange- 
ment that  was  made  was,  that  the  load 
should  be  commenced  in  British  Colum- 
bia and  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  simultaneously,  and  should 
connect  with  the  railway  system  of  the 
Dominion.  That  does  not  involve  all 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  infers  from  it. 
In  answer  to  .his  question,  however,  I 
beg  to  say  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Gk)vemment,  during  the  present  season, 
to  examine  the  route  carefully  westward 
from  Lake  Nipissing,  and  to  aid  by  sub- 
sidy or  otherwise,  if  necessary,  next 
session,  the  construction  of  a  railway  to 
connect  the  Canada  Central  Railway 
terminus  at  Lak6  Nipissing  with  Lake 
Superior  on  a  line,  and  with  the  'condi- 
tions to  be  fixed  by  the  GoveiTiment,  and 
the  route  to  be  settled  in  such  a  manner 
as  substantially  to  aid  in  the  eventual 
construction  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  on  the  northern  shore  of  Lake 
Superior. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  MANITOBA. 

MOTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD  moved  :— 

^  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 

His  Excellency  the  Govemor-General,  praying 

that  His  Bxcellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause  | 

Han.  Mr.  McLelan. 


to  be  laid  before  this  House,  Ist.  A  list  of  the 
applications  presented  for  Letters'  Patent, 
under  the  Act  33  Vict.,  chap.  3,  fyled  in  tiie 
Department  of  the  Interior,  or  in  the  Public 
Lands  Office  in  Winnipeg,  and  on  which  no 
action  has  been  taken  as  yet,  either  because 
the  possession  alleged  in  them  has  been  found 
insuMcient,  or  too  precarious,  or  otherwise, 
with  the  names  and  residences  of  the  appli- 
cants, and  a  statement  of  the  locality  of  each 
lot  of  land  claimed.  2nd.  A  list  of,  and  a 
statement  of  the  nature  of,  the  answers  made 
to  the  several  applicants.  3rd.  Copies  of,  or 
extracts  fh>m,  the  official  answers  made  by 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  on  the  subject 
of  these  occupancies  found  insufficient  and 
too  precarious  to  entitle  the  par  ties  to  Letters 
Patent  under  the  above  mentioned  Act,  and  ot 
all  Orders  in  Council  relating  thereto.'* 

He  said :  The  House  will  recognise  the 
importance  of  having  these  claims  settled 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  do  not  desire  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  refer- 
ring to  the  discussions  which  took  place 
on  this  subject  in  the  session  of  1878, 
and  to  the  position  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  now  leads  the  House,  from 
his  sense  of  justice,  then  took.  In  view 
of  the  opinion  that  he  expressed  at  that 
time,  and  the  sympathy  shewn  by  the 
Senate,  which  I  am  sure  I  shall  always 
gratefully  remember,  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  Grovemment  will  do  justice  to  the 
parties  interested  in  these  claims.  All 
that  these  claimants  want  is  justice.  They 
contend  that  they  should  not  be  deprived 
of  their  lands  without  being  allow^  an 
opportunity  to  furnish  proof  of  the  val- 
idity of  their  claims,  and  that  they  should 
in  all  cases  have  the  benefit  of  any  doubt. 
The  greatest  liberality  has  been  displayed 
up  to  the  present  time  in  settling  claims 
to  lands  in  the  North-West,  and  I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  not  now,  when 
we  are  approaching  the  end  of  all  these 
claims,  be  less  liberal  than  they  have 
been  in  the  past. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
address  which  has  been  moved  for 
includes  a  good  deal  of  information  which 
could  not  be  prepared  in  time  to  be  sub- 
mitted during  the  present  session.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  wishes  to  have  a 
portion  of  it,  I  would  suggest  to  him  to 
call  at  the  office  of  the  Himster  of  the 
Interior  and  see  if  it  cannot  be  obtained 
in  that  way.  I  think  he  would,  in  that 
manner,  save  time  and  rouke  progress  in 
the  matter  which  he  has  so  much  at 
heart  The  papers  will  be  brought 
down,  but  not  this  session. 
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Hon.  Mr.  GTRARD— My  intention 
was  not  to  obtain  all  these  papers  during 
the  present  session,  but  to  have  them 
ready  in  case  it  should  be  desirable  to 
take  action  upon  them  at  some  future 
time.  If  the  hon.  the  Minister  of  Militia 
will  grant  what  I  am  asking  for,  I  will 
try  to  select  such  |japers  as  I  require  at 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  in 
the  Land  Office  at  Winnipeg.  The  in- 
formation that  I  want  is  the  number  of 
applicants,  and  the  claims  remaining  in 
those  offices,  on  which  no  action  has  been 
taken.  I  am  under  the  impression  that 
no  answer  was  given  in  some  cases.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  right  to  leave  those 
parties  under  the  impression  that  they 
have  some  rights  if  they  have  none.  If 
this  information  can  be  obtained,  it  will 
go  to  the  public,  and  all  of  the  parties 
interested  will  be  able  to  see  it 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— On 
the  understanding  that  my  hon.  friend 
mentions — that  he  will  go  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  here,  and  to  the 
Land  Office  at  Winnipeg,  and  select  the 
information  he  wants — I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  address.  But,  in  assenting  to 
it,  I  wish  to  say  that,  so  far  as  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  is  aware,  there  is  no 
case  in  which  an  answer  has  not  been 
given  either  for  or  against  the  applicant. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD—My  answer  to 
that  is  simply  that  I  am  in  that  position 
myself.  Perhaps  it  is  in  the  cases  of 
those  staked  claims  which  were  referred 
to  in  the  House  yesterday.  I  know 
that  such  applications  were  made  six  or 
seven  years  ago,  and  no  answer  what- 
ever has  been  received  to  them.  I  think 
information  should  be  given  to  every 
interested  party,  of  the  position  in  which 
his  claim  now  stands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  following  Bills,  from  the  House  of 
Oommons,  were  introduced  and  read  the 
first  time : — 

Bill  (30)  "  To  legalize  marriage  with 
the  sister  of  a  deceased  wife." — (Mr. 
Ferrier.) 

Bill  (46)  "  To  incorporate  the  Winni- 
peg   and     Hudson    Bay    Railway  and 
^Steamship  Company." — (Mr.  Bead.) 
Hon,  Sir  Alex,  Campbett, 


CANADA      TEMPERANCE     ACT      (1878) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

THIRD    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  third 
reading  of  Bill  (K)  "  An  Act  to  remove 
doubts  as  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  sub-section  2  of  section  9  of  '  The 
Canada  Temperance  Act  (1878)/  and  to 
further  amend  the  said  Act." 

The  Bill  was  read  the  third  tim**. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  to  amend 
the  title  to  make  it  read  as  follows  : 
^'  An  Act  to  explain  and  further  amend 
'  The  Canada  Temperance  Act  (1878).'  " 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill,  as  amended,  was  passed. 


ONTARIO     AND     PACIFIC     JUNCTION 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

SECOND    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (50)  "To  amend  the 
Act  to  incorporate  the  Ontaiio  and 
Pacific  Junction  Hallway  Company."  He 
explained  that  the  objects  of  the  Bill 
were  to  i*educe  the  amount  of  bonds  to  be 
issued  from  $30,000  to  $20,000  per  mile, 
to  provide  for  the  investment  of  the 
sinking  fund  and  to  provide  for  a  con- 
nection with  the  Pacific  Railway. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
was  read  the  second  tine. 


STADACONA  BANK  BILL, 
SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  PELLETIER  moved  the 
second  reading  of  Bill  (16),  "  An  Act  to 
authorize  and  provide  for  the  winding 
up  of  the  Stadacona  Bank."  He  said  that 
this  Bill  came  from  the  directors  and 
shareholders,  who,  in  their  petition, 
alleged  that  the  funds  of  the  Bank  could 
not  be  safely  invested,  ewing  to  the  fact 
that  there  were  too  many  banks  in  the 
City  of  Quebec.  The  first  year  of  the 
existence  of  the  Bank,  a  dividend  of  seven 
per  oent  was  declared.  During  the  three 
following  years  the  annual  dividend  was 
reduced  to  six  per  cent.,  the  fifth  year  it 
was  reduced  to  four  per  cent,  and  the  last 
half  year  there  was  no  dividend  at  alL 
The  petitioners  estimated  that  wheR  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank  came  to  be  liquidated 
it  would  be  found  that  not  more  than  90 
or  95  per  cent,  of  the  capital  would  be 
available  for  the  shareholders ;  the  cap- 
23 
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ital  would  be  impaired  to  the  extent  of 
$50,000  to  1100,000.  They  represented 
that,  if  the  assets  were  not  wound  up  im- 
mediately, the  shareholders  might  suffer 
still  greater  loss. 
The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

MONTREAL     TELEORAPH     COIIPANT'S 
BILL. 

SECOND   BEADING. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Ryan,  moved  the  second  reading  of 
Bill  (65)  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts 
respecting  the  Montreal  Telegraph  Com- 
pany." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  4.10  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Thursday,  April  22nd,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  following  Bills,  from  the  House  of 
Commons,  were  introdueed  and  read  the 
first  time : — 

Bill  (45)  "To  incorporate  the  Great 
North- Western  Telegraph  Company  of 
Canada.**— (Mr.  Vidal.) 

Bill  (68)  "  To  incorporate  the  Nelson 
Valley  Bailway  and  Transportation  Com- 
pany."— (Mr.  Ryan.) 

Bill  (53)  "Expecting  the  Credit 
Valley  Railway  Company." — (Mr.  Allan.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  3.30  p.m. 


Friday,  April  23rd,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o  clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

STADACONA  BANK  BILL. 
THIRD   READING. 

Hon.   Mr.   ALLAN,   from  the  Com- 
mittee   on    Banking     and     Commerce, 
reiwrted  Bill  (16)  "To authorise  andpro- 
Hon.  Mr.  Pellelier. 


vide  for  the  winding  up  of  the  Stadaoona 
Bank,"  without  amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  PELLETIER  moved  tiie 
third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

ONTARIO    AND    PACIFIC    JUNCTION 
RAILWAY    COMPANY'S    BILL. 

THIRP    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  K<iilways,  Telegraphs  and  Har- 
bors, reported  Bill  (60)  "  To  amend  the 
Act  incorporating  the  Ontario  and  Pacific 
Junction  Railway  Company,"  withont 
amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS  moved  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and 


MONTREAL     TELEGRAPH     COMPANTS- 
BILL. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Kailways,  Telegraphs  and  Har- 
bors, reported  Bill  (65)  "  To  amend  the 
Acts  respecting  the  Montreal  T^egraph 
Company;"  wit(i  some  amendments,  Uie 
most  iiuportant,  of  which,  he  ex^^ned, 
was  to  give  power  to  the  Company  to 
lease  their  lines  in  the  same  manner  that 
the  Dominion  Tel^raph  Company  had 
done  under  powers  conferred  upon  them 
by  Parliament  last  session. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  moved  concur- 
rence in  the  amendments. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  was  fixed  for 
Monday  next. 

THE  PANAMA  SHIP  CANAL. 
INQUIRY. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK 

«  Called  attention  to  the  important  bear- 
ing of  the  proposed  Panama  Canal  on  the 
future  prosperity  of  the  Dominion,  and  the 
necessity,  when  such  work  is  constmced,  fot 
securing  the  unrestricted  use  thereof,  not  only 
for  our  commerce,  but  for  that  of  the  whole 
Empire,  and  inquired  whether  the  Q^yemmeni 
have  any  correspondence  with  the  Imperial 
Government  on  the  subject.** 

He  said  :  The  name  of  De  Leaseps,  that 
celebrated  man  who  projected  and  carried 
out  to  full  completion  the  Suez  Canal,  has 
recently  been  connected  with  this  other 
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great  andertaking,  the  Panama  Ship 
Canal,  and,  when  a  gentleman  of  his 
eminence  has  pronounced  it  practicable 
and  is  willing  to  undertake  the  constrac- 
lion  of  it,  I  think  all  persons  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  should  have  hailed 
that  eircamstance  with  satisfaction. 
Unfortunately,  however,  that  has  not 
been  the  case.  Immediately  on  his  com- 
ing to  the  front  and  declaring  his  inten- 
tion of  nnderlaking  this  great  enterjinse, 
we  find  the  neighboring  republic  of  the 
United  States  coming  forward  and  assert- 
ing the  right  of  exercising,  when  the 
work  is  accomplished,  a  certain  protec- 
torate over  it  One  would  have  expect- 
ed they  would  have  come  forward  and 
encouraged  De  Lesseps  in  the  under- 
taking; would  have  offered  to  assist 
him,  but  such  has  not  been  the  case. 
Now,  we  may  as  well  inquire  what  this 
exercise  of  a  protectorate  implies.  It  is 
a  very  indefinite  term.  It  would  most 
probably  soon  be  found  that  a  protectorate 
could  not  be  exercised  efficiently  without 
acquiiing  territory,  and  we  know  how 
quietly  the  United  States  Government 
acquired  Alaska.  It  might  be  done  in 
this  case  just  in  the  same  way.  When 
the  United  States  came  to  acquire  the  ter- 
ritory through  which  thecanalran,  it  would 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  become  an 
American  canal,  and,  if  they  went  to  the 
extent  of  acquiring  territory  and  claimed 
and  had  the  right  of  exercising  a  pro- 
tectorate over  the  canal,  they  would 
naturally  look  for  compensation.  What 
would  that  compensation  be  1  We  can- 
not tell ;  but,  perhaps^  we  in  the  Do- 
minion know  better  than  any  ethers 
what  the  American  policy  with  respect 
to  their  canals  has  been,  and  no  one  is 
better  qualified  than  we  are  to  judge  what 
would  be  their  policy  if  what  they  claim 
in  connection  with  this  canal  were  to  be 
conceded  to  them.  If  other  nations  and 
other  Governments  remain  silent  on  this 
subject,  that  silence  may  be  interpreted 
into  acquiescence  and  sidmission  of  the 
validity  of  the  claim  they  bring  forward. 
What  would  be  the  result  1  Will  Euro- 
pean capitalists  invest  money  in  an  under- 
taking under  such  circumstances?  C 
think  not.  Now,  as  a  commercial  people, 
I  think  the  Government  of  Britain  is 
more  deeply  interested  in  this  great 
undertaking  than  thf^t  of  any  other  coun- 
BoTL  Mr,  Warh. 


try,  and,  perhaps,  no  part  of  the  Empire 
is  more  deeply  interested  in  it  than  the 
Dominion.  It  becomes  us,  therefore,  and 
I  think  it  is  very  proper  that  the  question 
should  be  discussed  here,  that  we 
should  inquire  into  the  claim  which  the 
United  States  put  forward.  It  cannot 
rest  upon  geographical  position.  No 
doubt  they  possess  a  very  large  portion 
of  this  North  American  continent ;  but 
Canada  has  nearly  as  extensive  a  terri- 
tory as  theirs.  If  they  allege  that  they 
are  nearer  the  canal  than  we  are,  Mexico 
is  still  nearer  than  they.  If  they  allege 
that  their  territory  extends  from  ocean 
to  ocean,  Mexico  and  Canada  may  put 
forward  the  same  claim.  If  they  contend 
that  they  require  it  to  carry  on  commerce 
between  their  Atlantic  and  Pacific  ports, 
Mexico  has  a  far  larger  front  upon  the 
Pacific  than  they  have.  The  extent  of 
the  Mexican  Pacific  coast  line  is  2,200 
miles.  British  Columbia,  1200,  and  Cen- 
tral America,  900 ;  making  4,300  miles 
altogeth^;  while  the  United  States, 
leaving  out  Alaska,  have  only  1,350,  or 
not  more  than  one-third  of  the  extent 
owned  by  the  other  States,  who  are  all 
interested  in  this  undertaking.  Now,, 
they  may  allege  that  they  have  an 
extensive  fleet  of  shipping.  So  they 
have ;  but  we,  too,  are  extensively  engaged 
in  shipping.  This  Dominion,  perhaps, 
possesses  as  respectable  a  fleet  of  ships  as 
any  people  of  the  same  number  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world,  and  we,  in  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  especially,  pride  our- 
selves on  the  enterprise  and  energy  of 
our  shipowners.  I  believe  there  is  no 
other  country  in  the  world  which,  like 
the  Maritime  Provinces,  possesses  a  ton 
of  shipping,  or  more  tJian  a  ton,  for 
every  individual  of  the  population.  How 
are  these  ships  employed  1  I  can  remem- 
ber when  we  began  to  build  ships  merely 
to  carry  timber,  but  our  enterprising 
shipbuilders  and  .shipowners  found  that 
ships  could  be  employed  muck  more 
profitably,  especially  such  valuable  ships 
as  they  build,  and  our  vessels  are  now 
engaged  in  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
whole  world.  They  are  sent 
out  to  Australia,  India,  or  some 
other  eastern  country.  If  they  can 
get  a  round  charter  for  the  voyage  out 
and  back,  all  the  better ;  if  not,  they  go 
out  and  run  the  risk  of  getting  a  return 
charter.      They  have  frequently  to  cross 
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the  Pacific  to  look  for  a  charter  home. 
They  may  call  at  California  and  load 
with  wheat,  and  when  they  do  so  it  is  a 
most  dreary  and  tedioas  passage  to  come 
round  Cape  Horn.  I  desire  particularly 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
this  subject.  When  they  have  sailed 
down  the  coast  until  they  get  to  Panama, 
they  are  ten  degrees  north  of  the  equator ; 
they  run  down  these  ten  degrees  and 
fifty-five  degrees  further  before  they  get 
to  Cape  Horn.  They  have  thus  to  run 
sixty-five  degrees  down  the  Pacific 
and  sixty-five  degrees  up  again  before 
they  get  back  to  the  latitude  of  Panama 
in  the  Atlantic.  This  very  consideration, 
and  this  alone,  will  shew  you  the  import- 
ance of  this  canal  to  the  shipping  of  this 
Dominion  as  well  as  the  shipping  of  the 
whole  world.  Now,  we  pride  our- 
selves on  our  fleet  of  ships,  and  that 
makes  us  naturally  look  into  the  pro- 
gress of  oiir  neighbors,  so  far  as  their 
shipping  is  concerned.  I  have  been 
looking  into  this  subject,  and  I  have  got 
from  documents  of  their  own  some  in- 
formation, which  may  be  interesting  to 
the  House.  The  Dominion  now 
owns  1,332,000  tons  of  shipping. 
In  1S23,  a  period  within  the 
memory  of  not  very  old  men, 
the  United  States  owned,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  the  same  amount,  1,336,000 
tons.  The  progress  of  their  fleet  was,  for 
many  years  after,  very  rapid.  In  1861 
they  owned  1,539,813  tons ;  but  in  1866, 
just  five  years  after,  their  tonnage  was 
reduced  to  3,368,479  tons,  a  falling  ofi'of 
2,171,334.  Their  progress  since  them 
has  not  been  rapid.  At  this  present 
time  they  own  4,169,601  tons,  and  the 
increase  has  been  almost  exclusively  in 
their  coasting  trade,  which  employs 
2,598,183  tons.  What  they  call  their 
foreign  trade,  employs  1,451,505  tons. 
The  fact  is,  a  great  deal  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  United  States  is  carried  on 
now  by  British  and  colonial  ships.  Their 
whole  increase  in  thirteen  years  has  been 
only  891,122  tons,  and,  as  I  have  said, 
that  has  been  exclusively  in  their  coast- 
ing trade,  the  vessels  employed  along 
their  coasts,  and  on  their  lakes  and  rivers. 
In  1868,  their  foreign  shipping  amounted 
to  1,460,940  tons.  In  1879,  eleven 
years  after,  they  owned  only  1,451,505 
tons ;  a  falling  off  of  9,000  tons.  Con- 
trast this  with  the  tonnage  of  Great 
Hon.  Mr.  Work. 


Britain,  which  amounts  to  6,236,124 
tons,  and  the  shipping  of  the  Dominion 
added,  brings  the  aggregate  up  to 
7,568,218  tons.  If  this  Panama  Canal 
should  be  constructed,  there  will  be  five 
ships  carrying  the  British  flag  to  one 
American  ship  passing  through  it, 
if  we  make  allowance  for  the  amount 
of  tonnage  that  they  call  coast- 
ers, carrying  on  the  trade  of  their 
own  Pacific  States.  Their  claim,  then, 
cannot  rest  upon  the  fact  that  they 
would  be  likely  to  employ  this  canal 
more  than  other  countries.  The  next 
question  to  inquire  into  is,  whether  they 
put  forward  this  claim  on  the  ground  of 
the  extent  ot  their  commerce  with  the 
Pacific  coast.  At  present,  their  exports 
from  their  Pacific  states  exceed  the  ex- 
ports of  the  Dominion,  no  doubt,  but 
that  is  no  reason  why  our  trade  should 
not  gradually  come  up  to  theirs,  and, 
perhaps,  exceed  them.  If  they  have  a 
large  quantity  of  timber,  so  have  we.  If 
they  have  extensive  (fisheries,  I  think 
our  friends  in  British  Columbia  will 
claim  that  theirs  are  still  more  extensive. 
If  they  have  gold,  so  have  we  ;  and  we 
have  also  coal,  which  they  have  not.  It 
is  true  they  export  grain,  which  we 
have  not  now,  but  my  impression  is,  and  I 
have  thought  over  this  subject  a  great 
deal,  that  if  this  canal  were  constructed, 
a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  grain 
raised  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
would  find  its  way  down  to  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  be  carried  through  the  canal 
by  water  cheaper  than  it  can  be  carried 
overland  to  shipping  ports  on  the  8t. 
Lawrence  or  the  Atlantic  coast.  I  have 
no  doubt  that,  perhaps,  one-third  of  ther 
exports  of  that  whole  district  between 'Red 
River  and  the  Rocky  Mountains  will  find 
an  outlet  to  the  markets  of  the  world  in 
that  direction.  The  canal  would  furnish  a 
constant  market  for  both  Nova  Scotia 
and  British  Columbia  eoaL  Our  people 
would  not  be  met  there  with  prohibitory  " 
duties — that  is,  provided  we  do  not  allow 
our  American  neighbors  to  acquire  ter- 
ritory where  they  could  impose  such 
duties,  and  that,  probably,  will  be  avoided. 
There  will  be  immense  quantities  of  coal 
required  there  to  supply  steamers  passing 
between  the  two  oceans.  Every  steamer 
passing  through  would  need  coal,  and  I 
think  the  only  competition  would  be 
between  our  friends  in  the  United  States, 
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Nova  Scotia  and  BritLsh  Columbia  in 
supplying  thirt  market.  But  the  notice 
tliat  I  have  given  refers  also  to  the  trade 
of  the  British  Empire  as  well  as  our  own. 
It  may  be  interesting  to  .inquire  what 
that  trade  is.  There  aro,  6n  the  Pacific 
coast  of  South  America,  the  States 
of  New  Granada,  Ecuador,  Peru, 
Bolivia  and  Chili.  The  trade  of  the 
Mother  Country  with  New  Granada 
amounts  to  an  average  of  $10,367,000 
a  year  ;  with  Ecuador  $2,158,000  ;  with 
Peru  $32,774,000;  Bolivia  $2,815,006  ; 
Chili  $28,166,000  ;  a  total  for  these  ix\e 
States  of  $76,270,000  annuaUy.  The 
trade  from  the  Pacific  States  of  the 
TJnited  States  averages  $29,140,000  a 
year,  and  that,  1  suppose,  is  very  largely 
carried  in  British  ships.  Thus  'the 
annual  trade  between  the  TJnited  King- 
dom and  the  Pacific  coast,  exclusive 
of  Mexico  and  Central  America,  is 
$105,410,000.  Our  interest  then, 
as  I  have  said,  in  getting  this  great 
undertaking  accomplished,  is  very  great, 
because,  by  its  means,  we  would 
save  this  long,  tedious,  expensive  and 
dangerous  passage  by  Cape  Horn.  I 
think  I  have  brought  the  main  facts 
connected  with  this  question  before  you. 
I  do  not  wish  to  trepass  longer  upon  the 
time  of  the  House.  I  do  hope,  if  there 
has  been  no  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject, our  Government  will  lose  no  time  in 
pressing  upon  the  Imperial  Crovemment 
the  importance  of  taking  immediate  mea- 
sures in  conjunction  with  the  other  com- 
mercial nations  of  the  world  to  maintain 
the  neutrality  of  this  work,  taking  care 
that  if  it  succeeds,  as  I  trust  it  will, 
it  shall  be  free  to  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  world. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  am  far  from 
thinking  that  the  hon.  member  was  not 
fully  justified  in  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  this  important  project, 
which,  after  all,  means  making  of  the 
continent  of  South  America  an  island, 
just  as  Africa  was  made  an  island,  some 
ten  years  ago,  by  the  construction  of  the 
Sues  Canal.  Nor  can  I  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  the  question  can  be  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference  to  the  people  of  Can- 
ada, for,  as  we  have  already  been  told, 
it  means  to  our  ships  an  immense  advan- 
tage in  making  voyages,  and  anything 
which  benefits  navigation  must  necessa- 
rily tend  to  benefit  a  p€>ople  who  own, 
Hon.  Mr.  Work. 


perhaps,  in  proportion  to  their  popula- 
tion, as  many  ships  as  any  country  in 
the  world.  Then  again,  with  regard  to 
its  effect  upon  the  people  of  our  own 
Dominion  who  live  on  the  shores  that 
are  washed  by  the  waves  of  the  Pacific, 
that  branch  of  the  subject  is  of  very 
considerable  importance,  because  it 
means  not  only  increased  facilities  of 
trade,  but  also  the  saving  of  some  nine 
thousand  miles  in  water  communication 
between  the  eastern  and  western  pro- 
vinces of  this  Dominion.  I  may  say 
that  visions  of  rich  argosies  from  the 
east  have  inflamed  the  imaginations  ot 
men  from  the  remotest  ages.  Even  in 
this  practical  age  we  are  constantly 
s}>ea]ang  of  our  ships  bringing  treasures, 
new  and  old,  from  the  east,  the  difference'- 
being  that  now  they  bear  them  to,  as  well 
as  from  the  east.  Hitherto,  our  ships 
bringing  these  treasures  h-ive  coihe  from 
the  Orient  towards  the  setting  sun ;  but, 
if  this  project  is  carried  out,  they  will 
pass  from  the  Occident  towards  the  rising 
sun.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  question 
itself,  T  have  very  little  to  add  to  what 
has  been  so  well  said  by  my  hon.  friend 
from  Fredericton,  but  it  is  a  question 
that  concerns  so  deeply  the  interest  of 
this  country,  not  only  in  a  general  but  in 
a  special  point  of  view,  from  its  situation 
between  the  two  oceans,  that  I  felt  justi- 
fied in  looking  up  anything  that  might 
bear  upon  this  important  subject.  I 
think  that  I  shall  be  able  to  shew  to  the 
House,  in  a  very  few  words,  from 
official  documents,  that  such  have  been 
the  strides  of  engineering  science  within 
the  past  few  years,  discoveries  have  been 
made  which  will  reduce  the  cost  of  this 
important  undertaking — and,  after  all, 
the  money  objection  is  the  chief  one— by 
at  least  one-half.  I  have  had  my  atten- 
tion called  very  recently  to  the  report  of 
a  committee,  appointed  last  year  by  the 
Ontario  Legislature,  composed  of  a  dozen 
leading  members  from  both  sides  of  that 
House.  The  report  was  based  upon 
the  Huron  and  Ontario  Ship  Canal 
project,  as  to  which  I  need  say 
nothing  further  than  that  it  has  been 
identified  with  the  indefatigable  labors 
of  one  man,  Mr.  F.  C.  Capreol.  I 
merely  mention  it  to  explain  that  the 
report  was  made  in  consequence  of  the 
difficulties  which  were  started  from  the 
necessity  of  canying  the  proposed  canal 
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over  an  immense  ridge,  and  that  is  the 
practical  problem  to  be  solved  in  pene- 
trating the  Jsthmns  of  Panama.  I  quote 
from  the  I'eport,  which  is  to  be  found  in 
the  Journals  of  the  Ontario  Hoase  of 
Assembly  for  1879.  I  may  say,  briefly, 
that  the  report  deals  not  only  with  the 
question  of  the  facilities  for  constructing 
the  canal,  and  its  cost,  but  also  with  the 
mode  of  constructing  the  locks.  The 
evidence  brings  out  the  extraordinary 
fact  that  a  recent  invention  of  what  is 
called  the  hydraulic  Uft-lock  can  be 
used,  so  as  to  dispense  with  an  enormous 
amount  of  cuttings,  and  where  there  are 
cuttings  to  be  encountered,  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  the  work  certainly  by  one-half. 
Speaking  of  the  deep  cuttings  which 
would  be  necessary  in  passing  through 
the  Oak  Ridges,  in  the  Township  of  King, 
for  the  Huron  and  Ontario  Canal,  the 
Committee  report  as  follows  : — 

'<  In  order  to  reach  the  level  of  Lake  8im- 
coe,  this  cutting  would  have  to  be  197  feet 
deep  at  the  highest  point  of  the  Bidges.  The 
wonderful  advancement  of  engineering  science 
appears,  however,  to  have  largely  overcome 
this  difficultj.  Your  committee  had  before 
them  Mr.  Frank  Turner,  C.E.,  who  gave  full 
explanations  concerning  the  'hydraulic  lift- 
lock,'  which  seems  to  foe  peculiarly  adapted 
to  cases  of  this  kind.  From  his  testimony, 
which  was  supported  by  ample  documentary 
evidence,  your  committee  find  that  hydraulic 
power  has  been  used  In  connection  with 
floating  docks  for  a  number  of  years,  and  that 
the  hydraulic  lift-lock  as  applied  to  caiials 
is  by  no  means  a  mere  theoretical  engineering 
problem,  but  has  been  practically  and  success- 
fully tested  on  the  canal  at  Anderton,  on  the 
River  Weaver,  in  Cheshire,  England,  for  three 
years  past.  By  means  of  the  hydraulic  lift- 
lock,  the  quantity  of  excavation  in  the  Oak 
Ridge  cutting  would  be  reduced  three-fourths, 
the  number  of  locks  required  on  the  canal 
would  be  diminished  in  even  greater  propor- 
tion, there  would  be  absolutely  no  waste  of 
water  at  all  except  that  resulting  from  evapo- 
ration, and  the  total  cost  of  the  undertaking 
would  be  decreased  by  one-half;  or  from  forty 
(the  original  estimate)  to  twenty  millions  of 
dollars.  *  *  *  In  the  documen- 
tary evidence  submitted  in  support  of  Mr. 
Turner's  views  as  to  the  practical  utility  ot  the 
hydraulic  lift-lock,  it  appears  that  such  a 
high  authority  as  Sir  William  Armstrong  re- 
gards  it  as  an  unqualified  success.  Mr. 
Sidingham  Duer,  A. I. C.E.  of  England,  who, 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Edwin  Clark,  M.I.C.E., 
designed  and  constructed  the  lift-lock  at 
Anderton,  also  confirms  this  view,  and  asserts 
that  <he  has  no  fear  about  the  Ufting  of  ships 
of  any  size.'  Mr.  David  Roberts,  O.E.,  of 
Toronto,  gave  similar  testimony.*' 

Hon,  Mr,  Dickey, 


In  Mr.  Frank  Turner's  eyidenoe,  as  taken, 
I  find  these  s^itements  : — 


«Iu  the  old  system,  every  time  a 
goes  up  or  down  the  canal  a  whole  lock^lnll 
of  water  is  naed  and  lost^  never  to  be  recovered ; 
and,  moreover,  you  would  require  (to  float  a 
vessel,  say  of  16  feet  draught)  to  excavate  to  a 
depth,  to  pass  through  the  ridges,  at  leagt  18 
feet  below  the  lowest  low-water  level  of  Lake 
Simcoe.  Now,  by  the  hydraulic  lift,  thaiu 
overcome  by  lifting  the  vessel  vertically,  at 
the  very  commencement  of  your  operations^  50 
•r  more  feet,a8  occasion  may  require,  and  that, 
too,  by  wasting  absolutely  no  water  whatever. 
•  •  •  •  The  hydraulic  lock  has 
now  been  in  dally  use  in  England  three  years 
or  more  on  the  canal  at  Anderton,  on  the 
River  Weaver,  in  Cheshire,  without  a  check, 
and  has  given  the  most  unqualified  satiB&c- 
tion ;  and  a  French  engineer,  who  recently 
went  to  inspect  it  for  the  French  Government, 
has  reported  that  it  is  the  most  wondedul 
machine  he  has  ever  seen." 

Tbe  report  continues  : — 

"  One  of  these  locks  could  lift  a  vessel  fifty 
feet  in  eight  minutes,  and  not  only  waa  there 
a  great  saving  of  time  by  the  process,  but 
there  was  a  great  saving  of  expense  in  working 
the  canal,  and  a  saving  in  the  cost  of  its  con- 
struction. The  canal  with  these  lift  locks, 
worked  as  they  were,  by  hydraulic  power, 
could  be  built  at  about  half  of  the  original 
estimate.  Each  lock  he  explained  r  verbally 
and  by  diagram)  consisted  of  two  immense 
troughs,  which,  when  full  of  water,  were  cap- 
able of  floating  barges  of  great  sixe.  BKh 
trough  would  be  supported  by  an  immense 
arm  of  steel,  by  means  of  which,  by  hydraolic 
power,  the  trough  could  be  raised  Cram  the 
lower  level  of  ti^e  canal  to  the  upper  level. 
While  one  trough  was  on  the  upper  level,  the 
other  was  at  the  lower  level,  and  nhmk  a 
barge  was  floated  into  the  upper  troagh,  the 
weight  of  barge  and  water  would  assist  to  raise 
the  trough  at  the  lower  level,  and  the  rest  would 
be  done  by  hydraulic  pressure.  In  this  case 
he  proposed  that  there  should  be  but  one 
trough,  which  would  be  raised  and  lowered  by 
hydraulic  pressure  entirely*  One  lock  of  this 
kind  would,  he  said,  save  the  construction  of 
several  of  the  old  style  of  flocks,  and  a  barge 
eould,  in  eight  minutes,  be'lowereda  distance, 
which,  under  the  old  plan  would  require  time 
hours.'' 

Having  bad  my  attention  called  to  this 
matter,  I  thought  it  important,  not  only 
in  reference  to  this  question  which  his 
been  suggested  to-day,  but  in  referenoeto 
all  our  canal  locks,  whether  in  the  pro- 
cess of  construction  now  or  in  contempla- 
tion, and  it  appears  to  me,  that  in  this 
evidence,  which  is  fortified  by  the  names 
of  such  men  as  8ir  William  Armstrong, 
Edward  Clarke,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr. 
Roberts  and  others,  if  it  has  proved  to 
be  practically  successful   for  a  period  of 
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three  years  wiihout  aeheck  on  a  canal  in 
England,  why  should  we  not  benefit  by 
the  immenae  saving  in  the  cost  of  our 
canala,  and  in  the  working  of  them  in 
the  future.  A  more  fitting  opportunity 
cQuld  not,  perhaps,  be  got  for  introduc- 
ing this  question  than  now,  when  we  are 
speaking  of  the  working  out  of  this  great 
project,  which,  after  all,  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  expense  in  construction  and  of 
future  expense  in  its  working. 

Bon.  Dr.   BROdSE  — The  Bu\^eQt 
introduced  by  the  hon.  mover  is  one  full 
of  interest.     I  desire  to  add   a  few  re- 
marks  to  what  has  already  been  said. 
For  ages  civilization  and  commerce  were 
confined  to  the  nations  of  the  old  world, 
and  especially  to  those  bordering  on  the 
Mediterranean.     In  1492  the  magnet  of 
genius  sought  western  exploration  when 
Ck>lnmbus  discoveifed  America.     Twemty- 
four  years  afterwards  "  Balboa,"  from  the 
heights  of  the  Cordilleras,  at  the  Isthmus 
of  Darien,  perceived  that  only  a  narrow 
neck   of  land  joined   the  continents  of 
Nor<li  and  South  America,  since  which 
time  it  has  bean  fully  estabUshed  that  no 
natural    strait    connected  the  Atlantic 
with  the  Pacific  Ocean  for  the  pui'pose  of 
a  short  route  of  easy  and  safe  navigation. 
Hie    extraordinary    emigration    to    the 
Pacific  coasty  during  the  gold  fever  in 
1849,  and  the  diificulties  attending  an 
overland  trip  through  the  United  States, 
or    the   equally  dangerous   and    some- 
times protracted  route  across  the  Isthmus, 
by  the  Chagres  River,  caused  the  public 
mind  to  consider  the  necessity  for  con- 
structing an  easier  and  safer  transit  from 
the    Atlantic    to    the     Pacific     shores. 
Hence,  in  1850, the  Panama  Railway  was 
built  by   the  American  people.      This 
road  is  47   miles  long,   and  its  highest 
point  is  280  feet  above  tide  water.     The 
success,  commercially  considered,  of  this 
road,  and  the  construction  of  the  Suez 
Canal,  has  again  turned  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  the  still  further  necessity  of 
conneeting  the  two  oceans  by  water  com- 
munication   that    will    bear  the    com- 
merce of  the  world.     Two    sites  have 
been  rivals  for  that  distinction  :  one  by 
Panama,  advocated  and   engineered  by 
that    distinguished    citizen    of    France, 
M.  De  Leaseps  ;  the  other  by  Nicaragua, 
under  the  auspices  of  Americans,  and 
supported  by  the  personal  popularity  of 
Creneral  Grant      At  a  congress  of  engi- 
Hon,  Mr,  Dickey, 


neers,  convened  in  Paris,  in  1879,  when 
100  of  the  most  eminent  ^ogineers  and 
contractors     were     present,    the    whole 
question  of  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters 
of  the  two  oceans  was  discussed,  and  De 
Lesseps  plan  to  construct  a  canal  at  the 
Isthmus  of  Darien  viA  the  Chagres  River, 
was  by  them  recommended.     It  was  well 
known  that,  after  nine  years   of  close 
investigation,  this  eminent  engineer  had 
declined  to  connect  himself   with  the 
Nicaragua    route.     The   canal    by    De 
Lesseps'  method  will  give  a  salt-water 
canal,  without  any  locks,  of  45  miles  in 
length,   of  which  seven  or  eight  miles 
will  have  an    average    of  180   feet    of 
cutting.      One-fourth  of  a  mile  through 
the  summit  peak  of  the  Cordilleras  will 
reach  300  feet  of  cutting,  while  the  rest 
of  the  cutting  will  average   about  50 
feet.      The    supposed    quantity    to    be 
removed  is  ldO,000,000  cubic  yards,  and 
the      estimated      cost    is     placed      at 
$160,000,000,    The  tide  on  the  Atlantic 
side  is  about  1}  feet,  while  on  the  Pacific 
side,  it  is  22  feet,  therefore  on  the  Pacific 
or  western  side  a  tidal  basin  will  be 
I'equired  to  maintain  a  mean  level  at  that 
end.   The  Nicaraguan  route,  championed 
by  General  Grant,  involves  200  feet  of 
lockage,  62  miles  of  canal,  and  126  miles« 
of  river  and  lake  navigation,  making  in 
Ul  188  miles.  The  rivers  are  mere  canons 
or  goi^es,  and  are  liable  to  be  greatly 
swollen  by  sudden  floods,  while  the  lakeiBi 
are  shallow    and    sabjsct    to    changes. 
Owing  to  frequent  and  violent  earth- 
quakes along  tins  route,  locks  constructed 
with  stone  are  to  be  avoided — ^hence  De 
Lesseps'  salt-water,  open  canal  has  re- 
ceived the  more  favorable  consideration. 
At  the  present  time,  five  gangs  of  engi- 
neers, under  his  instructions,  are  busily 
engaged  on  preparations  for  construction 
work.      The  question  now  arises  :  what 
effect  will  the  construction  of  the  Panama 
Canal   have    upon    the    future  of   our 
country  1    If  we  examiije  the  map  we 
will  find  that  a  vessel  sailing  from  one  of 
our  Atlantic  ports  to  our  infant  province 
on  the  Pacific  coast,   could  lessen  her 
veyage  in   passing  through  a  constructed 
Panama  Canal,  by  10,000  milos.    Canada 
hajs   the  same  interest  in  this  project  as 
the  United  States,  only  in  a  less  degree. 
As   large    shipowners  and  shipbuilders, 
chiefly   of  sailing  vessels,  we   are  most 
deeply  interested,   because   the  Panama 
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route  will  be  one  for  canras,  as  the 
Suez  is  one  for  steam.  The  trade  winds 
will  bring  vessels  to  and  fix>m  the 
Isthmus  quite  across  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  with  all  the  regularity,  though 
not  with  the  velocity  of  steam. 
Our  vepsels  would  by  this  route  soon  ind 
a  new  field  for  enterprise.  They  could 
take  coal,  fish  and  lumber,  all  three  of 
which  we  have  in  abundance  on  our 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  accessible  all 
the  year  round,  to  southern  ports,  and 
then  exchange  cargoes  for  other  places. 
England  felt  it  necessary  to  seek  protec- 
tion for  her  interests  when  the  great 
Suez  Canal  was  constructed.  This 
additional  artery  was  to  give  new  life- 
blood  to  her  trade  and  commerce.  The 
present  and  the  future  of  England's 
greatness  depend  upon  her  ships,  and  the 
construction  of  the  Panama  Oanal  is  a 
work  of  more  than  common  interest 
to  the  English  nation.  We,  too,  should 
view  this  gigantic  tuidertaking  with  the 
greatest  j^onsy.  To-day  we  rank  as 
the  fourth  maritime  power  m  the  fiace 
of  the  globe.  Our  shipping  interests  are, 
to-day,  second  only  to  those  of  the  United 
States  on  this  continent.  Possessing  all 
the  material  requisite  to  increase  our 
•wealth  and  influence  in  this  respect,  we 
would  not  be  loyal  to  ourselves  did  we 
hesitate  to  delare  our  conviction  that  this 
work  should  be  of  an  international  char- 
acter. Politically,  Canada  shonld  not 
let  the  occasion  pass  te  proclaim  to  the 
world  that  we  are,  like  the  United 
States,  a  power  on  both  oceans,  and  that 
we  have  intelligence  enough  to  appreciate 
the  importance  of  De  Lesseps'  great 
scheme. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU  (in  French)— 
Taking  such  an  interest  as  I  do  in  treaties 
of  commerce  and  navigation  ajffecting 
this  country,  I  think  it  is  my  dutv  to 
offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  important 
subject  which  is  now  before  the  Senate. 
The  United  States  claim  that  they  should 
exercise  a  protectorate  over  the  canal 
while  ic  is  being  constructed,  and  should 
control  its  management  after  it  is  com- 
pleted. The  matter  has  been  discussed 
in  the  United  States  Senate,  and  the  dif- 
'ficulty  in  the  way  of  their  pretension  is 
the  existence  of  the  Clayton-Bulwer 
treaty.  Under  the  terms  of  that  treaty, 
the  United  States  entered  into  a  joint 
protectorate  over  any  canal  or  railway 
Hon.  Mr.  Brouse. 


which  might  be  constructed  at  the 
Isthmus  to  connect  the  Atlantic  and  t^e 
Pacific,  and  agreed  to  exercise  no  terri- 
torial rights  or  any  domination  over  any 
of  the  Central  American  States.  It  is 
claimed  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  that  this  treaty  was  vio- 
lated and  virtually  annulled  by  the 
British  Government,  by  tax  act  of  hos- 
tility on  the  part  of  their  war  vessel 
Express  against  an  American  steamer,  the 
Prometheus,  and  by  establishing  a  new 
colony  on  the  Honduras  coast,  under  the 
name  of  the  Bay  of  Islands  Colony.  In 
consequence  of  these  acts,  Mr,  Cass  said 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in 
January,  1863,  that  the  treaty  was  w- 
tually  annulled.  Since  1860,  the  mat- 
ter has  remained  in  staht  quo  until 
recently.  But  the  report  of  the  United 
States  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign 
Belations,  this  session,  concludes  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"The  ciromnstances  under  which  that 
treaty  (Clayton-Bulwer)  was  origiBally  nego- 
tiated, have  been  seriously  modified  by  the 
interval  of  thirty  years  that  have  elapsed ;  and 
it  appears  clear  to  your  Committee  that,  con- 
stituting an  obstacle  and  possibly  a  fixture 
peril  to  a  complete  and  peaeeM  affirmation  of 
the  somid,  necessary  and  energetic  policy  of 
the  United  tttates,  formulated  in  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  dated  8th  March,  1860,  this 
treaty  ihould  be  definitively  and  formally  abro- 
gated .  It  has  always  led  to  misunderstaadings 
and  controversies  with  the  power  with  whidi 
we  had  the  imprudence  to  conclude  it  It  has 
always  been  of  no  effect,  either  to  guarantee 
the  independence  of  the  States  of  Central 
America,  or  to  serve  the  general  interests  of 
commerce. 

«  While  it  has  a  shadow  of  existence,  it  can 
only  tend  to  violate  and  obscure  the  perfectly 
simple,  just  and  equitable  policy  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  inter-oceanic  transportation, 
and  to  enterprises  for  the  opening  of  a  canal 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  or  thioogk 
Central  America. 

«  Therefore,  your  Committee  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  joint  resolution  .— 

(*  Resolved  by  the  Benate  and  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  Gonin^ss  assembled :  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
respectfully  invited  to  take  immediate  mea- 
sures for  the  formal  and  definitive  abrogation 
of  the  treaty  of  the  lOth  of  April,  1850,  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  Her 
Brittanic  Mi^esty,  commoiriy  called  <  The  Ship 
Canal  Treaty,'  or  the  <  Clayton-Bolwer  Treaty.' " 

After  1860,  nothing  more  was  heard 
of  that  ti^aty,  until  it  was  revived  by 
the  enterprise  olM.  DeLesseps.  I  think 
this  is  a  very  favorable  opportunity  for 
the   Im])eriai   Government   to  re-affimi 
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their  tights  under  the  treaty,  as  to  the 
rights  of  all  nations  of  the  world  to 
utOise  the  Panama  Canal,  if  built.  Com- 
merce will  derive  an  immense  advantage 
from  the  opening  up  of  this  new  route, 
as  it  did  from  the  construction  of  the 
Suez  Canal,  and  our  Government  should 
see  that  the  Dominion  has  a  share  in 
that  advantage.  I  believe  that  not  only 
the  Panama  Canal,  but  all  other  inter- 
oceanic  highways,  should  be  as  free  to 
the  commerce  of  the  world  as  the  ocean 
itself. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
think  the  hon.  gentleman  who  introduced 
this  subject  has  done  good  service  in 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  Panama  Canal  scheme,  and  has  given 
the  Senate  a  great  deal  of  information, 
not  only  of  much  interest,  but'  likely  to 
be  of  considerable  use.  I  think  the  hon. 
gentleman  established  very  satisfactorily 
that  in  none  of  the  respects  to  which  he 
alluded  is  there  any  special  right  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  control  .the 
terms  upon  which  the  canal  should  be 
constructed  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panar 
ma;  that,  on  the  various  points  with 
which  he  dealt,  the  nation  to  which  we 
belong  stands,  at  all  events,  upon  equal 
footing  with  Uiat  country ;  that,  in  extent 
of  territory  in  proximity  to  tiie  can&l ; 
in  having  interests  on  both  oceans,  the 
Atlantic  and  PacLSc ;  in  reference  to  the 
extent  of  tonnage  belonging  to  the  two 
nations  which  may  probably  use  the 
canal ;  in  reference  to  the  extent  of  com- 
merce which  our  respective  nations  are 
interested  in,  and  which  passes  between 
the  two  countries  and  the  countries 
lying  on  the  Pacific  coast  ;  on  all 
tiiese  points  we  stand  certainly  upon 
an  equal  footing,  and,  I  think,  for  the 
present,  at  all  events,  in  some  respects, 
on  superior  grounds  to  the  United  States. 
The  hon.  gentleman  did  not  touch  upon 
what,  I  think,  is  the  real  ground  upon 
which  the  Americans  put  forward  their 
pretensions  to  control  the  works  which 
may  be  constructed  on  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama.  They  put  it  upon  what  is 
called  the  Monix)e  doctrine  :  that  is,  the 
dcictrine  that  no  nation  not  now  upon 
this  continent  shall  hereafter  assert  or 
maintain  any  territorial  rights  upon  this 
continent ;  that  the  continent,  in  fact, 
belongs  to  those  who  occupy  it.  Even 
in  that  respect  we  stand  here  in  the  Do- 
Jlon,  Mr,  Bureau, 


minion  of  Canada  precisely  upon  the 
same  footing  as  the  Americans  do,  and 
the  mother  country,  of  course,  stands  in 
the  same  position ;  our  position  and 
their  position  are  identical,  and  even 
under  the  Monroe  doctrine  the  two  na- 
tions are  entitled  to  the  same  interest 
and  control  with  reference  to  any  canal 
which  may  be  constructed  at  the  Isth- 
mus of  Panama.  But  it  was  not  as 
against  Great  Britain  or  her  colonieS' 
that  any  opposition  has  been  shewn  in 
the  United  States,  but  as  against  France, 
which  had  no  position  and  no  rights  on 
the  North  American  Continent^  or  in 
proximity  to  the  canals  spoken  of.  It 
was  as  against  France  and  citizens- 
ef  that  country  —  against  M. 
DeLesseps  and  '  the  proposition 
to  construct  the  canal  b;^  capital  from 
France,  and  to  control  it  by  persons 
owing  allegiance  to  that  country,  that 
protest  was  made  in  the  United  States 
against  the  scheme,  and  the  whole  of  che 
oppodtion  whidi  has  been  shewn  bypublic 
men  there  has  been  with  reference  to 
that  position  on  the  part  of  France, 
rather  than  with  reference  to  any  conten- 
tion or  jealousy  specially  towards  Great 
Britain  or  this  country.  I  apprehend 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  future  o€ 
Great  Britain  and  this  country  is  more 
largely,  or  certainly  we  may  safely  say 
as  largely,  interested  in  the  canal  and 
the  commerce  which  will  fg,o  through  it 
as  is  the  future  of  the  United  States,, 
and  I  trust  that  ultimately  no  jealousy 
will  interfere  either  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  canal  or  the  common,  and 
free  use  of  it  by  both  nations.  I  trust 
that  the  good  sense  of  both  peoples  will 
be  shewn  in  taking  care  that  no  such 
jealousies  or  fears  shall  interfere  with 
the  supreme  freedom  of  the  canal,  not 
only  for  these  two  nations,  but  for  the 
peoples  of  all  the  countries  of  the  world. 
In  addition  to  the  information  which 
was  furnished  to  lis  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Fredericton,  I  am  sure  that  the 
suggestion  made  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Amherst  will  be  viewed  with  con- 
siderable interest  I  had  read,  but  not  so 
carefully  as  I  have  listened  now  to  the 
suggestion  made  respecting  the  hydraulic 
lift  in  connection  with  one  of  our  canals 
in  Ontario.  How  far  it  might  be  used  in 
the  Panama  Canal,  is  a  question  which  I 
cannot  enter  into,  not  being  sufficiently 
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informed  apon  the  subject,  but  I  appre- 
hend t^at  the  ban.  gentleman  from  Pres- 
cott  struck  at  the  true  line  when  he  said 
that  the  canal  most  likelj  to  be  con- 
structed and  most  likely  to  be  useful, 
was  one  which  should  be  solely  a  salt* 
water  •canal  from  ocean  to  ocean,  without 
locks,  and  probably,  therefore,  this 
engineering  suggestion,  howerer  clever 
and  useful  it  may  be  in  some  oases,  would 
not  be  used  in  this  canal  if  constructed 
The  hon.  gentleman  from  De  Lorimier 
has  made  a  study  of  the  treaties  of  Great 
Britain  which  affect  Canada,  and  the 
motion  in  Congress  to  abrogate  the 
Clayton-Buhrer  Treaty  has  naturally 
attracted  his  attention.  I  am  sure  that 
the  hon.  member  from  Frederioton,  in 
introducing  this  debate,  did  not  expect 
that  I  could  give  an  affirmative  reply  to 
the  question  he  has  asked.  No  oerres- 
pondence  has  taken  place  between  the 
Government  of  Canada  and  the  Gofv^ 
emment  of  Her  Majesty  on  this  sab^ 
ject,  but  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assure 
the  hon.  gentleman  of  this  :  that 
the  light  which  has.  bemi  thrown 
upon  this  subject  by  this  discussion 
Y^  be  of  assistance  to-  the  Government 
of  this  country  in  initiating,  if  it  should 
become  their  duty  to  do  so,  a  correspon- 
dence on  this  subject,  because  I  think  a 
great  deal  of  interest  on  the  question  will 
be  aroused  by  his  remarks,  and  by  the 
remarks  of  other  hon.  gentlemen  who 
have  taken  part  in  this  discussion.  It 
will  be  my  duty  to  mention  what  has 
been  suggested  to-day  to  my  colleagues 
in  the  Government,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  that  such  correspondence  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Im|>erial  Government  to 
the  great  interests  which  this  Domin- 
ion has  in  the  matter,  will  not  be 
overlooked. 


BILLS  INTKODUCED. 

Bill  (11)  '<  Relating  to  the  interest  of 
moneys  secured  by  mortgage  on  real 
eglate."— (Mr.  Flint.) 

Bill (36)  "To  authorize  the  Corporation 
of  the  Town  of  Emerson  to  construct  a 
free  passenger  and  traffic  bridge  over  the 
Red  River,  in  the  Province  of  Mani- 
toba."—(Mr,  Girard.) 

Bon.  Sir  Alex,  CamphelL 


SUPREME  AND  EXCHEQUEB  COUBT 
BILL. 

SECOND  READING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  the  second  reading  of  Bill  (37), 
*'  An  Act  to  further  amend  the  Supreme 
and  Exchequer  Court  Act."  He  said 
that  he  proposed,  when  the  Bill  was 
before  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  to 
introduce  amendments  to  it  which  would 
alter  its  provisions  to  a  considerable  ex> 
tent,  and  suggested  that  these  details 
might  be  discussed  then. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


CONTINGENT    ACCOUNTS  OF    THE 
SENATE. 

THIRD  REPORT  OF  THE  OOMMITTRB. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  the  third  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Contingent  Accounts.  He  ex- 
plained that  it  had  reference  to  the 
audit  of  the  Clerk's  accounts  for  the  past 
year. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


THE  CREDIT  VALLEY  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANY'd  BILL. 

SECOND  READING. 

Hon.  Mt.  ALLAN  moved  the  seoond 
leading  of  Bill  (53)  '«An  Act  respect- 
ing the  Credit  Valley  Aailway  Com- 
pany." He  said  the  o^eot  of  the  Bill 
was  to  settle  certain  difiertnces  wbieh 
had  existed  for  some  time  between  tlie 
Credit  Valley,  the  Northern  and  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Companies,  in 
reference  to  the  Credit  Valley  Railway 
having  access  over  certain  parts  of  ilie 
Esplanade  to  their  water  lots  at  Toronto. 
The  particulars  of  the  Bill  must  be  fami- 
liar to  almost  everyone,  because  they 
had  been  very  thoroughly  discussed  in 
the  press  and  in  the  Railway  Committee 
of  the  other  House.  The  Bill  was  the 
result  of  a  comprondise  between  the  com- 
panies interested  in  the  matter. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
read  the  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  4.25  p.m. 
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THE  SENATE. 

Monday,  April  26th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THE  NORTH  SHORE  RAILWAY. 
INQUIRY. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— Before  putting 
the  question  that  appears  on  the  paper, 
1  desire  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the 
particular  occasion  which  induces  me  to 
ask  it.  The  House  will  observe  that  I 
state  at  the  end  of  my  question  that  the 
Premier  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  on 
taking  office,  announced  his  intention  of 
asking  assistance  from  the  Dominion 
Government  for  the  railways  in  that 
Province,  and  I  shall  trouble  the  House 
for  a  very  few  moments  while  I  read 
what  that  gentleman  said  on  the  4th 
November  last  at  Point  L^vis,  on  the 
<X2casion  of  developing  the  manner  in 
which  he  proposed  to  put  the  finances  of 
the  Province  in  order.     He  said  : — 

"Among  the  first  means  (of  putting  the 
finances  in  cider)  I  find  this:  To  sell  the 
Korth  Shore  Railway  to  (he  Oovemment. 
Shall  I  succeed  in  this  project?  The  Joy  of 
triumph  does  not  create  for  me  such  a  delu- 
sion tliat  I  dare  formally  afSrm  it ;  but  I  am 
very  sure  that  this  measure,  being  regarded  as 
efficacious,  I  am  in  a  better  condition  than  our 
predecessors  to  set  to  work  upon  it  In  &ct, 
these  last  adopted  a  very  singular  proceeding. 
On  the  one  side  they  manifested  an  Intention 
to  negotiate  with  the  Conservative  Ministers 
at  Ot&wa,  and  on  the  other  they  denounced 
these  same  Ministers  in  their  speeches  and 
journals  as  <  miserables'  and  •  traitors.'  ^ 

Bat  there  is  a  very  remarkable  passage  at 
the  end,  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  Ohapleau  said  :  "  I  know  the  Con- 
servatives of  Ottawa.  They  are  not 
saints.  I  shall  take  them  in  another 
way  when  I  negotiate  with  theaL*'  That 
cannot  refer  to  the  hon.  Secretary  of 
State,  because  I  have  always  believed 
that,  if  there  was  any  salt  in  this  body 
that  we  might  be  saved  by,  it  was  by  his 
saltpetre.  I  will  not  say  so  much  for 
the  hon.  the  Minister  of  Militia.  These 
gentlemen  who  are  now  in  office  being 
sinners  and  not  saints,  it  might  be  a 
question  in  what  way  the  Premier  of 
Quebec  intends  to  take  them.  Perhaps, 
judging  from  the  preceding  passage,  it 
Hon,  Mr.  Allan. 


might  be  by  the  use  of  a  little  delicate 
flattery;  but  I  think  my  hon.  friends 
opposite  are  too  old  birds  to  be  oanght 
with  that  sort  of  chaff,  and  there  might, 
therefore,  be  something  more  than  ^at 
to  be  done.  Joking  apart,  I  think  we 
of  the  Province  of  Quebec  may  say  that 
the  policy  of  our  Premier  is  one  that  we 
approve  of.  I  approve  of  it  personally, 
though  I  am  not  a  supporter  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, and  I  think  that  he  had  good 
reason  to  say,  as  he  did  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  his  address,  that  he  believed  the 
Federal  Government  at  Ottawa  were 
bound,  in  justice,  by  certain  circum- 
stances which  he  mentioned,  to  give  him 
the  assistance  he  required.  Certainly, 
in  the  present  financial  circumstances  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  some  importance  to  us  to  know 
whether  he  has  succeeded,  and  it  is  with 
a  view  to  elicit  from  the  leader  of  the 
Government  in  this  House  whether  the 
Government  have  acceded  to  the  desire 
that  he  was  to  have  expressed,  and  that 
I  have  no  doubt  he  has  expressed,  that  I 
put  this  question  : — 

<*  Whether  it  is  the  intention  to  accord  to 
the  Province  of  Quebec  the  pecuniary  assis- 
tance for  railways  which  the  now  Premier  of 
the  Province  announced,  on  taking  office,  that 
it  was  his  intention  to  ask  V 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
know  nothing  of  what  the  Premier  of 
Quebec  announced  on  taking-  office. 
What  he  announced  he  announced  on 
his  own  responsibility.  In  reply  to  the 
question,  I  beg  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Quebec  has  made-  no  request 
whatever  to  the  €k>vernment  of  the 
Dominion  on  this  subject,  and,  of  course, 
we  have  made  no  announcement  of  our 
intention  to  them. 


DUEB  PAID  TO  PILOTS  BELOW  QUEBEC. 
IKQUIBY. 

'  Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  inquired:— 

'<  Whether  it  is  true  that  the  Government 
have  consented  to  an  increase  in  the  dues  paid 
to  Pilots  below  Quebec  ?" 

He  said :  Everybody  must  see  that 
this  is  a  matter  of  very  great  importance, 
not  only  to  the  trade  of  cities  on  the 
river,  but  also  to  the  whole  commerce  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
increase  would  only  be  made  by  a  by-law 
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of  the  Trinity  Board,  and  the  Govern- 
ment has  not  consented  to  any  by-law 
having  that  object  in  view. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Have  the  Gov- 
ernment any  control  over  it  1  K  they 
have  I  think  it  is  desirable  that  it  should 
be  exercised.  As  a  representative  from 
one  of  the  leading  Maritime  Provinces 
of  the  Dominion,  I  cannot  allow  this  op- 
portunity to  pass  without  protesting 
against  the  charges  now  levied  on  ship- 
ping in  the  St.  Lawrence.  They  are 
really  a  very  serious  burden  on  the  ship- 
ping of  the  Dominion,  and,  I  do  not  know 
how  true  it  is,  but  the  impression  pre- 
vails amongst  shipowners  that  the  num- 
ber of  pilots  in  the  River  St.  Lawrence 
is  altogether  beyond  the  necessities  of 
the  navigation  of  that  river.  It  is  out 
of  the  question  to  think  that  any 
.  number  of  pilots  can  be  placed  on  the 
River  St.  Lawrence,  and  that  the  dues 
levied  on  shipping  can  be  increased  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers,  as  if  the 
shipping  entering  the  river  must  be 
taxed  unjustly  and  unnecessarily  to  give 
those  people  a  living.  The  matter  is  a 
very  serious  one,  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  the  City  of  Montreal,  which 
is  putting  forth  efforts  to  make  its  port 
free  and  to  increase  its  trade  and  com- 
merce by  diminishing  the  taxation  upon 
shipping,  is  insensible  to  the  importance 
of  this  question.  We  hear  no  complaints 
from  the  cities  of  Quebec  and  Montreal 
in  regard  to  what  I  must  consider,  in 
my  limited  knowledge  of  the  question, 
an  unfair  imposition  upon  shipping. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— I  must  correct 
one  mistake  which  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Richmond  has  made.  He  wonders  why 
no  protest  against  these  dues  has  come 
from  the  City  of  Montreal.  He  is  in 
error  in  that.  I  presented  a  petition  the 
other  day,  which,  amongst  other  things, 
referred  to  this  very  question. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN— The  Harbor  Com- 
missioners  ot  Montreal  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  that  city  are  both  deeply  inter- 
ested in  this  question,  as,  I  believe,  the 
trade  of  the  country  generally  is  also ; 
and  if  the  charges — notably  the  pilotage 
and  other  similar  charges — are  to  be  kept 
as  high  as  they  have  been,  the  St.  Law- 
rence will  lose  a  great  deal  of  its  cooi- 
meroe. 

Hon,  Sir  Alex.  Campbell, 


Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
Government  hope,  during  the  recess,  to 
have  this  question  under  their  considera- 
tion— ^the  general  question  of  the  pilots 
and  the  regulation  of  pilotage  on  the  St. 
Lawrence.  TJp  to  this  time  it  has  been 
managed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed 
some  years  ago,  under  which  the  number 
of  pilots  is  fixed  at  200,  and,  by  an  odd 
piece  of  legislation,  each  pilot  is  guaran- 
teed $600  income  for  the  season.  Under 
the  circumstances,  it  is  a  difficult  problem 
to  deal  with.  We  have  strong  reason 
to  believe,  however,  that  the  number  of 
ships  during  the  coming  season  will  be 
much  larger  than  last  year.  There  is  a 
representation  before  the  Government 
that  the  number  of  pilots  is  beyond  the 
requirements  of  the  river ;  but  it  is  a 
matter  which  requires  to  be  treated  care- 
fully and  with  full  information,  and  we 
do  not  desire  to  do  anything  during  the 
present  session  of  Parliament ;  but  we 
hope,  during  the  recess,  to  be  able  to  take 
it  up  and  accomplish  some  reformation  in 
the  direction,  at  all  events,  to  which  the 
remarks  9f  the  hon.  Senator  from  Rich- 
mond have  pointed. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— Do  i  understand 
the  hon.  tke  Mioister  of  Militia  to  say 
that,  until  the  consideration  he  speaks  of 
will  be  given  to  the  subject,  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  assent  to  the  proposed 
increase  of  pilotage  t 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
have  only  answered  the  hon.  gentleman's 
question  as  he  has  put  it.  I  do  not  know^ 
that  I  can  at  present  go  any  further. 

MILITIA  LAWS  AMENDMENT  BELL. 
CONCUBRENOE    IK  AMZSDHESTS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  a 
message  had  been  received  from  the 
House  of  Commons  with  Bill  (A)  "To 
further  amend  the  acts  therein  mentioned 
respecting  the  Militia  and  Defence  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,"  which  they  had 
amended. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  the  amendment  was  to  strike  out 
the  clause  providing  for  canteens  in  mili- 
tary camps.  The  House  ot  Commcois, 
acting  on  the  same  ground,  or  with  the 
same  desire  as  the  Senate,  had  arrived  at 
a  different  conclusion.  The  Senate 
thought,  and  he  still  believed,  it  would  be 
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better  to  liave  the  sale  of  liquor  in  camps 
under  military  disci])line,  and  that  was 
the  view  of  all  hon.  gentlemen  here  who 
had  the  cause  of|  temperance  at  heart. 
But,  in  the  other  House,  a  different  con* 
elusion  had  been  reached.  The  military 
camps  could  go  on  in  the  future  as  they 
had  gone  on  in  the  past,  without  this 
provision,  and  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to 
enter  into  a  conference  or  contest  on  the 
subject.  He  therefore  moved  concur- 
rence in  the  amendment. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


MONTREAL     TELEGRAPH     COMPANY'S 
BILL. 

THIRD    BEADING. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  moved  the  third 
reading  of  Bill  (65)  "To  amend  the 
Acts  respecting  the  Montntftl  Telegraph 
Company." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


WINNIPEG  AND  HUDSON    BAY    RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY'S  BILL. 

SECOND    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  KEAD  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (46)  "  To  incorporate  the 
Winnipeg  and  Hudson  Bay  Bail  way 
and  Steamship  Company,"  He  said  : 
This  Bill  is  for  the  incorporation 
of  a  company  to  open  up  a  line  of 
communication  from  Winnipeg  to 
Hudson  Bay,  either  by  a  railway 
line,  or  by  utilizing  the  water-stretches 
in  connection  with  a  railway.  No  dotibt 
this  Bill  has  arisen  from  the  glowing 
accounts  of  that  country  furnished  by 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Victoria  (Mr. 
Hyan)  last  session.  I  see  that  there  are 
two  bills  in  the  same  direction  before 
Parliament  at  the  present  time.  So 
much  was  said  last  year  about  the  short- 
ness and  the  general  advantages  of  this 
route,  that  I  am  sure  ParUament  is 
warrapted  in  giving  a  charter  to  any  com- 
pany that  is  willing  to  build  a  load  in 
that  direcuon.  Provision  is  made  that 
the  company  shall  commence  the  work  of 
construction  in  two  years  and  complete  it 
within  six  years.  It  is  clear  that  they 
intend  to  go  on  with  it  at  once. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 
Hon.  Sir  Alex,  Campbell* 


GREAT  NORTH-WESTERN   TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY'S    BILL. 

SECOND  READINQ. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (45)  •'  To  incorporate  the 
Great  North-Westem  Telegraph  Com- 
pany of  Canada."  He  said  :  This  is  a 
Bill  asking  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
company  to  establish  and  work  telegraph 
lines  in  the  North-West  Territories, 
Keewatin,  Manitoba  and  British  Colum- 
bia, and  to  connect  with  the  Province  of 
Ontario. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  should 
like  to  hear  what  the  leadep  of  the 
Government  has  to  say  respecting  this 
Bill.  The  country  has  entered  upon 
large  expenditures  for  the  construction  of 
telegraph  lines  through  the  North-West 
Territories,  an^  it  appears  to  me  that 
Parliament  should  not,  at  this  moment, 
be  caUed  upon  to  grant  charters  for  the 
construction  of  competing  lines  as  these 
would  undoubtedly  be.  When  there  is  a 
large  population  in  the  North-West,  and 
thera  is  any  danger  of  a  monopoly  being 
established,  it  will  be  desirable  and  pro- 
per then  to  grant  charters  to  any  number 
of  telegraph  companies,  but  not  tOl  then. 

Hon.  Mr.  HATTHORNE— I  should 
like,  also,  to  hear  from  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  introduced  this  Bill  some 
explanation  of  clause  4,  which  grants 
powers  of  amalgamation  to  this  Company. 
I  should  hesitate  about  granting  such 
powers,  because  they  are  subject  to 
abuse.  If  the  Company  should,  at  some 
future  time,  require  such  powers,  it  can 
apply  for  them  to  Parliament. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— The  only  amalga- 
mation permitted  by  the  4th  section  is 
with  the  Manitoba  Company,  and  it 
really  contemplates  swallowing  up  that 
line. 

Hon.-  Sir.  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— In 
answer  to  the  hon.  Senator  from  Wood- 
stock, I  have  merely  to  say  that  the 
Covemment  have  no  objection  to  the 
Bill.  They  do  not  consider  that  it  inter- 
feres in  any  way  with  the  only  telegraph 
line  that  they  possess. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 
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NELSON  VALLEY  RAILWAY  COMPANY'S 
BILL. 

/  8E0OKD    BEADING. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  moved  the  Hecond 
reading  of  BUI  (68)  "  To  incorporate  the 
Nelson  Valley  EjAilway  and  Transpor- 
tation Company.''  He  said  :  The  object 
of  this  Bill  is  very  similai*  to  that  of  the 
Bill  just  introduced  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Quints  (Mr.  B4>ad).  It  is  to  con- 
nect the  waters  of  Hudson  Bay  by  rail- 
way, and  by  common  roads,  if  neoeesary, 
wiUi  Lake  Winnipeg,  and,  ultimately, 
to  connect  with  the  great  Pacific  Kail- 
way.  I  am  very  glad  if  any  remarks 
which  I  made  last  session  upon  the  Nel- 
son Valley,  and  the  facilities  of  navi- 
gating Hudson  Bay,  have  drawn  the 
attention  of  a  gentleman  so  intelligent  as 
my  hon.,  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Read)  to 
the  subject,  and  that  the  consequence 
is,  the  formation  of  a  company  by  the 
gentlemen  whose  names  are  included  in 
his  Bill,  and  who  are,  I  believe, 
men  of  great  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  that  part  of  the  country 
through  which  their  road  is  intended  to 
be  constructed.  For  myself,  I  may  say 
that,  having  done  all  that  I  could  last 
session  to  interest  the  Government  and 
the  country  at  large  in  the  investigation 
and,  if  found  practicable,  the  adoption  of 
this  route  as  the  shortest  to  Europe  from 
our  great  North- West,  I  felt  myself 
exonerated  when  a  few  friends  joined 
with  n:e  in  the  opinion  that  the  project 
was  practicable,  and  would  turn  out  a 
very  valuable  route  hereafter,  and  agreed 
to  seek  a  charter — ^I  felt  myself  exoner-, 
ated  from  pressing  the  suggestion  which 
I  made  to  the  Government  last  session, 
and  which  had  been  received  but  coldly, 
and  now  I  believe  that  the  Government 
are  well  pleased  that  individual  capital 
should  be  embarked  in  this  enterprise 
rather  than  the  public  money.  The  Gov- 
ernment having  then  hesitated  about  this 
matter,  it  was  taken  up  by  some  friends 
of  mine,  and  I  may  further  say  that,  when 
we  ascertained  there  was  another  charter 
sought  for  a  line  which  might  possibly 
compete  with  ours,  we  made  arrange- 
ments, which  will  be  explained  when  the 
jl^ll  comes  befoi^  the  Committee  on 
Railways,  Telegraphs  and  Harbors,  by 
which  the  two  lines  will  avoid  conflict 
with  each  other — ^will  follow  different 
routes.  It  has  also  been  agreed  that  the 
Hon,  Sir  Alex,  CcmvpheU, 


provisions  of  the  two  Bills  shall  be  made 
similar  throughout.  There  is  a  slight 
difference  between  them  at  present 
which  will  be  removed  in  the  Railway 
Committee  of  this  House.  I  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— 1  do  n«t  roe 
to  make  any  objection  to  the  Bill,  be-  . 
cause  I  think  that  an  enterprise  of  this 
kind  is  desirable  in  a  new  country* 
What  I  wish  to  do  is  to  make  a  remark 
which  I  intended  to  have  made  when  the 
other  Bill  was  before  the  House.  It  is 
in  reference  to  the  16  th  clause,  which 
empowers  the  Company  to  issue  pro- 
missory notes  without  limit.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  wise  or  safe  to  give 
them  power  to  issue  promissory  notes  to 
any  extent  that  they  might  think 
proper.  I,  therefore,  beg  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  which  this 
Bill  will  be  referred,  to  that  clause,  and, 
if  there  is  found  to  be  anything  in  the 
suggestion  which  I  now  offer,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee 
will  see  that  the  subject  is  attended  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY--I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  House  will  share  in  the  con- 
gratuUtions  which  have  been  expressed 
on  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
efforts  of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Victoria 
(Mr.  Ryan)  in  directing  attention  to  a 
line  of  communication  from  Lake  Win- 
nipeg to  Hudscn  Bay.  It  is  because 
he  has  succeeded  in  interesting  a  number 
of  his  friends,  in  conjunction  with  him- 
self, in  the  undertaking,  that  I  venture 
to  call  his  attention  to  a  letter,  recenUy 
published,  from  a  very  high  authority  on 
all  questions  connected  with  our  new 
territory  in  the  west — Lord  Danraven — 
on  the  subject  of  the  navigation  of 
Hudson  Bay,  ^and  its  outlet,  Hudson 
Straits.  As  I  have  read  that  letter 
very  recently,  and  as  it  possibly  may  not 
have  attracted  the  notice  of  my  hon. 
friend  from  Victoria,  I  may  mention 
that  the  writer  states  most  explicitly 
that,  although  the  navigation  of  Hud- 
son Bay  itself  is  open  for  several 
months  of  the  year,  yet  the  Straits  are 
generally  filled  with  ice,  and  it  is  only 
for  a  period  of  a  few  weeks  —  some 
years  only  two  or  three  weeks — that  it 
is  open  for  navigation.^  I  mention  it, 
not  in  any  sense  with  a  view  to  discour- 
age my  hon.  friend,  but  for  the  purpose 
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of  calling  his  attention  to  the  letter^ 
which  he  will  find  reprinted  in  LiUelTa 
Living  Age,  from  a  magazinB  pablished 
in  London.  It  is  not  only  interesting 
in  its  bearing  upon  this  enterprise,  but 
it  is  most  important  in  refereoice  to  oar 
navigation  and  the  outlet  that  we  have  in 
the  north,  although  Lord  Dunraven  prob- 
ably speaks  only  from  reports  of  oUiers. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  attention  of  my 
hon.  friend  will  be  directed  to  this  par- 
ticular point,  and  that  he  has  possibly 
at  this  very  moment  the  means  of 
answering  any  obiections  of  that  kind, 
and  will  give  the  House  the  benefit  of 
his  inquiries  concerning  the  navigation 
of  Hudson  Straits,  as  he  has  already 
given  us  the  result  of  his  investigation 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Bay  itself. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— As  al- 
ready stated,  the  House  is  very  deeply 
indebted  to  the  hon.  Senator  trom  Victo- 
ria (Ml.  Ryan)  for  the  warm  interest 
that  he  has  taken  in  this  subject,  and  I 
am  sure  that  Parliament  will  be  most 
anxious  to  afford  every  facility  to  any 
private  company  that  will  undertake  to 
carry  out  this  scheme.  We  must  all 
remember  that  the  route  referred  to  in 
this  very  Bill  has  been  the  route  used  by 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company  annually,  for 
a  century  or  longer,  in  transporting  their 
stores  to  the  North- West  Territories,  vid 
the  Hudson  Bay;  and  that  there  is, 
therefore,  a  reasonable  prospect  that,  in 
the  course  of  time,  when  a  large  popula- 
tion is  settled  im  the  North- West,  there 
win  be  an  inducement  for  capitalists  to 
enter  upon  such  a  scheme  as  this.  I  am 
sure  that  Parliament  will  be  ready  to 
afford  every  facility  for  opening  up  this 
route. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  — After  this 
country  has  spent  so  many  millions  of 
dollars  in  trying  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  Lawrence,  in  a  great 
degree  with  the  object  of  benefiting  the 
City  of  Montreal  (a  city  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Victoria  is  especially 
supposed  to  represent  in  this  House)  by 
making  it  the  great  outlet  for  our  West- 
em  produce,  I  think  it  would  be  very 
much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Hudson 
Bay  should  become  the  channel  for  that 
trade.  Although  the  people  of  the 
North-West  will  naturally  feel  grateful 
to  the  hon.  gentleman  for  having  done 
Han.  Mr.  Dickey. 


BO  mneh  to  open  up  a  short  rente  for 
their  produce  to  the  sea,  I  think  that, 
unless  the  people  of  Montreal  are  more 
Christian-like  than  I  give  them  credit 
for  being,  it  is  possible  that  they  will 
not  be  so  grateful  to  him  for  opening  up 
a  rival  route.  It  is  not  usual  to  say 
anything  against  the  second  reading  of  a 
private  billy  bat  this  measure  is  of  a 
qtuMi  public  character,  and  I  presume 
that  there  ik  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  express  our  opinions  upon  its  merits. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  think 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  inti  educed 
this  Bill  might  give  the  House  some 
further  information  as  to  the  necessity  for 
two  lines  of  railway  to  the  Hudson  Bay, 
and  as  to  the  ptx)spects  of  having  steam- 
ships to  aid  this  i*ailway  enterprise.  I 
do  not  altogether  agree  with  my  hon. 
friend  opposite  (Mr.  Power)  in  his  re- 
marks with  reference  to  a  second  outlet 
from  the  North-West  Territories,  because 
it  occurs  to  me  that  the  more  outlets  such 
a  country  as  that  has  the  better  ;  and  I, 
for  one,  do  not  despair,  if  I  should  live 
ten  years  longer,  to  see  Hudson  Bay 
navigated  by  steamships  for  several 
months  of  the  season,  and  that  not  only 
cargoes  of  grain,  but  of  cattle,  may  be 
transported  by  that  route  safely,  cheaply 
and  expeditiously  to  England.  I  think 
that  the  experience  of  my  own  Province, 
gained  during  the  past  few  winter  seasons, 
will  have  considerable  interest  for  other 
parts  of  the  Dominion,  and  that  the 
operations  of  the  steamer  Northern  Light, 
between  Georgetown  and  Pictou,  demon- 
strate that  we  are  only  at  the  beginning 
of  the  science  of  winter  navigation. 
When  another  outlet  for  the  profluce  of 
the  North-West  is  required  by  Hudson 
Bay,  we  may  then  expect  to  see  the 
question  of  the  winter  navigation  of  the 
Straits  of  Northumberland  satisfactorily 
solved. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN — As  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  information  formerly 
given  by  me,  in  relation  to  the  Hud- 
son Bay  route,  and  other  information 
has  been  given  to  the  House,  to-day,  by 
my  hon.  friend  from  Amherst,  I  may 
tell  the  House,  although  I  will  not  dis- 
close all  the  advantages  possessed  by  this 
route,  lest  we  might  be  overwhelmed  by 
applications  for  our  stock,  that  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Straits,  as  well  as  of  the 
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Oulf,  has  been  carefully  inquired  into. 
We  know  well  that  the  central  |>art  of 
Hudson  Bay  is  seldom,  if  ever,  frozen 
over,  and  it  is  only  the  borda^e  ice  around 
the  shores  which  forms  during  winter. 
This  is  attested  by  those  who  have  given 
attention  to  the  question  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  that  bay.  The  ice  which  forms 
in  the  southern  and  shallow  part  of 
Hudson  Bay,  near  James'  Bay,  i& 
generally  carried  up  by  southerly  spring 
winds  into  one  of  the  channels  of  the 
Straits.  It  sometimes  paclcs  in  the 
southern  channel,  but,  a  little  to  the 
north,  there  is  another  channel  free  from 
ice  for  several  months.  The  so-called 
Hudson  Straits  consist  of  more  than  one 
channel,  and  the  more  northerly  one  is 
the  channel  which  is  the  safe  and  proper 
one  to  navigate.  I  am  afraid  that  Lord 
Dunraven  has  had  his  information  at 
second  hand,  and  he  probably  refers  only 
to  the  southerly  channeL  I  have  my 
information  from  men  who  have  been  in 
these  latitudes,  particularly  from  one 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  co-operating 
in  the  Bill  introduced  by  my  hon.  friend 
opposite  (Mr.  Bead),  who  informs  me 
(he  is  a  member  of  the  other  House) 
that  he  has  made  two  voyages  in  one 
season  from  Scotland  to  Hudson  Bay. 
On  his  second  return  voyage  of  that  sea- 
son he  left  Hudson  Bay  in  the  month 
of  November.  On  his  first  outward 
voyage  he  left  Scotland  in  the  month  of 
May.  I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  the 
House  with  any  discussion  as  to  the 
facilities  of  this  route,  because  I  was 
very  coldly  received,  as  perhaps  was  to 
be  expected  in  dealing  with  so  high  a 
latitude,  when  I  first  attempted  to  in- 
duce the  €k>vemment  to  look  upon  this 
Hudson  route  as  an  important  question 
to  be  solved  by  them.  As  .to  the  re- 
marks of  my  hoii.  friend  from  Halifax,  I 
can  only  say  that,  if  his  philosophy  is 
adopted  in  this  House,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  we  had  better  stop  short,  and  ad- 
vance no  further ;  the  Dominion  has 
reached  the  acme  of  perfection ;  no  mat- 
ter what  scientific  discoveries  or  prac- 
tical inventions  are  introduced,  or  im- 
provements proposed,  he  wishes  to  shut 
down  on  them,  and  to  keep  us  to  the 
groove  upon  which  we  have  already  ex- 
pended 80  much  money.  Another  hon. 
gentleman  has  made  the  remark  that  the 
o^souroes  of  the  North- West  will  require 
Hon,  Mr.  Ryan. 


all  the  outlets  that  the  country  can 
afford  them,  and  that  is  my  belief.  And 
I  believe,  further,  that,  instead  of  doing 
any  injury  to  our  present  routes,  that 
this  will  only  supplement  them,  and  they 
will  have  the  advantage  of  this  route, 
affording  greater  facilities  for  the  intro- 
duction of  immigrants  into  the  North- 
West,  by  which  the  produce  to  be 
exported  will  be  doubled  or  trebled  more 
quickly  than  if  we  depended  entirely  on 
one  route.  I  can  only  say  this  as  regards 
the  impression  made  upon  the  people  of 
Montreal  and  of  the  District  of  Victoria  ; 
that  they  have  not  the  slightest  appre- 
hension as  to  this  Bill  injuring  them. 
They  are  not,  I  am  sure,  so  selfish  or 
narrow-minded  as  to  take  that  view  of  it. 
They  will  work  for  improving  the  grand 
national  route  they  possess,  and  will  do  it 
manfully,  but  they  will  not  try  to  block 
the  way  to  any  enterprising  individuals 
who  may  try  to  strike  out  new  and,  per- 
haps, better  routes. 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR— What  about 
the  Coteau  Bridge  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN— -To  shew  that  the 
people  of  Montreal  are  not  so  narrow- 
minded  as  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Halifax  would  lead  the  House  to  believe 
them,  if  he  will  look  at  the  names  which 
are  in  the  Bill,  he  will  find  that  amongst 
them  are  some  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  that  city,  one  the  President  «f 
a  shipping  company,  possessing  a  large 
numl]«r  of  steamers  and  other  vessels. 
This  gentleman  assured  me  that,  as  soon 
as  a  cargo  could  be  had  in  Hudson  Bay, 
he  would  send  one  of  his  steamers  there 
at  once,  and  would  be  most  happy  to 
take  shares  in  this  Company — in  fibct,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Company  to  be  incor- 
porated under  the  Bill  before  the  House, 
and,  in  answer  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Prince  Edward  Island,  who,  I 
believe,  asked  the  question,  this  is  one 
of  the  indications  that  we  have  of  steam- 
ers being  induced  to  go  to  Hudson  Bay. 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR— I  was  asking 
what  about  Coteau  Bridge,  if  Montreal 
does  not  object  to  any  other  route  but 
the  St.  Lawrence  ? 

Hoi^  Mr.  RYAN— The  Coteau  Bridge 
route  is  a  foreign  route,  and  those  who 
favor  it  had,  perhaps,  better  follow  it^ 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— My 
hon.  friend  from  Victoria  says  that  his 
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proposition  was  received  very  coldly  by 
the  Government.  It  was  received  coldly 
by  the  Government,  and  justly  so. 
Private  enterprise  is  one  thing,  and  a 
Oovernraent  dealing  with  the  revenue  and 
resources  of  a  country  is  another  thing, 
llie  Government  did  not  oppose  this  Bill 
because  it  tends  to  promote  private  en- 
terprise; but  the  suggestion  on  the  for- 
mer occasion  was  that  the  Government 
should  try  the  expeiiment  and  be  at  all 
the  expense. 

Hon.    Mr.  RYAN— Merely  for  the 
exploration  and  testing  of  it. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
Government  is  not  anxious,  speaking  for 
the  country,  for  which  it  for  the  time 
being  acts,  that  this  route  should  succeed. 
The  country  has  gone  to  an  enormous 
expense,  and  is  straining  its  resources 
to  construct  a  line  of  communication 
from  the  North-West  (the  trade  of  which 
these  companies  are  also  anxious  to  tap)  by 
the  St.  Lawrence,  to  carry  the  trade 
down  that  way,  and,  however  impolitic 
it  may  be  to  resist  or  seek  to  resist  the 
development  of  private  enterprise,  it 
would  be  manifestly  impolitic  for  the 
Government,  after  constructing  one  line 
of  communication,  to  enter  into  fur- 
ther expenditure  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  another  and  rival  outlet,  in 
another  direction,  tending  to  diminish  the 
business  of  the  route  through  Canada 
and  by  the  St.  Lawrence  route,  now  being 
consti-ucted.  My  hou.  friend  from  Vic- 
toria hopes  that  there  will  ])e  business 
enough  for  both.  I  hope  so,  too,  but  it 
is  a  long  way  to  look  forward  to.  In  the 
meantime,  the  immense  sums  of  money 
expended  by  Canada  in  constructing  a 
line  of  communication  by  Lake  Superior 
to  the  North-West  must,  in  some  way  or 
other,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  be  sup- 
plied with  a  remunerative  traffic,  and  we 
do  not  want  to  assist  (further  than  to 
allow  private  enterprise  an  opportunity 
of  developing  itself)  in  making  another 
line  of  communication  which  will  inter- 
fere with  the  volume  of  that  traffic. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— Hon.  gentlemen 
will  allow  me  to  read  the  brief  notice 
that  has  been  taken  of  this  matter  by 
Lord  Dunraven.  The  article  was  origi- 
nally published  in  The  Nineteenth  Cen- 


Hon,  Sir  Alex,  Campbell, 


« Hudson  Bay  is  open  for  four  or  live 
months  in  the  year.  But  Hudson  Straits 
are  not,  and  there  is  little  comfort  in  having 
open  water  Inside  in  the  hay  when  you  cannot 
reach  it,  and  it  is  a  poor  consolation  to  know 
that  the  warm  ocean  is  close  to  you  outside 
when  you  cannot  get  out.  There  are  years 
in  which  the  Straits  are  not  open  for  more 
than  two  or  three  weeks.  Ships  have 
occasionally  failed  to  force  a  passage  through 
the  Straits,  and  ships  have  heen  detained  in 
the  bay  all  summer  unable  to  work  their  wav 
out." 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  rose  to  a 
point  of  order,  as  the  lion,  gentleman 
from  Amherst  had  already  spoken. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  he  did  not 
desire  to  say  anything  further  than  to 
quote  the  passage  in  question. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

JOINT    COMMITTEE    ON    PRINTING. 
TENTH   REPORT. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  the  tenth  report  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Printing. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EMERSON      FREE      TRAFFIC      BRIDGE 
OVER    RED    RIVER. 

SECOND    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (36)  "  An  Act  to  autho- 
rize the  Corporation  of  the  Town  of 
Emerson  to  construct  a  free  passenger 
and  traffic  bridge  over  the  Red  River,  in 
in  the  Province  of  Manitoba."  He 
said :  I  am  sure  that  this  Bill  will 
be  received  with  satisfaction,  because  it 
is  but  proper  that  means  should  be  pro- 
vided to  allow  passengers  coming  by  rail 
to  St.  Vincent  to  cross  over  to  the  west 
side  of  Red  River.  This  Bill  does  not 
contain  any  extraordinary  provisions.  It 
is  provided  that  nothing  shall  be  done 
towards  construction  of  the  bridge  until 
the  plans  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Governor  in  Council,  and  have  received 
his  approval.  In  order  to  insure  that 
there  will  be  no  material  interruption  to 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  it  is  provided 
that  the  bridge  shall  have  a  swing  or 
draw  in  the  main  channel  of  at  least 
forty  feet,  and  the  woik  is  to  be  com- 
menced within  two  years  and  finished 
within  four  years  from  the  granting  of 
this  charter. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Thia 
Bill  had  the  assent  of  the  Government  in 
24 
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another  place ;  but  I  do  not  know ; 
whether  my  hon.  friend's  attention  has  | 
been  called  to  a  difficulty  which  may 
j)i"»ssibly  arise,  and  which,  I  think,  it  is 
desirable  that  he  should  be  aware  of,  lest 
further  action  might  be  taken  upon  the 
Bill,  on  the  aRsumption  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  its 
object.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  have  raised  certain  difficulties 
about  bridging  the  Red  River,  asserting 
that  any  bridge  across  that  liver  has  the 
effect  of  backing  the  water  on  to  the 
lands  in  Minnesota,  and  the  power  which 
the  Bill  gives  the  Government,  to  ap- 
prove or  disapprove  of  the  plans,  will 
have  to  be  exercised  with  refereace  to 
that  difficulty;  amongst  others.  It  is 
very  hard  to  say  how  far  that  will  lead 
lis,  and  I  think  it  well  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  should  be  aware  of  the  fact,  so 
that  he  may  not  be  too  ^nguine  as  to  the 
ultimate  result  of  the  BUI.  I  do  not 
desire  to  submit  any  question  to  the 
Committee,  as  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
Bill,  and  I  am  only  pointing  out  a  diffi- 
culty which  may  occur  hereafter. 

lion.  Mr.  MILLER— The  Govern- 
ment will  have  the  whole  matter  in  its 
hands? 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  C.4MPBELL— Yes. 
The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  following  Bills,  from  the  House  of 
Commons,  were  introduced  and  read  the 
first  time : 

Bill  (100)  "  An  Act  respecting  the 
Industrial  Refuge  for  Gii'ls,  of  Ontario." 
—(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (98)  "  An  Act  respecting  the  On- 
tario Refoi-matory  for  Boys."  —  (Sir 
Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (99)  "  An  Act  respecting  the  Re- 
formatory for  Juvenile  Offendera  in 
Prince  Edward  Island." — (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

Bill  (63)  "  An  Act  to  extend  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Manitoba  and  South-Western 
Colonization  Railway  Company,  and 
further  to  amend  the  Act  incorporating 
said  Company." — (Mr.  Girard.) 

Bill  (49)  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
Red  River  and  Assiniboine  Bridge  Com- 
pany."— (Mr.  Girard.) 

H<m,  Sir  Alex.  CampbeU. 


Bill  (60)  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
South  Saskatchewan  Valley  Railway 
Company." — (Mr.  Girard.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  4.15  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

TuHsday,  April  27th,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayei*s  and  routine  proceedings. 

CREDIT  VALLEY  RAILWAY  COMPANY'S 
BILL. 

THIRD    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Railways,  Telegraphs  and  Har- 
bors, reported  Bill  (53)  "  Respecting  the 
Credit  Valley  Railway  Company,"  with- 
out amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  moved  the  third 
reading. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

SESSIONAL  INDEMNITY  TO  MEMBERff. 
MOTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  gave  the 
following  notice  for  Thursday  next : — 

''  That  he  will  submit  the  tollowitig  resoiu- 
tion  for  tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate : — 

**  I  St.  That  it  appears  from  information  in 
possession  of  the  House,  a  member  of  the 
Senate  attended  some  days  only  during  the 
session  of  1877,  and  that  the  said  member 
drew  more  than  half  the  sessional  allowance 
for  such  attendance. 

<<  2nd.  That  the  Hon.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell, 
tlien  a  member  of  this  House,  advised  oa  ap- 
proved such  an  interpretation  or  construction 
of  the  law  as  would  admit  of  such  payment. 

«  3rd.  That  this  House  cannot  approve  of 
such  interpretation  or  construction  of  *■  The 
Act  relating  to  the  indemnity  of  members . '  ** 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  ask  the  House  whether  this  sort 
of  proceeding  is  to  go  on,  and  the  Senate 
is  to  be  made  use  of  by  the  hon.  member 
tor  Woodstock  (Mr.  Alexander)  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  such  notices  as  this 
upon  i-ecord  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Speak 
out. 

Hon.  Mr.  DTCKEY—The  hon.  gentle- 
man will  be  able  to  hear  me.     It  is  my 
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desire  that  he  shall,  and,  if  he  cannot, 
probably  the  motion  that  I  propo8e  to 
submit  to  the  House,  will  awaken  him  to 
a  sense  ot  the  object  that  I  have  in  view, 
an  object  which,  I  may  state,  is  to  keep 
up  the  character  and  honor  of  the  Senate, 
and  not  to  allow  it  to  bo  used  causelessly 
for  purposes  which  I  need  not  further 
advert  to.  Fortunately,  the  rules  of  the 
Senate  are  suj£cient  to  protect  us  even 
from  such  notices  as  this,  not  to  speak  of 
motions.  The  rule,  as  laid  down  in 
"  May,"  is  to  this  effect : — 

"  As  motions  for  which  notices  have  l>«en 
giyen  need  not  be  actually  made  when  the 
time  arrives,  the  Order  Book  is  sometimes 
used  for  the  expression  of  opinions  not  in- 
tended to  be  ultimately  proposed  for  adoption. 
This  is  a  deviation  from  the  true  object  of  the 
Order  Book  ;  but  it  is  not  a  practical  evil  of 
much  importance,  nor  is  there,  perhaps,  any 
remedy  for  it ;  but,  in  resortinpr  to  this  practice, 
members  must  be  careful  lest  they  give  offence 
to  the  House  by  unbecoming  expressions,  for 
the  notice  may,  for  such  a  cause,  be  expunged 
from  the  Notice  Paper.'' 

All  this  applies  to  the  unbecoming  lan- 
guage in  the  notice  which  has  been  given 
by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock. 
The  following  is  a  precedent  exactly  in 
point : — 

«  On  the  7th  June,  1868,  the  House  of  Lords 
adopted  a  novel  and  very  effectual  course  in 
regard  to  a  notice.  The  Lord  Kingston,  hav- 
ing proposed  to  renew  a  notice  of  putting  cer- 
tain questions,  the  House  resolved  :  <  That  the 
said  questions  have  been  sufficiently  answered, 
and  ought  not  to  be  renewed}'  and,  according- 
ly, the  proposed  notice  was  not  received  by 
the  Clerk." 

Now,  to  shew  that  that  includes  not 
merely  where  a  question  has  been 
answered  by  a  minister,  but  that  it  in- 
cludes also  a  question  which  has  been 
dealt  with  by  the  House,  I  will  call 
attention  to  the  practice  with  reference 
to  '  irregular  questions  which  the 
Speaker  declined  to  put  to  the  House. 
It  will  be  found  on  page  262  of  May  : 
•  As  if  the  question  had  already  been 
decided  in  the  same  session."  The  point 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House — for  at  present  I  would 
rather  not  make  any  reference  to  the  ex- 
pressions and  the  charges  contained 
in  this  motion — is  this  :  Is  there  ever  to 
be  an  end  to  proceedings  in  this  House  1 
Are  certain  questions  to  be  brought  up 
constantly,  day  after  day,  when  they 
have  already  been  decided?  Now,  in 
in  this  case,  the  question  that  the  hon. 
Hon.  Mr.  Dickey. 


member  proposes  to  put  on  the  order 
pax>er  has  already  been  decided  in  two 
ways :  In  the  firet  place,  by  the 
resolution  which  he  himself  put  on  the 
notice  paper,  and  which — when  it  came 
to  the  point,  after  postponing;;  it  day 
after  day  and  almost  week  after  week — ■ 
he  withdrew.  He  did  that  in  the  face 
of  an  amendment  which  superceded  the 
resolution  itself;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  by  the  reference  of  the  question, 
in  accordance  with  the  unanimous  deci- 
cision  of  the  House,  to  the  Committee 
on  Contingent  Accounts,  where  it  is  now 
pending.  I  say  that  it  is  not  resiDectful 
to  the  Senate  or  to  the  Committee  on 
Contingent  Accounts  to  ask  the  House 
to  take  the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Committee,  and  to  bring  it  up  again 
here.  I  propose  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

<<That  the  subject-matter  of  this  notice 
having  already  been  considered  by  the  Senate 
during  the  present  session,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Contingent  Accounts,  said 
notice  be  not  received  by  the  Clerk." 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD— I  trnst  that 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock  (Mr. 
Alexander)   will    withdraw    his    notice 
without  any  further  discussion.     It  is  a 
clear  principle  laid  down  by  the  practice 
of  Parliaooent,  that  eaoh  House  has  full 
control,  not  only  of  a  motion  made  by  a 
member,  but  also  of  protests,  which  is 
considered    an    important    privilege   of 
members  of  the  House  of  Lords.     They 
have,     in     fact,     exercised     the-    right 
to    expunge  a  protest    from    the  Jour- 
nals,   and,   accoixling   to  precedents    of 
the    Imperial     Parliament,     they    have 
control  over  notices  of  motion,  and  it  is 
quite  clear  that  a  legislative  body  should 
have  su:h  control.     If  they   had   not, 
offensive  words  and  insinuations  might 
be   made  against  hon.  members  of  the 
body  by  a  member  taking  such  a  course 
as  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock  has 
pursued  ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  quite  clear, 
on  the  grounds  so  well  put  by  the  hon. 
Senator   from  Amhei-st    (Mr.    Dickey), 
that    this   identical   question   has   been 
dealt  with  already  by  the  House  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Contingent 
Accounts,  that  the  notice  is  not  in  order. 
My  hon.  friend  should  have  gone  before 
the  Committee  on  Contingent  Accounts 
if  he  wished  to  make  any  case  on  this 
point.     Therefore,  I  think,  without  mak- 
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in^  any  further  remarks,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  should  withdraw  his  notice, 
otherwise,  I  trust  that  the  House  will 
shew  that  the  course  of  proceeding  that 
he  is  indulging  in  will  not  meet  with 
their  approval. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  do  not  agree 
with  my  hon.  friend  who  has  just  re- 
sumed his  seat,  that  this  motion  should 
be  withdrawn.  I  think  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Amherst 
meets  the  case — that  there  should  be  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
House  on  this  suVyecr.,  in  view  of  the 
scenes  we  have  had,  day  after  day,  dur- 
ing this  session,  from  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. If  he  withdraws  his  motion  to-day, 
he  may  bring  it  up  again  to-mon'ow  or 
next  day.  The  House  has  no  guarantee 
that  he  will  not  pursue  a  similar  course 
again  this  session,  and,  perhaps,  next 
session.  Therefore,  I  think  the  wisest 
course  vrill  be  to  vote  upon  the  resolu- 
tion moved  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Amhei-st. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  :  I  cannot 
say  that  I  approve  the  course  pursued 
'by  the  hon.  Senator  from  "Woodstock, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do  think  there 
are  other  ways  of  preventing  a  recur- 
rence of  the  scenes  to  which  the  hon. 
Senator  fi'om  Richmond  (Mr.  Miller) 
alludes.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  ready 
answer  can  be  given  to  the  remark  of 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Amherst  when  he 
asks  if  there  is  ever  to  be  an  end  to  these 
motions  brought  up  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Woodstock.  The  best  answer  to 
that  would  be  the  introduction  of  a  Bill 
to  regulate  the  payment  of  indemnities, 
and  settle  the  question  once  and  for 
all.  I  have  heard  it  urged  that  such  a 
Bill  could  not  be  introduced  in  the 
Senate ;  but  I  see  no  reason  why  such  a 
measure  should  not  be  introduced  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  Senate,  and  in  that  way  the 
members  of  this  House  would  be  placed 
in  a  proper  position  before  the  country. 
If  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock  will 
accept  my  advice,  he  will  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— My  hon.  friend 
who  has  just  sat  down  is  under  a  strange 
delusion,  which,  perhaps,  can  be  account- 
ed for  by  the  fact  that  he  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Contingent 
Eon.  Mr.  Botsford, 


Accounts.  I  may  tell  him  that  this 
question  was  referred  by  the  House  to 
that  Committee,  and  is  being  dealt  with. 
This  very  day  a  sub-committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  the 
payments  to  members  from  1867,  and, 
when  the  question  comes  up  before  the 
House  on  tne  report  of  that  committee, 
it  will  be  quite  competent  for  the  hon. 
gentleman  to  take  action  upon  it.  The 
hon.  Senator  from  Prince  Edward  Island 
(Mr.  Haythome)  takes  exception  to  my 
remark  :  "  Is  there  ever  to  be  an  end  to 
proceedings  on  the  same  subject."  The 
hon.  gentleman  surely  knows  that  it  is 
eontrary  to  parliamentary  rule  to  be 
constantly  pressing  upon  the  House  de- 
cisions upon  any  subject  which  has 
already  been  decided.  This  matter  hav- 
ing already  been  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Contingent  Accounts,  *vhere  it  is 
being  considered,  and  having  been  re- 
ferred with  the  consent  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman himself,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say 
anything  more  about  it.  I  regret  very 
much,  as  an  aggravation  of  the  course 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Alexan- 
der) has  taken  in  this  matter,  that  some- 
body has  furnished  a  paper  of  to-day 
with  a  copy  of  the  notice  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  read  yesterday,  and  which, 
had  been  suppressed  with  his  assent. 
That  is  a  course  which  is  at  once  unbe- 
coming to  the  hon.  member  himself,  and 
is  an  indignity  to  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  DEVER— I  do  not  at  all 
approve  of  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Sen- 
ator from  Woodstock,  because  I  think 
the  House  has  dealt  nearly  as  far  as  it 
can  with  this  question  ;  but  I  cannot 
relieve  this  op  any  preceding  Govern- 
ment since  1867  for  not  dealing  with 
the  matter.  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
being  a  member  of  the  Senate  since  Con- 
federation, and  I  must  say  that  I  always 
regarded  it  as  compulsory  on  me  to  stop 
here  thirty-one  days  before  I  could  con- 
sider myself  entitled  to  my  sessional 
allowance,  and  I  believe  that  the  law  has 
been  so  interpreted  by  the  majority  of 
the  members  of  this  body.  If  this  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  one  that  preceded  it, 
found  that  it  could  be  interpreted  differ- 
ently, I  think  it  was  very  wrong  that 
they  sho<ild  not  have  made  that  inter- 
pretation known  to  every  member  of  the 
House.  They  should  have  taken  care 
that  no  one  member  was  treated  differ- 
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entlj  from  othpn>,  and  neither  Govern- 
ment could  coiuplain  that  it  had  not  a 
sufficient  luajority  to  enable  it  to  pursue 
a  right  course,  and  have  the  law  amend- 
ed 80  that  no  one  member  could  obtain 
so  much  public  money  on  so  unreason- 
able a  basis.  I  cannot  approve  of  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Wood- 
stock, inasmuch  as  he  appears  t%  be  de- 
sirous of  censuring  the  leader  of  the 
Grovemment,  vrho,  in  my  opinion,  has 
simply  interpreted  the  law  as  it  is.  I 
do  not  profess  to  be  a  lawyer,  but,  when 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  subject  re- 
cently, I  examined  the  Act,  and  I  must 
say  that  it  can  "be  interpreted  exactly  as 
the  leader  of  the  GU>vernment  construed 
it  the  other  day. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  do  not  think 
there  is  a  question  as  to  the  desirability 
of  the  withdrawal  of  this  resolution.  The 
hon.  gentleman  from  Woodstock  ought 
to  defer  to  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the 
House  and  withdraw  it.  At  the  same 
time,  I  have  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  course  pursued  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Amherst  (Mr.Lickey)  is  one  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  follow.  In  striking  a 
notice  off  the  paper  we  are  taking  a 
step  which  may  be  followed  in  some 
other  case  in  which  great  injustice  may 
be  done.  It  does  not  follow  that,  because 
a  motion  of  which  notice  is  given  is  un- 
wise or  does  not  meet  the  views  of  the 
majority  of  the  House,  therefore  a  mem- 
ber should  be  deprived  of  the  right 
which  he  should  possess  of  giving  that 
notice.  I  think  the  better  course,  by  far, 
would  be  for  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Woodstock  to  withdraw  his  resolution. 
The  substance  of  it  is,  that  this  House 
should  resolve  that  a  statute  should  be 
interpreted  in  a  certain  way.  I  think 
if  there  is  any  way  in  which  the  Senate 
can  shew  that  it  desires  that  the  statute 
should  be  interpreted  in  a  different  way 
from  that  in  which  it  has  heretofore  been 
interpreted,  it  should  be  done,  and,  there- 
fore, the  substance  of  the  resolution  is 
not  objectionable.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  he  should  have  made  it  so  by  the 
preamble.  It  is,  besides,  a  kind  of  con- 
tempt of  the  Committee  on  Contingent 
Accounts,  before  which  this  matter  now 
is,  for  the  hon.  gentleman  to  bring  up  a 
resolution  upon  the  subject.  For  these 
reasons  I  think  the  resolution  should  be 
withdrawn. 

Hon*  Mr.  Dever, 


Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  merely  wish  to 
express  my  surprise  that  any  member  of 
the  House  should  have  forgotten  that 
this  subject  is  governed  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  Sume  hon.  gentlemen  have 
spoken  as  if  it  were  governed  by  a  i  eso- 
lution,  which  can  be  controlled  or  altered 
by  the  Senate.  I  am  not  aware  that 
this  House  is  a  tribunal  for  inteiT>reting 
an  Act  of  Parliament.  It  sounds  extra- 
ordinary that  a  Senator  should  declare 
that  the  usually  accepted  interpretation 
put  upon  an  Act  of  Parliament  is  wrong, 
and  that  this  should  be  laid  down  as  the 
premises  on  which  to  build  certain 
conclusions.  The  hon.  Senator  from 
Woodstock  formulates  a  proposition.  Be 
assumes  certain  thinfi;s  as  proven  or 
granted.  Now,  t  deny  that  those  thiugii 
are  proven  or  true.  It  does  not  seem  at 
all  in  harmony  with  the  pi-actice  which 
should  prevail  in  this  House,  that  gentle- 
men should  get  up  and  intei  iectthe  opinion 
that  a  Senator  has  done  WLX>ng  be^xise, 
in  their  opinion,  an  Act  of  Parliament 
has  been  violated.  This  question  of  in- 
demnity is  dealt  with,  I  believe,  by  the 
Clerk,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the 
Speaker.  They  are  guided  in  their  con- 
clusions by  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Commons  or  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice;  and  they  are  the  only 
tribunal  that  can  fairly  be  consulted.  If 
any  member  of  this  House  is  to  assume 
the  right  to  interpi-et  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment as  his  judgment  dictates,  just  see 
the  confusion  it  will  all  lead  to.  It  is  quite 
in  the  power  of  the  hon.  Senator  trora 
Woodstock  to  propose  for  the  considera- 
tion of  this  House  a  measure  for  reduc- 
ing the  indemnity  paid  to  Senators  and 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
That  is  the  parliamentary  course  to  take, 
and  not  to  find  fault  with  the  interpre- 
tation that  is  accepted  by  the  authority 
that  we  ourselves  have  delegated  to  in- 
terpret the  Act  for  us. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH :  I  djffer 
from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down.  I  do  not  know  whether  a 
private  member  of  the  Senate  could  in- 
troduce a  Bill  of  that  kind,  regulating 
the  indemnity  to  members. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT :  You  can  restrict 
the  payments  by  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

•    Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH:    Yes;  but 
we  could  not  do  it.     Even  the  Minister 
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of  Militia  here  could  not  do  it.  I  should 
like,  however,  in  some  proper^  and  be- 
coming manner,  to  have  an  expression 
of  this  House  as  to  the  interpretation 
that  has  been  put  upon  the  A.ct.  While 
I  may  diOfer  from  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Woodstock  as  to  his  mode  of  bringing 
the  matter  before  the  House,  I  think 
that  it  is  a  subject  which  should  be  dealt 
with.  J  think  it  would  be  better  if  my 
hon.  friend  would  withdraw  the  notice, 
and  also  my  hon.  friend  from  Amherst 
his  resolution  in  amendment.  It  would 
be  unwise,  in  my  opinion,  to  establish  a 
precedent  of  this  kind,  which  might 
hereafter  be  used  disadvantageously  to 
the  interests  of  members  and  free  discus- 
sion in  this  House.  No  member  who 
has  special  views  on  a  matter,  although 
his  views  may  not  harmonize  with  those 
of  the  majority,  or  may  not  be  of  a 
pleasant  nature  to  some  members  of  the 
House,  should  be  prevented  such  in  a 
summary  manner  from  putting  them 
u{K>n  record.  Yet,  upon  the  report  of 
the  Contingent  Committee,  the  question 
may  be  discussed.  I  think,  therefore,  it 
would  be  well  to  withdraw  both  the 
notice  of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Wood- 
stock and  the  resolution  before  us  I 
cannot  support  it  if  it  is  pressed  to  a 
vote,  as  I  believe  that  it  will  ci-eate  a 
dangerous  precedent. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  should 
regret  most  deeply  if  any  steps  which  I 
take  upon  the  floor  of  this  House  in  the 
dischjirge  of  my  duty  should  deprive  me 
of  the  respect  and  friendship  of  the 
Senate,  which  I  have  enjoyed  for  so  long 
a  period  of  time.  If  any  member  has 
uniformly,  from  the  very  first  day  that  he 
entered  this  House,  met  with  kindness 
and  indulgence  in  every  respect,  it  is 
myself,  and  I  feel  gmteful  for  the  nniform 
kindness  which  has  been  shewn  me  upon 
every  occasion  when  I  have  moved  upon 
any  public  question,  and  I  am  sure  that 
the  Senate  will  give  me  credit,  even  if 
they  disagree  with  me  and  think  that  I 
err  in  judgment  in  the  course  that  I  am 
now  pursuing,  for  having  bean  actuated 
by  a  simple  desire  to  accomplish  good. 
We  know  that,  in  public  life,  all  sorts  of 
motives  are  imputed  to  members — per- 
sonal pique,  revenge,  ambition  and  self- 
glorification.  But  what  does  a  member 
who  delights  to  discharge  his  duty  faith- 
fully to  the  country  care  for  all  those 
Hon,  Mr,  Kaulbach, 


imputations  as  to  his  motives  1  He  cares 
as  little  for  them  as,  perhaps,  for  the  abuse 
which  he  might  meet  with  in  the  public 
streets  of  the  country.  It  is  a  very 
solemn  duty  that  we  have  to  discharge 
on  the  floor  of  Parliament.  There  ia  no 
higher  position  that  we  can  occupy  than 
to  be  a  member  of  this  House.  There  is 
a  grave  and  solemn  responsibility  resting 
upon  us.  I  have  thought  deliberately 
and  solemnly  over  the  course  that  I  was 
to  pursue  in  this  case,  and  I  wouH  never 
have  moved  in  this  matter  if  I  had  not 
considered  it  necessary  to  do  so  in  the 
way  that  I  have  done.  What  was  that 
necessity]  The  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  House,  when  I  asked  the 
kind  permission  of  the  Senate  to  with- 
draw my  motion  the  other  day,  went  on 
with  an  amendment  which  he  had  on  the 
notice  paper,  and  proceeded  to  state, 
among  other  things,  that  he  had  boen 
personally  responsible  for  one  of  those 
acts  to  which  this  motion  refers. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I  think  the 
hon.  gentleman  cannot  refer  to  a  preced- 
ing debate. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER-!  simply 
desire  to  say  that,  from  the  course  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  pursued,  and  the 
manner  which*  he  adopted  on  that  occas- 
ion of  treating  a  very  serious  and  grave 
matter 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH — I  rise  to  enforce 
the  standing  order.  I  insist  upon  it.  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  right  to  allow  these 
attacks,  day  after  day,  on  the  leader  of 
the  House  to  go  before  the  country. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— The  hon.  gtn- 
tleman  (Mr.  Alexander)  is  out  of  order 
in  another  way.  He  is  out  of  order  in. 
referring  to  a  previous  debate.  The 
leader  of  the  House  corrected  him,  and 
immediately  he  reverted  to  the  same 
thing  again. 

Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY— There 
is  another  objection.  The  matter  is  be- 
fore a  standing  committee  of  the  House, 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  should  not  take 
it  up  here.  It  is  not  in  accordance  with 
parliamentary  usage. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  simply 
desite  to  say 

Hon  Mr.  SMITH— I  ask  the  Speaker 
to  enforce  the  rule. 
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Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  — I  will 
only  detain  tlie  House  to  express  the 
deep  I'egret  that  I  should  feel  if  I  lost 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  Senate  by 
any  course  that  1  should  deem  it  my 
duty  to  pursue.  As  one  or  two  hon. 
gentlemen  in  this  House  seem  deter- 
mined to  prevent  me  referring  to  the 
matter  which  would  justify  the.  coui*se 
that  I  am  taking,  I  shall,  in  obedience 
to  the  feeling  of  the  House,  withdiuw 
my  motion. 

Hon.    Sir    ALEX.    CAMPBELL.— 

No. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  resolu- 
tion in  amendment,  which  was  adopted 
on  the  following  vote  : — 
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BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Bill  (64)  "  To  authorize  and  provide 
for  the  winding  up  of  the  Consolidated 
Bank  of  Canada."— (Mr.  Ryan.) 

Bill  (67)  *•  To  amend  the  Acts  respect- 
ing the  Canada    Central  Railway  Com- 
pany."— (Mr.  Cochrane.) 
Hon,  Jir.  Smith, 


OFFENCES  AGAINST  THE  PERSON,  PAR- 
TIAL REPEAL  BILL. 

COMMONS   AMEI4DMENTS. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  moved  con- 
currence in  th«  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mons to  Bill  (L)  '*  Otiences  against  the 
Person,  Partial  Repeal  Bill." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in  without 
amendment. 


ONTARIO    INDUSTRIAL    REFUGE    FOR 
GIRLS  BILL. 

SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (100)  "An 
Act  respecting  '  the  Industrial  Refuge 
for  Girls,  of  Ontario."  He  said : 
This  Bill,  and  the  next  one  to  it 
on  the  order  paper  —  a  bill  concern- 
ing **  The  Ontario  Reformatory  for 
Boys,"  are  presented  to  the  Parliament 
of  the  Dominion  at  the  instance  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Province  of  Ontario. 
That  Province  has  recently  erected  two 
places^  one  for  the  reformation  of  boys, 
and  the  other  called  an  industrial  refuge 
for  girls.  It  is  the  desire  .of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Ontario  that  these  two  places 
should  be  used  with  the  hope,  I  have  no 
doubt  well  founded,  of  reforming  young 
criminals,  and,  to  get  the  necessary 
powei-s,  they  were  obliged  to  come  to  the 
Parliament  of  the  Dominion.  The  Bill 
has  been  prepared  by  the  Attorney- Gen- 
ei-al  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  has 
received  the  assent  of  prominent  repre- 
sentatives of  that  Pfovince  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
anything  in  either  of  them  to  draw  forth 
much  dibcussion  in  this  House,  but  if 
any  is  necessary  it  can  take  place  when 
they  are  in  Committee. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


ONTARIO 


REFORMATORY    FOR    BOYS 
BILL. 


SECOND  READING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (98)  "An  Act 
respecting  the  Ontario  Reformatory  for 
Boys." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 
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PRINCE    EDWARD    ISLAND  REFORMA- 
TORY FOR  JUVENILE  OFFENDERS 
BILL. 

SECOND    READING. 

Hon.  Sir  A.LEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (99)  **  An  Act 
respecting  the  Reformatory  for  Juvenile 
Offenders  in  Prin<3e  Edward  Island." 
He  said :  "  This  Bill  is  to  meet  a 
similar  intention  which  the  Legislature 
of  Prince  Edward  Island  hiis  conceived 
of  creating  a  reformatory  in  that  Island 
also  for  juvenile  offenders. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


MANITODA    SOUTH-WESTERN    COLON- 
IZATION   RAILWAY   CO'S   BILL. 

SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  GTRARD  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (63)  "To  extend  the 
powers  of  the  Manitoba  South-Western 
Colonization  R»vilway  Company,  and  to 
further  amend  the  Act  incorporating  the 
said  Company."  He  Wd  that  this 
Company  ha  been  incorporated  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  a  rail- 
way to  Rock  Lake.  They  now 
asked  for  power  to  extend  their  line  in  a 
different  direction,  so  as  to  act  as  a  feeder 
to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  It 
was  provided  in  the  Bill  that  all  such  ex- 
tensions would  have  to  be  approved  by 
the  Governor  in  Council.  The  intention 
was  to  extend  the  road  to  the  coal 
mines,  and  to  amalgamate  with  other 
railways,  with  the  consent  of  the  share- 
holders. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


SOUTH  SASKATCHEWAN  VALLEY  BAIL- 
WAY  BILL. 

SECOND    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (60)  "  To  incorporate  the 
South  Saskatchewan  Valley  Railway  Com- 
pany." He  said  :  The  object  of  the  Com- 
pany was  to  build  a  railway  up  the  rich 
valley  of  the  South  Saskatchewan.  The 
line  would  have  to  be  approved  by  the 
Governor  in  Council,  so  that  it  would 
not  interfere  with  the  construction  of 
the  Pacific  Railway.  The  capital  of  the 
Company  was  to  be  $5,000,000,  and  they 
would  commence  operations  as  soon  as 
10  per  cent  of  the  capital  stock  was 
subscribed  and  10  per  cent,  paid  on  it. 

The  Bill  was  reaid  the  second  time. 
Hon.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED  WIFE'S 
SISTER  BILL. 

SECOND    READING. 

Hon.     Mr.    FERRIER    moved     the 
second  reading  of  Bill  (30)  "  An  Act  to 
legalize  marriage  with   the  sister  of  a 
deceased  wife."     He  said  :   I  regret  very 
much    that    this  Bill  is     not    in     the 
hands   of    some    other    member   better 
qualified  than  I  am  to  shew  the  pressing- 
necessity  of  now  passing  this  very  impor- 
tant measure.     This  Bill  has  been  before 
the  House  of  Commons  during  the  greater 
part  of  this  long  session,  and  it  has  come 
up  to  the    Senate    passed    by  a  large 
majority  of  votes  ;  we,  therefore,  receive 
it  as  the  voice  of  the'people,  through  their 
representatives,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  is  a  cry  from  every  (jonstitnency  in 
this  Dominion  for  relief  from  the  grievous 
disability  now  resting  on  the  people  of 
Canada,    and  which,    I   trust,  will    be 
removed  by  the  passinsc  of  this  Bill  by 
this  hon.   House.     It  has  been  said  to 
me,    '*let    this    Bill   stand  over    until 
another  session."    I  ask  every  member  of 
this  House  who  thinks  that  relief  should 
be  given,  why  should  the  Senate  postpone 
the  Bill  until  next  session  ?    Heads  of 
households,  fathers  and  mothers  are  dying 
and  hundreds  of  families  are  now  lying 
under    great    disabilities ;     surely    this 
higher  branch  of  the  Legislature  will  not 
refuse  to   listen  to  the  petitions    now 
before   this    House,  but  will    at    once 
pass    this     Bill     for.  their    relief.     I 
question  if  ever   there  was  a  measure 
before  Parliament  of  this  character  on 
which  the  public  sentiment  in  its  favor 
was  so  united  as  it   has  been  in   the 
House  of  Commons,  Roman  Catholics 
and  Protestants  voting  together  for  this 
Bill  of  I'elief.     I  am  not  surprised  that 
one  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  should  with- 
hold his  approval,  and  that  the  Metro- 
politan, with  other  bishops  in  the  Church 
of  England,  should  do  the  same.     Thej 
must  uphold  the  Table  of  Afiinity  which 
stands  in  the  Prayer  Book.     But  there 
is  a  large  class  in  the  Church  of  England^ 
and  a  very  large  majority  in  all  other 
Protestant  churches,  which  have  a  right 
to  be  heard  by  us.     Our  best  attention 
should  be  given  tw  the  petitions  now  be- 
fore  this    House  in  favor  of  this  BiU, 
prajring  that  it  may   become  law,   and 
give  relief  from  the  disabilities  to  which 
thfty  are  no\<    subjected  by  the  unscrip- 
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tural  ecclesiastical  law  which  prevails, 
especially  in  the  code  of  jurisprndence  in 
the  Province  of  Quebec.  I  believe  that 
if  this  Bill  is  lost  in  the  Senate  it  will 
raise  a  controversy  between  the  bishops 
and  the  laity,  which  will  be  very  damag- 
ing to  the  Christian  character  of  Protest- 
antism. The  Boman  Catholic  Church 
grants  a  dispensation  to  any  of  its  peo- 
ple who  wishes  to  marry  a  sister  of  his 
deceased  wife,  but  their  children 
are  still  under  the  disabilities 
of      the       civil       law.  But       we 

Pix>testant8  have  the  unyielding  iron  law 
of  aflBnity,  enforced  by  the  bishops,  a  law 
which  has  no  foundation  in  the  Bible — 
neither  in  the  Old  nor  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament. This  fact  is  now  fully  estab- 
lished by  the  highest  authorities 
among  the  Jews  and  Christians  of 
this  nineteenth  century.  Lord  Hough- 
ton, in  a  speech  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  in  May,  1879,  on 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
for  legalizing  marriage  with  a  deceased 
wife's  sister,  said  : — 

«  Daring  this  period  our  colonies  have  not 
been  silent,  and  to  this  fact  I  desire  to  draw 
your  Lordship's  Berioas  attention.  South 
Australia,  Victoria,  Tasmania,  New  South 
Wales,  Queensland,  and  Western  Australia, 
have  passed  acts  legalizing  these  marriages. 
A  bill  of  the  same  nature  has  passed  the 
Lower  House  of  New  Zealand,  and  twice  in 
the  Legislature  of  Natal,  which  colony  has 
now,  unfortunately,  something  else  to  think 
of.  Such  marriages  are  practically  legal  in 
the  whole  Canadian  dominion,  the  West  In- 
dies, and,  it  is  believed,  in  the  Channel 
Islands.'' 

It  is  evident  that  Lord  Houghton  thinks 
wo  ar»  further  advanced  in  the  Dominion 
on  this  question  than  we  really  are. 
Speaking  of  the  feeling  in  England 
amongfft  the  Non-confonnists,  he  said  : — 
<<It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  all  the 
Non-conformist  bodies,  without  the  exception 
of  a  single  sect,  are  in  favor  of  the  Bill,  and 
what  is  the  immense  proportion  they  bear  in 
the  Christian  community  of  this  country  V 

Further  on  he  quoted  from  a  letter  that 
appeared  in  the  Standard  newspaper, 
which  ends  as  follows : — 

**  I  sincerely  hope  that  something  will  be 
done  to  remedy  the  painful  position  of  thou- 
sands of  deserving  fiunilies  during  the  coming 
session  of  Parliament,  for,  if  not,  I  am  con. 
vinced  that  the  question  will  be  made  very 
prominent  in  the  next  General  Election ;  and 
I  would  not  support  any  member  who  would 
not  pledge  himself  to  vote  for  the  removal  of 
this  oppressive  law." 

Hon.  Mr,  Ferrier 


I»  concluding  his  remarks,  on  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  Lord 
Houghton  said : — 

.  "  And  now  my  Lords,  I  pray  you  to  give  a 
second  reading  to  this  Bill .  If  you  do  so, 
you  will  relieve  thousands  of  your  fellow-citi- 
zens,  honest  men  and  honest  women,  from  a 
deep  sense  of  partial  legislation  and  cruel  in- 
justice ;  if  you  reject  this  Bill,  you  will  force 
on  them  the  conviction  that  they  might,  like 
yourselves,  enjoy  the  great  happiness  of  fisimily 
life  with  those  they  love  best,  without  dis- 
comfort to  themselves  or  dishonor  to  their 
offspring,  were  it  not  for  the  intolerance  of 
the  Church  of  England  and  the  social  preju- 
dices of  the  House  of  Lords/' 

There  has  been  so  much  discussion  on 
this  subject,  that  I  will  conclude  my  re- 
marks by  citing  a  passage  in  a  letter  re- 
ceived by  Lord  Houghton  from  the 
eminent  Oriental  Scholar,  Professor  Max 
Muller,  who  says  : — 

<<  How  any  Hebrew  scholar  could  so  mis- 
interpret Leviticus  xviii.,  18,  as  to  make  it  a 
prohibition  of  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's 
sister  is  a  puzzle  to  me.  I  know  of  one 
analogous  case  only — ^the  falsification  of  a 
verse  in  the  <  Veda,'  by  which  it  was  turned 
into  a  commandment  for  the  burning  of  a 
widow  on  the  death  of  her  husband," 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY :  I  am  sure  the 
House  has  listened  with  much  interest 
to  the  observations  that  have  accom- 
panied the  introduction  of  this  Bill  by 
my  hon.  friend;  and  I  may  say  for 
myself,  and  the  House  will,  I  am  quite 
sure,  agree,  that  it  is  a  question  which 
affects  the  tenderest  and  holiest  relations 
that  can  obtain  between  man  and 
woman.  I,  therefore,  desire  to  approach 
the  discussion  of  the  subject  in  the  rev- 
erend spirit  that  ought  to  animate  every- 
one in  dealing  with  so  serious  and  im- 
]X)rtant  a  matter.  My  hon.  friend  has 
furnished  us  with  very  little  ai^ument 
of  his  own,  and,  as  to  the  value  of 
opinions  expressed  in  another  place,  I 
am  sorry  that  he  had  not  been  impartial, 
and  given  us  a  little  of  the  argument 
on  the  other  side.  I  think  that  would 
have  been  but  a  fair  measure  of  justice ; 
but,  taking  the  matter  as  it  stands,  the 
hon.  gentleman  tells  us  that  a  large  por- 
tion— 'hundreds  of  people,  in  fact — ^in 
England  are  waiting  for  the  passing  of 
this  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER:  I  said  from 
every  constituency  of  this  Dominion. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  :  My  hon.  friend 
stated  that  also,  but  he  read  a  si>eech 
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which  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the  Bill 
was  desired  by  a  great  many  people  in 
England. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER:  I  said,  at  th6 
beginning,  that  I  was  going  to  read,  from 
a  speech  of  Lord  Houghton's,  delivered 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  a  few  remaks  in 
accordance  with  the  views  I  endeavored 
to  lay  before  the  House.  It  is  evident 
that  I  have  not  been  understood,  and  I 
am  exceedingly  unfortunate  in  having 
assented  to  take  charge  of  this  Bill. 

iron.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  do  not  com- 
plain of  the  interruption,  but  I  am  free 
to  say  that  my  hon.  friend  expressed 
himself  in  such  terms  as  not  to  leave  any 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  person  as  to 
his  meaning.  So  that,  I  think,  any 
aix)logy  for  the  Bill  not  having  fallen 
into  better  hands  is  quite  unnecessary, 
for  I  am  sure  no  motion  in  regard  to  a 
bill  could  come  with  greater  effect  than 
from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  before  the 
House.  But  the  hon.  gentleman  has 
stated,  and  it  has  been  stated  elsewhere, 
that  hundreds  of  people  are  affected  by 
this  Bill.  I  dare  say  that  is  the  case, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  has  been  at  the 
bottom  of  the  agitation  on  this  question 
in  England — that  hundreds  of  people 
have  violated  the  law  in  this  respect, 
and  they  wish  to  have  an  act  passed  to 
set  them  right  again,  and  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, instead  of  appealing  to  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  House,  would  better  have 
subserved  his  cause  by  shewing  the 
reasons  for  which  they  ask  for  the  repeal 
of  the  law.  The  hon.  gentleman  says 
that  a  good  many  Jews  and  Christians  of 
the  nineteenth  century  ai*e  agreed 
that  there  is  no  scriptural  argu- 
ment against  this  Bill.  Unfortu- 
nately, we  live  in  an  age  when  we 
have  had  to  find  out,  to  our  sorrow, 
that  even  in  the  Christian  world  a  great 
many  questions  have  been  taken  up  and 
treated  in  a  very  different  light  trom 
what  it  has  always  been  considered  they 
should  be  dealt  with.  This  Bill  may 
involve  a  refei-ence  to  one  of  the  five 
books  of  Moses.  My  hon.  fdend  knows 
perfectly  well  that  one  of  the  bishops  of 
the  Church  of  England  has  published  a 
work  in  which  he  has  struck  at  the  very 
foundation  of  these  five  books.  In  the 
light  of  modern  science  and  modern 
Hon.  Mr,  Dickey. 


learning,  not  content  with  attempting  to 
upset  the  account  of  the  creation  in 
Genesis,  Bishop  Colenso  sneers  at  the 
inspired  narrative  of  the  number  of 
Israelites  that  went  out  of  Egypt.  Cer- 
tain divines  and  learned  men  of  the 
present  day  have  taken  this  view ;  but 
that  should  not  have  much  weight  with 
this  House,  because  my  hon.  friend  roust 
be  aware  that  for  4,000  years,  so 
far  as  I  know,  both  Jew  and  Christian, 
under  the  old  and  the  now  dispensations, 
have  agreed  that  these  Levitical  injunc- 
tions as  to  marriages,  like  the  moral  law, 
were  binding  on  Jew  as  well  as  on 
Chiistian.  Ihat  is  the  position  I  take, 
and  if  such  opinions  are  rife  in  this 
nineteenth  century,  my  hon.  friend 
should  consider  the  position  he  is  taking, 
and  the  effect  it  may  have  upon  the  be- 
liefs of  others — not  upon  our  beliefs,  be- 
cause I  assume  they  are  settled ;  but  if 
we  are  to  have  the  beliefs  of  others  unset- 
tied  upon  these  points,  by  bringing  up 
prominently  the  opinions  of  some  Jews 
and  Christians  of  the  present  day,  as 
compared  with  those  who  hav«  had  an 
unbroken  opinion  on  this  point  for 
thousands  ot  years,  I  think  my  hon. 
friend  must  see  where  all  this  will  land 
us.  The  hon.  gentleman  speaks  of  the 
voice  of  the  people  as  expressed  through 
their  representatives.  We  are  all  familiar 
with  that  argument.  We  know  what 
its  effe3t  is,  but  I  can  only  meet  my  hon. 
friend  by  pointing  to  the  coarse  taken 
last  year  on  a  matter  in  which  the  voice 
of  the  people  had  also  been  expressed  in 
an  unmistakable  way.  I  allude  to  the 
Insolvency  Repeal  Bill.  That  view  was 
expressed  then  in  this  House,  but  the 
Senate  decided  then,  as  I  trust  Ihey  will 
decide  to-day,  that,  although  that  was 
apparently  the  opinion  of  the  people,  yet 
it  was  wise  to  postpone  that  measure  for 
another  year,  however  inconvenient  it 
might  be,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  obtain 
a  true  expression  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  country,  with  the  understanding 
that,  if  that  expression  were  continued  in 
the  direction  it  was  before,  that  it  should 
have  its  effect  1  opposed  that  con- 
tention, because  I  was  in  favor  of  the 
immediate  repeal  of  the  law,  looking  to 
the  inconvenience  that  would  result,  and 
did  result,  from  its  continuance. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERRIER—And  you  were 
quite  right. 
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Hon.  Mr.  DIGKEr— I  must  assume 
that  the  House  watj  right  in  taking  time 
to  see  the  result,  and  I  think  the  Senate, 
on  that  occasion,  pei*formed  one  of  its  pe- 
culiar functionSjin  checking  hasty  legis- 
lation, and  giving  time  for  the  country, 
and  for  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis< 
lature  to  decide  upon  the  question.  I  do 
Bot  propose  to  enter  at  length  into  the 
theological  arguments  of  this  subject.  I 
have  already  said  it  has  been  held  as 
a  rule  in  the  church,  whether  under  the 
old  or  new  dispensations,  that  this  is  the 
construction  of  Leviticus,  otherwise  we 
would  have  supposed  we  would  not  have 
had  it  in  the  different  prayer  books  of 
the  churches.  That  is  a  singular  con- 
sensus of  opinion,  and  it  applies  to  all 
those  Levitical  injunctions  and  the  moral 
law,  including  the  Ten  Commandments, 
not  to  any  directions  which  apply  pecu- 
liarly to  Jewish  observances  that  have 
passed  away.  Reference  has  been  made 
to  the  18th  verse  of  the  18th  chapter  of 
Leviticus.  I  do  not  intend  at  present 
entering  into,  even  if  I  felt  competent  to 
do  so,  a  critical  analysis  of  that  verse  ; 
but  I  think  I  will  shew  sufficiently  from 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  directions  given 
in  that  chapter,  that  the  weight  of 
opinion  is  most  decidedly  and  distinctly 
in  favor  of  the  present  construction 
of  the  law,  which  is  to  prevent 
marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister. 
I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  argument,  that  the  general 
injunction  in  that  chapter,  ''Thou  shalt 
not  approach  thy  next  of  kin,"  is  given 
firat  that  we  shall  not  marry  the  next  of 
kin,  and  then  there  are  particular  cases 
specified  in  which  it  is  not  lawful  to 
marry.  The  House  will  be  sur|>rised,  or 
some  members  of  it,  at  all  events,  may 
be  surprised,  when  I  state  the  curious 
fact  that  there  is  no  particular  injunction 
which  prevents  a  man  from  marrying  his 
own  daughter,  and  yet  it  might  be  said, 
with  an  expression  of  horror,  "  you  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  that  chapter  admits 
ofitr  I  say  no  such  thing.  I  say  the 
chapter  rejects  it,  and  I  will  shew 
how  :  by  the  seventh  verse,  the  son  is 
prevented  from  marrying  his  mother, 
and,  in  the  pai'allel  case,  the  father 
is  prohibited  from  marrying  his 
daughter,  although  it  is  nut 
mentioned.  The  rule  is  given  as  to  one, 
And  it  obtains  in  all  parallel  cases,  and 
lion,  Mr.  Ferrier,    ' 


this  is  one  of  them.  There  is  another 
extraordinary  parallel,  in  which  a  man  is 
prohibited,  by  the  14th  verse,from  marry- 
ing the  wife  of  his  father's  brother,  that 
is  to  say  his  paternal  aunt,  but  there  is 
no  injunctieu  against  marrying  his 
maternal  aunt.  Why?  Because  the 
Wo  cases  ai*e  parallel,  and  the  one 
governs  the  other,  following  the  general 
rule  that  a  man  should  not  marry  with 
near  of  kin.  Then,  in  like  manner,  with 
regard  to  this  very  point,  marriage  with 
a  deceased  wife's  sister,  the  16th  verse 
implies  that  a  man  may  not  marry  his 
brother's  widow.'  That  is  a  case 
exactly  parallel  to  a  man  marrying  his 
deceased  wife's  sister.  Some  hon.  mem- 
bera  may  give  expression  to  the  opinion 
that,  in  the  one  case,  there  is  a  distinct 
or  absolute  ])rohibition,  as  there  is 
with  regard  to  the  widow  of  a  deceased 
brother,  and  that  if  there  is  doubt 
about  one  point,  it  is  quite  clear  as  to 
the  other.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  fact  :  that,  following 
out  the  same  rule  of  interpretation 
against  marrying  with  a  maternal  aunt, 
and  a  man's  marriage  with  his  own 
(laughter,  we  come,  by  an  inevitable 
process  of  reasoning,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  this  eighteenth  verse,  to  the  con- 
struction that,  where  a  man  is  prohibited 
from  mariiage  with  the  widow  of  a 
deceased  brother,  he  is,  in  like  manner 
prohibited  from  marrying  with  the  sister 
of  his  deceased  wife.  That  being  the 
case,  I  need  not  pursue  that  argument 
farther,  except  with  this  single  remark  : 
that  the  House  will  perceive  that  the 
question  of  marriage  with  the  widow  of 
his  father's  brother — ^that  is  with  his 
aunt — is  a  much  more  remote  connec- 
tion, certainly,  than  that  with  the 
sister  of  the  wife  of  his  own  bosom. 
I  do  not  propose  to  dive  farther  into  the 
depths  of  the  theological  jmrt  of  the 
question,  I  prefer,  rather,  to  call  the  seri- 
ous attention  of  the  House  to  the  domestic 
and  social  aspect  of  the  subject.  What 
is  the  situation  at  present  %  The  sister 
of  the  wife  is  equally  the  sister  of  the 
husband,  because,  by  marriage,  they  twain 
have  become .  one  fiesh.  We  know  that 
the  result  is  the  most  fi'ee  and  nnre- 
strioted  intercourse  that  can  obtain 
between  brother  and  sister,  and  the  most 
perfect  confidence.  Tliat  is  the  case 
under      the      existing      law,      and     I 
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need  hardly  sny  what  would 
be  the  result  were  it  changed 
aa  proposed.  I  have  already 
said  that  the  most  teuder  relation  in  life 
between  the  sexes  is  that  between  man 
and  wife.  Next  to  that,  perhaps,  and 
apart  from  the  question  of  children,  is 
that  which  a  man  bears  to  his  own* 
mother  ;  then  comes  his  love  for  his  sis- 
ter, and  next  to  that,  surely,  and  in  most 
cases  equally  with  that,  is  the  love  he 
bears  and  the  afiection  he  lavishes 
upon  his  sister-in-law  —  the  sister, 
not  by  nature,  but  the  sister  by 
the  law  of  God  and  man. 
This,  hon.  gentlemen,  is  the  situation  of 
affairs  during  life,  in  sickness  and  in 
health ;  and  what  is  the  case  after^the 
wife's  death,  and  who,  I  may  ask,  so  fit 
to  care  for  the  children  of  her  deceased 
sister  as  the  surviving  sister)  That 
argument  may  be  applied  in  another 
way,  but  let  me  call  the  attention  of  hon. 
gentlemen  to  it  aa  it  stands  :  if,  after 
death,  the  sister-in-law  is  put  on  the  toot- 
ing of  a  stranger,  eligible  to  marry  the 
widower  of  her  sister,  what  woman  of 
modesty  or  delicacy  of  feeling  would 
allow  herself  to  be  placed  in  the  position 
of  taking  charge  of  the  household  and 
living  under  the  same  roof  with  the 
widower  ]  That  would  at  once  deprive 
the  children  of  the  tender  protection  and 
care  which  they  now  have  under  the  ex- 
isting law,  as  is  happily  the  case  in 
thousands  of  homes  where  a  sister-in- 
law  takes  the  place  of  a  mother  to  her 
deceased  sister's  children,  who  would 
otherwise  be  without  a  mother's  care.  I 
object,  therefore,  to  that  portion  of  the 
Bill  as  being  most  destructive  to  domestic 
happiness.  All  those  social  |objections 
apply  with  tenfold  force  to  the  other 
clause  of  the  Bill,  which  allows  a  man  to 
marry  the  widow  of  a  deceased  brother. 
In  either  case,  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes 
to  the  possible  temptation  to  get  rid  of  a 
wife  who  stands  between  the  husband 
and  the  sister,  who  has  been  thrown  for 
years  into  close  contact  with  him,  and 
who,  if  this  Bill  passes,  will  be  eligible 
to  take  her  sister's  place.  I  shrink  from 
the  consequences  of  such  legislation,  and 
implore  the  House  to  pause,  at  all  events 
for  a  time,  ere  they  pass  such  a  sweeping 
revolution  in  the  social  and  marriage 
customs  of  the  land,  hallowed  by  long  ages 
of  usage,  and  intimately  associated  with 
Hon,  Mr,  Dickey. 


the  religious  sentiment  of  the  country. 
I  humbly  submit  that  we  are  bound  to 
pay  some  deference  to  that  sentiment, 
and  it  appears  tome  that  the  very  smallest 
expression  of  deference  that  we  can  adopt 
would  be,  at  all  events,  to  give  the 
people  who  have  always  considered  it  to 
have  been  the  law  of  the  land,  for  at  least 
1800  yeai-s  of  the  Christian  era,  an  op- 
portunity of  considering  it,  and  being 
heard  upon  the  question.  A  great  many 
petitions  have  been  before  the  House  for 
and  against  this  measure.  It  is,  per- 
haps, difficult,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
any  hon.  member  has  taken  the  trouble 
to  analyse  these  petitions  day  after  day 
as  they  come  in,  to  consider  them  pro- 
perly. The  effect  of  the  amendment 
which  I  propose  to  submit,  and  which  1 
hope  the  House  will  accept,  would  be  to- 
give  Parliament  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering those  petitions  carefully  and 
fully,  and  of  weighing  their  representa- 
tions, and  also  to  give  an  opportunity 
to  the  country  to  express  an  unmistak- 
able opinion  on  this  important  question. 
Because,  although  my  hon.  friend  may 
speak  of  people  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  who  desire  to  have  this  law,  I 
can  tell  him  of  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  people  who  will  be  shocked 
if  it  be  passed.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  not 
the  bounden  duty  of  this  House  to  give 
force  to  the  agitation  which  has  alr^y 
been  commenced  on  one  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, without,  at  all  events,  paying  some 
little  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the 
other.  It  is  the  active,  aggrassive  people 
who  always  make  the  most  noise,  and 
these  are  the  p^^ople  who  possibly  have 
broken  the  law,  and  who,  through 
their  friends  in  Parliament,  en- 
deavor to  excite  the  sympathies  of 
the  House  to  their  ends.  Under  the 
circumstances,  I  trust  hon.  members  will 
pause,  and  will,  at  all  events,  act  in  the 
same  direction  as  we  acted  last  year,  and 
give  the  country  an  opportunity  of 
making  known  their  opinions  upon  this 
law.  Certainly  after  the  experience  of 
so  many  hundred  years,  no  harm  can 
be  done  by  giving  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  what  the  public  feeling  is  on 
a  matter  that  deeply  aHects  the  reli- 
gious sentiment  of  the  country.  There- 
fore I  hope  the  House  will  pardon 
me  when  I  move,  seconded  by  Hon.  Mr« 
Bui-eau  : — 
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« That  the  said  Bill  be  not  now  read  a 
second  time,  but  that  it  be  resolved  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  proceed  with  this  measure 
during  the  present  Session,  in  order  to  afford 
time  to  consider  the  various  petitions  to  the 
{^nate  for  and  against  th^  Bill,  and  to  ascer- 
tain the  sentiment  of  the  people  on  the  ques- 
tion at  the  next  session  of  Parliament.'' 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY.— It  is  not  with- 
out a  feeling  of  diffidence  that  I  second 
the  Bill  that  has  been  introduced  by  my 
hon.  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Ferrier),  and 
my  diffidence  is  due  to  the  fact  that  I 
appreciate,  to  some  extent,  the  objections 
raised  by  my  hon.  friend  from  Amherst 
{Mr.  Dickey),  yet  I  have  been  requested 
by  friends^  to  whose  interests  and  desires 
I  attach  a  great  deal  of  importance,  to 
ur^e  upon  the  Senate  the  reasons  why  I 
think  this  Bill  should  pass.  Yielding  to 
that  desire  on  their  part,  and  believing 
that  the  Bill  sliould  become  law,  not- 
withstanding the  objections  which  occur 
to  some  minds,  I  do  what  I  can  to  pro- 
mote what  I  believe  to  be  a  very 
valuable  reform.  I  am  more  diffident 
about  tciking  this  course,  however,  be- 
cause I  know  there  is  a  large  number  of 
my  friends,  pi-ofeHsing  a  different  faith 
from  my  own,  in  the  Province  frcra 
which  I  come,  who  will  vote  for  the 
amendment.  At  the  same  time,  while  I 
dislike  to'  dissever  myself  from  the  great 
body  of  my  fellow-provincialists,  T  am 
happy  to  know  that,  in  this  case,  there  is 
no  odium  Iheohgicum  to  be  drawn  be- 
tween us  on  account  of  our  difference 
of  opinion  on  this  occasion,  because^ 
although  I  am  not  a  Catholic  theologian, 
and  a  very  poor  theologian  of  any 
kind,  I  know  that  the  Church  of 
Borne  and  the  Pope  do  not  pretend 
to  set  aside  the  laws  of  God.  The 
dispensations  granted  to  Catholics  are 
not  from  the  laws  of  God,  nor  from  the 
laws  of  nature,  as  I  understand  it,  but 
from  laws  of  a  disciplinary  character, 
which  have  been  provided  on  account  of 
expediency,  or  some  other  causes,  which 
do  not  go  BO  wide  or  deep  as  the  laws  of 
God  or  nature.  This  enables  me  to 
reply  to  some  remarks  which  fell  from 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Amherst.  He 
has  stated  that,  for  eighteen  hundred 
years  or  more,  the  prohibition  of  mar- 
riages of  this  kind  has  been  the  universal 
law  of  Christendom.  I  think  he  is 
wrong  in  that,  because  dispensations 
have  always  been  allowed  by  the  Church 
Hon,  Mr,  Dickey. 


of  Rome,  and,  until  a  very  recent  ])eriod, 
though  such  marriages  were  voidable  in 
England,  they  were  not  absolutely  void. 
NoWj  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  mar- 
riages which  the  Church  of  Bome  per- 
mitted in  any  case,  were  not  marriages 
that  they  considered  against  the  law  of 
God,  and  I  take  it  also  that,  while  the 
Church  of  England  permitted  such  mar- 
riages to  be  made,  and  considered  them 
to  be  practicaUy  good  until  voided  by 
some  court  of  justice,  it  could  not  regard 
them  with  that  abhorrence  which  the 
hon.  gentlenian  from  Amherst  sj^eaks  of. 
With  regard  to  the  passages  from 
Leviticus  which  he  has  quoted,  he  must 
recollect  that  there  is  another  passage 
which  goes  in  the  direct  teeth  of  them 
— the  passage  which  obliges  a  man, 
under  certain  circumstances,  to  marry 
the  wife  of  his  deceased  brother. 
Therefore,  while  such  marriages  may 
have  been  considered  inexpedient  or 
undesirable  from  other  causes,  yet  there 
ia  nothing  absolutely  against  them  in  the 
laws  of  God  or  of  nature.  I  am  not 
addressing  myself  particularly  to  advo- 
.cate  tlie  Catholic  view  of  it — there  are 
gentlemen  in  tlis  Chamber  who  are 
fai"^  better  qualified  to  do  so — but  I  may 
remark  that  it  seems  to  me  this  law 
would  restore  to  the  bishops  of  that 
church  a  power  of  which  they  have  been 
deprived  by  the  Code — the  power  to 
grant  dispensations,  which  could  be 
followed  by  valid  marriages.  As  the 
law  stands,  their  dispensations  are,  for 
practical  purposes,  null,  because,  while 
they  can  still  fi;rant  them,  very  few  per- 
sons would  like  to  subject  themselves  to 
the  disabilities  which  the  civil  law,  not- 
withstanding the  dispensation,  would 
bring  upon  their  childien.  That  view  of 
the  question  was  pressed  very  strongly  by 
Cardinal  Wiseman,  in  addressing  the 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Commons  in  England  to  inquire  into 
this  subject.  However,  I  do  not  care  to 
go  into  that  part  of  the  question,  be- 
cause I  do  not  presume  to  instruct 
gentlemen  of  another  faith  on  a 
matter  that  concerns  themselves.  Turn- 
ing to  the  question  as  it  affects  all 
creeds,  and  particularly  the  people 
of  my  own  Province,  I  think  there  are 
circumstances  of  very  great  hardship  and 
inconvenience,  which  the  Senate  should 
consider  before  they  reject  or  postpone 
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this  Bill.  Previous  to  1835  the  law  in 
England  was  this  :  such  marriages  were 
not  void,  unless  declared  so  by  a  Court 
of  Justice  during  the  lives  of  the  married 
persons,  and  the  children  were  legiti- 
mate. That  is  the  law  as  it  was  intro- 
duced into  Ontario,  and  as  it  now  exists 
in  that  Province,  and  as  thet*e  i^  no 
ecclesiastical  court  to  void  these  mar- 
riages, they  are  absolutely  good  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes.  But  persons  marry- 
ing in  that  way,  in  perfectly  good  faith, 
intending  to  live  in  Ontario  all  their 
lives,  may  find  it  necessary  to  move  into 
a  Province  where  the  marriage  is  null. 
They  cannot  plead  that  it  is  an  absolutely 
good  marriage ;  it  is  only  good  until 
voided,  and  when,  they  go  to  Quebec,  it 
becomes  a  bad  marriage.  I  am  informed 
by  gentlemen  learned  in  the  law  that, 
in  the  Lower  Provinces,  they  Lave  a 
Court  which  can  perform  all  that  the 
Ecclesiastical  Courts  could  formerly 
do  in  England,  and  these  mar- 
riages could,  therefore,  be  voided 
th^re,  also,  though  it  is  not  likely 
that  it  would  be  done.  Now,  that  is  a 
great  hardship  to  persons  married  in 
that  way,  many  of  whom  are  as  respect- 
able, in  every  sense  of  the  word,  as  our- 
selves, and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the  duty 
of  Parliament  to  relieve  them  from  the 
position  in  which  they  are  placed.  I  did 
not  propose  to  quote  Cardinal  Wiseman 
at  any  length,  and  I  should  not  have 
done  so  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  demand 
of  my  bon.  frien^  (Mr.  Dickey)  to  know 
what  reason  there  was  for  passing  this 
law — ^what  practical  inconvenience  was 
suffeied  by  the  people  at  present,  that 
this  measure  was  necessary  to  relieve 
them  from.  What  I  am  going  to  read 
is  not  on  a  question  of  religious  doctrine, 
but  of  fact.  It  is  a  question  treated  of 
by  a  prelate,  who,  I  suppose,  was  as  well 
informed  on  the  matter  he  talked  of 
before  the  Committee  of  Parliament  as 
any  man  could  be.  This  is  the  reply  of 
Cardinal  Wiseman  to  one  of  the  ques- 
tions put  to  him — of  courae,  what  he 
says  applies  immediately  to  England  ; 
but^no  doubt,  to  a  great  extent,  it  will 
apply  here  also.     He  says  : 

« It  hw  generally  been  in  the  middle 
classes,  and  among  the  poor.  In  the  middle 
classes  it  generally  results  from  the  sister 
having  lived,  perhaps  for  some  years,  in  the 
femily  with  the  wile,  the  health  of  the  wife 
perhaps  being  delicate.  The  wife  dies,  and 
Hon,  Mr,  Penny, 


leaves  a  young  family  ;  the  husband  haahis 
business  to  attend  to,  and  has  no  one  to  tak« 
care  of  his  children  ;  and  the  sister-inlaw  has 
no  other  shelter — probably  has  lost  her 
parents,  or  has  been  living  for  many  years  in 
her  sister's  house .  I  had  an  instance  where 
she  had  been  living  seventeen  years  in  the 
fiimily,  and  had  been  a  second  mother  to  the 
children.  The  case  is  very  trying  for  both 
parties.  There  is  an  attachment  naturally 
between  them,  from  having  lived  so  long  to- 
gether. To  bring  a  stranger  into  the  house 
would  probably  be  disturbing  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  the  little  society .  The  children 
are  attached  to  their  aunt  ;  and  it  appears 
altogether  the  most  natural  arrangement  for 
their  happiness,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the  sin 
probably  of  cohabitation  without  marriage, 
that  a  dispensation  should  be  granted .  That, 
I  should  say,  is  the  history  of  nine  out  of  ten 
of  the  cases  which  I  have  had  to  deal  with. 
In  the  lower  ranks  it  is  general iy  a  case  of 
absolute  poverty .  The  sister,  if  sent  away,  is 
turned  into  the  streets  ;  the  man  himself 
could  not  pay  for  a  servant ;  he,  perhaps,  is 
too  poor  to  expect  anyone  else  to  marry  him ; 
he  is  getting  old ,  and  the  parties  are  thrown 
together  in  such  a  way  that  it  is  advisable 
that  they  should  be  married,  otherwise  it 
would  end  in  cohabitation  without  marriage. 
Those  are  the  ordinary  cases.'* 

Now,  it  is  not  J,  but  a  prelate  whose 
worth  is  known  all  over  the  world,  who 
hsA  given  evidence  there  that  is  quite 
conclusive  on  the  problem  presented  by 
my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Dickey)  as  to 
whether  this  law  is  required.  It  is  a 
rather  curious  circumstance,  referring  to 
the  law  as  it  stands  in  England  new, 
that  the  prohibition  of  such  marriages 
arose  out  of  an  attempt  to  relieve  the 
public  from  ihe  partial  prohibition  then 
existing.  I  take  the  account  of  this 
episode  in  the  history  of  the  subject 
from  Lord  Houghton's  admirable 
speech  : — 

«  This  state  of  things  continued  down  to 
the  reign  of  William  IV,  when,  in  1 835,  special 
attention  was  called  to  the  subject  by  a  Bill 
brought  in  by  Lord  Lyndhurst,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  validating  such  marriages.  Although 
this  measure  may  have  been  set  in  motion  to 
meet  a  special  case,  it  was  intended  as  a  mea- 
sure of  general  relief,  and  only  in  consequence 
of  the  urgency  of  that  case,  in  which  eveiy 
day  was  deemed  of  importance  by  the  parties 
immediately  concerned,  was  the  oppositioa 
weak  in  itself,  but  fortified  by  private  consid- 
erations, met  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause 
declaring  all  such  marriages  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  valid,  and  all  similar 
marriages  in  the  future  void.  This  clause  was 
rejected  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the 
Bill  so  amended,  came  up  again  to  this  House, 
when  the  clause  was  re-inserted ;  and,  as  it 
was  late  in  the  session — everyone  knows 
what  happens  at  the  end  of  a  session — the 
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Bill  was  allowed  to  paas  with  this  obnoxious 
clause,  but  with  an  undertaking  between  Lord 
Ljndhurst  and  other  parties  interested  in  the 
matter,  that  this  limitation  should  be  removed 
in  the  ensuing  session.  And  natural  enough 
would  have  been  this  expectation,  even  with- 
out any  private  agreement.  For  what,  my 
Lords,  was  the  moral  position  to  which  the 
House  and  the  country  were  committed  by  the 
passing  of  that  Act  ?  The  Legislature  declared 
that  such  marriages,  after  a  certain  date,  were 
to  be  unlawful,  and  in  the  religious  aspect  sin-  ^ 
ful,  and  yet  they  were  made  obligatory  on  all 
who  had  contracted  them  up  to  that  date. 
By  one  portion  of  that  Act,  Parliament  placed 
a  certain  number  of  persons  in  a  position  in 
which,  if  they  came  to  consider  these  mar- 
riages  wrong  and  void,  they  could  be  enforced 
upon  them  by  an  action  for  the  restitution 
of  conjugal  rights:  by  another  clause  in  the  same 
Act,  Parliament  declared  them  void  ab  initio, 
ana  by  implication  sinful.  There  neither  was, 
nor  is  there  in  fact,  in  the  statute  book  of  any 
country  in  the  world  an  Act  so  inconsistent  in 
its  provisions,  so  repugnant  to  common  sense, 
and  so  shocking  to  the  first  dictates  of 
morality." 

The  Bill,  tbeiefore,  actually  validated  all 
the  marriages  in  question  before  that 
time,  and  declared  all  future  marriages 
of  that  description  void.  As  to  the 
amendment  that  has  been  proposed  by 
my  hon.  friend  from  Amherst,  it  stsems 
to  me  that  this  is  one  of  those  questions 
that  almost  all  of  us  must  know  as  much 
of  now  as  we  shall  know  next  year.  For 
my  own  part,  I  believe  that  if  it  is  pro- 
per to  pass  the  Bill  at  all,  it  should  be 
passed  now.  I  am  acquainted  with 
many  respectable  families  in  Lower 
Canada,  some  of  whose  names,  if  I  were 
to  mention  them,  would  be  known  to 
all  who  hear  me  as  those  of  persons  high 
in  the  public  service,  whose  children  are, 
in  point  of  law,  degraded  by  bastardy. 
Although  that  is  not  often  thrown  into 
their  teeth,  and  no  person  respects  them 
anj  the  less  for  their  legal  position,  yet, 
in  case  of  the  disposition  of  property, 
very  great  evils  might  arise  from  it,  as 
I  believe  really  happened  in  the  case 
which  induced  the  hon.  gentleman  in 
the  other  House  to  introduce  this 
measure.  Tn  that  cas?,  I  am  told,  the 
man  and  wife,  who  had  been,  married 
after  being  granted  a  dispensation  from 
Rome,  and  who  supposed  their  marriage 
was  valid,  found  that  their  children  could 
not  inherit  from  their  grandfather. 
Such  cases  must  occur  frequently,  and  I 
think  this  House  should  prevent  such 
inconveniences  from  arising. 

Hon.  Mr,  Penny, 


Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  do  not  intend 
to  enter  at  any  length  into  the  discussion 
of  this  important  question,  .because  "  I 
consider  ib  has  already  been  so  fully  de- 
bated, not  only  iu  Parliament,  but  in 
the  press,  that  it  is  impossible  to  throw 
any  new  light  upon  it.  I  am  sure  that 
every  gentleman  who  hears  me  has  read 
and  thought  sufficiently  on  the  subject 
to  have  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the 
course  which  he  will  adopt  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion.  I  desire,  howeirer,  to  state 
my  reasons  briefly  for  the  vote  which  I 
shall  give  upon  this  Bill.  I  may  say 
that  so  far  as  the  iirst  portion  of  the 
first  clause  of  this  Bill  is  concerned — the 
part  which  is  intended  to  legalize  the 
marriage  of  |a  man  with  his  deceased 
wife's  sister — I  am  not  opposed  to  it, 
and  if  there  was  any  necessity  for  haste, 
I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  voting  for 
the  legalization  of  such  marriages ;  but 
I  do  not  conceive  that  there  is  any  im- 
perative necessity,  in  the  interest  of  the 
general  public,  to  take  hasty  action  upon 
a  question  deeply  affecting  the  fabric  of 
society,  and  one  which  should  be  dealt 
with  in  this  House  with  the  greatest 
possible  deliberation.  I  believe  also, 
that  there  is  no  instance  on  record  in  any 
British  legislature  where  a  mea- 
sure of  this  kind  has  passed 
upon  its  first  introduction.  Certainly, 
in  England  it  has  been  brought  several 
times  before  Parliament,  and,  although 
it  has  or  late  years  generally  passed  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  it  has  never 
succeeded  in  obtaining  the  approval  and 
consent  of  the  House  of  Lords.  In  the 
several  colonies  of  Australia  in  which  a 
measure  of  this  kind  has  become  law,  it 
has  passed  after  more  than  one  applica- 
tion for  such  legislation,  and,  in  some 
cases,  the  Bill,  when  reserved  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Queen,  has  been 
vetoed  by  Her  Majesty,  and  had  to  bo 
passed  a  second  time  by  the  Legislature 
befoi*e  being  sanctioned.  I  have  seen 
nothing  to  convince  me  that  there  is  any 
necessity  for  haste  in  this  matter,  and, 
when  I  reflect  that  a  very  large  and  re- 
spectable body  of  people  in  this  country 
have  memorialized  the  Senate  merely  to 
delay  this  measure,  which  has  been 
S])rang  upon  Parliament  without  any 
previous  notice  or  any  agitation  for  it  in 
the  press  of  the  country,  until  this  Bill 
was  brought  before  the  House  of  Com- 
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inons,  I,  for  one,  feel  disposed  tQ  pay  the 
greatest  respect  to  their  repi-escntations. 
I  find  also  that,  in  another  very  large 
and  imiwrtant  religious  body,  divided 
counsels  prevail  with  regard  to  the  do- 
tails  of  such  an  enacbment,  and,  therefore, 
I  prefer  to  allow  time  to  elapse  before 
we  take  an  irretrievable  step  on  this 
question,  and  until  we  see  whether  these 
differences  of  opinion,  which  now  pre- 
vail, can  be  reconciled  ;  I  repeat,  if  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  any  pressing 
necessity  could  be  shewn  me  for  the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  I  should  be  prepared 
to  vote  for  it,  if  the  measure  went  no 
further  than  legalizing  the  marriage  of  a 
man  with  the  sister  of  his  deceased  wife. 
But  this  Bill  goes  a  far  greater  length  ; 
it  proposes  to  legalize  the  marriage  of  a 
man  with  the  widow  of  his  deceased 
brother.  Some  hon.  gentlemen  contend 
that  the  one  case  is  the  corollory  of  the 
other.  To  that  opinion  I  desire  to  enter 
an  emphatic  protest.  The  two  cases  are 
not  similar,  especially  wheit,  in  the  latter 
case,  there  is  ofispring  by  the  fii-st  mar- 
riagt».  There  is  a  difference  in  the  two  cases, 
clearly  marked  by  natural  laws,  which 
not  only  affect  the  human  family,  but 
also  animals  of  a  lower  01  der  of  creation, 
and  which  are  well  understood  by  those 
who  have  made  a  study  of  such  subjects. 
I  say  that,  in  relation  to  these  two  classes, 
where  the  deceased  brother's  widow  has 
borne  children  by  the  first  marriage,  the 
circumstances  are  changed  altogether, 
and  physiological  objections  arise  which, 
to  my  mind,  it  is  impossible  to  overcome. 
It  is  true,  as  stated  by  my  hon.  friend 
from  Alma  (Mr.  Penny)  in  his 
ingenious  advocacy  of  the  Bill, 
that,  under  the  old  law,  a  man  was 
commanded  to  marry  his  brother's  wife 
under  certain  circumstai|^ces.  That  was 
where  the  brother  died  without  issue, 
but  the  natural  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  that  command  is,  that  where  child- 
ren had  been  begotten  by  the  first  mar- 
riage, it  was  wrong  that  any  such 
connection  should  exist.  I  am  opposed, 
completely,  to  this  leading  feature  of  the 
Bill,  and  for  this  reason^  and  the  other 
reasons  I  have  already  given,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment.  I  feel  some- 
what awkwardly  situated,  I  admit,  in 
the  position  which  1  occupy.     I  intend 

*  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  my  hon. 

friend  from  Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey),  and, 
y  Eon.  Mr.  MiU&r. 


still,  I  do  not  think  that  the  arguments 
he  has  used  against  the  first  poi-tion  of 
the  Bill  are  at  all  sufficient  to  prevent, 
on  some  future  occasion,  the  legalizing 
of  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister. 
I  am  unwilling,  however,  to  take  now, 
an  irretrievable  step,  in  the  face  of  the 
opposition  that  has  been  excited  in  the 
country  against  this  measure,  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  no  notice  was  given 
that  this  Bill  was  intended  to  be  intro- 
duced in  Parliament  this  session. 
With  the  desire,  therefore,  of  allowing 
the  fullest  investigation,  in  order  that  the 
settled  opinion  of  the  country  may 
be  had  upon  this  grave  question, 
which  will  have  an  important  bearing  on 
our  social  systsm,  and  which  is,  therefore, 
one  upon  which  this  body  is  expected  to 
act  with  deliberation,  I  feel  it  to  be  the 
si^ecial  duty  and  function  of  this  branch 
of  Parliament  to  ini^rpose  its  authority, 
in  order  to  prevent  unnecessary  haste  ; 
and  I  shall,  therefore  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  ray  hon  fiiend  from  Amherst. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN — In  relation  to 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House,  and  which 
I  earnestly  hope  the  House  will  defer 
taking  any  final  action  upon,  for  this 
session  at  all  events,  I  do  not  propose  to 
argue  the  question  on  theological 
grounds,  although  I  think  it  is  right  to 
preface  what  I  have  to  say  otherwise,  with 
the  simple  declaration  that  I  do  con- 
scientiously believe  that  in  such  a  matter 
as  the  law  of  marriage  human  law  most 
rest  upon  the  sanction  of  Divine  law. 
If  this  principle  be  nob  admitted,  I  know 
not  what  safeguards  can,  for  any  length 
of  time,  be  interposed  to  the  passions  or 
the  caprices  of  individuals  who  may  seek 
to  bring  about  still  further  changes  from 
which  all  of  us,  I  am  sure,  whether  opposed 
to  or  in  favour  of  the  present  Bill,  would 
recoil  with  dismay.  In  regard  to  the 
changes  in  the  marriage  laws,  sought  to 
be  introduced  by  the  present  Bill,  I  am 
entirely  against  them,  and  more  especi- 
ally am  I  opposed  to  the  clause  partica- 
larly  referred  to  by  my  hon.  friend  from 
Kichmond,  which  legalizes  the  marriage 
of  a  man  with  the  widow  of  a  deceased 
brother.  I  would  not,  of  course,  call  in 
question  for  one  moment  the  sincerity  of 
those  who  hold  opposite  views,  or  pi*e- 
sume  to  reflect  in  any  way  upon  the 
ttiotives  which  have  led  the  hon.  gentle- 
man,  who  has  charge   of  this  Bill,  to 
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bring  it  forward  in  this  House.  Indeed, 
I  am  sure  that  the  highest  compliment 
that  he  could  receive  was  paid  to 
him  by  the  promoters  of  this  Bill 
in  asking  him  to  take  charge  of  it, 
because  they  know  his  position,  both  in 
public  life  and  the  religious  world,  to  be 
such  that  anything  coming  from  him 
would  be  listened  to  with  the  greatest 
respect  In  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  my  hon.  friend  enforced  his 
arguments  by  reference  to  several 
authorities,  whom  he,  no  doubt,  thought 
might  have  weight  with  the  House, 
quoting  specially  fix)m  speechcA  delivered 
on  this  subject  in  England.  I  shall, 
therefore,  claim  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  make  one  or  two  allusions  to 
speeches  in  support  of  my  own  view  of 
the  matter,  and,  in  doing  so,  I  shall  quote 
only  the  opinions  of  laymen,  for  th« 
reason  that  I  wish  to  counteract  the 
strange  idea  held  by  some  of  the  pro- 
moters of  these  proposed  changes,  that 
the  objections  to  them  are  all  of  an 
ecclesiastical  or  theological  character,  in 
which  laymen  have  little  concern  or  in- 
terest The  first  authority  I  bhall  quote 
is  the  Eai'l  of  Shaftesbury,  a  nobleman 
whose  name,  I  know,  ia  familiar  to  the 
promoter  of  the  Bill,  and  which  is  a 
&ous«hold  word  in  England  in  (connec- 
tion with  every  good  or  benevolent 
work.     This  is  what  he  says : — 

"  When  the  question  of  legalizing  marriage 
with  a  deceased  wife's  sister  was  first  pro. 
pounded  in  the  House  of  Commons,  I  resisted 
it  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability.  I  did  so 
mainly  on  the  ground,  that  such  a  change 
would  disturb,  and,  indeed,  annihilate,  many 
of  the  existing  conditions  of  social  and  do- 
mestic life.  The  husband  and  sister  of  the 
wife  would  then  stand  in  different  relations 
to  each  other,  and  necessarily — reserve, 
jealousy,  intrigue,  with  all  their  many  and 
serious  consequences,  would  prevail  in  many 
families  where  the  existing  law  now  gives 
freedom  and  safety.^ 

Lorcl  Hatherly,  better  known  as  Vice- 
Chaneellor  Sir  William  Page  Wood, 
spoke  ii;  even  stronger  language  at  a 
public  meeting  the  other  day.  He 
said  : — 

^  That  although,  while  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  had  not  shrunk  from  advocating 
changes  of  very  considerable  magnitude,  both 
in  the  Church  and  in  the  State,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  take  part  in  what  he  believed 
would  be  the  beginning  of  a  social  revolution 
.^trenching  upon  and  invading  tht  sanctity 
of  home  life." 

Hon.  Mr,  AUcm. 


At  the  same  public  meeting,  which 
was  held  not  very  long  ago — I  think  in 
March  last — in  St  James*  Hall,  London, 
another  gentleman,  a  Mr.  Miller,  a 
Queen's  Counsel  and  Railway  Commis- 
sioner, and  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Orange  Lodges,  argued  that  the  existing 
marriage  law  rested  on  the  clear  prin- 
ciple of  equality  of  relationship  by  blood 
and  relationship  by  marriage,  and  urged 
that  even  granting,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, that  such  unions  as  those  with  a 
deceased  wife's  sister  were  allowable  by 
the  Word  of  God,  still,  in  the  interests 
of  society,  and  those  of  our  families,  a 
prudent  legislature  would  refuse  to  le- 
galize such  marriages.  My  hon.  friend 
from  Alma,  in  seconding  the  motion  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  referred 
several  times  to  the  opinions  expressed 
by  Cardinal  Wiseman,  and  quoted  them 
at  some  length  in  support  of  this  mea- 
sure. I  should  like  to  refer, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  a  speech  deliv- 
ered in  the  British  House  of  Commons  in 
1855,  by  a  well-known  Roman  Catholic 
statesman,  the  Right  Honorable  Richard 
Lalor  Shiel,  when  a  similar  measure  to 
the  present  Bill  was  before  the  House  of 
Commons.  That  hon.  gentleman  said  : — 
"  If  my  right  hon.  friend  shall  succeed  in 
this  project,  where  is  he  to  stop  ?  Why  may 
not  a  man  marry  his  wife's  daughter,  as  well 
as  his  wife's  sister,  for  in  neither  case  is  tho 
barrier  of  consanguinity  interposed  ?  I  hold 
it  to  be  an  indisputable  fact,  that  the  religious 
feelings  of  the  country  are  against  this  mea- 
sure, and  I  would  not  wantonly,  and  gratui- 
tously run  counter  to  that  feeling,  for  the  sake 
of  a  more  than  hazardous  innovation  which 
breaks  down  the  moral  fences  that  protect  our 
homes." 

I  have  purposely  abstained  from  follow- 
ing the  example  of  either  of  my  hon. 
friends,  the  mover  or  the  seconder  of  the 
Bill,  in  quoting  the  opiaions  of  theolo- 
gians or  ecclq^dastics  in  support  of  their 
views  on  the  subject  before  the  House  ; 
but  were  I  to  take  this  course,  I  do  not 
think  I  should  have  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty in  producing  as  many  authorities 
on  the  otiber  side.  Eminent  divines  of 
great  learning  and  piety  belonging  to 
different  denomination.s,  and  whose 
experience  and  knowledge  of  the  existing 
condition  of  things  among  the  classes 
referred  to  in  the  evidence  of  Cardinal 
Wiseman,  quoted  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Alma,  is  as  wide  and  as  accurate  as 
the  experience  and  knowledge  of  that 
25 
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emiBent  prelate.  I  do  not  desire,  how- 
ever, to  take  that  course,  b«t  shall  con- 
tent myself  with  stating  what  is 
undoubtedly  the  case,  that  a  large 
majority  of  the  earnest  thinking  men 
of  the  Church  of  England,  in  Eng- 
land, have  always  been,  and  still 
are,  most  strongly  opposed  to  any 
change  in  the  m'^rriage  laws,  that 
even  among  the  Nonconformists  there 
are  many  who  do  not  approve  of  any 
change,  that  the  Church  of  Scotland  has, 
as  a  body,  always  most  strongly  protest- 
ed against  the  measure,  and  hon.  gentle- 
men have  heard  in  what  terms  the 
eminent  Koman  Catholic  statesman  whom 
I  have  quoted,  has  spoken  of  *'  the 
hazardous  innovation  that  would  break 
down  the  moral  fences  that  protect  our 
homes.**  In  this  country,  as  my  hon. 
fiiend  from  Richmond  has  very  properly 
urged,  public  attention  has  not  been,  to 
any  great  extent  at  least,  directed  to  the 
consideration  of  this  matter,  and 
sufficient  time  has  not  been  given 
for  a  fair  and  satisfactory  expression 
of  public  ophiion  in  reference  to  so  im- 
portant a  subject.  As  it  is,  I  think  that 
upwards  of  sixty  petitions  against  the 
Bill  have  been  presented  in  the  Senate, 
but  the  attention  of  the  community  gen- 
erally has  not  been  callbd  to  the  impor- 
tant changes  which  it  contemplates,  and 
I  very  earnestly  hope  that  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  will,  on  that  ground — and  it 
is  delay  only  that  I  am  now  urging — 
consent  to  postpone  any  further  consid- 
eration of  the  measui^e  until  the  next 
Session  of  Parliament.  As  it  is,  how- 
ever, there  have  been  put  forth,  from 
time  to  time,  in  this  country,  very 
strong  and  unmistakable  expres- 
sions of  opinion  against  any  change 
in  the  marriage  law.  ^I  may  refer 
to  what  took  place  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Church  of  England  Provincial 
Synod  in  Montreal,  in  1877,  composed  of 
clerical  and  lay  delegates  from  almost 
every  Diocese  in  the  Dominion.  A  very 
strong  lesolution  against  the  solemniza- 
of  such  n\arriages  as  would  bo  allowed 
by  the  Bill,  was  adopted  at  that  meeting, 
and,  notwithstanding  what  my  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Ferrier)  has  said  about  the 
intolerance  of  the  Church  of  England  !  ! 
I  think  that  the  opinion  of  such  a  body 
is  entitled  to  some  resi)ect.  I  have,  my- 
self, also,  tiuring  the  present  sesitiun, 
Hon,  Mr.  Allan, 


presented  several  petitions  from  my  owa 
Diocese,  including  one  of  them  from  the 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  and  others  from 
very  considerable  numbers  of  the  clergy 
and  laity.  I  am  aware,  also,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  the  Presbyterians,  as 
a  body,  in  Ontario  at  all  events,  are 
generally  opposed  to  this  Bill,  and  I 
know  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Toronto  it  was  determined 
to  petition  against  it,  and  a  committee 
was  appoint^  to  draft  these  petitions  to 
be  laid  before  the  Synod  at  its  meeting 
next  week.  Of  course^  they  did  not 
anticipate  that  this  measure  would  be  so 
far  advanced  as  it  is  now,  or  they  would 
havo  been  prepared  in  time.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  if  the  attention  of  the  com- 
munity generally  had  been  drawn  to  the 
subject  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
the  House  would  have  been  in- 
undat'Od  with  petitions  against  this 
measure.  I  am  perfectly  free  to 
admit  that  there  are  many  excellent 
men  in  this  country  (as  well  as  in  Eng- 
land) who  are  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
change,  but  I  am  sure  the  House  will 
agi*ee  with  me  that,  in  a  matter  so  deeply 
affecting  the  religious  scruples  and  do- 
mestic happiness  of  the  whole  com- 
munity, we  should  be  thoroughly  well 
assured  that  any  change  sought  to  be 
made  really  commends  itself  to  the 
judgment  and  consciences  of  at  least  a 
large  majority  of  the  community.  In  a, 
matter  which  involves  all  that  is  dearest 
and  most  pi'ecious  to  us  in  our  home  life 
and  affection,  the  views  and  opinions^ 
and  even  the  prejudices  of  all  affected, 
are  entitled  to  consideration  and 
respect.  What  has  been  said  by 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Bichmond 
as  to  the  course  pursued  in  England,, 
under  similar  circumstances,  in  avoiding 
hasty  legislation,  and  also  in  reference  to 
the  course  pursued  in  this  House,  in 
reference  to  a  measure  of  another  char- 
acter, a  year  ago,  ought  to  have  some 
weight  with  the  Senate.  This  matter 
has  been  well  discussed  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  will  now  be  thoroughly 
dlBGUflsed  here,  and  I  think  it  is  not  an 
I) n reasonable  thing  to  ask  that  the  Bill 
be  allowed  to  lie  over  until  the  next 
session  of  Parliament.  It  should  also 
be  borne  in  mind,  as  has  already  been 
remarked,  that  individual,  whose  par- 
ticular   cases    aie    met    and    legislated 
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for  in  this  Bill,  are  mucli  more 
]ike]y  to  be  very  zealous  in  petitioning 
Parliament,  and  agitating  in  favor  of 
the  measure,  than  those  who  are  simply 
opposed  to  it  on  general  principles — and 
this  will  sufficiently  account  for  anv  lack 
of  agitation  against  the  Bill  ;  but  I  am 
perfectly  correct  in  saying  that  had  the 
community  generaUy  been  fully  aware  of 
what  was  in  contemplation  to  be  done 
in  the  way  of  legislation,  daiing  the  pre- 
sent session,  we  should  have  had  a  very 
strong  expression  of  adverse  opinion 
from  all  parts  of  the  country.  There  is 
nothing  unfair,  or  unreasonable,  there- 
fore, in  asking  that  time  and  oppor- 
tunity be  given  for  the  expression  of 
that  opinion,  if  it  really  exists,  and 
while  I  am  not  likely  to  chan&:e  my  own 
views  on  the  subject,  still,  if  it 
should  appear,  at  the  next  session  of 
Parliament,  that  a  majority  of  the 
community  are  in  favor  of  this  Bill,  of 
course  all  that  I,  and  those  who  agree 
with  me,  can  then  do,  would  be  to  re- 
lieve our  own  consciences  by  voting 
against  it.  I  earnestly  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  House  will  accede  to  the  request 
of  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  Bill,  and 
who  think  that  they  speak  the  senti- 
ments of  a  very  large  number  of  their 
fellow-citizens  throughout  the  Dominion, 
and  will  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  Bill  until  the  next  session  of 
Parliament 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— This  is  a 
Tery  short  Bill,  but  one  striking  at  the 
root  of  social  and  domestic  life,  and  it  is 
most  important  in  its  character  and  con- 
sequences. 1^0  such  bill  has  ever  been 
submitted  to  the  British  Parliament,  and 
we  have  never  had  such  a  bill  as  this 
submitted  to  any  Parliament  in  Canada. 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  introduced  it 
here  to-day  has  contended  that  this 
measure  is  desired  in  England,  and  that 
there  is  no  scriptural  argument  against  it. 
It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  this  is  not 
the  case.  I  look  very  strongly  to  the 
"happy  homes  of  England,"  which,  I 
think,  should  be  our  examples  in  many 
matters — religious  as  well  as  moral — 
and  we  must  feel  that  England, 
from  its  clear  and  oft-repeated  actions  in 
Parliament,  has  no  desire  for  this  bill. 
It  is  true,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Alma  (Mr.  Penny)  has  said,  that  Lord 
Lyndhurst's  Bill  was  intended  simply  as 
Hon.  Mr,  AUan, 


a  measure  of  relief,  and  Parliament,  in  ft 
charitable  spirit,  granted  the  transgress 
sors  relief,  but  declared  that  such  mar- 
riages in  the  future  would  be  void,  and 
so  stands  the  law  to  this  day.  If  it  had 
not  the  moral  and  beneficial  influence 
which  we  believe  it  has,  why  has  not 
the  Parliament  of  England  since  that 
day  abolished  this  law  %  Why  has  it 
not  been  repealed  1  We  know,  in  fact» 
that  it  has  been  frequently  brought  be- 
fore the  English  House  of  Commons,  and 
as  frequently  been  defeated.  We  have 
evidence  of  the  House  of  Commons  sid* 
ing  with  the  House  of  Lords  in  1861,  in 
1862,  in  1866  and  in  1869,  and  in  every 
instance  i-ejected  the  Bill.  Again,  in 
1876,  Sir  T.  Chambers*  Bill  was  defeated 
on  second  reading  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  a  vote  of  174  to  142.  Now, 
we  must  consider  that  that  was  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  of  England  in  1875,  and 
we  have  seen  no  change  of  sentiment 
since  that'  time.  We  know  that  even 
last  year  a  bill  not  as  repugnant  as  this 
one  to  the  dignity  of  woman — not  going 
as  far  as  this  one  in  the  destruction  of 
the  happy  union  of  families,  but  a  mea- 
sure only  to  legalize  marriage  with  the 
sister  of  a  deceased  wife — ^was  defeated 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  and  powerful  influence 
of  its  m«ver  and  its  promoters,  and, 
thei*efore,  I  say  again  that,  if  we  look  to 
England  as  our  examplar,  which  I  am 
happy  and  pleased  to  do,  we  must  ad- 
mit, without  any  hesitation  or  doubt,  that 
it  is  there  considered  as  striking  at  the 
root  of  the  social  and  domestic  life  and 
happiness  of  the  country.  If,  therefore, 
we  wish  to  look  for  precedents  in  this 
matter  for  this  Bill,  we  cannot  go  to 
Mother  England,  for  we  find  there,  from 
its  beginning,  for  centuries  upon  centu- 
ries, the  law  of  the  land  following  the 
Divine  law  has  been  opposed  to  these 
marriages.  In  no  case,  and  at  no  time, 
in  England  has  a  bill  attempted  to  go  as 
far  as  this  one  goes — ^to  legalize  marriage 
with  the  widow  of  a  deceased  brother — 
and  it  seems  to  be  revolting  to  natural 
feelings  that  a  brother's  wife,  incorpo- 
rated into  and  assuming  and  legally 
taking  the  name  of  the  husband  and  his 
family,  should  be  subject  to  such  an  in- 
consistent, depraved  and  demoralizing 
alliance.  It  seems  to  me  that  such  an 
alliance,  viewed  from   every  standpoint, 
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is  shocking,  and  only  could  be  sanctioned 
or  approved  by  a  misguided  or  corrupt 
taste.  I  feel  that  there  should  be  a 
strong  opposition  to  this  Bill  as  being 
repugnant  to  all  feeling  or  sense  of  right, 
depriving  sisters-in-law  of  the  chaste 
guardianship  of  fraternal  love.  I  do  not 
wish  to  go  far  into  the  religious  aspect 
of  this  question,  but  I  believe  that  such 
marriages  have  not  the  Divine  sanction. 
The  18  th  chapter  of  Leviticus  clearly 
prohibits  such  alliances,  and  although, 
as  my  hon.  friend  from  -Amherbt 
has  stated,  there  are  some  mar- 
riages that  are  not  by  express 
words  prohibited,  they  are  merely 
the  coroUory  of  those  that  are  prohibited. 
For  instance,  a  father  was  not  expressly 
prohibited  from  marrying  his  own 
daughter — ^but  a  mother  was  prohibited 
from  marrying  her  own  son.  Nor  was  a 
man  in  terms  forbidden  to  many  his 
niece — but  a  woman  was  expressly  for- 
bidden to  marry  her  nephew.  I  contend 
that  what  was  for*bidden  in  the  one  sex 
was  forbidden  in  the  other,  and,  reason- 
ing from  these  premises,  I  maintain  that, 
when,  as  by  the  IGth  verse  of  that 
chapter,  a  man  was  expressly  forbidden 
to  marry  his  brother's  widow,  a  woman, 
by  reasonable  implication,  was  strictly 
forbidden  to  marry  her  deceased  sister's 
husband — her  brother-in-law.  If  we 
sanction  such  marriages,  we  will  be  lead 
to  deny,  in  every  detail,  the  sacred  law, 
and,  by  degrees,  familiarize  ourselves  with 
all  the  abominations  which  the  law 
forbade.  In  the  early  history  of  our 
race,  such  marriages  were,  of  course, 
necessary,  but  the  fitting  time  came — 
when  the  Divine  law  interposed — when 
it  would  not  impose  a  harsh  restraint  on 
the  proper  liberty  of  choice,  but  would 
guard  and  extend  the  purity  and  sanctity 
of  loved  and  hallowed  relations — pro- 
tected from  the  misery,  confusion  and 
jealousy — with  which,  imhappily,  this 
Bill,  now  threatens  them.  My 
hon.  friend  from  Alma  stated  thu 
afternoon,  marriages  with  the  sister  of  a 
deceased  wife,  were  not  prohibited 
by  divine  law  ;  and  he  took  upon  him- 
self to  quote  some  remarks  on  that  point 
from  the  celebrated  Cardinal  Wiseman, 
to  the  effect  that  the  ecclesiastical  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Church  of  Home 
prohibited  such  marriages,  and  that  the 
present  law  is  an  unnecessary  interfer- 
Hon.  Mr,  Kaulbach. 


ence  with  its  discipline.  But  the 
Church  of  Home  certainly  bases  her 
religion  upon  the  divine  law,  and  that 
Church  declares  these  marriages  to  be 
highly  improper,  and  forbids  them, 
reserving  dispensations  in  extreme  cases. 
But  that  celebrated  prelate.  Cardinal 
Wiseman,  before  the  same  commission  to 
which  my  hon.  friend  from  Alma  referred, 
stated  that  these  marriages,  of  course, 
were  unlawful,  and  that  such  marriages, 
as  are  now  contemplated  by  this  Bill 
before  us,  would  be  null.  My  hon. 
friend  says  that  marriages  of  this  kind 
are  not  always  void,  and  that  there  is  a 
state  of  confusion  in  the  present  law. 
There  can  be  no  confusion  in  the  law. 
Our  law  is  plain  and  unmistakable. 
Every  person  must  know  when  he  mar- 
lies  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
that  law,  that  he  is  violating  it  and 
indulging  in  (to  use  a  mild  term)  a 
misguided  taste,  and  this  Bill  is  insti- 
gated and  brought  in  simply  at  the 
instance,  and  for  the  express  purpose  of 
protecting  a  comparatively  ,few  people 
from  the  consequences  of '  the  law 
which  they  have  deliberately  violated. 
I  have  no  sympathy  with  such 
people,  whether  they  move  in 
high  society  or  in  low  life, 
who  openly  and  knowingly  disre- 
gard the  moral  and  religious  law  of 
the  land.  To  legalize  marriage  with  a 
deceased  wife's  sister  would  at  once  de- 
stroy that  fraternal  affection  which  ex- 
ists for  the  sister-in-law,  and  deny  her 
the  guardianship  which  she  should 
naturally  have  in  her  sister's  house  and 
family.  Unless,  under  any  circum- 
stances, the  wife's  sister  can  only  be 
treated  as  a  sister,  the  close  relationship 
and  fraternal  love  that  are  the  charm  of 
social  life  are  destroyed  ;  and  once  you 
destroy  the  present  relation  of  the  sister- 
in-law,  which  you  will  do  if  this  Bill 
passes,  you  will  deprive  many  persons, 
who  add  a  charm  to  marriage,  who  now- 
live  together  in  a  fiducial  state,  as 
brothers  and  sisters,  of  that  free  social 
and  domestic  and  family  love  and  inter- 
course that  prevails  under  the  present 
law.  We  have  seen  the  benefit  of  this 
law  in  England  for  centuries,  and  I  see 
no  reason  why,  because  some  misguided 
or  corrupt  individuals  have  thought  pro- 
per to  violate  what  for  ages  has  been  con- 
sidered to  be  a  moral  and  necessary  law. 
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holding  society  and  marriage  relation- 
ship, with  the  innumerable  benefits  .in 
tl:^  varied  vici:iistudes  of  life — I  see  no 
reason  why  that  law  should  be  rei)ealed, 
in  order  to  legalize  what  ^is,  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  wrong,  through  any 
feeling  of  sympathy. 

Hon.  Mr.  DEVER— Hon.  gentlemen, 
in  explanation  of  the  vote  I  am  going  to 
give  on  this  subject,  matiimony,  I  wish 
to  make  a  few  remarks,  and,  in  doing 
so,  I  trust  I  will  be  governed  by  proper 
humility,  if  not  timidity,  because  I  am 
aware  the  great  majority  before  whom  I 
speak  cannot,  nor  will  not,  be  induced 
to  look  on  matrimony,  and  its  church 
regulations,  in  the  same  sacred  and 
religious  light  which  I  do.  To  me, 
matrimony  clearly  presents  itself  as  a 
purely  Christian  institution — over  and 
above  the  Levitical  law,  an  institution 
worthy  of  all  honor  and  respect,  and 
binding,  by  that  law,  the  Christian,  "  till 
death  do  us  part"  To  sustain  this 
view,  I  find  that,  as  far  back  as  the 
second  century  of  the  Christian  era,  Ter- 
tullion,  who  is  known  in  history  as  one 
*of  the  fathers  of  the  early  Christian 
Church,  wrote  these  words  : — 

"  How  can  we,"  he  says,  "  express  the  hap- 
piness of  the  marriage  union  contracted  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Church,  consecrated  by 
the  oblation  of  the  holy  sacrifice,  and  sealed 
by  the  benediction  which  the  angels  hare 
witnessed,  and  which  the  Eternal  Father  has 
ratified." 

Again,  in  the  fourth  century,  St. 
Augustine,  another  father  of  the  Church, 
writing  on  the  same  subject,  made  use  of 
these  clear  and  unequivocal  expres- 
sions : — **  Among  all  nations  the 
advantage  of  the  nuptial  bond  wbjs  to  pro- 
pagate the  human  race,  and  to  unite  the 
married  pair  by  the  fidelity  they  owe  to 
each  other.  But  with  the  people  of  God," 
he  says,  **  a  more  precious  good,  and  a 
stricter  bond  of  union  result  from  the 
sanctity  of  the  sacrament."  Hero  hon. 
gentlemen  will  see,  without  any  doubt, 
that,  in  the  early  church,  matrimony  was 
clearly  considerod  a  sacrament.  But  St. 
Paul,  too,  calls  it  "  a  great  sacrament," 
or  "mystery,"  if  you  will — as  some 
translators  have  it — for  what  are  any  of 
our  sacraments  but  mysteries — things 
which  cannot  be  comprehended,  except 
by  the  eye  of  faith  1  "  This  is  a  great 
sacrament,"  he  says,  "  but  I  speak  in 
Hon,  ifr.  Kanlhach.     • 


Christ,  and  in  the  Church  "—Paul  to  the 
Ephes.  5  chap.  32  verse.  And,  as  the 
Church  condemns  not  only  this  marriage, 
with  a  deceased  wife's  sister,  or  a  de- 
ceased husband's  brother,  but  even  with 
the  third  consin,  or  any  nearer  blood 
relation  of  one's  former  husband  or  wife ; 
and,  as  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  reject 
the  teaching  of  Scripture  and  the  Church, 
as  I  see  it,  tiU  some  better  guide  be 
given,  I  must  personally  be  governed  by 
the  history  of  the  past,  and  by  the 
deductions  from  that  plain  passage  in 
Matthew,  the  28th  chapter,  18th,  19th 
and  20th  verses,  which  say  : — 

"  All  power  is  given  to  me  in  Heayen  and  in 
earth.  Qto  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptising  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have 
commanded  you.  And  behold  1  am  with  you 
all  days,  even  to  the  consummation  of  the 
world." 

See  for  further  delaration  of  this  commis- 
sion, John  20th  chap.,  2lHt,  22nd,  and 
23rd  verses,  and  John  14th  chap,  and  16th 
verse.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this — 
and  it  is  a  good  deal — I  will  vote  for  the 
Bill,  because  you  will  see  by  the  fore- 
going views  that  I  look  on  matrimony 
and  its  church  regulations  as  a  purely 
Christian  institution,  which  should  be 
wholly  free  from  all  civil  restrictions  to 
those  who  can  see  it  in  no  other  light. 
Besides,  I  know  some  highly  honorable 
and  good  people  who  are  sheeted  by  this 
inconsistent  civil  law — ^people  who 
have  no  church  restrictions  of  their 
own  in  ^heir  way,  and  I  am 
glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
assist'in  relieving  them  from  it.  But,  in 
voting  for  the  Bill  I  also  see  that  the 
clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England 
have  strong  conscientious  scruples  on  the 
subject,  and  I  would,  therefore,  propose  as 
a  concession  to  these  gentleman  to  have 
the  following  words  inserted  in  the  Bill 
before  we  pass  it :  "  But  the  passing  of 
this  Act  shall  not  be  construed  to  Com- 
pel any  clergyman  who  may  have  con- 
scientious scruples  in  the  matter  to  per- 
form the  ceremony  against  his  will." 
And  this,  I  believe,  is  but  fair  to  those 
gentlemen  who  clearly  have  strong  con- 
scientious scruples,  and  who,  when  de- 
prived of  the  present  civil  restrictions, 
cannot  fall  back,  as  other  clergymen  can, 
on  ecclesiaatical  law  to  prevent  what  they 
conceive  to  be  a  great  error,  if  not  a  sin. 
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With  these  views,  hon.  gentlemen,  T  will 
vote  for  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  —  The 
House  has  been  so  flooded  with  news- 
papers and  memorials  giving  arguments 
for  and  against  this  question,  that  I  am 
sure  it  will  not  be  disposed  to  listen  to 
any  lengthened  remarks  on  the  subject. 
I  merely  rise  to  explain,  as  briefly  as 
possible,  why  I  consider  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  vote  tor  this  Bill.  I  ask  myself  the 
question  :  if  this  measure  becomes  law, 
how  will  it  afiect  society  and  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  society  1  If  I  look  at  my 
own  neighborhood,  or  Toronto,  Hamilton 
or  other  western  cities  or  counties,  I 
can  And  numberless  cases  where  men 
desiring  to  evade  the  law  as  it  now 
stands,  have  passed  over  to  the  United 
States,  and,  under  the  laws  of  that 
country,  have  married  the  sisters  of  their 
deceased  wives.  I  have  then  asked  my- 
self :  what  have  I  found  to  be  the  posi- 
tion of  those  gentlemen  who  have  done 
so,  and,  in  all  cases  of  which  I  have  had 
cognizance,  they  have  been  leading  mem- 
bers of  leading  churches,  occupying 
A  respectable  and  respected  position  in 
every  way,  and  they  have  not  been 
the  less  respected  because  they  have  done 
so.  I  have,  therefore,  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  Bill  will  not  aflect  the 
better  class  of  society,  because  the  head 
of  any  family  who  has  the  misfortune  to 
lose  the  mother  of  his  children,  and 
desires  to  marry  her  sister,  can  go  over 
to  the  United  States  and  legally  accom- 
plish there  what  he  cannot  do  in  Canada, 
and  I  do  not  see  that  the  passing  of  this 
Bill  will  have  any  immoral  effect  on  the 
poorer  classes.  For,  when  a  poor  man  has 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife,  what  can 
be  more  natural  than  that  the  sister 
of  the  deceased  wife  should  be  more  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  children 
than  any  other  person  1  I  cannot  see 
that  this  Bill  will  have  any  immoral 
effect  on  society,  and  I  conceive  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


BILL    INTRODUCED. 

The  following  Bill,  from  the  Commons, 
was  introduced  and  read  the  first  time  : — 
Hon.  Mr,  Dever. 


Bill  (79)  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
Souris  and  Kocky  Mountains  Railway 
Company."— (Mr.  Vidal.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  5.50  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  April  28Ui,  1880. 

The   Speaker  took  the  chair  at   three 
o'clock. 
'  Pi-ayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

EMERSON  FREE  BRIDGE  BILL. 

THIRD    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  and  Private 
Bills,  reported  Bill  (36)  "  To  authorize 
the  Corporation  of  the  Town  of  Emerson 
to  construct  a  Free  Passenger  and  Traffic 
Bridge  over  the  Red  River,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Manitoba,"  with  an  amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL,  in  the  absence  of 
Hon.  Mr.  Girard,  moved  concurrence  in 
the  amendment,  which,  he  explained, 
was  merely  to  supply  an  omission  in  the, 
clause  providing  for  tho  appointment  of 
arbitrators. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and 
the  Bill  wa£  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

GREAT  NORTH-WESTERN  TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY'S  BILL. 

THIRD     READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railways,  Telegraphs  and 
Harbors,  it  ported  Bill  (45)  "  To  incor- 
porate the  Great  North- Western  Tele- 
graph Company  of  Canada,"  with  certain 
amendments,  which,  he  explained,  were 
intended  to  make  this  Bill  congruous 
with  similar  legislation  which  had  passed 
this  session. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL  moved  concurrence 
in  the  amendments. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  COLONIAL    RESERVE    ARMY. 
INQUIRY. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  inquired  : 
"Whether  the  Government  can  give  this 
House  any  information    respecting  an  offer 
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inrhich  has  been  made  by  the  Imperial  Govera- 
ment,  to  raise  in  this  Dominioh,  and  paj  at 
the  expense  of  England,  *  a  Colonial  Beserve 
Army  of  four  thousand  men,  officered  entirely 
by  Canadians.  Terms  of  enlistment  to  be  for 
six  years  active  service.  First  three  years  of 
duty  to  be  performed  in  England,  last  three 
years  in  Canada.  To  be  then  disbanded,  but 
to  be  liable  for  service,  in  case  of  war,  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  and  form  part  of  the 
general  reserve,  receiving  six  pounds  (£6) 
sterling  annually,  as  a  consideration  for  this 
obligation.' " 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— No 
such  offer  has  been  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment as  that  mentioned  in  this  question. 
There  is,  however,  I  will  add,  a  confiden- 
tial correspondence  going  on  between  the 
Government  of  tljb  country  and  the  Im- 
perial authorities  as  to  the  formation  of 
a  reserve;  but  not  at  all  upon  this 
basis. 


SUPRBMB  AND  EXCHEQUER  COURT 
BILL. 

IN  COIIMITTEE   OF   THE  WHOLE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (37)  "  Further  to 
amend  the  Supreme  and  Exchequer 
Court  Act." 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL,  before 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  clauses  sericUim,  desired  to  state 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  conyenient 
to  the  House  to  have  the  Bill  reprinted 
with  the  amendments  of  which  he  had 
^ven  notice,  if  they  should  be  adopted, 
before  its  third  reading.  The  first 
amendment  was  to  the  first  clause,  to 
leave  out  the  words  "or  a  judge  thereof." 
It  was  thought,  on  consultation  on  the 
subject,  that  it  was  not  desirable  that 
any  judge  should  be  given  this  power. 
He  proposed,  also,  to  strike  out  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  clause,  which,  as  it  orig- 
inalij  stood,  gave  the  general  power  of 
amendment  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court, 
which  he  (Sir  Alex.  Campbell)  objected 
to,  and  which,  on  further  consideration 
with  the  gentlemen  to  whom  he  had  re- 
ferred, it  was  thought  desirable,  if  pos- 
sible, to  limit  by  more  precise  language. 
He  hod  therefore  struck  out  the  re- 
mainder of  the  clause  and  introduced 
this  amendment.  The  clause,  as  amend- 
ed, would  read  as  follows  : — 

"1.  At  any  time  during  the  pending  of  any 
appeal  before  the  Supreme  Court,   the  Court 
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may,  upon  the  application  of  any  of  the  par- 
ties, •r  without  any  such  application,  make 
all  such  amendments  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  existing  ap. 
peal,  or  the  real  question  or  controversy  be- 
tween the  parties,  as  disclosed  by  the  plead- 
ings, evidence  or  proceedings.'* 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the 
clause,  as  the  spirit  of  legislation  at  the 
present  day  was  to  give  the  courts  the 
most  unlimited  power  of  amendment.  It 
was  desirable  that  this  power  should 
exist  in  all  instances,  where  justice 
required  it,  on  the  trial  of  causes  in 
courts  of  original  jurisdiction,  bub  it 
might  not  be  desirable  to  give  power  to 
the  same  extent  to  the  courts  of  appeal, 
because  very  often  an  appeal  might  be 
grounded  upon  irregularities,  the  removal 
of  which,  in  the  appeal  court,  would  com- 
pletely destroy  the  grounds  on  which  the 
appeal  was  prosecuted.  Where  a  suit  is 
brought  up  to  an  Appeal  Court,  on  such 
grounds,  if  that  court  possessed  power  to 
alter  the  whole  case  by  correcting  the  errors 
which  should  have  been  corrected  in  the 
court  below,  the  party  who  appealed  with 
a  good  legal  case,  would  find  that  he  had 
no  case  at  all.  However,  he  thought 
some  such  power  was  necessary  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  he  admitted  that  a 
very  great  deal  of  care  had  been  exercised 
in  limiting  that  power  within  such 
bounds  as  might  prevent  injustice  from 
being  done.  He  did  not  intend  to  op- 
pose the  clause,  because  it  certainly  was 
an  improvement  on  the  language  of  the 
Bill  as  it  stood  before  the  alteration  was 
made. 

The  clause,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

On  the  third  section, 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  he  proposed  to  insert  a  new  clause. 
Section  22  of  the  Supreme  Court  Act 
provided  that  there  should  be  no  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  a  court  exercising 
its  discretion  upon  such  an  application 
as  this  referred  to  in  the  following 
amendment : — 

''  In  all  cases  of  appeal  the  Court  may,  in 
its  discretion,  order  a  new  trial,  if  the  ends  of 
justice  may  seem  to  require  it,  although  such 
new  trial  may  be  deemed  necessary  upon  the 
ground  that  the  verdict  is  against  the  weight 
of  evidence . " 

The  law  had  been  found  to  work  in- 
juriously, and  it  was  agreed  by  thosa 
who  had  been  practising  a  good  deal  be- 
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fore  the  court  tliat  it  was  desirable  that 
the  court  should  have  the  option  to 
order  a  new  trial  where  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice required  it.  That  power  would  be 
exercised,  not  in  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sions of  the  court  below,  but  mighc  be 
exercised  spontaneously  on  the  conviction 
of  the  judges  in  each  cas*  as  it  came 
before  them,  if  the  facts  as  pre- 
sented to  them  would  seem,  in  order 
to  attain  the  ends  of  justice,  to 
render  a  new  trial  necessary.  It  was 
thought  in  the  quarters  to  which  he  had 
referred,  that  this  was  a  provision  which 
ought  to  have  fpund  its  way  into  the 
original  act,  and  experience  had  shewn  it 
was  desirable  to  have  such  a  provision  in 
order  to  meet  the  ends  of  justice. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— It  is  a  very 
extensive  power. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  he  had  no 
doubt  the  court  here  would  desire  it,  but 
it  was  a  very  extensive  power.  How- 
ever, it  was  possessed  by  the  J  udicial 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  and, 
though  he  did  not  like  it,  he  would  not 
oppose  it. 

The  clause  was  adopted. 

On  the  following  clause, 

Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said  that 
the  amendment,  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  was  one  that  he  had  considerable 
doubt  about.  He  would  state  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  consider  it  advis- 
able. By  section  8  of  the  Supreme 
Court  Act,  the  right  of  appeal  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec  was  limited  to  cases 
where  the  amount  in  dispute  exceeded 
$2,000.  In  the  Province  of  Ontario  it 
was  not  limited  at  all ;  as  was  also  the 
case  in  the  Maritime  Provinces.  He  left 
out,  for  the  moment,  the  general  class  of 
cases,  which  were  always  subject  to  ap- 
peal, no  matter  what  the  amount  might 
be,  because  the  law,  in  those  cases, 
affected  all  the  Provinces  in  the 
same  way.  But  where  it  was  a  mere 
question  of  amount,  the  appeal  was 
limited  in  the  manner  he  had  described. 
In  Ontario  the  right  to  appeal  to  Eng- 
land was  limited  to  cases  involving  not 
less  than  £500  sterling,  and  in  the  Mat  i- 
time  Pi'ovinces  £300  sterling.  It  was  a 
question  with  him  whether  it  would  not 
be  well  to  take  $2,000  as  the  limit  for 
all  the  Provinces,  or  whether  it  should 
not  be  fixed  at  $1,500  to  meet  the  case 
//on.  ^iV  Alex,  Campbell, 


of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  and  to  make 
tliat  limit  general.  It  seemed  to  him 
better  to  keep  down  litigation,  and  take 
the  higher  figure.  He  understood  that 
cases  had  been  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  involving  only  from  $100  to  $150. 
It  seemed  to  him  desirable  to  prevent 
such  appeals. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  hoped  that  no 
change  would  be  made  which  would 
affect  Nova  Scotia.  In  that  Province 
they  wei*e  satisfied  with  the  law  as  it 
stood,  and  he  did  not  believe  there  was> 
any  request  for  the  amendment,  so  far  as 
Nova  Scotia  was  concerned.  He  had 
the  greatest  respect  for  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  but  they  were  like 
all  other  people — they  desired  to  hare  as 
little  work  as  possible.  It  could  not  be 
said  that  their  time  was  so  fully  engrossed 
as  to  prevent  them  from  attending  to 
all  the  cases  brought  before  them.  The 
country  paid  a  very  large  amount  of 
money  to  support  the  Supremo  Court, 
and  he  thought  it  should  get  the  largest 
passible  return  for  that  money.  The 
judges  were  the  last  persons  to  look  to 
for  advice  on  this  question.  The  amend- 
ment meant  lessening  their  work  one- 
half,  but  they  had  now  nothing  to  com- 
plain of  in  regard  to  over-work.  There 
was  no  court  in  the  Dominion  that  had 
less  to  complain  of  on  that  head,  and, 
therefore,  they  should  not  approve  of  the 
amendment. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  the  suggestion  upon  that  point  did 
not  come  from  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  but  frojn  the  Minister  of 
Justice. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  he  had 
also  a  great  i*espect  for  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  but  he  did  not  think  this  amend- 
ment would  be  at  all  acceptable  to  the 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia  or  to  the  public 
generally.  He  had  always  been  in  favor 
of  a  Supreme  Court  for  Canada,  and  on© 
of  his  chief  reasons  for  supporting  the 
creation  of  that  tribunal  was  the  neces- 
sity he  believed  to  exist  for  such  a  court 
to  supervise  the  decisions  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Judges.  He  desired  to  have  that 
supervision  as  broad  as  possible,  and 
would  not  consent  to  curtail  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  deprecat«d  such 
an  amendment.  In  most  cases  of  ap|)eal 
there  was   some   substantial  right  to  b& 
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considered,  and  appeals  were  often  taken, 
irrespective  of  the  amount  involved. 
With  regard  to  this  amendment,  it  was 
quite  sufficient  to  look  ab  the  proceedings 
which  had  already  been  taken  in  the 
nature  of  appeals  from  the  Maritime 
Provinces.  So  far  as  he  knew,  they  had 
been  taken  in  almost  every  case  under 
conditions  where  the  amount  did 
not  approach  anything  like  the  nnnimum 
of  $2,000,  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  there 
had  been  a  great  many  cases  in  which 
the  judgments  of  the  courts  below  had 
heen  reversed.  Tlie  very  statement  of 
this  fact,  he  thought,  was  quite  sufficient 
to  settle  the  question,  so  far  as  the  Mari- 
time Provinces  were  concerned,  because 
they  wished  to  have  the  protection  ot 
the  Supreme  CJcurt.  He  (Mr.  Dickey) 
ought  to  be  the  first  to  confess,  because 
he  had  objected  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Court  at  the  time — that  the  Supreme 
Court  had  been  a  great  boon  to  the 
Maritime  Provinces.  It  had  given  the 
people  confidence  in  the  administi'ation 
of  justice  and  protection  from  possible 
influences  which  might  affect  the  rights 
of  parties  in^  their  own  provinces.'  It 
would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  that  pro- 
tection were  to  be  taken  away  from  them 
by  fixing  a  limit  which  would,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  be  far  above  the  amount 
involved  in  appeals  to  the  Supreme 
Court. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  quite  concurred 
in  what  had  been  said  by  the  two  hon. 
gentlemen  who  had  last  spoken,  and  he 
was  very  glad  to  hear  the  hon.  Minister 
of  Militia  say  that  he  was  not  very  clear 
on  this  section  himself.  He  (Mr.  Power) 
hoped,  after  this  expression  of  opinion 
from  representatives  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion in  the  Maritime  Provinces,  that  the 
amendment  would  be  dropped.  He  had 
not  heard  any  complaints  from  Ontario, 
or  any  of  the  provinces  as  to  the  present 
law  regulating  the  amounts  in  appealable 
cases,  and  the  fact  stated  by  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Amherst,^  that,  in  a  great 
majority  of  cases,  the  judgments  of  the 
courts  of  Nova  Scotia  had  been  reversed 
when  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
was  sufficient  to  shew  that  the  law  should 
not  bo  changed.  The  only  reason  that 
could  be  given  for  limiting  the  amount 
would  bo  that  the  work  of  the  Supreme 
Court  at  Ottawa  was  greater  than  the 
Bon.  Mr.  Dickey.  ' 


Judges  here  could   overtake,   and  he  did 
not  undei*stand  that  such  was  the  case. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  was 
very  uncertain  about  it  himself,  but,  at 
all  events,  if  it  was  thought  to  be  con- 
venient  hereafter  to  make  a  change,  it 
could  be  done.  He  would  omit  the  sec- 
tion altogether,  and  leave  the  law  as  it 
stood. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  from 
the  Committee,  reported  the  Bill,  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in. 
The  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
the  third  reading  was  fixed  for  Friday 
next. 


ASSINIBOINE    BRIDGE    COMPANY'S 
BILL. 

SECOND   BEADING. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD  moved  the 
second  reading  of  Bill  (49)  "  An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Red  River  and  Assini- 
boine  Bridge  Company."  He  said  :  The 
original  intention  of  the  promoters  of  this 
Bill  was  to  obtain  the  privilege  of  con- 
structing bridges,  not  only  over  the  As- 
siniboine  River,  but  also  over  the  Red 
River.  They  could  not  obtain  the  whole 
of  their  request,  and  they  were  obliged  to 
take  '^half  a  loaf  rather  than  have  no 
broad."  They  expected,  however,  in  the 
future,  to  obtain  the  whole  of  what  they 
justly  claimed.  Enterprises  like  this 
shewed  that,  if  large  sums  of  money  were 
expended  in  Manitoba  and  the  North- 
West  by  the  Government,  the  people 
themselves  were  also  contributing  to  the 
progress  of  that  part  of  the  Dominion. 
Large  risks  were  being  incurred  by  private 
individuals  in  advancing  the  interests  of 
Manitoba  and  the  North-West.  There 
was  nothing  extraordinary  in  the  Bill. 
It  was  purely  a  private  enterprise,  and 
the  public  interest  would  be  sufficiently 
protected  by  the  clause  which  provided 
that  the  plans  for  the  bridge  would  have 
to  be  approved  by  the  Governor  in 
Council  before  the  commencement  of 
construction.  In  so  far  as  the  navi- 
gation of  Red  River  was  concerned, 
there  was  a  clause  which  provided  that 
sufficient  space  should'  be  left  for  all 
boats  navigating  that  stream. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 
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THE  CONSOLIDATED  BANK  OF  CANADA 
WINDING  UP  BILL. 

SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (64)  "  An  Act  to  author- 
ize and  provide  for  the  winding  up  of 
the  Consolidated  Bank  of  Canada."  He 
said  he  was  without  any  instructions  or 
information  from  the  promoters  of  this 
Bill;  and  he  had  not  looked  into 
its  provisions ;  but  as  it  would  be 
referred  to  the  Banking  Committee,  he 
presumed  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  its  passing  a  second  reading. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

CANADA  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL. 
SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  COCHRANE  moved  the 
second  reading  of  Bill  (67)  "  An  Act 
to  amend  the  Act  respecting  the  Canada 
Central  Railway  Company." 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELI^— I 
do  not  intend  to  oppose  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  but  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  of  the  Rail- 
way Committee,  to  which  it  will  be  re- 
ferred, to  the  second  clause,  which  seems 
to  be  one  which  goes,  I  think,  beyond 
what  this  Company  should  ask  at  the 
hands  of  Parliament.  The  Canada  Cen- 
tral Railway  commences  at  Brockville 
and  runs  to  Carleton  Place,  and  another 
branch  runs  from  Ottawa  to  Carleton 
Place.  It  then  runs  north-westerly 
towards  Lake  Nipissing.  That  is  its 
line  of  country,  and  it  should  hardly  ask 
to  be  allowed  to  extend  its  ramifications 
beyond  its  own '  particular  route.  The 
clause  in  the  Bill  to  which  I  think  at- 
tention is  necessary  is  the  second  clause. 
It  provides  that  the  Company  may  ex- 
tend a  branch  line  of  railway  from  any 
point  of  its  main  line  to  the  Village  of 
Madoc  or  to  the  Village  of  Tweed,  in 
the  County  of  Hastings,  a  distance  of 
some  80  or  90  miles  or  more  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Toronto,  over  a  line  of  country 
which  has  already  furnished  the  subject 
of  a  railway  charter.  A  charter  is  now 
in  existence  for  a  road  between  Toronto 
and  Ottawa,  running  precisely  in  the 
direction,  or  very  nearly  in  the  direction, 
that  this  clause  points  to,  and  that 
charter  has  been  in  existence  for  several 
years.  Not  only  that,  but  a  great  many 
municipalities  along  the  line  of  route 
Eon,  Mr,  Glrard. 


have  voted  large  bonuses  to  it,  notably 
the  city  in  which  we  now  stand,  and 
many  other  municipalities. 

Hon.   Mr.  AIKINS— Yes  ;  nearly  a 
million  doUai-s. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— My 
hon.  friend  says  nearly  a  million  dollars 
have  been  voted  to  assist  the  company 
already  incorporated  to  construct  the 
line  of  railway  through  •  this  very  coun- 
try to  connect  Ottawa  with  Toronto.  Ic 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  fair,  when 
such  a  corporation  is  already  in  existence 
and  has  made  active  and  continuous 
exertions  to  carry  out  the  enteq^rise,  that 
we  should  give  another  railway  an  op- 
portunity, as  it  were,  by  a  side  power,  to 
interfere  with  the  operations  of  the  road 
already  in  existence,  and  going  on,  as  far 
as  we  know,  successfully  with  the  initial 
steps  of  the  project,  and  it  is  unfair  to 
the  municipalities  along  the  route  which 
both  roads  are  intending  to  adopt.  It 
also  seems  to  me  that  it  may  be  attended 
with  this  additional  disadvantage  :  that, 
it  may  be,  this  road  may  expect  to  re- 
ceive something  for  giving  up  the  right 
of  ti^versing  the  same  section  of  country. 
I  do  not  say  that  such  will  be  the  case, 
but  it  is  open  to  that  surmise,  as  the 
other  company  is  already  on  the  ground, 
and  as  operations  are  probably  snspended 
at  the  present  moment  more  on  account  of 
the  illness  of  the  person  at  the  head  of 
the  enterprise,  than  for  any  other  reason, 
it  should  not  be  interfered  with  by  this 
side  power.  Further  on,  the  same  clause 
of  the  Bill  provides  thai  the  branch 
railway,  to  be  constructed  by  the  Canada 
Central  Railway  Company,  shall  not  be 
affected  by  or  charged  with  any  mortgage 
or  lien  in  favor  of  the  present  or  future 
holders  of  any  mortgage  bonds  of  the 
Company  which  have  been  heretofore 
issued.  But  what  does  that  mean,  if  it 
does  not  mean  this  :  that  the  money  ot' 
the  Canada  Central  Railway  Company 
shall  be  taken  for  the  construction  of  this 
branch  line,  and  yet,  the  creditors  of  that 
Company  shall  not  have  any  lien  upon 
the  property  which  is  to  be  constructed 
out  of  their  money  ?  The  present  bond- 
holders of  the  Canada  Central  Railway 
Company  are  not  consenting  parties, 
so  far  as  I  am  informed,  to 
this  Bill,  and  they  are  the  persons 
who  are  interested  in  the  future  of  the 
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Canada  Central,  and  bave  their  claims 
upon  it,  and  is  it  fair  to  the  persons  who 
liold  those  bonds  to  say  that  the  earnings 
•of  the  road  shall  be  taken  to  build  a 
branch  which  shall  not  bo  liable  to  the 
parties  whose  money  is  invested  in  it  1 
"We  ceiiadnly  should  not  legislate  that 
this  shall  bo  done  without  the  consent  of 
the  bondholders  of  which  we  have,  as 
yet,  no  evidence.  On  these  two  points, 
I  think,  the  second  clause  is  not  one  that 
the  Company  should  ask  at  the  hands  of 
the  Legislature.  I  merely  rise  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  the 
members  of  the  committee  to  whom  this 
Bill  will  be  referred,  to  that  section,  to 
which  I  am  sure  they  will  give  their 
fullest  consideration^ 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Apparently,  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  force  in  the  language  of 
the  hon.  gentleman,  calling  attention  to 
the  conditions  of  the  second  clause  of  the 
Bill,  inasmuch  as  the  line  of  countiy 
which  the  Canada  Central  Railway  tra- 
verses is  in  another  direction.  The 
<;lause  has  been  introduced  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  parties  who  desired  this 
railway  connection,  extending  westward 
from  Perth  towards  Toronto,  I  under 
«tand  the  clause  was  placed  in  the  Bill 
for  the  very  purpose  of  securing  the  con- 
struction of  a  road  from  Perth  to  To- 
ronto. The  city  of  Ottawa,  imwisely,  in 
my  judgment,  coupled  with  the  subsidy 
proposed  to  be  given  the  Toronto  and 
Ottawa  Railway  a  condition  that  the 
Canada  Central  Railway  should  not  be 
used,  but  thai  the  Toronto  and  Ottawa 
should  be  a  purely  independent  line. 
The  Canada  Central  Railway  Company 
£ias  at  present  a  line  to  Perth,  a  consid- 
erable distance  of  the  route  lying  between 
Ottawa  and  Toronto.  As  far  as  I  can  learn 
the  prospects  of  the  Toronto  and  Ottawa 
Railway  are  by  no  means  blight,  par- 
ticularly if  it  is  to  be  constructed  as  an 
entirely  independent  line.  There  are 
several  sections  between  Ottawa  and 
Toronto,  over  wliich  railways  have 
already  been  constructed,  and,  if  a  rail- 
way is  to  be  built  to  Toronto,  it  would  be 
wiser,  instead  of  expending  a  consider- 
able amount  on  an  independent  line,  to 
utilize  the  roads  already  in  existence. 
Therefore,  the  Canada  Central  having  a 
line  as  far  as  Perth,  it  is  only  reasonable 
that  it  should  be  utilized,  unless  there  is 
Hon,  Sir  Alex,  CamphelL 


some  special  reason  for  expending  a 
million  of  dollars  in  the  construction  of 
a  competing  line  between  Perth  and 
Ottawa.  I  do  not  think  you  could,  at 
present,  induce  capitalists  to  em- 
bark their  money  in  a  compet- 
ing line,  for  a  distance  of  50 
miles  through  that  country,  and  this 
clause  has  been  introduced  at  tho  instance 
of  persons  desiring  this  connection, 
and  who  have  no  faith  in  the  Toronto 
and  Ottawa  road.  The  member  for 
South  Lanark  (Mr.  Haggart)  has  taken 
considerable  interest  in  this  Bill,  and  his 
constituents  think  the  best  way  to  build 
the  road  is  to  utilize  the  line  already  in 
existence.  If  there  was  any  probability 
of  an  independant  line  from  Ottawa  to 
Toronto  being  constructed,  there  would 
be  a  great  deal  of  force  in  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  the  Minister  of  Militia ;  but 
I  question  very  much  if  it  is  possible  to 
obtain  the  capital,  even  wi^h  the  assist- 
ance the  municipalities  have  granted  to 
construct  that  road.  We  know  that 
capitalists  are  very  cautious  in  advancing 
money  where  there  is  a  competing  line, 
even  for  any  portion  of  the  distance, 
and,  during  this  and  last  session,  it  has 
been  the  feeling,  not  only  in  this 
House,  but  in  another  place,  that  it  is 
not  wise  to  errant  to  several 
companies  charters  over  the  same  section 
of  country,  because  it  is  simply  imperil- 
ling the  prospects  of  alL  When  we  have 
fifty  miles  of  a  line  already  constructed, 
it  does  seem  to  be  unwise  to  build  a  com- 
peting line  alongside  of  it  for  that  dis- 
tance. When  the  City  of  Ottawa 
declared  in  its  by-law  granting'the  subsidy 
to  the  Toronto  k  Ottawa,  that  the  Canada 
Central  should  not  be  utilized,  I  felt  that 
it  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  whole  enter- 
prise ;  that  the  large  expenditure  that 
was  required  to  build  twenty-nine  miles 
of  an  independent  line  to  Carleton  Place 
was  a  wasteful  expenditure  unless  some- 
thing could  be  gained  by  it.  The  true 
principle  is  to  attach  conditions  to  the 
charters,  that  connecting  roads  should 
carry  traffic  on  such  conditions  as  the 
Legislature  or  the  Government  of  the* 
day  should  think  proper.  These  condi- 
tions are  always  proper  to  be  left  to 
Parliament  or  to  tho  Government,  and 
it  is  very  much  wiser  to  make  such 
stipulations  than  to  risk  the  ultimate 
defeat  of  the  enterprise   by   making  it 
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impossible  to  obtain  the  necessary  capital 
for  its  construction 

Hon,  Mr.  FLINT— 1  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  the  Bill,  in  its 
present  stage,  but  I  think  the  hon.  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  wrong  in 
principle,  as  far  as  regards  the  second 
clause  of  the  Bill.  Ali'eady  a  charter 
has  been  given  to  the  Toronto  and 
Ottawa  road.  Lar^e  bonuses  have  been 
granted,  and  a  survey  has  been  made  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  road  from  Peter- 
borough to  Perth,  and  somewhat  below 
that,  causing  a  considerable  amount  of 
expenditure,  and,  consequently,  I  think 
it  would  be  very  unwise  to  charter  two 
competing  lines  on.  the  same  route. 
From  my  knowledge  of  the  country,  I 
am  well  aware  that  these  two  roads 
must  run  very  near  together,  if  built,  in 
many  places  I  might  almost  say, 
within  half  a  mile,  and  in  no  place 
more  than  five  miles  apart.  In  order  to 
get  to  Madoc  there  would  be  no  place 
more  than  live  miles  apart,  unless  they 
went  so  far  to  the  south  as  to  run  very 
near  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway,  i  am 
well  acquainted  with  every  part  of  that 
country,  and  know  that  there  is  but  one 
feasible  route  to  go  from  Peterborough  to 
Perth.  Certainly  if  you  take  any  other 
line  it  must  be  at  very  great  expense. 
And  if  you  go  down  by  Tweed  you  are 
directly  out  of  the  way,  and  would  make 
a  large  bend  in  the  road  and  add  to  the 
expense  of  construction.  When  the  Bill 
comes  up  before  the  Railway  Committee, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  be  there,  and 
show  that  it  should  be  so  amended 
that  there  should  be  an  arrangement 
between  the  two  lines  before  anything 
further  is  done  in  connection  with  this 
Bill.  I  know  myself  that  the  Toronto 
and  Ottawa  Railway  Company  have  ex- 
pended some  $20,000  on  the  survey  of 
their  line.  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  engineer,  and  have  pointed  out  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  route,  and 
gone  to  large  expense  myself  to  explore 
,it,  before  the  surveyors  came  on  at  all, 
consequently  I  ^speak  on  good  authority 
when  I  say  that  this  Company  has 
already  expended  a  large  amount  of 
money  on  the  project.  I  know  that  the 
only  route  that  the  Canada  Central 
Company  could  take  is  the  one  laid 
down  by  the  Toronto  and  Ottawa  Rail- 
way. It  may  be  possible,  as  the 
Hon.  Mr,  Scott, 


hon.  gentleman  opposite  has  said,  that 
the  City  of  Ottawa  has  done 
very  unwisely  in  not  adopting  the  Canada 
Central  ajs  far  as  Carleton  Place.  I 
think  thlsy  did,  as  it  would  have  been 
better  to  have  utilized  that  portion  of 
the  road  ;  but  as  they  have  not  seen  fit, 
in  their  wisdom,  to  vote  the  bonus  with- 
out that  condition,  the  question  is,  shall 
the  Toronto  and  Ottawa  road  lose  that 
amount  of  money,  provided  they  do  not 
see  fit  to  amalgamate  with  the  other  line. 
If  the  City  of  Ottawa  would  amend  ita 
by-law  so  as  to  allow  the  Toronto  and 
Ottawa  road  to  start  from  the  Canada 
Central,  at  Carleton  Placo—which  would 
be  the  proper  place  to  start  from,  be- 
cause if  you  go  round  to  SmiUi's  Falls, 
and  then  to  Perth,  it  would 
make  quite  an  elbow  in  the  line — 
I  think  the  other  Company  could 
have  no  objection  ;  but,  under  the  circum- 
stance, I  do  not  think  it  is  right  to  have 
a  charter  given  to  a  road  so  near  a  line 
already  chartered.  I  know  there  is 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  construction 
of  the  Toronto  and  Ottawa  line,  as  the 
President  of  the  Company  was  sick 
during  the  last  session  of  Parliament, 
and  I  am  aware  that  the  Ontario  Legis- 
lature did  not  grant  any  sums  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  'aiding  that  road,  or 
any  other  road,  and  I  am  also  aware  of 
another  fact,  that  the  Ontario  Govern- 
ment has  been  expending  large  sums  of 
money  on  railroads  in  the  western  parts 
of  the  Ph>vince,  while  they  have  given 
nothing  towards  the  eastern  or  central 
part  of  Ontario,  where  they  hive  derived 
a  large  portion  of  tlie  revenue  that  they 
have  been  expending  in  the  west.  We 
only  ask  for  our  rights  from  the  Ontario 
Government,  and  that  we  should  obtain 
a  just  prc^rtion  of  the  revenue  which 
they  have  derived  from  timber  dues  and 
lands  sold  in  this  part  of  the  Province. 

Hon.  Mr.  VI  DAL — It  was  my  inten- 
tion to  have  waited  until  the  Bill  went 
to  the  Elailway  Committee  before  raising 
my  objections  to  this  clause  ;  but  I  think, 
at  this  stage,  I  may  say  that  I  object 
entirely  to  the  principle  of  that  section. 
While  I  think  the  House  is  quite  in 
harmony  with  the  principle  on  which  the 
Railway  Company  was  first  organized,  I 
cannot  understand  why  an  entirely  new 
road  should  be  authorized  by  this  8f)Cond 
section,  and  Parliament  should  be  asked 
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to  sanction  its  construction  without  any 
stock  being  taken  or  any  obligation 
being  incurred,  for,  in  a  very  explicit 
manner,  it  frees  that  road  from  all  liabi- 
lities already  incurred  by  the  Company, 
and  from  any  mortgages  that  may  here- 
after be  issued  on  the  main  line.  This 
is  an  extraordinary  provision,  and  one 
which,  I  think,  ought  not  be  allowed  by 
this  House. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

Hon.  Mr.  COCHRANE  moved  the 
suspension  of  the  sixty-first  rule,  in  so 
far  as  it  applied  to  this  Bill. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
he  had  no  objection  to  suspending  the 
rule  now.  It  was  the  rule  which  re- 
quired a  Bill  to  be  hung  up  for  two  days 
before  it  could  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee. He  would  move,  in  a  few  days, 
that  the  rule  be  suspended  altogether 
during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 
•  The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SOURIS   AND    ROCKY    MOUNTAINS 
RAILWAY  COMPANY'S  BILL. 

SECOND    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (79)  "  An  Act  to  incor* 
porate  the  Souris  and  Rocky  Mountains 
Bail  way  Company."  He  said  the  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  authorize  the  pro- 
moters to  construct  a  railway  from  some 
point  on  the  Canada  Pacific  Eailway,  in 
the  North-West  Territories,  westward, 
between  the  international  boundary  line 
and  the  fifty-first  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, to  the  Booky  Mountains,  with  a 
branch  line  of  railway  south-westward 
to  the  coal  pits  on  the  Souris  Bivor. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 


INTEREST  ON  MORTGAGES   BILL. 
SECOND    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (II),  "  An  Act  to  regu- 
late the  encumbering  of  real  estate  by 
loans  of  money^  or  otherwise."  He 
said  :  In  rising  to  move  the  second 
reading  cf  this  Bill,  I  wish  to  state  that 
I  took  up  the  matter  because  no  one 
else  seemed  anxious  to  do  so.  I  have 
looked  carefully  over  it,  and  I  find  it 
is  in  some  respects  somewhat  similar 
to  the  Bill  wMch  was  brought  before 
Eon.  Mr.  Tidal. 


this  House  some  little  time  ago  by 
the  hon.  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
which  is  now  before  the  other  House 
tor  second  reading,  but  has  not  yet  been 
read  the  second  time.  I  do  not  wish 
to  enter  into  the  particular  merits  of 
the  Bill,  at  the  present  time,  as  I  wish 
to  have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Banking  and  Commerce. 

Hon.  Mr.  ODELL — 1  do  not  rise  to 
oppose  this  Bill,  but  rather  to  endeavor 
to  limit  its  operation.  This  measure,  it 
appears  to  me,  has  been  introduced  with 
the  object  of  limiting  the  amount  of  in- 
terest to  be  exacted  by  loan  and  build- 
ing societies,  and  to  prevent  any  usu- 
rious exactions.  My  attention  has  been 
called  to  it,  inasmuch  as  I  think  it  will 
bear  with  great  hardship  upon  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  where  we  have  none 
of  those  loan  societies.  We  have  some 
building  societies,  but  no  difficulties 
such  as  have  been  referred  to  in  this 
House  on  a  former  occasion  as  existing 
m  other  parts  of  Canada,  have  been  ex- 
perienced by  us.  Therefore,  I  think 
this  Bill  ought  not  to  be  made  to  apply 
to  transactions  between  private  indi- 
viduals. Most  mortgages  in  the  Mari- 
time Provinces  are  straight  mort- 
gages, and  are  often  drawn  by 
the  parties  themselves  without  refer- 
ence to  legal  gentlemen,  and,  if  a 
Bill  of  this  nature  affecting  them  is 
passed,  I  foresee  a  great  many  difficulties 
that  may  arise,  as,  after  these  mortgages 
may  have  been  executed,  some  fiaw  may 
be  discovered  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill,  if  it  passes,  which  would  ren- 
der them  void.  I  give  notice  that,  when 
this  Bill  comes  before  the  Committee,  I 
will  propose  a  slight  alteration  in  the 
last  section,  to  make  it  read  in  this 
way: — 

^  6.  This  Act  Bhall  only  apply  to  moneys 
secured  by  mortgage  on  real  estate  executed 
after  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1880,  taken  by  or  on  behalf  of  any  loan, 
building  or  other  society,  whose  principal 
business  is  loaning  or  advancing  money  on 
mortgages,  and  to  mortgages  taken  in  trust  for 
any  such  society/' 

Hon.  Mr.  BEAD — I  rise  for  the  pur-, 
pose  of  saying  a  few  words  in  support  of 
this  measure,  it  being  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, but  it  would  suit  me  and  the  coun- 
try's interest  generally,  if  it  went  much 
further  in  the  interest  of  the  borrower. 
The  time  has  arrived  when  the  attention 
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of  Parliament  and  the  country  should  be 
nailed,  in  a  most  unmistakable  manner, 
to  the  extoi*tions  and  legalized  robbery 
practised  by  loan  and  building  societies. 
When  a  bill  of  this  character  was  before 
the  Senate  this  session,  I  took  occasion 
then  to  give  my  opinion  of  "what 
was  necessary,  and  })oint  out  to 
the  House  some  of  the  extraordinary 
acts  that  are  practised  by  these  societies 
at  the  present  time,  and  the  manner  in 
which  building  societies  have  the  right, 
as  I  may  say,  by  legal  robbery,  to  impose 
upon  borrowers  who  happen  to  get  into 
their  hands,  because  I  suppose  if  it  was 
not  legal,  they  could  not  do  it.  If  such 
acts  are  legal  it  is  time  the  attention 
of  Parliament  was  called  to  such 
matters  as  I  will  present  to  this  House 
in  a  very  short  time.  I  hope  I  shall  be 
considered  as  speaking  by  authority  now, 
and  shall  not  be  obliged  to  call  a  witness 
to  the  Bar  of  the  House  to  prove  the 
statement,  of  which  I  then  produced  a 
copy,  and  which  was  called  an  invention 
by  my  hon.  friend  from  Hamilton  (Mr. 
Hope).  I  now  produce  the  original 
statement  of  the  Hamilton  Provident 
and  Loan  Society,  which  is  an  exact 
copy  of  the  one  produced  then ;  and  as 
he  is,  I  believe,  the  President,  I  hope 
that  he  will  not  now  dispute  my  state- 
ments— or,  I  may  say,  his  own,  for  it  la 
his  own  statement  that  I  quote  from.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  accepted 
as  a  correct  statement,  or  as  only  an  in- 
vention, but  I  will  produce  it,  with  the 
stamp  of  the  Company  on  it — I  will  not 
say  the  seal.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  parties  took  the  trouble  to  get  the 
stamp  made  for  the  purpose,  but,  as  I 
have  been  charged  with  *^  using  strong 
and  unfounded  statements" — ^I  took  down 
the  words     ■ 

Hon.     Mr.    [MILLER— Who    used 
them  t 

Hon.  Mr.  READ — My  hon.  friend 
from  Sarnia  (Mr.  Yidal).  As  I  have 
been  charged  with  using  strong  and 
unfounded  statements,  I  shall  now  read 
this  document.  I  do  not  vouch  for  it  I 
only  give  it  as  I  got  it  I  did  not  vouch  for 
the  cop?  I  read  on  a  previous,  occasion, 
and  which  I  read  as  a  copy  merely,  but 
I  have  compared  the  two,  and  I  find 
them  alike,  word  for  word,  the  only 
difference  being  the  words  "  H.  D. 
Hon,  Mr.  Bead. 


Cameron,  Treasurer,"  i:)rinted  on  one  but 
not  on  the  other.  Now,  we  shall  see  how 
the  Hamilton  and  Provident  Loan  Society 
conducts  its  business.  It  may  be  supposed 
that  this  is  not  done  by  other  com- 
panies, but  I  know  that  it  is. 
I  do  not  say  they  all  do  their  bu.sines3 
in  the  same  manner  ;  but  I  wish  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  state- 
ment of  the  Hamilton  Provident  and 
Loan  Society.  This  is  the  result  of 
$1,000  borrowed  of  this  Society.  Tlie 
first  payment  being  due  on  1st  January, 
1879,  proceedings  were  taken  and  the 
farm  sold  under  a  power  of  sale  in  the 
mortgage,  the  costs  and  interest  charged 
for  tlje  short  time  being  $455.31.  This 
may  be  termed  legalized  robbery,  for  it 
is  nothing  else. 

"  Thi  Hamilton  Pbovidbnt  and  Loah  Sogiitt, 
Haicltoh,  Ont.,  Nov.  4th,  1879. 

«  Wm.  E.  Eoxbcbgh,  Esq.,  Norwood. 

Be  A.  B.  WiGMOBE,  No.  2,069. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

<<  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the 
Society's  claim  as  at  October,  1879  : 

"STATIMINT. 

"  U  instalmentA  yet  to  pay  of  $131.37 

each,  the  firstdae  Jany.  Ist,  1880. $1839  18 
<<  Less  discount  for  pre-payments.  ••     736  58 


$1102  60 
<<  Add  Ist  instalment,  due  Jany.  Ist, 

1879 131  37 

»  Interest  on  arrears  to  Oct.  Ist,  1879  11  35 
«  Costs,  Selling,  Commission,  Solid* 

tors,  Ac 210  09 


«  Property  sold,  for. 


$1455  31 
.    1400  00 


u  Amount  due  the  Society $    65  31 

**  Yours  truly, 
(Signed)        *<  H.  D.  CAnaov, 

*'  Treasurer, 
»*  Per  K.'' 

My  complaint  is  this :  that  a  person 
borrowing  to  pay  by  instalments  does 
not  appreciate,  nor  can  he  know«  the  in- 
terest he  has  to  pay.  I  only  use  the 
language  of  an  hon.  gentleman  who  is 
a  President  of  a  loan  company  that,  with 
a  good  actuary  alongside  of  him  and  he 
himself  good  at  figures,  they  could  not 
agree  on  the  value  of  a  mortgage  or  the 
interest  it  paid  to  the  Company.  So 
then,  those  who  are  not  intelligent,  can- 
not  be  supposed  to  know,  nor  can  they 
know,  the  amount  of  interest  they  have 
to  pay  on  loans  from  these  societies.  In 
addition  to  this,  they  are  liable  to  be 
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fined,  and  money  collected  from  them 
for  things  they  do  not  understand. 
Should  they  fail  to  >  pay  an  instalment 
the  ^'hole  mortgage  becomes  due,  and  the 
society  collects,  not  the  money  they 
should  have  received  on  account,  but 
they  i-eally  collect  also  money  which  the 
borrowers  had  not  the  use  of.  This 
should  not  be  allowed  by  Parliament, 
and  I  contend  that  this  legiiilation  is  cal- 
culated to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the 
poor  poorer.  It  may  be  said  that  people 
should  not  borrow,  but  they  do  bon'ow, 
and  will  borrow,  and  it  is  necessary 
that  Parliament  should  protect  them. 
We  protect  people  against  imposi- 
tion in  other  respects.  We  pass  laws 
against  the  adulteration  of  food.  If  a 
man  sells  milk  adulterated  with  water  he 
is^iable  to  punishment ;  if  a  grocer  sells 
coffee  adulterated  with  chicory  he  is 
liable  to  be  fined,  and  I  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  Parliament  to  protect  the  bor- 
rower against  usury.  Building  societies 
have  privileges,  and  they  are  allowed  to 
put  clauses  into  mortgages,  by  which 
they  collect  money,  that  individuals 
would  not  be  permitted  to  collect.  I  do 
not  believe  that  they  can  do  it  legally, 
but  they  do  it.  To  give  an  instance  how 
moneys  are  collected,  and  how  these 
accounts  are  made  up,  I  will  read  a  bill 
^  in  connection  vdth  these  costs  on  the  sale 
of  this  property.  I  have  to  apologize  a 
little  for  what  I  said  on  a  former  occas- 
ion in  this  connection,  because  the  lawyers 
do  not  appear  to  have  received  all  these 
moneys.  It  appears  that  there  are  other 
harpies  who  prey  upon  the  vitals  of  the 
borrowers.  Here  is  a  gentleman  who 
signs  his  name  as  inspector,  and  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  part  of  his  little  bill  for 
advertising  and  selling  this  property, 
which  was  advertized  to  be  sold  on  19th 
April,  terms  $  100  down,  half  the  purchase 
money  in  two  weeks,  upset  price  $1,400. 
Then  the  property,  as  I  am  told,  was  not 
sold  that  day,  unless  it  was  bought  by 
the  Company.  There  is  a  gentleman 
whose  privilege  and  to  whose  profit  it  is 
to  make  pleasant  excursions  from  one 
end  of  the  Province  to  the  other.  This 
inspector  travels  from  Hamilton  to  Nor- 
wood three  times,  and  although  there  is  a 
stage  ranning  to  Norwood,  he  is  allowed 
to  charge  for  livery.  However,  I  shall 
read  the  bill,  which  includes  the  expenses 
of  this  inspector.  It  is  as  follows  : — 
Ho)u  Mr.  Read, 


Copy. 

»'Thb  H.  p.  k  L.  SooiiTT  IN  Account  with 
M.  8.  Putnam. 

« In  re  A.  B.  Wigmore,  No.  2069. 
«1879. 
''May    17.. Fare    and    hotel    bill    to 

Peterboro $5  50 

Livery  and  expenses,  two 

days,  to  Norwood 9  00 

«        21..  Fare  to  Hamilton  and  hotel 

bill 5  60 

*<        29.. Fare,  Hamilton  to  Peter- 
boro, and  hotel  bill 5  50 

Livery  and  expenses,  two 
days 9  00 

Fare,    Peterboro  to  Ham- 
ilton,  and  hotel  bill  ....     550 
"Juno   29.. Fare,  Hamilton   to  Peter- 
boro, and  hotel  bill 5  50 

Three    days*    livery    and 

hotel  bill 14  00 

Fare,  return  Peterboro  to 
Hamilton,  hotel  bill ....     5  50 

ThirteeD  days'  wages  In 
above  trip^  $3,  or 39  00 

Advertising  property  for 
sale  in  Dally  and  Week* 
ly  Olobe  and  Peterboro 
papers,  and  circulars  ...  15  00 

$119  00 
"Commission,  $14.00,    included   in 

other  bill 14  00 

"  Rec'd  payment, 

"M.  S.  Putnam, 

"Inspector. 
"Sept.  13,^79." 

Now,  I  do  not  say  that  the  sale  was 
not  advertised,  but  I  have  made  diligent 
search,  as  others  have  done,  for  such  ad- 
vertisements, but  without  finding  them. 
I  observe  that  of  the  $210  charged  for 
costs,  over  $133  went  to  the  insnector 
and  others,  so  that  the  poor  lawyers  did 
not  get  the  whole  of  it  this  time.  It  is 
a  question  whether  I,  as  a  private  citizen, 
could  collect  this  amount  under  the  same 
circumstances.  What  I  complain  of,  is 
that  a  mortgage  can  be  drawn  in  such  a 
manner  that  a  person  can  be  mulct  to 
such  an  extent.  The  Company  take 
something  that,  I  contend,  they  never 
earned ;  they  take  $102.60  of  a  fine 
levied  upon  this  poor  man,  because  he 
failed  to  pay  $131,  and  then  there  is  a 
charge  for  interest  after  the  property 
was  sold.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
this  is  the  only  company  that  conducts 
its  business  in  such  a  manner.  I  hope 
it  is,  but  the  statement  that  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  ought.to  besuflScient, 
at  all  events,  to  shew  what  hardships 
may  result  from   the  law  as   it   stands. 
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It  may  be  asked  "Why  did  not  this  man 
pay  what  he  owed  1"  Because  his  crop 
failed,  and  he  was  not  able  to  pay.  The 
terms  of  sale,  as  advertised,  were  that 
$100  should  be  paid  down,  and  one-half 
of  the  purchase  money  within  two  weeks 
from  the  date  of  the  sale,  and  the  bal- 
ance on  time  ;  upset  price  $1,400.  See 
how  harsh  those  terms  are  :  $700  within 
two  weeks.  We  cannot  too  often  warn 
the  country  against  the  frauds  that  are 
being  practiced  upon  them.  I  say 
**  frauds"  advisedly,  because  people  are 
being  deceived  by  those  Companies. 
There  is  a  way  of  covering  the  amount  of 
their  charges,  so  that  people  do  not  feel 
them  in  the  first  place,  but  they  become  a 
heavy  burden  afterwards.  I  have  seen 
an  epitaph  that  was  inscribed  on  the  tomb 
of  a  poor  man  who  had  been  a  sufferer 
by  such  a  transaction.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Shed  not  a  tear  for  Simon  Wniggle, 
For  life  to  him  was  a  constant  stniggle  ; 
He  preferred  the  tpmb  and  death's  dark  fate 
To  farming  mortgaged  real  estate." 

These  companies  are  the  harshest  land- 
lords that  we  have  ever  seen.  Absen- 
tees are  nothing  to  them.  I  think  I 
shall  not  be  charged  to-day  with  invent- 
ing a  statement.  I  hope  I  have  removed 
that  impression.  In  view  of  the  facts 
that  I  have  submitted  to  the  House,  I 
ask  if  such  a  state  of  affairs  should  be 
allowed  in  this  country  1  I  say  that  there 
should  be  a  change.  So  numerous  have 
these  companies  become,  every  cross-road 
has  an  agent.  My  informant  signs  him- 
self "Appraiser  for  the  Canada  Perman- 
ent Building  and  Loan  Society."  He 
knows  what  he  is  talking  about.  He 
says  in  his  letter  that  he  trusted  Wig- 
more  with  goods  from  his  store,  and 
cash  to  the  extent  of  $175,  for  which 
he  took  a  second  mortgage  on  the  pro- 
perty, but  the  terms  of  sale  were  so 
harsh  that  he  could  not  buy  it  in  to 
protect  himself  from  loss.  He  could  not 
take  $700  out  of  his  business  in  two 
weeks,  and  so  he  had  to  forego  bis  claim. 
It  has  been  asserted  here  that  the  pro- 
perty was  not  what  it  was  described 
when  the  application  was  made  for  the 
loan  j  but  my  informant,  who  lived  in 
the  neighborhood,  knew  the  value  of  it, 
and  was  willing  to  advance  goods  on  the 
security  of  a  second  mortgage,  but  when 
he  learned  the  terms  of  sale,  he  was 
Hon.  Mr,  Read. 


unable  to  buy  the  property,  and  had  to 
trust  to  Wigmore's  future  success  in  life 
for  his  payment.  He  does  not  seem  to 
doubt  that,  at  some  future  time,  he  will 
get  his  money.  This  is  a  question  which 
Parliament  should  take  some  action 
upon,  and  I  hope  that  the  House  will  do 
so  on  the  first  opportunity. 

Hon.     Mr,     BUREAU  —  All  these 
building  societies  have  been  established 
under  two  statutes,  one  for  the  Province 
of  Quebec,      (Cap.      69,    Consolidated 
Statutes  of  Lower  Canada)  and  the  other 
for  the  Province  of  Ontario,   (Cap.  53, 
Consolidated  Statutes  of  Upper  Canada), 
and  these  Statutes  ai*e  still  in  existence. 
Under  these  laws  building  and  loan  socie- 
ties could  not  take  more  than  6  per  cent, 
interest,  but  it  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of 
the  bills  which  we  have  passed,  incor- 
porating such  associations,  what  rate  of 
interest  they  may  chaise.      Still,  under 
the  two  laws  that  I  have  referred  to,  the 
legal  I'ate  of  interest — only  6  per  cent — 
is  allowed,   because  the  acts  abolishing 
the  usury  law  were  passed  after  these 
two  Statutes  were  enacted.  Consequently, 
the  rate  established  by  the  usury  law, 
6  per  cent.,  is  the  l<^al  rate,  the  acts 
repealing  the  usury  laws  harving  no  re- 
troactive effect.     But,  besides  the  legal 
rate  of  interest,  they  are  allowed  a  rea- 
sonable bonus,  which  is  not  specified  in 
the  law,  but  is  subject  to  the  decisions  of 
the  courts,  in  case  the  rate  is  considered 
excessive.     In  my  opinion,  the  statement 
which  has  been  read  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from   Quints   division   (Mr.  Bead)  is   a 
very   extraordinary  one,   but  the    man 
whose  property  has  been  sold  has  the 
remedy  in  his  own  hands,  if  he  has  been 
imposed   upon    by    the     Society,     and 
can    apply      to      a    court    of    justice 
for  redress.     In  the  Province  of  Quebec 
thero  had  been  a  great  many  abuses,  and 
I  remember,  when  we  came  to  this  Par- 
liament   for    relief    for    our    building 
societies,  we  wero  told  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  Ontario  that  everything  was 
going  en  well  in  that  Province.     Tfaey 
said  that  there  was  no  injustice  there, 
and  that  all  the  complaints  came  from 
the  Province  of  Quebec.     It  would  B&em^ 
from  what  we  have  heard  in  this  debate, 
that  the  people  of  Ontario  aro  worse  off 
than  we  are  in  Quebec.     I  have  seen 
numerous  illustrations  of  the  difficalties 
which  aro  complained  of.    I  have  found 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Interest  on 


[April  28,  1880. J  Mortgages  BiU. 


401 


that,  when  any  estate  had  to  be  wound 
up,  official  assignees  had  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  about  mortgages  made  by  some 
of  these  societies  ;  and,  after  testing  the 
matter,  the^  account  was  always  consid- 
erably reduced.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
Mr.  Wigmore,  whose  case  has  been  x^- 
ferred  to,  can  find  a  remedy  in  the 
courts  under  the  law  as  it  exists.  I 
think  that  the  two  Statutes  to  which  I 
have  referred  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— T  am  not  at  all 
surprised  that  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Quints  should  desire  to  set  himself  right 
before  the  House  in  this  matter.  I 
could  not  help  feeling,  the  other  day, 
that  he  was  rather  hardly  sat  upon,  for 
he  received,  1  will  not  say  harsh  treat- 
ment, fi-om  some  members  of  the  House, 
but  he  "^as,  perhaps,  put  in  the  most 
odious  light  that  he  could  be,  under  the 
circumstances  ;  for  really,  after  all, 
there  was  nothing  in  which  my  hon. 
friend  had  offended.  He  made  a  statement 
which,  whether  it  was  from  a  copy  or 
from  an  original  document,  matters 
little,  because  it  corresponded  almost  to 
.a  cent,  I  believe,  with  the  figures  given 
by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Hamilton. 
This  side  issue  about  lawyer's  fees,  which 
>led  my  hon.  friend  into  another  direction 
altogether,  did  not  affect  the  question 
at  all^  because  it  was  admitted  that  the 
property  brought  $1,400,  and  that  $65 
was  still  due,  and,  also,  that  the  amount 
payable  included  some  $210  expenses. 
At  the  moment,  it  did  not  strike  me  that 
there  was  anything  very  heinous  in  his 
conduct.  Certainly,  everyone  of  us 
who  know  him  must  be  convinced  that 
his  statement  could  not  have  been  made 
with  any  view  to  deceive  the  House,  or 
any  member  of  it.  With  regard  to  the 
Bill  before  us,  I  should  like  to  say  this  : 
several  of  my  hon.  friends — those  from  On- 
tario more  particularly — have  attacked 
these  societies  as  to  the  rate  of  interest 
charged  on  loans  secui-ed  by  mortgages 
on  real  estate.  They  must  be,  surely, 
aware  that  it  is  the  fault  of  their  own 
law.  The  rate  of  interest  in  Ontario 
as  not  limited  and  if  these  socie- 
ties, seeking  after  good  investments, 
make  good  bargains,  it  is  the  most 
natural  thiii^  in  the  world,  and  I  really 
4»nnot  see  why  they  should  be  attacked 
under  these  circumstances,  rather  than 
Him.  Mr.  Bureau, 


that  the  law  itself  should  be  amended, 
or  repealed.  Now,  I  speak  more  de- 
cidedly upon  that  point,  and,  before 
sitting  down,  the  House  will  see  that 
what  1  am  saying  is  germane  to  the  Bill 
itself.  In  Nova  Scotia  we  have 
limited  the  rate  of  interest  on  real  estate 
to  7  per  cent.,  and  no  mortgage  can  be 
taken  for  more  than  that.  The  result  is 
that  we  all  know  where  we  are.  Now, 
by  this  Bill  you  propose  to  make  a  new 
rate  of  interest  for  Nova  Scotia  and  the 
other  Maritime  Provinces.  You  pro- 
pose to  allow  persons  to  take  interest  at 
any  rate  that  they  may  agree  upon,  in 
cases  under  the  1st  section.  I  fear 
that  such  is  the  effect  of  the  Bill.  It  is 
quite  true  that  all  former  legislation, 
including  the  very  Bill  that  we  had  before 
us  heie  the  other  day,  was  confined  en- 
tirely to  Ontario  and  Quebec, 
where  these  building  societies  ai*e  in 
operation,  and  we  from  the  Maritime 
Provinces  were  perfectly  satisfied  with 
it.  We  have  had,  almost  every  year 
since  I  c^me  here,  legislation  upon  these 
building  and  loan  societies  which  was 
confined  to  provinces  where  their  opera- 
tions were  carried  on.  It  did  not  affect 
us,  and  we  took  precious  good  care  to 
see,  as  they  went  through  the  House,  that 
by  no  side  wind  could  there  be  a  pro- 
vision to  enable  parties  in  the 
Maritime  Provinces  to  take  a  higher 
rate  of  interest  than  the  present  law- 
allows.  I  speak  freely  and  impartially 
on  that  point,  because  I  am  rather  a 
lender  than  a  borrower,  and,  if  I  were 
governed  by  personal  interest,  I  might 
agree  to  a  bill  of  this  kind,  which 
gives  very  large  powers  to  parties 
taking  securities  under  this  Act. 
Whether  people  are  induced  to  borrow 
by  their  poverty  or  otherwise,  we  know- 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  men,  under  the 
pressure  of  stern  necessity,  will  do  almost 
anything  to  get  control  of  money*  They 
are  checked  in  Nova  Scotia  by  a  law 
which  works  well,  and  which,  I  Hope, 
will  not  be  interfered  with.  There  is 
another  principle  in  the  Bill  to  which  I 
object :  It  allows  parties  to  agree  betweea 
themselves  upon  the  rate  of  interest  to 
be  paid.  This  Bill,  according  to  its 
terms,  is  not  confined  to  building  and 
loan  societies  ;  it  is  general.  It  speaks 
of  mortgages  that  may  be  made  by  indi- 
viduals as  well  as  by  loan  societies. 
26 
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Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— On  the  same 
j>rinciple. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— Yes,  on  the 
same  principle.  Thei-e  is  another  prin- 
ciple (one  that  is  held  sacred  by  the 
courts)  that  is  violated  by  this  Bill,  that 
interest  shall  not  be  charged  uix>n 
interest.  It  may  be  light  in  principle 
that,  where  a  man's  interest  is  in  arreai, 
he  shall  pay  interest  upon  it,  but  no 
court,  I  think,  will  allow  it  upon  com- 
pulsory proceedings. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
It  would,  I  suppose,  if  there  were  a  bar- 
gain to  that  effect.  In  Nova  Scotia 
such  a  bargain  would  be  enforced. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— No  ;  I  think 
not. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Oh,  yes  ! 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  do  not  wish 
to  go  into  a  discnssion  upon  the  point, 
but  I  have  stated  what  my  impression  is. 
At  all  events,  this  Bill  applies  to  Nova 
Scotia,  and  enables  parties  in  that  Pro- 
vince, for  the  firat  time  since  Confedera- 
tion, to  lend  money  on  the  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  these  building  and 
loan  societies.  Under  the  circumstances, 
I  sympathise  with  my  hon.  friend  from 
Halifax,  who  called  attention  to  this 
question,  and  I  trust  that,  before  the 
Bill  reaches  its  final  stage,  some  amend- 
ment will  be  introduced  to  exempt  the 
Maritime  Provinces  from  its  operation. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — I  do  not  care 
to  detain  the  House  at  the  present 
moment,  because  I  feel  that  there  is  an 
anxious  desire  to  get  through  the  busi- 
ness that  is  on  the  paper,  but  I  oannot 
allow  the  remarks  which  have  fallen 
from  some  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  who 
have  addressed  the  House  to  pass  with- 
out some  reply.  I  differ  altogether  from 
my  hon.  friend  who  has  just  resumed  his 
seat,  as  to  the  operation  of  this  Bill.  I 
say  that  (if  it  become  law)  it  will  not  at 
alf  affect  the  Statute  which  regulates  the 
i*ate  of  interest  in  Nova  Scotia.  In  that 
Province,  as  my  hon.  friend  has  said,  the 
rate  is  fixed  by  Ihw,  and  the  Bill  before 
the  House  docs  not  contemplate,  in  any 
way,  to  interfere  with  the  rate  estab- 
lished for  that  Province.  The  efiect  of 
this  Bill  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia 
will  simply  be  that,Ln  case  money  is  loaned 
there  under  the  terms  of  this  Bill,  it 
I/on,  Mr,  Dickey, 


will  compel  the  lender  to  accept  a  rate  of 
interest  not  exceeding  seven  per  cent.,  as 
is  now  done,  with  regard  to  loans, 
on  ordinary  mortgages,  in  that 
Province.  The  only  effect  which  the 
Bill  would  have  at  all  in  Nova  Scotia 
would  be  in  relation  to  a  building 
society  in  Halifax,  and  I  am  not  at  all 
opfK>sed  to  having  it  so  applied.  That 
society  has  operated  on  the  general  con- 
ditions which  attach  to  societies  of  that 
character,  and  I  think  that  the  applicar 
tion  of  the  law  to  it  will  be  looked  upon 
as  a  very  great  boon  in  the  City  of 
Halifax,  where  a  few  capitaUste  have 
control  of  large  amounts  invest- 
ed on  loan  on  the  instalment 
system.  I  think,  therefore,  tliat 
the  Bill  will  be  acceptable  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  I  shall  have  great  pleasure 
in  voting  for  it.  I  could  say  a  great 
deal  more  in  favor  of  the  measure,  if  it 
were  necessary,  but  its  details  can  be 
discussed  in  committee.  I  desire,  how- 
ever, to  say  a  word  or  two  in  reference 
to  the  Wigmore  case,  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Quinte  (Mr.  Read).  My  hon.  friend 
has  evidently  selected  this  opportunity 
more  for  the  purpose  ot  giving  expres- 
sion to  his  views  with  regard  to  that 
matter,  than  to  advocate  the  passage  of 
the  Bill  before  the  House.  I  would  not 
be  surprised  that  he  should  avail  himself 
of  the  opportunity,  if  he  had  not  made 
so  much  of  a  small  matter,  to  put  him- 
self right  before  the  Senate  in  reference 
to  the  statement  which  he  made  m  few- 
days  ago.  On  that  occasion,  several 
gentlemen,  I  believe,  questioned  his  ac- 
curacy. I  did  not,  however,  do  so,  ex- 
cept in  one  particular,  and  in  that  the 
facts  bore  me  out^  that  he  was  wrong  in 
making  the  charge  that  he  did  again^t^ 
the  solicitors  engaged  by  the  Hamilton 
Provident  and  Loan  Society.  Since  the 
subject  was  last  before  the  Senate,  I  have 
had  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  a  person 
who  is  very  well  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  Wigmore  case,  and 
I  cannot  see  the  "  glaring  injustice,"  or 
'^  legalized  robbery,"  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  spoken  of,  in  that  tiransaction. 
The  circumstances  are  tliat  Wigmore 
borrowed  $1,015  ;  his  prof)erty  was 
valued  at  $2,580,  which  turned  out  to  be 
a  gross  over- valuation.  The  moaey  was- 
loaned  at  nine  or  nine  and  a  quarter  per 
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cent  interest  on  the  instalment  system. 
The  borrower  fell  into  arrears  at  once 
after  the  fii-st  instalment  matured.  In 
July,  1879,  the  Society  ascertained  that 
the  security  was  totally  inadequate,  and 
so  exercised  their  right  to  sell  the  pro- 
perty to  realize  their  money.  They  ad- 
vertised the  property  for  sale,  with  as 
little  expense  as  possible,  under  the 
power  given  by  the  mortgage. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— Did  you  say  that 
was  in  July,  1879] 

Hon,  Mr.  MILLER— Yes. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ — The  property  was 
sold  in  April,  1879. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— It  was  sold  on  the 
3rd  ot  July,  1879. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — ^That  makes  very 
little  difference.  I  say  that  the  property 
was  offered  for  sale,  and  the  highest  bid 
that  could  be  got  for  it  was  $1,000.  A 
man  named  Roxborough,  who  held  a 
second  mortgage  on  the  property,  and 
who,  we  are  told,  was  my  hon.  friend's 
(Mr.  Read's)  informant,  made  thatHd, 
and  be  could  not  be  persuaded,  either  at 
the  time  of  the  sale  or  afterwards,  to 
offer  more.  Therefore,  it  is  evident  to 
the  House  that  there  must  have  been  a 
very  serious  mistake  in  the  valuation  oi 
the  property,  and  that  the  owner  had  got 
the  full  value  for  it,  and,  with  the  accu- 
mulated interest,  more  than  the  full 
value.  After  some  difficulty,  and  after 
some  censure  of  the  valuator,  the  com- 
pany succeeded  in  getting  the  property 
off  their  hands,  for  $1,400,  and  even  then 
were  losers  by  the  transaction.  If  it  had 
been  possible  to  sell  the  property  for  the 
amount  at  which  it  was  valued  when  the 
loan  was  obtained,  it  would  have  been 
to  the  interest  of  the  Society  to  have 
done  so.  They  had  no  interest,  what- 
ever, in  selling  the  property  below  its 
value,  but  the  contrary.  Having  lost 
money  by  the  transaction,  they  found 
that  the  man  i*efused  to  move  off  the 
property,  and  he  put  them  to  the 
expense  of  an  action  of  ejectment  to  get 
him  off.  It  was  in  connection  with  that 
action,  I  believe,  that  they  had  to  seize 
and  sell  his  crops  for  expenses.  That 
-waa  a  business  transaction,  without 
maliee  on  the  part  of  the  Company — 
because  they  could  have  had  no  desire  to 
injure  the  mortg^r— and,  therefore,  1 1 
Hon.  Mr.  MtUer. 


say  that  there  is  no  ground,  that  I  can 
see,  for  making  wholesale  charges 
a(sainst  the  Company  and  the  respect* 
able  individuals  connected  with  iti 
I  have  a  few  words  to  say  on  another 
portion  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  reraarksi 
My  hon.  friend  has,  on  several  occasions^ 
— I  think,  very  unfairly — used  oppro-* 
brious  epithets  on  the  floor  of  this  House 
towards  the  profession  to  which  I  belong. 
In  a  formet*  debate  he  called  them 
"blood-suckers  ; "  to-day  he  has  spoken  of 
them  as  ''harpies."  Now,  I  do  not 
think,  froiij  a  gentleman  occupying  a  seat 
in  this  House,  that  is  language  which 
should  be  hurled  at  a  respectable  and 
learned  profession.  It  does  not  hurt  the 
profession,  I  am  sure,  but  it  is  not  the 
language  we  should  expect  to  hear  in  this 
Chamber.  One  would  be  disposed  to 
ask  what  business  or  profession  does  my 
hon.  friend  belong  to  that  he  should  hurl 
such  epithets  at  unoffending  lawyers. 
My  hon.  friend  is,  I  believe,  a  whiskey 
distiller,  or  manufacturer.  Now,  I  do 
not  think  that  a  whiskey  distiller  is  one 
who  can  afford  to  cast  reflections  upon 
any  profession  or  occupation — ^not  even 
that  of  a  scavenger.  We  hear  a  good 
deal  about  the  rate  of  interest  charged  by 
loan  societies;  is  there  any  class  that 
takes  a  larger  rate  of  interetit  for  capital 
invested  than  the  distillers  ?  Not  10, 15, 
20,  or  even  50  per  cent.,  but  100  per 
cent,  will  satisfy  them.  Then,  again, 
there  are  other  lights  in  which  to  look  at 
this  business.  The  hon.  jgentlemaa 
said  a  great  deal  about  widows 
and  orphans.  What  class  of  people 
are  mdre  res|X)nsible  for  the  number 
of  widows  and  orphans  than  whiskey 
distillers?  I  might  extend  my 
question,  and  ask  what  other  class  con- 
tribute moi-e  to  swell  the  category  of 
crime  than  that  to  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  belongs?  I  therefore  ask, 
is  the  hon.  gentlejaan  the  right 
person  to  hurl  opprobrious  epithets 
at  members  of  any  profession  in  this  House 
or  elsewhere  ?  I  do  not  think  he  is,  and 
he  should  not  indulge  in  such  uncalled- 
for  expressions  when  there  is  no  occasion 
for  them.  My  hon.  friend  got  up  the 
other  day  and  said  that,  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  thp  Wigmore  property, 
the  lawyers  had  got  $210.  I  pointed  out 
then  that  the  amount  was  made  up  of 
several  other  charges,  and  it  is  now  ad- 
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mitted  that  the  solicltorb  received  for  all 
their  trouble  ia  the  Wigmore  case  the 
very  modest  sum  of  $46  in  all.  If  my 
hon.  friend  possesses,  as  I  believe  he  now 
does,  that  information,  he  did  not  give  it 
to  the  House.  I  think  he  should  have 
made  the  correction,  and  should  not  have 
allowed  such  an  unfounded  statement 
against  a  respectable  firm  of  solicitors  to 
go  abroad.  It  was  a  statement  calculated 
to  do  them  a  great  deal  of  harm,  and  to 
sully  their  professional  reputation.  I  do 
not  think  that  he  would,  in  his  calmer 
moments,  do  an  injustice  of  that  kind  to 
individuals  situated  as  these  solicitors 
are.  I  can  understand  that,  in  closing  up 
a  transaction  of  that  kind,  $46  was  a 
reasonable  charge  for  lethal  expenses. 
l4\irther  than  that,  I  iind  that  the  charges 
of  the  Company  in  connection  with  the 
performance  of  professional  work  are  of 
the  most  meagre^  mean  and  unremunerar 
tive  character.  These  are  specimens  of 
them  : — For  drawing  mortgage  in  dupli> 
cate,  having  executed,  registered,  exam> 
ining  title,  &c.,  where  the  sum  borrowed 
is  $500,  the  charge  is  only  $6.  When 
the  amount  is  $1,000,  the  charge  is  $7.50, 
with  an  addition  of  $2.60  for  every  addi- 
tional $1,000.  Then  for  writing  and 
getting  a  discharge  of  mortgage  executed, 
the  charge  is  only  one  dollar.  If  these 
are  fair  specimens  of  the  charges  of  the 
solicitors  of  this  Company,  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  ground  of  com- 
plaint against  them,  much  less  any 
justification  for  the  strong  language 
of  my  hon.  fiiend  from  .  Quints. 
If  the  charges  in  all  these  companies  are 
the  same,  they  should  not  be  complained 
of,  and,  certainly,  they  are  not  of  a  char- 
acter to  justify  the  language  that  has 
been  used  by  my  hon.  friend  against  the 
Iega,l  profession.  I  am  very  sorrv  to 
trouble  the  House  with  these  matters, 
but,  if  individuals  or  classes  are  unfairly 
attacked  by  any  hon.  gentleman,  I  think 
it  would  be  only  consistent  with  a  sense 
of  justice  that  someone  should  have  an 
opportunity,  and  should  taker  the  trouble, 
to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— I  agreed, 
the  other  day,  with  my  hon.  friend  from 
Quints  (Mr.  Head)  that  $210  was  too 
much  to  charge  for  disposing  of  Wig- 
more's  property.  I  do  not  concur  in  the 
opinion  tiiat,  because  the  property  did 
not  bring,  at  a  forced  sale,  the  amount 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller. 


at  which  it  had  been  valued,  therefore 
too  much  money  had  been  loaned  upon 
it.  If  notice  of  the  sale  was  given,  it 
was  insufficient,  and  the  property  was 
sold  at  a  sacrifice.  There  was  no  fore- 
closure proceeding;  the  property  was 
simply  sold  under  the  power  given  in 
the  mortgage,  and,  therefore,  $210  was 
an  exorbitant  charge  to  ma^e.  It  is  a 
charge  such  as  I  have  never  heard  of 
before,  and,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
authentic  statement  furnished  by  my 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Read)  I  would  not  have 
believed  that  such  a  thing  was  possible. 
I  must  support  the  stand  that  he  has 
taken,  regardless  of  what  he  has  said 
about  the  legal  profession.  My  hon. 
friend  from  Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey)  is  in 
error  in  supposing  that  a  mortgage  is  not 
valid  in  Nova  Bootia  if  it  bears  more 
than  seven  per  cent,  interest.  The  mort- 
gage is  valid,  but  more  than  seven  per 
cent,  cannot  be  recovered  by  the  lender 
in' a  court  of  law ;  neither  does  this  Bill 
regulate  or  effect  the  right  of  interest  on 
mortgages  in  Nova  Scotia.  We,  in  a 
previous  Bill  this  session,  approved  of  the 
principles  contained  in  this  measure,  and 
I  can  see  no  objection  to  it  now ;  there- 
for^, I  shall  support  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR— This  Bill  has 
four  principal  provisions.  The  first  is 
to  prevent  parties  loaning  money, 
whether  building  societies  or  private 
individuals,  and  taking  a  rate  of  in- 
terest that  is  not  clearly  stated  in  the 
mortgage.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  party 
loaning  money,  in  charging  a  rate  of 
interest,  to  state  clearly  what  that  rate 
is,  and  the  amount  due  at  each  payment, 
if  the  loan  is  required  in  instalments ; 
so  tliat  the  borrower  cannot  be  deceived 
as  to  the  rate  of  interest  he  is  bound  to 
pay.  The  next  provision  is  that  the 
lender  shall  not  be  allowed  to  impose 
fines  and  penalties,  even  though  the 
mortgagor  is  behind  in  making  his 
payments.  The  third  provision  is  that, 
if  the  payments  are  in  arrear,  they  shall 
not  be  allowed  to  inci'ease  the  rate  of 
interest,  but  shall  charge  simply,  until 
the  mortgage  is  paid,  the  rate  of 
interest  agreed  upon  in  the  first 
instance.  The  fourth  principal  pro- 
vision is  that,  after  a. mortgage  runs 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  the  mortgagor 
may,  if  he  choose,  pay  up  the  mortgage 
by  paying  three  months'  interest  in  aid . 
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vance.  But,  heyond  these  four  provi- 
sions, a8  I  understand  the  Bill  (and  I 
have  read  it  over  carefully),  there  is 
nothing  to  provide  for  the  regulation  or 
limitation  of  the  rate  of  interest,  any 
more  than  the  law  already  rogulates  it 
in  the  different  Provinces.  I  was  quite 
surprised  when  my  hon.  friend  opposite 
(Mr.  Dickey)  said  that  this  Bill  would 
interfere  with  the  rate  of  interest  in 
Nova  Scotia,  but  I  was  quite  satisfied 
that  the  House  would  scarcely  agree 
with  him  after  the  remarks  made  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  followed  him  (Mr. 
Miller),  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  any 
one  reading  the  Bill,  whether  he  be  a 
lawyer  or  a  layman,  if  guided  by  common 
sense,  would  hardly  see  that  any  such 
interference  could  take  place.  The  Bill 
simply  provides  that  the  rate  of  interest 
shall  be  clearly  stated,  and  the  pai-ty 
making  the  mortgage  shall  not  be  re- 
quired to  pay  any  other  rate  than  that 
stated  on  the  face  of  the  mortgage.  My 
hon.  friend  who  sits  before  me  (Mr. 
Odell)  objects  to  this  Bill  being  applied 
to  individual  lenders  of  money.  I  can- 
not, for  the  life  of  me^  see  why  a  differ- 
ence should  be  made.  If  it  be  wrong  for 
a  building  society  to  deceive  the  bor- 
rower as  to  the  rate  of  interest  he  may 
be  required  to  pay,  or  impose  fines  upon 
him,  I  do  not  see  why  any  other  lender 
of  money  should  be  allowed  to  perpetrate 
such  wrongs  with  impunity.  If  the 
principle  laid  down  in  this  Bill  is  correct 
for  loan  institutions,  it  is  correct  also 
for  individuals,  and  I  certainly  hope  that 
my  hon.  friend  will  not  press  his  motion 
to  throw  out  the  Bill,  or,  if  he  does  so, 
I  hope  that  it  will  not  prevail.  The 
Bill  is  just  and  fair  in  its  objects, 
and  I  have  every  confidence 
that  the  House  will  sustain  it. 
Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD~I  am  not 
acquainted  with  the  operations  of  loan 
societies,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  should  not  apply 
to  private  lenders.  In  New  Brunswick, 
mortgages  are  fraquently  drawn  by  non- 
professional men,  and  there  is  a  provision 
here  which  would,  in  effect,  invalidate 
many  of  thorn.  In  New  Brunswick,  if 
no  rate  of  interest  is  specified  in  a  mort- 
gage, 6  per  cent,  would  only  be  recover- 
able, under  the  existing  law.  Therefore, 
no  inconvenience  would  arise  in  private 
transactions  between  individuals,  in 
Bon,  Mr,  Eeesor, 


lending  moneys  on  the  security  of  mort- 
gages. This  Bill  would  also  inteifere 
with  the  free,  necessary  and  advan- 
tageous arrangements  between  parties 
who  wish  to  invest  money  for  a  term  of 
years,  especially  in  the  case  of  minors.  I 
know  of  many  instances  in  which 
money  has  been  loaned  for  a  period  of 
ten  years  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the 
borrower  and  the  lender,  but,  if  this  Bill 
should  pass,  if  no  rate  of  interest  is 
mentioned,  only  six  per  cent,  can  be 
charged.  There  is  no  law  in  New 
Brunswick  which  enables  a  person  lend- 
ing money,  to  impoao  fines  upon  a 
borrower  who  is  in  arrear ;  he  can  only 
recover  the  principal  and  interest.  If  a 
larger  rate  than  six  per  cent,  is  men- 
tioned in  the  mortgage,  it  can  bo 
recovered  under  the  Dominion  Act,  re- 
gulating the  rate  of  interest.  This  Bill, 
however  desirable  it  may  V>e  to  apply  its 
provisions  to  building  and  loaa  societies, 
should  not  extend  to  private  transac- 
tions, because,  so  far  as  my  experience 
goes,  there  is  no  necessity  for  it.  No 
evil  has  arisen,  and  no  injustice  is  done, 
so  far  as  1  know,  under  the  existing  law, 
and  I  hope  that  the  Bill  will  be  confined, 
in  its  operation,  to  building  and  loan 
societies. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— The  fact  is,  this 
Bill  was  a  bid  for  popularity,  in  the  first 
instance.  It  passed  the  second  reading 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  spite  of  the 
opposition  of  the  Ministry,  and  of  the 
desii«,  as  I  believe,  of  the  wisest  men  in 
that  Chamber.  After  the  second  read* 
ing,  instead  of  being  thrown  out,  if  was 
taken  up,  and  transmogrified  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  seems  to  have  an  opposite 
tendency  to  that  which  was  designed  by 
the  gentleman  who  introduced  it.  In- 
stead of  restricting  the  rate  of  interest, 
as  it  did  in  the  first  instance,  it  seems  to 
extend  it,  at  all  events  in  some  direc- 
tions. It  strikes  me  that  the  best  thing 
that  we  can  do  now,  as  the  Bill  does  not 
represent  the  intentions  of  its  author^ 
and  seems  to  tteet  nobody's  views,  is  to 
dispose  of  it  by  the  three  months'   hoist. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— I  should  like  to 
know  what  is  the  intention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment with  regard  to  the  Bill  which 
was  passed  by  the  Senate  recently  and 
sent  down  to  the  other  House?  Is  it 
their  intention   to   press  it  through  the 
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other  House  and  eliminate  those  clauses 
which  were  incorporated  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Prescott  1 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— 1  understand 
that  the  Bill,  having  reached  the 
House  of  Commons  before  this  Bill 
which  we  have  now  under  consideration 
came  up  to  this  Chamber,  it  was  their 
intention  to  strike  out  those  clauses 
introduced  here,  inasmuch  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  them  is  embodied  in  this  Bill. 
If  the  measure  which  is  now  before  us 
should  be  rejected  in  the  Senate,  there 
would  be  no  bill  at  all. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE-r-There  were  some 
amendments  that  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Prescott  intended  to  move  to-day  ;  but 
he  is  absent  from  his  place. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— I  understood 
from  the  hon.  Senator  (Mr.  Brouse)  that 
he  would  press  the  amendments  when 
the  Bill  is  in  committee. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE — I  desire  to  make  a 
few  remarks  with  regard  to  what  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Belleville  (Mr.  Head) 
has  said  about  the  transaction  between 
the  Hamilton  Provident  6i  Loan  Society 
and  Wigmoi^  My  own  impressiom  is 
that  the  Society  has  had  a  fraud  perpe- 
trated upon  it.  I  have  very  little  doubt 
about  it ;  because,  in  the  first  place, 
upon  examining  the  deeds,  it  was  found 
that  a  person,  named  Johnson,  sold  the 

Sroperty  in  January,  1874,  for  $700.  In 
uly,  1877,  the  mortgagor  made  applica- 
tion for  a  loan  of  $1,015  on  that  pro- 
perty, representing  it  contained  157 
acres,  although  the  deed  only  mentioned 
100  acres,  and  describing  the  property 
as  being  worth  $2,500.  It  was 
not  untU  months  afterwards  that 
he  produced  the  deed  from  the 
party  from  whom  he  bought  the  proper- 
ty ;  and  that  deed  represented  that  the 
purchase  money  was  $2,500,  of  which 
amount  he  professed  to  have  paid  $1,500 
in  cash,  and  was«  borrowing  the  $1,000, 
he  said,  to  complete  the  purchase  money. 
Under  the  terms  of  the  mortgage,  the 
first  payment  was  to  have  been 
made  on  the  1st  January,  1879. 
When  that  time  came  around  he  paid 
nothing,  and  then  the  Society  began 
to  discover  that  a  fraud  had  been  prac- 
tised upon  them.  They  proceeded  to 
sell  the  property  in  April,  1879,  but,  for 
Hon.  Mr.  Hope. 


the  want  of  bidders,  it  was  not  sold. 
The  next  step  that  the  Society  proceeded 
to  take  was  to  effect  a  sale  through  the 
exertions  of  en  agent  who  was  sent 
dow^n  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  pur- 
chaser for  the  property.  The  expenses 
up  to  the  date  that  the  property  was 
offered  for  sale,  amounted  to  $68.44,  of 
which  $46  was  for  solicitor's  fees.  That 
was  all  that  the  property  was  legally 
chargeable  with  on  the  19th  of  April, 
when  it  was  offered  for  sale,  and  if  it  had 
been  bought  on  that  date  by  the  mort- 
gagor or  by  any  of  his  friends,  that  was 
all  that  could  have  been  collected  ;  but 
it  was  not  sold,  and  the  consequence  was 
an  agent  was  engaged  to  dispose  of  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ  — What  was  the 
u{)set  piice  % 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— $1,300. 

Hon.  Mr.  BEAD — ^The  advertisement 
says  $1,400. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  — No;  the  upset 
price  was  $1,300.  The  agent  employed 
was,  perhaps,  as  competent  a  man  for  the 
disposal  of  real  estate  as  there  is  in 
Ontario,  but  it  was  more  than  he  could 
accomplish  in  a  day,  being  actually  abouc 
thirteen  days  engaged  with  the  matter, 
at  $3  a  day,  besides  expenses,  which  the 
Society  had  to  pay,  and  he  received,  in 
addition,  one  per  cent,  for  selling.  So 
these  charges  must  be  added  to  the  cost 
of  realizing  the  property,  besides  $8.65 
for  drawing  mortgage  and  other  charges 
on  the  sale,  to  the  purchaser,  from  the 
Society,  making,  altogether,  $141.65, 
and  these  charges  bring  up  the  amount 
to  $210,09,  the  sum  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Quints  (Mr.  Read), 
as  contained  in  the  statement  that 
he  read  to  the  House.  His  figures 
are  quite  correct,  but  he  makes  a 
wrong  use  of  them.  He  does  not 
seem  to  understand  them,  and  he  con- 
fuses himself,  and  imagines  that  this 
man  has  been  paying  24  per  cent.,  when 
he  has  been  paying  nothing  of  the  kind. 
I  do  not  complain  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's intention  ;  he  may  not  intend  to 
do  wrong,  but  the  effect  of  his  statement 
is  to  mislead  the  public,  and  to  make  the 
Senate  believe  that  this  mortgagor  was 
charged  more  than  was  deafly  the  case. 
The  fact  is,  as  I  have  said,  a  fraud  was 
committed  upon  the  Society,  and,  instead 
of  the  mortgagor  suffering,  the  widows 
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-and  orphans,  whose  money  has  been  lost 
in  the  transaction,  are  the  real  sufferers. 
The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Read)  talk<i 
about  the  mortgagor  being  turned  out  of 
house  and  home.  On  the  3rd  of  July, 
when  the  purchaser  of  the  property  went 
to  take  his  crop  off  the  place,  he  was 
threatened  by  Wigmore,  and  he  came  to 
the  Society  for  protection.  He  said  that 
he  had  bought  the  property  with  the 
crops  upon  it.  He  wanted  legal  author- 
ity to  take  them,  and  he  got  it  The 
crops  were  sold,  and  were  purchased  in 
by  some  friends  of  the  party  at  a  nom- 
inal price.  The  gentleman  who  fur- 
nished my  hon.  friend  with  his  informa- 
tion, and  who  held  a  second  moHgage 
on  the  property,  had  a  right  to  buy  it  in, 
but  all  that  he  would  bid  was  $1,000. 
The  loan  was  originally  made  at  a  rate 
to  yield  9J  per  cent.  From  the  compe- 
tition of  loan  societies  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  capital,  money  is 
cheaper  now.  Such  is  the  effect  of  free 
trade  in  money.  The  property  was  sold 
for  $1,400,  which  would  leave  a  surplus 
of  $155  ;  but  the  mortgage,  in  the  second 
sale,  was  at  8  per  cent.,  a  reduction  of 
1 J  per  cent.  Deducting  the  loss  of  in- 
terest from  the  surplus,  you  have  only 
$50.97,  or  about  2|  per  cent  i>er  annum 
left  to  represent  the  net  gain  to  the  Com- 
pany. And  for  this  transaction  the  hon. 
Senator  charges  them  with  being  guilty 
of  "  fraud"  and  "  extortion."  These  are 
the  charges  the  hon.  gentleman  makes 
against  a  Society  that  can  challenge  any 
one  to  put  his  finger  upon  any  of  its 
numerous  transactions,  involving  millions 
of  dollars,  that  will  not  bear  the  closest 
scrutiny  for  fair-dealing  and  forbearance. 
Before  making  such  charges,  the  hon. 
gentleman  should  inform  himself  as  to 
the  facts  of  the  case.  I  cannot  account 
for  t'le  hon.  gentleman*s  course  in  this 
instance,  except  on  the  supposition  that 
he  attributes  to  others  motives  which 
may  actuate  himself. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  did  not  antici- 
pate,  when  I  moved  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  that  it  would  have  been  the 
subject  of  such  a  long  debate.  I  trust 
that  the  measure  will  find  the  same  favor 
that  is  extended  to  all  other  Bills  which 
come  up  to  this  House — that  it  will  be 
read  the  second  time,  and  referi-ed  to 
committee,  where  its  details  can  be  dis- 
<cussed,  and  amendments  can  be  made,  if 
Man.  Alr^  Hope. 


necessary.  The  hon.  Senator  from  Pres- 
cott  (Dr.  Brouse),  who,  I  regret  to  see, 
is  not  now  in  his  place,  has  expressed  his 
intention  to  move  certain  amendments.  • 
There  are  some  new  changes  in  the  Bill, 
which,  I  think,  are  in  the  right  direction, 
and  I  believe  that  it  is,  in  view  of  all 
the  cirsumstances,  a  bettei;  measure  than 
any  that  has  yet  been  before  tlie  Senate. 

Hon.  Mr.  McCLELAN— So  far  as 
the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  is  con- 
cerned, I  think  this  Bill  will  have  a 
most  injurious  effect.  It  has  been  very 
properly  remarked  by  some  hon.  gentle- 
man that,  while  the  original  intention 
may  have  been  to  relieve  the  difficulties 
under  which  borrowers  labor,  it  will 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  their  bur- 
dens. In  New  Brunswick,  money  is  gen- 
erally loaned  on  what  is  called  the 
straight  loan  system  ;  that  is,  stipulating 
exactly  the  rate  of  interest  that  will  be 
taken,  and  the  rate  is  generally  low.  If 
this  JBill  should  pass  the  House  in  its 
present  shape,  applying,  not  only  to  loan 
societies,  but  to  private  transactions 
between  individuals,  ii  Vill  encourage 
practices  that  I  notice  have  been  very 
much  complained  of,  and,  possibly,  with 
very  good  reason,  in  this  Chamber  to-day, 
— practices  which  do  not  prevail  in  New 
Brunswick.  In  addition  to  that,  the 
Bill  prescribes  a  new  formula  in  drawing 
mortgages.  Altogether  it  would  lend  to 
throw  the  business  of  lending  money  into 
confusion.  It  would  inj  ure  the  borrower, 
and  facilitate  very  much  the  objects  of 
gain,  which  often  actuate  those  who 
have  money  to  loan,  and  are  in  the  habit 
of  lending  it.  I  think  the  Bill  passed 
here  the  other  day  applying  only  to 
building  and  loan  societies  is  very  much 
nearer  what  this  House  desires  tJian  the 
measure  which  is  now  before  us,  and,  if 
that  BUI  should  become  law  instead  of 
this,  it  will  meet  the  desires  of  the 
people  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn 
them.  I,  therefore,  move,  in  what  I  con- 
sider to  be  the  public  interest,  that  the 
said  Bill  be  not  now  read  the  second 
time,  but  that  it  be  read  the  second  time 
this  day  six  months. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  should  like  to 
ask  the  mover  of  the  Bill  a  question 
upon  this  point.  Beference  has  been 
made  to  the  Bill  which  has  already 
passed   this   House,  respecting  building 
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and  loaa  societies,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  have  some  explanation  as  to  the  posi- 
tion of  that  Bill  in  the  other  House,  and 
what  its  fate  is  likely  to  be.  That 
measure  was  passed  after  a  great  deal  of 
deliberation,  and  it  was  amended  in  a 
most  material  sense  in  consequence  of 
representations , made,  and  it  then  went 
down  to  another  plac«>.  Now,  what  has 
been  the  fate  of  that  Bill  1  Where  is  it  ? 
If  we  had  that  Act,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  about  this  13ill,  and  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that  if  we  had  the  assurance  that 
that  Bill  was  coming  back  to  us,  we 
would  be  relieved  of  the  embarrassment 
of  this  motion  ;  but  this  Bill  appears,  in 
some  mysteiious  way,  to  have  come  up 
here  as  a  substitute  for  the  other.  If 
that  is  the  case,  we  ought  to  know  where 
we  are.  Is  it  due  to  our  reputation,  or 
is  it  due  to  the  character  of  the  Senate 
that  a  bill  should  be  kept  hanging  on 
that  way,  and  we  should  be  called  upon 
to  pass  another  bill  that  is,  perhaps,  un- 
necessary, if  the  other  is  given  the  force 
of  law  ?  That  is  the  position  of  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  I  think  we  should  have  some 
statement  from  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  position  of  the  other  Bill 
which  has  passed  this  House,  and  to 
which  no  one  has  any  objection.  If  its 
operations  are  confined  to  building  and 
loan  societies,  although  the  language  of 
this  section  may  not  put  individuals  in 
any  worse  position  in  regard  to  ordinary 
loans,  still  it  is  desirable  to  have  that 
Bill  and  to  know  exactly  what  our  posi- 
tion is.  I  am  quite  sure  my  hon.  friend 
would  not  pi*e8s  his  motion  if  he  got  a 
satisfactory  assurance  that  that  Bill  is 
coming  back  to  ns,  or  that  this  Bill  is  to 
be  held  in  hand  until  we  know  the  fate 
of  the  other  Bill  in  another  place. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  hope 
the  majority  of  this  House  will  allow 
this  Bill  to  be  read  the  second  time,  and 
to  go  to  committee,  not  that  I  believe, 
from  the  large  experience  I  have  had 
myself  of  the  working  of  the  loan  socie- 
ties generally — that  is,  of  the  respectable 
societies — tbat  the  Bill  will  accomplish 
much  in  the  direction  desired  by  its  pro- 
moters. I  am  not  one  of  tho5)e  who  be- 
lieve that  in  the  dealings  of  building 
and  loan  societies,  or  of  banks  or  private 
individuals,  that  there  is  so  much  fraud  or 
extortion  in  the  matter  of  money  lend- 
ing, as  has  been  asserted.  Money  has 
Hon.  Mr,  Dickey, 


become  so  plentiful  in  the  country,  and' 
loan  societies  have  multiplied  to  such  an 
extent,  that  there  is  too  keen  a  competi- 
tion amongst  those  societies  for  any  very 
extensive  extortion  to  be  practised  at  the 
present  day.  At  the  same  time,  if  a  bill 
like  this  has  a  semblance  of  protection 
for  the  borrower  against  the  smaller  and 
less  scrupulous  societies,  it  is  desirable  that 
it  should  go  to  the  committee,  and  evils 
in  a  certain  quarter  may  be  checked  if  it 
is  passed  in  a  practical  shape. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— My  hon.  friend 
from  Amherst  (Mr.  Dickey)  has  made 
an  inquiry  of  the  mover  of  the  Bill  in 
reference  to  the  measure  that  passed  this 
Chamber  a  few  days  ago,  respecting 
building  and  loan  societies.  If  he  had 
heard  my  reply  to  the  hon.  member  from 
Hamilton  (Mr.  Hope),  he  would  have 
ascertained  the  fate  of  that  Bill.  It 
went  down  in  due  form  to  the  Commons, 
and  it  is  being  proceeded  with  in  the 
ordinary  way  there.  I  find  it  on  the 
order  paper  of  yesterday,  standing,  with 
a  number  of  other  bills,  for  second 
reading.  The  position  of  the  Bill  was 
simply  this ;  That  House,  having  passed 
the  measure  now  before  us,  which  is 
more  generally  applicable  in  its  terms 
than  the  Bill  originating  in  this  House, 
the  inclination,  therefore,  was  to  strike 
out  the  amendments  made  here  to  my 
Bill  and  pass  it  in  its  original  form,  and 
allow  those  amendments  to  form  the 
principle  of  this  Bill.  That  is  all  I 
can  state  about  it.  What  action  the 
House  may  take  on  the  question  I  do 
not  know,  but  that  is  the  course  they  are 
likely  to  take,  so  that,  if  the  motion  of 
my  hon.  friend  should  prevail,  it  is  pos- 
sible we  may  have  no  restrictive  bill  at 
all  in  reference  to  those  companies.  I 
think  the  better  course  is  to  allf  w  the* 
Bill  to  be  read  the  second  time,  and  be 
referred  to  committee. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN-* I  think  it  ought 
to  be  borne  in  mind  tbat  the  Bill  which 
was  inttoduced  in  this  House  by  the  hon. 
the  Secretary  of  State,  was  brought'  in, 
as  he  said,  just  now,  for  a  special  purpose, 
viz.,  for  the  relief  of  building  societies 
and  loan  companies  from  the  conse- 
quences of  certain  informalities  in  the 
returns  made  by  them,  and  which  were 
furnished  by  them  to  the  Crovernment ;. 
but  it  was  felt  tdiat  the  resolutions  which 
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were  proposed  as  amendments  bj  the 
hon.  member  from  Prescott  (Dr.  Broiise), 
not  now  in  his  place,  were  not  germane 
to  the  Bill.  The  measure  was  for  one 
special  purpose,  and  his  resolutions  were 
addressed  to  entirely  different  objects 
altogether,  but  I  think  there  was  a  very 
strong  feeling  amonf^st  a  large  number  of 
gentlemen  in  this  House,  that  they  were 
anxious  and  willing  to  do  anything  which 
would  meet  the  just  wishes  uf  the  House 
and  of  the  community  in  reference  to 
any  alleged  hardships  or  abuses  which 
were  said  to  exist  in  the  workings  and 
operations  of  these  societies,  and  it  was 
with  that  view  that  the  amendments 
which  were  proposed  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man from  Pi^escott,  were,  with  some  few 
alterations,  concurred  in  by  a  large  ma- 
jority in  this  House.  But  it  was  felt,  at 
the  same  time,  that  it  would  be  very  dif- 
ficult to  make  that  Bill  really  consistent 
and  such  a  measure  as  it  ought  to  be,  by 
mixing  up  two  different  subjects.  There- 
fore, I  think,  while  the  feeling  of  all  of 
us  was  that,  if  the  Bill  of  Dr.  Orton, 
which  was  then  before  the  Commons, 
came  up  here,  and  should  accomplish  the 
objects  which  seemed  to  be  desired,  par- 
ticularly by  the  hon.  member  from  Pres- 
cott, it  would  be,  perhaps,  desirable  to 
reduce  the  other  Bill  to  its  original  form 
and  adopt  this  one  instead.  I  should  be 
very  sorry  if  the  motion  which  has  been 
made  for  the  six  months'  hoist  should 
be  carried,  and  I  really  hope  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Hopewell  will 
be  persuaded  to  withdraw  it,  and  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  fairly  considered,  and  give 
also  to  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Prescott 
an  opportunity  to  be  present  at  its  dis- 
cussion. If  the  Bill  is  to  be  considered 
to  morrow,  I,  for  one,  do  not  see  the  jus- 
tice of  the  request  which  has  been  made 
by  several  hon.  gentlemen  that  private 
lenders  should  be  exempted  from  the 
operations  of  this  Bill.  If  cases  of  indi- 
vidual hardship  have  occurred  in  connec- 
tion with  the  operations  of  building  or 
loan  companies  in  their  transactions  with 
their  borrowers,  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  at  all  difficult  to  get  up  quite  as  many 
cases  of  hardship  between  piivate  lenders 
and  parties  borrowing  from  them.  I 
know  as  a  fact  that  money  has  been 
loaned  in  Toronto  at  2^  per  cent,  per 
month  by  private  lenders,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  if  hon.  gentlemen  like  my 
Hon.  Mr.  Allan. 


hon.  friend  from  Quints  were  equally 
zealous  in  hunting  up  cases  of  that  kind, 
a  great  many  of  them  could  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House.  Therefore,  if  it  is  proper 
to  place  any  restiictions  or  safeguards  on 
the  loaning  of  money  by  corporations,  in 
order  to  protect  borrowers  from  any  risk 
of  harsh  or  oppressive  dealing,  it 
is  quite  as  necessary  and  only  just  and 
fair  that  the  same  rules  and  restrictions 
should  be  made  to  apply  to  private  lend- 
ers of  money  equally  with  corporate 
Ixxlies. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— I  tliink  we  need 
not  take  much  more  notice  of  the  Bill 
that  has  gone  to  the  other  House,  as  I 
see  it  has  taken  a  fortnight  to  get  to 
its  second  reading  there,  and  the  session 
in  drawing  to  a  close,  so  that  it  is  not 
likely  to  reach  its  final  stage. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— All 
the  business  of  that  House  will  be  dis- 
posed of  before  a  fortnight. 

Hon.  Mr.  RE  AD— Althoi;^h  the  Bill 
was  sent  down  on  the  15th  of  ti^is  month, 
it  has  only  been  set  down  for  second  reading 
on  the  28  th.  But  it  is  whispered  around 
this  House  and  in  another  place,  that 
certain  gentlemen  came  down  from 
Toronto,  and  Toronto  gentlemen  control, 
more  or  less,  the  legislation  of  this 
House. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  desire  to 
make  one  or  two  observations,  in  order 
to  remove  an  impression  which  seems  to 
prevail  among  the  members  from  the 
Maintiroe  Provinces  that  this  legislation 
is  going  to  affect  straight  loans  on  mort- 
gages. It  has  no  reference  whatever  to 
such  loans  ;  it  has  reference  merely  to 
the  loans  described  in  the  1st  section, 
which  I  will  read  for  the  information  of 
the  House  : — 

"  1  .Whenever  any  principal  money  or  inter- 
est secured  by  mortgage  of  real  estate  is  by 
the  same  made  payable  on  the  sinking  fund 
plan,  or  on  any  plan  tinder  which  the  pay- 
ments of  principal  money  and  interest  are 
blended,  or  on  any  plan  which  involves  an 
allowance  of  interest  on  stipulated  repay- 
ments, no  interest  whatever  shall  be  charge- 
able, payable  or  recoverable,  on  any  part  of 
the  principal  money  advanced,  unless  the 
mortgage  contains  a  statement  shewing  the 
amount  of  such  principal  money  and  the  rate- 
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of  interest  chargeable  thereon,  calculated  half- 
yearly,  not  in  advance." 

1  wish  hon.  gentlemen  to  understand 
distinctly  that  this  Bill  will  not  affect 
the  loaning  of  money  upon  what  is  called 
*  straight  mortgages  in  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces or  elsewhere,  and  it  will  not  affect 
the  rate  of  interest  in  Nova  Scotia,  which 
is  controlled  by  a  special  Act  of  Parlia- 
liament,  with  which  this  Bill  does  not 
interfere.  Therefore,  T  should  be  sorry 
it,  under  the  supposition  that  it  had  a 
different  effect,  any  hon.  gentleman  from 
the  Maritime  Provinces  should  vote 
against  the  Bill.  This  House  has  ap- 
proved of  the  principle  of  the  measure 
by  adopting  the .  resolutions  amending 
Another  Bill,  lately  before  the  Senate, 
that  was  sent  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD— Asapplicable 
to  loan  societiea 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Yes  ;  but.  in  my 
'Opinion,  there  is  as  much,  if  not  greater 
reason'  why  this  principle  should  be  ap- 
plied to  individuald  loaning  money  on  the 
instalment  system  as  to  societies,  because 
they  are  much  more  likely  to  abuse  the 
power  which  they  possess  than  is  a 
corporated  body.  The  House  having  ap- 
proved of  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  and 
there  being  some  danger  of  the  other 
measure  not  getting  through  the  Lower 
House,  I  certainly  think  the  Senate 
•should  not  now  vote  for  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Hopewell  (Mr. 
McClelan),  and  throw  out  the  Bill  alto- 
gether. If,  in  the  j  udgment  of  the  House, 
it  is  desirable  to  reject  this  Bill  (I  do 
not  take  an)  special  interest  in  it  myself), 
it  can  be  done  on  the  third  reading, 
which  can  be  postponed  until  a  con- 
venient period,  in  order  to  meet  tlie 
exigencies  of  the  case,  as  may  result  from 
the  fate  of  the  Bill  now  before  the 
Commons. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX,  CAMPBELL— I 
do  not  think  that  there  is  the  slightest 
danger  of  the  Bill  now  before  the  other 
House.  It  is  in  charge  of  the  Minister 
•of  Justice,  and,  whatever  shape  the 
.  House  desires  that  measure  to  be  placed 
in,  it  will  be  disposed  of.  I  trust  that 
this  motion  of  the  hon.  member  from 
Hopewell  will  not  prevail,  because  this  is 
//on.  Mr,  MUler, 


a  Bill  which  has  been  introduced  in  the 
other  House,  and  has  been  framed  with 
the  assistance  of  members  all  actuated  by 
the  desire  of  protecting  the  borrower. 
It  was  introduced  adversely  to  the  com- 
panies and  in  the  interest  of  the  bor- 
rower. That  was  the  object  with  which 
it  was  framed  in  the  other  House,  and 
the  view  with  which  it  comes  here. 
There  are  other  institutions  and  com- 
panies which  lend  money,  as  well  as  loan 
societies  —  life  and  fire  assurance  and 
other  companies.  They,  as  well  as  private 
lenders,  ai*e  all  open  to  tlie  same  tempta- 
tions, and  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  ;  and  that  is  the  great  advantage 
which  this  measure  has  over  the  Bill 
that  was  introduced  here  and  sent  down 
to  the  Commons,  which  applied  only  to 
trust  and  loan  companies  and  building 
societies,  whereas  this  applies  to  all 
companies  and  to  private  persons.  If 
the  terms  are  not  just  and  fair,  let  tis 
amend  it  in  committee,  but  do  not  throw 
out  a  measure  which  is  leally  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  borrower. 

Hon.  Mr.  McCLELAN  suggested 
that  the  debate  should  be  adjourned  for 
a  few  days,  and  then,  if  the  other  Bill 
passed  through  the  Commons,  his  motion 
could  be  withdrawn. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost,  on  a 
division,  and  the  Bill  was  read  the  second 
time. 

At  six  o'clock,  the  Speaker  left  the 
chair. 


AFTER  BEOBSS. 


ONTABIO    BEFOEMATORY    FOR    BOYS 
BILL. 

THIRD  READING. 

The  House  wont  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (98)  "An  Act  re- 
specting the  Ontario  Reformatory  for 
Boys." 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU  i-eported  the 
Bill  from  Committee  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 
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TRWICE    EDWARD    ISLAND    REFORMA- 

TORrFOR  JUVENILE  OFFENDERS 

BILL. 

IN  COMUITTEE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (99)  •*  An  Act  re- 
specting the  Reformatory  for  Juvenile 
Offenders  in  Prince  Edward  Island." 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  called  attention 
to  the  wording  of  the  4th  clause, 
which  provided  for  the  arrest  and  pun- 
ishment of  offenders  escaping  from  the 
reformatory,  on  proof  of  their  identity 
before  the  Supreme  Court  or  stipendiary 
magistrate.  He  thought  it  would  be 
more  convenient  to  have  juvenile  offend- 
•ers  brought  before  a  County  Court 
judge,  but  he  supposed  the  reason  why  it 
waa  not  so  provided^was  that  County 
Court  jud^  in  Prince  Edward  Island 
did  not  have  criminal  jurisdiction. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  said  the 
clause  was  conveniently  worded,  as 
there  was  no  stipendiary  magis- 
trate in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
except  at  Charlottetown,  where  the 
reformatory  would  be  situated,  and, 
iis  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Richmond 
Ihad  correctly  stated.  County  Court 
judges  in  that  Island  did  not  have  ciim- 
inal  jurisdiction. 

Horn  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  the  Bill  had  been  framed  by  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  after  communication 
with  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Island. 
He  would  allow  the  thiixi  reading  of  the 
Bill  to  stand  until  he  would  make  in- 
quiries on  the  matters  referred  to  by  the 
]^on.  gentleman. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  reported  the 
Bill  from  the  Committee  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  read  the  third 
^ime  on  Monday  nexL 


MARRIAGE    WITH    DECEASED    WIFE'S 
SISTER    BILL. 

DEFEATED   ON   SECOND   READING. 

The  Order  of  the  Day   having  been 

read  for  resuming  the  adjourned  debate 

on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ferrier's  motion,  for  the 

.second  reading  of  Bill  (30)  ''  An  Act  to 

Son,  Mr,  Bureau. 


legalize  marriage  with  the  sister  of  a  de- 
ceased wife/' 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT  said  The  hon. 
member  from  Amherst,  yesterday,  moved 
a  resolution  to  post]ione  -this  measure 
over  the  present  session.  I  can  see  no 
good  reason  in  the  argument  that  he 
offered  on  that  occasion  why  this  Bill 
should  not  be  proceeded  with  the  present 
sesaiion.  The  hon.  gentleman,  if  I  under- 
stood him  rightly,  gave  us  to  understand 
that,  when  a  man  married  a  woman,  they 
became  one  iieeh,  and  that  the  wife's 
sister  also  became  part  of  that  flesh.  I 
must  dissent  from  any  belief  of  that  ' 
kind.  I  do  not  believe  in  a  man's  wife's 
sister  being  incorporated  into  a  wife  and 
husband  when  the  marriage  tie  is  made, 
and  I  trust  the  hon.  gentleman  will  par- 
don me  for  mentioning  the  matter,  if  I 
am  right 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  —  The  hon. 
gentleman  must  have  misunderstood  me. 
I  did  not  say  the  husband  and  his  wife's 
sister  were  one  flesh.  I  said  of  the  hus- 
band and  wife  that  they  twain  should 
be  one  flesh. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  think  that  there 
were  other  hon.  gentlemen  in  this  House 
who  understood,  as  I  did,  the  hon.  Sena- 
tor from  Amherst  to  say  that  the  wife's 
sister  stood  in  the  same  relation  to  the 
bnsband,  and,  so  far  as  the  reaisoning  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  gees,  from  his  stand- 
])oint,  it  ia  all  right  He  wants  this 
Bill  postponed  beorase  a  large  number 
of  petitions  have  been  laid  before  the 
House  in  opposition  to  the  measure.  I 
have  paid  considei-able  attention  to  those 
pietitions  as  they  were  brought  before 
the  Senate,  and  I  did  not  hear  of  one 
of  them  asking  for  the  postponement  of 
the  Bill,  but  rather  that  it  should  not 
become  law.  There  ia  but  one  presented 
to-day  asking  for  its  postponement.  The 
question  now  is,  whether  any  beneflt 
or  advantage  is  going  to  be  derived  from 
postponing  this  Bill  until  another  session. 
If  a  certain  amount  of  agitation  has  been 
raised  already,  what  will  that  agitation 
be  between '  now  and  next  session,  and 
is  it  actually  necessary  that  this  agitation 
should  be  set  on  foot  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  in  order 
to  induce    hon.  gentlemen  to  pass  this 
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measure  1  The  hon.  gentleman  fi-om 
Amherst  suggested  that  we  should  now 
adopt  the  same  course  as  was  taken  by 
this  House  in  reference  tp  the  Insolvency 
Law  Repeal  Bill,  but  I  do  not, think 
thaii  IS  an  i^nalogous  case  at  all,  as  it 
stood  in  an  entirely  different  position. 
The  Insolvency  Kepeal  Bill  was  for  the 
purpose,  of  abolishing  an  Act  that  we 
considered  to  be  injurious  to  the  country. 
'J  his  Bill  is  not  for  the  purpose  of -dis- 
solving the  marriage  tie,  but  to  allow  a 
man  to  marry  his  deceased  wife's  sister, 
or  a  woman  to  marry  the  brother  of  her 
deceased  husband,  provided  that  they 
-  should  agree  to  do  so,  and  I 
do  not  see  that  we  should  do  any- 
thing to  prevent  it.  We  live  in  a  free 
country,  and  we  should  be  allowed 
to  think,  act  and  speak  for  ourselves  as 
long  as  we  keep  within  the  limit  of  the 
law.  I  am  considerably  advanced  in 
years,  and  I  have,  during  my  lifetime, 
known  several  cases  in  which  a  man  has 
married  his  deceased  wife's  sister,  and  in 
every  instance,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  I  have  never  known  a  disagree- 
ment as  the  result  of  such  marriages. 
The  sister-in-law  is  far  preferable,  in  my 
opinion,  to  bring  up  the  children  of  her 
deceased  sister  than  any  woman  outside 
of  the  family.  I  have  noticed  also  that, 
when  widowers  have  married  the  second 
time,  not  with  the  sister-in-law,  the  first 
children  have  been  abused  and  driven 
from  home,  and  everything  has  been 
done  to  prevent  them  from  enjoying  any 
of  the  benefits  which  would  accrue  from 
the  property  of  their  father.  I  have 
known  some  very  hard  cases  indeed  of 
this  kind,  bul  none  on  the  other  side  of 
the  question.  Under  all  circumstances, 
a  man  should  have  the  privilege  of 
marrying  whom  he  pleases,  so  long 
as  he  does  not  marry  an  actual 
relative.  I  believe  that  there  is  no 
affinity  between  the  deceased  wife  and 
her  sister.  When  the  wife  dies  she  is 
gone,  and  that  tie  is,  therefore,  severed 
just  as  much  as  is  the  tie  between  the 
husband  and  wife  severed  when  the 
wife  dies,  and  vice  versa  with  the  hus- 
band. This  being  the  case,  I  cannot  see 
why  we  should  object  to  this  measure. 
The  great  majority  of  the  petitions  that 
have  been  sent  in  against  the  measure 
have  come  from  the  Episcopal  Church. 
We  have  been  told  by  the  hon.  geutle- 
S(m,  Mr.  Flint. 


man  from  Montreal  that  the  position  of 
Roman  Catholics  in  Quebec  is  this  :  That, 
while  the  church  can  grant  a  dispensar- 
tion  to  allow  a  man  to  man*y  the  sister 
of  his  deceased  wife,  the  children  of  that- 
issue  cannot  inherit  the  property  under 
the  civil  law.  Are  they  to  be  allowed 
to  remain  in  that  state  ?  I  think  not.  If 
the  church  has  the  power  to  give  the 
dispensation,  they  ought  at  least  to  con- 
sent to  a  law  which  will  make  the  chil- 
dren by  the  marriage  with  the  deceased 
wife's  sister  heira  to  their  father's  pro- 
perty equally  with  the  children  of  the 
first  wife.  If  they  wish  to  bow  to  the 
will  of  their  church  in  this  respect  it  i& 
all  very  wqU,  but  they  should  not  insist 
that  we  Protestants  should  also  bow  ta 
the  will  of  the  Church  of  Home.  The 
Church  of  England  has  no  power  to  grant 
dispensations  such  as  the  Church  of  Rome- 
has,  and  if  the  ministers  of  that  church 
desire  to  have  an  Act  passed  gi^'ing^ 
them  that  power,  they  should  say  so,  and 
then  we  can  understand  them,  but  they 
come  forward,  instead,  and  tell  us  they 
do  not  want  this  Bill  passed,  because  it 
is  contrary  to  Scripture.  Where  do  they 
get  the  Scripture  it  is  contrary  to  1  It 
is  contrary  to  their  own  rule,  but  not 
to  Scripture.  The  hon.  gentleman  from 
Amherst  quoted  Scripture  last  evening 
to  shew  that  he  was  right,  and  I  want 
him  to  understand  that  there 
is  nothing  like  appealing  to  the 
law  and  to  the  testimony.  The 
eighteenth  chapter  of  Leviticus  and 
eighteenth  verse  is  the  authority  whick 
is  quoted  as  forbidding  marriage  with  a 
deceased  wife's  sister.     It  reads  : — 

«  Neither  shall  he  take  a  wife  to  her  sister 
to  vex  her  and  uncover  her  nakedness  beside 
the  other  in  her  lifetime."  • 

Now,  what  is  meant  by  these  words  :  "  in 
her  lifetime  T  It  simply  means  that  he 
should  not  marry  his  wife's  sister  during 
his  wife's  lifetime,  as  they  might  quarrel, 
but  he  could  take  the  sister  of  any  other 
woman,  as  a  matter  of  course.  He  could 
have  two  wives  under  that  dispensation. 
I  have  never  known  bub  one  case  where 
a  man  had  two  wives  at  the  same  time, 
and  they  did  not  quarrel.  It  is  such  a 
peculiar  case  thdt  I  will  mention  the 
circumstances.  A  farmer  living  back  of 
Brockville,  was  said  to  have  two  wives. 
They  had  two  houses,  and  he  lived  with 
one  wife  one  week  and  with  the  other  the 
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next  week ;  turn   about.     H«  had  two 
families   by  those   wives,  and  supported 
them  comfortably,  and  settled  them  all 
on*good  farms.     These  two  wives  did  not 
^quarrel,  but,  as  a  general  rule,  there  would 
be  a  quarrel  between  the  first  wife  and 
the   second;  if  they  were  sisters    they 
would  quarrel  worse,  and  there  would  be 
:a  great    amount  ef  trouble  in  such  a 
household.     If  any  hon.   gentleman  can 
interpret   that  passage   of   Scripture  to 
mean  anything  else  than  what  it  says,  I 
-should  like  to  hear  him  do  so.      I  am  no 
theologian;     I      have     never     studied 
divinity,   but  T  have  studied  the  Bible 
some,      and      I     take     it     for     what 
it     says,     and  T    believe    it   says   just 
what  it  means.      Tlie   hon«    gentleman 
quoted   several   passages  to  prove  that 
mariiage  with   the  sisier  of  a  deceased 
wife  is  prohibited,  but* I  do  not  think 
that  any  of  them  apply.     On   the  other 
hand,  if  you  refer  to  Matthew,  you  will 
find  that,  when  the  Sadducees  came  to  our 
Saviour  and  asked  him  about  the  woman 
who  had  seven  husbands,  which  of  them 
would  be  her  husband  in  Heaven,  he  did 
not  upbraid  the  woman,  nor  say  that  it 
was  wrong  for  her  to  have  had  seven 
husbands,  nor  did  the  Sadducees  ask  him 
tx)  do  so ;  but  they  asked  him  whose  wife 
she    would     be     in    the    resurrection. 
Christ's  reply  was  that  she  would  be  the 
wife  of  none  of  them^  but  would  be  as 
the  angels  in  heaven.     It  is  said  also 
that  t£ere  is  no  law  by  which  a  man 
can  marry  hia  deceased   brother's  wife. 
Well,  if  you  just  go  back  to  Deuter- 
onomy, you  will  find,  in  the  25tli  chapter 
and  5th  verse,  that  there  is  not  only  au~ 
thority  but  a  command   to  a  man  to 
marry  the  wife  of  his  deceased  brother. 
It  may  be  said  that  that  is  because  he 
has  to  raise  up  children  to  his  brother. 
It  may  not  have  been  the  man's  fault 
.  that  she  had  no  children.     Hon.  gentle- 
men may  laugh,   but   I    am    speaking 
seriously  on  this  subject,  though,  if  they 
•  continue  it,  I  may  be  tempted  to  put  in 
a  joke  occasionally.     If  the  man  refused 
to  marry  his  brother's  widow,  she  could 
unloose  the  shoe  from  her  foot  and  spit 
in  his  face.     He  was  bound  to  many  her 
or  to  submit  to  this  degi*adation.     I  can- 
not see  anything  in  this  passage  which 
prohibits  a  man  from  marrying  his  de- 
ceased wife's   sister,   or  a  woman   from 
.mariying  her  deceased  husband'd  brother, 
Han,  Mr.  Flint. 


and  why  should  it  be  so?  I  am 
strongly  in  favor  of  this  Bill,  and  I 
hope  that  hon.  gentlemen  will  consider 
well  befoi-e  they  throw  it  out  for 'this 
session.  The  people  are  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  and,  if  they  were  asked  to  peti- 
tion Parliament  for  it,  the  House  would 
be  flooded  with  petitions.  But  no  one 
thought  it  was  necessary,  as  they  ex- 
pected it  was  only  reasonable  and  light 
that  a  bill  should  be  framed  so  as  not 
only  to  allow  those  marriages  to  take 
place,  but  to  legalize  all  that  had  taken 
place  before,  and  to  place  the  children  of 
such  mirriages  in  the  same  position  as 
the  children  of  the  first  wife.  I  trust 
that  I  have  said  nothing  offensive  to 
anyone's  feelings  in  my  remarks,  as  I 
have  only  spoken  strictly  in  accordance 
with,  the  dictates  of  my  own  conscience. 

Hon.  Mr.  ODELL— I  think  this  is 
too  grave  a  subject  to  be  treated  witli 
levity.  It  is  a  question  of  .very  great  im- 
portance— more  so,  perhaps,  than  any 
other  that  has  come  before  this  House  this 
.session,  or  in  anj'  previous  session  of 
Parliament,  affecting,  as  it  does,  the 
social  relations  of  the  community  from 
one  end  of  the  Dominion  to  the  other. 
I  desire,  therefore,  to  record  my  reasons 
for  the  vote  which  I  shall  give  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution  which  has  been 
submitted,  and,  before  1  proceed  to  state 
what  those  reasons  are,  I  will  first  refer 
to  the  petitions  which  have  been  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  member  who  lasl  ad- 
dressed us.  He  stated  that  none  of  those 
petition^  ask  that  this  measure  be  de- 
ferred, but  that  the  Bill  be  rejected. 
Now,  I  will  read  from  the  conclusion  of 
those  petitions,  one  of  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  what  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners is  : 

"Finally,  your  petitioners  submit  that, 
before  any  alteration  is  made  in  the  marriage 
laws,  ample  opportunity  should  be  afforded  for 
the  fall  consideration  of  a  subject  in  which  all 
persons  are.  more  or  less  interested,  and  for 
the  presentation  of  their  objections  by  those 
who  are  opposed  to  any  change ;  that  no  such 
opportunity  has  been  afforded  with  respect  to 
the  Bill  now  before  your  hon.  House,  and 
that  for  this,  as  well  as*  the  other  reasons 
herein  set  forth,  it  should  be  r^*ected. 

« And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c." 

With  regard  to  the  Bill,  -as  I  have  already 
said,  I  consider  it  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance, demanding  the  Careful  and 
calm  consideration  of  your  honors,  which 
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it  is  the  peculiar  duty  of  tliis  House  to 
give  to  all  measures,  but  es[>ecially  io 
one  upon  which  opinions  appear*  to  be 
so  divided.  I  do  not  intend  to  bring  into 
the  discussion  any  argument^  in  regard 
to  the  scriptural  objections  that  hslve 
often  been  raised  against  the  measure, 
opinions  upon  which  are  so  divided,  even 
amongst  those  supposed  to  be  best  quali- 
fied to  form  a  correct  judgment.  At  the 
same  time,  I  think  great  consideration 
ought  to  be  accorded  to  the  feelings  of 
those  entertaining  such  scruples,  sanc- 
tioned and  enjoined  as  the  interpretation 
they  contend  for  has  been  by  church  and 
state  for  so  many  centuries.  The  Bill, 
as  it  has  reached  us,  is,  in  some  respects 
less  objectionable  than  as  first  introduced 
in  another  place,  as  an  amendment  has 
been  made  reserving  the  rights  of  the 
issue  of  the  previous  marriage.  8till, 
whatever  arguments  may  be  adduced  in 
faror  of  a  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's 
sister,  that  with  the  brother's  wiiow  is 
far  more  objectionable.  This,  your 
honors,  is  the  first  time  this  measure  has 
ever  been  before  the  Dominion  Parlis^ 
ment  introduced  without  any  previous 
public  notice,  and  no  fair  opportunity 
afforded  for  obtaining  an  expression  of 
public  opinion  upon  the  question.  How, 
I  would  ask,  has  it  come  before  Parlia- 
ment? I  see,  by  reference  to  the  speeches 
reported  in  Uansard,  that  it  was  frankly 
admitted  to  have  been  instigated  by,  and 
introduced  on  behalf  of  a  lady,  who,  as  has 
been  said,  *'  Loving  not  wisely,  but  tioo 
well,"  knowingly  and  wilfully  placed 
herself  in  the  position  she  now  occupies, 
and  desired  that  her  act  should  be  now 
l^alized  in  disregard  and  in  violation  of 
the  feelings  of  the  law-abiding  portion  of 
the  community.  Not  only  so,  but, 
having  issue  herself,  she  witthed  to  divert 
from  her  sister's  children  to  her 
own,  the  inheritance  lawfully  belong- 
ing to  them.  {Hansard^  page  291.)  Is 
this,  I  ask,  a  fitting  prelude  for  the 
introduction  of  such  a  bill  %  Does  it  not 
present  the  strongest  argument  against 
the  measure  %  And  how  completely  does 
it  destroy  the  argument  that,  while  con- 
verting ^e  aunt  into  the  step-mother, 
you  retain  the  affections  and  kindly  feel- 
ings of  the  aunt  towards  her  sister's  off- 
spring, and  provide  the  fittest  person  to 
have  their  care  and  to  act  the  part  of 
guardian  and  protect  their  rights.  If  you 
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could  provide  that  no  issue  should  ensue^ 
or  if  there  were  no  previous  children^ 
there  might  be  some  force  in  such  an 
argument,  but  if  issue  follows,  then  ihe- 
annt  becomes  merged  in  the  step- 
mother, and  her  affections  naturally  be- 
come alienated  from  her  sister's  children 
to  her  own.  But,  aside  from  this  par- 
ticular case,  what  is  the  object  sought  to 
be  attained  by  this  Bill  ?  Clearly  the 
relief  of  the  comparatively  few  who  can 
ever  be  in  a  position  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  privilege  of  contracting  such  mar- 
riages, and  of  those  who  have  already 
openly  violated  the  law  and  disregarded 
what  many  hold  to  be  a  Divine  injunc- 
tion, and  in  opposition  to  what  I  believe- 
to  be  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  a  large- 
majority  of  the  law-abiding  portion  of 
the  community.  I  am  glad  to  find  that,' 
by  the  Bill,  as  it' has  reached  us,  the  ex- 
is  dng  rights  of  the  children  of  the  first 
wife  have  been  preserved,  and  the  con- 
templated spoliation,  openly  avowed  at 
its  introduction  in  another  place,  been 
fiiistrated,  even  should  the  Bill  pass. 
What,  let  me  ask,  is  the  course  pursued 
in  r^^rd  to  bills  of  a  local  nature  or 
affecting  a  few  individuals,  or  a  small 
portion  of  the  community  1  Have  w» 
not  established  most  stringent  rules,  re- 
quiring not  only  public  notice  for  two 
months  in  the  Gazette  of  the  nature  and 
provisions  of  any  such  bill  proposed  ta 
be  introduced,  but  a  similar  notice  in 
both  languages,  French  and  English,  in 
one  or  more  newspapers  in  the  locality 
interested  f  Do  we  not,  by  the  5l8t 
rule,  require  certain  prescribed  formal- 
ities, as  regards  petitions  for  the  passing 
of  such  bills,  to  be  complied  with  before 
even  the  petition  will  be  entertained  ? 
And  have  we  not  appointed  a  laige  and 
influential  committee,  whose  duty  it  i» 
to  ascertain  that  all  these  preliminaries 
are  duly  attended  to  ?  And  all  this 
machinery  has  to  be  put  in  motion  and 
worked  for  a  trivial  alteration  in  some 
act  of  incorporation — the  alteration  of 
a  road  or  the  building  of  a  bridge,  or 
some  such  purpose.  But  in  this  case  we 
are  asked  to  pass  a  bill  affecting  all  the 
social  relations  of  life  of  every  individual 
from  ocean  to  ocean — Cape  Breton,  in  th& 
east,  to  Vancouver,  in  the  west — without 
any  previous  notice  whatever  that  such 
a  measure  was  contemplated.  Why^ 
hon.  gentlemen,  if  a  publication  of  two 
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months  is  required  in  all  such  private 
and  local  matters,  twelve  months  would 
barely  suffice  for  pt*oper  notice  in  a  mat- 
ter in  which  the  whole  population, 
spread  over  this  vast  extent  of  country, 
is  deeply  interested.  And  I  hold  that 
this  51st  rule  is  applicable  to  this  case, 
as  it  refers  specially  to  bills  granting  any 
peculiar  rights  or  privileges,  or  affecting 
rights  of  property,  or  relating  to  any 
particular  class  of  the^  community.  I 
would,  therefore,  strongly  urge  the  adop- 
tion by  your  honoi^s,  in  this  case,  of  the 
same  course  pursued  last  session  in  re- 
gard to  the  Bill  to  repeal  the  Insolvent 
laws.  A  bill  like  the  present,  coming 
from  the  Commons,  backed  by  a  large 
majority,  and,  though  affecting  only  a 
portion  of  the  community,  it  was  de- 
cided that  time  should  be  afforded  for 
more  mature  consideration  and  for  in- 
formation as  to  what  its  effect  might  be, 
and  the  Bill  was,  accordingly,  postponed. 
How  much  stronger  and  more  forcible 
are  the  demands  for  delay  in  the  case  of 
a  measure  like  the  present,  affecting  the 
social  relations  of  the  whole  population 
of  every  class  and  of  every  creed,  creat- 
ing so  im^rtant  a  change  in  the  long- 
established  law  which  has,  so  far,  with- 
stood all  attempts  to  change  it  in  the 
Mother  Country,  and  ratified  and  con- 
firmed, as  it  has  been,  by  both 
Church. and  State  for  so  many  centuries. 
In  dissoussing  a  question  of  this  nature, 
we  ought,  I  think,  to  be  in  a  great  mea- 
sure guided  by  the  course  pursued  in 
England.  Now,  whatever  may  be  said 
in  regard  to  the  Statutes  passed  daring 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII  to  suit  the 
caprice  of  that  licentious  monarch, 
it  is  clear  that  since  the  passing  of  the 
Lyndhurst  Act,  in  1835,  marriage  with 
a  deceased  wife's  sister  is  made  illegal ; 
the  offence,  up  to  that  date,  was  con- 
doned, but  not  to  be  repeated.  Since  the 
passii^  of  that  Act,  the  question  has  been 
repeatedly  brought  before  the  British 
Parliament,  and  though  bills  introduced 
in  the  Commons  have,  in  several  in- 
stances, been  passed,  they  have,  on  a 
majority  of  occasions,  been  there  re- 
jected, and  have  boen  invariably  re- 
jected by  tlie  Lords — whether  originating 
in  that  House  or  the  Commons.  The 
measure  was  rejected  in  the  Commons 
on  eight  occasions:  in  1842,  1849, 
J8:»5,  1861,  1862,  1866,  1869,  1875, 
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and  bills  origiuutiug  in  the  Lords  on 
three  occasions,  18  ll,  1851,  and  again  as 
late  as  1879.  Had  a  bill  to  legalize  such 
marriages  become  law  in  England,  then, 
I  think,  we  should  pass  a  similar  one 
here  to  assimilate  oui:  laws.  But,  pass- 
ing one  hei-e.  would  be  altogether 
local  in  effect ;  .  give  no  rights  or  privi- 
leges, or  legalize  the  marriages  there. 
In  addition  to  this,  I  desii-e  to  call 
especial  attention  to  what  has  lately 
taken  place  in  England.  A  large  and 
influential  meeting  was  held  at  St. 
James'  Hall,  London,  on  the  26th  of 
February  last,  lmd^r  the  auspices  of  a 
number  of  lay  P.^era,  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, Queens  Counsel,  delegates  from 
the  Established  Church  of  Scotland, 
Workingmen's  Society,  Workingmen's 
Protestant  Leais^ue,  Protestant  Election 
Union,  and  Free  Church  CoUesfe  of 
Glasgow.  At  this  meeting  the  question 
was  not  taken  ^  up  as  a  party  question, 
not  as  a  church  question,  but  as  one  of 
social  order  and  morality.  The  first 
resolution  was  moved  by  Mr.  A.  C. 
S  win  ton,  representing  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  and, 
with  permission,  J  will  read  an  extract 
from  his  remarks  in  introducing  the  re- 
solution : — 

<<  He  stood  there  as  the  representative  of  the 
church  and  people  of  Scotland.  He  rejoiced 
to  add  that  the  Free  Church  shared  with  the 
Establishment  in  the  intensity  of  its  convic- 
tions, and  that  the  Church  of  Eni^land  was 
with  them  to  a  man.  What  was  proposed 
would  be  the  beginning  of  a  revolution  in  the 
social  life  of  the  community.  Ton  would  de- 
prive orphaned  children  of  what  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  declared  to  be  the  best  guardian- 
ship they  could  have.  The  interests  of  thou- 
sands of  God-fearing  men,  law-abiding  citisens, 
would  be  sacrificed  to  the  desires  of  a  few." 

Altogether,  four  resolutions,  all  con- 
demning any  change  in  the  existing  law, 
were  carried  by  overwhelming  majori- 
ties, thus  clearly  shewing  how  strong 
and  growing  a  feeling  exists  in 
England  and  Scotland  against  any 
change  in  the  existing  law.  It 
may  be  argued  that  such  a  law  pre- 
vails in  Australia,  but  the  example  has 
not  been  followed  by  the  adjacent  col- 
oniei)  of  New  Zealand  or  Natal,  in  both 
of  which  the  Aieasure  failed;  and  in 
Australia  it  never  became  law  until 
twice  passed — ^the  first  Act  having  been 
disallowed,  and  only  receiving  the  Royal 
assent  on  being  paased  a  second  time.     I 
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do  not  think  we  bhould  go  to  so  distant 
a  colony  for  precedent,  but  rely  rather 
upon  the  example  of  the  Mother  Country, 
where  such  a  measure  has  always  failed 
to  meet  with  success.  The  Act  will  be 
especially  unfair  to  the  Episcopal  clergy 
who  have  no  power  of  dispensatiom,  and 
feel  precluded  from  solemnizing  such 
marriages  by  their  ordination  oath,  by 
the  established  tables  of  kindred  and 
affinity  and  the  canons  of  their  Church, 
and,  notwithstanding,  may  be  com- 
l>elled  to  perform  the  ceremony,  or  sub- 
mit to  penalties  that  may  be  imposed. 
Notwithstanding  the  short  period  which 
has  been  allowed  for  presenting  petitions, 
I  find  that  upwards  of  sixty  have  been 
presented  against  the  Bill,  asking  that 
the  measure  may  be  postponed,  to  afford 
sufficient  time  to  learn  the  wishes  of  the 
country  at  large  upon  so  vital  a  question. 
These  petitions,  I  find,  by  a  printed 
sheet  laid  upon  my  ta];)le,  have  been  as- 
sailed in  a  most  unjustifiable  manner  by 
a  Montreal  paper,  to  which  I  desire  to 
refer.  This  sheet,  in  referring  to  the 
Bill  before  the  House,  indulges  in  the 
following  remarks : — 

"There,  perhaps,  never  was  a  measure  before 
Pailiament  in  connection  with  which  public 
sentiment  in  its  favor  was  so  united  as  is  the 
case  in  connection  with  this  measure.  We 
bad  in  the  press  of  the  Dominion  no  indica- 
tion of  any  hostile  sentiment.  With  singular 
unanimity  the  press  of  all  the  provinces  have 
either  warmly  approved  the  Bill,  or  have  been 
silent.  The  petitions  that  have  been  pre- 
sented, fwking  for  its  postponement,  prove  the 
game  &ct.  They  are  for  the  most  part  print- 
ed, shewing  a  regularly  organized  effort  to 
provoke  a  hostile  expression  of  opinion ;  and 
yet,  although  they  only  ask  for  a  postponement 
of  the  measure,  which  many  persons  who  are 
favorable  to  it,  or  indifferent  upon  the  sub- 
ject, might  sign,  and,  although  most  powerful 
influence  has  been  used  to  secure  signatures,  the 
result  has  simply  shewn  how  utterly  infinit- 
esimal is  the  opposition  to  the  measure . " 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  the  pre- 
sentation of  sixty-one  petitions  against 
the  measure  from  sixty-one  different 
localities,  proves  that  *'  the  public  senti- 
ment is  in  its  favor,  and  that  there  is  no 
.  indication  of  any  hostile  sentiment,"  as 
asserted  by  the  writer.  Again  the  writer 
goes  on  to  state  : — 

"  Had  there  been  any  such  opposition  as 
would  justify  the  Senate  in  interposing  its 
veto,  after  the  overwhelming  majority  in  its 
favor  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  opposi- 
tion would  have  manifested  itself  in  a  much 
more  emphatic  way  than  has  been  snewn." 
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To  this  I  would  remark  that,^y  petition 
is  the  only  legitimate  way,  the  only 
emphatic  way,  of  expressing  the  wishes 
of  the  public,  or  of  individuals,  to  Par- 
lia^nent ;  and  this  course  has  been 
adopted,  so  far  as  the  limited  time 
allowed  has  rendered  practicable.  And, 
again,  that  "  the  postponement  would 
provoke  discussions  and  breed  heart- 
burnings which  evei7one  would  de- 
plore." This  argument,  that  postpone- 
ment would  cause  discussion,  is  alto- 
gether worthless.  Discussion  is  what  is 
required,  and  the  friends  of  the  measure 
ought  rather  to  court  discussion  than  repu- 
diate it.  The  measure,  if  a  good  one,  and 
in  unison  with  public  sentiment,  would 
lose  nothing,  but  thereby  gain  support. 
After  all  this,  what  do  we  find  emanat- 
ing from  the  same  city  of  Montreal  ?  In- 
stead of  an  imaginary,  an  unmistakable 
"  regularly-organized  effort "  to  induce 
your  honors  to  sanction  the  Bill,  by  a 
number  of  printed  sheets  circulated  there 
for  signature,  handsomely  bound  and 
illuminated,  pi-esented  to  this  House  as 
purporting  to  l)e,  and  entered  on  the  pro- 
ceedings, as  80  many  separate  petitions, 
whereas  they,  in  truth,  form  but  one 
and  from  one  single  locality.  The  whole 
number  •£  petitions,  therefore,  in  fnvor 
of  the  measure  are  only  four — ^two,  at 
least,  from  the  same  locality  ;  whereas 
there  are  sixty-one  against  it,  fh>m  sixty- 
one  different  localities.  I  desire  also 
to  call  attention  to  the  reasons  assigned 
in  this  petition  for  passing  the  BiU,viz: — 
"  Because  it  is  said  the  question  has  been 
before  the  world  for  years,"  and  ^ "  the 
suspension  of  the  passage  for  twelve 
monl^  would  create  confusion  and  diffi- 
culty, and  affect  the  rights  of  many  citi- 
zens." Now,  if  as  is  stated, "  it  has  been 
before  the  world  for  years,"  no  great 
calamity  has  ever,  in  consequence,  en- 
sued. Nor  is  it  likely  that  any  will 
occur  if  deferred  for  twelve  /nonths 
longer.  Nor  need  we  anticipate  the  con- 
fusion or  difficulties  suggested.  And  as 
to  the  delay  affecting  **  the  rights  of  citi- 
zens," there  are  no  existing  rights  to  be 
affected.  I  might  well  retdiate  and 
apply  the  remarks  already  quoted,  thai^ 
"  this  result  simply  shews  how  infinitessi- 
mal  is  the  support  given  to  the  measure, 
or  it  would  have  manifested  itself  iu  a 
much  more  emphatic  way  tlian  has  been 
shewn   by    four  petitions."     £  feel  sure 
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your  hono]\will  not  allow  youi-selves  to 
be  beguiled  by  this  attempt  to  ignore  the 
petitions  from  sixty-one  different  locali- 
ties, or  look  upon  Montreal  as  represent- 
ing the  whole  Dominion,  whatever  per- 
sonal interest  or  influence  may  be  there 
concentrated,  but  that  you  will  readily 
grant  the  reasonable  delay  asked  for  by 
the  resolution  before  the  House.  I  may 
say,  in  conclusion,  that  should  the  Bill  go 
to  a  committee,  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
move  that  the  latter  part  of  the  first 
clause  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words,  "  or  the  widow  of  his  deceased 
brother."  And  also,  should  the  Bill  pass, 
that  a  clause  be  added  suspending  the 
operation  of  the  Act  until  it  shall  have 
received  Her  Majesty's  assent,  as  it 
would  be  highly  prejudicial  and  injurious 
should  such  a  measure  become  law  for  a 
ehort  period,  and  be  afterwards  disal- 
lowed. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE— I  shall 
■not  follow  my  hon.  friend  in  the  course 
that  he  has  taken,  because  I  'imagine 
that  here  the  richest  field  foi  contro- 
versy has  been  abandoned  by  the  most 
astute  scholars  in  the  world,  who  have 
pledged  their  reputation  as  lingiiists 
that  the  interpretation  of  the  Levitical 
law  will  bear  the  construction  that  we, 
who  advocate  this  measure,  put  upon  it. 
I  regret  that  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Amherst, .  who  introduced  this  resolu- 
tion, did  not  move  the  six  months'  hoist, 
bat  has  sought  to  win  support  for  his 
cunningly-prepared  resolution,  which  he 
could  not  obtain  by  a  direct  motion 
against  the  Bill.  I  believe  that  his  re- 
solution was  prepared  in  order  that  it 
might  catch  some  hopeful  support  like 
that  of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Richmond, 
who  frankly  told  us  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  sustain  the  Bill — with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  second  clause — ^and  yet 
was  prepared  to  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment. 

Hon,  Mr.  MILLER— I  did  not  say 
anything  of  the  kind.  I  distinctly  stated 
that  an  important  portion  of  the  Bill  I 
was  decidedly  opposed  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE— I  have 
already  said  that,  while  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposed  a  portion  of  the  Bill, 
he  was  not  opposed  to  the  first  part  of  it. 
He  said  that  he  agreed  to  the  portion  of 
the  Bill  which  permitted  marriage  with 
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the  sister  of  a  deceased  wife.  While  I 
do  not  see  the  same  objection  to  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  Bill  that  some  gentlemen 
do,  T  cannot  see  the  close  or  doubtful 
affinity  that  some  do,  in  the  case  of  th<^ 
widow  of  a  deceased  brother.  Still, 
T  frankly  admit  that  there  are  objection- 
able features  in  connection  with  such  a 
marriage,  which  'we  do  not  feel  in  con- 
nection with  the  first  class  of  cases,  and 
lam  not  at  all  prepared  to  say  that  if  this 
Bill  goes  into  Committee,  I  would  not 
be  ready  to  sustain  ray  hon.  friend's 
views  on  the  second  part  of  the  clause 
allowing  marriage  with  the  wife 
of  a  deceased  brother.  From  what 
has  been  argued  here,  and  from* 
the  pertinacity  with  which  some  hon. 
gentlemen  oppose  the  Bill,  you  would 
really  suppose  that  the  object  was  not 
merely  to  give  them  liberty,  but  to  com- 
pel them  to  marry  the  sisters  of  deceased 
wives.  You  would  suppose,  from  what 
they  say,  that  there  was  not  a  man  in 
the  country  who,  if  he  happened  to  lose 
his  wife,  would  not  be  compelled  to 
marry  her  sister,  if  she  had  one.  Now, 
hon.  gentlemen,  what  really  are  the 
causes  that  give  rise  to  such  a  .  disturb- 
ance? Who  are  the  parties  that  seek, 
here,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege 
that  this  Bill  will  confer)  Is  it  the 
cases  of  young  and  thoughtless  persons 
in  the  hey-day  of  youth  1  How  many 
sad  scenes  do  we  find,  of  young  persons 
who  are  brought  together  without  pre- 
view^ acquaintance,  and  who  rush 
into  wedlock  and  learn  the  ti*uth  of  tho 
old'  adage,  ''  marry  in  haste,  and 
repent  at  leisure  f  We  know  many  of 
those  sad  cases ;  they  are  before  us  every 
day  ;  but  who  are  i^e  class  of  persons 
that  seek  relief  through  this  Bill  %  The 
man  who  has  arrived  at  mature  age,  be- 
yond all  doubt.  He  has  been  wedded, 
and  must,  in  all  probability,  have  spent 
years  of  wedded  life.  His  wife's  sister 
will,  very  probably,  have  been  residing 
in  the  house  with  him.  Who,  1 
ask,  could  be  found  to  whom  the  wife,  in 
her  last  moments,  would  so  carefully  en- 
trust her  children  as  to  her  sister  )  -But 
who  is  the  sister?  In  all  probability 
she,  too,  is  a  lady  of  mature  and  ripened 
years — very  likely  an  aged  spinster; 
probably  one  who,  for  years,  has 
been  on  intimate  terms  of  acquaintance 
with  her  sister's  husband.  Hav- 
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in^  known  and  carefully  studied 
each  other's  qualities,  and  having 
made  up  tlieir  minds  that  they 
were  adapted  to  each  other,  if  they 
conclude  to  marry,  who  can  doubt  that 
such  a  conclusion  is  the  result  ot  mature 
expeiience,  and  that  such  a  marriage 
would  be  a  happy  one?  We  have  all 
seen  cases  of  men  who  did  not  marry 
their  deceased  wife's  sister,  and  whose 
experience  wm  unfortunate.  But  while 
I  know  a  great  many  who  have  married 
their  deceased  wives*  sisters,  I  am  not 
aware  of  a  solitary  instance  in  which  the 
parties  were  not  happy.  But  what  is 
the  consequence  of  the  law  as  it  is  at 
present  ]  The  hon.  Senator  from  Wood- 
stock told  us  yesterday  that  these  mar- 
riages are  continually  being  con- 
tracted all  over  Canada.  What 
do  parties  do  who  desire  to  con- 
tract those  marriages?  They  simply 
go  across  the  border,  where  such  mar- 
riages can  be  contracted  and  are  legal, 
and  they  do  so,  feeling  and  believing 
that  thera  is  no  moral  stain  upon  them. 
They  feel  th^t  they  ti-ansgress  no  law  of 
God  or  man,  and  that  there  is-no  blood 
relationship  between  them.  If  some 
hon.  gentleman  had  had  the  boldness  to 
introduce  a  law  to  restrict  marriages  be- 
tween cousins,  I  am  not  sure  but  that  it 
would  benefit  the  country.  Who  can 
have  failed  to  observe  the  effects  of  ill- 
assorted  marriages  of  cousins  and  other 
blood  relations)  Who  can  have  failed 
to  have  seen  the  sad  results  of  such  mar- 
riages, such  as  often  happens — deformed 
children  —  and  yet  is  there  any  law  to 
prevent  these  unions  1  What  is  to  prevent 
a  widower  marrying  his  cousin,  a  blood 
relation,  who,  perhaps,  has  taken  charge 
of  his  children)  Is  there  anything  in 
such  a  marriage  that  is  considered 
immoral ;  or  does  anyone  think  there  is 
any  immorality  in  a  man,  who  has  lost 
his  wife,  living  in  the  same  house  with 
his  cousin  ?  While  the  sad  effects  of  the 
marriages  of  blood-relations  are  seen  and 
felt  all  over  the  countiy,  the  results  of 
marriages  such  as  are  intended  to  be 
legalized  by  this  Bill,  are  exactly  in  the 
opposite  direction.  My  hon.  friend  says 
that  we  should  be  guided  in  our  legisla- 
tion by  the  experience  of  England,  but 
what  is  the  state  of  society  there  ?  Who 
does  not  know  you  have  there  a  domin- 
ant church,  which  rules  and  controls 
Hon,  Mr,  Macfarlane* 


the  social  life  of  the  country  ? 
Who  does  not  know  that,  in  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
where  bills  of  this  kind  have  been  carried 
seven  times 

Hon.  Mr.  POWEK— Four  times. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE— I  sliall 
give  the  very  best  authority,  the  author- 
ity of  Lord  Houghton,  who  says  that 
such  bills  have  passed  the  House  of  Com- 
mons seven  times. 

Hon.  Mr.  CD  ELL —It  ia  :i  mistake. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFAE.LANE— It  is  a 
statement  which,  I  imagine,  the  hon. 
gentleman  will  not  be  able  to  gainsay. 
Here  is  what  Lord  Houghton  says,  in  a 
speech  delivered  on  a  second  reading 
similar  to  this,  on  the  6th  May,  1879  : — 

<<  Seven  times  has  the  will  of  the  people 
been  expressed  by  various  majorities,  Bome- 
timos  approaching  one  hundred  in  support  of 
these  bills,  and  seven  times  have  they  been 
rejected  by  the  House  of  Lords.  That, 
assuredly,  is  not  a  satisfactory  position  in 
which  to  leave  that  question,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  these  marriages  are  multiplying 
every  day." 

Now,  what  does  this  eminent  authority 
that  I  have  quoted  state  in  his  speech  1 
That  these  Bills  were  introduced  not.  so 
much  to  relieve  the  aristocracy  of  any 
disability,  but  rather  to  redeve  the  poor 
classes  of  the  people  who  reside  in  the 
rural  parts  ot  the  country,  and  not  so 
much  residents  of  large  cities  and  towns,, 
where  they  have  a  large  field  to  form 
their  connections  in.  In  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, where  a  man  has  found  a  friend 
in  his  deceased  wife's  sister,  he  clings  to 
her,  and  she  is  able  to  help  him  to  pro- 
vide for  his  children.  That  has  proved 
to  be  the  case  in  England,  and  it  is 
equally  so  in  this  country.  Now, 
has  any  gentleman  been  able 
to  shew  that  bad  results  have 
arisen  from  these  marriages  across  the 
border,  where  they  are  permitted  by  law  1 
Yet  there  the  law  affects  forty  or  fifty 
millions  of  people ;  and  who  has  ever 
heard  a  complaint  that  any  woman  has- 
been  found  to  try  to  strip  her  deceased 
sister*.s  children  of  their  property  1  Such 
cases  may  occur.  I  do  not  say  that* 
there  ai*e  not  b»d  sisters-in-law^  just  as 
well  as  other  people  ;  but  what  I  do 
mean  to  say  is,  that  the  widower  who 
has  had  a  good  oppoHunity  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  siste  -  of  hm  deceased 
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wife,  and  especially  if  she  has  resided 
in  his  house — there  is  no  one  whose  char- 
acter he  ought  to  be  more  familiar  with, 
being  in  a  ][X)Bition  to  know  whether 
she  would  make  him  happy  or  comfor- 
table if  she  became  his  wife,  in  such  a 
case.  I  say,  he  should  not  be  prevented 
by  law  from  contracting  such  a  marriage. 
I  shall  not  labor  the  Bill,  but  in  every 
view  that  I  can  take  of  it,  we  aro  re- 
moving by  it,  as  we  are  bound  to  remove, 
the  shackles  or  restrictions  that  prevent 
men  from  selecting  their  partners  in  life 
when  there  is  no  blood  affinity  in 
consideration.  The  only  valid  objection 
to  marriage  is  where  the  bloo^  relation- 
ship is  so  close  that  it  is  likely  to  affect 
the  offspring.  Witb  these  viewsj  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  Bill  of 
my  hon.  friend,  who  we  may  well  call 
the  Nestor  of  the  House.  I  am  sure 
that,  if  the  hon.  Senator  from  Montreal 
(Mr.  Ferrier)  thought  there  was  any 
immorality  about  it,  he  would  be  the  last 
one  to  be  found  advocating  this  Bill. 
In  his  long  life  and  extended  experience, 
the  hon.  gentleman  is  the  Nestor  of  the 
House.  He  has  had  more  and  longer 
opportunities  than  any  other  member  to 
judge  of  the  relief  that  it  will  give,  and 
I  am  quite  sure  that  any  hon.  gentleman 
in  bustaining  the  Bill  introduced  by  that 
lion,  gentleihan,  will  have  no  cause  to  re- 
gret it.  Entertaining  these  views,  I 
shall  certainly  record  my  vote  against 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Amherst,  and  in  favor  of  the 
Bill,  and,  if  the  measure  should  be  car- 
ried, as  I  trust  it  will,  when  it  is  referred 
to  committee  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
assist  in  expunging  any  objectionable 
features  that  it  may  contain. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  am  sure  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  resumed  his 
seat  has  no  desire  to  misrepresent  what 
I  said,  and  I  can  only  conclude,  as  he 
expressed  i,t  himself,  that  he  could  not 
have  nndei^stood  the  plain  sta'ement 
that  I  made  to  the  House  yesterday. 
What  I  did  say  on  that  occasion  was 
that  I  was  in  favor  of  legalizing 
marriage  between  a  man  and  his  deceased 
wife's  sister  if  there  was  any  immediate 
haste  for  doing  so  j  but  that  in  the  face 
of  the  very  respectable  memorials  that 
have  been  presented  from  every  portion 
of  the  coantry,  and  in  the  face,  also,  of 
the  conflicting  counsels  that  prevail  in 
Hon.  Mr.  Maefarlans. 


regard  to  the  details  of  the  Bill  among 
the  heads  of  another  very  large  denomin- 
ation, I  thought  that  my  proper  course 
was  to  vote  for  the  postponement  of  the 
creasure  for  another  session.  I  also  said 
that  I  was  decidedly  opposed  to  that 
portion  of  the  Bill  which  was  intended 
vo  legalize  the  marriage  of  a  man  with 
the  widow  of  his  deceased  brother.  1 
could  not,  under  any  circumstances, 
vote  for  the  second  portion  of  the  Bill. 
Neither  can  I  understand  how  any  mem- 
ber can  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  measure,  who  is  not  in  ^avor  of  the 
whole  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLiNE—I  did 
not  at  all  misunderstand  the  huu.  gentle- 
tnen.  The  statement  which  I  made  is,  I 
think,  entirely  in  harmony  with  the 
explanation. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— The  question 
before  the  House  is  whether  we  shall 
support  the  resolution  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  Amherst,  to  defer  this  Bill 
until  another  session,  or  whether  we 
shall  pass  it  once ;  and,  probably, 
strictly  speaking,  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  Bill  is  not  altogether 
necessary.  The'^e  is  a  good  deal  of  force 
in  what  was  said  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Richmond,  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  enter 'into  any  very  elaborate 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  measure, 
but  thac^  we  should  simply  decide 
whether  we  should  not  postpone  it,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  not  absolutely 
necessary  to  pass  it  now.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  authority  on 
the  subject.  A  somewhat  similar  Bill 
has  been  discussed  several  times,  and 
with  great  ability,  in  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament. This  Bill  has  also  been  debated 
in  the  other  branch  of  this  Legislature, 
and  has  been  discussed  in  some  letters  pub- 
lished by  Judge  Loranger,  of  Montreal, 
in  the  Montreal  Minerve,  prol)ably  with 
greater  ability  and  accuracy  than  by 
any  other  gentleman  in  this  country.  I 
feel  that,  while  that  is  true,  and  mem- 
bers in  this  House  can  get  access  to  all 
the  authorities  on  the  subject,  the  public 
at  large,  who  are  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion, if  the  resolution  of  th^on.  Senator 
from  Amherst  passes,  have  not  the  means 
of  getting  at  those  authorities,  and  I 
think  that,  to  a  certain  ext^it,  it  is  the 
duty  of  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of 
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postponement,  to  supply  to  the  public 
some  materials  upon  which  they  may 
base  their  judgment.  I  do  not  propose, 
however,  to  delay  the  House  for  any 
great  length  of  time.  We  are  asked  to 
pass  this  Bill  at  once.  Now,  unless 
there  are  circumstances  of  peculiar 
urgency,  aside  from  the  nature  of  the 
Bill,  I  do  not  think  that  we  should  do 
so ;  and,  when  we  come  to  look  at  the 
circumstances,  I  do  not  think  that  they 
will  be  found  to  be  of  that  character. 
There  is  no  very  strong  popular  feeling 
in  favor  of  the  measure  outside  of  Par- 
liament ;  in  fact  there  was  none  of  any 
kind  until  this  Bill  was  introduced  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  case  is  not 
the  same,  as  in  England,  where  petitions, 
signed  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
persons,  were  presented  to  Parliament  on 
the  subject.  There  were  no  petitions 
presented  here  before  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced in  the  other  House,  and  since  then 
a  great  majority  of  the  petitions  have 
been  against  the  measure.  It  has  been 
said  that  this  Bill  is  in  favor  of  the  fair 
sex.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
evidence  in  support  of  that  asser- 
tion ;  and  I  think  that  the  majority 
of  that  sex  are  altogether  opposed 
to  the  Bill.  We  cannot  be  asked  to  pass 
this  Bill  in  a  hurry  because  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  similar  law  in  England.  The 
fact  is  the  reverse ;  instead  of  assimilat- 
ing our  law  to  that  of  England,  we 
should  be  making  it  different.  Aside 
froni  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  the  only  rea- 
son why  we  should  pass  it  this  session  is, 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  introduced 
it  in  tJbe  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
is  very  popular,  very  much  liked  by  his 
brother  members,  and  very  resolute  and 
determined  in  carrying  his  point.  While 
he  deserves  all  credit  for  that,  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  any  special  reason  why 
we  should  support  this  Bill.  I  think  we 
should  consider  the  measure  on  its 
own  merits,  and  not  otherwise.  Looking 
at  the  somewhat  revolutionary  char- 
acter of  the  Bill,  I  do  not  think 
YOd  should  pass  it  this  session,  unless  some 
urgent  necessit  y  is  shewn  for  it.  No  such 
necessity  has  been  shewn,  nor  even  al- 
leged to  exist  In  the  case  of  the  In- 
aol vent  Act  last  year,  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  by  some  two  or  three  hon.  gen- 
tliemen,  it  might  have  been  stated  that 
there  was  some  necessity  for  haste,  be- 
Hon,  Mr,  Power. 


cause  it  might  be  claimed  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  was  suffering  ;  but 
there  is  no  such  urgency  in  this  case.  I 
wish  tc  call  the  attention  of  hon.  gentle- 
men who  may  be  disposed  to  support  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  to  the  fact  that,  to 
ray  mind,  at  any  rate,  even  if  the  prin- 
ciple should  be  admitted  as  correct,  this 
is  not  the  bill  which  ought  to  pass. 
The  measure  is  illogical  and  incon- 
sistent. It  allows  a  man  to  marry 
the  sister  of  his  deceased  wife,  whilst 
it  does  not  allow  him  to  marry  her 
niece,  though  the  niece  is  a  degree 
further  removed  than  the  sister. 
If  the  Bill  is  to  be  altered  at  all,  it 
should  be  changed  to  include  the  niece. 
I  do  not  think  we  are  bound  to  under- 
take, at  this  stage  of  the  session,  to 
manufacture  a  new  Bill.  Then,  the 
second  section,  if  hon.  gentlemen  wiU 
look  at  it,  is  ex  post /acta  legislation, 
which  is  always  reprobated  in  England, 
and  is  forbidden  by  the  constitutions 
of  the  different  states  of  the  neighboring 
republic.  This  second  section  interferes 
with  the  rights  of  persons  acquired  under 
the  existing  law,  and  interferes  with 
those  rights  on  behalf  of  persons  who 
have  broken  that  law.  I  think  it  is  un- 
just and  improper.  But,  even  in  this,  the 
Bill  is  illogical,  because,  while  it  legal- 
izes certain  marriages  contracted  between 
men  and  the  sisters  of  their  deceased 
wives,  it  does  not  legalize  all  of  them,  as 
will  be  seen  by  reading  the  second  sec- 
tion. I  should  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senator  from  Fredericton  (Mr. 
Odell)  to  the  fact  that  he  was  in  error 
when  he  said  that  the  Bill  did  not 
affect  existing  rights  of  children. 
The  section  says :  ''All  such  marriages 
heretofore  contracted,  the  parties  whereto 
are  living  as  husband  and  wife  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall  be 
held  to  have  been  lawfully  contracted." 
If  lawfully  contracted,  the  children  of 
such  marriages  would  share  in  the  pro- 
perty, as  well  as  the  children  of'the  former 
wives. 

Hon.  Mr.  ODELL— Is  there  not  a 
proviso] 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— No;  it  has  been 
struck  out.  If  a  marriage  of  this  sort 
was  contracted  five  or  six  years  ago,  and 
children  were  born,  and  one  of  the  par- 
ties died,  those   children  would  be  ille- 
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gitimate,  wliilp,  if  both  of  the  parties 
were  alive,  tlieir  children  would  be 
legitimale.  Now,  I  do  not  think  any- 
thing could  be  more  illogical  or  unfair 
than  that  part  of  the  Bill.  Another  cir- 
cumstance connected  with  it,  which  has 
been  adverted  to  by  some  hon.  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken,  is,  that  it  diders  from 
the  Bills  introduced  in  England,  and  I 
believe  from  those  passed  in  Australia, 
inasmuch  as  it  legalizes  marriage  with 
the  widow  of  a  deceased  brother.  That 
is^repugnant  to  the  sense  of  right  and 
propriety  of  almost  every  man,  and  is 
something  that  I  hope  wHl  not  pass  this 
House.  With  reference  to  such  mar- 
riages, in  addition  to  the  arguments  used 
against  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's 
sister,  there  are  a  number  of  others. 
There  is  an  express  prohibition  in  Scrip- 
ture. The  hon.  gentleman  from  Belle- 
ville (Mr.  Flint)  was  not  able  to  find  a 
prohibition,  but,  instead  of  looking  at 
the  eighteenth  section  of  chap.  18  of 
Leviticus,  he  should  have  looked  at  the 
16th,  where  he  would  have  found  an 
express  prohibition  of  marriage  with  the 
widow  of  a  deceased  brother.  In  the  2 1st 
verse  of  the  same  chapter  it  is  pronoun- 
ced an  unlawful  thing,  and  the  punish- 
ment is,  that  the  couple  should  be 
without  children.  The  hon.  gentleman 
referred  to  the  passage  in  Deuteronomy 
as  exceptional.  Now,  to  my  mind,  the 
exception  in  this  instance  proves  the 
general  rule.  I  am  confirmed  in  that 
belief  ^  the  fact  that,  in  the  twenty- 
seventh  chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  twenty- 
third  verse,  there  is  a  very  serious  con- 
demnation against  persons  who  are 
guilty  of  a  similar  offence.  As  I  under- 
stand the  Senator  from  Belleville,  he 
argued  that  the  Scriptures  do  not  recog- 
nize affinity  at  all.  The  hon.  gentleman 
from  Cumberland  (Mr.  Macfarlane) 
seemed  to  take  the  same  gix>nnd.  Now, 
in  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  Leviticus, 
fourteenth  verse,  I  find  that,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  wife  of  an  uncle,  intercourse 
with  whom  is  forbidden,  she  is  described 
as  one  "  who  is  joined  to  thee  by  affinity." 
The  Scriptures  very  strongly  recognize 
the  relationship  of  affinity.  In  the 
seventeenth  section  of  the  same  chapter 
of  Leviticus,  and  in  other  places  where  the 
i-elationship  is  merely  one  of  affinity, 
it  is  held  that  the  flesh  of  the  husband  is 
the  flesh  of  the  wife,  and  that  intercourse 
Bon.  Mr.  Power, 


with  certain  relatives  of  the  wife  is 
incest.  On  this  point,  I  will  call  atten- 
tion to  a  letter  which  was  published  in 
the  Globe  the  other  day,  by  Mr.  Ilirsch- 
felder,  a  Jewish  •  gentleman  living  in 
Toronto,  a  man  of  considerable  promin- 
ence in  the  Jewish  body,  who  is  in  favor 
of  marriage  witk  the  sister  of  a.  deceased 
wife.  Speaking  of  marriage  with  the 
widow  of  a  deceased  bi-other,  he  says  : — 

"  Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  I 
cannot  see  upon  what  grounds  the  law  pro- 
hibiting an  alliance  of  a  brother  with  a  de- 
ceased brother's  widow  can  be  abolished,  un- 
less it  is  upon  the  supposition  that  the  Mosaic 
marriage  laws,  like  some  other  laws,  were 
only  intended  for  the  ancient  Israelites,  and, 
therefore,  have  no  force  now. 

«  Now,  Mr.  Editor,  in  order  to  comprehend 
fully  the  ibrce  of  many  of  the  Mosaic  laws,  it 
is  necessary  to  divide  them  into  three  princi- 
pal classes  :— (1)  Precautionary  laws;  (2) 
Sanitary  laws  ;  (3)  Moral  laws." 

•  •  ■    •  •  • 

<<  To  the  third  class  belong  all  such  laws 
which  are  conducive  to  foster  morality,  and, 
as  might  be  naturally  expected,  they  are  by 
far  the  most  numerous.  Now,  I  think  it  will 
hardly  be  denied  that  the  obs^^vance  of  these 
laws  are  just  as  binding  to  Christians  as  to  the 
Jews,  and  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  at  once 
that  the  marriage  laws  must  certainly  belong 
to  this  class,  and,  if  such  is  the  case,  I  can 
hardly  see  how  the  law  prohibiting  <  a  brother 
marrying  his  brother's  wife  '  can  consistently 
be  abolished .  There  are,  certainly,  very  slrong 
grounds  to  be  urged  against  such  alliances  ; 
but,  as  1  have  above  stated,  it  is  impossible  to 
notice  them  in  a  newspaper  article." 

I  think,  hon.  gentlemen,  enough  has  been 
said  to  shew  that,  as  r^ards  marriage 
with  the  widow  of  a  deceased  brother, 
there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  as  to 
the  law  laid  down  in  the  Scripture, 
As  to  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's 
sister,  the  scriptural  argument  has  been 
dealt  with  already  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man from  Amherst,  and  has  been  dis- 
cussed in  the  other  House  and  elsewhere, 
and  hon.  gentlemen  are  quite  familiar 
with  it ;  but  there  Ls  one  point  to  which 
attention  has  been  called,  to  a  certain 
extent,  and  to  which  I  shall  agaiu  refer ; 
that  is  this  fact  :  that,  whatever  the 
Jewish  law  on  this  subject  may  have 
been,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  what  the 
Christian  law  has  been.  One  of  the 
greatest  changes  that  was  made  by  the 
change  from  the  Jewish  tp  the 
Christian  dispensation,  was  in  the 
elevation  of  the  married  '  state. 
The  marriage  tie  was  made  more  sacred, 
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and  the  uuion  between  husband  and  wife 
rendered  more  intimate  and  more  diffi- 
cult to  dissolve.  Divorce,  which  had 
been  allowed  in  the  old  law,  was  not 
tolerated  in  the  new.  Polygamy,  which 
had  existed  under  the  old  law,  was  done 
away  with,  and  husband  and  wife  were 
declared  by  the  Redeemer  himself  to  be 
one  flesh.  I^ooking  back  on  ecclesiastical 
history,  we  find  that,  at  a  very  early  date 
in  the  history  of  the  church,  the  canon  law, 
in  dealing  with  the  question  of  marriage, 
placed  the  relations  of  wives  in  exactly 
the  same  position  as  those  of  the  husbands 
themselves.  Not  later,  I  think,  than 
about  300  years  after  the  Christian  era, 
we  find  the  law  in  that  position,  and  for 
hundreds  of  years  the  canon  law  was  as 
strict  as  this — that  marriage  was  forbidden 
not  only  between  those  who  were  nearly 
related  by  blood  or  affinity,  but  between 
persons  related  by  blood  or  affinity  as 
far  as  the  seventh  degree,  and  it  was  only 
at  the  fourth  council  of  Lateran,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  thii*teenth  century,  that 
the  prohibition  was  limited  to  the  fourth 
degree.  Now,  this  canon  law  was  the 
law  of  all  Europe  up  to  the  sixteenth 
century.  It  was  recognized  by  cap.  22, 
of  the  25th  year  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
and  by  a  subsequent  statute  of  that 
monarch,  as  the  law  of  England,  and  it 
has  so  been  accepted  down  to  the  present 
day.  It  was  said  by  the  Senator  from 
Alma  (Mr.  Penny)  that,  up  to  1835,  the 
time  that  Lord  Lyndhui-st's  Act  was 
passed,  such  marriages  were  not  void,  but 
were  voidable.  He  is  in  error  in  that. 
They  were  void,  but  they  had  to  be 
declared  so  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Court, 
and  this  Act  of  Lord  LyndhursVs  declared 
them  void  in  the  eyes  of  the  common 
law,  without  any  action  of  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Courts.  In  order  to  shew  what  the 
sentiment  of  the  early  Christian  world 
was  on  this  subject,  we  cannot  go  to  any 
better  authority  than  the  Greek  Church. 
In  that  church  they  preserve  most  of  the 
old  practices  and  discipline  of  the  early 
church,  and,  in  the  Greek  Church,  those 
marriages  are  absolutely  void.  It  was 
not  until  the  middle  ages,  and  after  a 
straggle  that  endured  for  some  time, 
that  the  right  of  the  Popes  to  grant  dis- 
pensations for  such  mariiagos  was  recog- 
nized; but  the  church  has  always 
been  hostile  to  them.  As  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  this  Bill,  we 
Hon.  Mr,  Power, 


have  been  referred  to  the  practice 
in  the  United  States,  and  also,  I  think, 
to  the  practice  in  Germany.  Now,  I  do 
not  think,  when  we  want  a  model  for  our 
social  life,  we  should  go  to  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  think  the  morals  of 
that  country  are  such  as  to  induce  us 
to  follow  in  their  footsteps,  but  very 
much  the  reverse.  Whatever  good  things 
there  may  be  in  the  United  States,  I 
do  not  think  that  their  domestic  molality 
is  more  admirable  than  our  own,  or 
anything  that  we  should  be  anxious  to 
imitate ;  and  Prussia,  which,  I  think,  is 
the  only  country  whore  those  marriages 
are  allowed  without  any  dispensation,  is 
undoubtedly  the  most  immoral  couutrj 
in  Europe.  A  very  singular  argument 
was  used  by  the  Senator  from  Belleville 
(Mr.  Flint),  that  if  we  allowed  this  Bill 
to  stand  over  for  another  year,  there 
would  be  a  great  deal  of  agitation  against 
it.  That  seems  a  very  extraordinary 
argument.  I  am  surprised  that  a  gen- 
tleman, who  is  generally  so  ready  to 
recognize  the  right  of  the  people  to  be 
heard,  should  take  such  a  position  in 
this  instance. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  did  not  say  that 
there  would  be  an  agitation  '  against  the 
Bill.  I  stated  that  it  would  create  great 
agitation  throughout  the  country.  The 
hon.  gentleman  is  just  about  as  wrong 
in  that  as  his  quotations  of  Scripture. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— If  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman will  take  the  trouble  to  examine 
the  passages  in  Leviticus,  he  -^U  find 
that  I  have  quoted  them  correctly. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  examined  them 
before  the  hon.  gentleman  was  bom. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Belleville  who  said  that  this  Bill  was  op- 
posed as  if  it  obliged  every  man  to  marry 
the  sister  of  his  deceased  wife.  I  think 
there  is  another  way  of  looking  at  it. 
One  would  imagine,  from  the  anxiety  of 
hon.  gentlemen  to  get  this  Bill  passed  at 
once,  that  there  were  no  other  women  to 
be  married  but  sisters-in-law.  There  are ' 
women  enough  in  the  world  for  men  to 
many  without  contracting  such  alliances. 
An  argument  that  has  been  used  by  almost 
every  hon.  gentleman  who  has  supported 
the  Bill  is,  that  orphan  children  would 
have  the  guardianship  and  care  of  their 
aunts,  who  are  the  best  persons  to   take 
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•  charge  of  them.  That  is  tnie  as  the  law 
stands  now.  A  deceased  wife's  sister  can 
remain  in  the  house  with  her  brother-in- 
law  and  take  care  of  them  ;  but,  if  you 
passed  this  Bill,  she  could  not  do  that. 
She  would  have  to  leave  the  house,  be- 
cause she  would  be  in  the  position 
of  any  other  unmarried  woman  there. 
It  has  already  been  said  that 
if  she  becomes  a  step-mother,  she  ceises 
to  be  an  aunt ;  so  that  the  orphan  chil- 
dren would  lose  by  this  Bill,  in  any  case. 
"The  hon.  gentleman  referred  to  the 
woman  who  had  seven  husbands,  and  the 
problem  as  to  who  was  to  be  her  hus- 
band in  the  resurrection.  We  are  not 
now  dealing  with  the  future  life,  but  with 
this  life,  and  we  should  confine  ouraelves 
to  that.  I  should  like  to  say  a  word 
with  reference  to  the  church  to  which  I 
myself  .belong,  since  it  has  been  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  gentlemen  from  Alma  (Mr. 
Penny),  and  St.  John  (Mr.  Dever.)  The 
law  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  as  everyone 
knows,  almost  from  the  commencement 
of  the  Christian  era  down  to  the  present 
time,  has  forbidden  those  marriages.  For 
a  long  time,  dispensations  were  not 
granted  under  any  circumstances  ;  noV 
they  are  gninted  under  urgent  circum 
stances,  and  obtained  with  a  gi-eat  deal  of 
.  difficulty.  The  cases  in  which  di«pensa 
tions  are  granted  are  exceptional.  The 
questiim  is  whether,  looking  at  the  mat- 
ter from  the  standpoint  of  the  Church  to 
which  T  belong,  it  is  better  to  have  the 
law  of  the  land  agree  with  the  general 
law  of  the  church,  or  with  the  exceptional 
•cases.  To  my  mind,  it  is  better  to  have 
the  law  of  the  land  agree  with  the 
general  law  of  the  church.  *  The  fact 
that  the  law  of  the  land  is  hostile  to  such 
marriages,  and  makes  the  issue  of  them 
illegitimate,  is  a  discouragement  to 
persons  entering  into  alliances  which  are 
contrary  to  the  law  of  the  church.  If  a 
dispensation  is  granted,  the  children  are 
legitimate  in  the  eye  of  the  church,  and 
jbhere  is  no  stigma  affixed  to  them  in  the 
eyes  of  other  members  of  the  Church. 
With  reference  to  the  rights  of  property, 
any  difficulty  of  that  kind  can  be  sub- 
stantially got  over  by  a  man  making  his 
•will  in  the  proper  way.  That  is  all  that 
1  propose  to  say  for  myself ;  but  I  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some 
language  used  in  the  House  of  Lords  in 
1873.    I  wish  to  quote  from  the  speech, 
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on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Bill  to 
legalize  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sis- 
ter, made  by  Lord  O'Hagan.  He  had  been 
Lord  Chancellor  for  Ireland,  was  one  of 
the  best  lawyei-s  in  the  three  kingdoms, 
and  his  orthodoxy,  as  a  Catholic,  was 
unquestioned.  He  made  this  speech 
several  years  after  the  evidence,  which 
has  been  quoted  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Alma,  had  been  given  by  Cardinal 
Wiseman.  At  page  1,888  of  the  Han- 
sard for  that  year,  Lord  O'Hagan  is 
reported  as  having  u«ed  the  following 
language  : — 

"  I  have  the  Bincerest  sympathy  with  any 
innocent  persons  who  Bufifer  from  the  law  as  it 
exists.  From  some  of  them  I  Ifave  received 
commimications  which  have  touched  me 
deeply.  But  I  cannot  pity  tbose  by  whom 
that  law  has  been  deliberately  violated,  on 
the  prompting  of  passion,  or  in  concession  to 
a  supposed  expediency,  without  consideration 
of  the  fatal  results  to  trusting  women  and  un- 
born children.  If  it  were  possible  to  relieve, 
in  cases  of  real  hardship,  with  due  regard 
to  the  momentous  issues  involved  in  the  con- 
troversy, 1  suppose  we  should  all  be  glad  to 
aid  in  doing  so ;  but  we  have  to  consider  what 
is  right  and  wise,  and  for  the  highest  interests 
of  the  society  .in  which  we  live  ;  we  cannot 
play  with  them  according  to  the  impulse  of 
our  feelings.  We  are  bound  to  deal  with 
them  as  judgment  and  conscience  dictate 
when  we  come  to  touch  that  family  life, 
which  is  the  very  comer  stone  of  our  social 
state,  and,  according  to  its  moral  condition, 
becomes  the  glory  or  the  shame,  the  strength 
or  the  destruction  of  a  people." 

And  again,  at  page  1,891,  Lord  O'Hagan 
says  : — 

"  We  are  the  *  heirs  of  all  the  ages,'  and 
we  should  not  lightly  set  aside  the  instruction 
which  they  give.  If  you  would  maintain  a 
Christian  civilization  in  the  world,  hold  high 
the  ideal  of  the  Christian  marriage.  Do  not 
abase  its  dignity  ;  do  not  dim  its  brightness. 
The  time  is  not  apt  for  meddling  rudely  with 
that  great  ideal,  or,  as  you  are  asked  to  do  to- 
night, with  principles  which  are  its  bulwarks, 
and  from  which  it  derives  its  beauty  and  its 
strength.  Old  landmarks  are  vanishing  away. 
Doctrines  oi  international  law  and  political 
justice,  which  long  governed  the  public  con- 
science of  mankind,  are  losing  their  power. 
The  elements  of  socialistic  anarchy  are  work- 
ing through  the  iiations,  and  we  should  be- 
ware of  precipitating  the  time  when  laxness 
as  to  the  marriage  bond  may  help  to  bring  us 
to  the  condition  of  Rome,  as  described  by 
Gibbon,  <  when  marriages  were  without 
affection,  and  love  was  without  delicacy  or 
respect,'  and  when  corruption  in  that  regard 
was  one  of  the  worst  instruments  in  the 
overthrow  of  the  mightiest  of  empires. 
But,  my  lords,  if  all  I  have  said  were 
to  be  disregarded ;  if  there  were  no  tradition 
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or  authority,  or  religious  influence  to  war- 
rant the  rejection  of  this  Bill,  I  should 
not  oppose  it  in  the  interest  of  society,  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  dignity  and  purity 
of  the  family  life ;  I  should  oppose  it  because  it 
is  ailculated  to  alter  the  relations  of  the  sexes 
in  a  way  most  serious  and  most  mischievous. 
The  connection  of  the  brother  and  sister  is 
delicate  and  tender,  and  so  ought  to  be  that  of 
the  brother-in-law  and  the  sister-in-law — a 
connection  of  love  and  trust,  without  the 
taint  of  passion  or  irregular  desire,  and  thus 
it  will  continue,  if  you  refuse  to  make  legal 
marriage  possible  between  them.  Temptation 
is  bred  of  opportunity,  and  dies  when  it  is 
lost." 

I  shall  say  no  more,  except  to  end,  as  I 
began,  with  the  hope  that  this  House  will 
not  pass  such  a  revolutionarj  measure  as 
this ;  but  will  grant  the  yery  reasonable 
and  modest  request  contained  in  the  peti- 
tions that  have  been  addressed  to  the 
House,  and  involved  in  the  resolution 
moved  by  the  Senator  from  Amherst,  to 
Wait  one  year,  to  give  Parliament  and 
the  country  time  to  consider  the  matter. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS— I  have  listened 
with  a  very  great  deal  of  attention,  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  this  discussion,  and 
have  endeavored,  if  possible,  to  hear  if 
anything  could  be  advanced  by  any  hon. 
gentleman,  that  would  tend,  in  any  way, 
to  shake  the  Ofdnion  which  I  had  formed 
in  the  past,  and  which  should  guide  me 
in  the  vote  which  I  shall  give 
on  the  present  occasion.  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  ably  as 
the  discussion  has  been  conducted 
on  both  sides,  from  the  beginning 
until  now,  1  am  really  more  strongly 
impressed  with  the  cori'ectness  of  the 
views  I  have  held  in  the  past,  than  I  was 
at  the  commencement  of  the  debate. 
The  only  argument  used  by  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  Bill,  for  the  purpose 
of  ailecting  the  vote  to  be  given  on  the 
question,  is  the  one  that  there  should  be 
delay  in  order  that  mora  light  may  be 
obtained  on  this  subject,  which  we  are 
told  has  been  discussed  for  the  laAt  1,8S0 
years,  and  hon.  gentlemen  ask  that  they 
may  have  1,881  years  in  order  to  form  a 
correct  opinion  upon  it.  It  has  also 
been  said  that  this  Bill  is  intended  to 
give  relief  to  a  few  individuals ;  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  if  this  law  had  not  been 
violated  by  a  few  persons,  thei'e  would 
have  been  no  debate  to-day,  there  would 
have  been  no  movement  in  the  country, 
and  there  would  have  bean  no  petitions 
Hon.  Mr.  Power, 


presented  before  the  House,  nor  would 
this  Bill  have  been  introduced.  Taking 
it  for  granted  that  this  statement 
is  substantially  correct,  and  fot 
the  purposes  of  my  argument,  I  auk 
willing  to  assume  that  it  is  so,  I 
ask  if  Parliament  has  not,  on  all 
occasions,  been  willing  to  afford  relief  ta 
even  one  humble  individual,  not  hun- 
dreds, as  we  are  told  in  this  case,  who^ 
havo  violated  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
who  are  now  asking  for  relief  at  the 
hands  of  Parliament]  I  say  Parlia- 
ment has  always  been  ready  to  give 
relief  to  individuals,  and,  besides,  we  are 
informed  that,  in  the  Province  of  Quebec^ 
the  children  of  these  marriages  are  in** 
capable  of  inheriting  property,  and,  in 
fact,  that  under  the  law,  as  it  stands  in 
that  Province,  they  are  ill^ti  mates. 
The  parties  who  have  entered  into  the 
bonds  of  matrimony  under  these  cir- 
cumstances did  not  believe  they  were 
violating  the  law,  for,  had  they  so 
believed,  they  had  only  to  cross  the  bor- 
ders, and  enter  into  those  bonds  without 
violating  the  laws  of  the  neighboring 
Bepublic,  and  could  return  to  Canada  to 
live  as  man  and  wife.  Now,  we  are 
informed  that  we  are  not  to  go  to  the 
United  States  to  obtain  lessons  on  public 
morality.  I  grant,  it  if  you  please. 
Another  hon.  gentleman  has  based  his 
argument  on  the  fact  that  England  has 
refused  this  Bill  for  years  and,  therefore, 
Canada  ought  to  refuse  it  also.  I  do 
not  think,  hovever,  we  should  be 
asked  to  look  to  countries  that  have  re- 
fused to  pass  this  measure,  but  rather  to 
the  colonies  and  countries  Uiat  hare 
adopted  it,  to  ascertain  what  the  effect 
of  such  a  law  has  been.  I  ask  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  has  based  his  argument 
— a  very  able  one  it  was,  from  his  point 
of  view  (but  very  illogical) — what  the 
effect  of  such  a  law  is,  or  has  been,  in 
countries  where  it  has  been  adopted  ? 
We  are  asked  to  believe  that  it  will  have 
a  bad  effect  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada^ 
that  it  will,  in  |)oint  of  fact,  shock  the 
moral  sense  of  the  community.  We 
know  that  it  has  not  produced  injury 
elsewhere  when  adopted,  and  its  effect 
here,  I  believe,  will  be  to  set  at  lest  & 
question  that  we  desire  to  have  settled. 
I  desire  that  we  should  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  colonies  of  Gi^at  Britain^ 
the      United     States    and     the    coum- 
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tries  of  Europe — Germany  and  Switzer- 
land— where  this  law  prevails,  and 
draw  our  inferences  as  to  its  effects 
in  those  countries,  rather  than  from 
countries  that  have  opposed  it  from 
time  immemorial,  and  still  continue  to  do 
so.  I  admit  that  there  are  many  things 
we  might  copy  from  English  legislation, 
but  I  ask  my  hon.  friend  from  Frederic- 
ton  if  there  is  any  force  in  his  argument, 
that  we  should,  in  every  instance,  assimi- 
late our  laws  to  those  of  England  1 
Would  the  Statute  have  been  passed  in 
Canada,  which  is  now  in  force — I  allude 
to  the  abolition  of  the  law  of  primogeni- 
ture— if  we  were  to  follow  the  law  of 
England  1  Does  the  hon.  gentleman 
wish  U8  to  repeal  that  law,  in  order  to 
assimilate  our  legislation  to  that  of  Eng- 
land )  It  was  an  Act  which  met  with  the 
approval  of  the  people  of  Canada,  and  I 
have  never  heard  one  word  said  against 
it  from  that  day  to  this,  nor  do  I  believe 
that  there  is  a.  solitary  individual  who 
desires,  to-da>,  to  see  that  law  repealed. 
Another  suggestion  is  that  this  Bill 
should  have  a  suspending  clause,  if  it 
is  passed,  but  I  think  that,  as  every  law 
passed  here  is  liable  to  be  disallowed 
within  two  years  by  the  home  authorities, 
then,  I  say,  if  that  is  the  case,  instead 
of  postponing  the  passage  of  this  Bill,  it 
is  a  more  urgent  reason  why  we  should 
pass  it  at  once,  for,  if  there  are  two 
years  within  which  it  can  be  disallowed, 
we  may,  at  the  end  of  that  term,  have  to 
begin  de  novo.  It  has  been  stated  in 
this  debate  that  the  Act  passed  in  Aus- 
tralia wai^  not  allowed  for  two  years,  and 
it  did  not  receive  the  Hoyal  assent  until 
it  had  been  passed  the  second  time  by 
the  Australian  Parliament. '  This  being 
the  case,  the  sooner  we  pass  this  Bill  the 
better.  We  are  bound  to  i)ass  it,  and  to 
give  relief  to  those  who  seek  it.  No 
persons  are  more  likely  to  come  for  relief 
to  Parliament  than  those  who  are  affected 
by  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  I  have  no 
friends  of  my  own  seeking  relief,  and, 
therefore,  I  do  not  speak  from  any  in- 
terested point  of  view,  as  it  is  not  a  mat- 
ter of  the  slightest  consequence  tg  me, 
personally,  whether  the  Bill  passes  or  not ; 
but  I  do  hope,  in  the  interest  of  those 
who  seek  relief  at  our  hands,  that  hon. 
gentlemen  will  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Am- 
herst. It  may  be,  upon  his  part,  very 
lion.  Mr,  Gibbs. 


good  tactics  to  introduce  his  motion 
in  the  shape  he  has  framed  it;  it 
may  le,  as  an  old  parliamentarian, 
that  he  expects,  by  this  method,  to 
defeat  the  Bill,  but  I  think  it  would  have 
been  a  more  straightforward  and  a  more 
manly  way  to  have  met  the  Bill  squarely 
upon  its  merits,  and  let  the  vote  be  taken 
upon  its  merits.  I  agree  with  my  hon. 
friend  opposite  (Mr.  Macfftrlane),  when 
he  said  it  was  an  endeavor  to  catch  those 
who  were  undecided  m  their  opinions.  To 
such,  the  amendment  of  my  hon.  friend 
from  Amherst  comes  as  a  relief,  because, 
in  voting  for  it,  they  feel  that  they  are 
not  voting  against  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  but  are  simply  asking  for  its  post- 
ponement. Is  there  an  hon.  gentleman 
in  this  House  who  would  rise  in  his  place 
and  say  that  he  expects,  by  this  time 
twelve  months,  he  will  have  more  light 
than  he  has  at  the  present  moment  ?  I 
venture  to  say  that  there  has  not  been  a 
single  argument  adduced  in  this  debate 
from  the  Scriptures  that  bears  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  if  the  hon,  cjentleman  who  did 
quote  from  Leviticus  had  read  the  whole- 
chapter,  the  sense  of  the  House  would 
have  been  against  his  interpretation  of  it. 
I  am  bound  to  say  this :  that  hon.  gentle- 
men cannot  vote  upon  this  question  on 
any  other  principle  than  according  to 
their  own  convictions,  and  I  admit  that 
it  is  very  difficult  to  overcome  one's  pre- 
judices. If,  in  early  life,  we  have  imbibed 
certain  views — religious  ones  particularly 
— I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  rid  of 
them  in  after  life;  no  matter  how  one 
may  reason  upon  them,  they  cleave 
closely  to  him  all  through  his  natural 
life.  I  know,  also,  the  respect  that  is 
paid  by  members  of  any  church  to  the 
doctrines  and  teachings  of  that  church,, 
whatever  they  may  be,  and,  although  I 
am  at  ^U  tiroes  disposed,  myself,  to  give 
due  respect  to  opinions  coming  from  high 
authority  of  that  kind,  yet,  when  they 
come  into  conflict  with  my  own  convic- 
tions, I  put  them  aside,  and  act  accord- 
ing to  my  own  views.  I  must  confess 
my  surprise  at  the  paucity  of  the  argu- 
ments that  have  been  placed  before  this 
House  in  opposition  to  this  Bill.  I  do 
not  believe,  and,  if  I  stated  my  own  con- 
victions, I  would  add  that  I  doubt  very 
much  if  hon,  gentlemen  who  advanced 
those  arguments  before  this  House  think 
that  the  passage  of  this  ?ill   will  create 
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wich  a  revolution  in  the  country  as  they 
would  fain  make  us  believe.  I  am  satis- 
fied this  measure  would  be  accepted  by  the 
people  as  the  settlement  of  a  vexed  ques- 
tion, and  I,  for  one,  would  be  very  sorry, 
-coming  so  recently  into  this  ^  hon. 
Plouse,  to  find  it  arrayed  against  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  after  its 
having  pronounced  itself  in  such  an  un- 
mistakable manner  upon  this  ques- 
tion. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL.— At  this  late  hour 
And  protracted  stage  of  the  debate,  I 
fully  recognize  the  propriety  of  confining 
my  remarks  within  a  limited  space,  f 
rise  to  support  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  hon.  member  from  Amherst,  and 
I  must  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  the 
severe  comments  which  have  been  made 
upon  it  are  not  justified.  It  has  been 
alleged  that  post|>onement  of  the  Bill  has 
not  been  asked  for.  I  think  the  hon. 
gentleman  shewed  most  distinctly  and 
most  cl3arly,  as  did  other  hon.  gentle- 
men, during  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  petitions  presented  to  this 
House  against  the  Bill,  have,  all  of 
them,  asked  that  it  should  either  be 
rejected  or  postponed  for  one  year ;  and, 
consequently,  the  amendment  which  has 
been  proposed  is  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  prayer  of  the  i)etitioners.  Those 
petitions  are  numerous.  It  has  been 
stated  t^hat  there  have  been  over  sixty  of 
them.  I  have  hurriedly  counted  them,' 
but  have  not  reached  that  number.  I 
remark,  however,  that  the  petitions  for 
the  Bill  up  to  the  day  before  yesterday 
amounted  to  only  two,  and  I  think,  with 
my  hon.  friend  from  Fredericton,  that 
the  thirty-six  petitions  which  were 
bound  together,  presented  at  one  time, 
and  came  from  one  city,  might  with  all 
propriety  be  regarded  as  one  petition. 
If  so,  we  have  the  fact,  worthy,  surely, 
of  some  consideration,  that  there  are 
sixty  petitions  against  the  Bill,  and  only 
three  in  its  favor.  It  must  be  admitted 
that  j  there  is  a  great  deal  of  feeling, 
both  within  and  without  this  House, 
with  regard  to  this  question,  which  has 
been  long  before  the  public,  and  has  de- 
veloped a  wide  divergence  of  opinion  ; 
it  must,  therefore,  be  approach^  with 
great  consideration  in  order  to  form  a 
correct  judgment  upon  it.  I  have  lis- 
tened very  carefully  to  the  entire  debate, 
4ind  I  am  constrained  to  say  that,  either 
Hon.  Mr.  VMs, 


I  have  seriously  misapprehended  the 
statements  that  havo  been  made  in  the 
House  justifying  the  introduction  of  this 
measure,  or  the  House  misapprehends 
the  real  character  of  the  agitation  in 
favor  of  the  Bill.  It  has  been  alleged 
that  great  sufferino:  prevails  in  the  com- 
munity on  account  of  the  nresent  state 
of  the  law.  I  -  will  ask  hon.  gentle- 
men has  there  been  one  pe.'ition  pre- 
sented to  this  House  from  any  person 
who  claims  to  have  suffered  in  the  least 
degree  from  the  operation  of  the  law  as 
it  now  stands  1  Has  there  been  one  single 
case  of  hardship  or  injustice  presented  to 
the  House  to  shew  that  this  Bill — so 
subversive  of  long-established  institu- 
tions— is  really  necessary  to  remedy  it  1 
or,  has  proof  been  adduced  that  any  evils 
have,  in  this  country,  resulted  from  the 
present  law  )  We  have  had  strong  state- 
ments und  fancy  pictures  of  domestic  un- 
happiness  presented  as  evils  necessarily 
connected  with  the  law,  as  it  has  been  for 
centuries,  and  equally  fanciful  pictures 
have  been  painted  in  glowing  colors  of  ' 
the  beneficial  results  that  will  follow  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  before  us,  but  none  of 
those  illustrations  will  bear  examination. 
My  hon.  friend  from  Belleville  (Mr. 
Flint)  gave  a  very  pathetic  illustration 
to  shew  how  suitable  it  is  for  the  sister  of 
a  deceased  wife  to  take  charge  of  the  chil- 
dren she  might  leave  behind,  and  how 
desirable  that  the  husband  should  marry 
her,  rather  than  bring  in  a  stranger ;  but, 
in  order  to  secure  the  carrying  out  of  his 
views,  he  would  have  to  make  this  law 
compulsory,  obliging  him  to  marry  her, 
for  he  seems  to  forget  that  the  man 
would  have  some  freedom  of  choice  in  the 
matter,  and,  although  he  might  have  the 
sister-in-law  there,  he  might  fancy  some 
other  woman  for  a  helpmate,  and  the 
dreaded  results  might  follow.  But,  apart 
from  these  social  considerations,  I  would 
rather  urge  the  point  to  which  I 
have  alluded :  that  no  person  has 
come  before  this  House  to  shew 
that  any  evil  result  whatever  has  flowed 
from  this  law,  as  it  stands,  and  the  peti- 
tions that  have  come  have  not  asked  us 
to  remedy  an  evil,  but  simply  to  pass 
this  Bill.  They  are  not  the  outcry  of  a 
sufleHng  people  coming  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  relief  ;  they  are  got  up  at  the 
request  of  parties  in  the  House  who  have 
desired  to  sustain   the    Bill  by   getting 
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this  outside  help.  That  is,  practically, 
the  character  of  the  petitions  that  have 
been  presented  in  its  favor.  Much  has 
been  said  about  the  state  of  the  law,  on 
this  subject,  in  England,  I  will  admit 
that,  in  England,  thet*e  is  ample  room 
for  agitation  on  this  question.  I  am  not 
surprised  that  there  are  petitions,  signed 
by  thousands  of  people,  presented  to  tbe 
British  Parliament,  asking  relief  from  a 
real  practical  difficulty  in  the  law,  as  it 
fitands  there.  But  we  are  not  under 
that  law ;  no  law  is  iu  force  in  Canada, 
declaring  those  marriages  void:  In 
England,  they  are  under  an  actually 
oppressive  law — a  law  which,  were  I  in 
England,  I  would  do  all  in  my  power,  if 
not  to  repeal,  at  least  so  to  amend  it  as 
to  remove  the  clauses  which  bar  the 
issue  of  such  marriages  from  inheritance 
of  their  fathers'  property.  My  hon.  friend 
from  Woodstock  has  told  us  that  great 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  westeni 
paits  of  Ontario  in  consequence  of  our 
law,  and  that  many  people,  on  account  of 
it,  had  to  go  to  the  United  States  to  get 
married.  I  question  if  he  could  produce 
Any  cases  of  parties  who  went  to  the 
United  States  to  be  married  because  the 
law  of  Ontario  makes  such  maniage 
illegal  if  it  takes  place  here.  The  law  of 
Ontario  does  not  make  such  marriages 
illegal,  and,  if  people  go  to  Buffalo, 
Detroit,  or  other  American  cities  to  get 
married,  it  is  dimply  because  it  is  con- 
venient for  them  to  go  there,  or  it  suits 
their  purpose  in  some  other  way.  There 
is  not,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  any 
law  which  throws  any  obsticle  in  the 
way  of  those  unions,  or  disinherits  the 
issue  of  such  marriages.  I  challenge  any 
hon.  gentleman  here  to  produce  any  sin- 
gle instance  on  record  where  a  court  in 
Ontario  has  decided  that  the  issue  of  one 
of  those  marriages  is  illegitimate!  It 
cannot  be  done.  Whence,  then,  this  cry 
for  relief  1  Where  this  oppression 
that  the  people  are  groaning  under) 
The  community  has  never  asked 
for  this  Bill,  for  the  people  have 
not  suffered  from  the  evils  com- 
plained of.  Now,  let  us  look 
■at  the  relation  of  this  question  to 
the  Province  of  Quebec.  I  believe,  from 
the  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  hon. 
members,  that  the  issue  of  such  mairiages 
are  not  considered  to  be  the  lawful  heirs 
to  the  proi)erty  of  their  father,  should  he 
Jffon.  Mr,  Vidal. 


die  intestate.  Supposing  it  is  so,  are  we, 
hon.  gentlemen,  legislating  for  the  par- 
ticular interests  of  a  few  individuals  in 
that  one  Province  ?  Is  not  that  a  ques- 
tion which  is  solely  and  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Provincial  Legislature) 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  marriage  is, 
but  as  to  this  question  of  holding  pro- 
peity,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  to  the  pro- 
vincial legislature  is  confided  the  duty . 
of  legislating  with  respect  to  property 
and  civil  rights )  and  can  we  constitu- 
tionally legislate  to  say  that  the  issue  of 
such  marriages  shall  be  heirs-at-law  ? 
They  certainly  ought  to  get  that  relief; 
but  it  is  the  local  legislature  alone  that 
should  grant  it.  I  am  very  much  sui*- 
prised  at  the  assent  that  has  been  given 
in  the  other  Chamber  to  the  Bill  now 
before  us.  Gentlemen  whose  battle- 
cry  has  been  :  Notre  religion,  notre 
langue,  et  nos  lois,  have  advocated 
and  voted  for  the  passing  of  a  measure 
in  direct  contradiction  to  the  law  of  the 
church  to  which  they  belong,  and  are 
asking  this  Legislature  to  interfere  with 
those  laws  which  they  value  so  highly, 
and  which  one  would  suppose  they  would 
desire  to  keep  in  force.  But  I  have 
other  and  more  serious  objections  to  the 
Bill  than  its  being  unnecessary  and  un- 
asked for,  and  the  chief  is  that  it  may 
possibly  be  a  measure  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  Divine  law.  I  piesnme  that,  if  it 
could  be  distinctly  shewn  that  it  were  so, 
this  House  would  not  commit  itself  to 
any  such  legislation.  One.  part  of  this 
Bill  is,  in  my  judgment,  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly a  conti-avention  of  Divine  law. 
I  have  not  the  least  Hesitation 
whatever  in  saying  that  I  re- 
gard the  part  of  the  first  clause  le- 
galizing the  marriage  of  a  man  with  the 
widow  of  his  deceased  brother  as  contrary 
to  Divine  law,  and  I  could  not  consent 
to  the  passing  of  this  Bill  while  it  con- 
tains such  a  provision.  Although  my 
objection  is  not  so  strong  against  the 
first  clause,  I  have  very  serious  doubts 
even  as  to  the  propriety  of  legalizing 
marriage  with  the  sister  of  a  deceased 
wife.  If  it  should  be  so,  that  this  Bill 
is  in  contravention  of  the  Divine  law, 
what  aro  we  about  to  do  1  Do  we  sup- 
pose that  we  can  improve  on  the  govern- 
ment and  laws  of  the  Almighty  ?  Is  it 
not  a  fact  that  every  law  He  has  given 
to  man   has  been   designed    for    man's 
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good  1  He  does  not  condescend  to  ex- 
plain all  the  reasons  for  giving  that  law, 
or  all  the  results  to  flow  from  it ;  if  He 
has  laid  down  a  law  barring  such  mar- 
riages, I  maintiiin  it  is  for  the 
good  of  humanity.  None  of  His 
laws  are  arbitrary  enactments,  but 
command  or  prohibit,  because  the 
doing  of  this,  or  the  refraining  fronf 
that,  are  conducive  to  man's  health  and 
liappiness.  I  think,  under  the  circum- 
stances, we  ought  to  be  very  careful 
indeed  to  confine  ourselves  to  that  kind 
of  legislation  which  is  clearly  within  our 
jurisdiction,  as  I'elating  to  things  earthly 
rather  than  spiritual.  I  should  have  no 
hesitation  whatever  in  supporting  a  bill 
which  declared  merely  as  to  property 
that  the  children  of  these  marriages 
should  be  considered  as  lawful  inheritors 
of  it,  but  I  do  object  to  see  on  the  Statute 
book  of  our  country  an  act,  the  terms  of 
which  may  be  said  to  be  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  Divine  law.  There 
is  manifestly  a  great  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  whether  it  is  so  or  not  *  The 
Catholic  Church  of.  Home,  a  very  large 
and  influential  body  of  Christisms,  by  its 
laws — not  enacted  as  of  its  own  will  and 
authority,  as  we  make  laws  here,  but 
drawn  from  the  law  of  God,  declare  this 
affinity  a  bar  to  marriage,  although  grant- 
ing a  dispensation  in  some  particular 
cases.  Then  look  at  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, comprising  such  lai^  numbers  of 
highly  educated  and  talented  theologians 
of  unquestioned  wisdom  and  piety,  who 
affirm  clearly  that  this  affinity  is,  by  the 
word  of  Qod,  a  bar  to  marriage.  Do  these 
opinions  count  for  nothing  ?  I  would 
not,  for  a  moment,  accept  their  authority 
as  a  mere  church  law,  of  human  origin, 
but  I  do  accept  these  chnrch  laws  as 
evidence  that,  in  the  opinion  of  these 
great  and  learned  men,  such  marriages 
are  forbidden  by  the  law  of  God.  Then 
take  the  Presbyterian  Church — strong 
in  numbers  and  influence,  in  piety  and 
talent — and  we  find  in  the  "  Confession 
of  Faith,"  their  authorized  standard  of 
church  law,  they  have  it  laid  down, 
among  the  rules  drawn  from  the  Scrip- 
tures, that  *'  A  man  may  not  marry 
any  of  his  wife's  kindred  nearer  in  blood 
than  he  may  of  his  own."  I  would  not 
adhere  to  that  view  merely  because  given 
as  the  rule  of  a  church.  I  am  too  inde- 
pendent, and  too  free  to  be  bound  down 
UoTi.  Mr.  Vidal. 


by  doctrines,  the  mere  commandments  of 
men,  but  I  do  consider  that,  when  the 
opinion  of  those  wise  and  good  men,  who 
have  carefully  and  prayerfully  studied 
the  {Scriptures,  is,  that  the  law  of  God 
prohibits  this  kind  of  marriage,  it  should 
have  great  weight  with  us.  I  say  that- 
these  three  great  churches,  by  their  stan- 
dards, have,  for  centuries,  upheld  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  PELLETIER— Not  the 
Catholic  one. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— I  take  these 
three  churches  by  their  accredited  stan- 
dards, and  I  challenge  any  man  to  say 
that  they  do  not  disapprove  of  such 
marriages.  I  think,  without  going  into 
arguments  that  are  not  fit  for  the  floor  of 
this  House — ^for  the  discussion  on  the 
Scriptures  is  better  fitted  for  a  forum  of 
a  different  nature — ^these  churches  all 
bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that, 
in  their  opinion,  the  law  of  God 
requires  that  there  should  be  a 
bar  to  this  kind  of  marriage.  Is  all 
that  testimony  valueless  f  Are  we  to 
say  that  there  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion,  or  are  we  to  be  like  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Belleville,  who  seemed 
to  think  that  his  ipse  dixit  was  to  sweep 
all  these  bars  to  the  winds  )  This  being 
the  testimony  of  such  a  large  number  of 
persons  who  are  so  well-fitted  to  form  a 
judgment,  we  should  hesitate  before 
venturing  to  say  that  they  are  entirely 
wrong,  and  I  think  it  is  a  wise  thing  to 
give  an  opportunity,  which  I  think  will 
be  taken  advantage  of,  to  have  this  sub- 
ject thoroughly  discussed  by  the  churches 
and  the  people,  and  some  decision 
arrived  at,  that  may  be  a  guide  and 
assistance  to  Parliament  at  its  next 
session. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOYD— It  is  with  some^ 
reluctance  that  I  venture  to  offer  a  re- 
mark on  this  question,  the  more  so  be- 
cause, while  very  grave  differences  of 
opinion  exist  between  good  men  of  both 
sides,  whose  judgment  I  respect,  to  me 
it  seems  so  clear,  and  the  interests  in- 
volved in  the  early  and  just  settle- 
ment of  it  so  great,  that  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  join  those  who  may  press  for 
au  immediate  decision,  and  that  in  favor 
of  the  Bill  which  In  now  before  this 
hon.  House.  It  has  been  said  by  my 
hon.  friends  the  members  from  Amherst, 
Toronto  and  Fredericton,  that  the  people 
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liave  not  asked  for  it ;  that  few  petitions 
have  been  sent  up  for,  and  many  against 
it ;  but  this  is  a  question  which  does  not 
take  hold  of  the  public  mind  ;  because  it 
is  not  one  which  touches  the  country's 
pride   or  its  purse,   it  is    passed    over 
with  the  remark  :   '^  A  mere  questioa  of 
family  relations,  and  not  likely  to  affect 
me  or  mine,"  say  too  many.     But  it  has 
been  discussed  very  widely  in  the  Old 
Country,  Australia  and  the  TJnited  States. 
In  the  latter  it  has  been  decided  favorably, 
anc  in  Britain,  the  House  of  Commotis, 
after  years  of  discussion,  passed  it  by  a 
•large  majority.     It  is  yearly  growing  in 
favor  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  it  must 
succeed,  for  in  all  these  discussions,  so  far 
•as  I   have  seen — and  I  have  followed 
them  with   some  degree  of  interest — I 
have  not  mot  one  argument  lo.  convince 
me  that  it  was  wrong,  for  neither  from 
pulpit,  platform  or  press  have  I  heard  or 
seen  any  reason  that  can  weigh  against 
those  which  have  been  adduced  in  favor 
of  the  principle  of  this  BUI.     The  main 
appeal  has  been  to  the  Soriptures.     Here, 
one  party  rests  their  case,  and  they  have 
so     far    been     singularly    unfortunate. 
They  involved  the  question  in  such  a 
labyrinth  of  difBculties  that  in  many  cases 
they  Wei's  forced  to  leave  this  ground  and 
seek  that'    on    which    we   stand  when 
discussing  th«  ordinary  afiairs  of  life  and 
duty,  of  which  matrimony  is  one.     Even 
CaxtU^al  Wiseman,  as  has  been  quoted 
by  the  hon.   member  from  York,  is  in 
favor  of    this    Bill,   for    the    poor,  as 
necessary  in    their  case,   and  will    be 
productiveonly  of  good  for  them,  therefore, 
it  is  right  in  his  view,  and  may  be  obtain- 
ed  by  the  wealthy  for  a  consideration. 
Standing  upon  this  ground,  I  have  put 
the  case  to  my  own  judgment  in  every 
conceivable  shape.    I  can  see  nothing  in  it 
but  what  is  purely  sentimental.     Even 
this  has  its  weight,  and  we  are  bound  to 
respect  it;  but  there  is  sentiment  also 
on  the  other  side,  and  more  than  senti- 
ment, there  are  realities  which  have  come 
home  to  many  a  household ;   and  men 
and  women,  pure  as  ever  lived,   have 
•been  branded  with  disgrace,  and  made  to 
feel  the  humiliating  mark  placed  upon 
them    until    their  death.      And   why? 
Because  certain    prejudices  have    been 
framed  into  a  law.     Great  names   have 
been  quoted  in  defence  of  certain  views. 
Men  in    authority    desired    to    pursue 

Hon,  Mr,  Boyd, 


a  certain  course,  and  this  was  made 
easy  to  them  by  those  whose  policy 
it  was  to  please,  but  as  in  political  mat- 
ters, so  in  spiritual,  or  what  is  called 
spiritual,  it  is  not  always  safe  to  be  led 
by  great  names,  as  even  the  best  of  men 
have  at  times  been,  unwittingly,  the  vic- 
tims of  prejudice.  They  desire  to  believe 
a  certain  thing ;  they  frame  it  into  a 
dogma,  and,  instead  of  ((oing  to  the  law 
and  the  testimony  for  the  Truth,  they,  out 
of  their  own  desires,  frame  a  policy — ^they 
go  to,  and  frame  arguments  from  it,  in 
defence  of  this  policy,  and  thus  even  good 
men  have  been  led  astray  j  and  the  old 
lines  of  Bums  have  been  in  order  in  their 
case: — 

<<  Some  books  are  lies  frae  end  to  end, 

And  some  great  lies  were  never  penned. 

£*en  Ministers  they  hae  been  kenned 
In  holy  rapture ; 

A  rousin'  whid  at  times  to  vend 
And  nairt  wi  scripture  i '' 

Confounding  the  Moral  with  the  Cere- 
monial— that  which  is  for  all  time,  with 
that  which  was  merely  for  a  dispensation 
which  passed  away  some  1800  years 
ago — men  have  framed  a  plea  fix)m  the 
Old  Testament  to  sustain  their  opposition 
to  this  Bill ;  but  it  goes  too  far.  They 
say  it  meets  their  case ;  let  us  read  it : 
"  Neither  shalt  thou  take  a  wife  to  her 
sister,  to  vex  her  besides  the  other  in 
her  (iJbe  wife's)  lifetime."  "We  may  not 
marry  our  wife's  sister  while  she  lives — 
that  is  all ;  they  forget  that  we  may,  by 
a  parity  of  reasoning,  when  she  dies ; 
and  not  only  so,*  but  while  prohibited 
from  vexing  our  wife,  by  wedding  her 
sister  while  she  lives,  we  are  at  perfect 
liberty,  according  to  this  law,  to  wed  her 
after  the  death  of  the  wife,  and,  from  the 
example  of  the  good  men  of  that  day,  to 
w«d  her  ^.nd  any  other  man's  wife's 
sister  also,  and  there  is  no  restriction  on 
the  number  that  might  be  thus  wed  ;  so 
that  if  this  law  is  of  any  force,  we  must 
take  it  with  all  that  it  commanded,  and 
all  that  it  permitted.  Under  it  hon. 
gentlemen  might  establish  Harems  in  this 
country — ^they  njiight  introduce  the  abom- 
inations of  polygamy,  now  happily  con- 
fined to  Utah  and  a  few  other  places  not 
recognised  in  Christian  circles.  The 
same  law  to  which  appeal  is  had  against 
this  Bill,  if  we  take  it  in  all  its  fulness, 
would  regulate  our  appetites  in  eveiy 
direction ;  our  domestic  economies ;  what 
we  should  eat,  drink  and  avoid ;  how  we 
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should  bear  on  ourselves  the  Sabbath, 
with  other  purely  local  and  ceremonial 
enactments,  adapted  to  a  barbarous, 
untutored  people  in  those  early  ages — a 
people  who  treated  woman  as  inferior, 
placing  upon  her  heavy  burdens,  and 
degrading  her,  in  almost  every  position 
in  life.  Even  this  law,  to  which  appeal 
is  had,  ordered  that,  on  the  birth  of  a 
female  child,  the  purification  attendant 
should  be  double  that  of  a  male.  These 
laws  are  attempted  to  be  set  beside  those 
which  are  for  all  time,  and  against  laws 
which  commend  themselves  to  our  better 
nature,  and  which  will  last  when  those  of 
mere  ceremonialism  shall  have  for  ever 
passed  away.  If  marriage  were  aught 
else  but  a  civil  contract  between  man 
and  woman,  which  I  hold  it  is,  we  might 
be  inclined  to  yield  our  judgment  to 
spiritual  courts,  and  to  the  decrees  of 
spiritual  teachers.  It  is  a  subject  which 
belongs  to  the  State  ;  to  be  regulated  only 
by  the  State,  aad  Parliament,  therefore, 
is  the  proper  place  to  deal  with  it.  We 
ought  not  to  give  up  our  powers  to  another 
court ;  we  cannot  guard  these  too  care- 
fully, or  uphold  them  with  too  much 
jealousy.  But  even  in  spiritual  circles, 
opinions  widely  differ.  My  lion,  friend 
from  Montreal  will  be  met  by  my  hon. 
friend  from  Toronto,  each  With  a  list  of 
great  names  against  the  opinions  of  the 
other.  One  of  the  most  distinguished 
clergymen  in  the  Wesleyan  Church  had 
to  leave  England  and  come  to  this  coun- 
try, and  remain  here  for  a  length  of  time, 
to  marry  his  deceased  wife's  sister,  and 
to  avoid  the  annoyances  consequent  upon 
it  I  know  a  case  of  one  of  the  most 
pure  and  amiable  ladies  in  the  Dominion, 
a  model  wife,  a  good  mother  to  her 
sister's  children,  and  yet  her  family  have 
discarded  her,  and,almost  broken  hearted, 
she  is  no  longer  recognized  by  them.  My 
hon.  friend  from  Sarnia  has  challenged 
us  to  name  one  case  where  parties  had 
to  leave  this  country  to  efiect  such  a 
marriage.  I  can  name  two  such  cases 
where  I  had  myself  to  act  as  the  guide 
from  St.  John  to,Eastport,  on  missions 
of  this  kind.  I  might  muhiply  such 
cases,  but  this  one,  will,  I  doubt  not, 
suggest  many  to  hon.  Senators,  who  have 
probably  had  like  knowledge,  and  why 
should  we  lend  our  sanction  to  a  continu- 
ance of  this  injustice  1  Why  cause  these 
heart-burnings  and  recriminations,  where 
Son.  Mr,  Bo7/d. 


there  ought  to  be  only  love  and  bar-- 
mony  1  Are  we  looking  for  more  light  ? 
Is  Parliament  unable  to  form  an  opinion  1 
What  are  we,  to  gain  by  postponement  ? 
And  must  we,  in  this  stage  of  the  world's 
progress,  wait  upon  spiritual  courts, 
while  they  pass  their  judgment 
upon  matters  purely  secular?  Make- 
laws,  if  you  please,  against  the  mar- 
riage  of  certain  degrees  of  blood  relation- 
ship, and  see  that  they  are  carried  out  in 
the  interests  of  future  generations.  Make 
a  law,  as  in  Sparta,  compelling  every 
man  of  the  age  of  25  to  marry,  or  pay  & 
tax  to  the  State — and  I  trust  that  this' 
law  will  include  my  hon.  friend  from 
Halifax,  who  says  there  are  many  women 
in  the  world,  but  yet  has  not  taken  one 
to  himself,  as  I  hope  he  will  ere  another 
session  of  this  House — ^but,  in  framing 
these  marriage- enactments,  omit  all  limits 
where  the  laws  of  nature  or  of  scripture 
have  set  no  limits.  Let  a  man  marry 
whomsoever  he  loves  and  is  loved  by, 
yea,  even  ^o  his  own  mother-in-law,  if  he 
hae  the  courage,  and  should  so  desire. 
At  the  present  time  those  delsiring  mai^ 
riage  with  their  pister  in-law  can  step 
across  the  border  line,  and  the  twain 
be  made  one  flesh.  Let  the  same  privilege 
be  accorded  here,  and  thus  remove  a 
barrier  which  is  useless,  indefensible,  and, 
I  believe,  wholly  evil.  Some  of  the  op- 
ponents of  this  measure  assume  to  be  the 
sole  defenders  of  woman's  purity,  dignity,, 
rights  and  privileges.  I  am  quite  wUling 
to  leave  with  woman  the  custody  of  her 
own  dignity  and  purity,  her  rights  and 
priviles^es  ;  to  leave  her  to  be  the  judge 
of  these  herself,  in  this  matter  of  mar- 
riage. I  would  say  to  those  who  are  un- 
fairly interfering  with  these  :  "  handa 
off,"  arid,  if  not,  there  will  always  be 
found  those,  who,  like  Mary  Fraticea 
Cobb,  Maria  S.  Rye  and  others,  who  can 
defend  themselves  against  the  stronger 
sex,  even  though  led  on  by  Bight  rev* 
bishops,  and  give  a  good  account  of  them- 
selves,  even  against  a  whole  General 
Assemby  of  Divines.  Let  ua  then, 
leave  these  questions  to  the  men  and 
women  interested  or  to  be  interested. 
If  a  man  or  woman  desire  to  marry^ 
let  him  or  her  do  so,  and  let  us  not  use 
our  power  to  force  either  party.  Differ- 
ences of  opinion  and  taste  always  have, 
and  will  exist ;  let  these  continue  with- 
out obstruction  from  us.     The  old  miniB- 
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ter,  discussing  this  point,  said  :  **  It  was 
well  there  were  such  differences  of  opin- 
ion, for,  if  everyone  had  been  of  my 
opinion,  they  would  all  have  wanted  my 
wife,"  while  his  deacon  replied,  that  "  if 
everyone  had  been  of  his  opinion,  no  one 
would  have  wanted  her."  These  differ- 
ences  of  opinion  are  wise  and  natural. 
Let  us  have  Free  Trade  in  these  things, 
coupled  with  j  ust  Protection  to  the  weaker. 
Let  us  not  interfere  where  our  interfer- 
ence will  be  evil,  or  we  may  find  our- 
selves tripped  up  at  every  step.  The  trans- 
gression of  Eve  seems  to  be  ever  before  the 
minds  of  certain  high  dignitaries  in  all 
ages,  and  for  this  alleged  sin  of  our  dear 
old  inquisitive  grandmother,  they  would 
pat  her  daughters  into  leading-strings 
for  evermore,  and  say  what  they  should 
do,  or  not  do,  in.  matters  in  which  they 
have  no  concern.  A  later  dispensation 
has  elevated  woman  to  her  proper  posi- 
tion. It  is  only  under  the  benign  influ- 
ence of  Christianity  that  woman  is  ac- 
corded lier  true  place.  Here  she  is  no 
longer  in  the  same  degree  as  formerly — 
the  slave  of  man's  wants  and  of  his  pas- 
sions. She  is  now  the  equal  in,  and  the 
helper  of,  his  home ;  oft«n  his  guide, 
always  his  best  counsellor  in  times  of 
difELculty  ;  his  stay  in  trouble,  as  I  know. 
In  that  great  trial  which  came  upon  so 
mmy  of  us  in  our  burning  city,  when 
men's  hearts  failed  them  for  fear,  woman 
only  was  equal  to  the  emergency,  and 
bore  us  up  with  her  strong  faith  and 
loving  sympathy.  "Whenever  a  man 
is  drawn  toward  such  an  one,  and  she 
reciprocates  his  love,  let  not  mere  senti- 
ment frame  a  law  to  prevent  their  union, 
for  "  whoso  findeth  a  wife  findeth  a  good 
thing."  There  are  plenty  of  ioamen  in 
the  world,  but  a  toife  is  not  so  easily  to 
be  had.  This  principle  of  love,  we  can 
talk  about  it,  but  who  can  estimate  its 
strength,  its  influence  for  good,  when 
rightly  exercised ;  its  influence  for  evil,' 
when  improperly  obstructed?  George 
Stephenson,  once  asked  by  a  lady.  What 
is  ijie  most  powerful  force  in  all  nature  1 
replied  :  ''  Madam,  it  is  the  eye  of  a  wor 
man  for  the  man  she  loves.  If  he  go  to 
the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth,  that  eye 
will  bring  him  back.  There  is  no  other 
force  in  all  nature  that  will  do  that" 
No  one  may  stand  between  a  woman 
and  the  man  she  loves.  '<  Neither  life 
nor  death ;  things  present  or  to  oome." 
Hon.  Mr,  Boyd, 


Nothing  more  inexpl»cable,  wonderful, 
beautiful  than  this  love  exists,  a  gi*and 
example  of  which  we  have  in  the  charac- 
ter of  Evadne,  as  drawn  by  Shiel, 
portrayed  by  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished cf  her  sex,  and  witnessed  by  hun- 
dreds in  Ottawa  last  evening — an  example 
which  ought  to  melt  the  most  obdurate 
woman-hater  or  woman-enslaver  in  Par- 
liament. And  where  such  devotion  ex- 
ists, and  it  only  does  exist  when  allied 
with  purity  and  tnith ;  and  where  no 
violation  of  God's  law  can  be  shewn  in 
permitting  it  to  declare  itself,  then,  hon. 
gentlemen,  I  believe  we  would  be  unjust 
to  our  kith  an<l  kin,  untrue  to  our  own 
nature,  and  unfair  to  those  who  have 
entered  into  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  or 
who  desire  thus  to  do,  under  the  relation- 
ship contemplated  by  the  framers  of  this 
Bill,  if  we  did  not  at  once  ordain  a  law 
which  has  only  the  opposition  of  mere 
sentiment,  and  against  which  there  has  not 
been  advanced  one  argument  that  I  have 
heard,  that  can  stand  the  test  of  reason 
or  the  light  of  Scripture.  For  these 
reasons,  then,  I  shall  vote  for  this  Bill. 
I  do  trust  that  this  House  will  shew 
itself  abreast  of  public  sentiment  by  sus- 
taining it  heartily  ;  and,  for  myself,  I  am 
glad  to  vote  for  a  Bill  that  has  been 
introduced  by  one  whom,  for  the  last 
thirty  years,  I  have  known  for  his  good 
works,  and  whom,  with  so  many  who 
know  him  throughout  this  Dominion,  I 
am  delighted  to  honor  and  respect 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  desire 
to  offer  a  very  few  remarks  in  explana- 
tion of  the  course  that  I  intend  to  pur- 
sue on  this  occasion.  I  intend  to  sup- 
port the  amendment  that  has  been 
moved  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Am- 
herst One  hon.  gentleman  says  that 
the  Christian  world  has  had  this  ques- 
tion before  them  for  1880  years,  and 
surely  the  Senate  did  not  want  another 
year  after  all  that  time  to  make  up  their 
minds.  I  shall  answer  that  by  saying 
that  it  is  not  to  make  up  my  own  mind, 
but  to  permit  those  I  represent  to  express 
their  opinion  at  another  meeting  of  Par- 
liament upon  a  measure  which  they  ct»r- 
tainly  did  not  contsmplate  would  be 
submitted  in  the  Legislature  this  session. 
It  is  not  because  I  hesitate  in  my  own 
opinion  upon  this  Bill,  but  because  this 
.question  was  not  before  the  people  of 
the  Province  that  I  represent  when   I 
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hst  was  face  to  face  with  them  ;  and 
they  have  this  further  disadvantage,  that 
their  geographical  position  renders  it 
more  difficult  to  communicate  with  them 
than  with  other  parts  of  the  Dominion. 
It  is  possible  that,  sometimes,  even 
British  Columbia  may  be  more  easily 
communicated  with  in  winter  than 
Piince  Edward  Island.  Looking  at  all 
these  things,  and  being,  as  I  am,  aware 
of  the  fact  that  many  men  connected 
with  my  Province,  for  whose  opinion  I 
have  the  very  highest  respect,  are  opposed 
to  the  marriages  legalized  by  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
support  the  amendment.  I  may  say  that 
the  views  which  I  entertain  with  regard 
to  the  Bill  itself  are  very  much  in  con- 
formity with  those  expressed  here  yes- 
teiday  and  repeated  to-day  by  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Richmond.  I  am  in  favor 
of  that  portion  of  the  Bill  which  permits 
marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister, 
but  I  am  not  in  favor  of  that  portion  of 
it  which  permits  marriage  with  the  widow 
of  a  deceased  brother.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances, even  if  I  were  aware  that  the 
opinions  of  the  people  of  my  Province 
were  in  favor  of  the  Bill,  I  could  not 
vote  for  it  in  its  present  shape.  It  is, 
therefore,  the  more  incumbent  on  me  to 
vote  for  delay.  I  will,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  touch  upon  a  few 
points  that  have  been  alluded  to  in  this 
debate.  In  any  remarks  that  have  fallen 
from  the  speakers  who  have  preceded 
me,  with  the  exception  of  the  hon.  Sena- 
tor who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  no 
allusion  was  made  to  special  cases  of 
hardship,  and  I  think  that  the  House 
can  readily  understand  the  reason.  No 
person  can  wish  to  have  paraded  before 
the  public  his  own  case  or  the  cases  of 
friends,  and,  therefore,  the  difficulties 
of  those  who  advocate  the  passage  of  this 
BDl  are  increased.  I  look  upon  this  mea- 
sure as  the  removal  of  a  disability.  Now, 
in  my  three-«oore  and  some  more  years, 
I  have  seen  several  disabilities  removed, 
and  I  remember  that,  previous  to  their 
removal,  terrible  consequences  were  con- 
templated. I  remember  the  sad  antici- 
pations that  were  indulged  in  when  the 
disabilities  of  Catholics  were  removed  ; 
but  no  such  evils  occuiTcd.  Then, 
again,  there  was  another  measure  which 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  session  after  session,  which 
Hon.  Mr.  Hawthorne, 


was  rejected  over  and  over  again,  but 
which,  finally,  was  passed — I  allude  to 
the  removal  of  the  disabilities  which 
prevented  Jews  from  sitting  in  Parlia- 
ment. That  was  a  measure  which  was 
very  unpopular,  not  only  in  Parliament, 
but  throughout  the  country.  The  dis- 
abilities were  removed,  and  how  many 
Jews  do  you  find  returned  to  Parlia- 
ment in  the  last  election  1  It  is  not 
hard  to  trace  who  is,  and  who  is  not,  a 
Jew,  for,  along  with  their  religious  and 
national  peculiarities,  they  preserve 
their  family  names  ;  and  anyone  who 
runs  his  eye  over  the  list  of  returned 
members,  can  see  that,  probably,  not  over 
half-a-dozen  J  ews  will  take  seats  in  the 
newly-elected  Parliament.  Now,  as  to 
the  religious  points  of  this  question, 
which  have  been  so  ably  discussed,  I 
may  say  that  I  have  given  them  careful 
consideration,  and  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that,  with  regard  to  the  mar- 
riage of  a  man  with  his  deceased 
wife's  sister,  there  is  no  scriptural  objec- 
tion. I  think  we  may  very  safely  ac- 
cept the  opinions  of  a  dignitary  of  the 
Boman  Catholic  Church  on  that  ques- 
tion, so  far  as  Boman  Catholics  are  con- 
cerned. We  have  the  opinions  of  Car- 
dinal Wiseman,  as  alluded  to  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Alma  (Mr.  Penny), 
and  they  are  very  emphatic  in  favor  of 
the  removal  of  this  disability.  In  the 
Episcopal  Church  we  have  the  opinions 
of  Archbishop  Whately,  also  emphati- 
cally expressed  in  favor  of  the  removal 
of  such  disabilities ;  and  when  I  find  two 
men,  holding  such  an  elevated  position 
as  those  two  ecclesiastics,  I  cannot  hesi- 
tate to  accept  their  opinion  as  conclusive 
upon  this  point.  The  hon.  Senator  from 
Fredericton  (Mr.  Odell)  alluded  to  a  nu- 
merous meeting  of  clergy  and  others  in 
London,  England.  While  I  am  willing 
to  attach  as  much  importance  to  a  meet- 
ing of  that  sort  as  it  is  worth,  it  must  be 
considered  that  it  was  not  held  in  our 
own  country  or  amongst  our  own  imme- 
diate countrymen.  What  is  far  more  to 
the  purpose,  and  should  weigh  more 
with  us,  is  the  fact  that  a  meeting  of  the 
Ministerial  Association  was  lately  held 
in  a  city  much  nearer  to  us  than  Lon- 
don— ^in  Montreal — for  whose  opin^'ons 
wo  ought  to  have  greater  respect.  It  was 
called  for  the  pui^pose  of  discuss- 
ing   this     question,     and,    though    not 
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^ery  numerously  attended,  I  find  that 
there  were,  among  those  present,  six 
ministers  of  different  persuasions,  all  of 
whom  expressed  the  opinion  that  there 
-was  no  scriptural  inhibition  against  such 
marriages,  and,  further,  that  they  ap- 
proved of  this  Bill.  That  was  the- 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  meeting.  So 
much  for  Protestant  opinion  on  the 
•subject.  Now,  I  think,  upon  a  question 
of  this  sort,  Jewish  opinion  is  worth 
something.  I  think  we  should  inquire 
what  has  been  the  practice  among  the 
Jews  with  respect  to  marriage  with,  a 
deceased  wife's  sister.  And  here,«again, 
I  have  a  competent  authority.  Whether 
he  is  a  native  of  British  North  AmeHca 
or  not,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  know  that 
Dr.  De  Sola  occupies  a  very  important 
position  in  one  of  our  leading  educa- 
tional establishments,  as  Professor  of 
Hebrew,  at  McGill  University  : — 

"  As  regards  Jewish  authoritative  opinion, 
this  unquestionably  has  always  been  in  favor 
of  such  marriages,  because  the  synagogue 
(the  eecUna  doeens  of  Judaism)  has  always 
regarded  them  as  in  accordance  with  the  will 
of  Gk>d,  and  as  instituted  in  the  law  which 
he  commanded  his  servant  Moses.  The  pro- 
priety  of  such  marriages  has  never  been 
questioned  by  Jewish  teachers,  ancient  or 
modem.  •  •  •  •  •  As  regards 
marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister,  this 
has  always  been  permitted  by  the  Jewish 
Church,  and  practised  by  the  Jewish  people. 
The  passage  in  Leviticus  Jz viii,  18,  sometimes 
appealed  to  as  prohibiting  such  marriages, 
according  to  received  Jewish  interpretation, 
and  also  in  accordance  with  strict  grammatical 
analysis,  should  read  thus : — " 

I  will  not  trouble  this  hon.  House  by 
again  quoting  this  verse,  which  has 
been  done  once  or  twice  already  this 
evening.  I  will  only  say  that  Dr.  De 
Sola's  translation  is  substantially  the 
same  as  the  English  version.  Here 
is  the  opinion  of  a  learned  Hebrew 
professor  of  our  day,  telling  us  empha- 
tically that  the  Jews  have  always  re- 
garded such  marriages  as  in  accordance 
with  the  law  of  God.  With  the  opinion 
of  these  high  authorities  in  favor  of  the 
legality  of  such  marriages,  I,  for  one, 
can  have  no  difficulty  in  forming  an 
opinion  upon  that  point  Then,  my  hon. 
friend  opposite  (Mr.  Macfariane),  whose 
speech  I  very  much  admired,  and  whose 
sentiments  I  generaliy  concurred  in,  re- 
ferred to  the  fact  that  bills  similar  to  this 
had  passed  the  British  House  of  Com- 
juons  seven  times.  In  saying  so  he 
Hon,  Mr,  Haythorne. 


answered  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Odell), 
who  thought  that  the  Bill  had  been  more 
frequently  rejected  than  passed  by  the 
British  House  of  Commons.  One  fact 
has  escaped  the  observation  of  both  hon. 
gentlemen  ;  it  is  that,  although  a  mea- 
sure may  have  been  rejected  twenty^ 
times,  it  needs  only  to  be  carried  once, 
and,  when  it  has  been  carried  so  often  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  by  such 
large  majorities,  indicating  a  very 
general  consensus  of  opinion  in  its  favor 
in  Great  Britain,  it  does  seem  a  great 
stretch  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Lords  to  reject  it  so  often  as 
they  have.  I  quite  agree  that 
this  House  is  a  sort  of  reflection 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  should 
occupy  in  the  Canadian  Parliament 
a  positioi^  somewhat  similar  to 
that  ol  the  Upper  House  in  England, 
but  I,  for  one,  should  not  like  to  take 
the  responsibility  on  my  own  shoulders, 
of  rejecting  a  bill  which  passed  the  other 
House  seven  times,  by  majorities  some- 
times approaching  one  hundred.  Know- 
ing that  the  Senate  is  weary  of  this 
debate,  I  shall  content  myself  with 
simply  observing  that  I  intend  to  sup- 
port the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member 
from  Amh«rst  ;  but,  in  doing  so,  I  have 
found  it  necessary  to  explain  my  views 
very  clearly,  because  I  do  not  wish  to 
subject  myself  to  any  misinterpretation 
on  this  point.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be 
said  here,  or  anywhere  else,  that  I  sup- 
ported the  resolution  with  the  view  to 
seeing  how  the  land  lies  in  my  own 
Province.  I  have  expressed  myself  with 
sufficient  clearness  to  render  such  an 
imputation  perfectly  groundless. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— I  should  not 
have  taken  part  in  this  debate  if  allusion 
had  not  been  made  repeatedly  to  a 
supposed  necessity  for  this  Bill  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  and  if  Catholic 
doctrine  had  not  been  invoked  inats 
favor.  I  think  that  the  vote  to  be 
taken  to-night  will  shew  that  we,  in 
that  Province,  do  not  seek  for  such, 
legislation.  I  have  strong  objections, 
some  of  which  I  shall  state,  to  this  Bill. 
At  this  late  hoar,  and  at  this  advanced 
period  of  the  session,  and  with  the 
numerous  memorials  that  bare  been  pre- 
sented in  this  Chamber  on  the  subject, 
lengthened  argument  would  be  uselessT 
I  may  refer,  however,  to  the  opinions  of 
28 
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ROine  hon.  gentlemen  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  same  church  that  I  do,  and  who 
have  contended  that  the  Homan  Cdtholic 
Church  permits  such  marriages.  Those 
gentlemen  are  right  in  one  sense,  but 
wrong   in   another.      The   rule    of    the^ 

*  church  is  this  :  it  does  not  recognize  the' 
power  of  civil  governments  to  legislate 
upon  the  marriage  tie,  so  that  any  legis- 
lation which  deals  with  the  '^alidity.of" 
the  marriage  tie  is,  in  my  opinion,  coil- 
trary  to  the  rule  of  our  church.  .  That  is 
one  of  the  objections  that  I  have  to  this 
Bill.  Another  o^jectionr  is,  that  the  law 
of  the  church  prohibits  such  marriages, 
reserving  the  power,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, some  of  which  have^been 
referred  to  in  this  debate,  to  grant  dis- 
pensations. The  law  is  against  such 
marriages,  but,  in  exceptional  cases,  they 
are  allowed,  and  it  is  in  this  sense 
only  that  it  may  be  said  that  such  mar- 
riages are  allowed.  But  this  Bill,  without 
making  any  exception,  legalizes  these 
marriagea.  It  affirms  a  principle  which 
is  entirely  opposed  to  the  law  of  the 
church.  While  the  chui-ch  enacts,  as  the 
general  law,  that  *'  the  marriage  of  a  man 
with  the  sister  of  his  deceased  wife,  etc., 
is  prohibited,"  this  Bill  lays  down  a  con- 
tradictory proposition  as  the  general  rule, 
viz.  :  **  Marriage  between  a  man  and 
the  sister  of  his  deceased  wife,  or  the 
widow  of  his  deceased  brother,  shall  be 
legal."  Is  it  not  clear  that  it  is  contra- 
dictory to  the  law  of  the  church  and  of 
its  doctrines  ?  That  is  my  second  ob- 
jection to  the  Bill.  I  question  very 
much  the  propriety  of  admitting 
such  a  general  rule — a  rule  which, 
I  admit,  will  have  the  effect 
of  affording  relief  to  some  parties, 
but  is  wrong  in  principle.  We  are  all 
Christians,  and  I  think  it  will  be  univer- 
sally admitted  that  such  marriages  are 
not  favorably  regarded,  though  they  may 
be  allowed,  by  any  religious  denomina- 
tion. They  are  not  of  such  a  character 
that  thoy  should  be  put  on  the  same  gen- 
eral footing  as  ordinary  marriages. 
Therefore,  to  pass  this  Bill  would  be  to 
lay  down  a  principle  which,  as  a  general 
rule,  is  reprobated,  I  believe,  by  most  of 
the  Christian  denominations  of  this 
country,  and  is  opposed  to  the   religious 

^sentiment  of  the  people.^    An  hon.  gen- 
*tleman  from  Ontario  remarked,  to-day, 
^that,  while  he  has   the  greatest   respect 
'  Hon! Mr.  Trudel 


for  the  opinions  of  the  different  churches, 
still  he  prefers  his  own  convictions. 
This  hon.  gentleman  should  consider, 
whatever  his  individual  opinion  may  be, 
that  marriage  is,  in  this  country,  ad- 
mitted by  all  cree^ls  to  be  a  religious  act, 
and,  consequently,  a  matter  which  pro- 
perly belongs  to  the  different  chuix^hes  ; 
and  I  hope  that  the  day  is  far  distant 
.when  it  will  be  considered  a  civil  matter. 
TTie  best  proof  of  that  is  the  fact  that, 
in  all  the  i^ligious  denominations,  the 
ceremony  of  marriage  is  performed 
by  a  clergyman.  There  is  no  marriage 
perfoftj^ed  by  civil  officers,  and,  fbrcur 
•natrfy,  civil  marriage  is  not  permitted  in 
this, country.  To  us  Catholics,  marriage 
is  a  sacrament,  is  of  Divine  institution, 
and  is  exclusively  under  the  conti-ol  of 
the  church.  I  do  not  see  how  the 
opinions  of  the  different  churches-  on 
this  question  can  be  set  aside.  The  Bill 
is  also  objectionable  from  a  social  point 
of  view,  but,  at  this  late  hour,  I  shall  not 
enter  into  an  argument  on  that  branch 
of  the  subject.  One  hon.  gentleman  re- 
marked this  evening  that  he  had  heard 
very  few  arguments  against  the  Bill ;  the 
reason  was  explained,  evea  at  the  b^^- 
ning  of  the  debate — the  late  period  of  the 
session.  If  we  had  time,  I  shoidd  be 
perfectly  ready  to  meet  the  advocates  of 
the .  measure,  and  shew  that  there  are 
very  strong  arguments  against  it.  Is 
not  the  fact  that  Christianity,  during 
eighteen  centuries,  lu\s  been  opposed  to 
these  marriages,  and  that  they  have  been 
allowed  only  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances, sufficient  to  shew  that  they  are 
objeclionable  ?  It  may  be  contended 
that  we  live  in  an  age  of  great  advance- 
ment, but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  rules  of  morality  are  always  the 
same  and  do  not  admit  of  progress. 
Unfortunately,  instead  of  improving,  in 
our  age  the  sense  of  morality  is  dimin- 
ishing, so  that  the  tendency  of  the  age 
cannot  be  used  as  an  argument  in  favor 
of  this  measure.  We  are  asked  "  why  do 
you  not  vote  directly  against  the  Bill  if 
you  are  opposed  to  iti  Why  do  you 
ask  for  a  year's  delay  V  My  reason  is, 
that  I  consider  some  legislation  ner^es- 
sary  to  meet  particular  cases,  although  I 
am  opposed  to  establishing  a  geneial 
rule,  and,  therefore,  I  wish  to  have  a 
year's  ^elay  in  order  that  such  legisla- 
tion may  be  introduced.     What  we  want 
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is  legislation  giving  sanction  to  the 
rules  of  the  church,  that  is,  recognising 
the  marriages  which  they  have  allowed, 
and  which  would  enact  for  instance : 
"  That  such  marriages  between  a  man 
and  his  deceased  wife's  sister  that  have 
been  contracted  according  to  the  regula- 
tions of  their  church,  are  recognized  as 
valid."  Special  allusion  has  been  made  to 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  with  reference  to 
the  civil  status  of  children,  issue  from 
such  marriages.  The  social  position  of 
parties  in  that  Province,  who  have  con- 
tracted such  marriages,  is  not  affect-ed  by 
any  feeling  in  the  community,  if  dispen- 
sations have  been  granted  by  the  church. 
The  only  difficulty  is  that  their  children 
cannot  inherit  their  property  :  but  this 
fact  is  no  reason  for  adopting  a  general 
principle  which  is  wrong.  There  is  a 
simple  remedy  for  the  difficulty ;  t^iese 
parties  can  make  their  wills  in  favor  of 
their  children.  I  shall,  thy^Bfore,  vote 
for  the  amendment,  first,  because  I  con- 
sider that  the  Bill  OHtablishes  a  wrong 
principle,  and  better  legislation  may  be 
framed ;  and,  second,  that  there  is  no 
harm  in  postponing  the  matter  for 
another  year. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH— I  did  not  intend 
to  say  anything  on  the  Bill  before  the 
House,  but,  as  so  many  hon.  gentlemen 
have  expressed  their  views  on  Jthis  auV 
ject,  I  think  I  should  say  a  few  words  to 
identify  myself  witl^  the  measurd  before' 
the  amendment  is  put.  I  find  that,  since 
the  beginning  of^the  Christian  era,  mar- 
riage with  a  deceased  wife's  sister  has 
been  allowed.  It  is  ag$dnst  the  law  of 
the  land,  but  it  cannot  be  said 
that  ii,  •  IS  against  the  law  of 
God.  If  it  was,  the  church  to  which 
I  belong  would  never  have  g^nted 
dispensations  for  such  marriages.  The 
lav  of  Ood  has.  therefore,  not  been 
broken,  but  the  law  of  the  land  has  been 
violated,  ^nd  it  is  our  duty  to  place  upon 
our  Statute  books  a  law  which  will  re- 
lieve their  offspring  from  the  unnierited 
taint  of  illegitimacy.  In  voting  against 
the  amendment  and  for  the  Bill,  I  con- 
sider that  I  shall  be  doing  my  duty  to  my 
ehurch,  my  God  and  my  fellow-men.  No 
argument  that  has  been  advanced  here 
by  Roman  Oatholic^members  can  shake, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  my  convictions 
on  this  subject  I  have  the  high  author- 
ity of*  the  great  Cardinal  Wiseman  in 
Hon.  Mr.  Trudel, 


support  of  the  course  that  I  shall   take> 
and  I  shall  vote  to  remove  the  disabilij " 
ties  under  which  so  many  of  otir  people 
are  sufferin*'.  / 

Hon.  Mr..BOTSFORD— I  did  inland 
to  express  my  views- on  this  measure,  be-- 
cause  T  have  a  very  decided  opinion  upon 
it,  but  I  shall  not  detain  the  House,  at 
this  late  hour,  longer  than  to  refer  to  the 
statement  made  by.  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Samia  (Mr.  Vidal),  in  respect  to  the 
opinions  of  the  learped  divines  of  the 
Church  of  England,  the  Church  of  Rome 
and  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch.  I  will 
read  a  few  authorities  upon  that  point 
to  shew  the  hon.  member  that  he  has 
made  a  statement  which,  he  will  acknow* 
ledge,  went  too  far. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— I  spoke  of  th^ 
standards  of  the  churches,  not  of  any- 
body's opinions. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD— The  House 
will  pardon  me  if  I  cite  a  few  authorities. 
I  find  in  Hansard  for  1855,  Mr.  Ball  is 
reported  as  sayins; : — 

"ikmong  those  names  (m  support  of  such 
marriages)  were  th«ee  of  ArcbbUhop  Wbately, 
the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  the  Bishop  of  8t. 
David's,  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  the  late  Bishop 
of  Landaff,  and  he  plight  go  on  naming  a  long 
list  of  illustrous  divines  and  holy  men  who 
had  concurred  in  those  views.  Then,  again, 
among  those' who^  were  revered  by  the  great 
body  of  the  0is8enter8,  and  who  were  favorable 
to  the  adoption  of  a  measure  like  the  present, 
the  name  of  Dr.  Chalmers  stood  pre-eminently 
forward.  •  •  •  •  •  Another  name  that  he 
would  cite  in  its  favor  was  that  of  Dr.  Adam 
Clarke,  a  man  of  profound  learning,  of  itn* 
mense  ecclesiastical  research,  and  whose  ad- 
mirable coiimentaries  upon  the  Holy  Scrip-  ' 
tures  had  rendered  his  name  celebrated 
tbrdufhoat  the  empire.  He,  too,  was  favor- 
able to'the  abolition  of  the  present  restrictions  ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Ball)  would  complete  the  list  of 
illustrous  men,  whose  opinions  were  favorable 
to  a  change  of  the. law  In  this  respect,  by 
adding  that  of  a  man  who  was  held  m  vener- 
ation by  hhndreds  of  thousands,  nay,  perhaps 
millions  of  his  fellow-oountrymen^the  great 
Wesley,  a  man  than  whom  no  one  led  a  purer 
or  more  pious  life;  and  also  the  name  pf 
Professor  Lee." 

In  1862,  when  a  Dill  similar  to  this  was 
before  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
Mr.  Buxton  is  reported  as  saying  : 

<*  Kor  could  he  allow  that  it  was  a  question  of 
mere  expediency.  It  was  a  question  of  right 
and  justice.  In  forbidding  a  man,  when  Ghod 
had  not  forbidden  him  to  marry  the  woman  he 
loved — in  forbidding  him  to  give  his  children 
a  mother  already  devoted  to  them,  instead  of  a 
strange  step-mother — they  were   as    cruelly 
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wronging  him  as  if  they  snatched  away  his 
money  or  his  land.  He  had  a  claim  on  their 
justice  to  be  allowed  to  do  that,  and  they  were 
trespassing  on  his  rights  in  debarring  him. 
If  Scripture  said  nothing^  people  would  be  left 
to  form  their  own  opinions.  But  when  a  line 
bad  been  precisely  drawn  between  allowed 
and  disallowed  marriages,  surely  those  who 
demanded  to  use  the  freedom  which  God  had 
given  them  were  wronged  if  that  freedom  were 
taken  away  upon  the  pretence  of  some  fimcied 
awkwardness  arising  to  imaginary  people. 
The  case  for  the  Bill  seemed  overwhelming  if 
they  took  the  ground  of  expediency  alone. 
But  the  true,  the  decisive  reason  for  support^ 
ing  it  was  that  the  existing  law  was  a  trespass 
on  men's  natural  rights,  and  that  it  filched  from 
them  the  freedom  reserved  to  them  by  the  law 
of  God." 

Mr.  Monckton  Miles,  in  the  same  debate, 
cited  the  following  testimony  of  Dr. 
McCaul,  one  of  the  best  Hebrew  scholars 
of  the  day ;  at  the  same  time,  his 
orthodoxy  cannot  be  disputed.  Dr.  Mc- 
€aul  says :. 

«*  I  confess  that,  when  I  entered  upon  this 
inquiry,  I  had  no  idea  that  the  case  of  those 
who  wish  a  change  in  the  present  marriage 
law  was  so  strong.  I  had  thought  that  the 
opinions  of  grave  and  learned  students  of  the 
Bible  were  more  equally  divided ;  and  that,  as 
authorities  were  pretty  evenly  balanced,  they 
who  had  contracted  such  marriages  must  bear 
the  inconveniences  arising  from  doubtful 
interpretation.  But  I  do  not  think  so  now. 
Confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  antiquity  and 
the  judgment  of  the  most  considerable  inter- 
prcters  at  the  Reformation,  and  since  the  Re- 
formation, I  now  believe  there  is  no  reason, 
able  room  for  doubt — ^tiiat  there  is  no  verse  in 
the  Bible  of  which  the  interpretation  is  more 
sure  than  that  of  Leviticus  xviii,  18;  and  I 
think  it  a  case  of  great  hardship  that  they 
should,  by  the  civil  law,  be  punished  as  trans- 
gressors,  whose  marriage,  according  to  the 
divine  law,  is  permitted  and  valid ;  and  harder 
still  that  the  children  of  such  marriages^ 
legitimate  in  the  sight  of  the  infallible  Judge, 
should  be  visited  with  civil  disabilities." 

I  have  quoted  these  authorities  to 
shew  the  opinions  of  leading  divines  in 
England  upon  the  subject. 

The  House  then  divided  upon  the 
amendment,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
following  \ote : — 

Contents : 
Hon.  Messrs. 
Chaffers, 
Chapais, 
Christie, 
Cormier, 
Cornwall, 
Dickey, 
Dickson, 
Dumouchel, 


Allan, 

Archibald, 

Armand, 

Bellerose, 

Boucherville,  De, 

Bourinot, 

Bureau, 

Campbell,  Sir  Alex., 


ATE.] 

Assented  to. 

Girard, 

Odell, 

Grant, 

Power, 

Gu6vremont, 

Poaer, 

Haythome, 

'  Byan, 

Eaulbach, 

Sutherland, 

McClelan  (Hopewtir)^     Trudel, 
LcLelan  (ik>nd<mi«rr^)  Vidal, 

Macdonald, 

Wark— 33. 

Miller, 

NoN-CONTENTS  : 

Hon.  Messrs. 

Aikins, 

Lewin, 

Baillaigeon, 

McMaster, 

Benson, 

Macfarlane, 

Botsford, 

Hacpherson   {Spemkery 

Boyd, 

Montgomery, 

Cochrane, 

Pfiquet^ 

Dever, 

Pelletier, 

Fabre, 

Penny, 

Ferguson, 

Price, 

Ferrier, 

Bead, 

Flint, 

Beesor, 

Gibbs, 

Simpson, 

Hamilton  (Inkerman\  SJiith, 

Hamilton  (^Kingston)^    Stevens, 

Hope, 

Thibandeau--31. 

Leonard, 

The  House  adjourned  at  11.30  p.m. 

Hon.  Mr.  Botsford. 


THE  SENATE. 

Thwaday,  April  29th,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.50 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

^  BILLS  ASSENTED  TO. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
being  seated  in  the  Chair  on  the  Throne, 

The  Speaker  commanded  the  Gentle- 
man Usher  of  the  Black  Aod  to  proceed 
to  the^  House  of  Commons  and  acquaint 
that  House  :  ''  It  is  His  Ezcellenc/s 
pleasure  they  attend  him  immediately  in 
this  House." 

Who,  being  come  with  their  Speaker, 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chanceiy 
read  the  titles  of  the  Bills  to  be  passed 
severally,  as  follow  : — 

An  Act  to  further  amend  "  An  Act 
respecting  the  security  to  be  given  by 
Officers  of  Canada.^ 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Dominion 
Commercial  Travellers'  Association. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  respecting 
Joint    Stock    Companies    to    construct 
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works  to  facilitate  the  transmission  of 
timber  down  rivers  and  streams. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  "The  Mail 
Printing  Companj." 

An  Act  respecting  the  Great  Western 
and  Lake  Ontario  Shore  Junction  Rail- 
way Company. 

An  Ace  to  authorize  the  establishment 
of  Superannuation,  Provident  and  Insur- 
ance Funds  by  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way Company. 

An  Act  to  give  certain  powers  to  "  La 
Compagnie  Eran9aise  du  T^l^graphe  de 
Paris  k  New  York." 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Baptist 
Union  of  Canada. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Salaries  of 
two  additional  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  British  Columbia. 

An  Act  to  amend  and  re-enact,  as 
amended,  the  Act  incorporating  "The 
Dominion  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry of  Canada." 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  intituled  : 
"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Anchor 
Marine  Insurance  Company." 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  thirty-sixth 
Yictoria,  chapter  one  hundred  and  eight, 
intituled  :  "  An  Act  to  grant  additional 
powers  to  the  Quebec  and  Gulf  Ports 
Steamship  Company." 

An  Act  respecting  the  Niagara  Grand 
Island  Bridge  Company. 

An  Act  further  to  amend  the  Act 
therein  cited  incorporating  the  Canada 
Guarantee  Company. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bell  Tele- 
phone Company  of  Canada. 

An  Act  respecting  "  The  President, 
Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Brunswick." 

An  Act  to  empower  the  Stadacona 
Fire  and  Life  Insurance  Company  to 
relinquish  their  charter,  and  to  provide 
for  the  winding  up  of  their  affairs^ 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  St.  Clair 
and  Lake  Erie  Navigation  Company. 

An  Act  to  confirm  the  purchase  by 
the  Dominion  of  a  portion  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway,  and  the  agreement  made 
wit£  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Com- 
pany of  Canada  with  respect  thereto. 

An  Act  for  the  final  settlement  of 
Claims  to  Lands  in  Manitoba  by  occu- 
pancy, under  the  Act  thirty-third  Vic- 
toria, chapter  three. 

An  Act  to  amend  "  An  Act  respect- 
ing the  Port  Whitby  Harbor  Company." 
Bia$  A89%Udto. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  to  incor- 
p<3rate  the  Ontario  and  Pacific  Junction 
Railway  Company. 

An  Act  to  authorize  and  provide  for 
the  winding  up  of  the  Stadacona  Bank. 

An  Act  further  to  continue  in  forc«, 
for  a  limited  time,  "  The  Better  Preven- 
tion of  Crime  Act,  1878." 

An  Act  respecting  Dorchester  Peni- 
tentiary. 

*A4  Act  further  to  amend  the  Acts 
therein  mentioned,  respecting  the  Militia 
and  Defence  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

To  these  Bills  the  Royal  Assent  was 
pronounced  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
in  words  following  : — 

<<  In  Her  Majesty's  name,  His  Excellency 
the  Gk>vernor-Geaeral  doth  assent  to  these 
Bills.'' 

His  Excellency  was  plensed  to  retire, 
and  the  House  of  Commons  withdrew. 

CANADA     CESmBAL     RAILWAY     COM- 
•;  PANrs  BILL. 

THIRD    READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY,  Irom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railways,  Telegraphs  and 
Harbors,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Bill 
intituled  :  ''An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts' 
respecting  the  Canada  Central  Railway 
Company,"  reported  that  they  had  gone 
through  the  said  Bill,  and  had  diiected 
him  to  report  the  same,  with  several 
amendments.  He  said  :  The  most  ma- 
terial amendment  was  the  striking  out 
of  the  second  clause  of  the  Bill,  which 
gave  power  to  build  a  branch  line  from 
Carleton  Place  to  Madoc. 

The  amendments  were  concuired  in, 
and  the  Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

BOTAL  MILITARY    COLLEGE. 
MOTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  moved  :— 

"  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  pray- 
ing that  his  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Hoase,  papers 
shewing  what  subjects  are  taught  at  the 
Boyal  Military  College  at  Kingston  that  are 
conducive  to  qualifying  Cadets  for  Civil  em- 
ployments in  the  service  of  the  country,  such 
as : — 

« 1st.  Employment  as  Civil  Engineers  and 
Architects  in  the  Department  of  Pafolic  Works, 
construction  of  Bailways,  Canals,  Bridges, 
Ac,  ko. 

«  2nd.  Employment  in  the  Civil  Service 
down's  Land  Department. 
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« 3rd.  Employment  in  the  Department  of 
Militia,  higher  Engineering  duties  or  other 
hranohes  of  that  Department.'^ 

He  said :  If  the  House  will  give  me  its 
patient  ear  for  a  few  momenta,  I  will  en- 
deavor, to  the  best  of  my  humble  ability, 
to  shew  why  I  have  asked  for  the  infor- 
mation pointed  to  in  this  motion.  The 
Eoyal  Military  College  at  Kingston  was 
established  by  che  late  Administration, 
'  I  believe,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities  at  home.  It  is  a  Very 
costly  institution  to  the  country,  «nd,  I 
believe  it  is  on  all  hands  admitte<{  that 
the  staff  of  instructors  are  well  qualitied 
to  discharge  their  duties.  Independent 
of  the  large  expenditure  necessary  for 
the  construction  of  the  buildings,  the 
annual  expense  of  this  institution  may  be 
placed  in  round  figures  at  about  $40,000. 
Now,  I  ask  the  House  what  are  the 
l^ractical  results  of  this  large  expendi- 
ture ?  Are  we,  as  at  West  Point,  training 
a  given  number  of  young  men  to  ofBfcer 
a  standing  army  in  the  Dominion  1  *IWe 
have  not  even  the  shadow  or  nucleus  of 
a  standing  army,  for  the  reason  that  our 
nationality  has  not  yet  assumed  large 
enough  proportions,  and  our  financial 
resources  are  insufficient.  Then  the 
House  will  ask  cai  bono  this  practical 
military  institution?  A  certain  number 
of  young  men  receive  there,  as  they  could 
at  West  Point  or  at  Sandhurst,  a  thor- 
ough military  education  and  training.  A 
certain  number  of  parents  of  a  wealthy 
class  are  deriving  certain  advantages  at 
the  public  ex|>ense.  But  this  explanation 
will  not  satisfy  the  taxpayers  of  the  Do- 
minion, nor  will  it  satisfy  the  enlightened 
citizens  of  our  country.  I  fear  that  this 
is  not  a  happy  illustration  of  the  pr»w5tical 
workingof  our  beautiful  theory  of  responsi- 
ble government.  I,  who  have  lived  under 
the  Governments  of  Germany  and  Aus- 
tri^i  venture  boldly  to  assert  that  such 
an  aimless  expt;nditure  of  public  money 
would  never  be  faund  at  Vienna  or  Berlin. 
We  have,  at  present,  in  this  Dominion, 
a  population  of  four  millions — a  people 
distinguished  for  great  industry  and  en- 
terprise. If  ever  there  was  a  people  that 
deserved  to  be  well-governed,  it  is  the 
people  of  this  Dominion.  I  do  not  know, 
from  personal  observation,  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  but  behold  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  with  its  bright,  cheerful  hamlets, 
and  churches,  and  towns,  and  cities,  all 
Hon.  Mr.  Alexander, 


speaking  of  industry,  and  prudence,  and 
thrifb,  and  general  happiness  j  take  my 
own  Province  of  Ontario,  where,  during 
half  a  century,  the  forests  have,  by  un- 
bending toil,  been  replaced  by  comfortable 
homesteads,  and  the  soil  has  been  made  to 
yield  abundance  of  food.  But,  with  all  this, 
our  people  are  groaning  under  burden- 
some taxation.  The  country  is  over- 
weighted with  governmental  machinery, 
and  the  result  is  that,  in  addition  to 
oppressive  taxation,  we  have  now  annu- 
ally chronic  deficits.  While  the  great 
Republic,  with  its  forty  millions,  has 
only  seven  departments  of  state,  this 
young  country  musD  have  thirteen  de- 
partments— thirteen  ministers  of  the 
Crown,  enjoying  salaries  of  $8,000  a 
year,  including  the  sessional  indemnity. 
And  this  is  the  manner  in  which  one  of 
the  departments  is  administered.  Will 
any  member  of  this  House  say  that,  up 
to  the  present  moment,  and  for  the  next 
ten*  years,  the  office  of  Minister 
of  Militia  might  not  be  abol- 
ished? Might  not  all  the  duties  of  that 
Department,  be  perfectly  administered 
by  our  present  able  Adjutant-General 
of  Militia,  Colonel  Walter  Powell,  under 
the  suggestions  of  an  experienced  mili- 
tary commander?  Let  me  venture  now, 
as  we  have  not  yet  the  nucleus  of  a 
standing  army,  to  throw  out  some  sug- 
gestions shewing  how  this  Koyal  College 
at  ^Kingston  could  be  utilized  to  accom- 
plish good  in  another  direction,  as  the 
period  has  not  arrived  for  its  being  de- 
voted entirely  to  military  purposes.  We 
are  enterin>^  upon  the  construction  of 
extensive  public  wbrks — railroads,  rail- 
way bridges  and  canals,  requiring  great 
engineering  skill  and  training.  We 
also  require  high  scientific  training  to 
carry  out,  in  an  efficient  manner,  the 
surveys  of  our  North- Wesi  Territory — 
to  fill  the  higher  offices  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  and  to*  discharge 
possible  military  duties  that  may  in  the 
future  arise  and  devolve  on  the  Militia 
Department,  as  the  country  progreaaes. 
Why  should  not  the  Government  adopt 
the  policy  to  accomplish  the  h%h68t 
scientific  training  of  our  own  youth  for 
such  work,  by  establishing,  as  in  £ng; 
land,  the  principle  of  competitive  exam- 
inations on  entering  the  Iloyal  Military 
College,  and  let  all  those  offices  to 
which  I  refer  be  thrown   o]>en    to   corn- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Royal  Military 


[April  29,  1880.] 


College. 


439 


j^dtitive  examinations  and  merit  ?  We 
«hall  thus  be  training  and  using  our  own 
native  talent.  How  much  would  it  be 
to  the' advantage  and  benefit  of  the 
country  that  we  should  thus  secure 
young  men,  disciplined  and  honorable, 
and  thus  raise  the  engineering  service  of 
the  country,  outside  the  influences  of 
politics!  What  enormous  suras  of  money 
could  be  saA-ed  to  the  country  by  em- 
l)loying  men  of  real  scientific  training, 
who  could  be  relied  on  to  send  in  reports 
unbiassed  by  fears  of  party  politics, 
which  cannot  be  done  by  men  appointed! 
and  kep£  in  position  by  politicians  1 
'  Some  reports  of  Government  engineers 
have  been  found  to  read  either  way,  like 
the  Delphic  Oi'acle :  Aio  te  JRoinanos 
vince7*e  posse.  We  are  at  present  em- 
ploying a  foreigner  in  the  Canal  Brunch 
of  the  Public  Works — ^no  doubt  a  gen- 
tleman of  high  attainments,  whose  ser- 
vices we  are  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of. 
But  why  should  this  necessity  have 
arisen,  with  such  large  expenditures 
going  on,  upon  institutions  which  ought 
to  produce  such  men  amongst  ourselves  1 
I  will  not  weary  the  House  by  enlarging 
farther  to-day  upon  this  subject,  but 
move  the  adoption  of  the  motion  of 
which  I  have  given  notice. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— What  is 
the  income  of  the  college  1 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— You  will 
find  on  page  154  of  the  Public  Accounts 
of  this  year,  that  the  total  expenditure 
on  the  Royal  Military  College  is  $52,470 ; 
refunds,  being  contributions  from  cadets 
under  regulations,  $10,857.98  ;  transfers 
for  articles  supplied  North- West  Mounted 
Police  force  $190.31,  leaving  $11,422.26 
as  the  cost  of  the  Military  College. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  do  not  intend 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  resolution 
which  has  been  proposed.  My  object  in 
rising  now  is  to  state  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  has  been,  from 
the  time  he  commenced  to  read  his  speech, 
until  the  end  of  it,  entirely  out  of  order. 
It  was  only  in  deference  to  him,  and  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy,  that  I  did  not  inter- 
rupt him  and  call  him  to  order.  We 
seem  tp  be  gradually  dtifting  into  an 
in  ei^ular  habit  of  reading  speeches  instead 
of  making  them.  With  all  the  sense  of 
responsibility  upon  ine,  in  adverting  to 
.the  oourse  taken  by  the  hon.  member, 
Hon.  Mr,  Alexander. 


and  assuming,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
my  doing  so,  after  the  hon.  gentleman 
has  delivered  himself,  will  not  be  mis- 
construed in  any  way  as  a  reflection  upon 
him,  I  will  simply  call  attention  to  the 
rule  as  laid  down  in  Parliament  by 
May.  ^  ^ 

[Mr.  Dickey  here  quoted  from  this  work  the 
rule  as  laid  down :  that  it  is  distinctly 
contrary  to  parliamentary  usage  of  both 
Lords  and  CommonB  to  read  speeches, 
which  must  be  delivered  viva  voce,} 

That  is  the  rule  in  the  Commons  and  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  I  need  hardly 
remind  hon.  members  that  our  own  rules 
provide  that,  in  any  unprovided  cases, 
reference  must  be  •  had  to  the  usages  of 
the  House  of  Lords. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  merely 
say,  as  an  humble  layman  of  this  House, 
I  do  not  possess  the  ability  for  debate  of 
the  hon.  gentleman,  who  is  a  practised 
barrister. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
Most  of  the  information  that  is  asked 
for  may  be  found  in  the  Canada  Gazette, 
bat  the  Government  has  no  objection  to 
the  address,  as  the  return  will  place  the 
information  in  a  more  convenient  shape. 
The  hon.  gentleman  has  attacked  the 
Civil  Service — that  part  of  it  which  has 
the  administration  of  oanals — very  un- 
justly. The  Russian  gentleman  who  is 
in  the  service  of  that  Department,  and  to 
whom  he  has  referred,  is  only  one  of  a 
number  of  meritorious  officers,  and  there 
are  others  his  equals,  and  some  his 
superiors  in  professional  skill.  I  speak 
of  Canadians,  and  though  I  should  be 
Tory  unwilling  to  see  withheld  any 
recognition  of  merit  wherever  it  may  be 
due,  there  was  no  necessity,  and  it  was 
extremely  unjust  to  others  to  refer  to 
him  in  the  terms  the  hon.  gentleman  has 
used.  The  hon.  Senator  has  been  good 
enough  to  tell  us  also  that  he  thinks  the 
office  I  have  the  honor  of  holding;  might, 
advantageously,  be  abolished.  It  is  odd 
that,  duiing  the  present  session,  I  have 
heard  (I  merely  state  the  rumors  which 
have  reached  me)  that  he,  not  many  days 
ago,  considered  the  position  of  Minister 
of  Militia,  not  only  an  office  which  should 
be  maintained,  but  that  he  coveted  it  for 
himself,  and  was  actually  ready  to  give 
his  services  to  the  country  and  step  into 
the  office;  and,  moreover,  proposed-to one 
or    two    hon.  gentlemen  in  this  House 
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to  be  his  colleagues — proposed  office 
to  them  in  fact — and  not  only 
so,  but  that  he  was  so  active 
about  it,  and  so  anxious  to  oc- 
cupy this  post,  which  he  now  thinks 
should  be  abolished,  that,  I  am  told,  he 
waited  on  the  head  of  the  QoveiT»ment 
(Sir  John  A.  Macdonald)  to  suggest  that 
changes  should  be  made,  and  his  services 
availed  of. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  rise  to 
a  question  of  order.  I  want  to  know 
whether  private  conversations  ought  to 
be  repeated  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  now  done  by  the  leader  of  the  Gov- 
ernment on  the  flooV  of  this  House, 
which  may  be  totally  incon^ect  ^ 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
<am  not  relating  any  private  conversa- 
tions, but  am  giving  the  House  the 
rumors  which  have  reached  me.  The 
hon.  gentleman  is  said  to  have  waited  on 
the  leader  of  the  (Government  for  the 
purpose  I  have  mentioned ;  and,  not 
content  with  that,  on  finding  his  services 
were  not  thought  to  be  so  valuable  as  he 
imagined,  he,  I  understand,  proffered  his 
services  to  the  Opposition.  He  was 
willing,  it  would  seem,  to  serve  under 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  or  in  any  other  way,  or 
under  either  party,  if  he  could  displace 
me  and  get  into  the  office  I  now  hold, 
and  which  he  now  says  should  be  abol- 
ished. I  Only  mention  this  to  shew  how 
little  reliance  should  be  placed  on  the 
hon.  gentlem«n*s  suggestion.  I"  do  not 
wish  to  go  into  any  contest  with  the  hon« 
gentleman,  for  reasons  which  the  House 
will  understand.  I  desire,  if  possible,  to 
live  at  peace  with  all  men,  but  I  have 
thought  it  necessaiy  to  make  these  few 
remarks  that  the  House  may  understand 
the  value  of  the  suggestion  and  of  the 
motives  which  led  to  its  being  made. 

Hon.  Mr.  SGOTT--I  think  that  this 
is  a  fitting  occasion  to  advert  to  an  inci- 
dent that,  I  think,  is  going  to  prove  that 
the  existence  of  that  College  in  Canada 
is  to  be  attended  with  very  sctbstantial 
benefits.  It  must  be  in  the  recollection 
of  hon.  gentlemen  that,  a  few  months 
ago,  the  lm{>erial  Government  intimated 
to  the  Government  of  Canada  that  com- 
missions would  be  set  apart  in  the  artil- 
lery and  engineers  for  gentlemen  who 
would  gradoate  at  the  Military  College 
in  Canada.  They  would  enter  the  Im- 
ffan.  Sir  Alex,  CampbelL 


penal  service  on  the  principle  of  competi- 
tive examinations,  adverted  to  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock.  There 
were  four  commissions  set  apart,  the  first 
in  the  Engineers,  the  second  in  the 
Royal  Artillery,  and  the  others,  1  believe,, 
in  the  Infantry.  This  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  fitting  occasion  to  call  attention  to  the 
opportunities  thus  afforded  to  young 
Canadians  to  enter  the  Imperial  service, 
as  they  could  not  have  done  prior  to^ 
this  concession  made  by  the  Imperial 
authorities,  unless  they  had  very  strong 
influence  at  home. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
also  wish  to  say  something  as  to  the  in- 
come which  we  expect  to  derive  from  the 
College.  It  wiU  be  increased  during  the 
year  which  begins  next  July  by  a  sum 
of  about  $10,000. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ST.  LAWRENCE  RIVER  IMPROVBUENTS. 
MOTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  moved  :— 

'<  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to- 
His  Excellency  the  (Governor-General,  praying 
^at  His  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
eause  to  be  placed  before  this  House : — 

*<l8t.  Copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  on 
the  6th  of  April  Inst.,  on  the  subject  of  the 
assumption  by  the  Qovemment  of  the 
Dominion  of  the  debt  contracted  by  the  Har- 
bor C(»nmSs8ioner8  of  Montreal)  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Harbor  of  Montreal  and  the 
deepening  of  the  channel  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence below  Montreal)  and  on  the  subject  of 
the  reduction  of  the  dues  imposed  on  ship- 
ping, either  in  the  harbor  of  Montreal  or  on 
the  Government  canals. 

<<  2nd.  A  statement  of  the  entire  cost  of  the 
works  and  improvements  in  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  between  Montreal  and  Quebec,  ac- 
cording to  the  various  reports  of  the  Harbor 
Oommissioners  of  Montreal,  since  the  year 
1850,  such  statement  to  indicate  the  places  in 
the  river  where  such  works  and  improvements 
have  been  cai'ried  out^  and  the  sums  the  same 
have  cost. 

"  3rd.  Ccpies  of  all  letters  that  have  passed 
between  the  Qovemment  of  the  Dominion 
and  the  Government  of  the  late  Province  of 
Canada,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  said  Harbor 
Commissioners  of  Montreal,  on  the  other,  as 
well  as  of  all  letters  and  memorials  on  the 
subject  of  the  said  works  and  improvements 
addiressed  to  the  said  Governments." 

He  said:  I  think,  hon.  gentlemen, 
that  everybody  will  be  of  opinion 
that,  when  snch  a  proposal  is  made 
to  the   Government  of   the   Dominion 
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to  assume  the  barden  of  the  debt  con- 
tracted for  the  improvements  on  Lake 
St.  Peter  and  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  now 
due  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners  of 
Montreal,  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  that  city  containing  such  pro- 
posal should  be  placed  before  the  House, 
together  with  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
debt,  and  all  the  papera  connected  with 
the  matter.  The  proposition  is  of  such 
an  important  character  that  ample  op- 
portunity should  be  given  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  look  careinlly 
into  the  subjett,  in  order  that  they  may 
duly  consider  the  advisability  of  the 
(Government  entering  into  such  an 
undertaking.  In  my  opinion,  this  is 
one  of  the  most  important  questions  that 
can  occupy  the  attention  of  this  House. 
It  is  well  known,  and  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  i*epeat  it,  that  the  navigation  of 
our  great  national  highway,  the  Biver 
St.  Lawrence,  is  a  matter  of  so  muph 
consequence  to  this  ceuntry  that  we  can- 
not pay  too  much  attention,  not  only  to 
its  improvement,  but  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  trade  which  follows  that 
channel.  Unfortunately,  circumstances 
have  modiiied  our  position  in  such  a  way 
as  to  deprive  us  of  most  important 
benefits  which  might  be  derived  from 
the  possession  of  such  a  great  highway 
to  the  sea.  About  thirty  years  ago  the 
Gk>yemment  of  Canada  inaugurated  a 
policy,  which  has  been  endorsed,  I  may 
say,  by  all  the  public  men  of  this  Do- 
minion— a  policy  that  has  cost  us  mil- 
lions and  millions  of  dollars,  for  which 
we  have  not  received  anything  like  a 
proportionate  return.  It  is  well  known 
that  not  more  than  six  per  cent,  of  the 
export  ti-ade  of  the  West,  of  which  the 
St  Lawrence  is  the  natural  outlet,  follows 
that  route.  The  rest  finds  its  way  by 
the  Erie  Canal  and  other  American 
channels  to  the  sea.  It  is  also  well 
known  that  the  main  cause  of  this 
diversion  of  the  trade,  is  the  heavy 
charges  which  are  imposed  upon  the 
traffic  which  goes  by  Canadian  ports.  I 
know  that  it  has  already  been  declared  in 
another  place  that  the  Government  do 
not  intend  to  take  immediate  action  in 
this  matter.  Of  course,  it  is  of  too  impor- 
tant a  nature  to  criticise  or  condemn  the 
Government  for  taking  at  least  a  year  to 
decide  upon  what  coui*8e  is  best  to  pursue  ; 
but,  I  think  there  is  but  one  opinion 
Eon.  Mr.  Trudel. 


amongst  the  people  of  Canada,  and  that  is, 
that  something  should  be  done  in  order 
to  put  ourselves  in  a  position  to  benefit 
more  fully  by  the  improvements  we 
have  made  in  the  St  Lawrence,  at  so 
enormous  a  cost.  I  contend  that,  after 
such  a  heavy  outlay,  the  Government 
should  not  now  be  prevented  by  the  con- 
sideration of  further  expense,  even  of 
millions  of  dollars,  if  necessary,  from 
giving  effect  to  the  policy  which  has  been 
so  steadfastly  followed  during  the  last 
thirty  years.  The  people,  especially  in 
the  Province  to  which  I  belong,  are  so 
anxious  about  the  question  that  even  the 
resolution  which  I  now  propose  has 
raised  strong  feelings  amongst  a  certain 
class  of  the  i)opulation.  In  a  recent 
issue  of  one  of  the  leading  papers  of 
Montreal,  1  find  the  following  remarks : — 
<' In  the  Senate,  to-morrow,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Tnidel  intends  to  renew  his  criticismB  upon 
the  Montreal  Harbor  Commiuion.  It  is 
somewhat  strange  that  he  chooses  a  time  like 
the  present  for  an  attempt  to  prove  that  the. 
work  upon  the  ship  canal  is  useless,  and  bad!  j 
controlled.  His  energies  would  have  been 
better  expended  in  helping  the  delegation 
spoken  of  above. " 

I  do  not  complain  of  this  criticism 
upon  the  course  that  I  am  taking. 
I  quete  these  remarks  in  order  to  shew 
the  interest  which  the  people  are  taking 
in  this  question.  Of  course,  I  under- 
stand that  all  men  who  take  an  active 
part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  country 
are  subject  to  criticism  by  the  press. 
For  this  I  have  nothing  to  say ;  but,  per- 
haps, it  would  have  been  better  had  the 
writer  of  this  article  waited  to  see  what 
my  course  would  be  before  writing  hia 
criticism.  I  respectfully  submit  to  the 
House  that  the  motion  of  which  I  gave 
notice  contains  nothing  objectionable.  I 
refer  to  this  now  more  particularly  in 
order  to  disabuse  the  mind  of  one  hon. 
gentleman  of  the  false  impression  he 
seems  to  entertain  of  what  I  said  on  a 
previous  occasion.  The  House  will  re- 
collect that,  in  a  former  debate,  I  took 
great  care  not  to  make  any  charges 
against  the  members  of  the  Harbor 
Commission.  I  then  stated  that  I 
was  perfectly  sure  that  those  men 
were  men  of  honor,  great  abil- 
ity and  great  patriotism,  and  that 
I  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  they 
had  done  their  best  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  but  I  added  that  the 
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works  under  the  control  of  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  had  attained  such  a  mag- 
nitude that  we  could  not  expect  from 
gentlemen,  to  whom  these  public  works 
were  of  secondary  importance,  (because 
they  had  first  to  attend  to  their  own  pri- 
vate business)  that  the  works  under  their 
charge  could  receive  the  same  careful 
supervision  that  would  be  given  by 
public  officers  having  the  same  responsi- 
bility as  the  head  of  a  public  department, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  was  quite  natural 
some  irregularities  should  occur.  I 
further  stated  that  I  attributed  the  mis- 
takes which  I  mentioned,  to  the  irre- 
sponsibility of  the  employes  of  the  Com- 
missioners, and  that  I  was  satisfied  that 
the  members  of  the  Board  were  not  to 
blame.  I  also  contended  that  the 
time  had  come  for  Parliament  and 
the  Government  to  examine  into 
this  matter,  and  see  if  a  change  of  the 
system  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the 
country.  It  was  remarked  on  that  oc- 
casion by  the  hon.  the  Minister  of  Militia 
that  this  harbor  trust  was,  to  a  certain 
extent,  beyond  the  control  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  said  then,  and  I  am  still  of 
the  same  opinion,  that  works  of  such 
magnitude,  upon  which  millions  of  the 
public  money  were  expended,  should  be 
brought  under  the  control  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  tendency  of  the  article 
from  which  I  have  quoted  is  that,  in 
order  not  to  compromise  the  project  of 
having  the  Harbor  Commission  taken 
over  by  the  Government,  it  woa  better 
not  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  wliich 
the  money  had  been  expended.  I  do 
not  agree  with  that  policy.  It  is  not  a 
proper  manner  of  dealing  with  public 
business.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  take  upon  themselves 
this  burden,  though,  practically,  it  is 
4ipon  the  country  now,  because  the 
money  which  has  been  expended  by  the 
Harbor  Commission  was  borrowed  from 
the  Government,  and  the  Harbor  Com- 
missioners, having  no  means  of  reim- 
bursing them  for  the  expenditure,  it  Ls, 
practically  speaking,  a  public  debt,  and 
the  money  disbursed  in  that  way  was  as 
much  public  money  as  if  it  had  been  ex- 
pended by  a  regular  department  of  the 
Government.  At  all  events,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Government  of  the  day 
would  take  the  responsibility  of  assum- 
ing that  debt  without  examining  into 
Hon,  Mr.  Trudel. 


the  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  Harbor 
Trust.  I  now  desire  to  shew,  not  only 
the  advisability,  but  the  necessity,  for 
the  Government  undertaking  to  relieve 
Canadian  as  well  as  foreign  trade  from 
the  heavy  charges  which  are  put  upon  it 
on  account  of  the  debt  of  the  Harbor 
Commissioners,  The  cost  of  exporting 
goods  from  the  West  is  greater  from 
Chicago  to  Montreal  than  from  Chicago 
to  New  York.  Statistics  which  I  have 
before  me  shew  that  the  average  cost  of 
transferring  60,000  bushels  of  wheat  from 
Chicago  to  Montreal  by  the  St.  Lawrence 
route  is  $6,200  j  that  is,  lOJ  cents  per 
bushel.  The  cost  of  the  same  quantity 
of  wheat  from  Chicago  to  Buffalo  by 
steam  barge  is  $1,710,  whish  is  equal  to 
2i®xnr  c®"*^  \^^  bushel,  and  from  Buffalo 
to  New  York,  by  the  Erie  Canal,  it  costs 
b\  cents  per  bushel,  making  altogether 
8|c.  per  bushel  as  the  entire  cost  of  the 
carriage  of  wheat  per  bushel  from  Chi- 
cag6  to  New  York,  while  it  is  10^.  per 
bushel  from  Chicago  to  Montreal  ;  a  dif- 
ference of  about  2 1  per  cent,  in  favor  of 
New  York.  Nor  is  that  the  only  differ- 
ence against  Montreal.  If  it  was,  the 
natural  advantages  of  our  gre^t  highway 
might,  no  doubt,  enable  us  to  keep  our 
trade ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  harbor 
dues  in  the  port  of  Montreal  are  so 
heavy  that  competition  with  the  Ameri- 
can channels  is  hardly  possible.  For  a 
given  tonnage,  the  difference  between  the 
port  of  Montreal  and  the  port  of  New 
York,  is  as  follows  ; — A  duty  of  three-  ^ 
fourths  of  a  cent  per  ton  gives  $45  per 
day  in  the  port  of  Montreal  ;  no  similar 
charge  exists  in  the  port  of  New  York. 
Now,  there  is  another  charge  of  $2^50  a 
week  by  the  owner  ot  the  wharf,  which 
would  give  $7.50  for  three  weeks,  which 
is  the  average  time  occupied.  In  the 
port  of  New  York  the  charges  of  private 
owners  of  wharves  are  heavier  than 
in  Montreal.  Accommodation,  which  in 
the  latter  port  would  cost  only  $7.50, 
would,  in  New  York,  cost  $40.  But  the 
customs  charge  in  Montreal  is  $7.50, 
while  in  New  York  it  is  only  $6.  For 
health  inspection  it  cost  $1  in  Montreal ; 
nothing  in  New  York.  In  the  former 
port  there  is  one  hospital  and  police 
charges  of  five  cents  per  ton,  say  $15  ; 
nothing  in  the  latter.  The  towage  in- 
ward and  outward,  to  the  sea,  is  $275  ; 
in  NjBw  York  it  is  only  $50.      Pilotage 
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ifl  $118.25  from  Montroal  ;  from  New 
York  it  is  only  $73.70.  Wharfage  is, 
in  Montreal,  $LO0;  in  New  York 
nothing — making  a  total  charge  against 
Montreal  of  $560.75  ;  while,  for  the  port 
of  New  York,  for  the  same  towage,  it  is 
only  $179.76— a  difference  of  $380.99 
in  favor  of  New  York,  as  the  following 
will  shew : — 


For  Twenty  Days.      Montreal.    New  York 


Harbor  dues  three- 
fourth  cents  per  day. 

To  the  owner  of  the 
whart 

Customs 

Health  officer 

Hospital  and  police 
dues,  5  cts.  per  ton 

Inward  and  outward 
towage 

Inward  and  outward 
pilotage 


Difference     against 
Montreal  ..... 


$45  00 

7  50 
7  60 
1  00 

15  00 

275  00 

118  25 


$561  75 
179  70 


$382  05 


$40  00 
6  00 


60  00 
73  70 


$179  70 


Shewing  that  the  charges  at  the  port 
of  Montreal  are  more  than  three  times 
those  of  New  York. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACDONALD— Do  for- 
eign vessels  pay  the  same  da  ties  as  home 
ships  in  New  York  1 

Hon,  Mr.  TRUDEL— I  do  not  know, 
but  I  suppose  they  are  the  same,  be- 
cause I  see  there  are  many  charges 
which  are  not  made  in  New  York  that 
are  made  in  Monti*ea1. 

Hon.-  Mr.  MACDONALD— Foreign 
ships  pay  double  the  amount  in  San 
Francisco  that  home  ships  do. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— I  do  not  think 
this  question  should  be  dealt  with  as  a 
local  one.  I  think  that  the  Government 
should  take  the  necessary  steps  to  induce 
the  trade  of  the  West  to  ^me  down  by 
the  Canadian  route,  whatever  may  l)e 
the  sacrifice,  becanse  I  thins  the  time 
has  passed  when  it  would  be  advisable 
to  adopt  a  different  policy  after  spend- 
ing millions  of  money  upon  the  route. 
I  consider  that,  before  saddling  the  coun- 
try with  the  heavy  debt  which  has 
ijeen  put  upon  our  shoulders  to 
Hon.  Mr.  TrudeL 


open  up  our  great  national  highway, 
the  time  was  then  opportune  to  a-^cer- 
tain  whether  such  an  expenditure  would 
have  the  nece-ssary  effect  of  bringing  the 
trade  of  the  West  through  our  waters  ; 
but  the  expense  having  been  incurred,  I 
consider  it  would  not  be  a  proper  policy 
to  stop  now  for  the  sake  of  saving  one  or 
two  millions  of  dollars,  and  allow  that 
trade  to  be  captured  by  a  foreign  coun- 
try. The  other  day  I  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  time  had  come  for  the 
Government  or  Parliament  to  consider 
the  question  whether  it  would  not  be  far 
better,  in  the  public  interest,  that  those 
works — the  St.  Lawrence  Kiver  im- 
provements— should  be  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  Government.  But  I  think 
that  I  am  in  a  position  to  cite  facts  and 
authorities,  which  will  shew  clearly  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  of  the 
day  to  resume  the  control  of  those  works, 
and  this  with  due  respect  to  the  charac- 
ter for  honor,  integrity  and  capacity  of 
the  gentlemen  comix)sing  the  Harbor 
Commission.  The  amounts  expended 
upon  those  works  on  the  Hiver  St.  Law- 
rence, from  1841  to  the  Ist  of  July 
last,  are  as  follow : — 
DC■PI^'I^ro    between    quebeo    and  uohtreal— 

LAKE  ST. PITEB. 

Amount  expended  by 
Govt,  of  Canada 
from  1841,  to  3l8t 
December,  1849, 
£7^y5U  98.  6d...  .$294,305  90 

Amount  through  Har- 

.  bor  Corns.,  let  Jan- 
uary, 1850, to  30th 
June,  1867 869,929  18 


Amount  throuRh  Har- 
bor Corns.,  year  en- 
ded 30th  June,1874$275,000  00 

Amount  through  Har- 
bor Coms.,  year  en- 
ded 30th  June,!  875  269,000  00 

Amount  through  Har- 
bor Corns.,  year  en- 
ded 30th  June,1876  192,000  00 

Amount  through  Har- 
bor Corns.,  year  en- 
ded 30th  June,  18  77  122,000  00 


-$1,164,235  08 


Amount  through  Har- 
bor Corns.,  year  en- 
ded 30th  June,  1878  130,000  00 

Amount  through  Har- 
bor Corns.,  year  en- 
dcfl  30th  June,  1879  178,000  00 


858,000  00 


308,000  00 


Total $2,330,235  08 
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Expended  by  Govt,  of 

t Canada  to  3 1  st  De- 
cember, 1849 $294,305  90 

Expended  by  Harbor 

Corns.,  Yiz.  : — Pre- 

viousConfederation 

$869,929.18.      Ist 
^    July,  1867,  to  30th 

June,  1879,  $1,166,- 

000.00 \..  2,036,929  18 


Total $2,330,235  08 

Those  figures  ai*e  taken  from  the  Public 
Accounts.  The  tstal  expenditure  there- 
fore, since  1841,  amounts  to  $2,330,235, 
up  to  the  30th  June,  1879,  and,  I  sup- 
pose, the  expenditure  for  this  year  is  as 
large  as  last  year's.  The  works  in  Lake 
St.  Peter  were  begun  on  a  plan  to  cut  a 
straight  channel  through  it.  The  works 
were  under  the  control  of  the  Goyem- 
ment  up  to  1850,  and  this  plan  was 
carried  out  at  a  comparatively  small  cost. 
Since  1850,  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
have  had  control,  and  it  is  a  remarkable 
fact  that,  after  B2)ending  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  in  the  same  direction,  they 
decided  to  abandon  the  straight  channel 
and  revert  to  the  old  and  crooked  chan- 
nel, and  it  is  in  opening  up  that  last 
channel  that  most  of  this  enormous 
expenditure  of  $2,330,235  has  taken 
place.  1  find  in  the  sessional  papers  of 
1867-8,  when,  I  believe,  Mr.  Chapais 
was  Minister  of  Public  Works,  the  lol- 
lowing  report.  (See  Sessional  Papers  8, 
Vol.  I.,  No.  6,  1867-68,  page  39.)  :— 

<<  There  were  so  many  conflicting  state- 
ments and  rumors  circulated  in  reference  to 
the  supposed  silting,  or  filling  up,  of  the  ex- 
cavated channel,  that,  in  1848,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  personally  inspected 
the  works,  and  caused  a  great  number  of 
soundings  to  be  taken  in  his  presence.  The 
Commissioner  reported  the  result  Of  his  visit 
to  the  Governor  and  stated  that  the  newly-ex- 
cavated channel  was  not  filling  up ;  that  *  the 
width  of  the  channel  varied  in  some  places 
from  100  to  160  feet;  that  the  total  length, 
where  the  dredges  had  been  in^opcration,  was 
seven  miles ;  and  that  there  'y^^  remained 
from  one  and  a  half  to  two  miles  to  be  exca- 
vated, in  order  to  complete  the  straight 
cut.' 

"  •  •  •  •  The  merchants  of  Mon- 
treal having  repeatedly  urged  on  the 
Gpvemment  the  importance  of  completiug, 
at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  the  deepen- 
ing of  a  channel  through  the  lake,  and 
having  stated  that  they  would  cheerfully  sub- 
mit to  a  toll  levied  on  all  vessels  of  great 
draft  which  would  pass  through  the  lake, 
an  Act  was  passed  in  August,  1850,  empower- 
ing the  Harbor  Commissioners  of  Montreal  to 
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excavate  a  channel  through  Lake  St.  Peter,, 
to  a  depth  of  16  feet,  the  said  channel  to  be 
made  in  such  a  manner,  direction,  and  place  as 
should  be  deemed  best  by  the  Commissioners, 
aod  also  to  deepen  the  channel  in  the  St. 
Lawrence  at  or  near  the  Isle  Plate. 

"  •  •  •  •  The  Harbor  Cemmissioners, 
after  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  deemed  it  advisable  to 
abandon  the  works  commenced  on  the  new 
channel,  and  resolved  to  deepen  and  enlarge 
the  natural  channel.  This  improvement 
necessitated  an  excavation,  in  this  channel,  of 
eleven  and  a  half  miles  in  length.'' 

I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  fact :  that  the  Harbor  Com- 
missioners abandoned  the  straight  chan- 
nel adopted  in  1844  by  the  Board  of 
Works,  after  seven  miles  of  it  had  been 
opened  up,  and  when  only  a  mile  and  a 
ha]f,  or  two  miles,  of  it  remained  to  be 
done,  and  adopted  a  crooked  channel, 
where  they  had  to  excavate  for  a  dis- 
tance of  eleven  and  a  half  miles.  The 
reason  given  for  making  this  change  was 
that  the  straight  channel  was  filling  up, 
but  experience  has  demonstrated  that, 
instead  of  filling,  it  has  been  deepening. 
I  shall  now  quote,  with  the  permission  of 
the  House,  a  statement  made  by  a  gen- 
tleman of  great  experience,  a  man  who  ia 
a  high  authority  in  these  matters.  He 
says : — 

"  What  were  the  reasons  for  abandoning  the 
works  begun  on  the  south  side  ?  It  was  a 
great  mistake,  as  I  shall  shew,  for,  if  the  re- 
port of  experienced  persons  is  to  be  believed,, 
this  abandoned  channel  was  the  best,  and  the 
one  that  should  have  been  followed  in  pre- 
ference to  all  others,  for  it  has  improved  by 
purely  natural  means.  Indeed,  according  to 
the  indications  of  the  chart,  we  find  that  when 
it  was  abandoned  there  was  fifteen  feet  of 
water  where  it  had  been  dredged,  whilst  there 
was  eleven  feet  of  water  on  the  shoals,  and, 
according  to  the  report  of  these  same  ex- 
perienced persons  of  whom  I  have  just  spoken 
—the  Superintendent  of  Pilots  and  Captain 
Armstrong — a  depth  of  twenty  feet  of  water  is 
to  be  found  where  there  were  but  fifteen  be- 
fore .  It  is  not  so  in  the  northern  ckannel ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  level  gets  lower  there 
•very  day,  and  still  they  say  the  improvements 
there  are  complete.  Tbey  are  far  from  being 
so,  and,  what  is  more,  they  never  will  be,  for, 
according  to  the  report  of  several  pilots,  thia- 
channel  (the  northern  crooked  one)  ia 
gradually  filling  up .  There  i»  nothing  sur* 
prising  in  that  to  anyone  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  soil  through  which  this 
channel  passes.  It  has  been  out  throu£^ 
moving  mud,  so  that  the  sides  of  this  channel 
being  cut  perpendicularly,  gradually  cave  in 
under  the  pressure  of  the  numerous  steamers 
which  are  constantly  going  and  coming. 
Naturally  enough,  thin  mud  MU  into  the  cut 
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«iid  fills  it  up,  little  bjr  little,  and  here  is  a 
proof  in  support  of  this  assertion,  which  is 
famished  bf  the  report  •of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Pilot  Office.  According  to  him,  the 
bnoys  that  indicate  the  edges  of  the  cut  are 
^nemlly  placed  two  feet  inside  the  former 
line,'*  etc. 

I  think  it  is  due  to  those  w\ko,  at  the 
time,  opposed  the  change,  to  mention 
these  facts,  and  to  state  that  it  is  uni- 
versally conceded  now  that  the  public 
money  has  been  wasted  through  the 
mistaken  policy  of  the  Harbor  Com- 
missioners of  the  time.  And  every  year 
the  public  money  continues  to  be  wasted, 
-when^  by  the  expenditure  of  a  lew  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  the  straight  channel 
could  be  made  navigable,  I  desire  to 
lay  before  the  House  some  statements 
respecting  the  change  of  channel,  con- 
tained in  a  memor}indum  that  h>is  l)een 
furnished  to  me  upon  the  subject.  I  ex- 
tract from  it  the  following  : — 

'*  That  is  one  of  the  disadvantages  of  this 
•channel,  and  it  is  a  great  one,  for  this  channel 
will  conttnnally  require  improvements,  and  it 
will  never  be  complete.  Another  disadvan- 
tage is  that'it  is  crooked,  so  that  vessels  can- 
not go  through  there  during  the  night,  not- 
withstanding the  nine  lights  that  are  placed 
there.  Now,  let  us  see  what  advantages  are 
•offered  by  the  Vaughan  (the  straight)  channel. 
If,  instead  of  abandoning  it,  the  works  begun 
there  had  been  continued,  we  would  now  have 
a  good  straight  channel,  which  would  have 
been  completed  a  long  time  ago.  On  thia 
channel  there  would  be  but  one  bend,  and, 
with  six  lights,  vessels  could  easily  pass 
through  it  during  the  night,  and  avoid  delays 
in  waiting  for  the  daytime  to  pass  through  the 
lake.  Thus  it  seems  evident  to  me  that  the 
Vaughan  channel  was  too  hastily  given  up, 
and  that  the  influences  that  brought  about 
this  unfortunate  step  were  based  rather  upon 
•false  reports  than  upon  a  personal  knowledge.*' 

^  much  for  Lake  St.  Peter.  The  ad- 
visability of  reverting  to  those  facts  has 
been  questioned.  I  am  asked :  **  What 
is  the  use  of  going  back,  after  twenty 
years,  to  those  matters  ? "  I  do  so  as  a 
matter  of  justice  to  those  who,  at  the 
time,  opposed  that  disastrous  policy ; 
that  alone  ia  a  sufficient  reason.  They 
have  been,  for  twenty  years,  baffled  and 
laughed  at,  and  their  advice  has  been 
despised.  But  thero  is  a  more  import- 
ant reason :  The  same  niinous  policy  has 
been  continued,  and,  for  the  last  few 
years,  if  I  may  rely  upon  the  meoioran- 
dnm  I  hold  in  my  hand,  the  officers  of 
the  Harbor  Commission  have  continued 
to  make  the  improvements  in  the  wrong 
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direction,  and  waste  the  public  money, 
especially  at  Cap-Charles,  Cap  4-la-Roche, 
Cap-I^vrard,  Contrecoeur,  etc.,  always 
against  the  sidvice  of  the  most  competent 
men.  I  continue  to  quote  from  the 
same  memorandum  : — 

<<  At  Gap  Charles  a  channel  was  cut  through 
the  bar  formed  by  the  point  of  the  Gape.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  this  channel,  cut 
through  the  bar,  renders  the  passing  of  this 
bar  much  easier.  This  channel  is  marked 
out  by  floating  buoys  and  lights,  that  are 
soon  to  be  put  in  place.  Unfortunately,  it 
takes  us  right  upon  a  shoal,  which  exists  a 
little  higher  up,  called  Fouiller  k  Bayer. 
There  is  th«  fiiult  to  be  found  with  this  cut, 
and  that  is  what  lays  it  open  to  blame.  A 
line  more  to  the  south  should  have  been 
chosen;  by  following  the  natural  channel 
lying  to  the  south  ot  the  Pouiller  this  shoal 
would  have  been  avoided.  It  is  strange  that 
the  engineers  did  not  discover  this  channel. 
But  what  is  stranger  still  is  the  fact  that  they 
do  not  avail  themselves  of  it,  but  persist 
in  following  the  course  already  taken, 
which  renders  necessary  the  removal  of  the 
shoal,  which  is  soon  to  be  undertaken.  Why 
thus  dredge,  at  great  expense,  an  artificial 
channel  where  there  exists  a  natural  one, 
that,  with  a  little  improvement,  might  be 
made  excellent?  In  comparison  with  the 
works  contemplated,  this  would  cost  but 
little ;  and  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the 
existence  of  this  natural  channel  is  unknown, 
for  in  1876,  when  the  works  were  inspected, 
the  superintendent  of  the  pilots,  who  was 
aware  of  the  existence  of  this  channel,  deemed 
it  his  duty  to  point  it  out  to  the  members  of 
the  Harbor  CommissionerB,  as  well  as  the 
channel  that  should  have  been  followed, 
demonstrating  the  existence  of  the  latter  by 
means  of  soundings.  But,  as  usual,  the  Gom- 
missioners  paid  no  heed  to  his  opinion,  in 
order  not  to  injure  the  reputation  of 
engineers  appointed  by  them.  Uow  is  it  that, 
after  so  many  soundings,  this  channel  was 
not  discovered  7  What  great  costs  would  have 
been  saved  1  This  fitct  proves  that  the  persons 
entrusted  with  these  works  are  not  well 
acquainted  with  the  river,  or  else  that  their 
investigations  are  not  rightly  prosecuted,  and 
that  they  care  little  about  saving  the  public 
money,  and  still  less  about  improving  the 
channel.  tk>  much  for  the  history  of  the 
works  performed  in  this  place.  As  for  the 
future,  it  is  proposed  to  remove  the  Pouiller  k 
Bayer  above  alluded  to.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  this  work  will  necessitate  a  great 
expenditure  that  might  be  easily  avoided.  It 
would  be  preferable  to  widen  the  cut  made 
through  the  bar  of  tSap  Gharles,  of  which  I 
have  already  spoken,  and  to  carry  it  farther 
to  the  south,  so  as  to  avoid  the  shoal,  and  fall 
into  the  natund  channel  lying  to  the  south  of 
the  shoal.  The  money  that  is  to  be  spent  for 
t^  removal  of  this  Pouiller  could  be  fiur 
better  employed  for  the  widening  of  the  cut 
m  a  southerly  direction,  for  this  cut  is 
too    narrow,    and    offers.^  moreover,    great 
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danger  for  large  vessels.  Dredges  ought 
to  be  set  to  work  there  in  order  to  widen  it 
and  render  it  less  perilous.  By  this  means  we 
would  have,  in  a  few  years,  a  channel  wide 
enough  to  give  a  passage  in  a  straight  line 
from  the  point  of  the  river.  Duchene,  of^  Cap  & 
la  Boche.  By  following  this  course,  vessels 
would  avoid,  by  passing  to  the  south,  the  Pou- 
iller  k  Rayer,  the  removal  of  which  would  be- 
come unnecessary  By  placing  two  lights  on 
the  point  of  the  River  Duchene,  in  order  to 
guide  the  course  of  vessels,  and  another  on 
Cap  Charles,  we  would  have  a  magnificent 
channel  that  would  save  the  cost  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  Pouiller  k  Kayer.  That  is  the 
way  in  which  the  works  at  Cap  Charles  have 
been  carried  on.  It  is  evident  that  they  might 
have  been  more  satisfactorily  performed  at 
less  cost,  and  that  much  can  yet  be  saved  and 
the  works  well  done,  provided  that  some  heed 
is  taken  of  the  opinions  of  persons  who, 
though  they  occupy  an  inferior  position,  can 
at  least  be  useful  and  render  much  service  on 
account  of  the  practical  knowledge  they  pos- 
sess of  the  river.  The  past  should  be  a  lesson 
for  the  future.  The  public  would  gain  there- 
by. Let  us  now  pass  to  the  works  carried  on 
at  Cap  k  la  Roche. 

<<  2.  GAP  Ila  rochc. 
"The  improvements  at  Cap  &  la  Roche 
have  not  been  carried  on  as  they  should 
have  been,  for  at  this  place  the  bottom, 
from  one  shore  to  the  other,  is  an  almost 
even  shingle,  but  paved  with  boulders 
and  rocky  ledges.  It  is  in  this  shingle  that, 
after  having  removed  the  boulders,  they  have 
dredged  the  new  channel.  This  channel, 
where  the  works  have  been  going  on  for  the 
last  two  years,  is  only  150  teet  wide,  and  has, 
moreover,  irregular  currents,  that  render  it 
dangerous.  If,  instead  of  making  this  new 
channel,  they  had  removed  the  boulders  from 
the  natural  one,  acbording  to  the  reports  of 
Captain  Armstrong  and  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Pilot  Office  in  1877, 
we  would  have  a  much  better  channel. 
By  comparing  the  two  we  will  be  easily  con- 
vinced of  this.  The  old  channel  has  an  even 
bottom,  which  the  new  one  has  not ;  its  cur- 
rents are  regular,  whilst  irregular  currents  are 
frequently  met  with  in  the  new  channel, 
which,  together  with  the  rocky  points  project- 
ing from  each  side  in  a  cut  only  150  feet 
wide,  will  always  make  it  dangerous.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  old  channel  presents  no  diffi- 
culty  in  either  going  up  or  down  the  river. 
After  having  dredged,  at  such  great  cost,  this 
channel  in  the  shingle,  and,  after  having  spent 
two  years  in  giving  it  a  width  of  160  feet,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  spend  as  much  more 
money  and  time  as  has  been  spent,  in  order 
to  give  a  width  of  300  feet,  which  is  required 
for  the  present  wants  of  navigation.  Thus, 
if  they  had  been  satisfied  with  removing  the  ' 
boulders  from'  the  old  northern  'channel,  we 
would  have  as  much  water,  and  the  passage 
ofthis  old  channel  would  be  much  less  dan- 
gerous than  that  of  the  new  one  that  they 
have  been  obliged  to  cut  through  the  solid 
rock  near  Cap  ^^^Roche.  If  to  that  be 
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added  the  cost  of  building  and  keeping  up  the? 
two  lighthouses  placed  for  the  use  of  this  chan- 
nel, on  the  Point  des  Grandines,  I  believe  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  convince  the  public  that 
the  dredging  of  this  new  c^hannel  was  entirely- 
useless,  and  that  the  expenditure  it  has  in- 
volved is  a  dead  loss.  Therefore,  in  this 
place,  we  might  have  had  a  good  channel 
without  much  expense.  It  was  only  neces- 
sary to  improve  the  old  one,  which  could  have 
been  done  at  little  cost.    But  let  us  continue  r 

"  3.   CAP  LfiVBARD. 

"  The  report  of  Captain  Armstrong  and  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Pilot  Office,  in  1877,  of 
which  I  have  already  spoken,  recommended 
merely  the  cutting  away  of  the  point  of  the 
shoal,  at  St.  Anns,  so  as  to  widen,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  straighten  the  channel  at  this 
place,  for  this  channel,  improved  by  Captain 
Armstrong,  entrusted  with  the  dredges,  and  who 
worked  there  for  two  or  three  years,  presented 
no  danger  whatever.  But  that  was  not  deemed 
sufficient.  Far  from  it.  This  channel  was 
abandoiied,  and  a  new  one,  that  was  not  neces- 
sary, was  cut  through  nearly  the  entire  width 
of  the  shoal.  I  really  do  not  know  what 
could  have  been  the  motive  of  diedging  this 
new  channel,  seeing  that  no  difficulty  had  been 
Experienced  in  the  other.  Why  was  not  the 
money  spent  >  in  dredging  this  channel  ap- 
plied to  improving  the  existing  one,  or  rather 
a  part  of  it,  for  it  would  not  have  required  the 
whole  amount?  Really,  to  see  the  way  things 
are  carried  on,  one  would  say  that  each  engi- 
neer aspires  to  have  a  channel  of  his  own,  re- 
gardless of  expense,  and  without  taking  any 
pains  to  ascertain  whether  another  channel 
exists  that  might  be  rendered  good  with  a  little 
improvement.  So  much  so,  that,  if  the  pre- 
sent Government  appointed  another  engineer, 
he  would  doubtless  dig  a  third  channel  to  re- 
place the  two  existing  ones,  which,  according 
to  him,  would  be  worthless.  Thus,  if  a  part 
only  of  the  amount  sunk  in  the  new  channel 
had  been  expended  on  improvements  in  the 
old  one,  we  would  have,  to-day,  a  very  practi- 
cable channel,  whilst,  as  it  is,  out  of  the  two 
that  exist,  both  require  improving.  That  is 
how  the  public  funds  are  squandered.  It  is  in 
order  to  avoid  such  useless  expenditure  tliafc 
the  pilots  requested  the  Harbor  Commissionera 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  pilots,  whose  duty 
it  would  be  to  come  to  an  understanding  with 
the  engineer  as  to  the  places  where  works 
could  be  the  most  advantageously  carried  on . 
1  am  convinced  that,  by  this  means,  great  sums 
might  be  saved. 

'<  5.   THB  OHAHNML  AT  OORTBSOaVB. 

^  There,  again,  after  an  enormous  amount 
had  been  spent  in  dredging  a  channel  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  a  new  one  was  made  on 
the  south  side.  I  would  ask  any  reasonable 
man,  acquainted  with  the  requiremeqt^  of 
navigation  at  th'is  point,  whether  the  dredging 
of  this  new' channel  was  necessary.  It  is 
claimed,  in  justification,  that  the  northern 
channel  is  dangerous.  This  is  not  the  case. 
On  the  cont||ary,  ajl  the  pilots  will  tell  you 
that  it  is  less  dangerous  than  the  southern 
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channel,  because  it  is  straighter,  and  because 
there  the  currents  offer  no  obstacle,  whilst 
the  southern  channel  is  not  only  crooked,  but 
also  full  of  strong  currents,  which  flow,  when 
the  water  is  low,  at  the  rate  of  from  five  to  six 
miles  an  hour.  That  is  what  is  dangerous, 
especially  when  ressels  meet.  It  is  true  that 
the  southern  channel  gives  deeper  soundings, 
but,  if  the  works  in  the  northern  channel  had 
been  continued,  and  if  a  part  only  of  the 
amount  spent  in  the  new  one  had  been  em- 
ployed in  improvements  in  the  old,  this  chan- 
nel  would,  to-day,  be  in  perfect  order,  whilst, 
as  it  is,  we  have  two  defective  channels,  and 
the  new  one,  for  the  above-stated  reasons,  is 
more  dangerous  than  the  old  one.  For,  in  the 
latter,  even  in  the  state  it  is  now  in,  vessels 
aie  only  exposed  to  ground  in  the  mud,  as  it 
has  happened  sometimes,  but  no  serious  acci- 
dent ever  occurred  there.  In  my  opinion,  this 
reason  was  not  sufficient  to  cause  it  to  be 
abandoned,  and  to  necessitate  the  dredging  of 
a  new  one." 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
fact  that  those  works  have  always  been 
entered  upon  contrary  to  the  advice. af 
two  of  the  most  competent    officei-s — 
Captain  Charles  Armstrong  and  the  Su- 
perintendent   of    Pilots.       Years  after- 
wards, high  authorities  on   the  subject 
say  that,  after  all   this   expenditure,  the 
natural  channel  is  better  than  the  arti- 
ficial  one,  which   has  been  cut  through 
rock   at  a   very   large    expense.      This 
dotument,  from  which  I  have  quoted,  is 
Tery  long.     I  shall  deposit  it  in  the  De- 
partment  of    Public    Works    at    once, 
and    I     may  say  that  the  writer  of  it 
is  prepared,  at  any  time,   to  prove  his 
allegations.     I  hold  in  my  hand  the  re- 
port of  the  Select  Committee,  appointed 
two  •r  three  sessions  ago,  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  of   the  dismissal   of  certain 
officials  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners. 
Among  the  lacts  brought  out  in  evidence 
was   this :   that  an   old  official,   Pieire 
Cot^,  one  of  the  most  competent  men  in 
the  country,  was  dismisaed  on  the  repre- 
sentation by  the  Engineer  of  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  that  his  salary  was  too 
large.     Pierre  Cot^  had  built  more  than 
twenty  steamers  and  other  vessels,  and 
was  called  upon  by  the  large  navigation 
companies  to   remedy  defects    ill   their 
vessels  which  had  been  turned  out  of  the 
yards  of  the  best  builders  in  the  country. 
This  man  filled  the  position   of  superin- 
tendent in  the  important  shipyard  of  the 
Harbor   Commission    at    Sorel.      Hon. 
gentlemen  will  liave  an  iiloa  of  the  im- 
portance and  •  mag^itude  of  the  .affiurs 
controlled  by  that  trust  frofii  the  fact, 
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stated  in  this  report,  that  about  sixty 
vessels,  most  of  which  are  steam 
vessels,  belong  to  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sion, and  are  employed  for  its  works. 
Cot^  was  at  once  the  superintendent  and 
the  engineer  of  the  yard.  His  salary 
was  $960  a  year,  and  he  dischai-ged  hi» 
duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  everybody  ; 
but  he  was  dismissed  on  the  score  of 
economy,  and  replaced  by  a  superinten- 
dent who  receives  $2,000,  and  a  foreman, 
who  is  paid  about  $600  a  year,  an  in- 
crease, for  the  performance  of  the  same 
work,  of  over  $1,600  a  year.  It  is 
stated  in  a  newspa|)er  of  Sorel  that, 
besides  these  two  officers,  an  engineer 
has  also  been  api>ointed,  at  a  salary  of 
$1,500,  to  do  a  portion  of  the  work 
which  was  so  satisfactorily  done  by  Cot6. 
If  that  is  true  (I  have  not  been  able  as 
yet  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  this 
statement)  the  additional  expense  in- 
curred by  the  change  exceeds  $3,000. 
That  is  the  diiect  result  of  dishiissing  a 
man  of  the  most  upright  and  honorable 
character,  and  whose  ability  is  unques- 
tioned. The  Select  Committee  who  in- 
vestigated this  matter  did  not  seem  to 
have  time  to  inquire  into  all  the  charges 
brought  against  the  Commissioners,  but 
I  observe  that  no  less  than  ten  or  fifteen 
employes,  who  were  said  to  be  well 
qualified  for  their  positions,  were  dis- 
charged without  cause.  There  is  another 
matter  to  which  I  desire  t6  call  the  at- 
tention of  ihe  House.  Two  years  ago,  a 
sounding  apparatus  was  invented  by  a 
gentleman  in  the  service  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  mode  of  sounding  hitherto 
has  been  to  tie  two  poles  on  each 
side  of  a  boat  and  run  in  the  channel. 
It  very  often  happened  that  these 
poles  ran  between  boulders  without 
touching  them,  and  the  channel  was  re- 
ported to  be  perfectly  safe.  The  next 
day,  pei*haps,  a  vessel  navigating  that 
same  channel  would  strike  upon  one  of 
those  boulders,  with,  very  often,  serious 
consequences.  The  apparatus  to  which 
I  have  referred  was  designed  to  remedy 
this.  It  is  described  in  the  report  of  the 
Patent  Office  of  June,  1878,  under  the 
number  8,774.  In  company  with  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen,  principally  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  all  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  these  matters,  I  visited 
t^he  Patent  Office  and  ins|)ected  the 
model   of  this  apparatus.      The  unani- 
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mous  opinion  was  that  it  was  an  admir- 
.able  invention,  and  we  could  not  under- 
stand why  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
had  not  adopted  it.  The  reason  is,  as  I 
am  informed,  that  the  engineer  of  the 
harbor  will  not  allow  any  invention  but 
his  own  to  be  used.  I  consulted  en- 
gineers in  the  Board  of  Works,  who  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  model, 
and  they  all  agreed  that  they  had  never 
seen  a  more  useful  invention.  The 
Harbor  Commissioners,  when  it  was 
patented,  voted  a  sum  of  money  to  give 
it  a  trial,  but  I  am  told  that  the  engineer 
of  the  harbor  refused  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  it.  This  may  appear  to  be  a 
trifling  matter,  but  it  is  not ;  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  ex- 
pended in  taking  soundings.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  work  is  done  in  winter, 
through  holes  cut  in  the  ice,  and  the 
House  can  readily  understand  how  ex- 
pensive such  work  must  be.  You  can 
only  sound  one  point  at  each  hole.  With 
this  apparatus,  an  ordinary  steamer 
would  sound  aboat  fifty  miles  in  length 
of  a  channel  in  one  day.  Some  ftrty  or 
fifty  men  connected  with  the  navigation 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  have  asked  me  if 
there  is  no  way  by  which  the  Commis- 
sion can  be  induced  to  adopt  this  useful 
invention.  The  explanation  of  all  these 
facts  is  always  the  same  :  the  officials  of 
the  Commission  control  the  whole  of 
these  works,  and  they  ai-e,  properly 
speaking,  responsible  to  nobody.  How 
can  you  expect  a  merchant,  however  in- 
telligent and  public-spirited  he  may  be, 
to  devote  the  time,  which  is  demanded 
by  his  own  business,  to  such  matters  ? 
How  can  men,  who  are  engrossed  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  effectively  control 
these  engineers  1  Practically,  they  are 
under  no  control. 

Hon.    Mr.   AIKINS— Are   they  not 
paid  by  the  Harbor  Commissioii  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— Yes. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Then  the  Har- 
bor Commission  ought  to  control  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— Theoretically, 
that  is  true ;  but,  practically,  it  is  not.  To 
be  properly  controlled,  a  man  must  be 
under  the  direction  of  somebody  who 
<;an  judge  of  his  work.  How  can  you 
expect  a  merchant,  who  devotes  all  his 
time  to  looking  after  his  business,  to 
spend  days  and  months  on  the  river  to 
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ascertain  whether  the  employes  of  the 
Commission  are  competent  or  not?  I 
would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the 
head  engineer  is  not  a  competent  man. 
From  what  I  have  been  told,  I  believe 
that  he  is  a  good  engineer,  but  I  am 
obliged  to  conclude,  from  the  facts  I  have 
mentioned,  that  he  is  not  fit  for  the  po- 
sition which  he  holds.  I  stated,  the  other 
day,  on  the  authority  of  a  Montreal 
newspaper,  whose  statement  was  not  con- 
tradicted, that  the  result  of  appointing 
him  has  been  to  increase  the  expense  of 
the  engineer's  office  by  nearly  $7,000  per 
annum,  and  the  work  is  less  satisfactory. 
Without  attaching  blame  to  the  Com- 
miftsioners,  I  contend  that  those  works 
are  of  such  magnitude  that  the  time  has 
come  for  Parliament  and  the  Government 
to  consider  seriously  whether  they  should 
not  be  brought  under  the  management  of 
one  of  the  public  departments,  whose  offi- 
cers are  better  qualified  to  say  what 
should  be  done,  and  who  can  put  an  end 
to  the  enormous  expenditures  which  are 
followed  by  such  unsatisfactory  results. 
I  ask,  first,  for  the  resolutions  of  the 
Board  of  Trade;  and,  second,  for  all 
statements  and  papers  shewing  the  cost 
of  those  works.  In  doing  so,  I  urge 
again  the  necessity  for  the  Government 
to  adopt  a  policy  such  as  will  relieve  the 
trade  of  the  St.  Lawrence  of  the  charges 
which  prevent  a  successlul  competition 
with  the  American  channels ;  and,  in 
doing  it,  I  do  not  advocate  more  the 
interests  of  Montreal  than  those  of 
Quebec  or  any  other  city. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— I  shall  not,  of 
course,  follow  the  hon.  gentleman  into  all 
the  details  of  his  speech,  for  I  am  sure 
it  is  quite  impossible  that  anyone  could 
understand  them,  except  by  having  a 
map  before  him,  and  after  having  made 
a  long  inquiry  as  to  the  facts.  It  is 
evident  that  some  person,  who  may,  per- 
haps, be  particularly  competent,  and,  for 
all  we  know,  may  be  very  incompetent, 
has  thought  that  he  knows  better  than 
the  engineers  and  all  those  gentlemen 
who  are  employed  on  this  work  how 
it  shall  be  managed.  For  my  part, 
if  the  Government  say  that  this 
person  is  one  who  speaks  with  authority, 
or  if  they  have  any  doubt  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Harbor  Trust  is  being 
conducted,  and,  therefore,  consider  it 
necessary  to  institute  an  inquiry  and  to 
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undergo  the  expenses  that  would  be  en- 
tailed thereby,  I  see  no  objection  to 
granting  the  hon.  gentleman's  motion. 
I  do  not  want  to  be  understood  as 
opposing  an  inquiry  into  a  matter  of 
«nch  consequence  as  this ;  but  if  what  the 
hon.  gentleman  has  stated  is  well  founded, 
I  think  we  must  admif^  that  the  perver- 
sity of  the  series  of  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners who  have  managed  these  works 
has  been  beyond  all  i>erversity  hitherto 
^eard  of.  I  believe  human  nature  is 
thought  bj  some  to  be  naturally  per- 
verse, but  I  can  hardly  believe  thft  it 
has  reached  the  extent  of  perversity 
*which  has  been  disclosed  by  the  state- 
ment read  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  if  the 
statement  is  well  feunded.  What  are  we 
to  conclude  from  it  ?  That  one  Board  of 
Commissioners  after  another — ^gentle- 
men who  know  the  river,  and  whose 
interest  in  the  river  is  greater  than  that 
of  any  hon.  gentleman  in  this  House — 
Jiave  gone  on,  year  after  year,  doing  what 
is  perfectly  useless,  and  heaping  up  costs 
and  expenses  on  their  own  trade.  The 
hon.  Senator  speaks  of  the  competence 
of  the  gentleman  who  has  given  him 
this  report.  I  do  not  know  his  name, 
hut  this  I  do  know :  that  the  firm  of 
Allan  ^  Company  have  three  or  four  ves- 
sels going  up  and  down  the  river  every 
week,  and  that  they  have  experienced 
pilots  on  board.  It,  therefore,  seems  to 
me  very  strange  that  these  gentlemen 
have  not  found  out  ere  this  all  these  per- 
versities and  monstrosities  which  have 
been  going  on  for  years,  and  which  have 
been  yearly  augmenting  expenses  of  their 
trade.  If  it  is  a  fact,  it  is  one  of  those 
instances  in  which  facts  ake  more  extra^ 
ordinary  than  romance,  in  real  life.  I 
think  there  is  some  mistake  in  the  hon. 
genMeman's  remarks  as  to  the  time  when 
the  policy  of  making  the  straight  chan- 
nel was  changed  and  the  construction 
of  what  is  cietlled  the  crooked  channel  was 
-commenced. 

Hon,  Mr.  TRUDEL— I  took  it  from 
-the  report  of  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works  for  1867. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— However  that 
may  be,  this  is  very  clear :  At  one  time, 
the  Government  into  whose  hands  the 
hon.  gentleman  desireu  again  to  put  this 
work,  undertook  to  manage  it ;  but  they 
failed,  and  abandoned  it.  It  was 
Hon.  Mr,  Fenny'. 


then  put  by  the  Government  into  the 
hands  of  a  Commission,  and  that  Com- 
mission has  carried  out  the  work  success- 
fully. The  hon  gentleman  tells  us  that 
the  dredged  channel,  after  all  this  work, 
is  worse  than  the  channel  existing  before 
the  dredging  was  done.  But  what  is  the 
fact  ?  We  know  that  vessels  that  could 
not  formerly  come  up  by  the  natural 
channel  now  ascend  by  the  dredged 
channel,  and  we  have  vessels  of  from 
3,000  to  4,000  tons  unloading  at 
ourwhaives;  whereas,  before  these  im- 
provements were  made,  our  vessels  were 
only  300  a>r  400  tons  burden.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  ineonsistent  with  the 
hon.  gentleman's  contentions.  He  spoke 
of  Captain  Yaughan  as  a  man  of  consider- 
able talent  The  hon.  gentleman  hap- 
pens to  be  a  younger  man  than  I  am, 
and  ho  is  not  conversant  with  the  cir- 
cumstances at  the  time  when  this  change 
took  place;  otherwise,  he  would  have 
known  that  Captain  Yaughan  was  never 
put  forward  as  an  authority  in  this  mat- 
ter at  all.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  were 
as  well  aware  of  the  lacts  as  I  am,  he 
would  know  that  Captain  Yaughan  was 
net  a  scientific  man ;  and  that,  moreover, 
he  might  have  cited  persons  of  very 
great  authority  as  advocates  of  the 
straight  channel,  for  instanoe.  Captain 
Bayfield,  and  a  gentleman  whose  name  I 
do  not  at  the  moment  recollect,  who  was, 
however,  an  able  engineer,  afterwards 
employed  by  the  Imperial  Government 
at  Woolwich. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL—  I  did  not 
speak  of  Captain  Yaughan  at  all.  His 
name  was  referred  to  in  the  letter  that  I 
read,  which  simply  said  that  the  works 
were  under  his  direction.  I  know  very 
well  that  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the 
hon.  Senator  alludes  are  mentioned  in 
the  report  of  1868,  and  I  would  have 
quoted  the  whole  report,  but  that  I  saw 
thai  I  was  trespassing  on  the  time  of  the 
House. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— I  understood  the 
hon.  gentleman  to  say  that  this  straight 
channel  wax  undertaken  on  the  advice  of 
Captain  Yaughan.   > 

Hon,  Mr.  TRUDEL— No. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY-^If  that  is  so,  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say  about  him. 
But  it  is  quite  true  that  eminent  author- 
ities— Captain'  Bayfield  and  the  other 
29 
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gentlemen  whom  I  mentioned — did  rec- 
commend  it.  Whether  their  recommen- 
dation was  right  or  wrong,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say  \  but  their  scheme  failed,  and 
the  Government  gave  up  the  work,  after 
having  expended  £70,000  in  attempting 
to  construct  this  straight  channel.  They 
may  have  been  right,  oi  they  may  have 
been  wrong,  thus  to  abandon  it,  and  I 
know  there  are  people  who  think  at  this 
moment — Sir  H.  Allan,  I  believe,  among 
the  number — that  the  straight  channel 
could  have  been  had  if  it  had  been  pushed. 
Instead  of  that^  it  was  abandoned, 
and,  three  or  four  years  after- 
wards, the  Government  put  the 
whole  thing  into  the  hands  of  a 
Commission,  which  has  made  it  a  success. 
It  is  not  only  the  Commissioners,  how- 
ever, who  have  made  all  these  mistakes, 
if  they  have  been  made.  The  hon. 
gentleman  spoke,  the  other  night, 
of  a  Mr.  Neish,  who  was  the 
engineer  to  the  Board  before  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  present 
officer.  He  spoke  of  him  as  a  very  com- 
petent person,  but  I  know  there  were 
reasons  for  which  the  Board  did  not  con- 
sider it  advisable  to  continue  Mr.  Neish's 
services  as  their  engineer,  and  I  know 
that  Mr.  Kennedy  is  a  man  of  very  great 
experience  in  this  kind  of  work,  and  was 
appointed  because  of  his  expeiience. 
However,  it  is  quite  certain  that  Mr. 
Neish,  whom  the  hon.  gentleman  speaks 
of  as  being  so  very  competent,  did  all  or 
most  of  these  things  that  he  is  complain- 
ing o£  The  fact  is  that  Mr.  Kennedy  is 
merely  carrying  out  the  plans  of  his  pre- 
decessors. I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all 
necessary  to  go  into  this  question  of  the 
sounding  apparatus;  but,  as  the  Com- 
missioners were  at  first  disposed  to  lay 
out  a  sum  of  money  for  it,  the  probabili- 
ties are  that  they  found  reason,  at  last,  to 
conclude  that  they  did  not  want  the 
machine,  br  that  it  was  not  so  good  as 
it  was  supposed  to  be.  I  do  not  suppose 
the  hon.  gentleman  attaches  a  great  deal 
of  importance  to  that,  and  I  certainly  do 
not.  Then,  however,  he  speaks  of  the 
Commissioners  being  very  incompetent 
because  they  are  not  able  to  spend  all 
their  time  on  the  river.  Buppose  the 
work  were  put  into  the  hands  of  a  gov- 
ernmental department,  oould  the  Minister 
or  deputy  head  of  that  department  spend 
all  his  time  on  the  river,  or  would  he  do 
Hon,  Mr,  Penny. 


so  if  he  could  ?    You   must  have  local 
engineers,  and  the  men  who  are  so  em- 
ployed^ and  who  can  pick  out  every  stone 
or   boulder  in   the  channel,  I  think,  are 
very  much  more   likely   to  manage  the 
work   proijerly  than  any   minister  of  a 
department,  resident  in  Ottawa.     With 
regard  to   those  gentlemen   whose  dis- 
charge from  employment   is  complained 
of  by  the  hon.   gentleman  from   Sorel 
(Mr.    Guevremont),    all   I  can  say    is,, 
that  I  was  on  the  Committee,  and  that  I 
came   to  a  very  different  conclusion  tO' 
that  which  the  hon.  gentleman  who  Las 
just  spoken  has  done  from  reading  tho 
evidence  adduced  in  the  inquiry.     I  do 
not  say  anything  against  the  character  of 
these  men,  but  I  think  there   were  rea- 
sons quite  adequate  for  the  Commission- 
ers, as  employers,   to  dismiss  them,  a» 
employis.       The    hon.    gentleman     has 
spoken  of  Mr.  Cot*,  who,  I  believe,  is  a 
very  respectable  man,  a  fair   mechanic ; 
but  he  has  been  referred  to  in   terms  of 
even   superlative  praise.      It  has  been 
said,  for  instance,  that,  when  steamships 
came  from  England,  this  gentleman  used 
to  he  employed  to  correct  the  errow  of 
the  engineers  who  had  built  them.  Now,. 
I  would  remind  the  hon*  gentleman  that 
this  man  was  employed    at  only  $20  a 
week,   and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
Commissioners  had   a  most    wonderfu} 
bargain  in  him,  assuming  that  he  oould 
do  all  that  is  claimed  for  hhn.     They 
certainly  did  not    act    wisely    if  they 
got     rid     of     a     man    possessed    of 
such    transcendental    qualities — a   man 
capable    of     correcting    all    the    best 
engineers  of  England — while  he  was  to 
be  had  at  such  a  low  salary.     It  seems, 
moreover,  that,  with  all  the  market  open 
for  that  kind  of    talent,    he    is    now 
very  anxious  to  get  back  at  the  same 
salary.     There  seems  to  me  to  be  very 
great  discrepancy  between  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's representations  and  these  facts. 
I  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  these  points,  and  not  to  oppose 
in  any  manner  the  motion   of  the  hon. 
gentleman  for  an  inquiry.     It  is  for  the 
Government  to  say  whether  they  think 
there  is  any  reason  for  it.     As  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  think  that  if  an  inquiry 
be  held  it  will  turn  out  that  this  expen- 
diture, large  as  it   has   been,  was  veiy 
well  made,  and  that  the  Commisdoners — 
[  am  not  speaking  of  men  who  are  my 
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own  political  friends — will  be  shewn  to 
have  adminiBtered  this  trust  right 
through  in  a  manner  very  creditable  to 
themselves  and  very  profitable  to  the 
public. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— T  regret 
that  a  matter  of  the  highest  national  im- 
portance has  come  befoi*e  as  interlarded 
with  so  many  minor  matters  as  to  pre- 
vent its  meeting  with  the  general  inter- 
est of  the  House.  Any  matter  affecting 
the  trade  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  a  very 
important'one  to  the  whole  country,  from 
our  seaboard  to  the  Bocky  Mountains, 
and  one  in  which  I,  in  common  with 
everyone  in  the  Dominion  interested  in 
our  shipping  trade,  must  feel  a  lively  in- 
terest. Everything  should  be  done  to 
increase  that  trade  as  much  as  pqssible. 
Montreal,  situate  at  the  head  of  our 
ocean  navigation  and  at  the  outlet  of  our 
canal  system,  has  the  key  to  the  position, 
and  is  alive  to  its  importance ;  and, 
if  ihe  Qovemment  should  find  the 
meatiB  by  which  to  do  away  with,  alto- 
gether, the  tolls  and  tonnage  dues  now 
charged  on  the  shipping  going  to  the  port 
of  Montreal,  I  believe  it  will  be,  directly  as 
well  as  indirectly,  a  great  advantage  to 
the  country,  by  cheapening  the  transport 
by  the  St.  Lawrence  route  of  the  produce 
of  the  West.  Belonging  to  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  and  having  some  special  inte- 
rest in  shipping,  I  know,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  that  New  York  is  considered 
a  cheaper  port  to  go  to  than  Montreal, 
if  the  freights  are  equal.  I  find  that 
tonnage,  pilotage,  towage,  tollage  and 
other  dues  of  the  harbor  of  Montreal  are 
far  in  excess  of  those  of  the  port  of  New 
Y<»k.  Even  insurance  on  freight  is,  I 
believe,  g^reater  at  Montreal  than  at  New 
York  ;  akd,  when  freights  are  equal,  I 
am  aware  that  the  vessels  of  Nova  Scotia 
have  ohoeen  New  York  in  preference 
to  Montreal.  If  thil  is  a  fact— 
and  it  is  a  fact,  as  far  as  my 
own  knowledge  extends  —  it  should 
be  carefully  considered,  as  a  matter  of 
very  serious  consequence,  by  the  Govern- 
ment. If  we  do  not  secure  the  great 
tradot  that  is  expected  to  come  from  the 
far  West,  all  the  money  that  we  have 
expended  on  the  casals  has  been  thrown 
away.  A  wonderful  change  in  the  cost 
ot  transportationi  and  an  immense  com- 
petition is  going  on  in  the  United  States 
for  traffic  against  our  Cfimadian  route, 
San,  Mr.  Fmmy. 


and  the  cost  of  bringing  the  produce  of 
the  West  to  the  ocean  ports  has  been 
very  much  decreased  year  by  year.  In 
fact,  it  has  been  shewn  by  my  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Trudel),  to-day,  that  grain  can  be 
carried,  and  is  carried,  from  Chicago  to 
New  York  via.  Erie  Canal  for  8Jc. 
per  bushel,  while  to  transport  it  to  Mon- 
treal it  costs  lOJc.  per  bushel.  If  this 
continues,  we  must  expect  that  the 
trade  will  go  to  the  United  States, 
where  there  are  greater  facilities  for 
shipment,  and  where  the  expenses  are 
lower.  I  hope  the  Government  will  do 
all  they  possibly  can  to  retain  and  in- 
crease the  transport  trade  of  this  country, 
by  reducing  taxation  on  shipping  in  the 
manner  I  have  said.  The  rejection  or 
abolition  of  canal  tolls  and  harbor  dues 
will  benefit  both  the  producer  and  the 
consumer,  as  well  as  the  whole  trade  of 
our  country.  This  is  a  vital  question — 
a  matter  of  so  much  importance  that  I 
am  sure  the  Government  must  be  alive 
to  the  necessity  of  it,  and  that  they  will, 
as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  revenue 
they  are  obliged  to  raise,  increase  the 
faculties  for  the  trade  of  our  great  high- 
way— the  St.  Lawrence. 

Hon.  Mr.  GUEVREMQNT  (in 
French) — In  seconding  this  motion,  I 
desire  to  s^y  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Alma 
(Mr.  Penny).  He  asks  :  "  If  Pierre  C6t6 
is  as  skilful  and  competent  a  man  as  the 
hon.  Senator  from  De  Salaberry  says  he 
is,  why  did  he  ever  accept  a  position 
worth  only  $80  a  month  T'  I  reply  that 
it  was  because  Sorel  was  his  home,  and 
he  did  not  desire  to  leave  it.  When  the 
investigation  was  held,  three  nessions  ago, 
by  the  Select  Committee,  whose  report 
has  been  referred  to  by  my  hon.  friend 
opposite  (Mr.  Trudel),  it  was  proved  that 
Pierre  Cdt6  had  refused  a  position  worth 
$4  a  day  in  the  United  States,  preferring 
to  remain  in  his  native  country.  That 
fact  alone  is  a  sufiicient  repl/  to  the 
question.  Another  remark  which  my 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Penny)  made^  if  I  under- 
stood him  correctly,  was  that  if  the  con- 
trol of  the»  works  should  be  assumed  by 
the  Government,  they  would  still  have 
to  be  managed  by  officials  whe  would^ 
practically,  hav«  the  control  of  them  just 
as  they  have  now.  While  that  is  true 
in  one  sense,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  Government  would  be  responsible  for 
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the  acts  of  their  subordinates,  and  that 
the  people  would  have  the  right,  through 
their  representatives  in  Parliament,  to 
inquire  into  the  manner  in  -which  the 
•work  was  done.  That  would  be  more 
satisfactory  than  the  present  condition 
•of  affairs,  and  it  would  effect  a 
great  saving,  as  the  Government  have 
already  a  sufficient  staff.  In  1877, 
when  I  moved  an  address  asking 
for  information  concerning  certain  dis- 
•  cfiissals  which  I  complained' of,  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  sent  a  reply  to  the  Marine 
and  Fisheiies  Department,  a  copy  of 
which  will  be  found'  at  page  17  of  the 
report  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed 
that  session  to  investigate  the  matter. 
The  Commission  would  not  furnish  the 
information  asked  for.  The  Committee 
made  a  further  demand  for  information, 
;and  the  reply  to  that  demand,  which  can 
he  found  at  page  27  ot  the  report,  was 
cqtwiUy  unsatisfactory.  Mr.  Kennedy, 
the  engineer  of  the  harbor,  when  sum» 
moned  before  the  Committee  and  asked  to 
furnish  certain  information,  refused  to 
answer  whether  he  would  or  not.  The 
Committee  adjonmed  to  give  him  suffi- 
cient time  to  furnish  it,  and  he  returned 
to  Montreal  to  make  search  for  certain 
4lQCument«(,  but  when  he  appeared  the 
iseotMid  time  before  the  Committee  the 
resvlt  was  the  same  as  on  the  first 
occasion.  The  hon.  Senator  from  Alma 
(Mr.  Penny)  vouches  for  the  capacity  of 
Mc  iKennedy.  Well,  I  shall  mention 
one  fact,  from  which  the  House  can 
draw  its  own  conclusions.  Last  year  he 
attempted  to  remove  a  boulder  which 
obstructed  navigation  at  a  point  between 
Montreal  and  Quebec.  There  is  a  man, 
named  Boberge,  at  the  town  ot  Sorel, 
vrho  has  made  a  specialty  of  that  kind  of 
work  j  but,  for  some  reason,  he  ^as  not 
employed,  and  the  engineer  pioceeded  to 
re^iOve  the  boulder  hims^f.  He  spent 
two  months  at  it,  and  was  obliged  to  go 
to  the  United  States  to  procure  improved 
machinery,  and  expended  $4,000  in  try- 
ing to  remove  a  boulder  which  should 
liAve  been  blasted  in  a  couple  of  days, 
finding  himself  unequal  to  the  work,  he 
made  overtures  to  Mr.  Boberge  to  assist 
liim  by  his  advice,  which  Mr.  Boberge, 
▼ery  naturally,  declined  to  give.  The 
ongineer  was  obliged,  at  last,  to  secure 
Mr.  Boberge's  services,  and  that  gentle- 
man, in  two  days,  removed  the  boulder 
Hon,  Mr,  GuevremorU, 


entirely.  I  do  not  wish  to 
say  anything  to  Mr.  Kennedy's  dis- 
credit, but  I  do  not  believe  that 
he  has  had  sufficient  experience  to  fit 
him  for  the  position  that  ho  holds.  Wben 
this  question  was  before  the  Senate  some 
days  ago,  some  slight  reference  was  made 
to*  the  cord  wood  trade  in  Montreal.  Of 
course  that  interest  cannot  be  compared 
with  that  of  the  Messrs.  Allan,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Parliament  to  legislate  for  the  protection 
of  the  poor  as  well  as  of  the  rich.  There 
are  people  in  all  the  counties  on  both 
sides  of  the  St.  Lawrence  between  Que- 
bec and  Montreal  who  are  engaged  in 
the  cordwood  trade.  These  are  the  men 
who  have  petitioned  Parliament  to  ap- 
point a  commission  to  investigate  this 
matter.  Captain  Labelle's  name  was,  last 
year,  suggested  for  a  position  ou  the 
Harbor  Commission.  I  know  that  he  is 
familiar  with  the  navigation  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  between  Quebec  imd  Montreal, 
and  I  regret  that  the  Government  have 
not  appointed  him,  because  he  is  a  gen- 
tleman in  whom  the  people  of  that  part 
of  the  country  have  confidence.  I  make 
no  charge  against  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners, but  I  state  a  simple  fact  when  I 
say  that  the  dues  which  they  impose 
upon  the  cordwood  trade  nut^  excessive. 
I  speak  of  this  matter  with  a  knowledge 
of  the  facts,  because  I  have  myself  been 
engaged  in  the  trade,  and  can  bear 
testimony  to  the  injustice  which  is 
shewn  in  the  harbor  of  Montreal 
to  those  who  ship  wood  to  that 
city.  The  trade  has  ceased  to 
be  profitable,  in  consequence  of 
these  exactions.  It  may  be  asked, 
*'  tih^n,  why  do  they  not  abandon  it  T  I 
can  do  so,  because,  I  have  other  means 
of  support,  but  it  is  not  so  with  others ; 
to  most  of  them,  it  is  the  only  way  in 
which  they  can  earn  a  living,  and,  not- 
withstanding the  treatment  which  they 
receive,  they  continue  in  the  business. 
When  a  calamity  occurred  in  Hull,  the 
other  day,  and  fo\ir  or  five  thousand 
people  were  left  homeless  in  a  few  hours, 
the  Government  generously  voted  a  laige 
sum  for  their  relief;  but  here  are 
hundreds  of  facnilies  who  are  being 
ruined  and  exposed  to  want,  not  by  any 
sudden  calamity,  but  through  ill-treat- 
ment which  they  receive  at  the  hands  of 
the  Montreal  Harbor  Commissicmei-s^  and 
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whose  petition  for  relief  remains  un- 
answered. Let  me  give  some  facts  con- 
cerning this  cord  wood  trade.  We  paj 
a  tax  of  six  cents  per  eord  on  the  wood 
and  the  usual  dues  on  the  yeesels  carry- 
ing it,  besides  the  expenses  incidental  to 
anj  delay  in  the  port  When  a  number  of 
vessels  come  in  at  the  one  time,  there  is 
not  space  for  the  whole  of  them  to  dis- 
charge their  cargoes  simultaneously,  but 
each  must  take  its  turn,  and  they  are 
thus  obliged  to  remain  under  expense, 
having  to  pay  their  hands  and  wharfage. 
I  have  known  the  expenses  to  reach  1^0 
per  vessel  before  they  could  leave  the 
port.  This  is  not  the  only  occasion  that 
complaints  have  been  made  against  the 
Harbor  Commissioners.  In  1866,  a 
committee  was  appointed,  on  motion  of 
the  hon.  Senator  from  DeLorimier  (Mr. 
Bureau),  to  investigate  these  complaints. 
It  was  composed  of  Messrs.  Bureau, 
chairman,  Wilson,  Byan,  Chaffers, 
ArchambauU,  Armand,  Laoosto  and 
Prudhomme.  Mr.  Tonng,  Mr.  DeLisle 
and  several  other  witnesses  were  ex* 
amined,  and  proved  that  these  complaints 
were  well  founded.  That  Committee 
reported,  and  the  result  was  many 
reforms,  though  not  all  that  were  asked 
for,  for  the  benefit  of  the  hcUntanis, 
These  chaiges  are  excessive,  and  they  are 
the  result  of  the  enormous  expenditures 
unnecessarily  made  by  thd  Harbor  Com- 
missioners, contrary  to  the  advice  of 
experienced  men. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
There  is  no  objection  to  the  address  going. 
I  do  not  understand,  as  the  hon.  Senator 
for  Alma  seems  to  think,  that  fn  inquiry 
is  to  be  made.  This  is  a  motion  for 
papers  only.  They  cannot  be  prepared 
in  time  to  be  brought  down  this  year, 
but  will  be  ready  by  next  session.  The 
subject  is  one  of  very  great  importance. 
The  hon.  Senator  from  DeSalaberry 
seems  to  me  to  have  divided  it  into  two 
branches,  one  of  which  led  him  to  treat 
of  the  delinquencies  of  the  Montreal 
Harbor  Commissioners,  and  the  other, 
of  the  general  interests  of  trade  involved 
in  the  charges  on  the  St.  Lawrence  route. 
As  to  the  first,  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  advantage  in  entering  now  into  a 
discussion  of  it.  The  original  efforts 
made  by  the  Government  to  have  a  direct 
•hannel  through  Lake  St.  Peter  were 
discontinaed,  as  has  been  pointed  out, 
Hon,  Mr,  Guevremont. 


after  an  expenditure  of  some  seventy  or 
eighty  thousand  pounds  had  been  made. 
The  work  of  finding  and  deepening  the 
best  channel  was  then  taken  up  by  the 
Harbor  Commissioners,  and  they  adopted 
and  improved  the  winding  natural  chan- 
nel of  the  river,  which  has  been  used 
since.  The  vessels  of  the  Allan  line^ 
3,000  to  4,000  tons  burthen,  and  other 
equally  large  ships,  now  come  up  to 
Montreal — thanks  to  the  exertions  of  the 
Harbor  Commissioners — whereas,  wheii 
they  took  hold  of  the  work,  the  largest 
vessels  which  could  pass  up  did  not 
exceed  250  or  300  tons.  The  best  test 
of  the  exertions  of  the  Haibor  Com- 
missioners is  the  result  of  them^ 
and  it  is  of  a  most  satisfactory 
and  gratifying  character.  They  may 
have  made  mistakes ;  no  doubt  it  is  pos- 
sible that  they  might  have  carried  out 
the  plan  of  the  Government,  but  they 
did  not.  It  is  now  some  twenty  years 
since  they  abandoned  it,  and  it  would  be^ 
folly  to  revert  to  that  channel  when  we 
have  one  now  by  which  vessels  of  4,000 
tons  can  come  up  to  Montreal.  With 
reference  to  the'other  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  do  not  think  that  its  importance 
can  be  exaggerated.  The  trade  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  is  life  and  death  to  the 
Dominion,  and  everything  that  we  can 
fairly  do  to  promote  it  should  be  done. 
We  have  already  deepened  and  en- 
larged our  canals,  improved  Lake 
St.  Peter,  established  lighthouses, 
fog  whistles  and  steam  trumpets  along; 
the  route,  and  the  country  has  gone  to  as 
much  (if  not  more)  expense  as  ite  re- 
sources warrant,  considering  the  other 
l^laims  upon  the  public  treasury.  Every- 
thing has  been  done  in  the  past  to  facil- 
itate and  give  advantages  to  the  trade  of 
the  St  Lawrence.  In  carrying  out  those^ 
improvements,  certain  charges  have  been 
placed  on  the  shipping  using  the  St.  L*»w- 
rence.  It  may  be  in  the  interest  of  the 
country,  considering  the  very  important- 
trade  that  we  may,  perhaps,  attract  to  the 
SL  Lawrence,  to  give  up  those  charges,  or 
some  of  them,  but,  in  that  case,  a  very 
large  sum  would  have  to  be  assumed  by 
the  public  exchequer.  I  cannot  state, 
off-hand,  what  the  amount  is,  but  many 
millions  of  dollars  would  have  to  be  added 
to  the  public  debt  by  assuming  loans,  the 
interest  on  which  ia  now  paid  by  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  of  Montreal  and 
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Quebec — and  taking  off  the  tolb  on  the 
canals.  It  is  a  question  which  will  *have 
to  be  studied  very  carefully,  and  which 
will,  as  has  been  stated  in  another  place, 
engage  the  serious  attention  of  the 
Government  during  the  recess.  It  is  a 
startling  fact  that,  of  all  the  grain  that 
leaves  this  continent,  only  six  per  cent, 
goes  by  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  other  94 
going  by  American  seaports.  Not  many 
years  ago,  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  per 
cent,  went  by  the  St.  Lawrence.  These 
are  very  serious  facts,  demanding  careful 
consideration.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
must  keep  in  view  the  resources  of  the 
country,  the  demands  upon  the  public 
treasury  and  the  enormous  sums  which 
have  been  expended  on  these  improve- 
ments. Next  session,  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  announce  some  plan  to  the  House 
which  will  diminish,  to  some  extent  at 
least,  the  charges  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  facilitate  and  increase  the  trade 
which  we  are  all  so  anxious  to  keep  in 
that  route,  and  which  I  consider  vital  to 
the  whole  Dominion.  The  Government 
have  no  objection  to  the  addt^ess. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— I  cannot  con- 
ceive why  the  h«n.  gentleman  from  Alma 
tries  to  induce  the  House  and  the  public 
to .  believe  that  I  have  made  charges 
against  the  Harbor  Commissioners.  If 
he  had  paid  any  attention  to  what  T  have 
said,  he  would  have  seen  that  I  made  no 
charges  against  them.  We  know  that 
many  of  tliem  are  most  competent  men, 
but  I  repeat  it  again,  that  they  are  not 
responsible  oficers  who  are  in  charge  of 
those  works,  and  their  first  duty  is  to 
their  own  business.  The  hon.  gentleman, 
asks  how  is  it  possible  that  such  mistakes 
should  have  been  made,  and  competent 
officers  like  Mr.  Kennedy  not  perceive 
them  1  I  might  retort :  how  is  it  that, 
on  the  Pacific  Railway,  such  mistakes 
as  the  Fort  Frances  Ijock  were  made  by 
such  an  engineer  as  Mr.  Fleming  t  How 
is  it  that  400  feet  difference  of  level  was 
found  only  after  the  work  had  been 
commenced  1  How  is  it  that  competent 
engineers  did  not  see  it  was  a  gi'eat  mis- 
take ?  I  think  it  is  as  proper  to  ascer- 
tain now  the  mistakes  which  were  made 
in  the  deepening  of  Lake  St.  Peter  ^as 
those  made  in  the  Pacific  Railway.  I 
will  give  an  explanation  of  this  :  Certain 
men  in  Montreal  and  elsewhere  are  in 
the  habit  of  despising  the  advice  of  men 
Han.  Sir  Alex.  CampheU. 


who  are  the  most  competent  to  give  ad> 
vice,  and  who  kno^  the  River  St  Law- 
rence better  than  anybody  else.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  say  that  these  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  were  expended 
twexity  }ears  ago,  and  what  is  the  use  of 
reverting  to  it.  I  did  not  content  myself 
by  shewing  that  it  was  a  great  mistake 
at  the  time  to  have  abandoned  the  straight 
channel,  but  1  quoted  the  opinions  of 
competent  men  to  prove  that  it  would  still 
be  an  advantage  to  the  country  to  return 
to  the  straight  channel.  I  shewed,  by  the 
works  done  at  Cap  L^vrard,  Cap  ^  la 
Roche,  Cap  Charles  and  Contreoceur, 
apart  from  the  many  blunders  in  the 
Lake  St.  Peter,  that  the  mistakes  which 
were  made  twenty  years  ago  are  being 
repeated  day  by  day.  Five  or  six  years 
hence  it  will  be  said  :  "  It  is  true  they 
made  mistakes  five  or  six  years  ago,  and 
wasted  the  public  money,  but  what  is  the 
use  of  mentioning  it  T  I  say  there  should 
be  some  end  to  those  mistakes,  and  that 
is  why  I  call  public  attention  to  it,  though 
it  is  a  very  disagreeable  duty  to  me. 
Many  gentlemen  have  tried  for  the  last 
tw^ity  years,  as  I  am  now  doing,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  these  mat- 
ters, but  they  were  crushed  by  the  power- 
ful influence  of  those  against  whom  they 
spoke.  I  am  not  afraid  of  that  powerful 
influence,  and,  whenever  I  believe  I  have 
a  public  duty  to  perform,  I  will  attend  to 
it,  no  matter  what  intarpretation  may  be 
given  to  my  words. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWERr— I  think  there 
are  two  objections  to  adopting  the  course 
that  has  been  suggested  by  the  hon. 
member  from  De  Sledaberry  (Mr.  Trudel), 
and  which  the  hon.  Minister  of  Militia 
seems  to  look  upon  with  some  degree  of 
favor.  Of  one  of  these  evils  I  think  we 
have  had  a  fiedr  sample  thb  afternoon. 
The  Government  have  nothing  now  di- 
rectly to  do  with  the  Montreal  Harbor  ; 
notwithstanding  that,  a  whole  after- 
noon has  been  taken  up  in  discussing 
some  very  small  difficulties  which  aroso 
between  the  Harbor  Commissioners  and 
some  of  their  emphyes  some  years  ago. 
1  he  time  of  Parliament  was  taken  up 
Yirith  the  same  petty  matter  some  three 
years  ago.  If  that  is  the  case  now,  when 
the  Government  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  harbor  directly,  how  will  it  be 
when  the  Government  have  the  direct 
management    of    the    harbor,   and    are 
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Tesponsible  for  everytting  that  takes 
place  in  the  working  of  its  details  ?  I 
think  that  this  is  one  practical  reason 
why  the  Goveniment  should  not  take 
charge  of  the  Montreal  Harbor  works. 
Another  one  is  this  :  I  come  from  a  pity 
which  has,  I  think,  as  strong  claims 
upon  the  public  treasury  as  Montreal, 
and  I  do  not  see  why  Montreal  should 
be  made  a  free  port  at  the  expense  of 
the  country  any  more  than  Halifax,  St. 
John,  or  Quebec.  I  am  a  very  humble 
member  of  this  House,  but,  after  the 
declaration  made  by  the  Minister  of 
Militia,  I  do  not  care  to  let  the  motion 
pass  without  a  protest  The  country  has 
expended  millions  of  dollars  to  make  a 
cheap  and  good  r«uto  to  the  sea  by  the 
St  Lawrence.  There  is  another  port 
besides  Montreal,  (in  which  the  harbor 
dues  are  excessive)  that  is  the  port  of 
Quebec;  and  after  all  that  has  been 
done  for  Montreal  to  make  it  the  port  of 
the  Dominion,  why  should  we  go  on  and 
spend  further  sums  in  trying  to  fly  in  the 
face  of  nature  by  attempting  to  build  up 
Montreal,  when  Quebec  is  the  natural 
port)  Montreal  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
perfect  horse-leech.  After  the  country 
has  spent  so  much  money  in  building 
railways,  and  improving  the  navigation 
of  the  St  Lawrence,  to  fill  the  coffers  of 
that  city,  they  come  to  Parliament  and 
ask  tts  to  assume  the  debt  and  manage- 
ment of  their  harbor.  The  probabilities 
are  that,  when  that  is  done,  Montreal 
may  be  found  to  be  a  very  expensive  city 
to  live  in ;  that  people  may  not  go  there 
because  taxes  and  hotel  charges  are  high, 
and  then  Parliament  may  be  applied  to 
to  relieve  Montreal  of  civic  taxes  and 
make  hotels  free.  I  think  that 'the  Gov- 
emment  should  be  very  slow  indeed  tD 
adopt  the  coarse  that  has  been  suggested 
to  them.  There  is  one  other  aspect  of 
the  case  that  presents  itself  to  me.  If 
the  canal  tolls  are  removed,  and  sup- 
posing the  Montreal  .people  have  their 
request  granted,  and  the  harbor  dues  are 
abolished,  what  particular  object  has  this 
country  in  increasing  the  trade  of  the  St 
Lawrence  I  The  Government  will  have 
no  revenue  from  it.  It  may  help  to  build 
np  Montreal,  but  I  do  not  see  why  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  country  should  be 
.made  to  suffer  for  that  purpose. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— The   hon.   gentle- 
.man  has  alluded  to  Montreal,  but  it  is 
H<m,  Mr.  Power^ 


not  Montreal  only  that  has  demanded 
those  changes;  the  people  of  Ontario, 
whose  produce  has  to  be  sent  to  the  east- 
em  markets,  demand  them,  and  we  con- 
tend that  the  money  that  has  been  ex- 
pended on  the  St  Lawrence,  between 
Montreal  and  Quebec,  is  as  much  in  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  the  west  as  it  is 
of  the  people  of  Montreal.  Instead  of 
having  a  channel  by  which  only,  vessels 
of  200  or  300  tons  can  ascend  to  that 
port,  we  now  have  a  twenty-five  feet 
channel,  by  which  vessels  of  three  or 
four  thousand  tons  burden  can  ascend 
with  their  cargoes.  It  has  had  the  effect 
of  cheapening  the  cost  of  every  article 
imported  into  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
and  it  has  been  the  means  of  raising  the 
price  of  every  bushel  of  wheat  and  every 
barrel  of  flour  exported  from  the  west. 
I  look  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  national 
importance  that  every  facility  should  be 
given  to  encourage  that  trade,  and  we 
are  only  beginning  to  realize  the  import- 
ance of  it  A  deputation  waited  on  the 
Minister  of  Public  Works,  the  other  day, 
and  informed  him  that  the  sooner 
those  improvements  were  completed 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  so  as  to 
correspond  with  those  on  the  Welland 
Canal,  whereby  the  vessels  from  the 
upper  lakes  can  descend  to  Montreal  and 
then  exchange  cargoes,  the  better  for  the 
general  interests  of  the  country.  Vessels 
can  only  descend  the  St  Ijawrence 
canals  at  present  with  cargoes  of  from 
10,000  to  12,000  bushels  of  wheat,  but 
the  vessel  of  the  future  will  be  a  steamer 
capable  of  transporting  55,000  bushels  of 
grain  from  Chicago  to  Montreal,  accom- 
panied by  two  consorts,  carrjdng  60,000 
bushels  each,  or  a  total  cargo  of  175,000 
bushels  in  each  trip,  at  a  cost  of  one- 
twentieth  part  of  a  cent,  per  ton  per 
mile.  Careful  calculations  have  been 
made  which  shew  that  the  cost  of  trans- 
porting grain  fn»m  Chicago  to  Montreal 
by  rail,  on  a  well-equipped  road,  is  three- 
ninths  of  a  cent  per  ton  per  mile,  or  six 
times  greater  than  the  cost  by  water. 
For  these  reasons,  the  improvementa  on 
the  St  Lawrence  canals  ought  to  be  made 
as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  permit 
The  motion  was  agree<l  to. 

HIHITTES  OF  PROCEEDINGS 
A  CORBECTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  rise  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  an  incorrectness 
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Sixty-first 
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Standing  Order. 


in  the  Minutes  of  Pi*oceedings  ot  yester- 
day. In  the  division  on  the  Deceased 
Wife's  Sister  Bill,  the  vote  is  put  down  : 
"  Contents,  32  ;  Non-Gentents,  31."  I 
voted  on  that  occasion  with  the  Contents 
for  the  amendment,  and  my  name  has 
not  been  inserted  on  th.)  Minutes.  It 
has  been  left  out  through  some  mistake, 
and  I  desire  now  that  it  be  inserted,  and 
that  an  erratum  be  entered  on  the  Minutes 
to  that  effect. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— It  is  ordered  that 
the  correction  be  made  by  the  Clerk. 

nelson  valley  railway  com- 
pany's  bill. 

BEPOBTBD   FBOM  OOMMITTBB. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railways,  Telegraphs  and  Har- 
bors, reported  Bill  (68)  "  An  Act  to  in- 
corporate the  Nelson  Valley  Railway 
and  Transportation  Company,"  with  sev- 
eral amoDcunenta.  He  said  that  the  amend- 
ments were  simply  verbal*  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  new  dauae  which  was  added, 
giving  the  directors  power  to  issue  paid- 
up  stock  or  bonds  in  payment  of  right  of 
way  or  salaries  for  their  oWn  employSs. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  moved  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  objected  to  the  third 
reading  at  this  stage. 

Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

WINNIPEG  AND    HUDSON    BAY    BAIL- 
WAY    AND    STEAMSHIP    COM- 
PANY'S BILL. 

BEPOBTBD   FROM    OOMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Com- 
jnittee  on  Railways,  Telegraphs  and  Har- 
bors, reported  Bill  (46)  "  Aji  Act  to  in- 
corporate the  Winnipeg  and  Hudson 
Bay  Railway  and  Steamship  Company," 
with  several  amendments. 

Ordered  that  the  amendments  be  taken 
into  consideration  to-morrow. 

THE  SENATE  DEBATES  COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Botaford  be 
restored  to  the  Committee  on  the  Report- 
ing of  the  Debates  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  6.10  p.m. 
.Hon,  Afr.  MUler, 


THE  SENATE. 

Friday,  April  SOUi,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

THIRD  READINGS. 

The  following  Bills  were  read  the  third* 
time  and  passed  : — 

Bill  (49)  "To  incorporate  the  Assini- 
boine  Bridge  Company." — (Mr.  Girard.) 

Bill  (63)  "  To  extend  the  powers  of 
the  Manitoba  South- Western  Colonizsr 
tion  Company,  and  to  further  amend  the 
Act  incorporating  the  said  Company." — 
(Mr.  Girard.) 

Bill  (79)  "  To  incorporate  the  Sourig 
and  Rocky  Mountains  Railway  Com- 
pany."— (Mr.  Girard.) 

Bill  (60)  "  To  incorporate  the  South 
Saskatchewan  Yalley  Railway  Com- 
pany."— (Mr.  Girard.) 

Bill  (64)  "  To  authorize  and  provide 
for  the  winding  up  of  the  Consolidated 
Bank  of  Canada."— (Mr.  Ryan.) 

Bill  (68)  "  To  incorporate  the  Nelson 
Yalley  Railway  and  Transportation  Com- 
pany."—(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Bill  (7)  ^To  consolidate  and  amend 
the  Acts  respecting  the  Inland  Revenue." 
—(Sir  Alex,  Campbell) 

THE    SIXTY-FIRST  STANDING   ORDER. 
MOTION. 

Hon,  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL. 
moved  that  the  61st  standing  order  be 
suspended  for  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion. He  said  that  it  had  always  been 
the  custom,  towards  the  end  of  the  session, 
to  suspend  this  rule,  inasmuch  as  it  re- 
quired private  bills  coming  from  the 
House  of  Commons  to  be  placed  in  the 
lobbies  for  twenty-four  hours  beforo  they 
could  go  to  the  standing  committees. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  did  not 
consider  it  a  safe  proceduro  to  suspend 
this  rule  in  the  manner  proposed,  it 
any  particular  bill  should  come  from  the 
House  ef  Commons  which  would  warrMit 
the  House  in  asking  for  the  8USpensi<ML. 
of  the  rule,  let  it  be  done  ;  the  House 
would  be  guided  entiroly  by  the  urgency, 
of  the  case.     He  was  not  aware  that  it 
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had  been  the  practice  to  suspend  this  rule 
towards  the  close  of  the  session,  but,  if  it 
had  been,  he  considered  it  an  unsafe 
practice,  and  the  efTect  of  such  suspension 
would  be  that  parties  wishing  to  trample 
upon  private  rights  and  obtain  legisla- 
tion wrong  in  principle  would  introduce 
their  bills  late  in  the  session,  when  thej 
could  be  rushed  through  Parliament  un- 
der a  suspension  of  this  rule.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  not  to  grant  the 
motion. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  did  not  agree 
with  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock 
(Mr.  Alex:ander),  that  there  was  much 
danger  of  private  rights  being  trampled 
upon  under  any  circumstances  bj  legis- 
lation of  this  Parliament.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  see  how  impossible  it  was 
that  an  J  injustice  could  arise  from  the 
suspension  of  this  rule.  In  the  first 
place,  any  private  bill  coming  fiom  the 
House  of  Commons,  must  have  passed 
thronghi'  all  its  stages  in  that  Chamber, 
and  then,  after  coming  to  the  Senate, 
must  be  read  three  times,  and  considered 
in  one  of  the  standing  committees. 
Even  if  there  iras  no  such  rule,  there 
would  hardly  be  any  danger  of  inter- 
ference with  private  rights,  or  injustice 
being  done  for  want  of  it. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  he  was  about  to  make  the  same 
explanation.  He  had  nothing  to  add  to 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Riolimond. 


SUPREME   AND   EXCHEQUER  COURT 
BILL. 

THIRD    READIKQ. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been  called 
for  the  third  reading  of  Bill  (37)  "  Fur- 
to  amend  the  '  Supreme  and  Exchequer 
Court  Act,' " 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
an  amendment  to  corroot  a  rerbal  error 
in  the  fourth  clause. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— It  would  be 
veiy  inconvenient  and  unseemly,  per- 
hi^,  to  discuss  this  Bill  at  this  stage, 
and  I  only  rise  to  express  a  doubt  which 
rests  upon  my  mind,  whether  the  very 
extensive  powers  given  for  amendment 
Bon,  Mr.  Alexander. 


ought  to  be  conferred  upon  a  mere  court 
of  appeal.  I  think  it  is  open  to  argu- 
ment and  doubt,  and,  with  regard  to  the 
clause  empowering  the  Court  of  Appeal  to 
grant  a  new  trial,  it  appears  to  me  that 
it  may  be  attended  with  a  good  deal  of 
inooavenienoe  and  expense  to  litigants. 
I  mention  those  points,  not  with  any 
desire  to  obstruct  the  Bill,  but  merely  to 
place  my  views  on  record. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL—I 
have  already  explained  why  these  powers 
are  given.  I  have  since  conversed  with 
the  Minister  of  Justice  with  reference  to 
the  result  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  lie  seems 
to  think  that  the  change  will  be  found 
very  convenient  and  desirable  there. 

The  Bill  was  then  passed. 


INTEREST  ON  MORTGAGES  BILL. 
tX  OOMMITTEB. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (11)  "  Respecting  in- 
terest on  money  secured  by  mortgage  on 
real  estate." 

Hon.  Mr.  EEESOR  called  attention 
to  an  error  in  the  first  clause,  which  re- 
quired interest  to  be  calculated  hidf- 
yearly.  In  many  mortgages  interest 
was  calculated  yearly,  and  1m»  moTed  to 
amend  the  clause  by  inserting  tbe  words 
"  yearly  or." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  the  5th  clause, 

Hon.  Mr.  YIDAL  expressed  the 
opinion  that  tbis  clause  was  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dominion  Par- 
liament, as  it  dealt  with  contracts 
between  parties.  Matters  of  contract 
were,  under  the  terms  of  the  British 
North  America  Act,  confided  to  the 
local  legislatures.  He  further  objected 
to  the  clause  on  account  of  its  unjust 
character.  It  required  one  party  to  a 
contract  to  take  back  his  money  on  cer- 
tain terms  and  conditions,  but  did  not 
allow  the  lender  to  call  in  his  money  on 
the  same  notice.  He  would  move  that 
the  5th  section  be  struck  out  of  the 
Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN"  said  it  would  be 
inoperative  if  it  was  unconstitutional. 
When  the  other  Bill  had  been  before  the 
Senate,  he  had  consented  to  some  limita- 
tion of  this  kind,  though  it  did  not  seem»i 
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a  reasonable  thing  to  ask.  However,  if 
the  borrowers  considered  it  any  protec- 
tion, he  was  willing  to  assent  to  it,  but 
he  thought  three  mdhths'  notice  was  not 
enough  ;  six  months'  notice  should  be 
given.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  force 
in  what  the  hon.  Senator  from  Samia 
(Mr.  Vidal)  had  said.  As  he  (Mr,  Allan) 
had  consented  to  the  insertion  of  a  sim- 
ilar clause  in  the  other  Bill,  he  could  not 
vote  against  this  clause  now. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  doubted  the  com- 
petency of  Parliament  to  pass  this  clause, 
as  it  related  purely  to  matters  of  contract, 
which,  of  all  things,  were  questions  of 
civil  rights;  but,  looking  at  it  in  its 
practical  operation,  there  was  another 
objection  to  it  on  principle.  Take  the 
case  of  a  trustee  for  a  minor,  or  for  any 
other  person,  who  wished  to  make  an 
investment  for  ten  years.  Under-  this 
clause,  the  borrower  could,  at  the  end  of 
five  years,  if  money  became  plentiful  and 
interest  lower,  pay  up  the  loan,  and  the 
lender  woald  be  obliged  to  seek  a  new 
investment.  The  lender  had  not  the 
same  option,  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  bargain  was  unequal.  He 
hoped  that  the  clause  would  be  struck 
out. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  differed  complete- 
ly from  the  hon.  gentleman,  not  only  in 
his  construction  of  the  law,  but  with 
regard  to  its  constitutionality,  and  the 
conclusions  which  he  had  drawn  as  to  the 
injustice  of  the  clause.  In  the  first  place, 
Parliament  had  the  power  to  deal  wiiii 
this  subject;  it  had  every  incidental 
power  with  regard  to  regulating  mort- 
gages. If  they  bad  not  that  power,  it 
was  a  delusion  to  suppose  they  had  the 
right  to  pass  a  single  clause  of  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — ^Have  wo  the 
power  to  interfere  with  contracts  1 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  believed  they 
had,  but  he  would  speak  with  all 
deference  to  the  opinions  of  hon.  gentle- 
men who  thought  otherwise.  Then, 
with  regard  to  the  injustice  to 
the  lender,  of  giving  the  power 
in  question  to  the  borrower,  he  un- 
derstood that  the  main  object  of  thia 
legislation  waA  to  protect  the  borrower. 
Could  the  borrower  be  protected  in  the 
way  indicated  without  injustice  to  the 
lender  9  Under  this  Bill  he  thought  he 
-could,  because  it  would  apply  onJy  to 
Hon,  Mr,  Allan. 


mortgages  created  after  the  first  of  July 
next,  and  every  lender  who  would  ad- 
vance money  upon  mortgages  after  that 
date  would  do  so  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  this  law.  The  law  was  not  retroactive 
in  its  effect,  and,  therefore,  could  not  pre- 
judice mortgages  now  in  existence  or 
create  any  injustice  to  the  lender. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ  thought  that  this 
clause  was  necessary  in  the  interest  of 
the  lender  as  well  as  of  the  borrower, 
because  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  len- 
der to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  real 
estate  in  this  country.  Every  effort  was 
being  made  to  induce  tenant  farmers  in 
the  old  country  to  come  over  and  pur- 
chase farms  in  Canada,  and  it  was  very 
important  that  those  men  who  came  with 
ready  cash  in  their  pockets  to  buy  should 
be  in  a  position  to  compel  mortgagees  to 
take  their  money,  on  reasonable  condi- 
tions, so  that  transfers  of  the  properties 
could  be  easily  made. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  differed  from  the 
constitutional  doctrine  laid  down  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Richmond.  The 
British  North  America  Act  certainly 
gave  Parliament  the  power  to  deal  with 
the  rates  of  interest  on  money,  and  the 
first  four  clauses  of  the  Bill  came  within 
that  jurisdiction,  but  the  5th  clause  re- 
lated to  matters  of  contract  which  were 
solely  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
local  legislatures.  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Amherst  that  the 
lender  should  have  the  same  option  to 
demand  payment  as  the  borrower  had  to 
compel  him  to  accept  it,  after  proper  notice. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE  said  that  the 
history  of  the  l^slation  with  regard  to 
this  interest  Bill  was  peculiar.  A  Bill 
had  been  introduced  by  the  hon.  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  relief  of  building 
and  loan  societies.  To  this  Bill,  he  (Dr. 
Brouse)  had  offered  certain  amendments 
for  the  protection  of  borrowers — amend- 
ments that  were  demanded  by  the 
country,  and  whitih  were  almost  unani- 
mously adopted  by  this  House.  The 
Bill,  as  amended,  was  sent  down  to  the 
other  House  for  their  sanction.  But 
another  bill  to  regulate  the  rate 
of  interest  on  mortgages  had  been 
introduced  in  the  Commons,  which, 
after  having  been  mutilated  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  had  to  be  reprinted 
two  or  thiee   times,   was  sent  up  to  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Interest  on 


[April  30,  1880.]  Mortgages  BUI. 


459 


House  in  the  shape  it  was  now  before 
them.  It  had  been  hastened  to  this 
House  for  a  certain  object ;  that  was,  to 
have  it  passed  here,  and  then  to  mutilate 
the  Bill  that  had  been  sent  down  from 
this  House  in  sach  a  manner  that  it 
could  not  be  recognized.  What  was  the 
result  1  It  had  been  brought  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  yesterday,  with 
the  amendments  made  to  it  in  the 
Senate  stricken  oiit^  the  reason 
assigned  for  striking  them  out 
being  that  a  Bill  had  passed  the  Com- 
mons to  regulate  interest  on  mortgages, 
and  it  had  been  sent  up  to  this  House. 
In  other  words,  that  august  assemblage 
iiad  passed  a  Bill  and  sent  it  up  to  the 
Senate,  therefore  any  bill  that  came 
«down  to  them  from  the  Sdnate  for  the 
■same  object  should  be  cast  on  one  side. 
It  seemed  to  him  U>  be  an  indignity 
thrown  on  this  House,  and  he,  for  one, 
was  prepared  to  resent  it.  The  resolu- 
tions he  had  offered  Lad  been  well  con- 
sidered, and  the  Senate  had  adapted 
them  as  being  in  the  interests  of  the 
farmers  and  other  bon-owers.  But  those 
amendments  had  been  struck  out  by  the 
Commons,  and  the  Bill  now  before  them 
was  sent  up  in  such  a  shape  that  his 
amendments  could  not  be  introduced 
into  in.  He  would  warn  hon.  gentlemen 
that  this  Bill  was  not  for  the  relief  or 
protection  of  borrowers,  but  a  Bill  con- 
cocted for  other  purposes,  and  did  not 
contain  any  provisions  that  would  give 
relief  to  the  farmers.  There  was  one 
clause  which  gave  to  loan  companies 
such  power  that  tjiey  could  foreclose 
their  mortgages  immediately,  on  one  or 
two  days'  notice,  and  turn  the  unfortu* 
nate  borrower  out  of  his  property.  It 
had  been  stated  that  such  a  case  could 
not  occur,  but,  in  order  that  hon.  gentle- 
men might  understand  how  it  could  oc- 
cur, he  would  read  a  letter  he  had 
received  on  that  very  subject  from  Mr. 
O'Donohoe,  of  Toronto : — 

**  It  occTirred  to  me  to  say  that  a  very  need- 
fill  provision  would  be  that  every  mortgage 
shofUd  be  held, whether  expressed  or  not,to  con- 
tain two  or  three  months  notice  of  sale,  before 
actual  sale  is  made.  Ignorant  people  never 
mind  whether  a  notice  clause  is  in  or  not.  A 
great  hardship  and  loss  are  imposed  ppon 
poor  borrowers  for  want  of  this.  Within  the 
past  two  weeks  one  of  several  that  came 
to  my  knowledge  occurred.  A  widow  had  her 
property  advertised,  and  a  notice  reached  her 
on  Tuesday  for  a  sale  of  her  fiirm  on  Friday 
Son,  Mr,  Brouse. 


next  following.  She  begged  and  pressed  for 
a  couple  of  weeks  in  vain.  Her  place  was 
sold  and  she  sacrificed." 

He  objected  to  making  this  clause  gen- 
eral, as  applied  to  private  individuals,  as 
it  was  not  found  that  the  abases  com- 
plained of  were  practised  by  individuals, 
but  by  the  loan  associations,  who  had 
$35,000,000  loaned  to  farmers  on  mort- 
gages. The  hon.  member  had  giyen 
notice  that  he  would  move  a  resolution 
that  this  clause  should  not  refer  to  pri- 
vate individuals,  but  only  to  loan 
societies,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  step 
in  the  right  direction.  If  they  were 
obliged  to  throw  aside  the  Bill  which 
had  passed  this  House,  and  take  up  this 
measure  instead,  they  cou^d  then  add 
the  resolutions  which  he  (Dr.  Brouse) 
had  moved  to  the  previous  Bill,  and 
another  amendment  to  the  effect  that 
notice  must  be  given  before  the  fore- 
closure is  made.  If  this  amendment 
were  not  accepted,  this  Bill  should  be 
rejected  altogether,  and  when  their  own 
Bill  came  back  from  the  other  House, 
they  should  amend  it  again,  and  insist 
on  the  amendment  being  adopted  or  the 
Bill  rejected  altogether.  He  would 
move  that  the  Committee  do  rise. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  thought  the  Bill 
would  never  come  back  from  the  other 
House. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE  believed  it  must 
come  back.  It  was  for  the  relief  of 
building  and  loan  societies,  and  would 
have  to  be  passed. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKIN8  said  he  had  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  his  hon.  friend 
from  Prescott  felt  veiy  strongly  on  this 
matter.  That  hon.  gentlemltn  had  taken 
a  deep  intei*est  in  the  class  of  borrowers 
whose  cause  he  was  now  advocating, 
and  he  (Mr.  Aikins)  sympathized  with 
him  in  that  respect,  as  he  thought  it  was 
necessary  there  should  be  legislation  on 
the  subject.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
hon.  gentleman  in  the  principle 
he  advocated.  There  was  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  Building  Societies'  Bill 
would  come  back,  and  it  rested  with  the 
House  to  say  what  action  they  would 
take  on  it  when  returned  amended.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  desired  to  protect  the 
borrowing  community,  it  would  be  better 
to  take  the  Bill  now  before  the  House, 
or  suggest  that  it  be  amended,  rather  than 
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that  the  Committee  should  rise  and  the 
measure  be  lose.  His  hon.  friend  had 
complained  that  this  Bill  contained  no 
clause  whatever  to  prevent  a  sale  without 
giving  notice.  He  would  ask  the  hon. 
gentleman  if  his  amendment  made  to  the 
Building  Societies'  Bill  provided  for  any 
contingency  of  that  kind  ? 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELT^The 
law  provides  for  that. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  that,  with  re- 
gard to  the  particular  clause  now  under 
discussion,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
whether*  it  waa  constitutional  or  uncon- 
stitutional, or  whether  they  had  the 
power  to  enact  it,  but  he  considered  that 
no  great  harm  could  result  from  its  form- 
ing a  portion  of  this  Bill.  Ity  however, 
did  seem  unfair  that  the  borrower  should 
have  the  option  of  paying  back  a  ^oan 
after  five  years,  and  that  the  lender 
should  not  have  the  power  of  calling  in 
Jiis  money  by  giving  a  notice,  or  paying 
three  months'  interest.  He  thought  this 
Bill  was  very  much  better  than  the 
one  they  had  considered  and  sent 
down  to  the  Commons.  The  other 
Bill  dealt  only  with  loan  com- 
panies and  building  societies  ;  but  there 
were  other  associations,  particularly  in 
Ontario,  such  as  insurance  companies 
that  loaned  large  sums  of  money,  and 
he  did  not  see  why  the  restrictive 
provisions  of  this  Bill  should  not  be  made 
as  applicable  to  them  as  to  these  com- 
panies, which,  it  struck  him,  would  only  be 
reasonable.  As  to  private  money  lenders, 
he  believed  that;  as  a  rule,  they  were 
quite  as  severe  as  companies,  and  quite 
as  exacting  and  rapacious  in  their 
demands,  and  he  could  not  understand 
why  they  should  not  be  under  the  same 
restrictions  as  loan  societies.  He  would 
be  very  sorry  if  this  Bill  should  be  lost, 
and  he  believed  if  the  Senate  rejected  it, 
instead  of  elevating  themselves  in  the 
opinion  of  the  public,  it  would  have  the 
very  reverse  effect,  as  it  would  be 
thought  that  their  wish  was  not  so  much 
to  protect  the  weak,  as  to  have  their  own 
views  placed  on  the  Statute  book. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  the  difficulty 
that  presented  itself  to  his  mind  was  this : 
supposing  this  Bill  were  thrown  out,  they 
would  have  no  certainty  that  they  could 
amend  the  other  Bill  during  the  present 
session. 

Hon.  Mr,  Aiklns, 


Hon.  Mr.  BEVER  had  not  the  slight- 
est objection  to  this  Bill  extending  to  all 
other  portions  of  Canada,  if  it  excluded 
New  Brunswick,  where  they  had  a  law 
which  was  very  satisfactory.  He  (Mr. 
Dever)  had  the  honor  of  having  intro- 
duced into  this  House  the  Bill  for  the 
abolition  of  the  usury  laws  in  that  Pro- 
vince. In  New  Brunswick,  when  the 
rate  of  interest  was  not  specified  on  the 
face  of  the  mortgage,  the  lender  could 
only  collect  6  per  cent. ;  but  where  a 
bargain  was  made,  and  the  interest  waa 
specified  on  the  face  of  the  mortgage,  the 
leader  could  collect  the  rate  of  interest 
agreed  upon.  It  was  found,  imder  that 
law,  that  money  could  be  borrowed  as 
cheaply  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  Dom- 
inion. After  the  great  fire  in  St.  John, 
large  sums  of  money  were  loaned  at  6 
percent.  However,  it  was  optional  with 
the  lenders  to  take  7,  8,  or  any  specified 
per  cent,  agreed  upon  with  the  borrower^ 
and  he  would  be  sorry  to  see  any  law 
now  passed  which  would  inteifere  with 
this  arrangement,  and  he  trusted  that 
the  New  Brunswick  members  would  be 
heard  in  the  matter. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS  did  not  see  why  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Prescott  had  con- 
stituted himself  the  guardian  of  the  borrow- 
ers in  this  country.  He  (Mr.  Gibbs)  con- 
tended that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  no 
more  the  guardian  of  the  particular 
interest  which  he  seemed  to  advocate  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  than  he  (Mr. 
Gibbs)  was  of  the  loaning  companies. 
As  a  rule,  respectable  loan  societies 
treated  their  clients  a!k  liberally  as  private 
individuals  did.  When  companies  were 
obliged  to  resort  to  ulterior  measures  for 
the  collection  of  their  money,  it  was  only 
done  when  they  found  that  the  borrower 
was  no  longer  paying  his  interest,  or  that 
the  security  for  the  debt  was  diminishing 
in  value.  They  did  no  more  than  private 
individuals  to  protect  their  interests,  and 
ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  t!ie  animad- 
vei*sions  made  without  just  cause  ia 
regard  to  them.  He  ho])ed  the  5th  clause 
would  be  struck  out. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ  said  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  seemed  to  speak  for  all  the* 
companies  in  the  Dominion,  but  he 
would  give  an  instance  of  the  dealings  ot 
one  company  for  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  not  spoken.     In  January  18^77,. 
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^  genUeman  borrowed  $300  from  the 
Hastings  Loan  and  Investment  Society 
tit  the  nominal  interest  of  7  per  cent.,  the 
loan  to  ran  five  years,  and  to  be  repay- 
ttble  in  sixty  monthly  instalment  of 
^6.75  each.  He  paid  $192.25  in  twenty- 
-seven  instalments,  and  then,  when  he 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  withdraw  from  the 
society,  they  claimed  $202.70.  This  was 
charging  him,  for  interest  on  the  $300, 
for  two  years  and  four  months,  $94,  or 
within  $1 1  of  the  amount  which  they 
should  have  received  for  five  years. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  de- 
fiired  to  point  out  to  his  hon.  friend  from 
Prescott,  that  this  Bill  was,  at  all  events, 
in  the  direction  in  which  he  was  anxious 
to  see  legislation.  The  Bill  which  was 
-sent  down  from  this  House  had  come  back 
with  the  amendments  stricken  out,  and 
there  was  no  possibility  of  the  amend- 
ments being  again  introduced  and  sent 
back  to  the  other  House  and  receiving 
the  assent  of  that  Chamber.  The  only 
course,  then,  would  be  te  have  a  confer- 
ence between  the  two  Houses,  which  was 
not  convenient  at  this  stage  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  it  would  be  found  impossable,  in 
practice,  to  have  the  amendments  restored 
.  to  the  first  Bill,  or  made  at  all,  except 
under  the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  It 
would  be  far  better,  he  thought,  for  the 
hon.  gentleman  to  take  advantage  of  this 
Bill  as  far  as  it  went,  and  reserve  to 
himself  the  right  of  action,  another  ses- 
sion, to  have  any  additional  amendments 
which  he  might  think  important  made  to 
the  law. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE  said  if  his  amend- 
ments could  not  be  made  this  session,  he 
would  have  to  accept  the  alternative 
suggested  by  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR  hoped  that  his 
hon.  friend  would  see  the  propriety  of 
withdrawing  his  motion,  "  That  the  Com- 
mittee do  rise,"  and  allow  the  Bill  to 
pass.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that  this 
Bill  secured  the  object  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Prescott  was  working 
for  better  than  the  amendments  made  to 
the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  It  was  general  in  its  application, 
and  it  would  be  better  that,  in  all  their 
legislation,  there  was  the  same  general 
principle  at  the  bottom — ^that  the  law 
.should  apply  to  every  one  alike,  under 
Hon.  Mr.  Bead.  • 


the  same  circumstances.  He  believed 
that  the  same  principle  should  apply  to 
private  lenders  q£  money  as  to  loan 
societies,  as  it  was  as  important  that  the 
borrower  should  Live  protection  from 
both.  He  thought  the  Bill  was  a  very 
good  one,  and  he  hoped  his  hon.  friend 
from  Oshawa  (Mr.  Gibbs)  would  not 
move  that  the  last  clause  be  struck  out. 
It  was  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
poorer  and  less  educated  class  of  bor- 
rowers, particularly  in  the  agricultural 
districts.  He  had  no  doubt  as  to  the 
constitutionality  of  the  5th  clause,  and 
some  of  the  ablest  men  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  held  the  same  opinion. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  was  not 
surprised  that  the  hon.  member  from 
Prescott  should  feel  indignant — and  this 
House  should  feel  indignant — at  the 
manner  in  which  his  amendments  had 
been  expunged  from  the  Bill  that  was 
sent  down  to  the  Commons,  through  some 
improper  influence.  If  there  was  any- 
thing that  should  produce  warmth  in  this 
House,  it  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
honest  endeavors  of  independent  mem- 
bers were  sometimes  thwarted,  when  they 
were  striving  to  correct  evils  of  which 
the  people  complained,  and  from  which 
they  had  suffered. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  knew  of  no  objec- 
tions to  tl^  amendments  of  the  hon. 
member  from  Pre^ott  being  incorpor- 
ated in  this  Bill.  There  was  a  provision 
in  it  already  that  would  make  one  of  his 
amendments  wholly  unnecessary — that 
was  the  provision  that  no  fine  or  penalty 
should  be  exacted  from  the  borrower. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  be  prepai*ed 
to  strike  out  the  5th  clause,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  unconstitutional  and 
would  move,  seconded  by  Hon.  Mr. 
Botsfordy  that  the  5th  clause  be 
expunged. 

Hon.  Mr.  YIDAL  said  that  a  motion 
to  that  effect  had  already  been  made. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  entirely  approved 
of  all  laws  that  were  intended  to  prevent 
persons  from  being  deceived,  but  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  they  ought  not 
to  interfere  with  contracts.  *'  The  great- 
est good  to  the  greatest  number"  was 
the  maxim  in  legislation  that  was  most 
frequently  quoted,  but  he  believed  that 
simple  justioe  for  all  was  a  better  prin- 
ciple to  be  guided  by  in  these  matters, 
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and  that  lenders  should  have  the  same 
option  Ir  regard  to  »calling  their  loans 
that  borrowers  were  to  be  allowed  as  to 
payment. 

Hon.  Mr.  A  IK  INS  said  that  insinna* 
tion^  had  been  indulged  in  by  some  hon. 
members,  in  reference  to  the  Bill  which 
had  been  sent  down  to  the  Commons 
from  this  House,  with  the  amendments 
of  the  hon.  member  from  Prescott  incor- 
porated in  it.  Such  insinuations  should 
not  be  indulged  in,  as  they  were  wholly 
unfounded.  The  Bill  introduced  in 
the  Commons  had  been  amended,  re- 
printed and  reported  to  that  House  before 
the  hon.  member  from  Prescott  had  in- 
troduced his  amendments  at  all,  and  he 
thought  that  that  House  had  evecj  right 
t«  say,  when  the  Senate  Bill  came  down 
to  them,  that  a  measure  of  their  own, 
which  had  been  introduced  early  in  the 
session,  and  which  had  been  carefully  and 
thoroughly  considered,  should  not  be 
superseded.  The  Commons  had  a  perfect 
right  to  take  thai  course,  and  he  rose  to 
throw  back  any  insinuations  that  undue< 
influence  had  been  used. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ  said  he  had  been  the 
first  to'  throw  out  those  insinuations,  and 
he  had  good  ground  fordoing  so.  When 
he  ooiild  be  told  in  advanoe  that  such  and 
such  things  would  take  place,  and  they 
did  actually  occur,  he  tho^ight  it  was 
more  than  a  coincidence. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  favored  the 
Bill,  but  preferred  to  see  the  5th  clause 
amended,  so  as  to  compel  the  borrower  to 
pay  six  months'  interest  when  he  wished 
to  pay  off  the  mortgage  before  the  time 
had  expired.  It  was  unfair  to  the  lender, 
after  he  had  made  a  safe  investment  of 
his  money  for  a  term  of  years,  that  he 
sbould  he  compelled  to  take  it  back  at 
any  time  the  borrower  chose  to  tender 
him  three  months'  interest  along  with  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  felt  that  the 
Senate  should  stand  on  their  dignity,  and 
decline  to  accept  the  amendments  of  the 
Commons  to  the  other  Bill.  It  wonld 
then  go  back  to  the  other  House,  and 
the  responsibility  of  rejecting  the  amend- 
ments of  the  h<Mi.  gentleman  from  Pres^ 
coU  would  test  with  the  other  Chamber. 
He  did  not  wish  to  impute  anything 
unfair  to  anyone,  but  it  was  well  known 
that  gentlemen  representing  these  loan 
societies  had  come  down  from  Toronto, 
Ban.  Mr.  Penny, 


and  it  was  really  supposed  that  their 
visit  had  something  to  do  with  the  elimi- 
nation of  the  amendments  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Prescott  from  the  BilL  He 
thought  the  best  course  would  be  not  to- 
pass  this  Bill,  but  to  keep  it  in  com- 
mittee until  they  could  see  what  action 
the  Commons  would  take  on  the  other 
measure. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  a  great 
deal  of  stress  was  laid  on  the  fact  that 
the  amendments  made  to  the  Bill  that 
had  been  sent  down  to  the  Commons 
provided  that  the  rate  of  interest  was  to 
be  written  across  the  face  of  the  mort- 
gage in  different  colored  isk.  Although, 
in  the  same  words,  that  provision  waa 
not  made  in  this  Bill,  still  there  was  a 
provision  applicable  to  all  mortgages  on 
the  instalment  plan  to  the  same  effect, 
as  in  all  cases  the  mortgage  had  to  contain 
a  statement  of  the  rate  of  interest,  cal- 
culated yearly  and  half  yearly. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  said  that,  when  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Prescott  submitted 
his  amendments  to  the  Government  Bill 
in  this  House,  his  object  was  that  they 
should  affect  biulding  societies  only,  and 
it  arose  from  complaints  that  had  been 
made  against  the  manner  in  which  some 
of  those  companies  conducted  their  busi« 
ness.  He  (Mr.  Ho|)e)  did  not  believe 
that  those  complaints  existed  against  all 
building  societies,  and  he  was  satisfied 
that  these  asso^nations  had  done  a  great 
deal  in  reducing  the  rate  of  interest,  and 
in  keeping  private  lenders  in  their  proper 
position.  There  was  one  clause  in  those 
amendments,  as  originally  offei^,  about 
which  he  had  had  a  good  deal  of  doubt — 
that  was,  giving  power  to  the  borrower 
to  termioate  his  contract  at  any  time,, 
upon  paying  the  mortgage  wiUi  six 
months^  interest  in  advance  ;  and  strong^ 
expressions  of  disapproval  had  been  made 
by  several  members  in  this  House  against 
that  clause.  He  had  advised  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Prescott,  at  the  time,  to 
withdraw  it.  To  his  (Mr.  Hope^s)  as- 
tonishment, this  Bill  from  the  House  of 
Commons  dealt  not  mer^y  with  building 
societies,  but  with  all  mortgages;  and 
some  hon.  gentlemen  who  w«ne  of^MMed 
to  the  clause  to  which  he  had  relerred, 
when  the  other  Bill  was  before  the 
House,  now  supported  this  measure, 
the     principle      of     which     extended 
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to  all  lenders,  and  to  all  parts  of 
the  Dominion. .  He  (Mr.  Hope)  could 
not  support  this  5th  clause.  Now,  the 
three  finit  clauses  of  this  measure  were 
intended  to  deal,  not  only  with  building 
and  loan  societies,  but  with  private  loons 
and  mortgages.  If.  there  were  any  com- 
plaints with  regard  to  private  lenders, 
there  would  be  some  cause  for  this  inter- 
ference ;  but  all  the  complaints  were 
against  certain  building  societies,  and  he 
saw  no  reason  for  mingling  the  two 
classes  of  mortgages.  It  would  be  far 
better  for  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  to 
withdraw  it  and  allow  the  other  Bill  to 
go  on. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT  said  his  hon.  friend 
from  Samia  somewhat  doubted  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  5  th  clause,  and  in 
that  opinion,  the  hon.  Senator  from  Am- 
herst concurred,  while  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Bichmond  took  the  opposite  view. 
Then  the  hon.  Senator  from  Halifax, 
whom  he  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
greatest  legal  luminaries  of  the  country, 
gave  his  opinion  that  it  was  tmconatitii- 
tional.  However,  when  he  (Mr.  Flint) 
considered  that  there  were  a  great  many 
legal  luminaries  in  the  other  House,  per- 
haps not  so  profound  as  the  hon.  Senator 
from  ^alifax,  who  had  had  this  BOl  be- 
fore them,  he  -believed  that  they  must 
have  considered  it  oonstituflonal  when 
they  passed  it.  He  (Mr.  Flint)  believed 
that  it  was  constitutional,  and,  therefore, 
he  asked  the  adoption  of  this  clause. 
The' House  should  be  willing  to  give  the 
country  some  measure  of  relief  in  refei^ 
enoe  to  the  rates  of  interest  on  mortgages 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  col- 
lected. It  might  be  better  to  amend  the 
clause  by  extending  the  notice  from  three 
to  six  months.  That  was  nothing  more 
than  reasonable.  If  a  man  loaned  money 
under  this  BUI,  he  must,  necessarily,  know 
the  conditions — ^that  he  might  have  the 
money  paid  back  in  five  years, 
with  six  months'  interest  added — 
and,  therefore,  he  was  as  much 
protected  as  .the  borrower.  It  was 
nothing  more  than  fair  in  principle, 
but  if  the  borrower  could  be  called  upon 
at  any  time  to  pay  up  the  principal,  he 
would  be  placed  in  a  very  different  posi- 
tion from  the  lender.  The  course  that 
had  been  pursued  by  the  other  Chamber 
in  referenoe  to  the  Bill  sent  down  from 
the  Senate,  a  few  days  ago,  was  not 
Hon.  Mr.  Hope. 


exactly  what  it  should  have  been.  He 
believed  that  the  other  House  had  taken 
too  much  upon  themselves;  but,  not- 
withstanding that,  he  thought  that  the 
Sentete  should  be  too  dignified  to  retaliate 
npon  them.  There  was  a  good  deal  said 
about  this  House,  and  a  disposition  in 
the  other  Chamber  to  get  rid  of  it,  and  he 
thought  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  throw 
out  this  Bill,  and  give  them  cause  to 
say  that  the  Senate  had  retaliated 
upon       them.  He        hoped        the 

hon.  Senator  from  Prescott  would  not 
ask  the  Committee  to  rise,  because  that 
would  defeat  the  Bill.  The  reason  that 
he  (Mr.  Flint)  had  taken  up  the  Bill  the 
other  day,  was  because  nobody  seemed  to 
have  charge  of  it,  and  it>  would  be  dis- 
courteous to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
allow  it  to  lie  on  the  table.  It  was  not 
because  he  felt  himself  competent  to 
grapple  with  tliis  great  question.  He 
had  merely  discharged  his  duty  in  moving 
the  second  reading. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  that  the  effect 
of  striking  out  the  amendment  would  be 
to  send  the  Bill  back  to  the  other  House, 
and,  at  thislate  period  of  the  session,  that 
might  result  in  the  defeat  of  the  Bill. . 
There  seemed  to  be  a  consensus  of  opinion 
that  the  Bill  had  substantially  good 
features  about  it.  He  concurred  in  that 
view,  and  would  regret  if  it  should  be  lost 
this  session,  which  he  believed,  would  be 
the  result  if  any  amendments  wei«  made. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  if  there  was 
anything  in  that  argument,  it  was  very 
unfortunate  that  the  other  House  had 
seen  fit  to  make  so  many  amendments  to 
the  Bill  that  h^d  been  s«nt  down  to  them 
from  the  Senate.  This  measure  had  not 
been  delayed  in  the  Senate.  It  had  been 
detained  a  month  or  six  weeks  in  the 
other  House,  and  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
the^  Senate  that  it  came  before  them  for 
discussion  so  late  in  the  Session. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK  said  that  there  were 
two  parties  to  any  contract.  A  person 
entrusted  with  the  money  of  third  par- 
ties wishing  to  invest  it  for  a  long  period, 
may,  perhaps,  find  a  dozen  ready  to  bor- 
row it  on  the  term!  he  offers.  One  of 
the  parties  borrows  it,  and  thus  enters 
into  a  contract.  Hiis  Bill  would  permit 
one  party  to  the  contract  to  violate  it 
before  the  expiration  of  the  period  for 
which  the  money  was  borrowed.     If  in- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


464 


Interest  on 


[SENATE.] 


Mortgages  Bill. 


t«rest  were  rising,  no  man  would  pay  off 
a  mortgage  if  he  had  to  borrow  money 
at  a.  figher  rate  ;  but,  if  he  could 
get  money  on  better  terms,  this  Bill 
would  enable  him  to  do  so.  The  other 
{)arty  had  no  option.  He  could  not  ter- 
minate the  contract  as  the  other  could. 
•  consequently,  it  would  be  permitting  acts 
of  injustice  to  be  done,  and,  therefore,  he 
was  opposed  to  the  clause. 

Hon.  Mr.  MFLLER  asked  what  injus- 
tice could  be  done,  when  the  parties  enter- 
ing into  the  contract  knew  that^  at  the 
end  of  five  years,  the  money  could  be 
returned  1  The  contract  would  b©  sub- 
ject to  this  condition  just  as  muth  as  it 
would  be  subject  to  the  conditions  con- 
tained in  the  mortgage.  But  was  there 
anything  extraordinary  in  the  law  at- 
taching such  conditions  to  contracts? 
Was  not  this  whole  Bill  a  piece  of  legis- 
lation regulating  and  restricting  the  loan 
of  money  secured  by  mortgages  on  real 
estate  1  Was  not  the  whole  Bill  intended 
to  contix)!  the  loaning  ef  money,  and  had 
not  Parliament  just  the  same  right  to 
limit  the  period  of  a  mortgage  to  five 
years  as  to  limit  the  rate  of  interest,  or 
enact  any  one  of  the  conditions  mentioned 
in  the  Bill  t 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD  asked  why 
Parliament  should  interfere  with  a  bargain 
between  two  parties,  unless  some  evil 
could  be  shewn  to  result  from  permitting 
them  to  do  so  1  If  these  loan  societies  pos- 
sessed large  powers,  Parliament  had 
granted  them,  and,  if  evils  arose  from 
the  exercise  of  those  powers.  Parliament 
could  deal  with  them  ;  but  he  could  not 
undewtand  why  Parliament  should  inter- 
fere between  individuals  making  a  bargain 
which  was  usually  for  their  mutual 
benefit. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  Par- 
liament had  power  to  make  usury  laws. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD  said  that  it 
should  first  be  shewn  that  evils  existed 
before  attempting  to  pass  such  a  Bill  as 
this,  which  directly  interfered  with  civil 
rights. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS  thought  it  was  an 
extraordinary  doctrine  that  contracts 
might  be  made  to  which  one  party  should 
be  bound  and  the  other  should  not  or 
need  not  be  bound.  If  it  were  desirable 
to  fix  five  years  as  the  limit  of  mort- 
Jfforu  Mr,  Work. 


gages,  it  was  but  fair  to  say  that  no 
contract  should  be  binding  on  either  side 
beyond  five  years.  He  was  surprised 
that  such  an  astute  lawyer  as  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Richmond  could  advocate 
the  doctrine  he  had  expounded. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  lost 

Contents,  20 ;  Non-Contents,  26. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  supposed  that  it 
was  useless  to  try  to  carry  anything 
against  the  united  forces  of  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  and  Opposition.  The  constitution- 
ality of  this  clause  would  soon  be  tetsted 
in  the  courts. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLAR  said  that,  by 
limiting  the  clause,  and  making  it  appli- 
cable to  the  first  section  only,  would  bring 
all  mortgages  of  over  five  years  now  in 
existence  under  the  terms  of  the  5th 
clause,  and  that  would  be  a  very  great 
injustice. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  the  House 
was  getting  a  little  more  light  on  this 
Bill.  The  other  day,  when  the  olgection 
was  made  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  New 
Brunswick  (Mr.  Botsford)  that  this  Bill 
applied  to  all  mortgages,  ho  was  in- 
formed by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Rich- 
mond that  he  was  mistaken.  Now, 
however,  it  seemed  that  it  applied  to 
all  mortgages  after  the  first  of  July 
next,  if  that  were  the  intention,  it  was 
only  another  proof  that  the  Bill  was  be- 
yond the  jurisdiction  of  Parb'ament 
Tne  hon.  Senator  from  Richmond  had 
remarked  half-a-dozen  times,  the  other 
day,  that  the  Bill  did  not  apply  to  what 
was  called  straight  mortgages  ;  but  now 
it  seemed  to  include  the  straight  as  well 
as  the  crooked. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  he  had  been 
misunderstood.  The  other  day,  the  dis- 
cussion turned  on  the  rate  of  interest, 
and  'the  hon.  Senator  from  Amherst 
started  the  point  that  the  Bill  was  going 
to  limit  the  rate  of  interest  fixed  by 
law :  that  was  the  view  that  he  (Mr. 
Miller)  was  arguing  upon,  and  he  had 
contended  that  the  Bill  would  only  affect 
mortgages  upon  the  principle  mentioned 
in  the  first  section.  That  was  his  con- 
tention still  but,  with  regard  to  this 
clause,  which  was  intended  to  give  an 
opportunity  of  paying  off  a  mortgage 
af^r  five  years,  he  did  not  pretend  to  say 
that  it  would  not  apply  to  all  mortgages 
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taken  after  July  next.  His  contention, 
the  other,  day,  was  that  this  Bill  did  not 
affect  the  rate  of  intei*est  on  mortgages  in 
Nova  Scotia  at  all. 

Hon.  Mr.  ODELL  thought  that  there 
should  be  some  distinction  between 
mortgages  made  between  individuals  and 
those  made  by  loan  and  boilding  socie- 
ties. He  thought  it  was  very  wrong  to 
put  i*estrictions  upon  arrangements  that 
might  be  made  between  individuals,  as 
no  difficulties  had  heretofore  been  found 
to  exist  in  that  direction,  and  no  grounds 
had  been  shewn  for  imposing  such  re- 
strictions.  He,  therefore,  moved  that : — 

'•  6.  This  Act  shall  only  apply  to  moneys 
secured  by  mortgage  on  real  estate  executed 
after  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty,  taken  by  or  on  behalf  of  any  loan, 
building  or  other  society,  whose  principal 
business  is  loaning  or  advancing  money  on 
mortgages,  and  to  mortgages  taken  in  trust 
for  any  such  society." 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  objected 
to  the  amendment,  because  it  would  ren- 
der the  Act  almost  useless  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Prince  Edward  Island,  where 
there  were  no  large  societies  which  act.ed  in 
the  way  that  some  hon.  gentlemen  spoke 
of.  But  there  were  many  money-lenders 
there,  who  often  loaned  money  at  a  high 
rate  of  interest,  and  he  thought  that  the 
clause  referred  to  would  be  very  useful 
to  control  their  rates. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  the 
amendment  was  out  of  order,  because  it 
struck  at  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
which  was  that  the  first  clause  should 
apply  to  all  mortgages  drawn  on  the 
sinking  fund  principle. 

Hon,  Mr.  BOTSFORD  said  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Richmond  was  of  a  very 
different  opinion  now  to  that  he  had  en- 
tertained a  few  days  ago,  when  he  stated 
that  this  Bill  did  not  apply  to  mortgages 
made  between  private  individuals. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  had  not 
been  his  contention. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD  said  he  did 
not  think  he  had  mistaken  the  hon. 
member.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  cer- 
tainly argued  that  the  first  clause  did  not 
apply  to  that  class  of  mortgages,  and,  now, 
the  hon.  gentleman  contended  that  it  did. 
The  amendment  was  quite  in  order,  and 
he  hoped  that  it  would  pass.  From  his 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller. 


own  personal  experience,  he  knew  that 
the  evils  caused  by  loan  societies  did  not 
exist  with  regard  to  private  individuals. 
In  New  Brunswick,  at  all  events,  the 
interest  laws  were  very  well  known,  and 
mortgages  were  generally. drawn  without 
the  late  of  interest  being  stated.  '  In  that 
case,  only  6  per  cent,  could   be  collected. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  said,  if  the  amend- 
ment should  carry,*  the  effect  of  that 
amendment  would  be  to  limit  the  appli- 
cation of  the  5th  clause  entirely  to 
building  and  loan  societies  lending  money 
on  the  sinking  fund  principle,  and  he 
would,  therefore,  consider  himself  re- 
lieved from  his  promise  to  suppoi-t  the 
clause,  because,  if  that  amendment  were 
adopted,  it  would  be  making  a  most 
unfair  and  unjust  distinction  between 
such  societies  and  other  companies,  and 
individuals  loaning  money  in  tlie  Do- 
minion. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  the  reason  why 
this  Bill  was  before  Parliament,  was 
because  of  complaints  of  certain  hardships 
imposed  on  borrowers.  Such  hardships 
would  be  none  the  less  grievous  if  the 
money  were  obtained  from  a  private 
individual  than  if  obtained  from  a  com- 
pany. If  the  statement  were  true  that 
no  such  hardships  existed  in  the  case  of 
loans  obtained  from  private  individuals, 
then  this  Bill  would  not  affect  them. 
It  was  only  those  particular  lenders  who 
acted  as  loan  societies  were  said  to  act 
occasionally,  that  would  be  affected  by 
this  BiU. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER,  in  reply  to  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Sackville  (Mr.  Bots- 
ford)  repeated  his  explanation  of  his 
remarks  of  the  other  day.  The  subject 
under  discussion  then  was,  whether  this 
Bill  affected  the  rate  of  interest  in  Nova 
Scotia.  His  contention  was  that  it 
would  not  do  80  in  the  slightest  degree, 
as  mortgages  in  that  Province  were  on 
the  "straight"  principle.  The  only 
provision  in  this  Bill  relating  to  straight 
mortgages  was  the  5  th  clause,  which 
affected  the  time  when  they  could  be  paid 
off.  His  argument,  the  other  day,  was 
not  in  reference  to  that  clause,  but  the 
application  of  the  principle  of  this  Bill 
to  the  loaning  of  money  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Hon.     Mr.    BOTSFORD    contended 
that  the  former  argument  of  the  hon. 
Senator  was  that  the  Bill  did  not  extend 
30 
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to  private  individuals,  but  to  those  only 
made  on  the  principle  mentioned  in  the 
1st  section. 

Hon.  Mr.  McCLELAN  said  that  was 
the  impression  that  the  hon.  gentleman's 
(Mr.  Miller's)  remarks  had  made  on  him, 
but  he  had  not  been  very  much  influ- 
enced by  them.  He  (Mr.  McClelan) 
hoped  that  the  amendment  would  pass, 
because  he  was  opposed  to  the  tendency 
of  this  Bill.  He  considered  it  unconsti- 
tutional and  unjust  in  its  application  to 
privlite  contracts.  If  there  was  any 
classi  of  the  community  in  New  Brunswick 
that  would  derive  benefit  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  law,  it  was  the  very  respect- 
able class  of  legal  gentlemen  there.  He 
believed  that  the  constitutionality  of  it 
would  be  tested.  A  very  great  difference 
of  opinion  existed  among  the  legal  gen- 
tlemen in  this  Chamber,  and  the  same 
difference  of  opinion  would,  undoubtedly, 
exist  among  gentlemen  outside  of  it,  the 
result  would  be  litigation,  and,  instead  of 
relieving  the  borrowing  class,  so  far  as 
contracts  between  private  individuals 
were  concerned,  he  was  satisfied  the  ten- 
dency of  the  law,  if  passed  in  its  present 
shape,  would  be  to  have  the  opix>site 
effect. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  suggested  that 
the  clause  should  only  be  made  appli- 
cable to  such  mortgages  as  were  men- 
tioned in  the  1st  section  of  thd  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  said  that  that 
would  be  a  very  unjust  thing. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported 
progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

AFTHR  BESOQSS. 

The  House  resumed  consideration  of 
the  Bill  relating  to  interest  on  mortgages 
secured  by  real  estate,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH  said  that  he 
could  not  support  such  an  amendment ; 
he  thought  that  the  same  rule  should 
apply  to  all  classes  of  mortgages.  In 
Nova  Scotia,  loans  were  generally  made 
by  private  individuals,  and,  when  the 
rate  of  interest  was  restricted,  there  was 
no  reason  why  the  borrower  should  not 
be  allowed  to  pay  it  back  as  soon  as  he 
was  able.  Omr  laws  should  facilitate,  as 
much  as  possible,  the  payment  of  debts. 
Kon.  Jkr,  Bottford. 


Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  he  had 
thrown  out  the  suggestion  before  six 
o'clock.  He  now  moved  that  the  5tb 
clause  be  amended  as  follows  : — 

"After  < mortgage/  insert,  'pronded  that 
this  section  shall  only  apply  to  mortgagee 
mentioned  in  the  let  section  of  this  Act,  and 
to  all  loans  by  incorporated  companies  se- 
cured by  mortgage  in  any  way  whatever." 

The  effect  of  this  amendment  would  be 
to  exclude  private  straight  mortgages 
from  the  operation  of  the  law. 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  leave  the  Bill  as  it  was,  be- 
cause this  amendment  might  give  rise  to 
a  good  deal  of  doubt  as  to  the  class  of 
mortgages  included  in  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Sir  ^LEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  the  amendment  met  the  difiiculty 
mentioned  with  reference  to  the  first 
proposition  made  to  the  Committee,  of 
extending  the  proviso  to  all  incorporated 
companies,  and,  so  fur,  he  agreed  to  it. 
But  it  was  open  to  this  objection:  that  it 
militated  against  the  plan  of  lending 
money  on  the  sinking  fund  plan.  It 
would  be  an  inducement  to  the  loan 
companies  to  favor  straight  loans.  Was 
that  in  i^he  interest  of  the  public  t  There 
was  strong  ground  to  argue  that  it  was 
not. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  thought  that,  if 
any  limitation  was  to  be  made  at  all,  the 
House  would  be  justified  in  striking  out 
the  5th  clause  altogether.  He  spoke 
and  felt  very  strongly  on  the  subject, 
because,  apart  from  the  interests  of  the 
loan  companies,  he  believed  that  the 
sinking  fund  system  had  been  a  gi^at 
boon  to  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
it  would  be  unwise  to  drive  the  compan- 
ies into  abandoning  that  system^  an  they 
were  likely  to  do  if  this  amendment  were 
adopted.  The  Bill,  so  far. as  it  rdated  to 
money  borrowed  on  the  sinking  fund 
principle,  was  complete,  and  he  saw  no 
reason  for  imposing  this  additional  pen- 
alty on  companies  doing  business  in  that 
way,  unless  it  was  extended  to  all  persons 
lending  money.  If  there  was  to  be  any 
limitation  at  all,  he  would  feel  himself  at 
liberty  to  vote  for  striking  out  the  5th 
clause  d  together. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  rejected :  Contents,  15  > 
non-contents,  17. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Printing  of 


[April  30,  1880.] 


PartiamerU, 


467 


Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendment : — 

<<  Whenerer  any  principal  money  or  interets 
secured  by  mortgage  of  reol  estate  is  not,  under 
the  terms  of  the  mortgage,  payable  till  a  time 
more  than  five  years  after  the  date  of  the 
mortgage,  then  in  case  at  any  time  after  the 
expiration  of  such  five  years,  any  person 
entitled  to  receive  the  money  and  interest  so 
secured,  tenders  or  pays  to  the  person  obliged 
to  pay  the  money,  three  months'  interest  in 
lieu  of  notiee,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  forthwith 
to  call  in  and  recorer  the  money  and  interest 
due  on  the  same  mortgage." 

The  amendment  was  declared  losL 
The  clause  was  adopted. 
On  the  6th  clause, 

Hon.  Mr.  BROUSE  moved  that  the 
loUowing  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill : — 

"  Claiue  A. — No  sale  of  lands  made  under 
power  of  sale  contained  in  any  mortgage  shall 
be  valid  unless  two  months'  previous  written 
or  printed  notice  of  intention  to  exercise  such 
powers  of  sale,  specifying  the  date  and  place 
thereof  shall  have  been  given  to  the  mortgagor 
or  left  with  a  grown-up  person,  at  his  last 
place  of  residence  in  the  province,  nor  unless 
such  proposed  sale  shall  have  been  advertised 
for  at  least  one  month  in  some  newspaper 
published  in  the  county  within  which  such 
lands  lie." 

He  mid  he  had  received  a  statement  from 
Mr.  O* Donohoe  of  Toronto,  of  the  case  of  a 
poor  widow  who  reoeived  notice  from  a 
loan  company  on  a  Tuesday  ihat  her  pro- 
perty would  be  sold  the  following  Friday 
for  non-payment  of  an  instalment  She 
asked  for  time,  but  it  was  refitted,  and 
the  proptrtj  was  sold'  at  a  sacrifice. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
thought  the  proposition  was  a  reaaonable 
one. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWEK  hoped  that  the 
leader  of  the  House  would  reconsider  his 
statement.  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Power) 
that  this  proposed  section  was  nltra  nres 
of  this  Parliament,  as  it  interfered  with  a 
matter  which  came  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  local  legislatures. 

Hon.  Mr.  McCLELAN  approved  of 
the  amendment,  but  thought  the  language 
of  it  could  be  improved. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  suggested  that 
the  clause  shonld  be  allowed  to  stand 
over. 

Hon.  Mr.  PELLETIER  did  not  see 
how  this  Parliament  could  legislate  on  the 
laatter,  and  the  amendment  was  unneces- 
sary, so  far  as  Quebec  was  oonoemed, 
ffofu  Mr.  Allan. 


becanse,  in  that  Province,  no  sale  of  land 
could  take  place  unless  advertised  for 
four  months  in  the  Quebec  Official 
Gazette. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CA^MPBELL  said 
there  might  be  grave  doubts  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  this  Parliament  was  legislating 
on  the  basis  that  it  had  power  to  control 
those  companies,  and,  therefore,  over  all 
the  other  circumstances  incidental  to  such 
control.  In  the  case  put  by  the  hon* 
Senator  opposite  (Mr.  Pelletier)  the  Bill 
would  not  be  contrary  to  the  law  of 
Quebec,  as  only  twe  montjis'  notice  was 
required. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  was  not  at  all 
prepared  to  say  that  the  view  taken  by 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Halifax  (Mr. 
Power)  was  not  correct,  but  was  rather 
inclined  to  think  that  this  Parliament 
had  power  to  pass  this  amendment.  It 
would  be  better,  however,  to  let  the 
amendment  stand,  in  order  that  time 
might  be  given  to  frame  it  more  care- 
fully. 

The  amendment  was  allowed  to  stand. 

Hon.  Mr.  LEONARD,  from  the  Com- 
mittee, reported  the  Bill,  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  concurred  in. 


ONTARIO    REFUGE    FOR    GIRLS    BILL 
THIRD  BXADIirO. 

'  The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  en  BUI  (100)  •'Respecting 
the  Industrial  Refuge  for  Oirls,  of 
Ontario." 

Hon.  Mr.  McCLELAN,  from  the 
Committee,  reported  the  Bill  with  an 
amendment^  which  was  concurred  in. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 


THE  PRINTING   OF    PARLIAMENT. 
TWELFTH    BEPOBT    OF     THE    JOINT    COM- 
MITTEE. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
called— consideration  of  iJie  twelfth  re- 
port of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printings 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  said  that  a 
difficulty  had  arisen  with  res^ard  to  one 
of  the  resolutions  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  report,  recommending  that  two  rooniB 
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Law  Officers  and 
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in  the  Senate  vaults  be  prepared  for 
storage  purposes.  He  understood  that 
these  rooms  were  necessary  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

After  some  discussion,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  report  was  postponed 
until  Monday. 

l^NNIPEG  k  HUDSON  BAY  RAILWAY 
AND  ST1AM8HIP  CO.'S  BILL. 

THIRD     READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ,  in  the  absence  of 
Hon.  Mr.  Dicket,  moved  concurrence  in 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Committee 
on  Railways,  Telegraphs  and  Harbors  to 
Bill  (46)  "  To  incorporate  the  Winnipeg 
&  Hudson  Bay  Railway  and  Steamship 
Company." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

INLAND  REVENUE  BILL. 
SECOND  READING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  mo-ed 
that  the  rule  be  suspended  to  allow  the 
second  reading  of  Bill  (7)  **  To  consoli- 
date and  amend  the  Acts  respecting  the 
Inland  Revenue,"  to  take  place  at  this  sit- 
ting. He  said  that  there  was  no  principle 
involved  in  the  measure  to  which  exception 
could  be  taken.  It  entirely  related  to 
the  mode  in  which  duties  should  be 
collected,  and  was  not  a  bill  which  was 
likely  to  be  altered  or  amended  in  the 
Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  9.30  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Saturday  y  May  1st,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  four 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

LAW    OFFICERS    AND    TRANSLATORS' 

DEPARTMENTS. 

t 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL,  from 
the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Commons  appointed  to  con- 
sider whether  it  would  not  be  attended 
with  economy  and  advantage  to  the  pub- 
Hon,  Mr,  Simpson, 


lie  service  if  the  '•  Law  Department "  of 
each  House  and  that  of  "  Translation '' 
were  respectively  amal^mated,  present- 
ed their  first  report : — 

'^CoMMiTTiB  Rook, 

"  16th  April,  1880. 

<<  The  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  ap- 
pointed to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be 
attended  with  economy  and  adrantage  to  the 
public  service  if  the  *Law  Department'  of 
each  House  and  that  of  <  Translation '  were 
respectively  amalgamated,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port,— 

^  That,  naving  well  considered  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  they  are  of  opinion  that  no 
change  in  the  present  system  would  be  at- 
tended with  either  economy  or  advantage  to 
the  public  service. 

« Appended  to  this  report  will  be  fonnd 
'memorandums/  prepared  in  compliance 
with  the  desire  of  the  Committee,  by  the  Law 
Officers  and  the  Chief  Translators  of  both 
Houses. 

<<  AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

«•  A.  Campbell." 

He  said:  In  moving  the  adoption  of 
this-  report,  I  merely  desire  to  explain 
that,  after  thoroughly  considering  this 
matter,*  the  Committee  unanimously 
arrived  at  the  conclusion,  which  it  sets 
forth.  The  departments  of  law  were  first 
considered,  and,  with  regard  to  them,  this 
was  the  suggestion  which,  I  think,  pre- 
vailed in  the  Committee,  and  which  is,  I 
think,  entitled  to  gi-eat  weight:  that 
there  is  considerable  safety  in  having  the 
Bills  which  are  presented  to  Parliament 
considered  by  legal  minds,  from  different 
and  distinct  points  of  view,  and  it  was 
considered  that,  if  the  law  departments 
were  amalgamated,  that  advantage  would 
be  lost.  It  was  decided  on  that  ground 
that  it  was  better  not  to  amalgamate  the 
law  departments.  In  reference  to  the 
translation,  it  was  found,  after  exami- 
nation of  the  translators  of  the  two  de- 
partments, and  after  hearing  what  was 
said  by  a  member  of  the  Committee  who 
•had  had  great  experience  in  that  branch 
of  the  service,  that  no  economy  would 
result  from  the  proposed  amalgamation. 
In  the  first  place,  it  wa^  assigned  as  a 
reason  that  we  should  be  oblig^  for  our 
own  convenience^  to  retain  one  translator 
of  the  two  we  now  have,  for  the  trans- 
lation of  the  daily  proceedings  of  this 
House,  even  if  the  departments  were 
amalgamated.  We  have  only  one  other 
translator  besides  the  gentleman  who 
sits  as  French  clerk  at  the  table, 
so    that    the   economy  would  not  have 
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been  great,  of  adding  the  other  trans- 
lator to  the  staff  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Even  if  it  were  done,  the 
Committee  thought  that  the  business 
would  not  be  expedited  in  any  appreciable 
degree,  and  that  some  possibility  might 
exist  (remote,  I  trust)  that  discomfort  or 
uneasiness  might  arise  between  the  two 
Houses  in  reference  to  the  facility  with 
which  the  documents  for  the  respective 
branches  of  Parliament  were  translated. 
On  the  whole,  the  Committee  arrived  at 
the  decision  n^ported,  that  the  change 
would  not  be  attended  with  advantage  or 
economy  to  the  public  service,  and  a 
report  was  so  prepared,  and  directed  to 
be  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Farlia- 
Bftent. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXTRA  SITTINGS  OF  THE  SENATE. 
MOTION. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX,  CAMPBELL 
moved  : — 

«  That,  when  the  House  adjourns  to-day,  it 
do  stand  adjourned  until  Monday,  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  such  sitting  to  con- 
tinue until  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  unless 
the  House  be  sooner  adjourned,  when  the 
House  shall  stand  adjourned  until  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  that  thereafter  duringr 
the  present  session  there  shall  be,  unless  the 
House  shall  otherwise  order,  two  sittings 
every  day,  one  at  eleven  in  the  morning  and 
the  other  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  that 
each  of  such  sittings  be  considered  a  distinct 
sitting,  and  that  Government  business  shall 
have  precedence.'' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Bill  (106)  *'  An  Act  further  to  amend 
'  An  Act  respecting  the  Harbor  of 
Pictou,  in  Nova  Scotia.'" — (Sir Alex. 
Campbell.) 

Bill  (117)  «  An  Act  to  repeal  the  Act 
42  Victoria,  cap.  5,  for  granting  an  an- 
nual subsidy  towards  certain  telegraphic 
communication." — (Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (109)  "  An  Act  to  authorize  the 
raising  of  a  further  sum  to  enable  the 
Quebec  Harbor  Commissioners  to  com- 
})lete  their  tidal  dock." — (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

Bill  (110)  "An  Act  to  enable  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  of  Montreal  to 
pay  a  life  annuity  to  the  widow  .of  the 
HoTu  Sir  Alex.  Camphdl. 


late  Hon.  John  Young." — (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

Bill  (88)  « An  Act  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  resident  representative  agent 
for  Canada  in  the  United  Elingdom." — 
(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (108)  "  An  Act  for  extending  the 
Consolidated  Act  of  1879,  respecting 
duties  imposed  on  Promissory  Notes  and 
Billa  of  Exchange  to  the  whole  Domin- 
ion."— (Mr.  Aikins.) 

Bill  (84)  "An  Act  to  amend  the 
"General  Inspection  Act  of  1874.'"— 
(Mr.  Aikins.) 

Bill  (102)  "An  Act  to  amend  the  Act 
42  Vic,  cap.  15,  intituled  :  'An  Act  to 
alter  the  duties  of  Customs  and  Excise.' " 
— (Mr.  Aikins.) 

Bill  (107)  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
respecting  the  removal  of  obstructions  in 
navigable  waters  by  wrecks." — (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

The  House  adjourned  at  5  p.m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Monday,  May  3rd,  1880, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  eleven 
o'clock  a.m. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

A  COLONIAL  RESEBVE  FOBOE. 
HOTIOK. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  moved  :— 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  .presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  pray« 
ing  that  His  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  ihis  House  any  corres- 
pondence which  has  taken  place  between  tbe 
Dominion  or  Imperial  Governments  relative 
to  a  proposition  of  the  Imperial  Government 
to  raise  in  this  Dominion  a  Colomal  Reserve 
Force." 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
There  is  no  correspondence  that  can  be 
brought  down.  The  correspondence  that 
has  taken  place  is  confidential  and  in- 
complete, and,  so  far  as  I  know,  up  to 
this  stage,  consists  in  the  exchange  of 
cablegrams.  I  hope  the  hon.  gentleman 
will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 
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Privilege, 


A  QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Before 
the  Orders  of  the  Daj  are  called,  I  rise 
to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  to  make 
a  personal  explanation.  I  am  sare  that 
the  meinbers  of  this  House  are  always 
disposed  to  prevent  any  injustice  or 
wrong  being  done  to  any  of  its  members. 
There  is  always  amongst  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  as  amongst  Englishmen  all 
over  the  world,  a  love  of  fair  play.  If 
any  one,  however  humble,  is  wronged  by 
another,  a  fair  opportunity  is  ever  afforded 
to  redress  that  •  wrong.  Now,  the  hon. 
the  leader  of  the  Crovemment  in  this 
House  is  reported,  in  this  morning's 
Citizen,  to  have  made  the  following  state- 
ment during  the  debate  on  the  Royal 
Military  College  of  Kingston,  which  took 
place  on  Thursday,  speaking  of  me  as  the 
Senator  from  Woodstock — and  I  may  say 
that  I  understand  that  speech  was  sent 
to  him  for  revision  before  it  was  pub- 
lished  

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I  do 
not  think  it  is  in  order  to  refer  to  a 
debate  that  has  already  taken  place. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  think  it 
is  quite  in  order,  as  I  will  shew  by 
quoting  from  May,  page  302  : — 

"  In  regard  to  explanations  of  personal 
matters,  the  House  is  usually  Indulgent,  and 
will  permit  a  statement  of  that  character  to 
be  made  withovt  notice." 

I  submit  to  this  House,  with  all  defer- 
ence, that  a  statement  has  been  made 
affecting  my  character  as  a  public  man, 
which  1  shall  quote. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I  do 
not  think  it  is  in  order,  or  that  it  is  the 
practice  of  the  House,  to  go  back  to 
debates  that  have  taken  place.  If  the 
hon.  gentleman  goes  into  that  debate 
again,  J  shall  have  to  do  so  too,  and,  on 
that  account,  the  rules  of  Parliament 
preclude  any  reference  to  a  debate  that 
has  taken  place  during  the  same  session. 
If  I  had  any  serious  charge  against  the 
hon.  gentleman  I  should  at  once  acqui- 
esce iu  the  coiirse  he  has  taken ;  but 
everyone  knows  that  he  proposed,  oa  the 
occasion  to  which  he  refers,  a  certain 
course,  and  I  said,  in  badinage,  in  reply, 
what  I  had  heard  of  his  intentions. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER -I  will  not 
touch   the  debate.     I   merely  desire  to 
shew  the  House  where  the  hon.  gentleman 
Hon.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell, 


has  made  a  statement  affecting  my  repu- 
tation as  a  public  man,  and  I  cannot 
imagine  that  he  will  ask  the  House  to 
deny  me  a  privilege  which  any  citizen  of 
the  country  can  claim.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man said  in  his  speech-— — 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL— It  seems  very 
clear  to  me  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
sjionld  explain  in  what  way  he  proposes 
to  put  the  matter  before  the  House. 
Does  the  hon.  gentleman  complain  of  in- 
accuracy in  the  report,  or  does  he  desire 
to  raise  a  question  of  privilege  9 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CA.MPBELL— I 
olject  to  a  reference  to  a  debate  which 
has  already  transpired  in  the  Senate. 
We  all  know  there  was  nothing  charged 
against  the  hon.  gentleman  calling  for  a 
personal  explanation.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  profitable,  at  this  stage  of  the  session, 
to  occupy  our  time  in  that  way. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— I  think  the 
statement  made  by  the  hon.  the  Minister 
of  Militia^was  one  which  certainly  threw 
ridicule  on  the  hon.  Senator  from  Wood- 
stock, and  it  does  seem  to  me  that,  that 
having  been  the  case,  he  should  allow  the 
hon.  Senator  (Mr.  Alexander)  to  make 
his  statement.  He  does  not  propose  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  very  long, 
and  I  think  his  request  is  only  rea- 
sonable. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
hon.  gentleman  knows  it  was  badinage. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— There  was  no 
moml  imputation  on  him,  it  is  true,  but 
he  was  ridiculed. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX,  CAMPBELL— 
Why  did  not  the  hon.  gentleman  reply  to 
it  at  the  time  1 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  did  not 
hear  the  hon.  gentleman's  remarks. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD— The  hon. 
gentleman  did  not  deny  the  correctness 
of  the  statement  at  the  time,  and  he  does 
not  now  state  that  the  report  of  it  is  inac- 
curate. He  should  have  taken  the  op- 
portunity on  Saturday,  when  the  subject 
was  before  the  House,  of  denying  any- 
thing against  his  character.  The  diffi- 
culty in  making  an  explanation  now  is 
that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  one  of  the 
acknowledged  rules  of  tho  Senate,  tliat 
no  one  shall  refer  to  a  debate  that  has 
already  taken  place  during  the  same  ses- 
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sion.  This  very  case  shews  how  impor- 
tant it  is  that  we  should  adhere  to  that 
rule,  because  we  shall  never  have  an  end 
of  references  back  to  speeches  made  by 
hon.  members  if  we  now  assent  to  this 
matter  being  taken  up  by  the  hon.  Senar 
tor  from  Woodstock.  As  there  was  no 
charge  against  the  hon.  gentleman,  and 
the  statement  was  made  in  mere  badinage, 
and  he  did  not  take  exception  to  it  at  Uie 
time,  I  do  not  think  he  should  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  now. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— For  my  own 
part,  I  think  tlie  hon.  gentleman  is  out 
of  order  in  the  remarks  that  he  has  been 
making  to  the  House  ;  but,  if  he  desired 
merely  to  deny  any  incorrect  statement, 
I  do  not  think  that  the  House  would  be 
disposed  to  prevent  him  from  doing  so. 
Where,  I  think,  the  hon.  gentleman  sets 
the  sense  of  the  House  against  him  is  in 
prefacing  his  explanation  with  remarks 
and  comments  which  do  not  apply  to 
the  explanation  he  desires  to  offer.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  come  to  the 
point,  and  say  that  he  wishes  to  deny 
certain  statements  made  by  the  hon.  the 
Minister  of  Militia,  his  object  would  be 
accomplished  without  detaining  the 
House,  and,  I  am  sure,  that  there  would 
be  no  disposition  to  prevent  him  from 
doing  so. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— If 
the  hon.  gentleman  desires  to  make  a 
correction,  he  can  do  so  without  referring 
to  a  pi'evious  debate.  I  quite  concur  in 
the  views  expressed  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Richmond  (Mr.  Miller). 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  simply 
desire  to  state,  if  I  am  not  permitted  to 
refer  to  the  charge  as  conveyed  in  the 
hon.  gentleman's  own  words,  that  I  have 
often  seen  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Maodon- 
aid  during  the  last  month,  but  that  I 
have  never  said  to  him  that  I  desired 
the  position  of  Minister  of  Militia,  and 
it  is  not  possible  that  I  could  have  said 
80 ;  nor  did  I  ask  him  to  make  me  the 
leader  of  the  Government  in  this  House, 
because  I  feel  that  I  am  not  capable  of 
taking  the  position,  not  being  a  member 
of  the  legal  profession.  I  give  a  distinct 
denial  to  that  statement  The  hon. 
gentleman  stated,  further,  that  I  proffered 
ijiy  services  to  the  Opposition.  T  simply 
here  emphatically  state  that  I  never  ap- 
Il<m»  Mr,  Bote/ord. 


proached  a  member  of  the  Opposition. 
The  hon.  gentleman  has  made  a  state- 
ment against  me  which  affects  my  honor 
as  a  gentleman  and  my  character  as  a 
public  man,  I  call  u{>on  him  now  to 
name  the  member  of  the  Opposition  who 
says  that  I  approached  him,  or  to  make 
an  humble  apology  on  the  floor  of  this 
House  for  the  charge  that  he  has  made 
against  me.  1  call  upon  him  to  name 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  I  ap- 
proached. 

Hon.  Sir.  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  House  will  see  at  once  that  this  is 
not  an  explanation.  It  is  going  into 
this  old  question  again.  The  hon.  Sena- 
tor does  me  an  injustice  in  saying  that  I 
stated  he  approached  the  Opposition.  In 
the  first  place,  I  was  speaking  badinage, 
and  I  stated  that  a  rumor  had  rc^hed  me 
in  the  corridors  to  that  effect,  and  I 
mentioned  the  name  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  then.  I  said  it  was  stated  he 
had  approached  the  Hon.  Mr.  Macken- 
zie. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  never 
spoke  to  Mr.  Mackenzie.  1  have  not 
spoken  to  him  for  a  month. 

Hon.  Sir'  ALEX!.  CAMPBELL— In 
view  of  that  statement,  I  quite  acknow- 
ledge that  the  rumors  which  reached  my 
ears  are  unfounded. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  hope 
that  in  the  future  the  hon.  gentleman 
will  not  continue  to  pursue  a  course 
leading  to  such  scenes  as  we  have  wit- 
nessed here  this  session. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
I  do  not  give  rise  to  scenes,  but  I  know 
who  does. 

The  matter  then  dropped. 


PRINCE  .  EDWARD  ISLAND   REFORMA- 
TORY BILL. 

THIRD    READING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  the  third  reading  of  Bill  (99) 
**  An  Act  respecting  the  Reformatory 
for  Juvenile  Offenders  in  Prince  Edward 
Island." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
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THE  LIBRARY  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

REPORT       OF       THE       JOIKT       COMMITTEE 

ADOPTED. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  moved  the  adop 
tion  of  the  first  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  of 
Parliament.  He  said  that  the  re- 
port had  been  for  some  time  on  the 
minutes  of  the  House,  and,  no  doubt, 
almost  every  hon.  gentleman  was  aware 
of  its  contents.  There  were  three  sub- 
jects more  |>articularly  alluded  to  in  it. 
First,  as  to  the  advisability  of  securing 
for  deposit  in  the  Library  of  Parliament 
a  collection  of  coins  commemorative  of 
public  events  in  the  history  of  Canada, 
collected  by  a  gentleman  well  known  as 
a  special  authority  on  such  matters. 
Secondly,  certain  recommendations  in 
respect  to  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in 
the  Library  Department ;  and,  thirdly, 
a  reference  to  the  state  of  the  Library 
account,  and  the  course  which  the  Com- 
mittee recommended  should  be  taken 
in  respect  both  to  the  present  indebted- 
ness and  the  means  to  be  adop^^d  to 
equalize,  as  far  as  possible,  the  annual 
receipts  and  expenditure.  In  regard  to 
the  first  subject — th^  purchase  of  the 
coins — a  full  account  would  be  found,  in 
Appendix  A  of  the  report,  of  the  in- 
teresting and  important  nature  of  the 
collections,  as  elucidating  many  events  in 
the  early  history  of  Canada ;  and  the 
Committee  renewed  the  recommenda- 
tion which  had  been  made  by  them 
last  session,  that  the  Govemment  should 
endeavor  to  secure  them  for  deposit  in 
the  Library.  On  the  second  point — the 
increase  of  the  salaries  of  certain  officers 
of  the  Library  staff — the  Committee 
referred  to  the  resolution  agreed  to  upon 
the  augmentation  of  the  Library  staff  in 
1876,  that  these  gentlemen  should  be 
placed  on  an  equal  footing  in  respec^  to 
rank  and  emolument  with  the  other  de- 
partments of  the  Civil  Service,  save  only 
as  regarded  the  grade  of  entrance,  which, 
on  account  of  the  special  qualifications 
required,  had  always  been  on  a  higher 
grade  on  entering  the  Library  ;  and  the 
Committee,  being  satisfied  as  to  the  very 
satisfactory  discharge  of  their  duties  by 
the  Library  staff  and  their  thorough 
efficiency  in  all  respects,recommended  that 
they  should  come  under  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice Act  of  1868,  and  be  severally  rated 
as  first  and  second  class  clerks  and 
Man.  Sir  Alex,  Campbell, 


junior  and  senior  second  class.  The 
names,  with  the  salaries  recommended, 
would  be  found  in  Appendix  B.  In 
connection  with  this  part  of  the 
report,  the  Committee  also  recommended, 
for  the  reason  therein  set  forth,  the 
temporary  employment  of  Mr.  £.  S. 
Thayne  for  the  work  of  transcribing  the 
large  classified  catalogues  of  historical, 
scientific  and  miscellaneous  literature, 
nearly  worn  out,  and  which  would,  other- 
wise, have  to  be  re-printed  at  a  great 
expense.  The  last  subject  to  which  the 
report  referred  was  the  excess  of  the  ex- 
penditure in  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  library  over  the  sum  annually  voted. 
The  matter  was  carefully  investigHted  by 
a  sub-committee,  whose  report  would  be 
found  in  Appendix  D.  llie  Committee 
recommended  that  the  accounts  now  due 
should  be  liquidated  as  speedily  as 
possible,  and  advised  that  the  vote  of 
$7,000  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  should 
be  applied  to  paying  off  this  indebtedness, 
and  that  the  Government  should  be 
requested  to  place  in  the  Estimates  an 
additional  sum  of  $3,500,  for  necessary 
purchases  for  the  year  1880*81,  and  that 
the  grant  for  1881-82  should  be  reduced 
by  the  same  amount  to  make  good  this 
advance,  and  that,  for  the  future,  care 
should  be  taken  that  the  annual  grant 
should  not  be  exceeded.  The  attention 
of  the  Committee  had  also  been  directed 
to  the  desirability  of  some  change  in 
the  mode  of  selecting  the  books  for 
purchase  for  the  library,  but  no  con> 
elusion  had  been  arrived  at.  It  was  felt 
by  many  hon.  gentlemen  that  there  was 
a  considerable  number  of  books  on  the 
library  shelves  which  scarcely  deserved  a 
place  there — and  others,  again,  which  it 
was  desirable  to  have,  but  were  not  to  be 
found  there.  Different  suggestions  had 
been  made  as  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  confer  with  and  assist  the 
Librarian  in  his  selection,  but  nothing 
definite  had  been  arrived  at.  A  very 
general  feeling  seemed  to  prevail  that  the 
duty  might  most  conveniently  be  under- 
taken by  the  two  Speakers  and  some 
members  of  the  Govemment,  resident  in 
Ottawa.  He  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  which  had  been  already  adopted 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  at 
this  stage  of  the  session,  but  he  quite  coa- 
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curred  in  the  remark  that  fell  from  the  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Allan)  that  the  Librarv 
was  not  equal  to  what  it  should  be  for 
the  amount  of  money  expended  on  it. 
He  (Mr.  Penny)  had  put  himself  in  com- 
munication with  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  some  few  days  ago,  and  had 
found  that  gentleman's  ideas  to  be  very 
much  like  his  own.  There  was  no  doubt 
the  selection  of  books  was  rery  much  a 
question  of  taste.  One  man  thought  one 
kind  of  book  would  be  desirable  in  the 
Library,  and  another  man  thought  an- 
other would  be  better.  So  it  was  very 
difficult  to  satisfy  every  person.  But 
there  were  two  or  three  classes  of  books 
on  the  shelves  of  the  Library  which 
appeared  to  him  considerably  in  excess 
of  the  requirements.  He  spoke  of  what 
he  would  call  pietistic  works,  or  works 
of  devotion.  He  had  no  objection  to 
such  theological  works  as  were  standards, 
such  as  the  Summa  of  St.  Thomas,  or 
Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Polity.  They 
eught  to  be  there,  but  there  were  a 
number  of  books  of  mere  devotion,  whidi, 
it  seemed  to  him,  were  not  fit  for  a  public 
library  of  any  kind.  Besides  this,  they 
had  books  of  travel,  very  ephemeral  works, 
it  seemed  to  him,  in  considerable  numbers. 
Then,  on  the  other  hand,  matters  of  his- 
tory, which  would  seem  to  be  the  standard 
works  of  such  a  library,  next  to  books  ef 
reference,  of  course,  were  not  numerous 
enough.  How  that  was  to  be  remedied 
it  was  difficult  to  suggest,  and  the  Chair* 
manof  the  Committee,  he  found,  perceived 
the  same  difficulty  as  himself ;  but  ho 
thought  that,  during  the  session,  the 
Committee  itself  should  select  a  number 
of  books  from  those  thought  desirable  by 
members  of  both  Houses,  to  be  puit;hased 
at  once.  Then,  a  certain  amount  of  money 
should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Librarian 
from  one  session  to  another,  to  enable 
him  to  procure  new  and  important  publi- 
cations which  came  out  in  that  period. 
Parliament  might,  perhaps,  set  apart 
$1,000  out  of  the  17,000  appropriation 
for  the  Librarian  to  expend  in  this  way, 
and  the  balance  might  well  be  disposed 
of  by  the  Committee.  They  would  then, 
probably,  procure  books  more  suitable  to 
the  wants  of  our  Library,  and  of  more 
general  intei'est  to  the  men  engaged  in 
legislating  for  the  oountty,  than  those 
which  crowded  the  shelves  of  the  Library 
at  present. 

Hon.  Mr.  Penny. 


Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  that,  though 
it  was  a  very  late  period  of  the  session, 
he  thought  the  time  of  the  House  might 
well  be  occupied  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, especially  when  they  saw  that  the 
report  of  the  Librarian,  presented  in  the 
early  days  of  the  session,  recom- 
mended that  there  should  be  an  en- 
largementof  the  Library.  It  was  a  very 
serious  subject,  and  he  regretted  that  the 
Committee  had  commenced  their  labors 
in  this  direction  by  suggesting  an  increase 
of  somo  $550  a  year  in  the  salaries  of 
officials  of  that  department.  He  did  not, 
however,  intend  to  enter  upon  that  point, 
because  there  were  two  important  points 
in  the  report  which  hon.  gentlemen  might 
find  at  length  in  the  proceedings  of  Friday 
the  16th  April  last.  The  first  thing  that 
struck  him  in  reading  that  report — ^and 
it  was  strange  that  it  was  never  found 
out  by  the  Committee  before,  and 
he  thought  the  present  Committee- 
deserved  credit  for  the  discovery — 
was  that,  for  a  series  of  years,  there 
had  been  an  over-expenditure  in  this 
branch  of  the  public  service.  That  had 
culminated  now  in  an  amount  which  hi» 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Allan)  had  stated  ap- 
proached very  nearly  the  whole  grant  for 
the  year.  He  found  that  it  was  put 
very  tersely  by  the  Librarian  himself,  in 
his  report,  when  he  said  : — 

"  Thi9  eFil  has,  at  length,  asstuned  such  a  • 
magnitude  that,  at  the  present  time,  the  ac- 
counts due  to  our  book  agents  abroad  amount 
to  $9v988.92,  while  the  cash  balance  on  hand 
is  only  $52. 65." 

He  (Mr.  Dickey)  was  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  the  Librarian  added  :  — 

<'  That,  notwithstanding  the  explanation  he 
has  offered,  which  may  partly  account  for  this 
great  deficiency,  be  cannot  hold  himself  free 
from  blame  in  this  matter,  and  trusts  that  he 
may  be  more  successful  in  future  in  maintain- 
ing a  proper  equilibrium;  between  income  and 
expenditure." 

When  the  House  came  to  know  the 
mode  in  which  this  expenditure  was- 
made,  they  would  not  be  at  all  surprised 
that  neither  Mr.  Todd  nor  the  Committee 
seemed  to  have  known  before  this  session 
the  state  of  things  before  them.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  Librarian  was  in  the 
habit  of  forwarding  to  the  different  pub- 
lishers of  London,  Paris  and  the  United 
States,  orders  to  send  on  books,  allowing 
them  to  send  what  books  they  pleased, 
in   addition  to-  certain   books  specially;- 
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ordered.  In  the  first  place,  this  would 
account  for  the  over-expenditure,  and,  in 
the  second  place,  it  would  account,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  for  the  character  of 
the  books  that  were  received — what,  he 
•calledliterary  rubbish— which  encumbered 
their  shelves  year  by  year.  He  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  examine  one  of  the 
Library  catalogues,  and  he  was  safe  in 
■sajring  that  every  tenth  book  could  be 
struck  out  without  disadvantage  to  the 
Library.  It  was  found  that,  in  the  short 
space  of  ten  years,  the  number  of  volumes 
had  grown  from  60,000  to  nearly  100,000. 
It  was  no  wonder  that  the  Librarian 
had  no  remedy  to  suggest  except  an 
enlargement  of  the  Library.  He  (Mr. 
Dickey)  suggested  that  the  remedy 
should  be  to  diminish  the  number  of 
books  ;  to  make  use  of  the  pruning 
knife  in  the  catalogue,  and  he  ventured  to 
pledge  his  reputation  that  at  least  one 
book  in  every  ten  in  the  Library  wotdd 
be  found  utterly  useless,  and  that  the  list 
could  be  reduced  by  10,000  volumes.  It 
might  be  said  :  what  would  be  don«  with 
these  rejected  books  9  Presents  of  them 
might  be  made  to  circulating  libraries 
through  the  country ;  they  might  amuse 
<;ountry  people,  and  do  some  good  in  that 
way,  or  they  could  be  sold.  He  was  of 
opinion,  with  all  submission  to  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Allan),  that,  althou(j^  the 
-Oommittee  had  done  good  service  this 
session,  they  had  n«t  struck  at  the  root 
of  this  evil,  and  they  ought  to  have  been 
prepared  to  make  some  suggestion  as  to 
how  this  evil  should  be  best  dealt  with ; 
whether  it  should  be  done  in  one  of 
those  two  ways,  or  whether  books  should 
be  given  away  to  anyone  who  would  take 
them.  In  any  case,  the  Library  ought  to 
be  relieved  of  this  accumulation,  which  he 
felt  himself  justified  in  calling  literary 
rubbish.  The  only  suggestion  the  Com- 
mittee had  made  on  that  point  was 
thia  : — 

"They  would  fhrther  suggest  that,  here- 
after, a  proper  ajstem  for  the  selection  or 
ordering  of  books,  and  of  keeping  and  auditing 
the  accounts,  should  be  established,  whereby 
the  annual  receipts  and  expenditure  would, 
as  liBur  as  possible,  be  equalized." 

He  waa  not  at  all  surprised  that  there 
was  a  suggestion  that  there  should  be 
something  like  an  effectual  audit  of  the 
accounts.  The  statement  that  had  been 
l)resented  to  the  House,  for  the  first  time 
lor  several  years,  shewed  the  deficiency 
Hon,  Mr,  Dickey, 


he  had  pointed  out.  He  wouldlike  the 
Committee  to  state  what  system  was  to 
be  substituted  for  this  loose  mode  of 
selecting  books.  Surely  some  plan  could 
be  devised,  similar  to  that  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Alma  (Mr. 
Penny),  that,  instead  of  sending  orders 
out  to  publishers,  as  a  shoddy  man  might 
do  for  $10,000  worth  of  furniture  for  his 
house,  the  Committee  could  take  the 
publishers'  lists  and  make  the  neces- 
sary selections,  or  a  committee 
of  selection  might  be  appointed 
to  act  with  the  Librarian  in  Ottawa. '  It 
had  been  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
a  sub-committee  had  been  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  but  they  lived  in  To- 
ronto, and  had  not  been  in  personal  com- 
munication with  the  Librarian.  Although 
they  hflul  done  good  service,  still  they  had 
not  had  the  same  advantage  a  committee 
would  have  if  living  on  the  spot.  The 
difficulty  might  be  met  in  this  way  : 
authority  might  be  given  to  the  Speakers 
of  the  two  Houses  to  supervise  the  lists ; 
or  two  Ministers,  residents  of  Ottawa, 
and  who  are  the  guardians  of  the  public 
purse,  might  spend  an  hour  or  two,  occa- 
sionally, in  checking  off  the  lists  of  books 
considei-ed  desirable  for  selection.  We 
should  not  allow  matters  to  proceed  in  the 
present  irregular  groove :  the  Librarian 
ordering  such  books  as  he  chose,  and, 
still  worse,  allowing  the  publishers  to 
transmit  such  books  as  might  not  be  of  any 
use  to  Parliament,  but  the  sale  of  which 
might  be  profitable  to  themselves. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  was  quite 
sure  that,  if  the  hon.  member  from  Am- 
herst had  been  a  member  of  the  Library 
Committee,  and  had  known  the  trouble 
which  that  Committee  had  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  evils  to  which  he  had  ^alluded, 
he  would  never  have  addressed  those  ob- 
servations to  the  House.  The  Committee 
had  had  this  question  under  discussion, 
session  after  session,  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years,  as  some  of  the  works  in  the 
Library  did  not  appear  to  some  members 
of  Parliament  to  be  well  selected,  and 
that,  perhaps,  all  the  money  had  not  been 
wiaely  expended.  They  had  endeavored 
to  deal  with  this  subject  to  the  best  of 
their  judgment,  though  the  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman 
really  implied  that  the  present  Librarian, 
Mr.  Todd,  a  gentleman  of  large  experience, 
and  who  took  almost  a  deeper  interest  in 
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the  Library  than  in  his  own  private 
tdTairs.  was  wholly  indifferent  as  to  the 
selection  of  the  books.  If  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  take  the  trouble  of  attend- 
ing the  meetings  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, he  would  have  been  aware  of  the 
efforts  that  Mr.  Todd  had  made,  and 
that  he  was  most  anxious  to  have  such  a 
selection  of  books  as  would  give  satisfac- 
tion to  all  the  members  of  Parliament 
and  to  the  country.  The  hon.  Senator 
labored  entirely  under  a  delusion  when 
he  supposed  that  general  orders  were 
sent  to  the  publishers  to  select, 
according  to  their  own  judgment  and 
view,  the  new  works,  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  one  would  send  an  order  to  a 
furniture  dealer.  The  Librarian  asserted 
that  members  of  Parliament  frequently 
-suggested  the  names  of  new  works,  and, 
he  asked,  who  had  a  better  right  to 
do  so  )  French  members  requested  that 
Prench  works  should  be  selected  from 
modem  literature.  These  members  re- 
presented a  large  and  important  Province 
of  the  Dominion,  and  they  had  every 
right  to  ask  that  French  literature  should 
be  represented  in  the  Library  as  well  as 
English.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Alma  (Mr.  Penny) 
that  there  had  been  some  books 
purchased  of  a  less  useful  character, 
and  he  thought  that  his  (Mr.  Penny's) 
auggestion  was  a  very  wise  one,  and  that 
it  would  be  well  if  the  Librarian  of 
Parliament  were,  during  recess,  to  make 
a  complete  list  of  all  the  books  proposed 
to  be  bought,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Library  Committee,  who  could  make  a 
selection  from  the  same.  It  was  not 
likely  that  the  Speakers  of  the  two 
Houses  would  take  a  deeper  interest  in 
this  subject  than  the  membera  composing 
the  Committee. 

Hon.  Mr.  ODELL  said  there  was  no 
doubt  that  general  orders  had  been  given 
to  certain  publishers  to  send  on  new 
publications  to  the  Library.  Such  an 
order  existed  in  regard  to  French  and 
English  law  books,  as  well  as  others,  and 
a  great  many  publications  were  obtained 
in  that  way  that  were  not  required  at  all. 
Therefore,  to  that  extent,  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  member  from  Amherst  was 
oorrect.  It  was  true  that  this  question 
of  the  selection  of  volumes  was  over  and 
•over  again  discussed  in  the  Committee, 
hxit  no  conclusion  had  been  arrived  at 
Hon  Mr.  Alexander. 


It  was  very  important  that  a  Committee 
should  be  appointed  to  supervise  the  list 
of  importations  and  prevent  the  crowding 
of  the  shelves.  He,  in  connection  with 
a  member  of  the  Commons,  had  been  ap- 
pointed a  sub-committee  of  the  Joint 
Libraiy  Committee,  to  audit  the  accounts 
of  that  department,  last  session,  and  he 
desired  to  offer  a  few  remarks  in  regard 
thereto,  in  order  that  hon.  gentlemen, 
might  understand  how  the  matter 
stood.  There  had  been  laid  before  this 
sub-committee  a  certain  number  of  ac- 
counts and  cheques,  which,  it  was  found, 
corresponded,  and,  apparently,  the  expen- 
diture was  within  a  fraction  of  the  whole 
grant  of  the  session,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$55.50  in  favor  of  the  Ldbraiy.  The 
Committee  was,  therefore,  led  to  suppose 
that  their  work  was  over.  They  did  not 
go  beyond  what  was  submitted  to  them, 
and  they  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
previous  a«dit  had  been  a  correct  one. 
Thus,  apparently,  the  accounts  seemed 
to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  state  ;  but, 
on  further  investigation,  the  Committee 
found  that  it  did  not,  in  reality,  repre- 
sent their  true  state,  as  they  discovered 
that  there  were  bills  to  a  very  large 
amount  remaining  unpaid.  They  also 
found,  on  looking  back  to  the  previous 
audit  reports  since  Confederation,  that, 
while  the  amounts  of  the  several  annual 
appropriations  appeared  to  have  been  ac- 
counted for,  no  proper  debit  and  credit 
accounts  had  been  kept  shewing  the  actual 
state  of  the  account  at  each  audit,  includ- 
ing the  amount  of  unpaid  bills  to  that  date. 
Extra  amounts  had  been  occasionally 
applied  for  by  the  Librarian,  varying 
from  $1,000  to  $3,000  ;  thus,  on  some 
occasions,  there  had  been,  in  fact,  $10,000 
instead  of  $7,000  granted  for  the  Library 
to  tide  over  those  unpaid  bills.  There 
had  been  no  proper  audit  of  the  Library 
accounts  from  Confederation  up  to  the 
present  day.  The  House  would  see,  by 
the  report,  that  this  over-indebtedness 
had  thus  gone  on  increasing  from  year  \o 
year,  greatly  reducing  the  amount  avail- 
able for  the  payment  of  current  importa- 
tions, which  did  not  appear  to  have  been 
reduced  in  proportion,  until  the  amount 
had  assumed  such  magnitude  that,  to  pay 
off  existing  liabilities,  would  absorb  the 
whole  of  the  sum  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated for  this  current  year.  The  over- 
due accounts,  as  submitted   to  the  Com- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


476 


Library  of 


[SENATK] 


FarliamerU, 


mittee,  amounted  totheHum  of  $6,988.92 
against  the  amount  placed  in  the  Esti- 
mates of  $7,000.  When  this  was  brought 
before  the  Joint  Committee,  the  question 
arose,  how  the  difficulty  was  to  be  got 
over  for  the  present  session,  and  it  was 
finally  agreed  to  recommend  that  an 
additional  sum  of  $3,500  should  be  asked 
for  this  session,  and  a  like  sum  for  next 
session,  reducing  the  expenditure  for  the 
Library  for  these  two  years  to  $7,000 
altogether,  and  applying  the  whole 
grant  of  this  year  to  wipe  off 
arrears.  By  this  means,  the  orer- 
due  amounts  would  be  paid  off,  and 
the  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditure 
properly  adjusted.  It  was  further  sug- 
gested, instead  of  allowing  books  to  be 
imported  in  the  loose  manner  that 
had  heretofore  obtained,  that  a  corn- 
committee  should  be  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  selection,  and  be  thous;ht  it 
was  highly  desirable  that,  before  the 
close  of  the  session,  something  should  be 
done  in  that  direction.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  duty  should  properly  de- 
volve upon  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Government  who  were  at  the  seat  of 
Government  during  the  recess  to  decide 
what  books  should  be  imported  in  the 
future.  This,  of  course,  required  joint 
action,  as,  individually,  this  House  had 
no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter  withoiit 
consulting  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  said  he  heartily 
sympathized  with  all  that  had  been  said 
by  the  hon.  gentlemen  from  Alma  and 
Amherst  as  to  the  selection  of  books,  as 
it  was  a  matter  in  which  he  had  himself 
moved  on  two  or  thi-ee  occasions  in  the 
Committee  ;  but  it  was  only  right  that 
iustioe  should  be  done  to  the  Librarian. 
He  thought  the  hon.  gentleman  fr6m 
Amherst  had  stated  the  case  rather  too 
broadly  in  saying  that  a  general  order 
was  sent  to  the  publishers  without  any 
limitation  whatever. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  s»iid  that  the 
Librarian  had  no  doubt  ordered  some 
special  books,  but  he  thought  that  the 
general  practice  was  the  other  way. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  thought  the  prac- 
tice was  quite  exactly  the  other  way; 
that  the  Librarian  sent  only  a  general 
order  for  books  of  special  interest  just 
published ;  that  such  orders  were  rather 
Han.  Mr.  Odell 


the  exception,  and  that,  as  a  rule,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  books  were  named  in 
the  order.  He  did  not  like  to  contra- 
dict his  hon.  friend  until  he  had  re- 
ceived a  memorandum  fi*om  Mr.  Todd,, 
because  when  this  matter  had  been 
discussed  in  the  Committee,  h& 
(Mr.  Allen)  had  referred  to  new 
works  found  in  Mr.  Todd's  room,  and  in 
reference  to  which  that  gentleman  had 
explained  that  they  had  been  ordered  in 
this  special  way.  With  regard  to  the 
large  percentage  of  literary  rubbish 
which  the  hon.  Senator  from  Am- 
herst asserted  was  to  be  found  on  the^ 
Library  shelves,  he  thought  his  hon. 
friend  a  little  in  excess,  and  he  (Mr;  < 
Allan)  thought  it  would  be  very  unsafe, 
in  forming  such  an  estimate,  to  judge 
only  from  the  catalogues,  instead  of 
examining  the  books  themselves,  as 
the  catalogues  would  not  always 
convey  a  correct  idea  of  the  nature 
of  the  publications. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  life  was  too 
short  for  that. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  said  that,  for  in- 
stance, many  of  the  publications  men- 
tioned in  the  catalogues  were  pamphlets 
sent  to  the  Library  without  charge  ;. 
others  cost  a  mere  trifle,  and  were 
placed  there  because  they  happened  to 
refer  to  current  events,  or  matters  con- 
nected with  the  political  history,  or 
trade,  or  business  of  the  country,  and  it 
was  thought  right  that  they  should  be- 
placed  on  record  in  the  Library.  H& 
had  no  doubt  there  weria  many  trashy 
works  of  fiction,  many  were  ephemeral 
books  of  travel,  of  no  great  value  or  in- 
terest, and  that  there  was,  perhaps,  a 
lack  of  some  works  upon  natural  sciences,, 
and  on  other  subjects,  which  would  be- 
very  valuable  as  books  of  reference. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  thought  there^ 
were  too  many  books  of  religious  contro- 
vei  sy. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLA.N  admitted  that, 
there  were,  perhaps,  many  books  of  that 
kind  that  might  be  dispensed  with  ;  but 
it  would  be  very  unfair  to  the  Librarian 
to  assert  that  anything  like  10,000 
volumes  of  literary  rubbish,  as  asserted 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Amherst, 
could  be  found  in  the  Library.  Hon. 
gentlemen  should  also  bear  in  mind,  in 
criticising  the  selection    of  books,  that. 
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there    were    books    on     Bome    subjects 
which     might      be      full     of     interest 
for      one      class       of      readers,      but 
might    possess    very    little  interest  for 
others.     Many  works  on  natural  science, 
for  instance,  would  possess  no  interest 
for  persons   who  might  be  students  of 
history — ^but  who  cared  little  for  natural 
science — ^and  so  with  other  subjects,  and 
yet  it  was  very  desirable  that  in  a  public 
library  all  these  subjects  should  be  em- 
braced.    Again,  he  did  not  think  that 
the  Librarian  could  rely  very  much  upon 
suggestions  from  members  generally,  for 
what  was  everybody's  business  was  no- 
body's business,  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  most  feasible  plan,  if  there  was 
any  committee  to  be  appointed  to  assist 
the'  Librarian,  would  be  to  appoint  gen- 
tlemen connected  with  the  Government, 
residing    here, — some  members    of  the 
Government,    and    the    two    Speakers, 
for    instance.     Hon.    gentlemen,    how- 
ever,    should      remember     that     they 
must      ensure^     that      whoever      was 
appointed  on  such  a  committee  must  be 
possessed    of  the  necessary    knowledge 
and  literary  taste  and  interest  in   such 
subjects,  really  to-be  of  any  use  orassist- 
an(ie  to  the  Librarian.     With  regard  to 
the  financial  position  of  the  Libitiry,  he 
might  state  that,  on  looking  back  to  pre- 
vious audits  since  Confederation,  former 
sub-committees  were   in    the    habit    of 
simply    examining    the    accounts     and 
vouchers  for  the  year,  without  inquiring 
beyond  them.     He  did  not  think  there 
need  be  the  least  alarm  that  that  system 
would  be  continued  in  the  future,  and 
the  Committee  were  under  great  obliga- 
tions to  the  gentlemen  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee of  this  year,  for  the  full  state- 
ment   contained  in  Appendix   D,    and 
which  was  the  means  of  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  General  Committee  to   the 
subject.     There   had  been  a  strong   ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  the  committee  that 
this  practice  would  not  be  tolerated  any 
further. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  said  that 
he  had  received  a  written  statement  from 
Mr.  Todd  himself  to  the  effect  that  the 
works  which  were  bought  were  chiefly 
selected  by  him  at  the  suggestion  of 
members  of  Parliament ;  that  he  sends 
a  list  home  to  the  booknellei'S,  with  in- 
structions to  supply  the  books  named  and, 
if,  in  addition  to  them,  there  should  be  a 
Han,  Mr,  AUan, 


few  works  of  great  public  interest  that 
the  Dominion  should  have,  to  send  them 
also. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  the 
statement  made  by  the  Librarian  might 
be  quite  correct,  but  the  question  arose  : 
did  the  booksellei*s  at  home  abuse  the 
latitude  allowed  them  ?  If  they  did,  the 
whole  charge  was  bome  out. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD  said  that  the 
difficulty  arose  from  the  variety  of  tastes 
of  the  206  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  77  members  of  the 
Senate.  It  was  most  difficult  not  to 
order  the  books  suggested  by  members  of 
Parliament  who  had  a  voice  in  appro- 
priating the  money  to-  purchase  them. 
Objection  had  been  made  to  works  of 
fiction  and  other  light  literature,  but 
they  were  often  serviceable  in  relieving 
the  tedium  of  reading  blue  books. 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  did  not 
think  there  was  much  ground  for  com- 
plaint, and  he  believed  that  our  Library 
would  compare  favorably  with  other 
public  libraries  of  equal  extent  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  The  only  way  to 
improve  matters  was  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  ajssist  the  Librarian.  The  diffi- 
culty in  that  case  would  be,  that  the 
Committee  would  have  to  consist,  exclu- 
sively of  members  residing  at  or  near  the 
capital. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  said  that  com- 
plaint had  been  made  that  too  large  a 
proportion  of  law  books  had  been  ordered, 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
principal  business  of  Parliament  was 
framing  legislation,  and  the  law  library, 
therefore,  could  never  be  too  complete. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  leading  works 
which  could  be  found  in  the  private 
libraries  of  lawyers  in  Montreal  were 
not  included  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Library.  *  In  his  opinion,  it 
was  the  first  department  which  should  be 
completed.  The  same  remarks  applied  to 
works  on  political  economy.  For  instance 
the  work  by  Mr.  Le  Ploy,  the  most  im- 
portant on  the  subject  of  political 
economy,  from  a  social  point  of  view, 
published  in  this  age,  as  explaining  the 
institutions  of  England  and  most  of  the 
States  of  Europe,  was  not  to  be  found  in 
our  Library.  Now,  as  to  what  was 
called  ''  rubbish  literature,"  he  did  not 
concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Sena- 
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tor  from  Amherst,  that  it  should  be 
scattered  over  the  country,  nor  did  he 
say  that  it  should  all  i*emain  in  the 
Library.  There  were  many  such  books 
which  should  be  got  rid  of.  Those  books 
were  either  good  or  bad.  If  good,  he 
did  not  see  any  reason  why  they  should 
not  form  part  of  the  Library,  as  they 
should  endeavor  to  make  their  great 
national  Library  as  complete  as  possible ; 
and,  if  they  were  bad,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man from  Amherst  would  admit  that 
they  should  not  be  scattered  over  the 
country.  It  was  a  misfortune  that  very 
large  sums  had  been  spent  to  buy  those 
pernicious  works,  which  should  not  have 
access  into  a  Christian  community.  Such 
works,  instead  of  being  scattered  amongst 
the  people,  should  be  burned.  As  to  the 
novels,  not  bad  in  ihemaelvts,  they  were 
only  for  amusement,  and,  as  their  means 
did  not  permit  them  to  buy  all,  they  should 
give  preference  to  the  most  necessary  or 
useful  While  on  this  question,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  to  allude  to  a  painful 
subject,  but,  at  the  same  time,  one  that 
he  could  not  altogether  ignore.  He 
alluded  to  the  fact  that  a  book,  written 
by  a  public  officer,  and  aided  out  of  the 
public  treasury  to  the  extent  of  about 
$2,500,  if  he  was  well  informed,  con- 
tained insulting  references  to  the  church 
to  which  he  (Mr.  Trudel)  belonged. 

Hon.   Mr.    DICKEY— What  is   the 
name  of  the  book  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  said  that  it  was 
the  last  work  issued  by  Mr.  Todd,  the 
Librarian.  He  thought  it  his  duty  to 
call  attention  to  the  matter  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  the  insult  He  did  not 
blame  the  GoTemment  for  having  pur- 
chased copies  of  that  work  for  distribu- 
tion among  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  because  books  on  such  subjects  as 
constitutional  matters  could  not  be  too 
much  encouraged,  and  they  could  not 
have  gone  over  it  to  examine  its  con- 
tents critically.  He  was  sure  that  if 
they  had  done  so  it  would  not  have  met 
witJi  their  approval.  It  was  a  gratuitous 
insult  to  those  who  professed  the  Catho- 
lic faith,  and  a  striking  *  illustration  of 
stupidity.  It  disclosed  such  an  ignor- 
ance upon  that  subject  that,  he  would 
venture  to  say,  no  man  of  learning  or  in* 
telligence,  either  in  England  or  here, 
would  endorse  the  passages  alluded  to. 
ffon.  Mr.  TrudeL 


The  same  work  contained  inexcusably^ 
incorrect  statements  on  contemporaneous- 
history.  For  instance,  the  writer  stated 
that,  since  Confederation,  there  had  been 
but  two  Ministers  of  the  Grown  in  the 
Senate.  Every  hon.  gentleman  knew 
that,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time, 
there  had  been  not  less  than  four.  It 
was  a  pity  that  the  work  should  be 
written  in  such  a  loose  way,  and 
lamentable  that  it  should  contain  such 
insults  to  those  who  professed  the  Catho- 
lic faith,  which  was  more  than  one-third 
of  the  whole  Canadian  population. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  confessed  that  he 
was  startled  at  this  statement.  He 
would  scarcely  have  believed  it  possible 
that  Mr.  Todd  could  infringe  on-  the 
religious  prejudices  of  any  part  of  this 
community.  The  book  was  one  on  con- 
stitutional government,  and,  when  it  had 
been  first  suggested  to  the  Committee 
that  Mr.  Todd  should  write  a  book,  his 
programme  was  laid  before  them,  and 
they  recommended  that  each  member  of 
Parliament  should  .be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  it  It  seemed  right  to  encourage 
such  a  work.  He  (Mr.  Scotl)  would,  of 
course,  look  with  some  interest  and 
curiosity  at  the  particular  paragraph  in 
question.  With  regard  to  the  purchase 
of  law  books,  the  Committee  felt  that  a 
number  had,  no  doubt,  been  added  to  the 
Library  of  the  Supreme  Court  which 
might  have  been  left  unpurchased.  An 
excess  of  American  books  particaLirly 
was  marked.  It  was  decided,  however,, 
that,  in  future,  with  reference  to  such 
works,  the  library  should  exchange 
with  other  libraries,  from  time  to  time. 
It  was  admitted  that  the  Library  at 
Toronto  was  an  extremely  perfect  one. 
It  was  managed  by  gentlemen  of  high 
culture,  and  it  was  rarely  an  unnecessary 
book  was  purchased  for  it.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  evil  to  which  refer- 
ence had  been  made  would  be  mitigated 
in  the  future.  With  regard  to  the 
"  trashy "  books  to  which  reference  had 
been  made,  it  would  be  found  difficult  to 
apply  the  pruning  knife.  Take  any  half- 
dozen  members  of  either  House,  and  ask 
them  what  books  they  would  omit  from 
the  lists,  and  it  would  be  found  that 
they  would  agree  on  very  few.  While 
he  regarded  the  Library  as  being  far 
from  perfect,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
share  in  the  wholesale  denunciation  of  the 
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books  that  he  had  heard.     He  doubted  if 
an  equal  number  of  books  would  be  found 
in  any  other  library  so  well  selected.     It 
must  be  remembered  that  a  great  number 
of  the  books  to  which  reference  had  been 
made  cost   the  country  nothing.     Very 
large  donations  were  made  from  year  to 
year.      They  exchanged   with  the  Colo- 
nies, with  tibe  Unil^  States,  and  other 
nations  of  the  civilized    world,    which 
sent    their    books     and    contributions, 
just    as     this    Parliament     sent     them 
Canadian  blue   books    and    the    works 
of   native    authors.      The    very    books 
pointed  to  as  exceptional  and  not  worthy 
of  a  place  in  the  Library   were   really 
works  which  cost  the  country  nothing, 
and,  therefore,  these  restrictions  must  be 
taken  cum  grano  salis.      Instead  of  ex- 
pendbig  $7,000  next  year,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year,  there  would  only  be  $3,500, 
and,  no  doubt,  hon  gentlemen  would  be 
complaining  of  the  scarcity  of  works  in 
the  Library,  and  that  it  did  not  keep  pace 
with   the   literature    of    the  age.      He 
thought,  however,  himself,  that  it  was  a 
perfectly  wise  suggestion  to  pay  the  debt 
on  the  Library  by  taking  a  portion  of  tlie 
appropriations  for  the  next  two  years. 
One  fact  he  should  like  to  refer  to  was 
the  purchase  of  the  collection  of  coins  and 
medals,  which  seemed  to  have  been  over- 
looked in  the  discussion  on  this  subject 
The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Gov- 
ernment be  inducod  to  purchase  this  col- 
lection, and  he  assumed,  from  the  absence 
of  any  contrary  expression  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  House  that 
the  Government  should  do  so.     He  (Mr. 
Scott)  thought  it  was  a  very  valuable 
collection,  and  the  recommendation  came 
appropriately  this  year,  as,  for  two  years 
to  come,  the  Library  appropriation  would 
be  cut  down  ono-half.     Some  hon.  gentle- 
men had  found  fault  with  the  recommend- 
ation to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  clerks 
in  the  Library,  but  he  was  sure  that  they 
f^ould  withdraw  their  hostile  criticisms 
when  they  understood  the  facts.     The 
junior  clorks  who  had  been  appointed  in. 
1876  had  been  given  a  salary  much  be- 
low their  capacity.     At  that  time,  it  waa 
supposed    that    the  Civil    Service   Act 
did    not    apply    to   the     Library     offi- 
cials.    When  the  vacancy  occurred   ia 
the  position  of  head  clerk,  the  Govern- 
ment appointed  a  gentleman  who  had 
previously  held  no  position  in  the  Library. 
Hon.  Mr.  ScoU. 


He  (Mr.  Scott)  did  not  challenge  the 
right  of  the  Government  to  make  that 
appointment ;  but  the  rule  that  had 
heretofore  prevailed  in  all  the  depart- 
ments was  that,  where  a  clerk  shewed 
proficiency,  he  was  promoted.  By  uni- 
versal concensus  of  opinion,  it  had  been 
considered  that  the  Civil  Service  Act  did 
not  apply  to  the  Library  officials,  though 
Mr.  Todd  ranked  as  a  deputy  head. 
Clerks  in  the  Civil  Service,  if  they  con- 
ducted themselves  to  the  satisfaction  of 
their  superiors,  were  entitled  to  an 
annual  increase  of  their  salaries  of  $60 
each,  but  the  clerks  in  the  Library  had 
received  no  such  increase.  Those 
gentlemen,  of  considerable  attainments, 
who  had  been  appointed  in  1876,  would 
have  been  entitled  to  $1,000  a  year,  but 
they  had  not  received  it  because  it  was 
supposed  that  the  Civil  Service  Act  did 
not  apply  to  them.  When  the  subject 
was  brought  before  the  Committee,  it  was 
decided  to  have  a  system  of  promotion, 
and  that  the  Library  officials  should  be 
graded  as  first  and  second  class  oleiks. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Have  they  been 
paying  into  the  dnperannuation  fund  ) 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  no.  That  was 
an  anomaly  to  which  he  would  advert, 
as  his  attention  had  been  called  to  it. 
The  salaries  recommended  were  such  as 
they  would  have  been  entitled  to  had 
they  been  in  any  other  branch  of  the  Civil 
Service.  It  was  somewhat  paradoxical 
to  answer  the  question  of  the  hon.  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  an  amount  had 
been  contributed  to  the  superannuation 
fund  for  those  clerks. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— How) 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  that  it  had 
been  paid  out  of  the  contingencies 
of  this  and  the  other  House — ^a 
very  extraordinary  condition  of  things. 
Nobody  seemed  to  have .  known  it,  and 
nobody  knew  how  long  it  had  been 
going  on,  but  that  had  been  the  state  of 
affairs  for  a  considerable  number  of  years. 
Some  $300  appeared  in  the  contingencies 
of  the  House  every  year  as  a  rebate,  and 
thatamonilt  went  into  the  superannuation 
fund  as  the  Senate's  proportion  for  the 
clerks  of  this  House  and  of  the  Library. 
He  thought  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  called  to  this  matter, 
and  that  the  clerks  of  the  Senate,  House 
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of  Commons  and  Library  should  be  paid 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  Civil  Service, 
and,  while  they  received  the  advantage  of 
the  Civil  Service  Act,  there  should,  of 
course,  be  deductions  made  in  the  same 
way  for  the  superannuation  fund. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
the  attention  of  the  Government  had 
been  drawn  to  that,  and  that  was  the 
plan  that  would  be  followed. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  he  was  glad  to 
hear  it.  Before  he  sat  down,  he  wished 
to  say  that  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Trudel) 
had  called  his  attention  to  the  paragraph 
in  Mr.  Todd's  work  of  which  he  has 
complained.  It  was  certainly  most  ob- 
jectionable, and  he  protested  against  a 
work  in  which  the  "  Komish  Church  and 
Romish  Priests*"  were  referred  to.  It 
was  an  extremely  improper  paragraph, 
and  if  there  was  to  be  a  second  edition, 
he  hoped  the  objectionable  paragraph 
would  be  omitted.  Had  he  seen  it,  he 
would  have  refused  his  sanction  to  the 
appropriation  of  $2,500, 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  said  that,  with 
his  imperfect  knowledge  of  English,  he 
would  have  hesitated  in  construing  the 
passages  referred  to  as  ke  had  done 
if  his  attention  had  not  been  called  to 
them  by  a  renrark  in  an  English  review  of 
this  very  book,  in  which  the  writer 
stated  it  was  very  strange,  that,  in  such 
a  country  as  Canada,  such  a  statement 
should  be  made  by  a  public  officer.  It 
was  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  he 
(Mr.  Trudel)  alluded  to  such  things, 
because  he  felt  that,  in  a  mixed  commu- 
nity like  ours,  the  less  that  was  said  on 
such  subjects  the  better.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  might  be  construed  into  cow- 
ardice on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  if 
they  did  not  call  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  his  ob- 
jection to  going  further  on  the  subject 
at  the  present  time  was  in  order  that  the 
hon.  Senator  (Mr.  Trudel)  might  advise 
with  some  of  his  friends  in  the  House, 
and  adopt  some  course,  if  they  considered 
it  necessary  to  take  further  action  in  the 
matter. 

TWELFTH  REPORT  OP  THE  JOINT 
COMMITTEE  ON   PBINTINa. 

REFERRED   BACK   TO   COMMITTEE. 

The  Order  of  the   Day   having   beenr 
-called  for  consideration  of   the  twelfth; 
Hon.  Mr.  Scott. 


report    of     the    Joint     Committee    on 
Printing, 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  moved  that  the 
first  resolution,  in  relation  to  takioi;  two 
of  the  Senate  vaults  for  storage  purposes, 
be  struck  out. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  a  report 
of  the  Joint  Committee  could  not  be 
amended  in  this  House.  The  only  course 
that  could  be  adopted  was  to  refer  it 
back  to  Committee. 

After  some  debate,  the  report  was 
referred  back  to  Committee. 

INLAND   REVENUE  BILL. 
IN  COMMITTEE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  {!)  "  An  Act  to  con- 
solidate and  amend  the  Acts  respecting 
Inland  Revenue." 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  this  was  a 
condensation  of  several  excise  bills 
dealing  with  that  important  question. 
It  was  largely  a  consolidation  of  the 
Excise  laws,  and  contained  some  slight 
changes,  with  regard  to  the  rate  of  duty, 
made  in  order  to  make  calculations 
easier  by  avoiding  fractions.  Thei'e  was 
also  an  increase  in  the  charge  for  small 
bonded  warehouses  from  $50  to  $75. 
There  was  also  a  change  in  relation  to 
the  growing  of  tobacco.  Under  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  parties  who 
undertook  to  grow  tobacco  would  have 
to  take  out  a  license  to  do  so.  The  object 
was  to  enable  the  Department  to  follow 
that  tobacco  after  it  was  sold,  and  see 
what  became  of  it.  The  impression  was 
that  a  very  large  proportion  of  Canadian* 
grown  tobacco  went  into  general  use  by 
being  worked  up  in  the  manufactories 
with  imported  leaf,  and  was  sold  without 
paying  excise  duty. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOIT  asked  whether  the 
demand  for  licenses  to  grow  tobacco  was 
increasing,  and  if  it  was  necessary  for 
all  parties  who  grow  tobacco  to  take  t>ut 
licenses  1 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  it  was 
not  if  the  party  grew  it  for  the  use  of 
his^own  family. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  explained  that, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  the 
grower  was  allowed  thirty  pounds  for  his 
own  use  and  thirty  pounds  for  each  male 
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adult  in  his  family,  without  being  subject 
to  excise  duty.  The  fact  was  that,  up  to 
now,  there  had  been  no  limit,  but,  under 
this  Bill,  the  grower  would  be  obliged  to 
account  to  the  Government  for  all  that 
he  produced  above  the  thirty  pounds 
allowed  him,  so  that  the  excise  officers 
could  follow  it  to  the  manufactory.  With 
I'espect  to  the  increase  in  the  charged 
for  private  bonded  warehouses  &om  $.>0 
to  $75,  it  had  been  found  that  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  expense  in  attending  to 
them.  There  was  one  in  Mornsburg  and 
one  in  Gananoque ;  the  Department  had 
no  officers  there,  and  the  excise  had  to  be 
collected  by  the  customs  officers,  who 
received  for  their  services  5  per  cent.,  so 
that,  instead  of  these  private  bonded 
warehouses  being  a  source  of  revenue  to 
the  Department,  they  were  really  a  charge 
upon  it.  Anothefprovision  of  this  Bill 
was  the  reduction  of  penalties.  In  many 
cases  the  penalties  wei*e  so  large  that  they 
could  not  be  enforced  without  ruining 
the  parties  convicted,  and  the  public 
sympathy  was  on  theii-  side.  It  was, 
therefore,  thought  desirable  to  amend  the 
law  in  that  respect  by  reducing  the  pen- 
alties to  somethinjc  i^asonable. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  recognized  the  pro- 
priety of  consolidating  the  Inland  Rev- 
enue laws  as  this  Bill  pi-oposed  to  do, 
and  he  did  not  intend  to  make  many 
comments  in  relation  to  it.  He  was 
sorry  to  hear  that  the  permission  to  grow 
tobacco  was  being  so  largely  extended. 
A  family  of  ten  would  be 
allowed  to  grow  at  least  three 
hundred  pounds  of  the  article  with- 
out being  subject  to  excise  duty,  and  it 
was  very  easy  to  double  that  amount ; 
his  hon.  friend  would  find  thai,  as  the 
latitude  was  increased,  so  would  the 
tendency  to  grow  a  larger  .quantity. 
There  was  another  privilege  in  the  BUI 
to  which  he  took  exception  :  he  noticed 
that  families  were  allowed  to  brew  their 
own  beer  without  being  subject  to  excise 
duty  or  being  compelled  to  take  out 
license. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS—Yes;  just  the 
same  as  a  man  is  allowed  to  grow  his 
own  tobacco. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  there  was  .an  adage  against  robbing  a 
poor  man  of  his  beer. 
Ban.  Mr,  Aikina, 


Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  had  heard  so,  and 
supposed  that  this  Bill  was  a  recognition 
of  that  principle.  If  a  man  could  brew 
his  beer,  why  should  he  not  be  allowed 
to  have  a  little  still  and  make  his  own 
whiskey  ?  It  seemed  rather  a  line  dis- 
tinction— particularly  to  those  who  took 
as  much,  or  nearly  as  much  exception  to 
one  as  to  the  other.  There  was  another 
clause  to  which  he  took  exception,  and 
that  was  the  one  granting  license  to  com- 
pounders. Ho  knew  of  nothing  so  horrt- 
ble.  One  could  scarcely  conceive  how  or 
where  they  got  the  idea.  For  fifty  dollars 
any  man  was  allowed  to  make  wine  with- 
out grapes,  and  concoct  other  liquors, 
including  champagne.  These  were  made, 
no  doubt,  with  a  little  alcohol  and  chemi- 
cals— strychnine,  prussic  acid  and  other 
poisons. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— No 
doubt. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  did  not  think  it 
would  affect  the  hon.  gentleman  or  him- 
self at  all. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  could  not  imagine 
how  this  had  crept  into  our  system,  or 
why  it  was  allowed  to  continue. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— It  is  legalized 
poisoning. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— No  doubt  it  was 
legalized  poisoning,  and  it  was  discredit- 
able that  they  should  allow  a  law  to  re- 
main on  the  Statute  book  under  which  a 
man  could  take  out  license  to  poison  his 
fellow-men.  He  did  not*  believe  that 
fermented  drinks  could  be,  under  any 
circumstances,  beneficial  to  the  human 
system,  but  that  was,  of  course,  a  debat- 
able point.  He  did  not  desire,  in  an  ar- 
bitrary or  ex  cathedra  manner,  to  force 
his  views  on  that  point  upon  the  House, 
although  he  was  fiee  to  say  that,  in  his 
judgment,  the  most  eminent  physicians 
of  the  day  had  vetoed  the  assumption 
that  anything  good  could  come  out  of  it. 
But  men  would  all  agree  that  this  prin- 
ciple of  allowing  ordinary  liquors  to  be 
poison^  and  then  sold  for  the  use  of 
mankind  was  discreditable  to  our  civiliza- 
tion. He  knew  that  the  National  Policy 
was  not  responsible  for  it  in  any  sense, 
and  he  was  quite  prepare<l  to  admit  that 
it  was  not  due  to  this  Government  any 
more  than  to  the  late  Administration,  as 
it  had  been  for  many  years  a  part  of  our 
31 
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inland  revenue  system.  A  few  years 
ago,  the  Adulteration  of  Food  Act  waa 
passed.  Under  that  law,  if  a  butcher 
undertook  to  sell  meat  that  was  past  the 
stage  when  it  was  fit  for  human  food,  he 
was  liable  to  a  fine,  and  the  meat  was 
confiscated  and  destroyed.  If  a  grocer 
attempted  to  sell  any  article  of  food  that 
was  adulterated)  it  was  liable  to  confisca- 
tion ;  and,  under  that  law — a  very  proper 
law — o£5cers,  delegated  by  the  Govern- 
ment, were  authorized  to  inquire  and  to 
examine  into  the  quality  of  the  articl.es 
sold  to  the  public,  and,  if  they  were 
found  to  be  adulterated  and  not  what 
they  professed  to  be,  those  officers  had 
the  right  to  confiscate  them  and  hold  up 
the  parties  who  sold  them  to  pub- 
Un  obloquy ;  yet,  by  a  singular 
paradox,  they  allowed  a  man  to 
make  and  sell  poisonous  liquors,  because 
the  Government  derived  a  revenue  out 
of  it  It  sedmed  to  him  to  be  so  shock- 
ing, and  so  contrary  to  every  sense  of 
what  was  right  and  proper,  that  he  could 
not  tail  to  cidl  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  it.  He  thought  that  the  commission 
of  crime  caused  by  drinking  spirits  was 
more  largely  due  to  drinking  adulterated 
liquors  than  pure  spirits.  In  the  past 
history  of  the  world,  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  associate  with  the  drinking  of 
wine  a  certain  amount  of  good  feeling 
and  kindly  sentiment,  but  now  it  stimu 
lated  only  the  worst  passions  of  the 
human  brain.  It  brought  out  the  savage 
part  of  human  nature,  and  led  to  the  per- 
pretation  of  the  most  fiendish  outrages. 
It  was  only  during  the  last  sessions  of 
the  peace  for  this  county  that  he  had  had 
occasion  to  prosecute  two  murder  trials, 
one  for  the  murder  of  a  wife  by  the  hus- 
band, and  the  other  the  murder  of  a 
husband  by  the  wife,  both  of  ^  which 
crimes  had  been  entirely  due  to  the 
parties  having  been  drinking  the  vile 
stuff  that  was  allowed  to  be  sold  as 
whiskey — net  spirits  distilled  from  grain 
— ^in  the  low  groggeries  of  the  country. 
It  simply  fired  the  brain  and  developed 
a  fiendish  disposition  in  those  <who  in- 
dulged in  it.  The  reflection  was  by  no 
means  pleasant  to  hon.  gentlemen  to 
have  their  individual  responsibility  at- 
tached to  such  a  subject.  The  Gk>vem- 
ment  had  the  right  to  add  to  Schedule  B 
in  the  Bill  which  authorized  the  com- 
pounding of  those  liquors,  or  to  strike 
Son.  Mr.  Scott 


out  any  particular  liquor  on  the  list.  He 
hoped  that  the  Minister  of  Inland  Rev- 
enue would  feel  it  to  come  within  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  to  limit,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  amount  of  those  compounds 
that  should  he  permitted  to  be  manu- 
factured. He  was  glad  to  see  that  the 
penalties  under  this  Act  had  been 
reduced,  as  there  was  no  doubt  the  law 
defeated  itself,  and  juries  would  not  con- 
vict when  the  latitude  of  the  judge  was 
so  restricted  as  in  these  particular  cases. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRXJDEL  thqught  that  the 
criticism  on  the  section  relating  to  tobacco 
was  not  well  founded.  He  considered  it 
a  great  improvement  on  the  law  as  it 
existed.  This  country  was  admirably 
suited  for  the  cultivation  of  tobacco.  He 
was  informed  that  tobacco  grown  in 
Canada  was  much  Aiperior  to  that  of 
Kentucky,  and  we  should,  therefore,  en- 
courage the  production  of  it  in  this  coun- 
try. As  to  the  quantity  of  tobacco  which 
was  allowed — thirty  pounds  for  each 
member  of  the  family — he  (Mr.  Trudel) 
was  informed  that  hard  smokers  con- 
sumed three  pounds  of  tobacco  per  month, 
and  the  quantity  allowed  was  not  too 
much.  Jt  would  have  the  effect  of  en- 
couraging tobacco  culture  in  this  country, 
and  eventually  be  An  important  source  of 
revenue. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  called  attention  to 
the  unnecessary  verbiage  in  the  Bill,  and 
suggested  that  the  tendency  in  that  direc- 
tion in  our  legislation  should  be  checked. 

Ther  first  six  clauses  were  adopted,  and 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Bill  (71)  "  To  incorporate  the  Pontiac 
Pacific  Junction  Railway  Co." — (Mr. 
Scott) 

The  House  adjourned  at  L05  p.m. 

SECOND   SITTING. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at .  three 
o'clock. 

Routine  proceedings. 

PICTOU   HAKBOR   AMENDMENT  BILL. 
SECOND    READING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (106)  '<  An 
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Act  respecting  the  Harbor  of  Pictoii,  in 
Nova  &Botia."  He  said  that  the  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  take  the  appointment 
of  Harbor  Master  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Government  and  vest  it  in  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

TELEGRAPHIC   COMMUNICATION  SUB- 
SIDY BILL. 

SECOND   BEADINO. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (117)  "  To  re- 
peal the  Act  42nd  Vict.,  chap.  5,  for 
granting  an  annual  subsidy  towards  cer- 
tain telegraphic  communication."  He 
said  that  an  Act  had  been  passed  some 
time  ago  to  authorize  an  annual  subsidy 
for  the  construction  of  a  line  of  tele- 
graph between  Antioosti  and  the  Mag- 
dalen Islands.  Since  then  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  was  desirable  to  pur- 
chase the  wires  and  lay  them  down  them- 
selves, and,  having  to  furnish  the  capital 
to  buy  them,  there  was  no  longer  any 
occasion  foir  the  Act  granting  a  subsidy. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— Is  there  any 
provision  made  in  the  Estimates  this  ses- 
sion for  it  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Yes. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


QUEBEC  TIDAL  DOCK  BILL. 
SECOND  READING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (109)  <'  To  au- 
thorize the  raising  of  a  further  sum  to 
enable  the  Quebec  Harbor  Commissioners 
to  complete  their  tidal  dock." 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

WIDOW  YOUNG'S   ANNUITY  BILL. 
SECOND  RKADINO. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (110)  <<  To 
enable  the  Harbor  Commissioners  of 
Montreal  to  pay  a  life  annuity  to  the 
widow  of  the  Hon.  John  Toung."  He 
said  that  the  late  Hon.  John  Toung, 
whose  name  was  connected  with  this 
Bill,  had  been  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Harbor  Commissioners  of  Montreal 
from  the  time  that  the  work  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Govem- 
menty  after  the  abandonment  of  what  was 
Hon.  Sir  Alex.  CampbeU. 


known  as  the  straight  channel  until  his 
death.  Mr.  Young  had  for  many  years 
assiduously  devoted  a  great  pare  of  his 
time  to  the  work  in  which  he  had  taken 
so  deep  an  interest,  and  the  result  of  his 
exertions  had  been  that  whereas  when 
he  had  entered  upon  the  improvement 
of  the  channel,  vessels  of  only  two  hun*- 
dred  and  fifty  and  three  hundred  tons 
could  come  up  to  Montreal,  when  he 
resigned  his  trust,  vessels  of  from  three 
thousand  to  four  thousand  tons  could 
come  up  through  the  channel.  During  the 
whole  of  that  period  he  had  been  without 
remuneration  for  his  services.  When  he 
had  commenced  the  work,  out  of  feelings 
of  patriotism  and  an  anxiety  for  the  sue* 
cess  of  the  scheme  which  had  induced  him 
to  take  it  up,  he  was  a  man  of  consider- 
able wealth  and  indifferent  tothesalary^ 
his  recompense  being  the  success  of  the 
noble  enterprise  which  he  had  in  charge^ 
Afterwards,  owing  to  the  embarrassments 
of  trade,  he  ceased  to  be  a  wealthy  man> 
and  exchanged  some  letters  with  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  on  the  subject 
of  some  recompense  for  his  services 
He  had  at  the  moment  ceased 
to  be  Chaimian  of  the  Commission, 
and  another  had  been  appointed.  His 
soccessoni  then  and  since  had  received  a 
salary,  but  Mr.  Young  died  before  any 
successful  ccmsideration  had  been  given 
to  his  memorial,  and  it  now  rested  with 
Parliament  to  testify,  if  possible,  the 
appreciation  which,  he  was  sure,  the  pub- 
lic felt  for  the  deceased  gentleman,  by 
granting  this  annuicy  to  his  widow.  The 
late  Harbor  Commissioners  had  under- 
taken to  do  so  by  setting  apart  (1 0,000 
in  harbor  debentures,  the  interest  of 
which  was  to  have  been  devoted  to 
this  purpose,  to  which  the  late 
Government  had  given  their  assent. 
However,  it  had  not  been  done  when  the 
new  Board  was  appointed,  and  the  new 
Board  had,  by  resolution,  expressed  their 
earnest  desire  to  testify  to  Mrs.  Young, 
in  some  substantial  way,  their  apprecia- 
tion of  her  late  husband's  services,  and 
the  Act  of  Parliament  was  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  do  so  in  the  way  he  had 
indicated. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  considered 
this  to  be  a  very  graceful  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  a  gentleman  who  had  been  a 
useful  member  of  society.  He  was  sure 
that  no  money  would  be  more  cheerfully 
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granted  by  Parliament  than  this  an- 
nuity to  the  widow  of  the  man  who  had 
done  so  much  to  promote  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  Dominion.  ' 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  felt  grateful  to  the 
Ministry  who  had  brought  in  this 
measure,  as  the  deceased  gentleman  had 
not  been  a  political  friend  of  their  own, 
and  they  might  well  have  said  that  the 
late  Government  should  have  attended  to 
it.  It  was,  however,  but  a  just  tribute 
to  Mr.  Young's  memory,  and,  on  behalf  of 
the  widow  and  friends  of  the  deceased 
gentleman,  he  wished  to  return  thanks 
to  the  Ministry  for  this  recognition  of  his 
services. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  said  that,  during 
the  whole  of  the  debate  to  which  the 
Hon.  Minister  of  Militia  had  alluded,  he 
had  taken  great  care  not  to  mention  the 
name  of  the  late  Hon.  John  Young  in 
connection  with  the  works  which  he  had 
felt  it  his  iluty  to  criticise.  It  was  his 
earnest  desire  to  see  the  faithful  services 
of  public  men  rewarded  in  a  suitable 
manner  ;  he  thought,  as  a  rule,  they 
were  too  much  neglected.  As  to  the 
merit  of  the  services  i^endered  by  the 
late  gentleman  referred  to,  he  would  not 
be  consistent  with  the  opinions  he  had 
already  expressed  if  he  said  that  he 
thought  those  services  had  been  of  a  very 
useful  character,  but  he  would  say  this : 
he  had  no  doubt  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
worked  with  an  earnest  desire,  and  with 
every  good  intention  to  serve  the  public 
interest.  As  there  had  been  a  unani- 
mous desire  expressed  by  the  other 
House  to  pass  this  Bill,  and  the  same 
feeling  existed  in  the  Senate,  he  would 
not  undertake  to  oppose  the  measure. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  wished  to  call 
tiie  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  this  was  no  act  of  generosity  on  the 
part  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, because  the  money  would  come  out 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Harbor  of  Mon- 
treal. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


PBOMISSORY  NOTES    DUTIES    EXTEN- 
SION BILL. 

SECOND  READING. 

Hon  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (108)  "  An 
Act  for  extending  the  Consolidated  Act 
fforu  Mr,  Alexander, 


of  1879,  resi»ectiDg  the  duties  imposed 
on  promissory  notes  and  bills  of  exchange 
to  the  whole  Dominion."  He  said  that 
some  doubts  had  arisen  as  to  whether  the 
Act  referred  to  in  this  Bill  extended  to 
the  Provinces  of  British  Columbia, 
Prince  Edward  Island,  Manitoba,  the 
North- West  Territories  and  -Keewatin, 
and,  without  interfering  with  any  dis- 
putes which  had  risen  on  it,  the  Bill 
proposed  to  extend  the  Act  to  these  por- 
tions of  the  Dominion,  So  far  as  the 
Government  could  pronounce  upon  the 
question,  the  Bill  did  not  extend  beyond 
the  stamping  of  cheques.  The  question 
was  asked  whether  a  draft  at  sight  was 
a  cheque  or  not.  It  was  held  not  to  be 
a  cheque. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  the  Stamp  Act  to  the 
North- West  Territories.  There  could 'be 
no  objection  to  its  extension  to  settled 
Provinces  like  Manitoba  and  British 
Coluinbia;  but,  if  it  were  necessary  to 
make  a  note  valid  by  putting  a  stamp  on 
it  in  the  North- West  Territories,  it  would 
give  no  revenue  to  the  country  worth 
speaking  of,  while  it  would  occasion 
great  inconvenience  in  remote  and  un- 
settled portions  of  the  countrv. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
it  was  a  dangerous  thing  to  make  excep- 
tions. There  were  not  many  notes  given 
there  at  the  present  time,  but  this  spring 
already  7,000  people  had  gone  into  the 
North-West.  The  country  would  be 
quickly  settled,  and  it  was  advisable  to 
take  the  North- West  Territories  into  the 
general  legislation  of  the  country. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time  at 
length. 

THE  INSPECTION  ACT  OF  1874  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

SECOND   RBADING. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIEINS  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (84)  *' An  Act  to  amend 
'The  Inspection  Act,  1874/  and  the  Act 
amending  it."  He  said  that  under  the 
Inspection  Act,  only  pickled  fish  could 
be^  inspected.  Smoked  herrings  were 
packed  in  boxes,  and  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable that  they  should  be  subject  to 
inspection  in  the  same  way  as  fish  packed 
in  barrels  were.  There  were  also  amend- 
ments defining  the  sizos  of  barrels  for 
certain  kinds  of  fish. 
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Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE  thonght 
that  the  fee  of  2c.  per  box  for  in- 
specting boxes  of  herrings  was  too  high. 
Digbj  herrings  "Were  put  up  in  small 
boxes,  which  were  sold  at  from  20c.  to 
30c.  each. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  that  the 
House  of  Commons  had  fixed  that  as  the 
fee,  and  this  House  had  no  power  to 
change  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  thought  that  the 
small  boxes  alluded  to  must  be  known  t^o 
the  trade  as  quarter  boxes. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN  said  that  this 
inspection  fee  would  destroy  the  trade 
altogether. 

Hon.  Mr,  DEVER  did  not  think  that 
the  €U)yemment  would  get  any  more 
revenue  out  of  it,  because  parties  would 
only  make  their  boxes  larger. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  did  not  think  that 
there  was  any  constitutional  objection  to 
altering  this  Bill.  He  thoujs^ht  that  Ic. 
per  box  was  a  large  enough  fee. 

Hon,  Mr.  AIKINS  said  that  the  Bill 
could  be  defeated,  but  not  amended  in 
the  Senate.  No  exception  had  been 
taken  to  this  fee  in  the  other  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH  suggested 
that  the  clause  should  be  struck  out  alto- 
gether. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  such  an 
amendment  would  raise  a  question  of 
privilege  between  the  two  Houses.  In 
the  House  of  Lords  such  a  course  would 
not  be  thought  of  as  amending  a  Bill 
imposing  taxation.  The  only  question 
was,  whether,  under  our  constitution, 
which  gave  the  Senate  the  same  immu- 
nities, powers  and  privileges  as  the 
House  of  Commons,  except  in  the  initia- 
tion of  money  grants,  they  had  not 
power  to  amend  the  Bill.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  wise  to  raise  the  question 
on  such  a  measure  as  this  ;  the  occasion 
for  such  a  controversy  should  be  one  in 
which  the  Dominion  was  deeply  inter- 
ested, and  in  which  the  country  would 
sustain  the  position  that  they  should 
take. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time  and 
referred  to  a  'committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

-^071.  Mr.  Aikins. 


Hon.  Mr.  POWEIt  moved  to  strike 
out  the  3rd  clause. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK  did  not  think  that 
it  would  be  wise  to  adopt  the  amend  - 
ment  If  this  kind  of  fish  was  to  be  ex 
ported  it  should  be  inspected.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  size  of  those  boxes ;  perhaps  a  clause 
might  be  introduced  designating  the  size 
of  boxes  meant. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  he  would 
make  inquiries  on  the  subject  before  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN,  from  the  Committee, 
reported  the  Bill  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  concurred  in. 


CUSTOMS  DUTIES  ABTENDMBNT  BJLL. 
SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (102)  '<  An  Act  to  amend 
the  Act  42  Yict,  chap.  15,  intituled  '  An 
Act  to  alter  the  duties  of  Customs  and 
Excise.' "  He  said :  This  is  an  amend- 
ment to  the  tariff,  and  we  cannot  change 
it  in  any  respect.  It  has  been  discussed 
ckI  nausetMn  in  the  other  House,  and  I 
suppose  hon.  gentlemen  here  have  little 
to  say  upon  the  subject. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  do  not  think 
that  we  ought  to  let  this  Bill  pass  alto- 
gether in  silence.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that,  some  two  years  ago,  during 
the  session  preceding  the  elections  in 
1878,  a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  the 
House  was  taken  up  with  discussing 
resolutions  and  motions  qf  a  financial 
character.  I  notice  that  the  gentlemen 
who  were  most  anxious  in  those  days  to 
promote  those  discussions  manifest  now 
the  greatest  hostility  to  debates  of  that 
kind,  and  deem  them  altc^ther  foreign 
from  the  province  of  the  Senate.  Taking 
this  measure  altogether,  it  probably  does 
not  make  the  tariff  any  worse  than  it  is. 
That  would  not  be  easy  to  do.  As  far  as 
regards  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, the  existing  tariff  is  most  injurious 
to  our  interests  and  most  unpopular  with 
the  people  of  those  provinces.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  making  the  'statement,  and 
it  will  not  be  contradicted  by  many  in 
the  Province  from  which  I  come,  l^ere 
are  one  or  two  items  to  which  I  wish  to 
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call  attention.  There  is  the  item  cf 
coal :  the  increase  of  10c.  a  ton  on 
bituminous  coal  is  hardly  worthy  of  find- 
ing a  place  in  a  Bill  like  this. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Do  you  object 
to  it? 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— Tn  the  first 
place,  it  discriminates,  as  far  as  it  goes, 
against  English  coal.  This  country  im- 
ports bituminous  coal  from  England,  and 
hard  coal  from  the  United  States.  This 
section  increases  the  duty  on  bituminous 
coal  lOc,  discriminating  against  the 
English  article,  and  in  favor  of  the 
United  States  coal.  I  look  upon  the 
addition  of  10c.  to  that  duty  as  a 
mere  mockery  to  the  coal  miners  of  Nova 
Scotia,  who  were  promised  a  considerable 
inciease  in  the  duty  on  coal,  and  num- 
bers of  them  had  declared  heretofore, 
and  it  is  the  universal  opinion  amongst 
coal  owners,  that  nothing  less  than  25c. 
a  ton  increase  would  be  any  substantial 
benefit  for  them.  It  will  only  increase 
the  burdens  of  the  consumer,  and  do  the 
miners  of  Nova  Scotia  no  good  at  all. 
When  the  Government  undertook  to 
change  the  tariff  at  all,  they  might  have 
made  the  duty  at  least  75c.  a  ton, 
I  see,  on  the  fifth,  page,  the  duty 
on  cigars  and  cigarettes  has  been 
increased  10c.  a  pound.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  duty  was  quite  high  enough 
before.  Then  on  the  sixth  page,  in  the 
section  with  reference  to  free  goods,  I 
find  that,  while  the  Minister  of  Finance 
has  removed  from  the  free  list  a  number 
of  articles  which  were  of  general  iise,  he 
has  put  on  the  list  a  number  of  articles 
which  are  used  by  the  manufacturers 
only.  For  one,  I  think  that  is  an  ob- 
jectionable feature.  There  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  On  this  subject,  but  saying 
it  just  now  would  be  of  no  particular 
service. 

Hon.  Mr.  DRVER— I  cannot  agree 
with  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  last 
spoken,  as  I  think  the  small  favor  to 
Nova  Scotia  should  be  taken  with  a  good 
deal  of  gratitude.  I  look  upon  it  bs  in 
the  direction  of  the  75c.  duty  that  the 
Nova  Scotians  were  always  desirous  of 
having  imposed  upon  foreign  coal.  I 
have  no  doubt  that,  next  year,  there  will 
be  another  increase  of  the  duty  by  lOc, 
and  so  on,  until  it  is  raised  to  the  proper 
standard.  If  there  are  any  people  to 
Hon.  Mr.  Power, 


complain  of  this  increase  in  the  duty,  it 
is  the  people  of  New  Brunswick.  It  is 
so  many  shillings  a  year  taken  oat  of  my 
pocket,  and  out  of  the  pockets  of  every 
other  consumer  in  the  City  of  St.  John, 
because  it  is  hard  coal  we  use  there 
almost  altogether.  It  is  placed  in  our 
market  at  such  a  rate,  and  is  so  suitable 
for  our  stoves  and  furnaces,  that  we  use 
no  other. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACfl— I  am  very 
glad  that  my  hon.  friend  from  Halifax, 
in  attempting  to  criticise  the  tanfiT 
amendments  of  the  Government,  has  dis- 
eovered  so  little  to  find  fault  with.  I  am 
sure,  as  far  as  coal  is  concerned,  I  am 
very  glad  he  is  with  us,  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  the  free  trade  policy,  of  which  he 
is  an  advocate. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER—If  there  is  to  be 
protection,  we  ought  to  get  our  share 
of  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  K  AUJLBACH— I  think  the 
increase  in  the  duty  on  coal  has  already 
had  a  very  beneficial  effect,  and  this  10c. 
additional  must  be  in  the  interest  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  the  coal  owners  of  that 
Proviijce,  as  well  as  of  intorpro- 
vincial  trade.  This  increase  in  the 
duty  will  be  sufficient  to  ex- 
tend the  trade  with  the  Upper 
Provinces.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that, 
with  the  exception  of  that  item  in  the 
Bill,  there  is  nothing  else  but  the  duty 
on  cigars  and  cigarettes  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  can  find  fault  with.  The 
latter  is  certainly  a  tax  that  will 
not  bear  heavily  on  the  poor  and  in- 
dustrial classes  of  this  country,  and 
I  congratulate  the  Government  on  there 
being  so  little  for  the  Opposition  to 
criticise  in  their  BilL 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN,  (London- 
derry) I  hardly  expected  a  Senator  from 
Nova  Scotia,  who  has  as  large  an  experi- 
ence &s  my  hon.  friend  on  my  le^,  to 
have  made  the  assertion  that  this  tariff 
is  exceedingly  unsatisfactory  to  Nova 
Scotia,  without  offering  some  facts  and 
arguments  to  sustain  that  position.  As 
he  has  not  thought  fit  to  do  so,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  raise  any  further  discussion 
on  the  subject.  I  did  not  expect,  how- 
ever, to  hear  him  find  fault  with  a  change 
in  the  tariff  that  favors  Nova  Scotia  in 
two  of  her  largest  industries,  that  is  coal 
and  iron.     We  are  now  largely  engaged 
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in  the  roannfacture  of  iron,  and  the 
production  this  year  wDl  be  from 
100,000  to  200,000  tons.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  in  the  raising  of  coal  the  addi- 
tional duty  that  is  given  will  greatly  in- 
crease the  output  and  lessen  importa- 
tions. The  hon.  gentleman  from  Halifax 
thinks  it  ought  to  be  more,  but  I  hope 
the  object  of  that  policy — to  exclude 
largely  the  importation  of  foreign  coal — 
will  be  met  by  this  duty,  and  not  press 
unduly  on  anyone.  The  hon.  Senator 
is  politically  connected  with  a  former 
representative  from  Halifax,  who  has 
laid  down  the  doctrine  that  nothing  less 
than  $2  per  ton  would  be  of  any  benefit 
to  the  coal  raisers  of  Nova  Scotia ;  but  I 
think  that  a  duty  of  60c.  a  ton  will 
greatly  benefit  that  industry  without  in- 
creasing the  cost  to  the  consumer. 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR— There  is  no 
doubt  a  good  deal  of  unanimity 
its  far  as  the  representatives  of 
Nova  Scotia  are  concerned,  in  regard  to 
the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon  coal ;  but 
it  is  not  quite  so  satisfactory  in  the  western 
portion  of  the  Dominion.  I  am  certain 
it  is  not  so  satisfactory  in  Ontario.  It  is 
a  duty  that  bears  unequally  upon  that 
class  of  the  community  who  have  occasion 
to  use  coal  almost  exclusively,  as  they 
have  to  pay  an  increased  price,  arising 
out  of  this  duty,  while  others  who  do  not 
use  coal  are  exempt  from  that  taxation. 
It  should  be  the  object  of  every  Govern- 
ment to  levy  taxes  upon  such  articles  s» 
are  in  general  use,  so  that  everyone  would 
bear  his  due  share  of  the  burden.  The 
present  duty  does  not  secure  a  market  to 
any  considerable  extent  in  Ontario  for 
Nova  Scotia  coal,  but  it  does  enable  the 
coal  producers  to  secure  a  larger  price  in 
their  own  Province  and  in  New  Bruns- 
wick and  as  far  west  as  they  can  afford 
to  send  it.  It  would  be  much 
fairer  to  the  p^ple  of  the  whole 
Dominion,  and  equally  advantageous  to 
the  coal  producers  of  Nova  Scotia,  if  a 
bonus  were  given  to  them  directly  by 
the" Government.  ^  If  it  is  necessary  that 
the  people  should  pay  a  tax  at  all,  in 
order  to  enable  the  pixxlucers  of  coal  to 
make  large  profits,  it  is  better  to  give  it 
in  the  way  of  a  bonus,  as  the  tax  would 
thus  be  distributed  equally  throughout 
the  Dominion.  It  is  utterly  impossible 
to  inciease  the  sale  of  Nova  Scotia  coal 
in  Ontario  unless  the  duty  is  very  much 
Hon,  Mr,  McLelan, 


higher  than  what  it  is  at  present.  There 
is  another  matter  which  has  not  been 
provided  for  in  this  Bill.  I  allude  to 
petroleum  oil.  Crude  petroleum  intro- 
duced into  this  colintry  from  the 
United  States  has  to  pay  a  duty  of 
about  300  per  cent,,  while  the  refined 
article  has  only  to  pay  80  per  cent.  duty. 
The  duty  imposed  discriminates  against 
the  refiners. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS— Does  the  hon. 
gentleman  say  that  on  crude  petroleum 
they  have  to  pay  6c.  a  gallon  1 

Hon.  Mr.  BEESOR— Yes ;  it  pays 
seven  and  one-fifth  cents  on  the  imperud 
gallon,  and  6c.  on  the  wine  gallon, 
while  refined  petroleum  pays  only  the 
same  duty.  It  is  extraordinary  that 
the  Government  has  not  thought  fit 
to  revise  the  tariff  in  this  re- 
spect. If  refined  petroleum  is  not 
taxed  high  enough,  tax  it  higher,  but  it 
it  is  high  enough,  then  the  duty  on 
crude  petix)leum  should  be  reduced. 
There  is  another  production  of  petroleum 
— lubricating  oil — an  article  altogether 
different  from  that  used  for  lighting 
purposes.  The  lubricating  oils  of  Penn- 
sylvania sell  at  from  6c.  to  lOo.  a 
£^on  in  the  crude  state,  i^fined  lubri- 
cating oils  sell  from  20c.  to  30c. 
The  refined  and  crude  lubricating 
oils  are  charged  precisely  the  same 
rate  of  duty  when  imported  into  this 
country.  There  ought  to  be  some  dis- 
crimination in  levying  these  duties,  as 
there  are  men  engaged  in  this  business 
here  who  complain  bitterly  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  tariff  in  that  respect,  while 
leather,  woollens,  cotton  and  other 
manufactures  are  highly  favored,  and 
the  raw  material  is  allowed  to  come  in 
free.  Refiners  of  lubricating  oils,  or 
burning  oils,  have  to  pay  precisely 
the  same  rate  on  their  raw  ma-  • 
terlal  as  is  paid  on  the  refined, 
as  is  levied  upon  the  refined  article,  I 
sincerely  hope  that  if  no  amendment  is 
made  to  this  Bill  at  the  present  session, 
there  will  be  a  measure  introduced  next 
Session  to  remedy  this  matter. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— 1  am  under  the 
impression  that  the  hon.  gentleman  is 
entirely  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
effect  of  the  tariff  on  coal,  last 
year,  was  to  increase  the  price  of 
coal     in     Ontario.        My     information 
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is  of  an  entirely  different  char- 
acter, because  the  effect  of  this  tax 
in  increasing  the  output  of  coal  in  Nova 
Scotia,  was  to  enable  jmrties  to  send 
it  considerable  distances  into  Ontario,  to 
places  where  it  was  before  excluded. 
The  result  has  been  to  create  competi- 
tion, and  in  that  waj  keep  down  the 
price.  My  hon.  friend  from  Kings,  who 
is  so  anxious  about  the  interests  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  has  expressed  his  sur- 
prise at  the  imposition  of  this 
tax,  should  recollect  that  it  is  a 
tax  imposed  in  the  interest  of  the  Do- 
minion, and  he  should  know  also  that 
there  were  other  duties  placed  upon  cer- 
tain articles  which  were  supposed  to  be 
peculiarly  in  the  interest  of  Ontaiio, 
and  yet  these  are  taxes  to  which  Nova 
Scotia  is  obliged  to  submit,  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  whole  Dominion.  Take  the 
articles  of  flour  and  grains  ;  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman will  find  thai  Nova  Scotia  has 
to  pay  duty  on  them  when  im- 
ported from  the  United  States. 
Happily  they  are  not  required  to  do  so 
to  A  large  extent,  but'  when  they  do 
import  them,  they  are  obliged  to  pay 
large  taxes  for  the  benefit  of  Ontario 
farmers.  The  hon.  gentleman  says,  wiih 
regard  to  this  coal  tax,  that  every  Sena* 
tor  from  Nova  Scotia  is  in  favor  of  it,  as 
a  matter  of  couTse.  My  hon.  friend  could 
hardly  have  been  in  the  House  to-day 
when  the  hon.  Senator  from  Halifax 
declared  his  opposition  to  this  tax  bo- 
cause  it  was  a  discrimination  against 
England.  The  hon.  gentleman  must 
know  that  every  imposition  on  coal  is,  to 
a  certain  extent,  a  discrimination  against 
England. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— It  only  applies 
to  bituminous  coal. 

Hon.  Mr.DICKEY—Bituminousooal 
can  be  imported  from  the  United  States, 
and  is,  in  point  of  fact,  imported  to  a 
large  extent  into  Ontario  from  that 
country.  With  regard  to  the  duty  on 
anthracite,  there  is  none  of  that  quality 
of  coal  produced  in  Nova  Scotia,  or  in 
any  part  of  the  Dominion,  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  not  necessary  to  add  a  duty 
on  hard  coal,  and  to  that  extent 
the  hon.  gentleman  will  surely  ac- 
cept this  tariff  as  a  concession  to- 
wards the  interests  of  Ontario,  because 
Ontario  imports  large  quantities  of 
Hon,  Mr,  Dickey. 


anthracite.  I  should  like  to  know  from 
my  hon.  friend  from  Halifax  whether  he 
is  in  favor  of  any  duty  on  coal  at  all  for 
the  benefit  of  Nova  Scotia  ?  I  assume, 
from  his  argument,  if  canied  out  to  its 
logical  conclusion,  that  he  is  not  in  favor 
of  any  duty  or  Nova  Scotia  coal,  and, 
if  he  speaks  in  this  House,  not  only  on 
behalf  of  the  Opposition  generally,  as  he 
has  assumed  to  do  to-day,  but  on  behalf 
of  the  Opposition  in  Nova  Scotia,  I 
should  like  to  know  if  he  is  opposed  to 
any  duty  on  coal  1  I  think  the  duty  is 
too  small,  and  the  Government  might 
well  have  taken  their  stand  on  the- 
principle  that  we  ought  to  put  just  as 
much  duty  upon  bituminous  coal  im- 
ported from  the  United  States  into 
Canada  as  Americans  impose  upon  the 
same  quality  of  coal  imported  from 
Nova  Scotia  into  the  Eastern  States. 
That  would  have  been  logical  and  reaaon- 
able,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  a^ 
principle  that  would  have  been  recog- 
nized, even  in  Ontario,  Because  the 
effect  would  have  been  to  carry  out 
what  I  said  at  the  commencement,  to 
enable  the  Nova  Scotia  producers  to 
send  their  coal  even  further  into  Ontario 
than  at  present.  Indeed,  the  Minister 
of  Finance  has  assumed  that  this  slight 
increase  of  ten  cents  per  ton  would  be 
sufficient  to  send  Nova  Scotia  coal  as 
far  west  as  Hamilton,  and  that  it 
will  come  there  into  competition  on 
favorable  terms  with  United  States  coal. 
If  we  could  only  get  the  same  duty 
imposed  on  American  ooal  that  they 
impose  on  ours,  we  certainly  should  not 
be  open  to  any  complaint  from  them, 
and  we  should  be  able  to  extf^nd  our 
trade  still  further  west,  and  our  vesseln 
might  bring  back  return  cargoes  of 
grain  or  flour,  or  such  other  articles  as 
they  aend  us. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK — I  do  not  propose 
to  say  anything  on  this  subject  further 
than  to  protest  against  the  doctrine  laid 
down  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has- 
just  sat  down,  that  the  National  Policy 
is  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  Dominion. 
What  interest  has  New  Brunswick  in 
^the  tax  on  coal  1  Hav9  we  not  to  pay 
'taxes  both  on  coal  and  flour  1  The  hon. 
gentleman  knows  what  it  costs  him  for 
his  own  consumption,  but  that  is  not  the- 
whole  question.  We,  in  New  Brunswick, 
are  extensive  ship  owners,  and  we  are  in 
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the  habit,  when  our  ships  can  get  nothing 
else  to  bring  oat,  to  ballast  with  coal 
from  Liverpool  for  our  own  market. 
Supposing  a  ship  is  lying  in  Liverpooly 
and  the  owner  wishes  to  order  her  out  to 
carry  home  a  cai^o  of  lumber,  his  usual 
course  is  to  write  to  his  agent  to  ballast 
her  with  coal.  If  she  brings  out  1,000 
tons,  he  has  to  pay  on  her  cai^o,  as  soon 
as  he  lands  it,  $600.  Js  that  in  the 
interest  of  the  Dominion  f  If  we  shut 
out  New  Brunswick  ships  from  bringing 
out  coal,  they  must  go  to  the  expense  of 
purchasing  ballast,  on  ^hich  they  earn 
nothing,  and  the  cargo  of  lumber  must 
bear  the  whole  expenses  for  the  round 
voyage.  There  is  the  position  in  which 
the  ship  owners  of  New  Brunswick  are 
placed  by  the  present  tariff.  If  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  said  this  duty  was  for  the 
interest  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland, 
Fiotou  and  Gape  Breton,  he  would  be 
nearer  the  mark  than  in  saying  it  was  in 
the  interest  of  the  Dominion.  If  he 
goes  down  to  Yarmouth,  where  they  own 
so  many  ships,  they  will  tell  him  that  it 
is  not  in  the  interest  of  that  section  of 
Nova  Scotia. 

Hon.  Mr.  ARCHIBALD— Did  the 
hon.  gentleman  pay  more  for  coal  in  St. 
John  by  the  50c.  duty  than  he  did  the 
year  before  t 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— That  is  not^the 
question.  Ships  will  be  compelled  to 
bring  out  stone  or  gravel  as  ballast  under 
this  tariff,  or  purchase  a  cargo. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACPARLANE  —  The 
hon.  gentleman  forgets  the  importance  of 
the  coal  interest  to  Nova  Scotia.  Is  he 
aware  that,  in  that  Province,  tJ  1 5,000,000 
are  invested  in  coal  mining,  giving  em- 
ployment and  subsistence  to  about 
30,000  people  and  forming  a  source  of 
revenue  to  the  Dominion  ?  These  mines 
were  being  closed  up,  not  fi-om  any  lack 
of  industry  or  enterprise  on  the  part  of 
coal  owners,  but  by  the  introduction  of 
coal  from  American  markets  before  this 
policy  of  protection  was  adopted.  Not 
only  does  this  duty  enable  very  many 
of  the  coal  mining  districts  to  extend 
their  operations,  but  it  is  enabling  them 
to  ship  very  largely  into  the  Province  of 
Ontario.  I  am  able  to  say  that,  this 
season,  very  large  contracts  have  already 
been  made  for  the  transmission  of  Cape 
Breton  and  other  Nova  Scotia  coal  as  far 
Hon,  Mr,  Wark, 


wetot  as  Toronto,  and  I  know  that  nego- 
tiations are  now  going  on  with  large 
firms  that  will  still  further  inoi-ease  that 
trade.  I  am  happy  to  say  from 
the  experience  gained  in  the  west, 
that  when  our  coal  is  brought  into  com- 
petition with  American  coal  there,  it  has 
been  &und  to  compare  very  &ivorably 
with  all  except  Briar  Hill  coal,  and  even 
in  that  there  is  strong  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  experts  as  to  the  superiority  of 
the  latter.  I  may  say,  as  regards  the 
statement  of  my  hon.  friend  from 
Fi-edericton,  it  is  well  known  that,  while 
it  is  true  that  New  Brunswick  is  not  a 
coal  exporting  country,  yet  she  has 
always  derived  a  large  portion  of  her 
coal  from  Nova  Scotia,  and  there  is  no 
province  to-day  in  which  coal  is  sold 
more  cheaply  than  in  New  Brunswick.  If 
we  compare  the  prices  of  coal  here  to-day 
with  those  paid  in  the  United  States,  it 
will  bei  found  they  are  so  low  that  coal 
owners  have  not  been  enabled  to  declare 
a  dollar  of  dividend  on  the  capital  in- 
vested. I  do  not  know  that  there  are  two 
companies  in  the  entire  Province  of  Nova 
Sootia  who  have  been  enabled,  during 
the  past  five  years,  to  pay  a  dividend. 
This  small  increase  of  10c.  per  ton 
duty  will  have  a  good  efieot  I  hope 
that,  foy«and-by  we  will  be  able  to 
remove  the  whole  of  the  duty,  as  we  will 
have  reciprocity  in  the  coal  trade  with 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  coal  owners  of  the 
United  States  will  be  quite  content  to 
give  us*  our  natural  markets,  the  New 
England  States,  in  order  to  gain  access  for 
Pennsylvania  coal  to  the  markets  of 
Ontario.  While  the  coal  owners  hav« 
probably  pressed  this  matter,  I  can  only 
say  that,  although  I  am  to  some  consider- 
able extent  interested  myself  in  coal 
operations,  and  can  speak  with  some 
degree  of  independence,  because  the 
mine  with  which  I  am  connected  is  not 
in  a  position  to  derive  any  benefit  from 
the  increase  of  duty  as  We  are  not  on  the 
St.  Lawrence,  the  Spring  Hill  mine, 
in  consequence  of  its  inland  position,  has 
never  been  enabled  to  derive  any  benefit 
from  the  tariff,  but  it  certainly  has 
benefited  the  coal  trade  of  Cape  Breton 
and  Pictou. 

Hon.  Mr.  DEYER— When  I  spoke 
before,  I  had  not  read  the  Bill,  and  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  this  10c. 
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«jcteaded  to  all  coaJ,  bat,  after  reading 
the  Bill,  and  finding  that  it  refers  to 
bituminous  coal  only,  I  find  it  will  not 
injure  the  people  of  New  Brunswick, 
where  we  use  the  anthracite  coal.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  this  is  a  move  in  the 
right  direction  on  behalf  of  the  Province 
of  Nova  Scotia,  and  .  I  have  nfit  the 
slightest  objection  to  it  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  assist  Nova  Scotia  to  develope 
her  extensive  mineral  wealth,  and  if  we 
<^n  extend  her  coal  trade  to  this  part  of 
the  Dominion  we  shall  do  a  great  benefit 
to  the  country.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  feel  disposed  to  vote  for  the 
Bill.  It  ia,  not  a  usual  occurrence  for 
foreign  coal  to  come  into  New  Bruns- 
wick as  ballast,  and,  if  it  does,  it  is  one 
of  the  accidents  of  trade  that  cannot  be 
helped.  Vessels  will  have  to  make  pro- 
vision for  some  other  ballast  instead  of 
ooal. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE—This  Bill 
appears  to  me  to  be  just  such  a  sequel  to 
the  tariff  adopted  last  year  as  those  of  us 
who  watched  the  progress  of  protection 
in  the  United  States  would  have  antici- 
pated. It  seems  to  me  to  be,  for  the 
most  part,  a  readjustment  of  taxation 
and  an  increase  of  duties — a  transference 
from  the  free  list  to  the  taxed  list — and 
I  think  that  this  amendment  to  the  tariff 
will  find  just  as  little  favor,  in  the  Pro- 
vince from  which  I  come,  as  the  tariff 
itself.  It  is  but  a  few  days  since  I  had 
occasion  to  present  a  petition  in  this 
House,  signed  by  six  thousand  r^;i&tered 
voters  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  including 
men  who  are  well-known  supporters  of 
the  present  Government,  but  who  oould 
come  to  no  other  conclusion  but  this : 
that  the  tariff  was  doing  that  Province 
an  infinity  of  misdiief^  I  do  not  believe 
that  this  Bill  will  serve  at  all  to  alter 
their  opinion.  Some  remarks  which  fell 
from  my  hon.  friend  from  New  Bruswick 
(Mr.  Wark)  are  strangely  confirmed  by  a 
passige  in  that  very  petition  to  which  I 
have  referred.  My  constituents  in  Prince 
Edward  Island  urge  upon  the  notice  of 
this  House  the  extent  of  the  injury  which 
their  shipping  is  receiving  from  the  ope- 
ration of  this  tariff.  They  say  that, 
whereas,  formerly,  they  received  the 
greater  part  of  their  manufactured  goods 
from  Great  Britain,  now  they  have  re- 
•<;ourse  to  another  market  in  Canada,  and, 
inconsequence,  their  ships,  as  stated  with 
U(m,  Mr,  Dever, 


reference  to  the  coal  trade,  are  at  great 
disadvantage  in  finding  homeward  freight. 
The  exports  from  Prince  Edward  Island 
are  piincipally  agricultural  produce,  and, 
unless  return  cargo  can  be  found,  the  ship 
which  carries  to  Great  Britain  a  cargo  of 
oats,  for  instance,  must  be  under  great 
disadvantage.  This  is  one  of  the  disad- 
vantages my  constituents  complain  of, 
and  will  continue  to  complain  of. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— How  does  my 
hon.  friend  reconcile  that  statement 
with  the  fact  that  the  importations  of 
English  goods  has  largely  increased  this 
year,  relatively,  under  that  tariff? 

Hon.  Mr.  IFAYTHORNE^I  will 
answer  that  by  reading  a  single  para- 
graph in  the  petition,  which  runs 
thus  : — 

"  That,  although  our  foreign  imports  have 
decreased  in  v^ue  since  the  present  tariff 
came  Into  operation,  as  against  the  imports  of 
the  previous  year,  we,  nevertheless,  have  actn- 
alljpaid  a  larger  sum  for  duties  on  the  smaller 
value  of  imports ;  and,  incredible  as  it  may  ' 
seem,  official  statistics  shew  that,  while  in 
the  year  1878  our  taxes  under  the  revenue 
tariff  were  19.02  per  cent.,  they  swelled,  under 
the  protective  tariff  of  1879,  to  26.91 — an  in- 
crease of  oter  41  per  cent,  upon  the  n&t«  of 
taxation  levied  under  the  custom  tariff  of  the 
late  Administration.*' 

That  is  my  answer  to  my  hon.  friend.  If 
any  corroboration  of  the  fact  to  which  I 
have  just  alluded  were  required,  this 
ought  to  suffice :  that,  appended  to  that 
petition  from  which  I  have  quoted,  are 
the  names  of  men  who  are  well  known 
as  supporters  of  the  present  G^ovemment. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  in  this  debate  \ 
on  the  subject  of  coaL  I  must  say  I  do 
not  a^ree  with  many  of  the  arguments 
of  hon.  gentlemen.  It  is  said  that 
Uie  duties  on.  coal  are  for  the 
benefit  of  coal  owners  and  miners 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  Gape  Breton.  It 
seems  to  me  the  best  way  to  benefit  the 
coal  trade  is  to  cheapen  transport  by  sea 
and  by  land,  to  cheapen  the  materials  of 
which  our  ships  are  built,  and  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  sailing  them ;  to  build 
cheap  (railways  by  consuming  cheap 
iron,  and  to  reduce  the  cost  of  transpor- 
tation on  these  railways.  In  that  way 
you  can  bring  the  coal  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  Cape  Breton  into  consumption  much 
better  than  by  imposing  duties  on  foreign 
coal.  I^  my  view,  coal  is  an  article 
which  is  a  very  unfit  subject  for  taxation. 
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The  duties  upon  it  fall  with  peculiar 
rigour  upon  the  jioorer  classes.  Any 
wealthy  gHntleman,  who  is  in  the  habit 
of  consuming,  say,  three  or  foor  hundred 
dollars'  worth  of  authradte  coal  in  his 
residence  every  year  and  pays  taxes  upon 
it,  has  always  the  remedy  in  his  own 
hands  if  he  chooses  to  apply  it.  He  can 
put  out  some  of  his  tires.  But  what  is 
the  poor  man  to  do  t  He  must  continue 
to  eonsume  coal,  and  just  in  pioportion 
as  the  price  of  coal  is  increa^,  in  the 
same  proportion  will  the  burden  be  felt 
by  the  poor.  1  would  refer  the  House, 
for  one  moment,  to  the  enormous  progress 
which  the  EngUsh  coal  trade  has 
made  during  the  past  century.  Some 
years  4  ago,  the  British  metropolis 
4ised  principally  sea-borne  coal.  Now 
it  is  principally  brought  by  railways 
-to  London  ;  but  that  is  a  small 
•change  compared  to  the  external  trade 
that  has  sprung  up.  There  is  hardly  a 
Hsoallng  station  in  the  world  that  is  not 
supplied  with  English  coal,  carried,  for 
the  most  part,  in  English  ships.  It  is 
because  of  its  cheapness  that  this  is  so, 
and  it  furnishes  a  lesson  by  which  we 
might  very  well  profit.  Not  only  has 
English  coal  found  ^ts  way,  under  the 
Cobden  Treaty,  into  France,  where  it  is 
-considered  a  great  boon,  but  the  late  Mr. 
Cobden  is  venerated  as  a  great  benefactor 
to  the  French  on  account  of  the  benefits 
'which  the  working  classes  there  have  de- 
rived from  the  treaty  that  he  negotiated. 
In  fact,  I  have  heard  it  said  that  gentle: 
man's  death  was  as  generally  lamented 
in  France  as  in  England  ;  and,  further, 
the  general  use  of  steam  power  in  France 
had  been  enormously  increased  in  conse- 
quence of  the  introduction  of  cheao  Eng- 
lish coal  under  the  Cobden  Treaty. 
Just  look  at  this  enormous  progress  of 
the  English  coal  trade — a  progress  not 
altogether  unanticipated  by  those 
•of  us  who  lived  and  thought 
forty  years  ago.  What  may  we 
not  expect  if  we  remove  all 
obstructions  of  costly  transport  from  the 
coal  trade  of  Nova  Scotia  %  I  think,  then, 
our  principal  object,  instead  of  laying 
taxes  on  foreign  coal,  should  be  to  facili- 
tate the  transport  of  No\'a  Scotia  coal  by 
-every  means  inourpower — ^by  cheap  shipjs, 
cheap  railways,  and  freedom  from  taxatioh 
on  materials  employed  in  the  oonstrnction 
of  these  ships  and  the  running  of  these 
Hon.  Mr,  UaytJiome. 


railway  trains.  Knowing  that  the 
House  is  weary  of  this  subject,  I  do  not 
wish  to  go  into  it  at  greater  length  on 
this  occasion.  I  have  described  the  state 
of  public  feeling  in  Prince  Edward  Island 
with  reference  to  the  tariff  of  last  year, 
and  it  is  my  belief  that  the  amended 
tariff  will  not  alter  public  opinion  thereon. 
I  shall  not  give  my  support  to  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— I  think  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  told  us  as  plainly  as  he 
could  that  the  National  Policy  has 
resulted  in  what  we  all  anticipated  it 
would.  He  has  told  us  that,  although 
taxation  is  higher,  we  are  paying  no 
more  money. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  think 
the  hon.  gentleman  ii  under  a  misap- 
prehension. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— I  understood  the 
hon.  gentleman  to  say  that,  although  the 
tariff  was  twenty-six  per  cent  on  the  im- 
portations, that  we  had  not  collected 
any  more  money  from  the  people  than 
when  it  was  nineteen  per  cent.  What 
we  aimed  at  was  that  the  imports  should 
decrease,  and  that  we  should  produce  for 
ourselves  those  things,  the  pitxluction  of 
which  was  suitable  to  our  country.  The 
hon.  gentleman's  statement  is  very 
conclusive  in  favor  of  the  tariff.  The 
hon.  gentleman  treats  with  indifference 
the  30,0(^0  people  engaged  in  the  im- 
portant coal  trade  or  in  connection  there- 
with. We  started  out  with  the  idea 
that  we  should  all  give  and  take  under 
the  National  Policy ;  that,  while  some 
provinces  might  feel  that  they  were 
treated  a  little  harshly  in  some  instances, 
other  provinces  would  be  treated  with 
equal  harshness  in  others.  We  do  not 
find  that  those  who  advocated  the 
National  Policy  a  few  years  aj<o  are  com- 
plaining now.  All  the  complaints  come 
from  those  who  made  up  their  minds  in 
advance  that  it  would  not  be  a  success. 
A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  the  pro- 
ducts of  one  part  of  the  Dominion  being 
taxed.  Nobody  would  like  to  be  taxed, 
I  suppose ;  but  we  must  keep  up  a 
revenue  in  order  to  go  on  with  our 
public  works.  We  find,  for  instance, 
that  the  article  of  spirits,  which  is  en- 
tirely produced  in  Ontario,  is  heavily 
taxed.  The  same  may  be  said  with 
reference  to  tobacoo,  malt,  ale  and  many 
things   of  that  kind.     The  hon.  gentle- 
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roan  (Mr.  Haythome)  says  that  the  tax 
on  coal  is  particularly  burdensome  on 
some  portions  of  the  people.  Does  not 
this  tax  on  ale,  spirits  and  tobacco  bear 
heavily  upon  a  portion  of  the  people) 
Is  it  not  a  tax  that  a  portion  of  the 
people  do  not  share  at  all  1  Those  who 
do  not  use  those  articles  do  not  pay  .the 
tax,  and  those  who  do  have  to  pay  the 
])iper.  Of  course,  I  admit  that  that  is 
right.  Since  we  put  on  the  50c.  a  ton 
on  coal,  it  is  a  singular  fact  that  it  has 
been  cheaper  than  ever  before.  It  is  a 
fact  well  known  in  Ontario,  at  all  events. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYIHORNE— In  expla- 
nation of  my  statement,  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  read  from  a  paragraph  in  the 
petition  which  I  presented  in  this  House 
some  ten  days  ago.  It  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  foreign  imports  had  decreased 
in  value  under  the  tariff,  and  then  I  said 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  small  impor- 
tation, our  vessels  carrying  cargoes  of 
oats  to  Great  Britain  found  difficulty  in 
getting  return  freights. 

Hon.  Mr,  MILLER— -The  remarks  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down  would  leave  the  impres- 
sion on  the  House  and  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  this  country,  that 
our  taxation  has  been  increased  from 
19  to  26  per  cent,  by  the  change  of  tariff. 
Now,  the  premises  on  which  he  tried  to 
found  that  conclusion  do  not  at  all  war- 
rant it  The  hon.  gentleman  admits  that 
the  imports  under  a  revenue  tariff  were  a 
third  greater  than  they  have  been  under 
the  present  tarifi.  I  understand  by  the 
petition  that  imports  have  fallen  off  one- 
third  in  Prince  Edward  Island  since  the 
new  tariff  has  come  into  operation. 
Therefore,  if  the  amounts  of  money  ac- 
tually paid  into  the  treasury  by  the 
people  of  that  Province  were  even  less  than 
what  was  paid  under  the  old  tariff,  the 
percentage  on  the  imports  might  be 
much  larger,  because  they  are  one-third 
less  than  the  imports  of  former  years. 
That  does  not  justify  the  assertion  that 
the  taxation  of  the  people  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island  has  been  increased  40  per 
cent,  by  the  change  of  tarifi ;  but  it 
means  that,  in  consequence  of  decreased 
importation,  the  rate  per  cent,  on  the 
'imports  is  larger  than  on  the  importa- 
tions under  a  revenue  tariff.  That  is  the 
meaning  of  the  petition.  But  my  hon. 
Il(m,  Mr,  Read. 


friend  would  send  the  impression  abroad 
through  the  couhtry  that  the  people  of 
Prince  Edwaixl  Island  are  taxed  40  per 
cent,  more  in  the  amount  of  revenue 
raised  in  1879  than  they  were  under  the 
old  tariff.  I  think  that  impression  is 
altogether  inconsistent  with  the  facts, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  premises  from 
which  he  attempted  to  draw  his  con- 
clusion. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  think 
the  hon.  gentleman  must  have  misunder- 
stood my  remarks. 

Hon.  Mr.  McCLELAN— My  hon. 
friend  from  Belleville  (Mr.  Read)  speaks 
of  the  tariff  having  been  formed  on  a  give- 
and-take  policy.  So  far  as  New  Bruns- 
wick is  concerned,  it  appears  to  me  that 
it  is  rather  one^ded,  and  is  all  give  and 
no  take.  So  far  as  agriculturists  are 
concerned,  they  are  taxed  coniiderably 
more,  and  they  do  not  contribute  greatly 
to  the  revenue  of  the  country.  They  pay 
considerably  more  to  the  manufacturers, 
however,  than  they  did  formerly,  whil* 
they  get  nothing  in  return.  I  think  it 
is  perfectly  well  understood  that 
the  lumbermen  suffer  by  this  tariff,  that 
they  are  taxed  very  much  more  heavily 
for  their  pork  and  provisions  and  every- 
thing they  require  to  consume  in  carry- 
ing on  their  operations,  and  it  coats  their 
men  more  to  live  than  under  the  former 
arrangement.  Therefore,  so  far  as  that 
interest  is  concerned,  it  is  all  "  give  and 
no  take."  Then  so  far  as  the  fishing^ 
interest  is  concerned — and  a  very  con- 
siderable poii;ion  of  the  people  of  New 
Brunswick  is  employed  in  that  industry 
— no  hon.  gentlemen  will  undertake  to 
shew  that  they  are  deriving  any  benefit 
under  this  protective  system  ;  but  in 
every  case  it  is  a  decidedly  one-sided  ar- 
rangement. I  could  go  on  further  and 
spe^  of  the  ship-boilding  interest.  It 
is  a  little  surprising,  inasmuch  as  that  ia 
a  sort  of  manufacturing  industry,  that  it 
has  not  received  some  advantage,  while 
other  manufactories  are  obtaining  from 
the  hard-earned  savings  of  the  people  of 
this  country  a  considerable  increase  in 
their  incomes.  Our  ship-building  indus- 
try, which  has  done  so  much  to  elevate 
the  position  of  this  country  in  the  eyes 
of  the  civilized  world,  in  our  enormously 
increasing  tonnage,  has  i-eceived  no  en- 
couragement, but  rather  discouragements 
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There  is  an  increase  of  taxation  on  food 
and  clothing,  put  upon  the  laborers,  of 
some, 10  or  15  per  cent,,  which  necessar- 
ily raised,  or  ought  to  have  raised,  the 
wages  of  the  emphy^a  in  this  branch  of 
business.     Then,  again,  we  all  know  of 
the  increased  duties  on  materials  enter- 
ing  into   the  construction  of  ships,  and 
we  know  that  the  drawback  which  was 
to  have  been  allowed,  and  which  was  to 
offset  the  increase  of  taxation ,  has  only 
partially   met  the    increase.     Petitions, 
very  numerously  signed   by  gentlemen 
•engaged  in  that  branch  of  industry,  have 
been  presented  claiming,  instead  (^  50c. 
per     ton,     more     than     double     that 
amount  in  order  to  meet  the  increased 
burdens  imposed  upon  them.      So  far  as 
New  Brunswick  is  concerned,  I  cannot 
point  to  any  industry  which  derives  any 
considerable  benefit  from  this  tariff.     On 
the  other  hand,  while  we  are  paying  a 
very  largely  increased  duty  on  the  ma- 
terials entering  into  the  country  for  con- 
sumption,  we  are  not  paying  so  much 
into  the  treasury  of  the  country  as  into 
the  pockets  of  the  manufacturers,   who 
-will  come  to  be  serviceable,  I  have  no 
doubt,  in  future,  in  supporting  the  Gov- 
•emment  of  the  day,   but  who  do  not 
employ,  to  any  great  extent,more  laborers 
thigi  were  employed  before.     The  addi- 
tional duty  on  coal,   it  is  trud,  as  some 
bon.  gentlemen  have  said,  may  benefit 
certain     wealthy     individuals     in    the 
CJounty  of  Cumberland,  but  it  is  only  a 
flmall  portion  of  the  community  even 
there  who  are  the  gainers,  and  I  cannot 
see  how  it  benefits  even  them,  if  a  re- 
mark that  was    dropped   by  the    hon. 
gentleman  from  Cumberland  (Mr.  Mac- 
fkrlane),  a  few  moments  ago,  that  the 
price    of  coal  has    not     increased,     is 
correct.     It    may    not  .have    advanced 
the  price,  certainly,   if   the  depressing 
influences  of  a  vicious  trade  policy  have 
retarded  the  return  of  prosperity.     If  we 
want  to  benefit  the  manufacturing  indus- 
tries of  this  country,  is  it  by  putting  a 
duty  on  coal,   which  they  use  largely, 
that  we  are  going  to  do  it  ?    Are  there 
not  manufacturing  industries  in  the  other 
provinces  of  tbe  Dominion  that  employ 
laborers  as  well    as  those  coal   mining 
companies)     Are  there  no  other  men 
who    raquire  employment   besides   coal 
miners  1     Why,  then,  oppress  other  in- 
dustries t     The  duty  upon  coal  is  not 
"lion.  Mr.  McCldan. 


meeting  the  object  which  was  evidently 
designed  by  the  promoters  of  this  protec- 
tive tariff.  It  oppresses  other  industries, 
and  falls  heavily  upon  the  whole  people 
of  the  Dominion. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  wish  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  reference  to  the  question 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Amherst, 
with  regard  to  the  duty  on  coal.  My 
position  is  this :  I  am  not  a  believer  in 
protection  at  all,  but  if  we  are  to  have  a 
protective  tariff,  and  if  the  people  of 
Nova  Scotia  are  to  pay  an  increased  duty 
on  their  dry  goods,  groceries  and  bread- 
stuffs,  we  should,  as  some  return,  get  a 
duty  on  coal  that  would  be  effectual. 
Notwithstanding  the  rather  decided  way 
in  which  the  hon.  gentleman  frem  Wal- 
lace speaks,  I  venture  to  say  that,  so  far, 
th^  duty  has  not  been  very  effectual. 
The  output  of  the  collieries  in  Cape 
Breton  was  less  last  year  than  the  year 
previous.  There  was  a  slight  increase 
in  the  output  of  the  Piotou  collieries ; 
and,  while  they  may  be  enabled  under  the 
tariff  to  send  coal  as  far  west  as  Montreal, 
I  am  quite  certain  that  the  present  duty 
will  not  allow  Piotou  or  Cape  Breton  to 
supply  cosl  to  any  point  west  of  the 
Ottawa  River.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
probability  that  the  additional  duty 
of  10c.  will  materially  affect  the 
sale  of  coal  in  Ontario.  In  order 
that  the  duty  should  be  effectual. and 
secure  the  object  for  which  it  is  imposed, 
the  duty  on  coal  should  be  $1  per  ton. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


OBSTBUCTION  BY   WRECKS   REMOVAL 
BILL. 

SKCOND  BEADING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  BUI  (107)  ''  To 
amend  the  laws  respecting  the  removal 
of  obstructions  in  navigable  waters  by 
wrecks."  He  said  :  In  1874  an  Act 
was  passed  to  provide  that  where  a  ves- 
sel wa3  wrecked  and  the  i-emains  inter- 
fered vdth  the  navigation  of  any  river 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Parliament 
of  Canada,  the  wreck  might  be  removed 
and  sold,  and  the  proceeds  might  be 
appropriated  in  the  first  place  to  paying 
the  expenses  of  removal,  and  then  any 
balancd  that  remained  was  to  go  to  the 
owner  of  the  vessel.  It  has  turned  out 
that  these  obstructions  are  of  frequent 
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ocenrreoce,  more  psrtieiilarij  in  the 
mnall  riren,  nnd  it  happens  sometimes 
that  the  cost  of  removing  the  wrecks  is 
not  met  by  the  sale  of  tl^enu  This  Bill 
enacts  that,  where  a  wreck  is  an  obstroc- 
turn,  and  it  has  to  be  remored,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sale  shall  be  divided  in  the  waj 
spoken  of,  bot  if  it  should  be  insafficient 
to  paj  the  expense  of  removing  it,  the 
owner  shall  provide  for  the  deficiency. 
T  nndentand  that  it  is  principallj  in  the 
smaller  rivers  these  obstmctions  occur. 
A  vessel'  gets  old  and  rotten,  and  sinks, 
and  the  owner  pajs  no  farther  attention 
to  it  The  Government  is  obliged  to 
remove  the  obstmction,  and,  unless  the 
expense  of  doing  so  can  l^e  got  oat  of  the 
wreck,  it  is  but  fiaiir  that  the  owner 
should  pay  a  portion  of  it. 

Hon-  ilr.  ,HaYTHORNE— -Is  the 
Bill  intended  to  apply  to  harbors  1 

Hod.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
think  it  applies  to  all  navigable  watera. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— Does  it 
api>Iy  to  tidal  streams  t 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER^It  would  apply 
to  harbors  and  other  navigable  waters. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNB— A  case 
occurred  in  Charlottetown  where  a  vessel 
had  to  be  lifted  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner.  Besides  the  loss  of  the  veflsel,  it 
would  seem  to  be  a  very  heavy  tax  on 
the  unfortunate  owner,  unless  it  was  a 
small  river  where  the  vessel  grounded 
through  carelessness  or  something  of  that 
kuid|  to  compel  him  to  pay  for  its 
removaL 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— In 
some  cases  the  Act  may  apply  harshly, 
but,  as  a  general  thing,  if  a  man's  vessel 
obstructs  a  harbor,  he  ought  to  remove 
it.  I^  a  person's  carriage  is  wrecked  on 
a  public  highway,  and  it  obstructs  it,  he 
must  clear  it  away  and  allow  other 
people  to  pass*  In  the  same  way,  the 
hart>ors  and  streams  ara  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  community.  Everybody  is 
entitled  to  have  them  free,  as  far  as  they 
can  be  made  free,  of  obstruction,  and  if 
a  man  has  a  vessel  wrecked  from  other 
causes  than  from  his  own  carelessness,  he 
ouffht  to  have  it  removed  out  of  the  way 
of  his  neighbors. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— The  question  is, 
whether  the  general  operation  of  the  Bill 
Son,  Sir  Alex.  OampbelL 


will  be  in  the  interest  of  the  paUicL  There^ 
isDodoabt  batitwilL  Then  the  aext 
question  that  arises  is :  would  a  hanisfaip> 
growing  out  of  the  BiU  be  sufficient  to 
counteract  the  genend  benefit  to  the 
poblie  f  If  it  would  not,  I  do  nni  see 
that  the  owner  should  not  eoDtnbnte 
towards  taking  the  wreck  o£  his  vewwl 
out  of  the  way,  if  it  impedes  navigatioii. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— I  quite  agree 
with  the  hon.  gmtteman  who  has  just 
sat  down.  A  man  loaes  his  ship  ;  that 
is  his  loan,  and  the  public  lose,  by  the 
same  aoodeot^  the  right  of  way.  Itisan 
accident  to  both  parttes,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  one  party  should  sufbr  the  ^idiole  of 
theaoddent 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELIr— He 
should  take  the  obstruction  out  of  the 
way. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— But  if  it  is  not 
his  fault,  why  should  one  man  be  made  to 
pay  for  the  loss  of  both  t  There  are  twa 
parties  to  the  accident,  and  neither  party 
is  at  fault,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
a  very  unreasonable  thing  to  make  one 
party  bear  all  the  expense.  Supposing 
it  is  an  act  of  God  for  example  t 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Of 
course,  if  a  man  loses  his  ship,  one  is 
very  sorry  for  it ;  but  what  distinction  is 
thi're  between  that  and  a  man  wrecking 
his  carriage  on  the  highway  t  If  they 
obstruct  their  neighbors,  they  munt 
remove  the  obstruction.  In  eome  parti- 
cular eases,  a  man's  vessel  may  be  lost 
through  indifference  because  it  has  be- 
come useless,  and  if  it  is  left  because  it 
is  not  worth  while  bothering  about  it, 
then  it  becomes  an  obstruction  to  others^ 
and  it  is  not  reasonable  that  navigation 
should  be  impeded. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— I  think  the 
parallel  between  the  ship  and  the 
carriage  is  not  well  drawn,  because  there 
is  no  Qomparison  in  value. 

Hon.  Mr.  YIDAL— Substitute  a  raU- 
way  train  for  a  private  carriage,  and 
then  how  is  it  t 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— The  train  is 
wrecked  on  the  road  of  the  company 
who  use  it,  and  would  not  interfere  with 
a  public  highway. 

Hon.  Mr.  YIDAL— Suppose  it  to  be 
wrecked  on  a  crossing  1 
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Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN — Some  owners 
will  find  this  law  to  be  very  objection- 
able. A  vessel  might  be  sunk  bj  col- 
lision, when  it  would  be  very  hard  indeed 
on  the  owner  after  losing  his  ship,  and, 
perhaps,  his  insurance,  to  be  compelled 
to  remove  the  wreck.  If  it  were  made 
optional  with  the  Government  to  sue,  it 
« might  meet  the  difficulty. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— There  is  another 
difficulty  that  may  arise.  I  do  not  know 
how  it  will  he  with  navigable  rivers, 
but  in  our  harbors  on  the  sea  coast,  ves- 
sels that  are  cast  away  very  often  belong 
to  foreigners,  and  how  are  you  going  to 
collect  from  the  owners  the  cost  of  remov- 
ing the  wreck  1 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— With  regard  to 
the  objection  raised  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  Wark),  he  will  find, 
on  reading  the  Bill,  that  it  is  not  impera- 
tive on  the  Government  to  proceed  against 
the  owners  for  these  costs.  It  does  not 
say  that  it  shall  be  recovered,  but  that  it 
shall  be  recoverable;  it  simply  means 
that  the  Government  shall  have  the 
power,  if  a  case  is  presented  in  which  it 
.  would  be  a  hardship  and  injustice  to  pro- 
ceed for  the  recovery  of  the  money,  they 
need  not  do  so. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— I  consider 
this  Bill  to  be  one  of  very  great  import- 
ance, from  my  own  knowledge  of  Nova 
Scotia.  I  believe  there  is  very  often  a 
great  deal  of  carelessness  in  allowing 
abandoned  old  craft  to  fill  with  water 
and  sink  in  the  navigable  channel  of  a 
river  or  harbor,  to  the  inconvenience  and 
danger  of  other  vessels  that  may  enter  the 
port.  It  seems  to  me  that  all  these  ob- 
structions of  navigable  highways  should 
be  removed,  and  the  party  who  is  the 
means  of  putting  them  there  should  be 
liable  for  the  expenses  of  removing  them. 
The  hon.  member  from  Richmond  says 
it  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  Government 
to  say  whether  they  shall  make  a  charge 
upon  the  owners  for  removing  the  wreck, 
or  noty  but  as  a  great  deal  of  inconveni- 
ence and  loss  have  been  incurred  in 
consequence  of  allowing  those  sunken 
hulkfl  to  lie  in  navigable  channels,  I 
consider  that  this  discretionary  power  is 
a  very  wise  one.  I  do  not  think  the  Bill 
is  too  harsh  in  its  enactments  as  it  leaves 
the  discretionary  power  with  the  Gov- 
ernment to  exact  the  expenses  oonneoted 
Han.  Mr.  Tidal 


with  the  removal  of  such  obstructions  if 
they  think  it  necessary.  I  will  therefore 
give  it  my  support. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN— Take  a  case  of  a 
foreign  vessel  being  sunk,  and,  perhaps, 
everyone  on  board  lost.  It  may  be  in  a 
place  which  impedes  l^e  entrance  to  a 
harbor,  and  is  a  great  public  injury. 
Who  then  will  be  obliged — if  this  law  is 
passed  in  the  way  it  is  proposed — to 
remove  the  hulk  1  Those  who  are  the 
natural  conservators  of  the  harbor  will 
say  the  owner  must  he  sued,  and,  in  a 
pressing  case,  where  the  obstruciion  may 
be  of  very  great  injury  to  the  harbor,  in- 
stead of  going  to  work  at  once  to  have  it 
removed,  there  may  be  considerable 
delay  if  the  owner  has  to  be  compelled  to 
look  after  it. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
The  Government  will  at  once  set  to  work 
and  will  have  an  ultimate  claim  against 
the  owner. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


AGENT    RESIDENT    IN    THE    UNITED 
KINGDOM  BILL. 

SBOOND  BBADINa. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  OAMPBELL 
moved  the  second  reading  of  Bill  (88) 
"  An  Act  for  the  appointment  of  a  Resi- 
dent  Representative  Agent  in  the 
Fnited  Kingdom."  He  said :  The  sub- 
ject of  this  Bill  is,  I  am  sure,  familiar  to 
hon.  members  generally.  They  all  know 
what  has  been  done  in  the  matter,  and 
that  Sir  Alexander  Gait  has  gone  to 
England,  and  may  be  appointed  as  Com- 
missioner under  Uiis  Bill,  should  it  be- 
come law.  The  circumstances  which 
suggested  such  a  measure  have  been  go- 
ing on  from  year  to  year,  accumulating 
in  force,  and  it  is  felt  tii&t  it  will  be  of 
great  advantage  to  Canada  to  be  repre- 
sented in  England  as  this  Bill  preposes 
we  shall  be  represented,  in  several 
respects,  particularly  with  regard  to  emi- 
gration from  Great  Britain  to  Canada, 
which  will  be  placed  on  a  much  better 
footing.  It  will  be  in  the  hands  of  a 
man  of  much  greater  and  wider  influ- 
ence, who  will  be  able  to  speak  for  the 
whole  Dominion  with  an  authority  and 
advantage  which  we  have  not  yet  at- 
tained in  that  country.  Another  great 
advantage  wiU  be  ihiit,  in  all  questions 
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of  trale  affecting  Canada,  we  shall  have 
a  li^entleman  in  England  thoroughly 
familiar  with  all  our  interests,  and  alto- 
gether identified  with  us  in  interest  as 
well  as  in  feeling,  ready  to  suggest  at 
once  and  take  an  active  part  in  fdl  mat- 
ters of  trade  and  all  treaties  affecting  the 
x^olonies  which  may  be  negotiated  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  other  countries. 
There  has  been  a  tendency,  of  late  years, 
in  the  Mother  Country,  to  recognize  the 
share  that  Canada  and  othera  of  her 
colonies  have  in  the  treaties  negotiated 
between  Great  Britain  and  other  coun- 
tries. Our  status  has  been  improving 
in  that  way,  and  we  may  confidently 
hope  that,  in  the  future,  no  treaty  will 
be  negotiated  affecting  Canada  without 
the  active  assistance  of  some  person  re- 
presenting the  Dominion;  that  all  our 
remonstrances  and  desires  will  be  lis- 
tened to,  and  we  cannot  hope  to  have 
them  pressed  with  more  force  than  by 
having  a  representative  of  our  own  in 
Great  Britain.  Another  advantage  will  be 
the  management,  to  a  very  great  extent, 
of  our  financial  afifairs  in  that  country. 
Canada  has  now,  we  think  and  believe, 
attained  a  position  in  the  world  that  our 
financial  arrangements  may  be  made,  I 
trust,  with  as  much  advantage  without 
the  assistance  of  the  financial  agents,  that 
we  have  had  representing  us  for  so  many 
years.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  will 
be  positively  the  case  ;  no  doubt  it  has 
been  of  great  advantage  to  us  to  have 
had  in  England,  for  so  many  years,  as 
the  *  financial  representatives  of  the 
country,  so  to  speak,  the  great  houses 
who  have,  up  to  this  moment,  represent- 
ed us  in  that  country  — 7Ba>ing  Brothers 
and  Glynn,  Mills  <b  Co.  I  have  no  doubt 
their  high  standing  and  the  active  part 
they  have  taken  in  all  loans  negotiated 
for  Canada  have  been  very  useful,  but, 
perhaps,  we  have  attained  to  the  position 
in  which  we  can  stand  on  our  own  merits. 
If  S3,  a  very  great  saving  can  be  effected, 
for  we  can  only  get  the  assistance  of 
those  financial  agents  by  a  very  consider- 
able expenditure  in  the  way  of  commis- 
sion. I  notice  that  the  Minister  of 
Finance  stated  that,  without  reference 
to  any  large  transactions  for  loans, 
the  ordinary  amount  paid  for  com- 
mission in  England  on  the  payment  of 
our  interest  amounts  to  $45,000  or 
$50,000.  In  saving  that,  an  important 
Ran,  Sir  Alex,  CamphelL 


item  of  economy  can  be  effected,  and, 
whether  or  not  we  might  successfully 
conduct  our  future  loans  when  they  be- 
come necessary,  without  the  assistance 
of  financial  agents,  will  still  remain  a 
matter  of  surmisa  It  will  npt  neces- 
sarily follow  that  if  we  have  a  High  Com- 
missioner there,  we  will  not  avail  our- 
selves of  agents  in  London  who  may  b^ 
in  a  position  to  render  assistance  should 
it  be  thought  necessary.  I  am  quite 
confident,  so  far  as  any  opinion  can  be 
formed  by  us  now,  that  the  financial 
agents  will  be  the  persons  to  whom  we 
will  resort  in  case  we  require  other 
assistance  than  our  own  Commissioner. 
But  in  the  future  we  will  derive  three 
advantages,  to  which  I*  have  referred : 
that  of  placing  immigration  on  a  better 
looting ;  that  of  being  in  a  better  po- 
sition to  look  after  our  own  interests  in 
case  of  treaties  made  by  Great  Britain, 
and  in  looking  after  our  financial  affairs 
in  London. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  am  sure 
that  this  Bill  will  be  sanctioned  most 
cordially  by  the  Senate,  and  that  this 
appointment  will  be  most  acceptable  to 
the  people,  from  their  long  knowledge  of 
Sir  Alex.  Gait  as  a  public  man.  The 
time  has  arrived  when,  looking  at  the 
progress  of  the  Dominion,  we  require  a 
gentleman  to  represent  us  in  London  as 
a  High  Commissioner.  We  have  passed 
the  period  when  a  mere  immigration 
agent  will  suffice.  There  are  matters 
not  only  relating  to  immigration  and 
proposed  treaties  affecting  our  general 
interests,  but  also  of  a  financial  char- 
acter, which  require  the  presence  of  such 
a  representative  in  England.  This  ap- 
pointment bears  testimony  to  the  alert- 
ness of  our  Government,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  insinuation  of  a  member  of 
this  House  that  it  will  not  result  in 
economy.  I  will  shewtiiat  it  will  by  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  commissions  paid  our 
London  financial  agent  in  1878-79,  a 
considerable  part  of  which  would  have 
been  saved  if  Sir  Alex.  Gait  had  been 
appointed  a  year  ago  : — 

COMMISSION'S  PAID  IN  1878-79  TO  LOHOOH  AGEKT8. 

£        s.  d,  $      t« 

1.  Glynn,  Mills 
k  Co.,  Com- 
missions        12,114     7  11       68,969  00 

2.  Baring  Bros.^ 

Co 15,(H2     3  11       73,059  ©• 
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£        8.   d.  %      c. 

3.  Gljmn,  Ifilli, 
Cnrri*  k\  Co.| 
and  Baring 

Bros 1,2M     3     t        <,17<  00 

4.  Bank  •£  Bn|;- 

land... 91  10    0  446  SO 

5.  Morton,  Bofe 

k  Co 7t     7     2  3tl  84 

6.  Crown  Afent 

forColonicf...  286  14     4        1,390  48 

7.  Bank  of  Mon- 
treal   167     3     4  764  88 

«.  Sir  John  Roie         1,984  16  11        9,669  68 


£30,993     7     3  $160,636  68 

As  I  have  said,  it  shews  some  practical 
judgmant  on  the  part  of  our  Finance 
Minister  and  his  colleag\ies,  that  they 
have  fallen  upon  this  plan  of  sending,  as 
onr  representative''  to  London,  a  gentle- 
man who  has  been  so  long  known  in  the 
Dominion.  Against  Sir  Alex.  Gait, 
who  has  been  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century  in  pubUc  life,  there  has  never 
been  any  charge  preferred.  He  possesses 
a  combination  of  qualities  which  emi- 
nently fit  him  to  fill  this  position.  He 
is  a  gentleman  of  whom  we  may  be  justly 
proud.  In  addition  to  his  financial  and 
parliamentary  experience,  he  is  a  bril- 
liant debater.  At  a  London  public  ban- 
ijuet  or  meeting  he  would  be  a  creditable 
representative  of  this  Dominion.  He 
possesses  the  power  to  hold  his  own  at 
any  meeting  of  the  statesmen  of  Europe. 
Behold  how  ably  ke  managed  to  secure 
justice  to  the  Dominion  in  the  amount 
of  the  fishery  award  !  I  have  the  greatest 
possible  pleasure,  as  a  humble  member  of 
the  Senate,  in  supporting  the  Bill,  and 
in  expressing  the  belief  that  the  appoint- 
ment will  be  sanctioned  by  Parliament 
and  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
country. 

Hon.  Mr,  DICKEY—I  am  afraid  that 
my  hon.  friend  is  rather  sanguine  in  an* 
ticipating  that  this  enormous  saving  will 
be  effected  through  this  appointment; 
but  we  must  all  agree  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  made  a  wise  selection  in  the 
appointment  of  their  High  Commissioner. 
I  will  not  follow  my  hon.  friend  in  des- 
canting upon  his  high  qualities,  which 
are  well  known  to  every  member  of  this 
House.  I  rise  to  ask  the  Minister  of 
Militia  for  some  information  as  to  this 
most  important  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
High  Commissioner  in  the  second  clause, 
— to  take  charge  of,  supervise  and  control 
Hon,  Mr,  Alexander. 


all  the  immigration  offices  and  agencies 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  That  has 
been  adverted  to,  but  we  have 
had  no  explanation  as '  to  the 
extent  of  the  supervision  which  is  to 
be  exercised  by  the  High  Commissioner. 
We  have  a  very  large  establishment 
there  at  present,  presided  over  by  Mr. 
Annand.  I  should  like  to  know  how  far 
he.is  to  be  superseded  in  the  control  of 
that  department  by  the  appointment  of  a 
High  Commissioner,  and  what  position 
he  is  to  retain  after  the  Commissioner 
takes  possession  of  his  office.  My  im- 
pression is,  and  has  been  for  a  very  long 
time,  that  the  Canadian  Government  are 
paying  very  dear  for  their  whistle  in 
these  offices  in  London,  and  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  that  the  result  of  the  policy 
that  is  embodied  in  this  Bill  will  be  to 
very  much  diminish  the  expense  of  the 
Emigration  Office  in  London,  because  I 
do  not  conceive  that  that  is  an  expense 
commensurate  with  the  results  that 
we  have  obtained.  It  is  well 
known  that  of  late  the  tendency  has  been 
to  discourage  indiscriminate  immigration 
into  this  country.  Hence  we  are  cer- 
tainly not  so  much  called  upon  to  incur 
a  large  amount  of  expense  with  a  view  to 
encourage  that  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. I  ask  for  information  with  regard 
to  this  part  of  the  Bill  relating  to  im- 
migration. What  is  expected  to  be  the 
result  as  to  expense  of  appointing  the 
High  Commissioner  ?  With  regard  to 
the  matter  of  expense,  I  think  it  will 
not  result  in  the  enormous  saving  which 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock  has 
told  the  House  that  it  will ;  still  I  think 
there  is  quite  enough  in  the  explanation 
offered  by  the  hon.  Mimster  of  Militia 
to  shew  that  really  the  appointment  will 
not  lead  to  any  increase  of  expenses ; 
but  I  hope  it  will  also  result  in  a  very 
large  diminution  of  the  expenses  in 
maintaining  the  relations  that  we  desire 
to  retain  in  London.  Can  my  hon. 
frif^nd  give  any  information  as  to  the 
probable  result  of  this  appointment  in 
relation  to  the  very  interesting  question 
of  emigration  from  England  ? 

Hon,  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
speak,  of  course,  without  having  had  the 
opportunity  of  deciding  finally,  and  with- 
out a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, as  to  the  best  course  to  be 
pursued,  but,  so  far  as  we  have  been 
32 
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able  to  decide,  the  plan  which  we  propose 
to  adopt  i»  ihia  :  that  Sir  Alex.  Gait 
shall  take  charge  of  the  immigration  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Annand.  All  the  other 
officers,  including  Mr.  Annand,  will  be 
placed  under  Sir  Alex.  Gait,  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  whole  Immigration 
Department  shall  be  his.  Mr.  Annand, 
it  is  thought,  will  be  more  useful,  pro- 
bably, in  the  financial  office  which  Sir 
Alex.  Gait  will  have  to  establish  tbere. 
I  understand  that  Mr.  Annand  is  a 
gentleman  of  considerable  attainments  in 
the  way  of  book-keeping  and  knowledge 
of  financial  matters,  and  it  is  proposed,  so 
far  as  we  have  now  decided,  that  his 
sendees  shall  be  availed  of  more  in  that 
branch  of  the  service  to  be  conducted  by 
Sir  Alex.  Gait,  and  less  in  that  of  im- 
migration. That  is  the  belief  that  we 
have  now,  and  it  is  with  that  view  that 
Sir  Alex.  Gait  left  this  country  and  im- 
teaded  to  act ;  but  whether,  after  arriving 
there,  he  might  recommend  the  adoption 
of  some  other  course,  I  will  not  vouch, 
and  I  want  to  guard  myself  against  that 
With  reference  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock 
(Mr.  Alexander)  as  to  the  amount  paid 
last  year  for  commissions^  etc.,  in  Lon- 
don, no  doubt  that  statement  is  correct, 
but  I  ahould  be  sorry  if  the  House  or 
the  country  should  imagine  that  the 
Government  anticipates  saving  any  such 
large  sum  as  that.  I  indicated  more 
closely  what  I  did  believe  could  be  saved 
— ^the  commissions  on  interest  paid  in 
London,  about  $50,000  a  year.  The 
oommissions  mentioned  in  the  Public 
Accounts  are  oommissions  on  large  loans. 
Whether  or  not  it  might  be  foimd  to  the 
advantage  of  the  country  to  employ 
anybody  but  the  High  Commis- 
sioner in  negotiating  these  loans 
is  a  matter  to  be  decided  hereafter. 
Suppose,  some  years  hence,  a  large 
loan  were  needed  for  this  country : 
it  might,  if  interest  were  low  and  no- 
thins  had  occurred  at  that  period  to  de- 
preciate the  credit  of  Canada,  be  that  the 
Government  would  think  that  the  loan 
could  be  negotiated  as  well  by  the  High 
Commissioner  as  if  we  had  obtained  tihe 
assistance  of  financial  agents;  or,  it 
might  be  that  the  High  Commissioner 
would  think  it  desirable,  and  would  save 
enough  in  the  price  ef  the  loan  by 
getting  gentlemen  such  as  our  present 
Hon.  Sir  Alex,  Campbell. 


agents  to  assist  bim,  and  might 
find  it  to  the  interest  of  the  country 
to  employ  some  of  those  agents. 
In  the  one  case,  if  the  circumstances 
favored  the  negotiation  of  the  loan  by  the 
High  Commissioner  individually,  without 
the  assLstance  of  agents,  he  would  effect  a 
large  saving ;  in  the  other  case^  it  might 
be  necessary  to  seek  assistance,  and 
the  saving  would  be  less.  We  cannot 
speak  positively  except  as  to  the  savings 
of  commissions  on  the  payments  of 
interest.  I  hope  and  believe  tbat  the 
result  will  be  advantageous  to  Canada. 
It  seems  to  promise  so  now  in  every  way 
in  which  one  can  form  a  judgment. 
The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


PONTIAO  AND  PACIFIC  JUNCTION 
RAILWAY  COMPANY'S  BILL. 

SECOND   READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  YIDAL,  in  the  absence  of 
Hon.  Mr.  Soott,  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  Bill  (71)  "An  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  Pontiac  and  Pacific  Junction 
Railway  Company." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Bill  (32)  "An  Act  respecting  the 
Montreal  Assurance  Company." — (Mr. 
Ryan.) 

Bill  (57)  "An  Aet  to  amend  and 
consolidate  the  several  Acts  relating  to 
the  North-West  Territories."— (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell) 

INLAND  EETENTTE  BILL, 
IN    COKMITTEE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration 
of  Bill  (7)  "  An  Act  to  consolidate  and 
amend  the  Acts  respecting  the  Inland 
Revenue." 

Hon.  Mr.  REESOR  thought  that 
thirty  pounds  of  tobacco  to  each  adult 
was  too  much.  Those  who  used 
tobacoo  should  be  compelled  to  contribute 
to  the  revenue  whether  they  used  an 
imported  atticle  or  cultivated  it  for 
themselves.  It  was  a  miserable,  useless 
narcotic  at  best,  and  the  use  of  it  should 
not  be  encouraged.  It  should  be  treated 
in  the  same  way  as  whiRkey.  A  roan 
was  not  allowed  to  distil  liquor  for  hia 
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family,  and  Le  should  not  be  allowed  to 
oaltivate  tobacco  either.     He  moved  that 
the  amount  be  fixed  at  ten  pounds^  the 
same  as  it  had  always  been  before. 
The  motion  was  declared  lost. 

On  the  llth  clause, 

Hon.  Mr.  DEVER  said  that  he  did 
not  approve  of  the  Excise  Department. 
In  New  Brunswick  there  had  been 
nothing  of  the  kind  prior  to  Confedera- 
tion, yet  the  duties  had  been  collected  at 
very  much  less  expense.  When  they 
wanted  spirits  they  imported  it,  and  got 
a  good  article.  He  thought  that  the 
country  would  be  greatly  benefited  if 
we  turned  our  attention  to  promoting  a 
direct  trade  with  France  and  other  coun- 
tries where  such  liquors  were  produced. 
It  would  give  employment  to  our  ship- 
ping and  improve  other  industries  of  the 
Dominion. 

The  clause  was  adopted. 

On  the  1 7th  section, 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  said  that  this  sec- 
tion related  to  compounding  spirits,  to 
which  attention  had  been  called  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Ottawa  (Mr.  Scott)  at 
the  second  reading. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  that  it  had 
never  existed  on  our  Statute  books  be- 
fore 1874.  It  had  been  introduced  in 
the  Senate  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Ot- 
tawa himself.  The  ''compounding" 
mentioned  in  the  Act  did  not  neoeflBarHy 
mean  adulteration  of  liqaors ;  such  adal* 
teration  as  had  been  r^erred  to  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Ottawa  would  bring 
the  offender  under  the  penalties  provided 
by  the  Adulteration  of  Food  Act 

The  clause  was  adopted. 

After  the  39th  clause, 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  introduced  the 
following  new  section  : — 

<<  Except  for  the  necessary  continnance  of 
some  process  of  mano&ctare  previously  com- 
menced in  the  ordinary  coarse  of  business, 
persons  licensed  under  this  Act  shall  not 
transact  any  business,  nor  peribnn  any  act, 
operation  or  process  of  manu&ctiue  during 
Sunday  in  the  premises  mentioned  or  referred 
to  in  the  license  held  by  him  that  will  re- 
quire, under  any  regulation  then  in  force,  the 
supervision  or  attendance  of  an  officer  of 
Inland  Revenue 

"  1.  No  act,  operation  or  process  of  mann- 
&ctmre,  for  the  supervision  of  which  the  pre- 
sence of  an  officer  of  Inland  Bevenue  is 
Ban,  Jfr,  Eeesor. 


required  by  any  regulation  then  in  force,  shall 
be  done  in  any  licensed  premises  before  the 
hour  of  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  nor  after 
six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  except  when  per- 
mitted by  departmental  regulations. 

<'2.  Whenever  any  busine88,.act,  operation  or 
process  of  manu&cture,  for  the  supervision  of 
which  the  presence  of  an  officer  of  Inland 
Bevenue  is  required  by  any  regulation  then  in 
force  is  carried  on  or  done  in  any  premises 
licensed  under  this  Act,  before  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  during  the  dinner  hour,  or 
after  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  person 
in  whose  premises  the  business,  act,  operation 
or  process  is  carried  on  or  done  shall  pay  for 
the  attendance  of  the  officer  or  officers  during 
the  extra  time  they  are  so  employed,  at  such 
rate  as  may  be  determined  by  departmental 
regulations  in  that  behalf.^' 

The  clause  was  adopted. 

On  the  87th  clause,  relating  to  the 
refuse  from  tobaoco  factories, 

Hon.  Mr.  HA YTHORNE  suggested 
that,  instead  of  burning  the  stems  and 
sweepingd,  they  should  be  utiliased  foi: 
manure. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  replied  the  diffi- 
cnlty  was  that  there  might  be  something 
more  than  stems  and  sweepings  if  that 
were  allowed.  The  quantity  of  snok 
refuse  could  not  be  large. 

The  clause  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 
Bill,  with  amendments,  which  were  con- 
curred in. 

Ihd  House  adjourned  at  six  o'clock. 


THE  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  May  4ih,  18B0. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  eleveii 
o^clock  a.m. 

Prayers  and  routine  prooeedingpii. 

THIBD  BEADmaS. 

The  following  Bills  were  read  the  thiid 
time  and  passed,  without  debate  : 

Bill  (71)  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
Pontiac  Pacific  Junction  Bailwar.'* 
—(Mr.  Vidal.) 

BiU  (106)  "  An  Act  further  to  amend 
an  Act  respBoting  the  Harbcnr  of  Picton, 
in  Nova  Scotia." — (Sir  Alex.  Campb^.) 

BiU  (117)  <«An  Act  to  n^  tiie 
Act  42  Yicty  cap.  5,  for  granting  an 
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annual  subsidy  towards  certain  telegra- 
phic communication." — (Sir  Alex.  Camp- 
bell.) 

BUI  (109)  "  An  Act  to  authorize  the 
raising  of  a  further  sum  to  enable  the 
Quebec  Harbor  Commissioners  to  com- 
plete their  tidal  dock." — (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

Bill  (110)  ''An  Act  to  enable  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  of  Montreal  to 
pay  a  life  annuity  to  the  -widow  of  the 
late  Hon.  John  Young." —  (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

Bill  (108)."  An  Act  for  extending  the 
€k>nsolidated  Act  of  1879,  respecting 
duties  imposed  on  promissory  notes  and 
bills  of  exchange,  to  the  whole  Domin- 
ion."—(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (84)  "An  Act  to  amend  lihe 
General  Inspection  Act,  1874,  and  the 
Act  amending  it." 

Bill  (102)  "An  Act  to  amend  the  Act 
42  Vict.,  cap.  15,  intituled  *  An  Act  to 
f^ter  the  duties  of  Customs  and  Excise.' " 
—(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (107)  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
respecting  the  removal  of  obstructions  in 
navigable  waters  by  wrecks." — (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

Bill  (88)  "An  Act  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Resident  ?®pre*9Ji^*^i^*  Agent  for 
Canada  in  the  United  Kingdom." — (Sir 
Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (7)  "  An  Act  to  consolidate  and 
amend  the  Acts  respecting  the  Inland 
Revenue." — (Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 


INTEREBT   ON    MOITETS   SECURED   BY 
MORTGAGB  OF  REAL  ESTATE  BILL. 

THIRD    EEADINQ. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT  moved  the  third 
reading  of  Bill  (11)  "  An  Act  relating 
to  interest  on  moneys  secured  by  mort- 
gage of  real  estate." 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  moved,  in  amend- 
ment, that  the  BUI  be  not  now  read  the 
third  time,  but  that  it  be  further  amended 
as  follows : — 

«  Page  2,  line  9. — ^Afber  <  Mortgage '  iasert 
( Provided  that  thii  section  shall  apply  only  to 
mortgages  mentioned  in  the  Ist  section  of 
this  Act,  and  io  all  loans  by  incorporated 
cempanies  secured  by  mortgage  in  any  manner 
whatsoever." 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  sug- 
g^ted  that  some  words  should  be  added 
Third  Readings, 


so  as  to  include  companies  incorporated 
elsewhere  than  in  Canada. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  thought  the  lan- 
guage was  so  general  that  it  would  include 
companies  incorporated  anywhere. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
doubted  very  much  if  it  would  include 
Scotch  companies.  He  would  suggest 
that  the  words,  "  whether  so  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  Dominion  or  other- 
wise," should  be  added  after  the  words, 
^'  Incorporated  Companies,"  in  the  amend- 
ment 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  said  that  his 
objection  to  this  amendment  still  re- 
mained ;  that  there  was  an  unnecessary 
and  unreasonable  restriction  as  to  the 
time  in  which  loans  should  be  repaid, 
while  the  borrower  could  not  be  required 
to  pay  back  the  money  at  any  time  until 
the  end  of  the  term  of  the  loan. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH  contended  that 
private  individuals  should  stand  on  the 
same  footing  as  companies,  otherwise 
private  lenders  would  raise  money  from 
companies  and  loan  it  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  years,  place  the  securities  in  the 
hands  of  the  companies,  and  have  their 
commission  out  of  the  borrower. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  the  very 
object  of  the  legislation  was  to  restrict 
companies  from  cei'tain  practices  in 
conducting  their  business,  and  not  to 
interfere  with  private  arrangements 
between  man  and  man.  He  believed 
that  the  whole  of  this  section  was  uiUra 
mres;  tiiat  this  Legislature  had  no 
power  to  interfere  with  contracts  between 
individuals. 

Hon.  Mr.  KATJLBACH  was  in  favor 
of  having  private  lenders  brought  under 
the  same  conditions  as  companies  were 
subjected  to,  and  believed  that  the  bor- 
rower should  be  allowed  to  repay  a  loan 
at  the  end  of  five  years,  if  he  desired, 
by  paying  a  penalty  for  doing  so. 

Hon.  Mr.  McCLEL  AN  said  that  com- 
panies incorporated  under  charters  bad 
the  advantage  of  special  legislation,  under 
which  the  evils  complained  of  had  grown 
up.  There  was  a  great  difference  in  bor- 
rowing frem  private  individuals  and  bor- 
rowing from  loan  companies,  and  he 
thought  that  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  hon.   member  from    Richmond 
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would  make  the  Bill  very  much  clearer 
and  more  consistent  with  the  object  for 
which  it  bad  been  introduced. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS  did  not  kn*w 
whether  the  amendment  would  make  the 
Bill  more  consistent  with  itself  or  not, 
but  he  did  not  consider  that  the  charges 
brought  against  the  loan  societies,  on  the 
floor  of  this  House,  had  been  sustained 
during  the  debate.  If  the  Senate  were 
going  to  yield  to  the  clamor  that  had 
been  raised  against  those  societies,  why 
sheuld  they  leave  the  gate  open  for  the 
introduction  and  perpetuation  of  the  very 
evils  which  this  BUI  was  intended  to 
remedy  and  remove,  in  the  future,  by 
placing  private  lenders  in  a  different 
position  irom  loan  companies  t 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT  regretted  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Kichmond  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  bring  in  this 
amendment,  as  he  feared  it  would  be  the 
means  of  destroying  this  Bill  by  making 
it  a  sort  of  class  legislation.  He  did  not 
see  why  private  individuals  should  not  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  companies. 
If  they  commenced  this  sort  of  class 
legislation,  it  would  only  be  the  means  of 
causing  agitation  through  the  country, 
and,  in  the  end,  they  would  have  to 
amend  the  Act  again.  Therefore,  he 
thought  it  was  better  to  allow  the  Bill  to 
stand  as  it  was.  Under  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case  it  would  be  better  to  allow 
the  constitutionality  of  the  Act  to  be 
decided  by  the  courts  of  law.  He  was 
satisfied  that,  if  the  Bill  was  amended  in 
the  way  that  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Richmond  proposed,  they  would  be 
legislating  in  favor  of  individuals  or 
companies  who  wished  to  take  ady^tage 
of  a  man's  necessities. 

Hon.  Mr.  DEVER  would  support 
the  amendment,  because  he  did  not  con- 
sider it  was  a  &ir  battle  at  all.  He  felt 
that  it  was  combinations  against  private 
individuals,  as  it  was  well  known  that 
loaning  institutions  were  wealthy  cor- 
porations. They  had  the  advantage  over 
private  individuals  ;  they  .had  not  only 
complete  organizations,  but  ther  had 
large  staffs  of  officers,  with  handsome 
salaries  that  were  being  paid  out  of 
moneys  made  out  of  the  necessities  of 
the  people.  Private  individuals  loan- 
ed money  at  certain  rat^  of 
interest,  and  they  could  not  impose  fines  or 
Horn  Mr.  McClelan. 


penalties,  and  the'  borrower  knew  what 
he  had  to  pay.  He  would  give  an  in- 
stance of  the  manner  in  which  those  loan 
companies  dealt  with  borrowers.  He 
knew  of  an  honest  man  who  had  bor- 
rowed some  $700  &om  a  company,  for 
which  he  promised  to  pay  $10  a  month  . 
until  the  principal  and  interest  would  be 
paid  up.  After  paying  for  eight  or  ten 
years  at  the  rate  of  .$10  a  month,  he 
found,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  that  the 
principal  was  as  much  as  ever.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  quite  clear  that  the  instal- 
ment plan  of  paying  back  money  was  an 
expensive  one  to  the  borrower,  and  that 
those  great  combinations  who  loaned 
money  would,  if  they  were  allowed  to 
continue  under  the  present  law,  mon- 
opolize all  the  means  of  the  country.  For 
this  reason  he  felt  bound  to  support  the 
amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH  contended  that 
there  was  no  system  in  the  world  so 
good  for  the  borrower  as  paying  by  in- 
stalments, with  interest  on  the  unpaid 
capital  yearly. 

Hon.  Mr.  MAGDONALD  said  that 
this  Bill  allowed  more  than  that,  it 
allowed  the  interest  to  be  compounded, 
and  he  feared  that  the  effect  of  it  would 
be  to  raise  a  feeling  of  antagonism 
between  the  lender  and  borrower.  Com- 
panies would  take  all  the  advantage  of 
this  Bill,  whenever  they  could  take  it, 
but  it  would  not  cure  any  of  the  evils 
that  were  sought  to  be  diminished. 
The  only  good  clause  in  it  was  the  one 
doing  away  with  fines  and  penalties  for 
the  non-payment  of  interest,  but  the 
company  could,  otherwise,  do,  under  this 
bill,,  whatever  they  had  done  before. 
So  long  as  they  wrote  across  the  face  of 
the  mortgage  a  statement  of  the  rate  of 
interest  it  bore,  they  could  charge  what- 
ever interest  they  liked,  and  compound  it 
every  month  if  they  desired  to  do  so. 

Hem.  Mr.  READ  said  that  the  great 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  let  borrowers 
know  the  rate  of  interest  they  were 
required  to  pay.  Under  the  instalment 
system,  not  one  man  in  a  hundred  knew 
what  the  amount  of  his  payments  would 
be.  According  to  his  (Mr.  Read's)  cal- 
culations, on  a  loan  of  $1,000  for  twenty 
years,  at  9J  per  cent,  a  man  would 
pay,  by  the  instalment  system,  $5,564. 
That  was  a  fact   which  people   ought  to 
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know,  and  which,  hp  believed,  they  did 
not  know  at  present. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  said  that,  when  this 
legislation  was  at  first  contemplated,  the 
intention  was  to  confine  it  entirely  to 
building  societies,  but  the  other  House 
had  decided  to  appljr  it  to  all  mortgages, 
and  that  was  the  shape  in  which  the  Bill 
had  reached  the  Senate.  If  this  amend- 
ment were  accepted,  it  would  draw  a 
liae  of  demarcation  between  the  different 
classes  of  lenders,  which,  he  considered, 
would  be  unfortunate,  in  view  of  the 
design  of  the  Bill.  If  it  could  not  go 
through  without  an  amendment,  he  (Mr. 
Hope)  should  prefer  to  have  the  6th 
section  struck  out  altogether.  The 
amendment  which  had  been  adopted  at 
a  former  stage,  requiring  the  calculadons 
of  interest  to  be  made  yearly,  instead  of 
half-yearly,  was  unfavorable  to  the  bor- 
rower, because,  when  the  interest  was 
chargeable  half-yearly,  it  left  him  less  to 
pay,  allowance  being  mide  for  repay- 
ments. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE  opposed 
the  amendment,  because  he  believed  that 
the  interests  of  the  public  required  to  be 
protected  just  as  much  against  the  ex- 
orbitant demands  on  the  part  of  private 
lenders  as  against  companies.  Private 
lenders  who  made  moderate  charges 
would  not  be  at  all  affected  by  the  Bill. 

The  Senate  divided  upon  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  adopted  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : — 

Contents  : 


Hon.  Messrs. 


Archibald, 

Armand, 

Baillargeon, 

Botsford, 

Bouchenrille,  De, 

fiourinot, 

Boyd, 

Brouse, 

Bureau, 

Chaffers, 

Chapais, 

Cormier, 

Dever, 

Dickey, 

Dickson, 

Dumonchel, 


Girard, 
Grant, 

McClelan^  (Bopewelt) 
McLelan  (Londonderry) 
HacDonald, 
MacfEurlane, 
Miller, 
Montgomery, 
Odell, 
P&quet, 
Pelletier, 
Pennj, 
Power, 
Pozer, 
Trudel, 
Wark.— 32. 


NON-CONfTENTS  : 

Hon.  Messrs. 
Aikins,  Allan, 

Alexander,  Benson, 

Hon,  Mr,  Read. 


Campbell,  Sir  Alex.,  Eanlbach, 

Cornwall,  Leonard, 

Ferrier,  McMaster, 

Flint,  Macpherson  (Speaker) 

Gibbs,  Bead, 

Glazier,  Reesor, 

Haytbome,  Smith, 

Hope,  Stevens, 

Hamilton  (Kingston)  Vidal— 22. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  moved  to  strike 
out  the  5th  clause  altogether. 

The  House  divided  on  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : — 

Contents : 


Hon.  Messrs. 


Allan, 

Benson, 

Boteford, 

Bourinot, 

Cornwall, 

Dickson, 

Ferrier, 

Gibbs, 

Grant, 

Hope, 


Leonard, 

McClelan  (ffopewell), 

McMaster, 

Macpherson  (S^teakeryt 

Penny, 

Power, 

Smith, 

Vidal, 

Wark— 19. 


NON-CONTENTB  : 

Hon.  Messrs. 


Aikins, 

Alexander, 

Archibald, 

Armand, 

Baillargeon, 

Brouse, 

Bureau, 

Campbell,  Sir  Alex., 

Chaffers, 

Chapais, 

Cormier, 

Dever,  , 

Dickson,    . 

Dnmoachel, 

Flint, 

Girard, 


Hamilton  (Kingtion), 

Haythorne, 

Kaulbach, 

McLelan  (Londonderry) 

Maodonald, 

Miller, 

Montgomery, 

Odell, 

P&qnet, 

Pelletier, 

Poser, 

Bead, 

Beesor, 

Stevens, 

Butherland, 

Trudel— 32. 


H^.  Mr.  GIBBS  moved  to  substitute 
the  following  for  the  6th  clause  of  the 
Bill  :— 

<  <  Whenever  any  principal  money  or  interest 
secured  by  mortgage  of  real  estate  is  not, 
under  the  terms  of  the  mortgage,  payable  till 
a  time  more  than  five  years  after  the  date  of 
the  mortgage,  then,  at  any  time  after  the  ex« 
pirationof  such  five  years,  such  mortgage  may 
be,  determined  by  either  party  thereto  giving 
six  months'  notice  to  the  other  of  such  inten* 
tion,  or  on  payment  of  six  months'  farther  in- 
terest in  lien  of  notice,  no  farther  interest 
shall  be  chargeable,  payable  or  recoverable  at 
any  time  thereafter  on  the  principal  money  or 
interest  due  under  the  mortgage." 

He  said  that  some  hon.  gentlemen  seemed 
to  be  anxious  about  the  borrower.     ThiB 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Interest  an 


[Mat  4,  1880.]  Mortgagee  Bill. 


503 


amendment  would,  in  some  respects, 
place  him  in  a  better  position.  The 
object  of  it  was  to  put  both  parties  to  the 
contract  on  the  same  footing  exactly.  If 
the  borrower,  who  had  obtained  a  loan  of 
money  for  20  years,  had  a  right  at  the 
end  of  5  years  to  pay  off  his  mortgage, 
the  lender  ought  to  have  the  right  to  call 
in  his  loan  under  the  same  conditions, 
and  he  could  hardly  bring  himself  to  b^ 
lieve  that  the  House  would  sanction 
legislation  which  would  give  one  of  the 
parties  to  th^  contract  privileges  which 
the  other  did  not  enjoy. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN  suggested  that^  if 
it  were  wrong  to  interfere  with  contracts 
made  between  parties,  by  an  arbitrary 
enactment  of  this  kind,  it  could  not  make 
it  any  better  to  extend  the  same  power  to 
the  lender.  He  admitted  that  it  would  be 
but  fair  play ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the 
House  had  expressed  its  opinion  very 
unmistakably,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  better  if  his  hon  friend  (Mr.  Gibbs) 
would  not  pr«B»  his  amendment. 

H<m.  Mr.  GIBBS  believed  that  he 
had  the  common  sense  of  the  House  with 
him,  no  matter  how  they  might  vote. 
As  he  had  a  seconder  foi  his  amendment, 
he  felt  himself  obliged  to  ask  the  House 
to  divide  upon  it.  He  did  not  expect 
that  it  would  carry  ;  but  he  believed  he 
would  have  the  sympathy  of  the  House 
with  him  at  any  rate. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  was  not  at  all 
surprised  that  the  hon.  Senator  (Mr. 
Gibbs)  should  have  little  hope  for  the 
success  of  kis  amendment  after  the  vote 
which  had  just  been  taken.  The  House 
could  not,  without  feitultifying  itself, 
adopt  an  amendment  the  very  reverse  of 
the  clause  which  they  had  just  voted  to 
sustain.  He  would  remind  hon.  gentle- 
men that  the  lender  and  the  borrower 
were  not  looked  upon  by  the  law  as  being 
in  the  same  position.  Parliament  re- 
cognised the  fact  that  legislation  was 
required  to  protect  the  borrower  against 
the  superior  skill,  energy  and  adroitness 
of  the  lender.  The  whole  object  of  the 
legislation  was  to  protect  the  borrower. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS  said  if  that  were 
the  design  of  the  Bill,  he  would  like  to 
know  why  the  hon.  Senator  from  Rich- 
mond voted  against  the  amendment  to 
prevent  private  lenders  from  acting  in 
the  same  manner  as  loan  societies. 
Han.  Mr.  OAhe. 


Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  replied  that  it 
was  because  he  did  not  look  upon  private 
lenders  as  being  at  all  in  the  sam3  cate- 
gory as  these  societies. 

-  Hon.  Mr.  READ  said  that  the  other 
House  would  not  accept  this  clause,  and 
the  effect  of  its  adoption  by  the  Senate 
would  be  to  destroy  the  Bill. 

Hie  Senate  divided  on  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  rejected  on  the  follow- 
ing vote ; — 

Contents: 


Hon. 

Messrs. 

Aikins, 

Glasier, 

AUzander, 

Hamilton  [KingtUm)^ 

Botsford, 

Leonard, 

Boyd, 

McMaster, 

Cornwall, 

Penny, 

Dickey, 

Ryan, 

Ferrier, 

Smith, 

FUnt, 

Vidal— 17. 

Gibbs, 

NON-CONTEWTS  : 

- 

Hon.  Messrs. 

Hope, 

Armand, 

Kaulbach, 

Baillargeon, 

Bellerose, 

Haodonald, 

Benson, 

Maciarlane, 

Bouchervillc,  De, 

Miller, 

Boorinot, 

Montgomery, 

Brouse, 

Odell, 

Bureau, 

PAquet, 

Campbell,  Sir  Alex., 

Pelletier, 

Chaffers^ 

Power, 

Chapais, 

Pozer, 

Cormier, 

Bead, 

Dever, 

Beesor, 

Dickson, 

Simpson, 

DumoQchel, 

Stevens, 

Qiiard, 

Sutherland, 

Grant, 

Tradel, 

Haythome, 

Wark-.3t. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE  moved  that  the 
following  be  substituted  as  an  additional 
clause : — 

«  No  sale  of  lands  made  under  power  of  sale 
contained  in  any  mortgage  shall  be  valid,  un- 
less two  months'  notice  shall  have  been  given 
of  the  intention  to  exercise  such  power  of  sale 
in  some  newspaper  published  in  the  county  in 
which  the  mortgaged  lands  are  situated,  or,  if 
no  newspaper  be  published  in  such  county, 
then  the  nearest  newspaper  in  any  other 
county,  by  one  insertion  each  week ;  and  if 
any  person  be  living  on  the  lands  or  in  actual 
possession  or  cultivation  of  the  same,  or  any 
part  thereof^  unless  a  copy  of  such  notice  be 
also  delivered  to  such  person  two  months 
before  the  day  of  such  sale." 

He  said  that  he  had  consulted  with  the 
promoter  of  the  Bill  in  the  other  House, 
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who  had  expressed  his  approval  of  the 
amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE  thought  the  amend- 
ment was  unconstitutional.  It  was  a 
matter  with  which  the  local  authorities 
alone  had  power  to  deal,  and,  in  fact,  the 
Ontario  Legislature  had  passed  a  law  on 
the  subject.  The  amendment  would 
complicate  titles,  and,  instead  of  benefit- 
ing the  farming  community,  it  would 
injure  them.  Even  if  this  Parliament 
had  the  constitutional  right  to  deal  with 
this  question,  it  would  be  veiy  unfoi-tu- 
nate  to  adopt  such  an  amendment. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CLMPBELL  said 
he  favored  the  idea  which  the  clause 
expressed,  but  believed,  on  reflecti<Mi, 
that  the  matter  should  be  dealt  with  bj 
the  local  legislatures.  There  was  a 
marked  difference  between  this  clause 
and  the  preceding  sections,  all  d  which 
referred  to  interest,  and  were  those 
brought  within  the  junsdiotian  of  this 
Parliament.  The  suggestion  made  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Prescott  was  eminently 
fiedr  in  itself,  and,  when  it  was  first  shewn 
to  him  (Sir  Alex.  Campbell),  he  had  ex- 
pressed his  intention  of  supporting  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  admitted  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  force  in  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  the  Minister  of 
Militia,  but  believed  that,  where 
this  Parli&ment  had  control  of  any  sub- 
ject, they  had  also  control  of  every- 
thing incidental  to  it,  and  that  oonstrucr 
tion  had  been  sustained  by  the  courts  in 
oonstruing  statutes  passed  by  the  Domi- 
nion Parliament.  The  amendment  was 
admitted  to  be  desixable,  and,  if  intro- 
duced into  the  Bill,  could  do  no  harm 
if  it  were  unconstitutional.  It  would,  in 
that  case,  simply  have  no  effect.  He 
believed  that  the  amendment  could  be 
framed  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  it 
within  the  scope  of  this  Parliament,  and 
he,  therefore,  suggested  that  it  be  allowed 
to  stand  over  another  day. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  that  this 
discussion  only  shewed  '^hat  the  House 
was  getting  into  still  further  entangle- 
ments, step  by  step,  when  they  attempted 
to  deal  with  this  Bill  in  any  other  sense 
than  that  expressed  by  the  hon.  the 
Minister  of  Militia.  The  first  four  clauses 
of  the  Bill  related  to  interest  on  mort- 
gages, and  only  to  interest,  upon  which 
Hon,  Mr,  Brouss, 


this  Parliament  had  power  to  legislate  ; 
but  the  5th  clause  dealt  with  principal  as 
well  as  interest,  and  there  was  a  doubt  as 
to  its  constitutionality.  But  there  wa» 
no  doubt  whatever  that  the  proposed 
amendment  was  uUra  vire^  this  Parlia- 
ment having  nothing  to  do  with  the 
power  to  sell  under  a  mortgaga  It  was 
a  proposition  to  regulate  contracts  be- 
tween private  parties,  and,  although  a 
wise  provision  in  itself,  it  was  a  matter 
which  came  under  the  jurildiction  of  the 
local  I^slatures.  Unless  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Dr.  Brouse)  wished  to  defeat  the 
Bill  in  another  plaue,  he  had  better 
withdraw  the  amendment. 

Hon.  Mr.  KEESOR  said  that 
his  attention  had  been  called  to  this 
clause,  and  he  was  satisfied,  after  reading 
it,  that  it  would  be  vUra  vires  if  adopted. 
He  had  prepared  a  clause,  however^ 
which  he  believed  this  Parliament  had 
power  to  pass,  as  it  related  altogetb»r  to 
interest.  It  provided  that  no  interest 
that  might  be  in  arrear  at  the  time  of 
the  sale  should  be  payable  or  reooverable 
unless  at  least  two  months  had  elapsed 
between  the  service  of  the  notice  of  such 
intended  sale  and  the  sale.  The  effect 
would  be  that  the  mortgagee  could  not 
collect  interest  if  he  fiailed  to  give  notice. 
It  did  not  say  that  no  sale  should  bo 
valid. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE  offered  the  fol- 
lowing instead  of  the  amendment  which 
he  had  read  : — 

«  Ko  principal  or  interest  shall  be  recover- 
able by  tale  of  lands  made  under  power  of  sale 
contained  in  any  mortgage,  unless  two  months 
notice  shall  have  been  given  of  the  intention 
to  exercise  inch  power  di  sale  tn  some  news- 
paper pablished  in  the  county  in  which  the 
mortgaged  lands  are  situated,  or  if  no  news- 
pa|Mr  be  published  in  such  ooanty,  then  the 
nearest  newspaper  in  any  other  county,  by  one 
insertion  each  week;  and  if  any  person  be 
living  on  the  lands  or  in  actual  possession  or 
cultivation  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
unless  a  copy  of  sueh  notice  be  also  delivered 
to  such  person  two  months  before  the  day  of 
snch  sale.'' 

He  believed  that  that  modification  would 
bring  it  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
House. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWIER  hoped  that  the 
motion  would  not  pass.  He  did  not 
think  that  our  constitution  was  of  such  a 
character  that,  by  simply  altering  the 
wording  of  a  resolution,  it  would  either 
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make  it  uUra  vires  or  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Parlia  ment.  The  H  ouse  would 
have  to  be  guided  by  the  substance  of  the 
amendment.  They  were  undertaking  to 
deal  with  a  matter  which  was  purely  and 
strictly  within  the  power  of  the  local 
legislatures.  The  amendment,  if  adopted, 
would  cause  endless  confusion  and 
embarrass  titles  in  almost  all  the  pro- 
vinces. If  this  change  in  the  law  were 
neoessavy,  it  could  be  made  by  the  local 
legislatures.  In  Nova  Soetia  and  New 
Bnmswick  it  was  altogether  nnneoessary, 
because,  in  those  Provinces,  there  was  no 
such  thing  as  a  sale  of  land  without 
notice,  and  he  nnderstood  it  was  the 
same  in  the  Proyinoe  of  Quebec. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH  said  he  had 
grave  doubts  as  to  the  power  of  this 
Parliament  in  this  direction ;  but  he 
would,  nevertheless,  support  tbe  amend- 
ment because  he  bought  it  was  very 
important  that  land  should  not  be  saori- 
fioed,  as  often  happened,  Uirough  inauf- 
fident  notice,  if  this  Parliament  could 
prevent  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  if  there  was 
any  clause  in  the  Bill  recomuiend- 
ing  itself  to  the  sense  of  justice  of 
every  member  of  the  House,  it  was 
this  one.  There  did  not  seem  to  be  any 
difference  of  opinion  on  that  point.  The 
only  doubt  was  as  to  the  power  of  this 
Parliament  to  adopt  it,  and  that  view  of 
it  was  urged  in  the  interests  of  money* 
lenders  by  those  who  wished  to  defeat  it. 

The  House  divided  on  the  amendment, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote: — 


Contents  : 

Hon. 

Messrs. 

Alexander, 

Hamilton  (Kingtt(m\ 

Archibald, 

Haythome, 

Armand, 

Eaalbach, 

Baillargeon, 

Leonard, 

Bellerose, 

McLelan,(Zonion(i«rfy) 

Benson, 

Macfarlane, 

Brouse, 

Macpherson,  (Speaker) 

Chapais, 

Miller, 

«ormier, 

Odell, 

OonwaU, 

PAquet, 

Dever, 

Pelletier, 

Dickson, 

Penny, 

Dumonchel, 

Poaier, 

Ferrier, 

Bead, 

Flint, 

Simpson, 

Giiard, 

Stevens, 

Olsftier, 

Sutherland, 

GodTremont, 

lYndel.— 36. 

Han.  Mr 

.  Power, 

NON-CONTBNTS  : 

Hon.  Messrs. 


McOlelan,  (Hopeweliy 

MoMaster, 

Power, 

Beesor, 

Smith, 

Tidal.— 13. 


Aikins, 

Allan, 

Botsford, 

Campbell,  Sir  Alex. 

Dickey, 

Gibbs, 

Hope, 

The  Bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,, 
and  passed. 

SECOND  BEADINGS. 

The  following  Bills  were  read  the 
second  time. 

Bill  (32)  '<  An  Aot  to  incorporate  the 
Montreal  Assurance  Company.'' — (Mr. 
Byan.) 

Bill  (57)  '^  An  Act  to  amend  and  con* 
solidate  the  several  Acts  relating  to  the 
North-West  Territories."  —  (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

Tjie  House  adjourned  at  1.40  p.m. 


SECOND  SITTING. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

BILL  INTBODUCED.* 

Bill  (M)  "An  Aet  respecting  certain 
Savings  Banks  in  the  Provinces  of  On- 
tarioand  Quebec." — (Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 


K0BTH-WE8T  TBBBIT0BIE8  LAWS 
CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 

in    OOmCITTEB. 

The  House  went  inte  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Bill  (57)  «  An  Act  to  amend 
and  consolidate  the  several  Acts  relating 
to  the  Nortb-West  Territories." 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
the  changes  in  the  Bill  were  not  very 
considerable.  Many  of  them  were  merely 
formal,  and  those  that  were  new  related 
to  two  topics.  In  the  fiiBt  place,  it 
was  proposed  to  take  the  power  to  create 
several  registration  districts  in  the  terri- 
tories that  had  been  found  necessary,  in 
consequence  of  the  large  influx  of  people 
who  were  settling  in  that  country,  and 
whose  titles  to  their  lands  were  insecure 
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so  long  as  they  were  not  on  record. 
There  were  also  provisions  for  the  creation 
of  coroners  and  stipendiary  magistrates 
where  the  convenience  of  the  population 
required  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  BUREAU  (in  French) 
expressed  regret  that  this  important  sub- 
ject had  been  brought  up  at  su«h  a  late 
period  of  the  session,  when  there  was 
not  sufficient  time  to.  examine  its  details 
carefully.  He  had  looked  through  the  Bill 
hastily,  and  had  not  observed  in  it  the 
11th  clause,  of  the  Act  38  Yict.,  cap. 
49,  relating  to  separate  schools. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  omission. 
If  the  clause  had  been  omitted,  it  could 
easily  be  injKrted  again. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  the  ICth  section  in 
this  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  even 
though  the  clause  had  been  omitted,  the 
British  North  America  Act  provided 
that,  wherever  the  system  of  separate 
schools  was  established  in  the  Dominion, 
it  should  continue  in  force  for  all  time. 
He  would  do  the  hon.  the  Minister  of 
Militia  the  justice  to  say  that  the  11th 
clause  of  cha  North- West  Territoriee 
Act  had  been  carried  in  the  Senate 
through  his  (Sir  Alex.  Campbell's)  active 
-exertions. 

Hon.  ]ftr.  GIRARD  regretted  that  a 
Bill  of  such  importance  came  before  the 
Senate  so  late  in  the  session. 
When  the  Government  was  estab- 
lished in  the  North-West  Terri- 
tories, it  was  considered  by  many 
to  be  premature,  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  it  was  so  still.  The  country  could 
have  been  governed  from  Manitoba 
without  any  interest  suflering.  *  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Government  would 
soon  have  to  extend  the  limits  of  Mani- 
toba, west^rard,  this  measure  was  of  very 
great  importtmce.  He  thought  it  would 
have  been  time  enough  to  have  intro- 
duced this  legislation  after  that  extension 
iiad  taken  place.  He  would  not  oppose 
the  measure,  as  it  waa  simply  a  consoli- 
dation of  existing  laws;  at  the  same 
time,  he  regretted  that  more  time  was 
not  afforded  for  looking  carefully  into  its 
details. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
^hat  there  was  nothing  in  the   Bill  that 
Hon.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


would  interfere  with  the  probable  en- 
largement of  Manitoba,  and,  when  the 
Province  was  enlarged,  it  would  only 
find  the  country  so  far  prepared  for  gov- 
ernment. The  enlargement,  if  it  should 
be  found  necessary  to  increase  the  area 
of  Manitoba,  would  be  to  the  west. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIRARD  contended  that 
there  would  be  a  great  saving  in  the  ex- 
pense in  governing  the  North- West  Ter- 
ritories if  the  Government  would  return 
to  the  old  system. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  wished  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  15  th  and  19  th  sections, 
which,  he  thought,  required  some  modifi- 
cation. He  could  understand  that,  at 
the  time  this  Act  was  passed,  in  1875,  a 
diBtrict  comprising  l,00d  persons  was  not 
too  small  for  as.  electoral  division,  but  it 
seemed  to  him  doubtful  whether,  at  the 
present  day,  it  should  not  be  very  much 
larger.  The  number  of  members  in  the 
Council  or  Legislative  Assembly,  as  the 
case  might  be,  was  limited  to  twenty-one, 
and  he  was  under  the  impression  that 
that  would  only  admit  of  a  population  of 
2 1,000,  and,  unless  he  was  under  a  misap- 
prehension, the  population  of  tbe  terri- 
tories was  as  much  as  that  at  the  present 
time.  So  that  a  change  should  be  made 
in  the  19th  section  to  provide  that  a 
second  member  should  not  be  given  to 
any  district  until  it  contained  three  or 
four  thousand  inhabitants. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  they 
were  dealing  with  a  ooontry  whicJi 
would  be  sparsely  setfled  for  a  long  time 
to  come,  and  ^ia  1,000  people  would 
eccupy  a  very  large  area — at  least  a 
thousand  square  miles. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  the 
number  was  stated  in  the  Bill  when  it 
was  enacted  a  few  yeai*8  ago,  and,  in  the 
light  of  experience  which  had  since  been 
acquired  by  those  who  had  the  best 
reason  to  be  familiar  with  the  subject^  it 
had  not  been  thought  fit  to  change  it, 
and  that  was  the  best  argument  why  the 
Bill  should  remain  as  it  was. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL  said  another 
fact  that  should  be  borne  in  mind  was, 
the  1,000  people  in  the  electoral  district 
should  be  adults,  and  they  would  repre- 
sent a  much  larger  population. 

On  the  69th  section. 
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Hon.  Mr.  POWER  desired  to  call  at- 
tentioirto  the  proNisions  respecting  pen- 
alties for  manufacturing,  or  having  in 
possession,  or  selling  spirituous  liquors 
without  permission.  It  provided  that 
any  person  making,  manufacturing,  sell- 
ing or  bartering  intoxicating  liquors, 
except  by  special  permission,  or  in  whose 
possession  intoxicating  liquors  should  be 
found,  would  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  $200,  nor  less  than 
$50,  one  half  of  which  fine 
should  go  to  the  inforuier.  Conviction 
could  be  had  on  the  evidence  of  the  in- 
former alone.  He  thought  this  was  a 
dangerous  clause,  as  whiskey  informers, 
as  a  rule,  were  not  of  good  character,  and 
a  great  deal  of  injustice  might  be  done, 
unless  the  information  should  be  sup- 
ported by  other  evidence  than  that  of 
the  informer.  He  moved  an  amendment, 
to  the  effect  that  no  one  should  be  con- 
victed on  such  a  charge,  on  the  unsup- 
ported evidence  of  the  informer. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  this 
question  bad  been  before  the  House  this 
Session  in  the  debate  on  the  Indian  Laws 
Consolidation  Bill,  and  had  already  been 
<lecided.  It  was  not  new  legislation,  for 
•even  in  the  Lower  Provinces  it  was  a 
usual  thing  for  convictions  for  breaches 
of  the  License  Law  to  take  place  on  the 
evidence  of  one  party  without  any  fur- 
ther corroborative  evidence  being  re- 
quired. Even  though  the  law  was  consid- 
ered right  and  fair  in  connection  with  such 
lioenseflT  in  the  older  provinces,  there 
ehould  be  more  latitude  given  in  ihe 
new  territories,  where  it  might  be  im- 
possible to  get  the  additional  testimony 
required  by  the  amendment  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Hali£ix,  and  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  where  ihe  parties  wer* 
guilty  they  would  escape  for  want  of 
ooi'roborative  evidence.  There  was 
not  the  danger  of  injustice  under 
this  clause  that  might  appear  at 
the  first  blush  in  reference  to 
those  convictions.  The  accused  party 
was  brought  before  a  stipendiary  magis- 
trate, who  should,  in  the  first  place,  ^  a 
man  of  legal  training  and  good  moiul 
character,  and  who  had  no  interest  in 
doing  injustice  to  anyone  brought  be- 
lore  him.  They  all  knew  that  the  dis- 
fosition  of  such  magistrates  had  always 
been  to  give  the  benefit  of  doubt  to  the 
accused,  and  instead  of  conviction  on 
ffon.  Mr.  ComwaH 


insufficient  evidence,  the  probabilities 
were  that,  if  the  evidence  were  not  clear, 
the  parties  would  escape. 

Hon  Mr.  KAULBACH  feared  that 
this  clause  would  be  a  temptation  for 
parties  to  give  information  in  order  to 
obtain  money.  It  was  too  arbitrary  a 
law  that,  upon  the  evidence  of  an 
informer  alone,  a  trader  or  other  person, 
who  might  be  in  good  standing,  could  be 
incarcerated  for  six  months,  and  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  heavy  penalty.  It 
seemed  to  him  not  to  be  in  con- 
sonance with  the  genius  of  the 
legislation  of  the  day.  It  was  a 
rlifferenb  matter  altogether  from  the  pro- 
vision with  regard  to  selling  intoxi- 
cants to  Indians.  The  cftses  were  not 
analogous,  as,  in  dealing  with  the  In- 
dians, peculiar  legislation  was  required, 
and,  when  information  was  laid  against 
parties  fcH:  selling  liquor  to  Indians,  it 
was  generally  done  by  men  of  good 
character,  not  with  the  object  of 
deriving  any  pecuniary  benefit  from 
the  conviction  of  the  accused. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  appre- 
hended no  danger  from  this  clause.  The 
object  of  it  was  to  suppress  illicit  liquor 
traffic,  and  it  provided  that  parties  hav- 
ing liquors  in  their  possession  at  all, 
without  permission,  contravened  the  law. 
The  party  was  accused  on  the  evidence 
of  a  witness,  and  the  fact  of  having 
liquor  in  his  possession  was  corroborative 
evidence  sufficient  for  a  magistrate  to 
convict  upon.     ^ 

The  amendment  was  lost  on  a  division; 

Hon.  Mr,  POWER  said  that,  before 
the  Committee  rose,  he  would  like  to 
ask  the  Minister  of  Militia  if  he  thought 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  insert  a  section 
to  provide  that  nothing  in  this  Bill 
should  contravene  anything  contained  in 
the  Indian  Laws  Consolidation  Bill, 
passed  this  session. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  did 
not  see  on  whai  point  the  two  bills  were 
likely  to  conflict 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  said,  for  instance, 
there  were  provisions  in  both  Acts  with 
reference  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  which  were  exactly  similar. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  in  the  other  Act  it  was  confined  al- 
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together  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor 
to  Indians.  The  Bill  had  been  carefully 
framed,  and  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  danger  of  a  oonBict. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee, reported  the  Bill  without  any 
amendment. 

Ordered  for  third  reading  to-morrow. 


THE  SENATE  DEBATES. 

FIRST    REPORT    OF    THE    OOMHITTEE 

ADOPTED. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER,  in  rising 
to  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
Debates  Committee,  observ^  that  it 
recommended  the  renewal  of  the  contract 
with  the  Messrs.  Holland  for  the  report- 
ing and  publication  of  the  debates  of 
next  session.  It  had  been  suggested 
that  the  Committee  should  have  adver- 
tised for  tenders,  but  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  felt  that  there  would  be  no 
result  from  such  procedure.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee  felt  that  the 
work  during  the  present  session  had 
been  very  well  done.  They  could  not 
expect  that  everything  would  be  perfect- 
ly done,  either  here  or  anywhere  else. 
In  the  House  of  Commons,  where  the 
reporting  cost  $19,000  per  session,  there 
had  been  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfieu;tion 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  work  had 
been  done,  and  they  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  change  their  system.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  Senate,  in  this  respect,  con* 
trasted  most  favorably  with  that  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  because  he  believed 
that  it  was  the  general  feeling  of  the 
House  that  the  Messrs.  Holland  had 
done  the  reporting  most  accurately,  and 
had  taken  very  great  pains  to  do  every- 
body justice.  To  illustrate  the  satisfac- 
tion which  had  been  given  to  the  country 
by  the  publication  of  these  reports,  he 
might  mention  that,  only  this  morning, 
he  had  met  a  proimnent  citizen,  who 
spoke  of  the  debate  on  the  Bill  relating 
to  the  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's 
sister,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that 
nowhere  had  he  seen  that  question  so  ably 
and  fully  debated  as  it  had  been  in' 
the  Senate.  It  was  very  gratifying 
to  members  of  this  Chamber,  when  they 
had  made  elaborate  statements  upon 
great  moral  and  political  questions,  to 
iind   that    their    deoates    went   to    the 


If  an.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


country  in  such  a  way  as  to  shew  that- 
the  Upper  House  was  doing  a  good  work. 
Ue  was  sure  that  he  himself  had  no 
cause  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  debates  had  been  reported.  Some 
hon.  gentleman  had  been  pleased  to  say 
that  he  (Mr.  Alexander)  utilized  the 
Senate  debates  for  his  own  glorification* 
He  was  fallible,  like  everyone  else,  and 
if  there  had  been  scenes  in  the  House 
this  session,  no  one  had  regretted  more 
deeply  than  himself,  and  the  occasions 
that  had  led  to  them.  He  hoped  that 
there  would  be  no  more  such  scenes. 
Nothing  could  be  more  distasteful  to 
him,  and  he  was  sure  that  they  were 
equally  distasteful  to  the  whole  Cham- 
ber He  considered  it  is  duty  to  refer  to 
the  very  grave  charges  which  had  been 
preferred  against  the  reporters 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  would  only  excite  hosti- 
lity to  the  motion  if  he  made  any  further 
reference  to  that  subject.  For  his  (Mi. 
Miller's)  own  part,  he  had  come  into 
collision  with  the  reporters  in  a  most 
unpleasant  manner.  He  had  his  own 
opinion  upon  that  subject ;  but  he  had 
no  desire  to  be  considered  as  having  any 
personal  hostility  to  them,  and,  therefore, 
he  did  not  think  that  this  was  an  occa- 
sion to  bring  up  a  matter  of  that  kind. 

Hon.  Mr.  KYAN  asked  how  much  the 
reporting  would  cost. 

Hon.  Mr.    ALEXANDER— $4,500t 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  thought  this  was  a 
large  amount  to  pay  for  the  reports  of 
this  House,  and  that  greater  economy 
should  be  practised  in  this  direction, 
particularly  at  the  present  time.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  a  shoi*t  summary  of 
what  took  place  in  the  House  would  be 
better  than  elaborate  reports  of  the 
speeches  delivered  by  hon.  gentlemen  in 
this  Chamber.  The  country  looked 
rather  for  what  the  Senate  did  than  for 
what  the  senators  said.  If  the  measures 
that  were  passed  reflected  credit  upon 
the  House,  they  would  render  the  Senate 
more  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  the  pubKc 
than  long  speeches  which,  for  his  own 
part,  he  believed  very  few  people  read 
outside  of  this  House.  They  were  pub- 
lished in  the  Ottawa  Citizen^  in  extenso^ 
and,  beyond  that,  except  the  very  short 
summary  which  the  contraotoi-s  furnished 
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to  the  associated  press,  he  fancied 
that  very*  little  of  what  was 
said  in  the  Senate  was  known  in  the 
country.  Hon.  gentlemen  perhaps,  sap 
|)08ed  that  their  oratory  made  a  great 
impression  abroad,  bnt,  for  his  own  part, 
after  making  a  speech  which  he,  of 
•ooar8e,considered  very  eloquent,  he  found, 
on  returning  to  Monti*eal,  that  nobody 
had  read  it,  and  that  all  his  eloquence 
had  been  wasted  on  the  walls  of  this 
Chamber.  Besides,  eloquence  might  be 
carried  a  little  too  ntr,  and  doing,  instead 
of  talking,  should  be  encouraged.  This 
had  been  forcibly  called  to  his  observation 
in  reading  a  book  containing  an  account 
of  Bismarck's  visit  to  France  at  the  time 
that  the  Oerman  army  made  its  entry 
into  Paris.  It  was  contained  in  a 
memoir  of  Bismarck's  journey  by  a 
person  who  travelled  with  him  and  had 
been  very  careful  to  give  his  sayings  and 
doings  in  a  very  interesting  and  amusing 
way.  Amongst  other  things,  the  follow- 
ing conversation  held  by  him  at 
Versailles  was  worthy  of  considera- 
tion : — 

<<The  gift  of  oratory  has  ruined  mnch  in 
parliamentary  life  ;  time  is  wasted,  because, 
everyone  who  feels  ability  in  that  line  must 
have  hu  woid,  even  if  he  has  no  new  point  to 
bring  K>rward,  Spealung  is  too  much  in  the 
air  and  too  little  to  the  point  Everything  is 
already  settled  in  Committees  :  a  man  sp^ks 
at  length,  therefore,  only  for  the  public,  to 
whom  he  wishes  to  shew  off  as  muchas  possible, 
and  still  more  for  the  newspapers  who  are  to 
praise  him.  Otatory  will,  one  day,  come  to  be 
looked  upon  as  a  generally  harmful  quality, 
and  a  man  will  be  punished  who  allows  hlm^ 
self  to  be  guilty  of  a  long  -speech.  We  hare 
one  body  which  attempts  no  oratory,  and  has 
yet  done  more  for  the  German  cause  than 
almost  any  other  :  the  CouncU  of  the  Confe- 
deration." 

Hon.  Mr.  "MILLER— That  is  the 
opinion  of  a  man  who  is  not  remarkable 
as  an  orator. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN — Bismarck  can  do, 
and  his  doings  are  on  record,  and  will 
outshine  the  speeches  of  many  an  orator. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL^  What  about  the 
reporter  who  recorded  the  details  of  this 
conversation  1  The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Ryan)  thinks  the  report  of  the  conversa- 
tion worthy  of  being  quoted^  and  yet  he 
is  adverse  to  the  reporting  of  the  debates 
of  the  Senate ! 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  thought  that  an 
•efibrt  should  be  made  to  economize  in  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bf^an. 


cost  of  reporting  the  debates  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate,  and  he  was  sorry  that 
the  Committee,  for  whose  appointment  he 
had  voted  last  year,  had  not  been  able  to 
effect  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  this  ser- 
vice. He  thought  that,  with  due  atten- 
tion to  the  matter,  the  debates  might  be 
reported  less  in  extenso,  and  at  a  smaller 
cost  to  the  Senate. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ  said  it  wa?  only  the 
previous  day  that  he  had  had  the 
pleasure  and  honor  of  conversing  with  a 
member  of  the,  British  Parliament, 
recently  elected,  who  had  come  to  this 
country  from  New  York  just  to  see  this 
place.  He  had  no  other  object  hut 
simply  curiosity,  and  he  felt  delighted 
with  the  great  progress  that  this  new 
country  was  maiking.  That  gentleman 
had  inquired  particularly  where  he  could 
get  a  full  report  of  the  debates  that  had 
taken  place  in  this  House  on  the  Bill  to 
legalize  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's 
sister,  that  he  desired  to  have  every  word 
that  had  been  said  upon  it,  as  it  was  a 
subject  in  which  he  took  a  deep  interest. 
He  (Mr.  Read)  thought  there  was  no 
money  so  well  expended  by  the  Senate  as 
thiB  which  was  paid  for  a  faithful  and 
full  report  of  its  debates  and  proceedings. 
It  was  well  enough  for  a  dictator  like 
Bismarck^  who  would  not  allow  the  press 
of  Qermany  to  publish  anything  except 
what  he  produced  himself  or  authorized, 
to  prevent  free  discussion,  but  it  was  a 
different  matter  in  a  country  like  this, 
where  there  was  freedom  of  speech.  The 
public  of  Canada  wished  to  know,  and 
should  know,  when  they  were  willing  to 
pay  for  it,  what  took  place  in  Parliament, 
and  he,  for  one,  would  vote  for  the  motion 
before  the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT  said,  in  reply  to  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Victoria,  that  the 
reason  why  his  (Mr.  Ryan's)  speeches 
were  not  read  in  Montreal,  was,  perhaps, 
because  the  hon.  gisntleman's  eloquence 
was  well  known  in  that  city,  and  the 
papers  were  afraid  that  the  reports  might 
not  do  him  justice.  He  (Mr.  Flint) 
believed  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to 
give  its  debates  to  the  publia  -It  was 
true  that  the  only  newspa}]^r  which 
published  them  in  full  was  the  Ottawa 
CiUzen  ;  but,  while  others  did  not  see  fit 
to  reprint  them  in  exienao,  they  selected 
such  portions  of  them  as  were  interest- 
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ing  to  their  readers.  No  country  paper 
had  sufficient  space  to  publish  the 
whole  of  the  reports,  but  de- 
bates on  local  subjects  were  repro- 
duced in  the  press  of  the  particular 
localities  interested.  He  (Mr.  Flint)  had 
first  entere*l  the  Ijegislative  Council  of 
Canada  in  1862,  and  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  that  body  up  to  time  of  Confedera- 
tion, and,  since  Confederation,  of  the 
Senate.  Before  the  official  reporting  was 
commenced,  there  had  been  a  general 
desire  to  know  what  took  place  in  the 
Upper  House,  and,  since  the  publication 
of  the  official  reports,  the  country  papers 
were  glad  to  get  and  re-print  for  their 
readers,  the  speeches  of  their  local  repre- 
sentatives. The  people  felt  very  much 
interested  in  the  speeches  made 
in  the  Senate.  They  desired  to 
know  why  it  was  that  the  Up- 
per House  often  differed  from  the 
House  of  Commons  on  public  mea- 
sures ;  why  the  Senate  thought  fit  to 
amend  certain  bills  and  throw  out  others. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  advisable  to  condense 
the  reports.  Sometimes  hon.  gentlemen 
made  very  long  speeches  in  which  there 
was  very  little  worth  publishing ;  but,  as 
a  rule,  the  members  of  the  Senate  evinced 
a  desire  to  keep  their  remarks  within 
reasonable  bounds.  The  hon.  Senator 
from  Victoria  (Mr.  Eyan)  expressed  a 
desire  to  economise  the  expenditures  of 
the  Senate  in  this  direction.  He  (Mr. 
Flint)  thought  it  would  be  better  to  try 
that  in  some  other  quarter.  It  waa  be- 
ginning at  the  wrong  end  to  economise 
by  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  report- 
ing service.  He  (Mr.  Flint)  I'egretted 
that  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock 
had  been  stopped  when  addressing  the 
House  upon  the  subject  of  the  charges 
made  against  the  reporters  some  weeks 
afiro.  It  did  seem  hard  that  the  reporters 
should  have  to  lie  under  those  charges, 
when  they  had  discharged  their  duties  so 
faithfully  and  impartially.  He  trusted 
that  the  Committee  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  matter  would 
report  the  result  to  the  House  before 
the  dose  of  the  session,  and  that,  if  the 
contractors  had  been  guilty  of  any  wrong 
doing,  they  would  receive  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  House,  and,  if  they  had  not, 
that  they  would  be  relieved  from  the 
odium  which  had  been  cast  upon  them. 
Eofu  Mr.  Mini. 


Hon.  Mr.  TRUDEL  said  that  he 
would  have  no  objection  to  seeing  the 
question  of  the  reporting  of  the  Debates^ 
re-opened,  provided  that  the  rights  of  the 
French  minority  were  taken  into  consid- 
eration. The  House  would  readily 
understand  the  disadvantage  under 
wiiich  those  who  spoke  in  French,  or 
could  only  speak  in  that  language, 
labored.  Erery  member  naturally  felt 
that  his  own  utterances  were  of 
some  value  to  the  country,  and 
that  they  should  be  recorded. 
If  there  was  any  willingness  to  adopt 
some  new  system  of  reporting,  he  hoped 
that  the  claims  of  the  French-speaking 
members,  who  had  as  good  a  right  to  be 
reported  in  their  own  language  as  the 
English-speaking  members,  would  be 
considered  by  the  Senate.  For  his  own 
part,  he  did  not  insist  upon  this  rights 
because  he  felt  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  present  arrangement,  and  would 
prefer  the  present  full  and  accurate  re- 
port in  English  to  having  an  incomplete 
apd  unsatisfactory  report  in  both  lan- 
guages. While  there  might  be  occasions 
when  the  reports  were  too  voluminous, 
there  were  other  occasions  when  it  waa 
very  important  that  they  should  be  pub- 
lished in  extenso.  The  hon.  Senator 
from  Victoria  had  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  people  of  the  country  were  more 
anxious  to  see  what  the  Senate  did  than 
hear  what  they  said.  He  (Mr. 
Trudel)  could  not  conceive  of  any 
mode  of  giving  them  that  information 
except  by  reports  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate.  It  was  unjust  to  this  House 
to  say  that  they  were  too  talkative^ 
because  a  body  which  usually  sat  no 
longer  than  two  or  three  hours  eveiy 
day,  and  transacted  so  much  business, 
could  not  be  open  to  such  a  charge. 
The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Ryan)  had 
read  with  great  gusto  Bismarck's 
opinion  of  parliamentary  eloquenoe. 
If  the  report  of  a  mere  con- 
versation afforded  him  so  much  pleastuno 
the  House  could  readily  imagine 
the  delight  with  which  the  public  would 
read  the  eloquent  speeches  of  the  hon. 
Senator  himself.  The  country  was 
interested  in  knowing  the  zeasons  whick 
influenced  the  action  of  the  Senate  ;  and 
therefore,  it  was  important  that  the 
debates  should  be  fully  reported  and 
published.     If  the  reports  should  be  dia- 
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continued,  the  people  would  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Senate  did  nothing 
at  all,  and  was  only  an  incumbrance. 
He  would  sustain  the  report  of  the 
Committee. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN  said  that  the 
remarks  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  lead  the  Honse  to  suppose 
that  they  had  unanimously  agreed  that 
the  present  system  of  reporting  was  the 
very  best  that  could  be  devised. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  said 
that  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of 
the  Committee. 

Hon.  Mr.  McLELAN  hardly  under- 
stood that  to  be  the  opinion  even  of  the 
majority,  but  as  there  was  very  little 
time  to  consider  the  matter  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  continue  the  present  con- 
tract for  another  year,  Und  see  the  result 
of  the  new  system  adopted  by  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  knew  that  the  Senate 
would  not  be  satisfied  without  a  report 
of  everything  of  any  value  that  was  said 
in  debate.  If  any  senator  had  any- 
thing to  say,  bearing  upon  the  questions 
coming  before  the  House,  he  should  say 
it,  and  it  should  be  reported  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  would  be  read  through- 
out the  country,  A  complaint  had  been 
made,  this  year,  that  the  reports  were  too 
full  ;  perhaps  that  was  due  to  the 
system  of  paying  so  much  per  page,  and 
perhaps  it  might  be  better  to  devise  some 
plan  of  paying  not  so  much  for  the 
number  of  words  reported  as  according 
to  the  value  of  what  was  said.  If  they 
could  take  the  wheat  and  leave  out  the 
chaff,  and  pay  for  the  wheat  only,  it 
would  be  better  for  the  Senate  and  for 
the  country. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  thought,  from  some 
of  the  remarks  which  had  &llen  from 
the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Tru- 
del),  and  his  hon.  fHend  behind  him 
(Mr.  Flint),  that  he  (Mr.  Ryan)  had  been 
miBunderstood.  He  had  suggested  econ- 
omy and  the  curtailing  of  Uie  reports  of 
the  debates,  and  he  was  very  glad  to 
hear  from  his  hon.  friend  opposite  (Mr. 
McLelan)  that  the  Committee  contem- 
plated some  change  of  that  kind,  although 
they  had  not  yet  arrived  at  a  cenclusion. 
He  believed  that  that  was  what  the 
House  of  Commons,  after  several  years' 
experience,  were  aiming  at,  and  what 
H(m.  Mr.  TrudO. 


this  House  also  desired  to  attain.  What 
he  (Mr.  Ryan)  desired  was  both  to  save 
money  and  to  have  the  reports  condensed, 
because  they  would  be  more  readable  if 
they  were  put  into  a  smaller  compass. 

Hon.  Mr.  DEVER  said  that  be  was 
well  pleased  with  the  present  system  and 
the  present  contractors.  K  the  reporters 
were  allowed  to  condense  speeches,  they 
would,  perhaps,  give  their  own  ideas  to 
the  country.  That  might  be  all  right, 
but,  to  his  mind,  it  was  very  important 
that  every  Senator  should  be  held  res- 
ponsible for  his  own  views  on  eveiy 
public  question.  For  thirteen  years  he 
(Mr.  Dover)  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  and  he  knew  that  the  reporting 
hstd  never  been  more  satisfactory  than 
this  year  and  during  the  last  three  ses- 
sions. The  present  contractor  had  given 
genei*al  satisfaction,  and  there  was  no 
feeling  in  the  House  that  injustice  had 
been  done  to  any  hon.  gentleman. 

Hon.  Mr.  M1LLER--I  deny  that. 

Hon.  Mr.  DEVER  said  that,  unfortu- 
nately, there  had  been  one  objection 
raised,  but  he  trusted  that,  before  the 
prorogation  of  Parliament,  the  difficulty 
which  had  arisen  would  be  explained. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  rose  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
no  right  to  refer  to  a  former  debate. 

Hon.  Mr.  DEVER  said  that  he  had  no 
intention  of  referriag  to  any  former  debate, 
but  merely  desired  to  express  the  hope 
that  the  only  difficulty  whicl;!  had  arisen 
in  connection  with  the  reporting  during 
the  four  years  that  the  present  reporters 
had  held  the  oentract  would  be  satisfac- 
torily explained. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Hoose  adjourned  at  4.46  p:m. 


THE  SENATE. 

Wednsaday,  May  Sih,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  ehair  at  eleven 
o'clo<^  a.m. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

MONTREAL  ASSUBAKaaoO.^S  BILL. 
THIRD    RKADIKO. 

Bill  (32)   <'An  Act    respaoting    the 
Montreal^  Assurance    Company." — (Mr. 
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Ryan)   was   re|K)rted    from   Committee, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


THB    NOBTH   SHORE  AND   INTBECOL- 
ONXAL  EAILWATS. 

INQUIRY. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER  inquired  of  the 
Minister  of  Militia  whether  any  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  with  the  Depart 
ment  of  Railways  and  Canab  for  ticket- 
ing passengers  and  billing  freight  over 
the  Quebec,  Montreal  and  Occidental 
Railway,  so  as  to  connect  with  the  In- 
tercolonial Railway ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
any  such  arrangement  is  contemplated  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  no  such  arrangements  had  been 
made,  nor  was  it  contemplated  to  make 
any. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  was  very  sorry  to 
hear  the  announcement  of  the  leader  of 
the  House,  as  he  thought  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  very  great  inteiest  to  the  Mari- 
time Provinces,  and  especially  to  those 
of  them  who  had  to  come  to  Ottawa,  if 
some  arrangements  were  made  whereby 
through  tickets  could  be  obtained  oyer 
the  Intercolonial  and  North  Shore  Rail- 
ways. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
the  arrangements  should  be  made  between 
the  managers  of  the  roads,  and  not  by 
the  Government,  There  was  another 
route  to  Ottawa,  over  the  Grand  Trunk, 
and  it  was  for  the  passenger  to  choose  for 
himself  which  route  he  should  take.  The 
Government  desired  to  hold  an  even  hand 
4n  the  matter. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  at  the  pres- 
ent time  a  passenger  could  go  into  any  of 
the  Govermnent  railway  offices  in  Hali- 
fax and  purchase  a  through  ticket  over 
the  Intercolonial  and  Grand  Trunk,  and 
why  not  extend  the  same  privilege  to  the 
North  Shore  roads  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  could 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  on 
the  same  footing.  * 

Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE  had  un- 
derstood that  some  arrangements  were 
being  made  between  the  officers  of  the 
Intercolonial  and  the  Korbh  Shore  Rail- 
ways, by  which  through  tickets  by  that 
Hoft.  Mr,  Dever. 


route  would  be  issued.  Heretofore,  the 
difficulty  had  been  the  want  of  facilities 
for  transferring  passengers  across  the 
river  at  Quebec. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
he  might  have  been  wrong  in  stating 
that  nothing  had  been  done,  as  Mr.  Pot- 
tinger,  the  manager  of  the  Intercolonial, 
had  the  power  to  make  such  an  arrange- 
ment if  he  saw  fit. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  thought  it 
was  well  that  the  attention  of  the 
Ministry  should  be  called  to  the  mat- 
ter. If  the  arrangement  suggested 
could  be  made,  it  would  be  a 
great  convenience  to  the  people  of  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  who  were  obliged 
to  come  to  Montreal  or  other  points 
further"  west.  Under  the  present  ar- 
rangement, travellers  were  obliged  to 
travel  by  night,-  whereas,  if  the  North 
Shore  route  could  be  availed  of,  the 
traveller,  on  arriving  at  Quebec  from 
Halifax,  could  stop  in  that  city  over  night 
and  come  on  next  day,  and  be  at  Ottawa 
as  soon  as  if  he  had  travelled  all  night 
by  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway. 

Hon.  Mr.  BELLEROSE  oonsideied 
that  this  arrangement  should  not  be  left 
to  the  will  of  the  Superintendent ;  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  look 
after  it,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance to  Quebec  as  well  as  to  the 
Maritime  Provinces.  He  hoped  that  the 
G6vemment  would  see  to  this  matter  as 
soon  as  poissibla 

The  subject  then  dropped. 


THIRD  READING. 

Bill  (57)  "  An  Act  to  amend  and 
consolidate  the  several  Acts  relating  to 
the  North-West  Territories,'*  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed,  without 
debate. 


THB  PRIHTINa  OF  PARLIAMBNT. 
THIBTBENTH    BEPOBT. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  thirteenth  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Commons  on  the  Printing  of 
Parliament. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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CONTINGENT  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE 
SENATE. 

FOURTH    REPORT. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been  read 
for  the  consideration  of  the  fourth  report 
ot  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  Contingent 
Accounts  of  the  Senate, 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said:  Before 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  I 
should  like  to  ask  my  hon.  friend  from 
Amharat  whether  he  intends  to  move  a 
reconsideration  of  it  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  (;iven  notice  ) 

Hon.  Mr.  Die  KEY— There  is  a  notice 
on  the  paper,  given  by  myself,  that  the 
report  be  referred  back  to  Committee  for 
the  purpose  of  striking  out  one  clause 
relating  to  an  increase  in  the  saJaiy  of 
one  of  the  employes  of  the  Senate.  I  gave 
that  notixse  with  very  great  regret,  because 
^he  person  whom  it  a£^ts  is  a  gentleman 
coming  from  my  own  Province,  and,  of 
.course,  it  must  be  said  I  was  disin- 
terested in  giving  that  notice,  having 
always  stood  up  for  giving  the  people 
of  the  Maritime  Provinces  a  fair 
consideration  in  the  employment  of  offi- 
cers of  this  House.  At  the  same  time, 
I  cQ,n8idered  that,  if  any  officer  in  that 
class  to  which  he  belongs  is  entitled  to 
consideration,  he  certainly  deserves  it 
better  than  any  other,  as  he  is  eminent- 
ly qualified  for  the  position,  and  has 
proved  it  by  many  acts  of  service.  My 
K>bject  in  giving  this  notice  and  making 
thLs  motion  was  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting any  increases,  from  time  to  time, 
in  the  salaries  of  our  employes.  That  is 
a  point  on  which  I  may  or  may  not  be 
right,  but,  at  all  events,  I  insist  upon 
acting  on  that  principle.  I  may  say  that 
the  increase,  $100,  is  the  smallest  pos- 
sible amount  that  can  be  named  as  an 
increase,  and  I  think,  even  with  it,  he 
will  be  placed  in  a  position  very  little 
above  bome  of  the  messengers  of  the 
House  as  regards  salary,  though  he  is  a 
man  of  education  and  capacity,  and  well 
qualified  to  fill  the  situation  which  he 
occupies.  If  I  can  get  any  assurance 
that  this  is  not  to  be  made  a  preoedent 
for  other  increases,  I  will  not  press  my 
motion. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  have  no  hesi- 
tation, so  far  as  I  am  concerned  myself, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  in  giving 
Hon.  Mr,  Simpson, 


ray  hon.  friend  all  the  assurance  I  can  give 
him  that  this  increase  is  noc  to  be  made 
a  precedent.  At  the  same  time,  when  the 
Committee  agreed,  by  a  majority  of  oni*, 
to  incre^e  the  salary  of  this  officer  (I 
am  quite  unacquainted  with  the  indivi- 
dual myself,  and  have  no  special  reason 
for  advocating  his  claim),  it  was  repre- 
sented to  me  by  several  gentlemen,  not 
on  the  same  side  of  politics  as  those 
gentlemen  who  placed  that  clerk  in  his 
present  position,  that  he  was  a  merito- 
rious public  officer,  and  that  his  salary 
was  exceptionally  small  in  compaiison 
to  those  of  other  officers  of  the  House.  I 
think,  myself,  that  that  statement  was 
correct,  and  I  did  what  I  would  not 
have  done  under  any  other  circumstances, 
because  I  allowed  the  increase  of  salary 
to  be  carried  by  my  own  vote  as  Chair- 
man, which  is  not,  I  admit,  a  very 
usual  thing  for  the  Chairman  of  the 
Contingent  Committee  to  do.  I  was  not 
aware,  and  I  am  not  aware  now,  that  the 
officer  alluded  to  is  a  Nova  Scotian.  I 
was  under  the  impression,  and  am  still, 
that  we  have  no  Nova  Scotian  in  the 
service  of  this  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  undei-stood 
that  Mr.  Soutter  last  came  from  Nova 
Scotia. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— That  maybe, 
but  our  Province  is  not  represented  in  the 
service  of  this  House  at  all,  and  in  that 
respect  we  are  not  any  worse  off  than  in 
the  other  branches  of  the  public  service 
at  the  seat  of  Government.  Oui*s  is  the 
only  province,  for  instance,  of  the  four  old 
provinces  of  the  Dominion,  that  has  not 
a  deputy  minister  in  the  public  service. 
The  other  three  provinces  monopolize  all 
those  and  other  positions  in  the  Civil 
Service.  Owing,  perhaps,  to  the  unfor- 
tunate circumstances  attending  the 
initiation  of  Confederation,  Nova  Scotia 
has  never  received  a  fair  representation 
in  the  Civil  Service.  The  report  which 
I  am  about  to  ask  the  House  to  adopt 
contains  two  clauses. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— I  might,  per 
haps,  best  consult  the  feelings  of  the 
House,  at  this  stage,  by  not  pressing  the 
amendment  of  which  I  have  given 
notice. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— The  first  clause 
proposes  an  increase  to  Mr.  Soutter's 
salary,  and  will  meet  the  approval  of  the 
33 
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House.  The  second  clause  is  one  of  more 
importance,  and  refers  to  a  subject  which 
has  excited  a  good  deal  of  discussion  in 
this  House,  as  will  be  in  the  recollection 
of  hon.  gentlemen  who  listen  to  me.  I 
mean  the  question  of  some  members'  in- 
demnity. The  Contingent  Committee, 
to  which  the  matter  was  referred, 
thought  the  most  advisable  way  to  deal 
with  the  subject  was  to  refer  it  to  a  sub- 
committee, consisting  of  some  of  the 
most  experienced  and  leading  members 
of  the  Contingent  Committee,  of  whom 
the  late  Speaker,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Botsford, 
was  Chairman,  who  made  a  report,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted.  It  was  as 
follows  : — 

«  The  Clerk  of  the  Senate  having,  in  com. 
pliance  with  the  instruction  given  to  him  by 
your  honorable  House,  on  the  14th  of  April 
last,  prepared  for  the  use  of  your  Committee, 
and  laid  before  your  Committee,  a  full  state- 
ment  of  all  sums  paid  to  members  of  your 
honorable  House  for  sessional  indemnity  and 
mileage  since  1867,  inclusive,  your  Commit- 
tee have  investigated  the  same,  and  find  that 
the  practice  bf  the  Senate  is  for  the  Clerk  to 
make  up  a  statement  of  the  attendance  of  and 
indemnity  payable  to  each  member;  that,  in  pre 
paring  these  statements,  the  Clerk  has  always 
included  Saturdays,  Sundays,  Easter  and  other 
holidays  occurring  after  the  member's  first 
attendance ;  that  in  several  cases  these  days 
have  made  up  a  sessional  attendance,  from 
which  absent  sitting-days  are  deducted,  and 
the  indemnity  calculated  accordingly;  that 
this  is  the  mode  of  reckoning  prescribed  by 
the  Indemnity  Act,  and  has  been  puTSued 
ewr  since  Ooafederattoa  in  boih  H«uim  •f 
Parliament,  under  the  direction  of  the  seTeial 
successive  Speakers  thereof,  and  is  supported 
by  the  opinion  of  the  I>eputy  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice ;  and  that  no  member  of  the  Senate  has 
received  more  than  the  law  strictly  entitled 
him  to  receive." 

I  wish  to  offer  no  oomments  just  now 
upon  this  report.  I  presume  it  will  be 
adopted  without  any  further  discussion, 
as  the  matter  has  been  very  fully  debated 
already.  I  shall,  therefore,  simply  move 
that  the  report  be  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN — On  the  several 
oocasions  when  the  matter  referred  to  in 
the  report  which  has  jr.st  been  sub- 
mitted was  brought  before  the  House 
by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock 
(Mr.  Alexander),  I  refrained  from 
saying  anything,  although  it  was 
very  evident  that,  while  the  hon.  the 
Minister  of  Militia  was  the  real  object  of 
the  hon.  Senator's  attack,  ha  (Sir 
Alexander  Campbell)  was  to  be  hit  over 
Mon.  Mr.  Miller. 


my  shoulders;  and,  therefore,  I  was. 
aimed  at,  though  not  actually  named,  in 
the  notices  of  motion  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  placed,  or,  rather,  endeavor- 
ed to  have  placed,  from  time  to  time,  on 
the  Minutes  of  the  House.  I  did  not 
think  it  worth  while,  however,  to  take 
anv  notice,  either  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
speeches,  or  of  his  resolutions.  The^ 
explanations  given  by  the  Minister  of 
Militia,  which  will  be  fresh  in  the  miuda 
of  the  House,  in  his  speech  in  moving 
for  the  reference  on  which  the  Committee 
have  now  reported,  had  shewn  how  un- 
founded the  hon.  gentleman's  charges 
were,  and  I  scarcely  consider  it  neoea- 
sary  now,  as  ^e  report  really 
speaks  for  itself,  to  say  anything 
on  the  subject.  It  may  be  as  well,  how- 
ever, in  order  to  prevent  erroneous  impress 
sions  that  may  be  sought  to  be  created 
outside  of  the  House,  to  briefly  recapitu- 
late the  circumstances  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  which  have  been 
already  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  the  Min- 
ister of  Militia.  I  came  down  at 
the  beginning  of  tlie  session  of  1877  to 
attend  to  my  parliamentary  duties  as 
usual,  intending  to  remain  here  for  the 
session,  when,  in  the  beginning  of 
March,  I  received  a  cable  message  from 
rtaly,  informing  me  of  the  very  alarming 
illness  of  a  member  of  my  family.  I 
left  Ottawa  immediately,  and  sailed 
shortly  afterwards  for  Europe,  and  did 
not  return  to  this  country  until  the  fol- 
lowing autumn.  At  the  close  of  the 
session,  the  Minister  of  Militia,  acting 
on  my  behalf,  received  from  the  Clerk  of 
the  Senate  my  indemnity,  according  to 
the  statement  furnished  by  that  officer, 
in  the  usual  way.  This,  hon.  gentle- 
men will  remember,  was  in  1877.  The 
first  time  I  ever  heard  of  the  state- 
ment being  questioned  in  any  way 
was  just  at  the  close  of  last  session  of 
Parliament,  when  I  was  informed  by  a 
member  of  the  Contingencies  Committee 
that  attention  had  been  called  to  the  in- 
demnity paid  to  certain  members  in 
1877,  and  that  my  name'  had  also  been 
alluded  to,  the  gentlemen  more  imm»> 
diately  aimed  at  being  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House — one  of  them,  a  gentle- 
man whom,  I  deeply  regret  to  say,  we 
shall  probably  never  see  in  his  place 
again.  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  at 
this   information,  but,  having  had  no- 
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thing  to  do  with  the  settlement  of  that 
particular  year,  I  naturally  went  at  once 
to  my  friend,  the  hon.  Minister  of 
Militia,  who  had  been  kind  enough  to 
act  for  me,  and,  in  reply  to  my  question, 
he  informed  me  that  he  had  settled  with 
the  Clerk  in  the  usual  manner  on  the 
statement  furnished  by  that  officer,  but 
as  he  (Sir  Alex.  Campbell)  was  not  act- 
ing  for  himself,  he  had  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  satisfy  liimself  that  that  state- 
ment was  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
practice  of  both  Houses  and  the  opinions 
of  the  respective  Speakers  given  at  vari- 
ous times  for  the  guidance  of  the  Clerk, 
and  with  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Clerk 
of  the  Commons,  which  also  had  been 
had,  and  that  all  these  opinions  were 
fyled  in  the  Clerk's  office,  and  could  be 
seen  hj  anyone  who  desired  to  examine 
them.  Of  course,  on  receiving  this  in- 
formation, I  gave  myself  no  further  con- 
cern on  the  matter,  nor  did  I  hear  any- 
thing more  about  the  matter  until  now, 
in  1880, 1  find  myself  singled  out  firom 
the  whole  House,  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Woodstock,  and  made  the  subject 
of  his  persistent  attacks  for  an  indemnity 
paid  to  me  three  years  ag«,  strictlj  in 
accordance  with  the  ^fmctice  of  both 
Houses  and  the  Statute  under  which  the 
indemnity  is  paid.  The  House  is  now 
fully  aware  of  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee^ 
as  it  hais  been  submitted,  is  as  clear  and 
complete  as  can  be.  The  course  pursued 
in  mf  case  in  1877  was  precisely  the 
same  as  that  followed  in  every  other 
case,  under  the  same  circumstances,  since 
Confederation — ^I  believe  some  thirty  or 
forty  instances  in  all — and,  therefore,  I 
think  I  shall  have  the  entire  cencurrence 
of  hen.  gentlemen  when  I  say  that  there 
has  been  nothing  to  justify  the  (tensive 
attacks  which  the  hem.  Senator  from 
Woodstock  has  thought  fit  tO'  make  both 
on  me  and  on  the  hon.  the  Minister  of 
Militia  in  connection  with  this  matter. 

Hon.  Mr.  FBLLETIER— As  a  rule, 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  increasing  salaries, 
but  this  is  a  question  of  justice.  I  do  not 
know  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  men- 
tioned in  the  first  clause  of  this  report^  but 
I  am  told  that  he  is  a  very  efficient  officer, 
azid,  if  his  services  are  required  at  all,  he 
ought  to  have  a  good  salary.  Nine 
hundred  dollars  a  year  is  only  a  very 
Hon,  Mr,  AUan. 


small  salary  for  an  educated  man  holding 
that  position. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  see,  by  the  report 
that  is  now  before  me,  that  it  was  unani- 
mous on  the  part  of  the  Committee. 
Notwithstanding  all  that,  I  must  beg 
leave,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  differ  from 
it.  I  am  aware  that  the  practice  baa  been 
carried  on  in  both  Houses,  of  taking  the 
full  amount  of  indemnity,  less  the  days 
the  parties  were  absent  from  the  House  . 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  session;  and| 
therefore,  the  first  notice  I  had  of  this 
matW  was  last  session,  when  I  went  to 
the  Committee,  as  hon.  gentlemen  are 
well  aware,  and  spoke  in  reference  to  it. 
I  was  then  told,  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  is  now  the  mover  of  this  report  that, 
it  was  accoi-ding  to  law.  He  sent  for  the 
Statutes,  and  read  the  law,  and  inter- 
preted it ;  but  that  did  not  satisfy  me. 
I  felt  inclined  to  differ,  and  I  still  feel 
inclined  to  differ  from  him  in  reference 
to  that  natter.  I  am  not  going  fully 
into  the  question  now,  but  i  may  say 
that  I  do  consider  it  is  wrong  that  mem- 
bers should  receive  indemnity  for  work 
that  they  have  not  donci;  consequently, 
I  shall  have  to  dissent  from  this  report. 
I  cannot  consent  to  allow  it  to  go  out  to 
the  country  that  it  was  adopted  unani- 
mously. I  think  that  I  am  taking  the 
proper  ground  in  order  to  sustain  the 
opinion  that  I  have  always  held  in  refei> 
ence  to  this  matter — an  opinion  which  I 
have  not  yet,  notwithstanding  all  that 
has  been  said  as  to  the  legality  of  the  Act, 
and  to  the  course  that  has  been  pursued 
*— that  it  is  not  right.  I  do  trust  that 
the  Government  will  take  it  upon  them- 
selves, during  the  recess,  to  prepare  a 
measure  so  to  amend  the  Act  of  Indem- 
nity at  the  next  session  that  there  can  be 
no  mistake  in  reference  to  it.  As  it 
stands  at  preaant,  it  leaves  a  doubt  with 
many.  Of  course,  with  all  due  regard 
and  deference  to  the  opinions  of  legal 
gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  Houses 
we,  who  are  not  lawyers,  have  the  liberty 
of  thinking  and  speaking  for  ourselves  ; 
and  I  do  not,  for  one,  feel  inclined  to 
have  it  go  out  to  the  country  that  we 
have  saactioned  this  report  in  the 
position  in  which  it  now  stands, 

Bon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  said  that, 
after  the  violent  discussions  which  this 
subject  had  called  forth,  it  would  be  un- 
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wise  to  say  anything  further  than  that 
he  dissented  emphatically  fix)m  the  report 
of  the  Committee.  They  would  take  the 
responsibility  of  their  course  of  action, 
while  he  took  the  responsibility  of  his. 
The  hon.  member  from  Amherst  (Mr. 
Dickey)  had  withdrawn  his  motion,  which 
had  been  pat  on  the  notice  paper,  object- 
ing to  gmnt  one  hundred  dollars  ad- 
ditional to  a  clerk's  salary.  Such  a  motion 
would  hg^ve  come  very  consistently,  upon 
grounds  of  patriotic  economy,  from  the 
Senator  from  Amherst,  who,  as  a  member 
of  the  Contingent  Committee,  had  ap- 
proved, sanctioned  and  endorsed  the 
construction  of  the  Indemnity  Law, 
allowing  members  to  take  six  or  seven 
hundred  dollars  for  twelve  days'  attend- 
ance. The  hon.  Senator  was  a  gentleman 
of  high,  consistent  and  patriotic  senti- 
ments and  principles.  He  looked  at  such 
questions  from  the  lawyer's  standpoint, 
and  he  was  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
high  principle  which  governed  his  course. 

Hon.  Mr.  TRXTDEL— It  is,  perhaps, 
unmece?sary  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  convince  the 
House  that  this  report  should  be  adopted ; 
but  we  cannot  forget  that  his  utterances 
will  go  to  the  public,  and  they  should  be 
accompanied  by  some  words  in  explana- 
tion of  them.  For  my  own  part,  I  never 
could  conceive  how  there  could  be  a 
doubt  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
law  as  it  stands,  whatever  differences  of 
opinion  there  might  be  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  amending  it.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Minister  of  Militia  to  have 
interpreted  the  Act  im  any  other  way,  or 
the  Committee  to  have  arrived  at  any 
other  conclusion  than  their  report  con- 
tained. The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Alex- 
ander) has  fallen  into  error  through  a 
mistaken  notion  that  our  services  here 
should  be  computed  as  so  many  days' 
work.  The  character  and  social  position 
of  members  of  this  House,  and  the  ser- 
vices rendered  by  them,  are  certainly 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  Uie  position  and 
duties  of  the  judiciary,  yet  who  would 
dream  of  treating  judges  in  that  way)  It 
often  happens,  in  remote  districts,  that 
there  is  mot  a  case,  civil  or  criminal  be, 
fore  a  judge  in  a  term.  What  would  the 
public  think,  or  the  judges  say,  if  we 
should  propose  to  reduce  their  salaries 
because  they  do  not  ait  a  certain  number 
Hon,  Mr,  Alexander, 


of  days  ]  Members  of  the  Senate  are 
not  to  be  treated  as  if  they  were  com- 
mon laborers.  Their  indemnity  is  a  very 
small  one  in  view  of  the  important  ser- 
vices that  they  render  to  the  country. 
We  have  to  take  the  law  as  it  stands, 
but  I  contend  that,  even  as  a  matter  of 
equity,  there  would  be  no  impropriety 
in  paying  the  full  indemnity  to  a  mem- 
ber who  has  sat  but  a  few  days  during 
the  session,  because  one  man  may  render 
more  important  services  at  one  sitting  of 
the  House  than  another  could  during  his 
whole  life.  Viewed  in  this  light,  there 
is  no  injustice  done  uniier  the  law,  and  1 
think  it  is  a  pity  that  reflections  have 
been  cast  upon  members  of  this  House 
and  statements  sent  abroad  leading  the 
pu]>lic  to  believe  that  Senators  have  re- 
ceived money  for  services  which  they 
did  not  render. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  always 
desire,  if  possible,  to  concur  in  the  reports 
of  select  cemraittees  of  this  House,  be- 
cause we  may  fairly  assume  that  the 
members  who  form  those  copmmittees 
have  given  their  most  careful  attention 
to  the  subjects  refeiTed  to  them,  but  I 
must  say  that  -  the  I'eport  of  the  Select 
Committee  upon  this  matter  does  not 
satisfy  me.  It  does  not  touch  so  fully 
upon  this  subject  as  it  should  have  done. 
I  am  not  disposed  to  cast  blame  upon  any 
member  ;  in  fact,  I  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  I  acquit  any  member  of  blame  or 
responsibility  for  accepting  the  amount 
of  indemnity  handed  to  him  by  the  Clerk, 
who  alone  is  responsible  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  accounts  are  kept.  But  I 
do  think  that,  under  the  circumstances 
which  have  been  laid  before  this  Com- 
mittee, it  was  incumbent  uponthem,if  they 
did  not  already  possess  the  power,  to  come 
before  the  Senate  for  increased  powers  to 
enable  them  to  make  some  recommenda- 
tion to  meet  the  difficulties  which  have 
been  so  frequently  allude^  to  during  thd 
present  session  of  Parliament.  I  would 
just  point  to  some  of  the  incongruities 
which  may  arise  under  the  present  law. 
For  instance,  a  case  has  been  referred  to 
of  a  gentleman  who  served  eight  or  ten 
days  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  and 
received  $600  at  the  end  of  it,  while 
other  members,  who  had  been  detained 
in  their  own  Province  by  the  meeting  of 
the  Local  Legislature,  until  the  session 
of     this     Parliament     was     somewhat 
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advanced,  but  who  came  in  time  to  bear 
the  heat  jukI  burden  of  the  day,  received 
only  $10  per  diem  for  every  day  that 
they  attended.  Such  an  incongruity 
could  never  have  been  contemplated  by 
the  framers  of  the  law,  and  it  afibrds 
good  grounds  for  amending  the  Act.  I 
hope  that  another  session  will  not  be 
allowed  to  pass  witbomt  action  being 
taken  to  remove  those  incongruities. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — ^I  recognize  the 
weifj^htof  the  statement  that  has  just 
been  made  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Prince  Edwaixi  Island,  but  I  cannot  see 
how  it  can  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  which  simply 
makes  known  to  us  certain  things  that 
have  actually  occurred.  Unless  we  are 
prepared  to  say  that  the  facts  submitted 
in  this  report  do  not  exist  and  never  did 
occur,  I  do  not  see  how  we  can,  with 
any  propriety,  refuse  to  accept  it.  If  it 
contained  anything  distasteful  to  us,  I 
could  understand  why  it  should  \m 
rejected.  I  can  understand  that  it  should 
have  contained  a  recommendation  if  the 
Committee  had  been  instructed  to  make 
one.  It  is  quite  clear  to  me,  from  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  and  from  what  has 
been  said  in  this  House,  that  there  was 
nothing  done  to  justify  the  very  serious 
charges  which  have  been  made  in  this 
House,  and  outside  of  it,  against  the 
character  of  a  meaiber  of  this  body.  He 
was  accused  of  "  stealing." 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEX ANDER- Order  1 
order ! 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— The  word  "  steal- 
ing "  was  used  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Woodstock,  and  applied  to  an  hon. 
gentleman  who  received  this  indemnity. 
Unquestionably,  such  a  charge  was  made, 
and  I  say  that  when  the  report  of  the 
Committee  tells  us  clearly  and  distinctly 
the  whole  process  by  which  this  matter 
has  been  managed,  ever  since  Confedera- 
tion and  prior  to  1867 ;  when  it  says 
that  no  Senator  has  ever  received  more 
than  the  law  strictly  entitled  him  to 
receive,  I  do  contend  that  it  should 
be  unanimous!)'  adopted  by  the  Senate. 
I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  law 
has  operated  unjustly  —  that  it  is  not 
right  that  a  member  who  attends  dur- 
ing the  last  three  or  four  weeks 
of  the  session,  when  most  of  the  business 
of  the  Senate  is  transacted,  should  re- 
i/on.  Mr.  Haythome, 


ceive  less  than  a  man  who  only  comes 
for  two  or  three  days  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session  ;  but  that  is  in  the  law,  and 
not  in  the  administration  qf  it.  The 
Clerk  of  this  House  and  the  hon.  gentle- 
men who  have  made  up  these  accounts 
are  perfectly  justified  in  acting  as  they 
have  done,  and  no  roan  can  point  at 
them  the  finsc^r  of  scorn  and  say  that 
they  have  been  guilty  of  any  impro- 
priety. Whether  it  is  a  ^natter  that  the 
Government  should  take  hold  of,  I  can- 
not say,  but  any  member  of  Parliament 
who  considered  the  law  oppressive  could 
introduce  an  amendment  to  it. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Net 
in  this  Chamber. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— That  would  not 
be  imposing  taxes  ;  it  would  be  relieving 
the  people  of  taxation.  But,  if  the  hon. 
gentjeman  cannot  introdtice  a  bill,  he 
can,  by  resolution,  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore Parliament.  I  sympathize  with 
those  who  desire  to  have  the  law 
changed,  and,  if  they  had  acted  in  the 
way  I  have  suggested,  I  should  have 
supported  them,  but  to  heap  all  the 
blame  on  innocent  shoulders  is  some- 
thing that  I  cannot  sanction  by  my  vote. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
cannot  refrain  from  saying  a  few  words 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  presenting  of 
this  report.  I  think  that  something 
more  and  different  should  have  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock, 
than  an  expression  that  he  protested 
against  the  repoi*t.  We  should  have  had 
from  him,  I  think,  some  estpression  of 
regret  for  the  language  which  he  has 
used  on  several  occasions,  when  we 
thought  he  was  ill-informed  on  the  law 
and  the  usage'in  this  and  the  other  House 
in  reference  to  this  subject.  The  Senate 
will  remember  that  fi-om  time  to  time 
when  this  question  has  been  up,  not  only 
were  the  hon.  gentleman  from  York  and 
myself  assailed,  in  language  which  I 
will  not  repeat,  but  towards  all  the 
members  of  this  House  who  had  acted 
under  the  law, and  who  had  taken  no  more 
than  the  Indemnity  Act  authorized  them 
to  receive,  was  applied  the  language  to 
which  attention  has  just  been  drawn  by 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Samia  (Mr.  Vidal). 
After  addressing  such  language  to  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  and  after  an  investi- 
gation  has   been  held,   and  it  is  amply 
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established  that  not  oalj  was  the  expla- 
nation which  I  gave  the  other  day  per- 
fectly correct,  but  that  there  are  as  many 
as  thirty  or  forty  cases  since  Confedera- 
tion, in  this  House  alone,  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  undoubted  rule  of  law — the 
hon.  gentleman  offers  no  apology  for  his 
vile  attacks  upon  members  of  this  House 
— but  protests  against  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  and,  in  effect,  repeats  his 
original,  untrue  and  injurious  accusa- 
tions. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— There  is  a  mis- 
apprehension with  regard  to  that.  A 
number  of  cases  included  in  the  thirty  or 
forty  referred  to  are  made  up  in  this  way 
— for  instance,  supposing  the  House  to 
sit  forty  days,  and  a  member  to  have  at- 
tended the  full  forty  days  from  the  open- 
ing to  the  close  of  the  House,  he  may  or 
may  not  have  made  his  thirty  or  thirty- 
one  sitting  days,  there  may  be  only 
twenty-nine  sitting  days,  but  he  receives 
his  indemnity.  The  law  is  clear  with 
regard  to  such  cases. 

Hon.  Sir.  ALEX.  CAMPBELL—It 
includes  those  cases,  but  there  are  many 
others  affecting  membera  on  both  sides  of 
this  House.  It  was  with  r«forence  to  a 
member  of  this  House  whose  illness  we 
now  deeply  depJore,  that  the  hon.  Sena- 
tor first  used  this  language,  and  it  is 
within  my  knowledge,and  of  friends  who 
have  told  me,  that  newspapers  have  been 
constantly  brought  to  the  bedside  of  that 
hon.  gentleman,  and  within  human  pro- 
bability that  these  attacks  of  the  Senator 
from  Woodstock  have  increased  the  pain 
of  his  illness;  and  not  only  has  he 
spoken  thus  of  the  hon.  gendeman  to 
whom  I  refer,  and  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Kigaud,  not  now  in  his 
place,  but  with  reference  to  all  those 
referred  to  in  the  report  under  consid- 
eration, some  thirty  or  forty  who  acted 
on  the  principle  which  the  report  under 
consideration  declares  to  be  correct,  and 
l^al,  and  of  invariable  use  in  both 
Houses.  The  statement  which  the  Clerk 
makes  out  is  in  the  due  and  proper  exer- 
cise of  his  functions,  which  he  is  obliged 
to  make  out  under  the  law,  and  has  been 
universally  acted  upon  in  both  Houses, 
and  because  thirty  or  forty  members  of 
thia  House  have  acted  under  the  law 
and  adopted  the  returns  made  out  for 
them  by  the  Clerk  and  accepted  the  in- 
Eon,  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


demnity  they  were  entitled  to,  they 
and  our  colleague  who  is  ill  have  been 
stigmatized  in  this  offensive  manner,  and 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Woodstock, 
now  that,  even  to  his  comprehension,  all 
is  made  clear,  instead  of  telling  us  that 
he  is  sorry,  and  regretting  the  error  into 
which  he  had  fallen,  reiterates  his  accusa- 
tions. He  should  hide  his  head  as  a 
slanderer. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order.  The  hon.  gentleman  is 
using  unparliamentary  language. 

Hon.    Sir    ALEX.     CAMPBELL— 
Who  can  apply  parliimentary  language 
.  to  conduct  such  as  that  of  the  hon.  gen- 
I  tleman,  who  has  almost  put  himself  out- 
side the  pale  of  propriety  of  language  ! 
I  But  I  will  endeavor  not  to  overstep  its 
,  bounds.     We  have  been  told  that,  in  the 
!  corridors    of  the   House    and    on    the 
streets,    the  hoiL   gentleman  has   been 
repeating  the  slanders  which  he  had  the 
I  assurance  to  make  in  the  House. 

I      Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER--I  rise  to 
'  a  point  of  order.*  The   hon.    gentleman 
has  no  right  to  refer  to  rumors  outside  of 
.  this  Parliament  that  he  cannot  prove. 

j  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— He  has  a  per- 
fect right. 

The  SPEAKER— The  hon.  gentle- 
man has  a  perfect  right  to  refer  to 
rumors  that  he  has  heard. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
These  stories  were  told  in  the  lobbies  of 
this  House,  and  in  the  Russell  Hoiuse, 
and  to  everybody  in  the  streets  whom 
the  hon.  gentleman  could  get  to  listen  to 
him.  He  hajs  gone  about  making  it  his 
business  to  revile  me  and  those  hon. 
gentlemen  in  this  House  who  have  done 
nothing  except  comply  with  the  law.  It 
is  well  known,  and  I  have  heard  it  men- 
tioned by  members  on  both  sides  of  me, 
that  the  story  has  been  reiterated  again 
and  again,  to  members  of  this  House  and 
to  everybody  who  could  be  "  buttoned- 
holed  "  by  the  hon.  member  to  listen  to 
them,  and  an  unceasing  attempt  has  been 
made  to  pursuade  them  that  some  great 
wrong  and  offence  has  been  done  with 
reference  to  indemnities.  When  this 
very  rej)ort  was  brought  in,Baying  in  con- 
cise and  plain  language,  that  nobody 
has  done  anything  improper  or  illegal, 
wJ.at   did  we  hear  ?     Those  hon.  gentle- 
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men  who  sit  near  me,  and  who  are  an- 
noyed by  the  neighborhood  of  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Woodstock,  heard  him 
state  that  it  was  a  *' whitewashing  re- 
port" 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER -Hear, 
hear. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Is 
that  language  that  should  be  held  here 
by  a  member  when  a  report  such  as  this 
is  brought  in  )  when,  if  he  had  any  right 
feeling,  the  hon.  member  would  have 
taken  the  lirst  occasion  to  express  his 
regret,  and  have  said  "  I  am  sorry ;  I 
have  misinterpreted  the  law  and  said, 
inside  and  outside  of  the  House,  injurious 
things  of  my  colleagues  which  I  will 
say  no  more."  This  waa  the  language 
that  he  should  have  used,  instead  of 
pursuing  the  slanderous  course  which  he 
has  taken  during  the  session,  making,  as 
the  House  knows  he  has  done,  this 
House  uncomfortable,  and  himself  a 
nuisance. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order.  I  ask  that  the  words 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  be  taken  down. 
He  says  that  a  member  of  thb  House  is  a 
nuisance  when  acting  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— My 
words  need  not  be  taken  down;  I  re- 
tract them.  Instead  of  saying  ''  a 
nuisance,"  I  will  say  making  himself  ex- 
ceedingly dis.agreeable.  That  is  parlia- 
mentary enough.  His  course  has  been 
not  only  disagreeable,  but  it  has  been 
silly  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  ses- 
sion. What  have  we  seen  here  from  day 
to  day  )  'The  very  first  measure  which 
■came  up  this  session  was  the  Militia 
Bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  give  to 
the  guard  of  honor  which  attends  the 
representative  of  our  Sovereign  the 
legal  powers  necessary  to  preserve  order 
in  case  of  any  difficulty.  What  did  the 
hon.  gentleman  do  t  Opposed  the  Bill 
and  characterized  it — ^iii  his  poverty  of 
If^guage  and  poverty  of  thought— as 
"  such  a  bill  1"  He  was  unable  to  find 
any  objection. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order.  The  hon.  gentlemen  is 
not  speaking  to  the  question :  he  is 
•dragging  in  outside  issues. 

Hon.    Sir    ALEX.    CAMPBELL— 
I  am  describing  the  course  that  the  hon. 
Hon.  Sir  Alex,  CampbeU, 


gentleman  has  pursued  from  the  beginning 
of  the  session.  When  his  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  object  of  the  Bill  by  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Amherst,  he  even 
then  seemed  Incapable  of  understanding 
it,  and  came  in  with  explanations  which 
were  foolish  and  inappropriate,  as  his 
explanations  always  are.  The  next 
occasion  was  the  resolution  acceding  to 
the  request  of  the  House  of  Commons 
for  a  return  of  the  indemnities  paid  to 
members  for  the  year  1879,  taking  the 
very  words  of  the  request  just  as  the 
House  of  Commons  made  it.  What  did 
the  hon.  gentleman  do  but  rise  and  say 
that  he  took  ''the  responsibility  of 
opposing  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Minister  of  Militia."  He  take  the  re- 
sponsibility !  What  is  his  responsibility, 
mentally  or  any  other  wayl  He 
opposed  what  9  He  opposed  our  send- 
ing down  to  the  House  of  Commons 
the  very  information  which  he  has 
been  dragging  up  again  and  again 
to  the  annoyance  and  discomfort 
of  every  member  of  the  House ; 
that  is  what  he  took  the  responsibility  of 
opposing.  What  did  we  next  hear  ? 
With  reference  to  the  reporting  of  our 
debates,  when  the  hon.  Senator  from  Rich- 
mond drew  attention  to  tht  manner  in 
which  they  were  reported,  and  I  said 
something  in  furtherance  of  his  wish 
that  they  should  be  more  condensed,  the 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Alexander)  comes 
in  and,  in  his  blatant  way,  roars  at  me  : 
*'  Has  the  hon.  gentleman  anything  to 
conceal  f  What  could  I  have  to  conceal 
with  reference  to  the  debates  or  anything 
else  f  Qod  knows  if  the  hon.  member 
was  as  free  from  having  anything  to  con- 
ceal as  I  am,  he  would  be  exceedingly 
well  off  !  And  so  it  has  been  from  the 
beginning  of  the  session  until  now.  He 
talks  of  indemnity  not  having  been 
earned  by  members.  What  in  heaven 
has  he  ever  done  for  his  indemnity  9 
Has  he  ever  uttered  in  this  House  a  sen- 
sible idea  or  a  suggestion  of  value — any- 
thing that  anybody  has  profited  by  1 
Hon.  gentlemen  have  served  on  com* 
mittees  with  him  ;  does  anybpiy  know 
that  he  has  ever  been  anything  on  a 
Committee  but  an  annoyance  and  a  draw- 
back to  the  proceedings  1  Did  he  ever 
make  a  suggestion  that  was  worthy  of 
adoption  1  He  has  been  :is  useless  in 
committees  as  he  ha^  been  in  the  House, 
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and,  as  tie  hon.  Senator  opposite  (Mr. 
Trudel)  remarked,  a  member  may  servo 
here  from  hour  to  hour  and  day  to  day 
for  his  whole  lifetime  and  his  services 
would  not  be  worth  his  indemnity.  Such 
is  the  case  with  the  hon.  Senator.  And 
so  it  has  been  from  the  beginning  of  the 
hon.  gentleman's  career  in  Parliament. 
He  told  us  the  other  day  that  he  had 
been  twenty-two  years  in  public  life. 
He  should  have  said  minus  the  six  or 
seven  years  during  which  he  was  not  in 
Parliament  He  first  came  here  in  1873. 
l!)iat  he  is  here  now  to  vex  and  annoy 
the  House  he  owes  to  me  more  than  any- 
body. Do  I  not  recollect  the  Assembly 
at  Quebec  when  it  was  left  to  Mr. 
Brown — the  gentleman  he  has  been 
attacking  now,  and  whom  he  said  last 
session,  he  "  would  kill  "  with  reference 
to  this  very  indemnity. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER-^I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order — ^let  the  hon.  gentleman 
prove  his  statement. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
heard  it  last  session ;  let  the  hon.  gentle- 
man deny  it  if  he  dare  I 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  do  deny 
it.  Let  the  hon.  gentleman  verify  his  state- 
ment or  withdraw  it. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL-I 
was  told  that  he  said  so,  and  I  believe 
that  he  did,  and  I  think  I  could  readily 
establish  it.  I  remember  the  name  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  coming  up.  It  was 
left  to  Mr.  Brown,  leading  one  side,  Sir 
John  A.  Macdonald  leading  the  other, 
and  myself  as  representing  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  at  the  time,  to  select  the 
members  of  the  Council  who  should  be 
appointed  to  the  Senate. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDEEr— I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order.  What  has  this  to  do 
with  the  question  before  the  House  9  I 
ask  the  Speaker  to  decide  whether  my 
appointment  to  this  C/hamber  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  question  before  the 
Senate  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order  also.  The  hon.  gentleman 
has  a  right  to  mise  a  question  ot  order, 
but  if  the  Chair  rules  against  him,  as  it 
has  already  done  during  this  discussion, 
it  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  intimation  to 
him  that  his  points  of  order  are  not  well 
taken. 

Hon,  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER -I  call 
upon  the  Speaker  to  decide  \ 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD— The  hon. 
gentleman  should  point  out  the  rule  that 
has  been  violated. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDEPv— The  hon. 
gentleman  has  no  right  to  refer  to  the 
manner  in  which  I  was  appointed  to  this 
Chamber.  The  Government,  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  ejected  me  from  it, 
and  they  had  no  right  to  do  so. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
propose  to  go  on  with  my  remarks  until 
I  have  rebuked  the  hon.  member  as  far 
as  it  may  be  in  my  power.  His  name, 
because  it  begins  with  ''  A,"  stood  at 
the  head  of  the  list.  It  was  inconti- 
nently placed  at  the  bottom  of  it  by 
common  consent,  and  he  was  left  out  at 
Confederation.  It  was  simply  because  I 
had  sat  here  in  the  Legislative  Council 
some  yeai*s  with  him  that  I  asked  my 
colleagues  to  be  allowed  to  write  letters 
to  him  and  othe»  who  were  in  a  similar 
position,  to  assure  them  that  we  would 
give  them  seats  in  the  House  as  soon  as 
opporttmities  presented  themselves.  It 
was  out  of  good  feeling,  and  becaase  I 
had  sat  with  him  before,  that  I  wrote  to 
him. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Thank 
you. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— He 
says  "  thank  you  1"  and  he  ought  to  sa^ 
it.  One  reaaon  which  he  gave  me  why  he 
was  exceedingly  anxious  to  come  back 
to  the  House  was,  I  remember  well,  that 
he  might  have  more  influence  with  cer- 
tain classes  of  persons,  but  particularly 
with  itdlway  managers,  and,  will  the 
House  believe  iti  be  able  to  procure 
railway  passes  from  them !  This  was  tho^ 
exalted  ambition  with  which  the  hon. 
member  desired  to  enter  the  Senate.. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  rise  to 
a  question  of  order.  Is  this  House  to  be 
disgraced  by  the  leader  of  the  Govern^ 
ment  ?  He  is  di*agging  private  conver- 
sations into  this  debate,  and  inventing 
statements  besides.     It  is  disgraceful  ! 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
House  knows  \hsi,t  I  have  shewn  every 
forbearance  since  the  beginning  of  the 
session ;  that  if  I  erred,  it  has  been  on 
the  side  of  forbearance,  that  again  and 
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again  I  have  sat  sUently  here  when  the 
hon.  member  was  attacking  me  in  the 
vilest  and  most  insulting  manner.  He 
did  ui-ge  these  reasons  upon  me 
when  he  was  asking  me,  as  he  did  scores 
of  times,  to  have  him  appointed  to  the 
Senate. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  call  the 
hon.  gentleman  to  order  !  I  call  upon 
the  Speaker  to  do  his  duty.  He  is 
not  doing  his  duty,  and  I  will  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  whether  he  is  or 
not. 

The  SPEAKER—WiU  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman state  the  point  of  order  ) 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— The  point 
of  order  is  that  the  hon.  gentleman  is 
speaking  outside  of  the  question  al- 
together. What  right  has  he  to  drag 
private  conversations  into  this  dis- 
cussion 1 

Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY— I  do 
not  think  that  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Alexander)  has  a  right  to  accuse  the 
Speaker  of  not  doing  his  duty.  His 
words  should  be  taken  down  and  the 
doors  should  be  closed. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  ask  the 
Speaker  to  decide  whether  the  leader  of 
the  House  is  in  order  or  not. 

The  SPEAKER— It  is  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  Woodstock  who  is  out  of 
ordei*. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Will  the 
Speaker  decide  whether  the  leader  of 
the  Government  is  in  order  or  not  1  I 
will  take  the  sense  of  the  House.  There 
is  no  fair  play  ! 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Order  !  The 
hon.  gentleman  says,  alluding  to  the 
chair,  that  there  is  no  fair  play.  I  move 
that  his  words  be  taken  down.  The 
House  should  punish  such  conduct. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  —The 
Minister  of  Militia  causes  aU  the  scenes. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
Could  anything  be  more  untrue  1 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— He  has, 
ever  since  the  beginning  of  the  session. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— The 
House  knows  that  what  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman says  is  untrue. 

Ifon,  Sir  Alex.  iJampheU. 


The  SPEAKER- The  Hon.  Mr- 
Alexander  says  *•  there  is  no  fair  play/ 
alluding  to  the  Speaker  of  this  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— It  is  a  very 
unpleasant  position  to  be  placed  in  to- 
wards a  member  of  the  Senate,  to  require 
that  his  words  be  taken  down,  and  to 
ask  that  the  action  of  the  House  be 
taken  upon  it ;  but  I  fully  agree  with 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Prince  Edward 
Island  (Mr.  Montgomery)  that,  previous 
to  the  last  remarks,  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Woodstock  was  gi-ossly  insultins;  to  the 
Chair.  I  need  not  remind  the  House 
that  one  of  the  first  requisites  to  order  is 
respect  for  the  Chair,  and  one  of  the 
characteristics  which  distinguish,  more 
than  anything  else,  an  assemblage  of 
legislators  under  the  British  constitution, 
is  the  respect  which  is  manifested  to- 
wards the  presiding  officer.  The  hon. 
Senator  from  Woodstock  has,  on  two 
occasions,  used  language  towards  the 
Chair  which  calls  for  the  censure  of  tiio 
House.  On  the  first  he  was  rebuked  by 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Prince  Edward 
Island,  but  he  has  repeated  the  offence, 
and  remarked  that  there  was  no  fair 
play  from  the  Chair. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— The 
House  will  allow  me  to  explain 
that  I  appealed  to  the  Speaker  whether 
the  leader  of  the  House  was  out  of  order. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  The  hon.  gentleman 
has  no  right  to  refer  to  anything  but  the 
question  of  oi*der. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER—!  am  ex- 
plaining why  I  said  there  was  no  fair 
play.  Is  the  House  to  be  governed  by 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Richmond  1  He 
is  eternally  trampling  upon  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  members,  and  S)  leaking 
to  them  in  the  most  abusive  and  insult- 
ing manner. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  The  hon.  gentleman's 
language  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER— The  hon.  gentle- 
man is,  of  coui'se,  out  of  order.  H& 
should  confine  himself  to  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  pro- 
ceed to  state  why  I  said  there  was  no  fair 
play.     I  appealed  to  the  Speaker  of  this. 
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House  to  declare  from  the  Chair  whether 
the  leader  of  the  Government  was  in 
order  or  not,  in  discussing  the  manner  in 
which  I  was  appointed  to  this  House. 
In  my  judgment  it  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question.  The 
Speaker  does  not  decide  that 
point,  but  rules  that  I  am  out  of  order. 
I  did  not  saj  that  there  was  no  fair  play 
from  the  Speaker  ;  but  I  said  that  there 
was  no  fair  play.  The  member  from 
Bichmond  has  no  right  to  state  that  I 
refen*ed  to  the  Speaker,  and  he  shews  a 
bias  in  his  mind  when  he  attaches  to 
those  words  «'  the  Chair."  I  said  there 
was  no  fair  play  to  an  humble  member 
of  this  House.  The  hon.  gentleman 
knows  he  is  doing  me  a  wrong  in  adding 
those  words. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY—I  would  say  to 
the  hon.  member  who  has  just  sat  down 
that  he  magnifies  the  point,  probably 
from  the  excitement  under  which  he 
labors.  The  hon.  member,  in  interrupt- 
ing  the  Minister  of  Militia,  was  not  satis- 
fied with  that,  and  rising  to  a  point  of 
order,  but  he  pei-sisted  in  using  unpar- 
liamentary expressions.  Then,  when  he 
was  ruled  out  of  order,  he  committed  a 
breach  of  the  rules,  and,  when  called  to 
order  again,  he  used  these  expressions, 
that  he  could  get  no  fair  play.  We  are 
anticipating  a  little  in  this  Chamber.  It 
is  open  now  to  the  hon.  member  for 
Woodstock,  who  has  been  pronounced 
•out  of  order,  and  whose  words  have  been 
taken  down,  te  retract  those  words,  or 
apologize  for  them.  If  he  does  not  do  so, 
any  hon.  friend  will  be  justified  in  moving 
the  censure  of  the  House  upon  him,  and 
I  think  he  would  deserve  the  censure  of 
the  House  for  such  a  grave  offence. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXAJtTDER— I  have 
too  often  in  this  House  submitted  to  the 
two  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  (Mr.  Dickey 
and  Mr.  Miller),  as  if  they  were  the 
Senate.  Now,  if  the  House  thinks  that 
I  should  retract,  I  will  cheerfully  do  so  ; 
but  I  will  not  submit  to  the  dictation  of 
those  two  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  who 
are  always  against  me.  If  I  am  wrong, 
I  will  retract  at  once,  as  a  gentleman.  If 
1  have  used  unparliamentary  language, 
I  retract  it  cheerfully,  and  I  have  a  pride 
in  doing  so. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
iiave  but  little  more  to  add.  I  have 
Jlon  Mr,  Alexander, 


already  expressed  very  fully  my 
opinions  on  this  matter.  When  I  was 
interrupted,  I  was  telling  the  House  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman came  back  to  the  Senate ;  and, 
as  I  have  told  him,  he  owes  it  very  much 
to  me  that  he  is  here  now  to  vex  and 
annoy  us  by  his  malignant  folly ;  he  owes 
to  me  too — whom  he  has  been  slandering 
during  the  whole  session,  without  cause, 
untruthfully,  and  without  provocation — 
that  he  was  made  the  Postmaster  of  the 
town  in  which  he  lives. 


Hon.    Mr.    ALEXANDER 
again   to  a  qu^ion  of  order. 


-I  rise 
Is  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  to  allow  a  member 
to  go  on  transgressing  the  rules  of  the 
Senate)  I  call  upon  the  Speaker  to 
decide  the  question. 

Hon.    Sir    ALEX.    CAMPBELL— 

The  question  of  order  has  already  been 
decided. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Is  this 
transgression  of  the  rules  of  Pailiament 
to  be  allowed  ) 

The  SPEAKER— What  is  the  point  % 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— He  is 
travelling  outside  the  record. 

The  SPEAKER— The  question  before 
the  House  is  one  relating  to  the  indem- 
nity of  members,  and  it  affords  very  great 
scope  to  members  taking  part  in  the 
debate;  and  furthermore,  great  scope 
and  forbearance  are  extended  to  all  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  are  called  upon 
to  address  it,  particularly  upon  personal 
questions. 

Hon.  .  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL--I 
should  never  have  troubled  the  House  if 
the  hon.  Senator  had  offered  any  expres- 
sion of  regret  for  the  language  he  used 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  which  anyone 
of  good  feeling  could  not  have  refrained 
from  doing  when  this  most  clear  report, 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Committee 
on  Contingencies,  was  presented  to  the 
House.  I  repeat  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
is  much  indebted  to  me  for  his  seat 
in  this  House  and  in  the  other  respect  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  and  has  repaid  me, 
as  hon.  gentlemen  have  witnessed,  by 
slanders  in-doors  and  out  of  doors.  Many 
members  will  suppose,  from  the  persist- 
ent and  insulting  attacks  he  has  made 
upon  me  from  the  beginning  of  ^the  aes- 
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tdon  up  to  this  time,  that  some  ill-will 
had  arisen  between  ub  before  Parliament 
met.  1  have  taxed  xuy  memory  to  find 
if  anything  had  occurred  to  cause  it,  and 
I  declare  to  this  House,  and  everyone 
who  hears  me,  I  am  sure,  will  be  sur- 
prised to  know,  that  nothing  unpleasant 
has  ever  occurred  between  us,  much  less 
a  quarrel.  When  the  hon.  gentle- 
man came  down  to  Parliament  this  year 
I  met  him,  just  as  in  former  sessions, 
without  the  slightest  dream  of  the  exist- 
ence of  any  ill>feeling.  I  am  perfectly 
M  a  loss  to  understand  his  animosity, 
•and  what  has  he  done  ever  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  session  but  attack  me,  in 
reason  and  out  of  season  f  Up  to  this 
moment  I  have  never  replied  to  him,  not 
a  single  word ;  and  yet  he  says,  most 
untruthfully,  that  I  have  been  the  cause 
of  scenes ;  to  this  moment  I  have  said 
not  a  word.  If  any  member  of  this 
House  is  free  from  such  an  accusation  I 
am.  It  is  wholly  foreign  to  my  dispo- 
sition and  habits  of  thought  and  action 
to  create  scenes.  It  has  always  been  my 
endeavor,  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power,  to 
promote  good  and  kindly  feeling  in  the 
House,  and  to  endeavor  to  get  on 
with  the  business  of  the  country  without 
any  departure  to  irritating  side  issues, 
and  without  discussing  anything  but 
the  business  before  the  House.  Every 
member  of  the  House  knows  that  I  have 
never  attacked  a  single  member  of  it ; 
it  is  habitual  with  me  to  avoid  giving 
offence,  and  I  am  happy  to  think,  and  I 
believe  I  justly  may,  that  if  I  left 
Parliament  to-morrow,  I  should  leave 
without  the  enmity  of  a  single  member, 
on  either  side  of  politics,  in  this  House 
or  the  other,  except  this  poor  man,  whom 
I  have  never  wronged,  nor  ever  provoked. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER—I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order.  The  hon.  gentleman 
haa  lost  his  self-respect  completely. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
-^  This  hon.  member,"  I  should  have  said  ; 
^t  one,  in  the  heat  of  debate,  sometimes 
forgets  himself. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— If  I 
understand  the  rules  of  this  House,  it  is 
incumbent  on  members  to  avoid  sharp 
and  taxing  speeches,  and  T  call  upon 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  decide  whether  the 
language  used  by  the  hon.  the  Minister 
of  Militia  is  sharp  and  taxing. 
Hon,  Sir  Alex,  Campbell. 


Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
dare  say  it  was  sharp  and  taxing.  I 
hope  it  was,  but  I  retract  the  expression 
as  it  is  out  of  order. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order.  The  hon.  gentleman, 
in  his  explanation,  has  stated  that  he 
hoped  it  was  a  taxing  speech. 

Hon.  SirALEX.  CAMPBELL— Yes, 
and  I  retract  it.  The  fact  is,  hon.  gen- 
tlemen, the  House  gives  me  great  lati- 
tude, because  the  hon.  Senator  I  am  reply- 
ing to  has  abused  its  patience  again  and 
again,  by  his  malignant  attacks  upon  me 
ever  since  the  session  began — the  lan- 
guage which  he  has  held  out  of  doors  and 
behind  my  back— but  I  say  again,  that, 
after  many  years  spent  in  Uie  front  ranks 
of  parliamentary  life  (in  office  and  in 
Opposition),  sa^e  himself,  I  do  not 
think  I  have  the  enmity  or  ill-will  of  any 
gentleman  in  this  or  the  other  House,  on 
either  side  of  politics.  There  are  hon. 
gentlemen  all  around  me  who  have 
known  me  for  ten,  twenty,  and  some 
thirty  years,  and  they  can  say  whether 
I  have  ever  been  open  to  the  insolent  and 
t^ile  attacks  made  upon  me  by  the  hon. 
Senator  from  "Woodstock;  but  I  leave 
him  now.  His  course,  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  was  spoken  of  in  this  House  a 
few  weeks  ago  by  an  hon.  friend  opposite 
in  language  at  once  forcible  and  true.  I 
adopt  and  re-affirm  what  was  then  said, 
and  pronounce  the  Senator  from  Wood- 
stock to  be  a  slanderer. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  said  that 
the  House  would  not  refuse  him  the 
right  to  reply — ^which  he  would  do  very 
briefly — to  such  a  speech  as,  he  was  sure, 
was  never  before  delivered  upon  the 
floor  of  any  Parliament,  by  a  Minister  of 
the  Ci-own.  The  Minister  of  Militia 
appeared  to  be  unduly  excited,  and  had 
used  language  to  brand  him  (Mr.  Alex- 
ander), a  humble  member  of  this  House, 
because  he  endeavored  to  discharge  a 
duty  to  the  country.  It  was  not  very 
creditable  to  this  House  to  have  a  perpe- 
tuation of  such  scenes  as  the  conduct  of 
the  Minister  of  MiJitia  had  given  rise 
to.  The  position  was  this  :  the  hon. 
gentleman  and  one  or  two  of  his  friends 
had  done  sad  things,'  and  he  thought,  by 
throwing  the  mud  at  him  (Mr.  Alex- 
ander), in  the  discreditable  manner  he 
had   done,  the  public   mind    would    be 
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diverted  from  the  misdeeds  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Militia  and  his  friends.  The  best 
reply  that  he  (Mr.  Alexander)  could 
make  to  the  hon.  gentleman  was,  that  he 
felt  pity  for  him  that  he  should  destroy 
the  respect  which  the  House  was  disposed 
to  pay  him,  by  such  a  discreditable  and 
violent  tirade  of  personal  abuse  because 
he  had  endeavored  to  stop  ignoble  acts. 
8uch  language  as  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  used  was  unparliamentary,  and  such 
an  attack  as  he  had  just  made  upon  him 
(Mr.  Alexander)  was  senseless.  The 
country  would  judge  of  the  position  of 
the  two  parties.  He  (Mr.  Alexander) 
retracted  not  one  single  word  he  had  used 
during  a  former  debate  to  characterize 
such  acts  as  the  Minister  of  Militia  and 
one  or  two  of  his  friends  had  been  guilty 
of.  But  his  moral  sense  seemed  to  be 
gone,  as  he  justified  members  of  this 
House  taking  six  or  seven  hundred 
dollars  for  twelve  days'  work. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER—I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  If  the  hon.  gentle- 
man would  simply  content  himself  with 
answering  any  portion  of  the  speech  of 
the  Minister  of  Militia  that  requires  an 
answer,  I  should  not  object,  but  if  he  is 
going  to  open  up  the  main  question,  I 
object,  because  he  has  already  addressed 
the  House  on  that  subject. 

The  SPEAKER— The  hon.  gentle- 
man from  Woodstock  has  already  ad- 
dressed the  House  upon  the  question. 
At  the  same  time,  on  the  personal  ques- 
tion, I  am  sure  that  the  House  will 
extend  great  forbearance. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  desired  to 
refer  to  the  statement  of  the  Minister  of 
Mib'tia,  that  he  had  to  thank  him  (Sir 
Alex.  Campbell)  that  he  had  now  a  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Yes; 
very  much.   . 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  said  the 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  think  it  seem- 
ly that  he  should  cast  up  to  members 
any  supposed  past  favors  that  he  had 
been  instrumental  in  securing  to  them. 
But  there  was  a  jslight  difference  of 
opinion  upon  the  subject  of  such  favors. 
The  hon.  gentleman  appeared  to  be  ob- 
livious of  the  injustice  and  wrong  done 
him  (Mr.  Alexander)  by  Sir  John  Mac- 
donald*s  Government,  at  the  time  of  the 
Hon,  Mr,  Alexander, 


Union,  ini  omitting  him  from  the  first 
Senate  roll.  It  was  a  grave  wrong,  and 
one  that  was  strongly  resented  by  the  dis 
trict  which  he  had  represented  in  the  old 
Parliament  for  so  many  years  before  the 
Union.  It  was  a  wrong  dwelt  upon 
with  force  by  the  members  of  both 
Houbes.  It  amounted  to  an  outrage— a 
gross  outrage.  But,  perhaps,  it  would 
gratify  the  Minister  01  Militia  if  he  (Mr. 
Alexander)  should  accord  him  thanks  for 
his  great  kindness.  Then  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman boasted  that  he  had  secured 
for  him  (Mr.  Alexander)  an  appointment 
of  a  post-o£Bce,  which  was  given  to  him 
at  a  moment  when  he  was  reduced  to 
slender  means  through  a  conspiracy  of 
dishonest  men  of  high  position,  whom  he 
ought  now  to  name,  but  would  not  name 
on  the  floor  of  this  Parliament,  who  were 
living  on  the  means  of  widows  and 
orphans  and  poor  families — shareholders 
of  a  certain  bank — whose  whole  capital 
was  thus  plundered.  If  it  would  gratify 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  he  should  ac- 
cord to  him  thanks  for  that  favor,  he 
would  now  do  so.  With  regard  to  the 
hon.  gentleman's  own  conduct,  he  had 
been  the  cause  of  all  the  scenes  that  have 
taken  place  in  this  House,  and  for  which 
he  (Mr.  Alexander)  was  to  be  denounced 
as  **  a  nuisance."  The  hon.  gentlemaa'a 
moral  sense  was  gone.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man was  chiefly  chargeable  with  this- 
wrong-doing,  for  he  inspired  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  to  make  such  undue  pay- 
ments. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
object  to  that. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD— The  hon. 
gentleman  is  entirely  out  of  order,  and 
he  has  repeated  it  over  and  over  again. 
When  he  addressed  the  House  on  the 
mo6ion  before  the  chair,  he  had  an  op- 
portunity of  spying  all  that  he  could  ' 
with  propriety  say  with  regard  to  it,  and, 
therefore,,  he  is  out  of  order  in  referring 
to  it  again.  The  only  explanation  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  is  in  order  to  make 
is  the  explanation  with  respect  to  the 
speech  of  the  Minister  of  Militia,  made 
before  him,  but  he  cannot  go  into  the 
motion  and  repeat  arguments  whidi  he 
has  used  before. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  have 
only  just  to  add  that  the  House  must  have 
been   shocked  at    the   dreadful    speech. 
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which  has  been  delivered  by  ^o  leader 
of  the  House  to-day.  It  is  very  sad  to 
think  of  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH— T  cannot 
let  this  report  go  by  without  fueling  that 
I  am  compromising  myself  with  respect 
to  my  views  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  Indemnity  Act.  I  am  still  of  the 
-opinion  that  it  may  be  strictly  law,  but 
there  is  so  much  incongruity  in  it  and  in 
its  working  that  it  is  not  either  the 
spirit  or  the  intention  of  the  law.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  take  an  early  op- 
|K)rtunity  to  have  the  law  consid- 
ered, and  revise  it.  I,  for  one,  should 
move  in  this  House  in  the  matter, 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  we  can  take 
any  action,  either  by  bill  or  motion,  to 
alter  the  Indemnity  Act.  I  think  it 
becomes  the  Government  to  meet  the 
matter  at  an  early  day,  and  make  the 
law  common  sense,  so  that  a  man  who 
sits  here  for  one  hour  in  the  early  part 
of  the  session  shall  not  receive  more 
money  than  a  man  who  has  attended  in 
his  place  the  whole  of  the  latter  half  of 
the  session.  Such  is  the  incongruity 
that  exists.  I  am  sure  it  is  not  common 
sense,  and  the  law  should  be  amended 
next  session. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— As  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Sub-Committee  who 
reported  to  the  Contingencies  Committee, 
I  did  not  consider  myself — and  I  think 
I  am  speaking  for  my  colleagues  also — 
called  upon  to  report  as  to  the  policy  of 
the  law,  or  the  wisdom  of  i1^  in  any 
shape  whatever.  What  we  had  to  con- 
sider was,  whether  the  gentlemen  who 
had  received  money  without  sitting 
the  full  number  of  days  of  the 
session  had  drawn  more  than 
they  were  entitled  to  under  the 
law.  After  going  over  the  subject  w^th 
great  care,  we  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
set  forth  in  the  report,  that  no  chat^o  of 
that  sort  could  be  established  against 
anybody.  I  am  very  sorry  indeed  that 
so  much  perspnalities  have  been  import- 
ed into  this  question.  As  for  the  hon. 
gentleman  whose  name  has  been  men- 
tioned here,  I  may  say  for  myself,  that 
few  of  us  will  believe  that  he  would  do 
.anything  dishonorable,  but  he  was  not 
the  only  one ;  everybody  had  to  act  upon 
the  same  law,  and,  I  believe,  if  I  had 
been  in  the  same  place,  I  should  have 
I/on.  Mr.  Akmnnier. 


acted  upon  the  same  law  myself.  I 
know  that  in  the  House  of  Commons 
tliat  is  the  way  they  act  there,  but  I  may 
add  that  they  have  the  good  sense  there 
not  to  stir  up  these  things  before  the 
public.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  bound 
to  say  that,  if  any  change  of  the  law  were 
pro}>oaed  here  or  anywhere  else,  I  should 
be  disposed  to  vote  for  the  change. 
I  think  the  Act  was  unfortunately  con- 
ceived, and  if  the  hon.  gentleman  for 
Woodstock  had  raised  the  question  in 
that  shape,  he  would  have  had  my  very 
earnest  support. 

Hon.  Mr.  EEAD— I  think  I  am 
somewhat  responsible,  in  the  first  place, 
for  this  question  having  arisen,  because, 
last  year,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  as  one 
of  the  Sub- Committee  of  the  Contin- 
gencies Committee,  to  examine  the 
Clerk's  accounts,  and  I  brought  this 
matter  up  before  the  Committee. 
T  may  say  that,  while  I  regret 
the  unpleasantness  that  has  arisen,  I  do 
not  regret  that  the  matter  has  been 
brought  before  the  attention  of  x.he  Gov- 
ernment and  of  the  country,  because  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  return  that  speaks 
volumes,  and,  if  I  spoke  from  that 
return,  I  should  not  be  out  of  order.  It 
is  necessary  that  the  law  should  be 
changed,  because  I  see  it  stated  here 
that,  for  five  sitting  days,  one  gentleman 
takes  $664,  and,  for  five  sitting  days, 
another  gentleman  takes  $592. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — If  you  name 
cases,;  name  the  men. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— I  shall  take  my 
own  course.  I  am  not  going  to  name  the 
men,  nor  will  I  have  it  dragged  out  of  me 
unless  I  have  a  mind  to.  1  take  my  own 
course,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  takes  his, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  shirk  my  respon- 
sibility in  the  matter.  On  looking  over 
the  accounts,  I  found  that  there  was  great 
incongruity  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
indemnity  was  paid.  I  believed  it  to  be 
unfair,  and,  believing  so,  I  brought  it 
before  the  Comrait.ee.  However,  the 
matter  was  dropped  there,  and  T  never 
took  any  more  notice  of  it  in  a  public 
manner,  but,  when  we  see  another  case 
in  which,  for  only  eighteen  days  attend- 
ance, in  two  sessions,  a  gentleman  takes 
away  $1,280,  it  is  a  state  of  affairs  that, 
I  think  should  be  remedied.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  it  will  be  remedied.     It  is  the 
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duty  of  the  Oovemment  to  bring  in  a 
measure  in  this  direction,  and  though  I 
regret  the  personal  feature  of  the  question, 
I  have  taken  it  on  general  grounds,  that 
if  the  interpretation  of  the  law  is  correct 
as  the  lawyers  have  given  it,  there 
is  an  incongruity  to  be  removed. 
Thinking  so,  I  made  it  my  business  to 
bring  it  before  the  Committee,  and  there 
I  left  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— I  did  not 
say  a  word  on  this  subject  on  a 
former  occasion  when  it  was  before 
the  House,  or  to-day,  but  I  wish 
to  make  a  few  remarks  now.  T  think  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  so  much  time  has 
been  lost  in  discussing  the  indemnity  of 
members,  and  it  is  sUU  further  to  be 
regretted  that  those  discussions  have  not 
taken  place  with  closed  doors.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  peculiarly  a  domestic  matter 
that  affects  the  members  of  the  Senate 
almost  alone,  and  it  is  one  that  should 
have  been  discussed  by  ourselves,  with- 
out the  presence  of  strangers.  But,  as 
the  public  have  been  admitted  and  the 
reporters  are  present,  and  theii  reports 
are  to  go  to  the  country,  I  think  that 
there  is  one  point  on  which  enough 
stress  has  not  been  laid,  and  that  is  the 
possible  impression  left  x>n  the  country 
that  this  practice  is  confined  to  the 
Senate.  The  fact  is  that  the  very  same 
practice  obtains  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, only  the  House  of  Commons 
have  had  wisdom  enough  not  to  talk' 
of  it  in  public.  Then  there  is  another 
fact  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  change  the 
law.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  leads  the  Government 
made  the  statement  in  his  place  in  this 
House  or  not,  but  I  am  aware  that  he 
did  all  that  he  could  do ;  he  brought  the 
matter  before  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  a  former  occasion,  with  a  view 
of  having  a  Bill  introduced  in  the  Com- 
mons for  the  purpose  of  remedying  this 
evil,  and  I  have  understood  that  the 
Commons  were  not  willing  that  the 
measure  should  be  adopted. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
stated  that  on  several  occasions  I  had 
prepared  bills,  and  on  two  occasions  I 
have  had  them  printed  with  a  view  of 
malring  the  change. 

Eon.  Mr.  Bead. 


Bon.  Mr.  POWERr— Then  the  hott. 
gentleman  from  Woodstock  must  see- 
that,  instead  of  the  leader  of  this  House 
being  to  blame,  he  has  done  all  that  that 
hon.  gentleman  could  have  done  himself,, 
had  he  been  in  his  place. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXAIiDER— No  ! 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER—This  House  has. 
not  the  power  to  introduce  a  measure  of 
the  kind  contemplated  by  the  member 
from  Woodstock.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Quints,  who  has 
just  sat  down,  in  thinking  that  a  change 
should  be  made,  and  T  trust  now  that- 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  of  the 
country  has  been  so  directly  called  to  the 
matter,  that  the  Government  will  take 
steps  next  session  to  introduce  a 
bill  that  will  put  a  proper  con- 
struction upon  the  Statute,  because, 
while  the  construction  now  put  upon  it 
by  the  leader  of  the  Government  is 
the  legal  and  correct  one,  beyond 
doubt,  it  is  a  construction  which  will  not 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  public,, 
and  it  is  evidently  not  the  constructiim 
that  was  intended  when  the  Act  was 
passed. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — I  only  desire 
to  make  one  or  two  observations  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Contin- 
gencies. We  have  submitted  this  re]K>rt 
to  the  House,  but  on  one  branch  of  the 
observations  I  intended  to  make  I  have 
been  forestalled  by  the  gentleman  who 
has  preceded  me.  It  is  the  vindication 
of  the  Committee  to  whom  this  subject 
was  referred.  The  hon.  gentleman  f  looi 
Prince  Edward  Island  is  wrong  in  sup* 
X>osing  that  we  had  power  to  go  beyond 
what  we  did ;  we  had  power  simply  to 
inquire  into  indemnity  paid  to  membi^rs, 
and  not  to  amend  the  law;  therefore,  my 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Haythome)  is  altogef  linr 
wrong  in  endeavoring  to  attach  any 
blame  to  the  Committee  for  not  going  ny 
further.  With  rqpard  to  the  charHcr.er 
of  the  report,  hon.  gentlemen  will  prec*-.  ve 
that,  no  matter  what  their  opinions  my 
be  with  regard  to  this  indemnity,  aii<l  I 
think  a  very  general  sentiment  prev  uU 
in  the  House  that  if  the  law  is  not  .  >  a 
satisfactory  condition  at  present  i  ib 
advisable  to  alter  it,  there  can  1)^  ^o 
hesitation  on  the  part  of  any  mem  r, 
who  believes  the  facts  of  the  report  t  >e 
correct,  in  voting  for  it.    It  on^  star     a 
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series  of  facte  Uiat  cannot  be  qosestioned, 
supported  by  evidence  of  the  most  incon- 
troveiidble  character  since  Confederation, 
which  fully  bear  ont  the  statement  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Militia  at  the  time 
the  subject  was  brought  before  the 
House. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— My  state- 
ment  was,  that  I  considered  that,  if  the 
Ck)mmittee  on  Contingencies  had  not 
sufficient  power  to  reqommend  a  remedy 
for  the  existing  state  of  the  law,  in 
my  opinion,  they  should  have  come  to 
the  House  for  an  increase  of  their 
powers. 

The  House  divided  on  the  motion  for 
the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  was 
carried  by  the  following  vote : — 
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FUnt» 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

BUI  (113)  <<  An  Act  authorizing  the 
making  of  certain  investigations  under 
oath;"— (Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (119)  ''Aji  Act  respecting  the 

administration  of  criminal  justice  in  the 

territory  in  dispute  between  the  Gk)vem- 

ments  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  and 

Hon.  Mr.  Milkr. 


the  Dominion  of  Canada." — (Sir  Alex. 
Campbell.) 

Bill  (1 14)  "  An  Act  further  to  amend 
the  Act  respecting  Dominion  Notes." — 
(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (83)  "  An  Act  further  to  amend 
the  Act  respecting  cruelty  to  animals.'^ 
— (Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (120)  '*  An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
of  evidence  in  criminal  cases,  as  respects 
the  taking  and  use  of  the  depositions  of 
persons  who  may  be  unable  to  attend  at 
trial."— (Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

BUI  (K)  <'An  Act  to  explain  and 
further  amend  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act,  1878."— (Sir  Alex.  Campbell) 

SAVINGS     BANKS    IN    ONTARIO    AND 
QUEBEC  BILL. 

SECOND   REAPINO. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (M)  <<  An  Act 
respecting  certain  savings  baiiks  in  the 
Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec." 

Hon-  Mr.  PENNY-^-Docs  it  do  any 
more  t&an  simply  extend  the  charters  f 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
Yes ;  it  provides  that  hereafter  they 
may  take  provincial  securities  as  well  as 
Dominion  securities. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN—There  is  a  very 
importanc  matter  affecting  savings 
banks.  Are  they,  to  have  permission  to 
advance  upon  bank  stocks,  a  privilege 
which  has  just  been  tcJcen  away,  by  the 
Bill  now  before  Parliament,  from  the 
regular  chartered  banks  % 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
There  is  nothing  in  this  Bill  on  that 
point. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  1.05  p.m. 


SECOND  SITTING. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  three 
o'clock. 

Eoutine  proceedings. 

THE  PRINTING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
TWELFTH      AND     FOURTEBNTH      REPORTS. 

The  twelfth  and  fourteenth  reports  of 
the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Commons  on  the  Printing  of 
Parliament  were  adopted  without  debate. 
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INVESTIGATIONS  UNDEE  OATH  BILL. 
SECOND   BEADING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (113)  "An 
Act  to  authorize  the  making  of  certain/ 
investigations  under  oath."  He  said 
that  cii'cumstances  had  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Government  the 
fact  that  it  was  desirable  to  have  evi- 
dence taken  under  oath  in  investigations 
by  the  departments.  The  power  already 
existed  in  the  Post  Office  and  Inland 
Revenue  Departments,  and  when  an  in- 
spector was  sent  to  investigate  a  charge 
of  dei-eliction  of  duty,  he  had  the  power 
to  administer  oaths.  This  Bill  proposed 
to  extend  that  provision,  which  had 
been  found  to  be  very  convenient,  to 
other  departments. 

Hon.  Mr.  De  BOUOHERVILLE 
asked  if  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  ex- 
tended to  the  departments  of  the  local 
governments  9 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
it  did  not ;  the  local  governments  could 
take  the  same  power  to  themselves, 
through  the  local  legislatures. 

Hon.  Mr.  H^YTHORNE  would  be 
sorry  if  anything  in  this  Bill  should 
supersede  the  courts  of  the  country,  and 
establish  a  sort  of  *'  Star  Chamber  "  in 
its  stead. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  it  did  not  at  all  interfere  with  the 
courts ;  it  was  merely  for  the  guidance 
of  the  ministers  in  arriving  at  the  facts 
when  charges  were  made  against  officials 
for  dereliction  of  duty  that  demanded 
investigation. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


THE     INTERCOLONIAL     AND     NORTH 
SHORE  RAILWAYS. 

AN  EXPLANATION. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that,  before  taking  up  the  next  Order  of 
the  Day,  he  would  reply  to  the  question 
put  by-  the  hon.  member  from  Halifax 
(Mr.  Power)  at  a  previous  sitting.  At 
that  time  he  had  seen,  not  the  Minister 
of  Railways,  but  an  officer  of  the  Depart^ 
ment,  from  whom  he  had  understood  that 
nothing  had  been  done  or  was  in  contem- 
plation in  the  way  of  an.arrangement  for 
through  traffic  on  the  North  Shore  and 
Eon,  Sir  Alex,  CampbeU, 


Intercolonial  Railways.  Since  then  he 
had  seen  the  Minister  of  Railways,  and 
had  ascertained  that  it  was  quite  correct 
that  nothing  had  been  done,  but  he  had 
informed  him  that  arrangements  would 
be  made  for  a  close  connection,  and  that 
it  would  depend  upon  something  being 
done  at  Quebec.  The  Minister  of  Rail- 
ways had  himself  given  instructions  to 
an  officer  of  the  Department,  who  had 
gone  down  to  see  that  an  arrangement 
was  made. 


CRIMINAL  JUSTICE  IN  THE  DISPUTED 
TERRITORIES  BILL. 

THIRD    BEADING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  the  third  reading  of  Bill  (119) 
"  An  Act  respecting  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  territories  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  Government  of  the  Province  of 
Ontario  and  the  Dominion  Government." 
He  said  :  There  is  a  certain  section  of 
country  between  Lake  Superior  and  an 
undecided  point  west  of  that,  which  is  in 
dispute,  so  to  speak,  between  the  Domin- 
ion and  Ontario  Governments.  The 
Government  of  the  Dominion  claim  that 
the  true  boundary  line  is  a  line  running 
northerly  from  the  conflux  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  Rivers  to  the  southerly 
boundery  of  Rupert's  Land;  and  they 
also  claim  that,  if  that  line  were  run  due 
north,  the  boundary  would  be  about  Fort 
William.  The  Ontario  Government 
claim  that  the  boundary  line  runs  con- 
siderably west  of  that.  This  Bill  is  to 
provide,  pending  the  settlement  of  that 
point,  for  the  administration  of  criminal 
justice  in  the  disputed  territory. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Has  any  under- 
standing been  arrived  at  with  tbe  Ontario 
Government  ?  They  claim  the  territory 
for  a  considerable  distance  west  of  the 
line  alluded  to. 

Hon*  Sir  ALEX.  OAMPBELL—No ; 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  no  understanding 
has  been  arrived  at. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Does  this  Bill 
contemplate  to  begin  the  extreme  eastern 
line  at  Thunder  Bav  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Yes; 
from  a  line  taken  due  north  from  the 
junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
Rivers.    It  is  impossible  to  say  anything 
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definite  about  the  disputed  boundar}*. 
We  merely  say  there  is  a  disputed  terri- 
tory there,  and,  until  the  line  is  deter- 
mined, the  administration  of  justice  shall 
go  on  under  this  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Is  there  any  corres- 
pondence with  the  Ontario  Government 
with  a  view  to  reK>pening  <he  question  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL—We 
have  not  yet  been  enabled  to  at  rive  at 
any  approximation  of  the  point.  The 
opinion  held  by  the  present  Government 
is  that  the  reference  to  the  gentlemen 
who  decided  the  question  on  a  late  occa- 
sion was  intended  to  have  been  a  refer- 
ence foi  a  decision  of  the  legal  boundary, 
and  those  gentlemen  decided,  not  in  res- 
pect to  the  legal  boundary,  but  in  regard 
to  what  they  thought  would  be  a  con- 
venient boundary. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Then  the  award 
is  in  excess  of  the  authority  of  the 
reference. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— It  is 
-80  thought  by  us. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— If  I  understand 
the  Bill,  it  is  to  provide  for  the  admini- 
stration of  criminal  justice  in  that 
territory,  whether  it  rightly  belongs  \o 
the  Dominion  or  Ontario.  Therefore,  I 
do  not  think  the  question  of  boundary, 
one  way  or  the  other,  except  incidentally, 
comes  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— Whether  the 
territory  belongs  to  Canada  or  to  On- 
tario, it  is  the  right  of  this  Parliament 
to  make  laws  in  relation  to  the  lad  minis- 
tration of  criminal  justice.  Therefore, 
the  making  of  such  regulations  will  not 
interfere  with  the  question  of  the  dis- 
puted rights  of  the  Dominion  as  against 
the  Province  of  Ontario.  . 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  do  not  quite 
agree  with  my  hon.  fiiend.  Unless 
there  is  harmony  in  the  legislation,  it  is 
quite  apparent  there  will  be  a  conflict  of 
authority.  The  Ontario  Government 
assume  that  they  have  the  right  to 
appoint  justices  of  the  peace  and  stipen- 
diary magistrates  there.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  Dominion  dispvte  that 
right,  and,  of  course,  a  conflict  arises  at 
•once. 

Son,  Sir  Alex,  CampbelL 


Hon.  Mr.  MACFARLANE— As  I 
understand  it,  the  Act  passed  by  the 
Ontaiio  Legislatui^e  has  not  been  sanc- 
tioned. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Many  years  ago. 
their  notion  of  the  true  boundary  was 
considerably  west  of  that,  and,  if  my  hon. 
friend  will  consult  the  old  statutes  passed 
in  Ontario,  he  will  find  that,  at  that  time, 
the  western  boundary  of  Ontario  was 
believed  to  be  the  height  of  land  west  of 
Thunder  Bay,  and  not  a  line  drawn  due 
north  from  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Rivers  to  the  boundary  of 
Rupert's  Land. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
There  may  be  some  foundation  for  the 
hon.  gentleman's  position  in  some  of  the 
old  statutes  referring  to  Indians,  but  I 
can  say  positively,  with  reference  to  my- 
self and  other  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, we  have  never  entertained  the 
opinion  that  the  true  line  between  On- 
tario and  the  Dominion  was  upon  the 
height  of  land.  The  Indian  title  hap- 
pened to  be  acquired  up  as  far  west  as 
the  height  of  land,  and  that  may  have 
given  rise  to  the  impression 
that  my  hon.  friend  alludes  to,  but, 
so  far  as  I  know,  and  without  having 
consulted  with  any  member  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, particularly  the  head  of  the 
Government.  His  opinion  and  mine  have 
always  been  that  the  boundary  line  is  the 
line  drawn  due  north  from  the  conflux  of 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  to  the 
boundary  of  Rupert's  I^nd. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOrP- Taking  the  line 
due  north  from  the  junction  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  Rivers,  ic  will  strike 
east  of  Prince  Aithur's  Landing,  and 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  shewing  that  the 
Government  of  Canada  did  sell,  as  the 
Government  of  Canada,  land  west  of 
that. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
believe  we  did. 

Hon.  Mr.  W.ARK— There  is  a  view 
of  this  question  which  has  not  been 
adverted  to,  so  far  as  I  have  known.  It 
is  this  :  The  disputed  land  is  so  poor  and 
inhospitable  that  it  never  can  support 
any  population  that  will  be  sufficiently 
large  for  a  separate  government.  On 
this  ground  I  think  that  if  Ontario  were 
to  get  it^  they  would  be  able  to  take  care 
of  it  at  theii  own  expense, 
34 
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as  it  cannot  be  organized  under 
a  separate  government,  it  must  go 
either  to  Ontario  or  Manitoba.  Now,  if 
we  are  f^lng  to  increase  the  Province  of 
Manitoba,  it  would  be  better  to  extend  it 
west,  and  give  them  a  district  which  is 
capable  of  supporting  considerable  ot  a 
population  ;  but,  if  we  add  this  poor  ter- 
ritory to  such  a  small  province,  it  will 
be  such  an  expense  to  Manitoba  that  it 
must  be  accompanied  with  a  considerable 
subsidy  to  enable  that  Province  to  look 
after  it.  I  think  the  best  thing  the 
Grovernment  could  do  would  be  to  hand 
it  over  to  Ontario,  who  will  be  able  to 
bear  the  expense  connected  with  govern- 
ing it.  We  should  hope,  then,  that  that 
Province  would  pay  for  the  Fort  Frances 
Lock  that  we  have  heard  so  much  about. 
They  are  able  to  pay  for  it,  and  could 
probably  use  it  to  some  advantage. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— If 
anyone  capable  of  speaking  for  Ontario, 
with  authority,  wei*e  to  propose  a  thing 
of  that  kind.  Parliament  would,  pro- 
bably be  n>ady  to  assent  to  it.  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  see  Ontario  get  this  sec- 
tion of  country.  Under  any  circum- 
stances, it  would  not  be  added  to  the 
Province  of  Manitoba,  but  to  Keewatin. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE— It  is  well  known 
in  this  section  of  the  country  that  a  large 
number  of  people  have  settled  in  from 
Thunder  Bay  to  Port  Savanne,  a  dis- 
tance of  two  or  three  hundred  miles,  and 
there  are  no  means  by  which  justice  can 
be  administered  in  that  district.  There 
are  two  sets  of  officers,  and  one  of  them, 
Mr.  Delisle,  has  undertaken  on  the  part 
of  Ontario,  to  exercise  authority ; 
but  that  authority  has  been  denied 
by  the  Dominion  Government.  As 
large  contracts  are  going  on  there 
at  the  present  time,  and  as  there  is 
a  great  influx  of  immigrants,  and  as 
•  manufacturing  establishments  are  being 
started  at  the  foot  of  Lake  of  the  Woods 
there  should  be  some  authority,  and  the 
Dominion  Government  should  excerise 
some  control  in  the  absence  of  anv  local 
government.  I  am  very  glad  to  see 
that  this  Bill  has  been  brought  in  by  the 
Ministry. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  for  the  third  reading  at  the  next 
sitting  of  the  House. 
Bon,  Mr.  Wark, 


DOMINION  NOTES  BILL. 
SECOND    READING. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  Bill  (114)  "An  Act 
further  to  amend  the  Acts  respecting 
Dominion  N'otes."  He  said:  The  present 
law  of  the  Do^ninion  enables  Dominion 
notes  to  be  issued  up  to  the  extent  of 
112,000,000,  and  the  provision  with 
reference  to  gold  to  be  held  as  security 
for  this  issue  is  as  follows  :  That,  up  to 
$9,000,000,  20  per  cent,  is  to  be  held  ; 
and  between  $9,000,000  and  $12,000,000, 
50  per  cent,  is  to  be  held  j  above 
$12,000,000  there  is  no  provision,  and 
dollar  for  dollar  must  be  held.  This  law 
has  been  in  force,  with  very  great  conve- 
nience to  the  community,  for  some  years 
— since  1870,  I  think — with  amendments 
in  1874  and  1873,  extending  the  pro- 
visions somewhat.  The  present  Bill  pro- 
poses to  fix  the  limit  at  $20,000,000,  and 
to  say,  with  reference  to  that,  that  Dom- 
inion notes  should  be  issued,  but  against 
the  liability  of  the  country  there  shall  be 
held  25  per  cent.,  of  which  1 5  shall  be  in 
gold  and  10  per  cent  in  Dominion  bonds 
guaranteed  by  the  Imperial  Government. 
That  would  give  25  per  cent,  iu  these 
two  items  of  security  for  the 
$80,000,000.  So  that,  if  the  Bill 
should  become  law,  the  position  of  this 
matter  in  the  futuie  would  be  that 
Dominion  notes,  to  the  extent  of 
$20,000,000,  might  be  issued,  and, 
against  this  $20,000,000,  25  per  cent, 
would  be  held,  as  already  stated,  as 
security.  I  have  seen  some  qu»«tions 
raised  as  to  the  second  item,  concerning 
the  guaranteed  bonds,  and  the  criticism 
is  :  *'  Well,  you  are  issuing  notes  against 
10  per  cent,  of  your  own  liability.'^ 
The  reply  is  that  these  are  debentuies, 
not  of  the  Government  of  Canada  alone, 
but  Dominion  bonds,  guaranteed  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  available  at 
once,  so  long  as  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment retains  its  credit  in  the  world,  aod 
that,  I  hope  and  believe,  will  be  the  case 
for  all  future  time.  So  that  I  do 
not  think  that  the  measure  is 
open  to  that  criticism.  The  advantage 
to  this  country  would  be  that  those 
Dominion  bonds,  so  guaranteed  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  would  be  in  the 
treasury,  and  no  interest  would  be  paid 
upon  them,  and  they  would  be  as  avail- 
able  in  that  way,   in  all  respects,  quo 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dominion 


[May  6,  1880.] 


Notes  Bill 


531 


ad,  in  regard  to  the  notes  issued  under 
this  Act,  as  gold.  With  reference  to  the 
security  for  the  other  75  per  cent.,  the 
security  would  be  the  ordinary  Dominion 
debentures.  In  order  to  make  up  one's 
mind  whether  that  is  a  safe  security  or 
not,  the  Minister  of  Finance  has  exam- 
ined the  history  of  the  banks  of  the 
country  for  some  years  past,  and  has 
obtained  an  approximate  statement  of 
the  liabilities  and  assets  in  gold.  We  all 
know  that  the  banks  have  heldf  their 
positions  very  consistently  and  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  everyone,  and  that 
nothing  has  occurred  in  any  way  to  in- 
dicate to  the  public  mind  that  an  undue 
deficiency  has  ever  occurred  in  the 
amount  of  gold  held  by  the  banks  during 
the  past  few  years.  The  calculation  put 
in  my  hand  is  this  : — 

Circulation $21,000,000 

Private  deposits 70,000,000 

Government  deposits 1 1,000,000 


Kaking  an  aggre«:ate  of $102,000,000 

Against  which  the  banks  have  held, 
in  gold,  $6,500,000,  and  in  Dominion 
notes  $9,500,000^  making  altogether 
$16,000,000,  against  $102,000,000 
liabilities,  or  about  16  per  cent. 
The  present  proposition,  so  far  as  the 
Grovemment  is  concerned,  is  that  there 
should  be  held  against  the  liability  25 
per  cent,  in  guaranteed  debentures,  so 
that  the  Dominion  notes  will,  so  far  as 
security  goes,  stand  in  the  stronger  posi- 
tion, as  respects  gold  and  securities  held 
for  them,  than  for  the  circulation  of  pri- 
vate or  incorporated  banks  during  the 
past  few  years.  It  is  thought,  and,  I 
think,  with  some  justice,  that  the  country 
should  have  the  benefit  of  some  of  the 
circulation.  The  right  to  coin  money  is 
a  governmental  iight^  and  the  right  to 
issue  a  ciroulatinji;  medium,  should,  as  a 
corollory,  obtain  in  the  same  way.  A 
good  deal  of  these  notes  will  go  into 
circulation  in  the  west  in  connection 
with  the  public  works  being  carried  on 
there,  and  considerable  advantage  will 
accrue  to  the  Dominion  therefrom.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  should  say  any  more  in 
connection  with  this  subject  after  the 
ample  explanations  that  have  been  given 
in  another  place,  and  after  the  interest 
taken  in  it  by  membera  of  that  House. 

Hon.   Mr.  SCOTT— I  do  not  propose 
to  offer  any  opposition  to  the  measure, 
Hon,  Sir  Alex,  CampbeU, 


but  simply  to  observe  that  it  is,  I  sup- 
pose, the  first  wedge  for  the  introduction 
of  irredeemable  fcun-ency.  As  to  the 
25  per  cent,  that  will  now  be 
held,  I  do  not  take  any  exception  to  the 
fact  that  part  of  that  security  is  to  be 
represented  by  guaranteed  Dominion 
bonds,  because  I  consider  them  myself  as 
good  as  gold ;  but  what  I  do  take  ex- 
ception to  is,  that  it  is  a  very  great  risk 
to  issue  such  a  considerable  sum — 75 
cent  —  without  having  any  security 
at  all.  It  is  practically  a  forced  loan, 
the  Government  availing  itself  of  it» 
credit  to  place  at  least  $8,000,000  on 
the  market  without  any  security  what^ 
ever. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
ought  to  have  said  that  the  provision 
is  that  $4,000,000  shall  be  issued  at 
one  time  and  $4,000,000  at  another, 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
country. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Of  course,  t 
understand  the  injury  is  minimized  in 
that  way.  I  is  the  most  convenient 
way  for  the  Government  to  obtain  a 
loan  from  iheir  own  people  without 
having  to  pay  interest  or  giving  security 
for  it,  and  without  having  to  obtain  a 
loan  elsewhere.  There  is  only  25  per 
cent,  of  it  represented  at  all  in 
the  vaults  of  the  Government.  If  my 
memory  serves  m«  rightly,  my  impres- 
sion is  that  the  Government  would  not 
have  to  increase  eitb  their  gold  or 
other  security  at  the  wresent  moment^ 
while  the  amount  now  held  would 
be  at  least  equivalent  to  the 
increase  in  notes.  If  the  increased 
issue  is  only  25  per  cent,  annually, 
for  four  years  a  considerable  amount  jf 
gold  would  be  released.  If  I  understand 
the  matter  correctly,  the  Finance  Minis- 
ter was  only  authorized,  under  the  former 
Statute,  to  issue  those  notes  when  he  had 
security  in  gold  to  represent  them,  to  the 
extent  of  50  per  cent,  but  that  the 
operation  of  this  law  will  authorize  the 
Government  to  increase  the  issue  to 
$20,000,000,  and  will  also  release  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  gold. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— It 
would  release  a  certain  amount. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— We  are  giv- 
ing the  Government  the  right  to  iBsue 
an  irredeemable  currency,  because,   un- 
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]ess  the  Government  uses  its  credit 
elsewhere  to  obtain  gold,  -we  would  not 
be  in  a  position  to  red^m  ihis  currency. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  analogy  with  re- 
t^ard  to  the  banks  is  a  sound  one,  because 
the  banks  have  other  securities  to  meet 
the  liabilities  incurred  to  the  public. 
They  restrict  their  circulation  and  call  in 
their  loans,  and  they  have  a  variety  of 
ways  of  meeting  any  run  upon  them  that 
the  Government,  if  placed  in  strait- 
ened circumstances,  could  not  avail 
themselves  of.  Of  course,  the  €k)vem- 
ment  could,  at  any  time,  buy  gold,  but, 
in  assuming  to  issue  $8,000,000  of  irre- 
deemable paper,  with  only  25  per  cent, 
security  in  gold  to  represent  it,  we  are 
adopting  an  unwise  policy.  If  it  is  limited 
to  $20,000,000,  probably  no  gi-eat  harm 
will  ensue.  It  was  thought,  a  few  years 
ago,  when  Sir  Kichard  Cartwright  pro- 
posed to  increase  the  amount,  that  it  was 
mther  stretching  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  the  jump  on  that  occasion  was 
not  nearly  as  great  as  what  is  now  pro- 
posed. If  it  is  not  repeated,  and  due  con- 
sideration is  given  to  the  restraining  of  it 
within  the  $20,000,000,  and  that  neither 
the  present  nor  any  future  Finance  Min- 
ister mav  be  induced  to  exceed  it,  I  do 
not  presume  any  great  harm  will  be 
done,  as  I  think  that  amount  is  still 
within  the  control  of  the  Government.  It 
is  the  admission  of  a  principle  into  our 
system  which  may  be  availed  of  at  some 
future  time  to  a  very  dangerous  extent. 
If  the  Government  have  the  right  to 
wsue  $20,000,000  of  their  money,  with 
only  25  per  cent  security,  then  they 
have  also  the  right  to  issue  $40,000,000, 
with  only  20  per  cent,  security — ^increas* 
ing  the  liability  and  decreasing  the  se- 
curity. That  is  a  dangerous  principle  to 
inaugurate,  but  I  suppose  it  is  the  only 
means  by  which  the  Finance  Minister 
feels  it  convenient  to  raise  money  with- 
out having  to  resort  to  the  English 
market  or  pay  interest  upon  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— Like  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  1  have  no  disposition  to  oppose  this 
Bill.  It  simply  amounts  to  this :  that 
it  enables  the  €k)vemmen{  to  issue 
$8,000,000  to  meet  public  engagements 
instead  of  going  to  the  L«ndon  market 
to  borrow  the  money.  With  regard  to 
^e  remark  that  has  fallen  from  the  leader 
of  the  Government  in  this  House,  I  do 
Hon.  Mr.  Scott, 


not  think  the  Senate  will  agree  with  him 
that  a  paper  iasua  by  the  Government  is 
at  all  safer  than  the  paper  issued  by  the 
banks,  as  they  now  stand. 

H<m.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 1 
did  not  say  it  was  safer  ;  I  said  it  was  aa 
safe. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— No  one 
will  dispute  that  point.  But  I  think  I 
understood  the  ex-Secretary  of  State  to 
say  that  he  hoped  that  this  was  not  the 
entering  wedge  for  the  issue  of  an 
irredeemable  currency.  We  know  that 
this  country  is  now  entering  upon  large 
public  engagements.  We  know  that  the 
extent  of  these  engagements  is  not  in 
harraomy  with  the  views  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people.  I  say  it  without  fear  of 
contradiction.  If  we  take  the  commer- 
cial portion  of  the  people,  or  the  intel- 
ligent ^agricultural  portion  of  the 
commimity,  we  find  that  they  are 
almost  all  of  the  opinion  that  we  are 
going  on  too  rapidly  witii  pub- 
He  expenditure.  We  know  that  the 
Government  has  borrowed  from  all  the 
trust  funds  in  their  hands.  They  are  bor- 
rowing from  the  savings  banks,  and  are 
now  issuing  paper  giving  them  possession 
of  $8,000,000.  All  this,  in  addition  to 
the  public  liability,  will  amount  to 
$180,000,000.  There  is  a  danger  in  this 
policy  we  are  entering  upcm,  and  I 
endorse  the  statement  of  the  ex-Seoretary 
of  State,  because  we  do  not  agree  with 
those  who  advocate  an  irredeemable 
currency.  It  was  all  very  well  for  the 
Americans,  when  entering  upon  a  civil 
war,  to  have  adopted  that  policy,  and, 
with  their  extraordinary  astuteness,  to 
work  out  that  problem  without  the  evils 
that  were  expected  from  it,  and  reduce 
their  national  debt.  I  hope  this  House  will 
raise  its  voice  against  the  Government 
rushing  too  rapidly  into  public  improve- 
ments. We  should  go  on  temperately 
and  moderately,  and  keep  in  view  that 
we  should  not  put  any  unnecessary  bur- 
dens on  the  peopl& 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— I  have  heard  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Woodstock  and  of  the  ex-Secretary  of 
State,  and  I  must  say  that,  so  far  as  I 
understand  it,  I  do  not  see  any  cause  to  ap- 
prehend an  issue  of  currency  by  the  Grov- 
ernment  that  will  not  be  redeemed.  If 
there   was  the  slightest  appearance    of 
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entering  upon  a  system  of  irredeemable 
paper  money,  I  would  raise  my  voice 
against  ic  I  do  not  think  that  any 
greater  calamity  could  fall  upon  the 
country,  than  the  issue  of  irredeemable 
notes ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  anything 
of  that  kind  is  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. They  provide  that  25  percent, 
shall  be  held  in  gold  and  guaranteed 
security.  That  is  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  issue,  and  the  balance  is  to  be 
secured  by  Dominion  debentures. 
I  do  not  think  there  can  be 
any  better  security  than  that.  I 
look  upon  the  debentures  of  the 
Dominion  as'equal  to  gold  any  day— I  do 
not  care  what  administration  may  be  in 
power.  I  think  the  banking  institutions 
of  the  country  have  been  slighted  with 
regard  to  the  issue  of  those  Dominion 
notes  ;  but  provision  has  been  made  for 
theu  to  holo  a  certain  proportion  of 
tho6€  notes  hs  a  reserve  in  their 
bank,  to  n^oct  their  own  gold 
obligat  ons,  and  I  think  it  must  be  a 
very  great  convenience  for  any  banking 
institution  to  be  able  to  use  snsh  money 
in  the  way  of  reserve  instead  of  gold.  I 
think  it  is  much  more  convenient  for 
cutmUdon,  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant accommodation  for  the  banks  as 
well  as  the  country.  The  small  notes 
that  have  been  in  circulation  for  a 
numl.er  of  years  have  been  very  much 
approved  of  by  the  people  at  large,  al- 
though they  are  secured  no  better  than  the 
notes  issued  by  the  chartered  banli  The 
€k>vemment  have  tskea  into  their  lmdo 
the  issue  of  ones  and  twos,  and  thw 
other  banks  are  not  to  be  allowed  to 
issue  a  smaller  denomination  than  fives. 
Hence  the  community  will  be  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  Government  for  the 
issue  of  that  description  of  paper.  Some- 
times we  have  forgeries  upon  those  notes, 
and,  if  no  steps  are  taken  by  the  Qor- 
emment  to  put  a  stop  to  such  forgeries, 
a  great  injury  will  be  suffered  by  the 
community  at  large.  If  the  banks  had 
the  issue  of  those  notes,  and  one  of  them 
allowed  a  forgery  to  be  perpetrated  upon 
them,  then  the  other  banks  would 
take  its  place  by  supplying  paper  money 
that  there  would  be  no  doubt  about, 
and  I  would  suggest,  whenever  it  comes 
to  the  ears  of  the  Finance  Min- 
ister that  a  forgery  has  been  com- 
mitted on  any  of  the  plates,  that  he  pro- 
Bon*  Mr.  Hope, 


oeed  at  once  to  call  in  that  denomination 
and  supply  its  place  with  another  issue. 
Then  the  contest  would  be  between  the 
people  who  committed  the  forgery  and 
the  Government,  which  is  better  able  to 
enter  upon  a  conflict  of  that  kind  against 
the  forgers  than  private  individuals.  It 
is  a  very  expensive  piece  of  business  to 
get  up  plates  for  printing  notes,  and  the 
forgers  who  make  them  work  with  a 
halter  about  their  necks^  and  are  at  a 
great  disadvantage;  so  that,  if  they 
knew  that  the  moment  a  forgery  was 
committed  the  Government  would  pro- 
ceed to  call  in  the  issue  which  was  coun- 
terfeited, there  would  be  little  trouble 
from  counterfeiters.  Great  care  is  taken 
by  the  Bank  of  England  to  prevent  for- 
geries on  their  notes,  and  I  hope  the  . 
Government  will  take  this  into  consider- 
ation. It  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  protect  the  people  against 
counterfeit  money.  I  ap^irove  of  the 
Bill,  and  will  be  very  glad  to  support  it. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

CRUELTY  TO  ANIMALS  BILL. 
SECOND  BfiADINO. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  seconil  reading  of  Bill  (83)  '<  An  Act 
further  to  amend  the  Act  respecting 
cruelty  to  animals."  He  said  that  the 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  enlarge  the 
scope  of  the  clause  in  the  original  Act, 
32-3  Vict.,  which  it  repealed. 

Hon.  Mr.  HAYTHORNE— Does  the 
Act  refer  to  the  practice  of  vivisection  1 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
This  Bill  does  not,  nor  does  the  original 
Act. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 


SAVINGS    BANKS    OP    ONTARIO    AND 
QUEBEC  BILL. 

THIRD    READING. 

The  Heuse  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Bill  (M)  «  An  Act  respect- 
ing certain  Savings  Banks  in  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Ontario  and  Quebec." 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  ex- 
plained that  it  was  proposed  to  continue, 
for  a  period  of  ten  years,  from  April  next, 
the  charters  of  the  existing  Savings 
Banks  in  Ontario  and  Quebec.  It  might 
seem  like   taking   time  a   httle  by  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


53  i      Savings  Banks  of  Ontario     [SEN  ATE.  J 


and  Quebec  BUL 


forelock,  bringing  in  such  a  Bill  this 
session,  but  those  who  wei*e  more  imme- 
diately concerned  in  the  management  of 
those  banks  had  asked  very  eai*nestly 
that  their  charters  might  be  renewed 
this  year,  for  fear  of  some  difficulty  oc- 
curring at  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment which  would  prevent  the  passage 
of' the  Bill  before  the  month  of  April, 
the  time  when  their  charters  would  ex- 
pire. There  did  not  seem  to  be  any 
reason  for  not  renewing  them  now.  The 
only  new  provision  in  this  Bill  was  in 
the  last  clause,  in  which  it  was  enacted 
that  savings  banks  might  hold  provincial 
securities.  Hitherto  they  had  been 
obliged  to  hold  Dominion  securities  only. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  this  was  a  sort  of  omnibus  bill, 
taking  up  all  the  savings  banks  in  the 
country  and  carrying  them  on  for  ten 
years  hence,  without  giving  the  House 
an  opportunity  of  examining  into  their 
charters  to  see  what  they  might  be. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that  they  were  all  under  the  same  Act, 
which  had  been  in  existence  for  some 
years. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  said  that  was  quite 
true,  and  so  had  the  General  Banking  Act 
been  in  existence  for  a  number  of  years, 
yet  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  amend 
the  latter  to  prevent  chartered  banks 
making  any  advances  upon  bank  stocks. 
He  would  just  mention  what  he  had  said 
upon  that  occasion,  which  explained 
exactly  the  position  that  he  (Mr.  Ryan) 
took  now.  Tlie  following  would  be  found 
at  page  128  of  the  Debates  of  last 
session : — 

**  We  are  making  a  law  here  to  restrict 
the  ordinary  chartered  hanks  in  certain  direc- 
tions. The  argument  in  favor  of  sach  legis- 
lation is  a  specious  one.  It  is,  no  donht, 
desirable  that  there  shoal d  not  be  a  quantity 
of  stock  in  the  market,  which  has  really  never 
been  bona  fide  paid  up  in  cash,  bat  is  kept 
afloat  by  advances  and  speculation.  To  pre- 
vent a  continuance  of  such  evils,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  wo  should  not  apply  our  measure  to 
the  ordinary  chartered  banks  alone,  but  should 
prevent  other  institutions  from  engaging  in 
the  same  thing  which  the  banks  have  hitherto 
been  engaged  in.  Why  not  bring  the  savings 
banks,  which  advance  on  stock  to  such  a  large 
extent,  under  the  same  rnle  as  the  ordinary 
banks,  and  prevent  them  also  from  advancing 
ou  bank  stocks  ?  I  have  spoken  to  my  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Cainpbell)  on  the  subject,  and! 
believe   he  is  not  averse  to  considering  the 

Ho'a.  Sir  Alex,  Campbell, 


qnestion.  If  a  provision  to  this  effect  is  one 
which  cannot  be  introduced  into  the  present 
Bill,  it  is  very  easy  to  frame  a  measure  amend- 
ing the  Act  relating  to  savings  banks  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  prevent  them  in  fature  from 
advancing  on  bank  stocks.  The  fe^  is,  that 
savings  banks,  which  are  the  custodians  of 
the  earnings  and  gains  of  the  poor,  should  be 
guarded  and  watched  with  even  greater  care 
than  regular  banking  institutions.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  m v  hon .  friend  will  intro- 
duce a  measure  to  that  effect,  which  will  put 
the  savings  banks  on  the  same  footing  with' 
regard  to  advances  on  stocks  as  tliat  of 
the  other  chartered  banks." 

And  the  Minister  of  Militia  said,  in 
reply  : — 

"  I  concur  in  the  principle  contained  in  the 
remarks  of  my  hon.  friend  from  Victoria,  that 
it  is  desirable  to  prevent  savings  banks  from 
embarking  in  any  speculation  that  would  risk 
in  any  way  the  interests  of  the  depositors. 
The  merits  of  the  proposition  he  has  made  to 
the  House,  and  which  I  am  personally  dis- 
posed  to  concur  in,  I  shall  take  an  early  op- 
portunity to  lay  before  the  Minister  of 
Finance,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  he  and  the 
Government  will  be  ready  to  adopt  any  sug- 
gestions which,  in  our  Judgment,  have  the 
effect  of  securing  the  object  which  my  hon. 
friend  desires,  and  in  which  we  entirely  sym- 
pathize with  him." 

He  (Mr.  Ryan)  had  hoped  from  the 
declaration  on  the  fii-st  appearance  of  the 
Bill  last  session,  in  the  Senate,  that  this 
savings  banks  would  have  been  included 
in  it,  or  that  the  Act  regulating  savings 
banks  would  have  been  amended  in  that 
direction,  but  it  had  not  been  done  for 
some  reason  that  he  was  not  aware  of . 
The  Bill  now  before  the  Senate  had  been 
brought  down  very  late  in  the  session, 
without  any  notioe  whatever.  He  eoald 
easily  conceive  the  anxiety  of  the  direc- 
tors of  companies  who  had  got  very 
valuable  charters  which  might  oontain 
objectionable  features  coming  down  and 
asking  the  Government  to  pass  this  mea- 
sure, but  a  very  slight  amendment  to  the 
Bill  might  remove  its  objectionable  fea- 
ture,and  satisfy  the  directors  without  com- 
mitting the  House  to  renewing  charters 
for  so  long  a  time  as  ten  years.  He 
moved  to  amend  the  Bill  by  striking  cut 
the  words  "  ten  yeara"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  of  them  ^*  six  months.''  That  would 
give  ample  time  to  take  up  this  question 
next  session  y  and  deal  with  it  in  a  proper 
manner. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK  asked  if  the 
Maritime  Bank  of  New  Brunswick  was 
one  of  those  affected  by  this  Bill  ? 
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Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  said  that  it  would 
i*each  all  the  savings  banks.  He  knew 
instances  in  which  some  of  those  in- 
stitutions had  dealt  largely  in  specula- 
tive stocks,  and  also  made  advances  on 
stocks  of  banks  which  were  quite  as  low 
in  the  market  as  the  Maritime  Bank. 

Hon.  Mr.  SMITH  contended  that 
savings  banks  stood  in  a  somewhat  dif- 
feient  position  from  other  chartered 
banks.  They  received  deposits  from  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  people,  and  might 
at  any  time  be  called  upon  to  repay 
them.  They  could  not,  therefore,  lend 
out  that  money  for  long  periods  on  the 
security  of  mortgages.  They  were  al- 
lowed to  lend  money  on  call  at  very 
short  dates,  on  good  bank  securities,  with 
sufficient  margin  to  keep  themselves  on 
the  safe  side,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
unwise  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so. 
It  would  wipe  those  savings  banks  out  of 
existence,  because  they  could  not  then 
receive  the  deposits  of  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  people.  These  institutions  were 
doing  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the  country, 
and  he  trusted  that  the  amendment  of 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Victoria  would 
not  be  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS  thought  that  the 
proposition  before  the  House  was  not 
the  propriety  of  savings  banks  lendinc: 
money  on  the  security  of  bank  stocks, 
but  whether,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  the  Bill  should  bo  passed  to  ex- 
tend their  charters  for  ten  yearp.  He 
thought  that  the  objection  which  had 
•been  raised  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Victoria  was  a  reasonable  one,  and  that 
the  amendment  shouhl  pass.  This  Bill 
waa  not  like  the  measure  affecting  the 
chartered  banks  of  the  country  ;  that 
Bill  had  been  discussed  in  the  press  for 
months,  and  had  been  before  Parliament 
•for  some  time,  but  the  Bill  which  was 
now  before  the  House  had  been  intro- 
duced without  notice,  and  there  was  no 
urgent  necessity  for  passing  it  in  its 
present  shape.  He  (Mr.  Gibbs)  had  no 
objection  whatever  to  seconding  the 
amendment,  but  suggested  that  the  time 
should  be  extended  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1881,  when  the  chartere  of  all  the  banks 
would  expire. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  it  might  be 
very  well  to  admit  that  the  situation  of 
savings   banks  was  very  different  from 
Hon.  Mr,  Wark, 


that  of  other  banks,  but,  after  all,  the 
piincipal  question  was  the  protection  to 
depositors,  and,  from  that  point  of  view, 
the  question  raised  incidentally  about 
the  power  to  speculate  in  bank  stocks 
might  be  very  appropriate,  but  the 
House  had  not  as  yet  come  to  that  point. 
The  question  now  was  simply  as  to  the 
extension  of  those  chartera,  and  whether 
that  extension  should  be  limited  to  some 
time  in  1881.  He  called  the  attention 
of  the  Minister  of  Militia  to  the  course 
that  had  been  taken  when  the  charters 
of  these  banks  were  extended  in  1871. 
On  that  occasion  the  Bill  had  originated 
on  resolutions  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
assumed  that  there  liad  been  some  good 
reason  for  that.  He  suggested  that  this 
Bill  should  not  be  passed  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  unless  some  urgent  neces- 
sity could  be  shewn  for  it.  He  did  not 
like  this  hasty  legislation.  The  House 
could  not  tell  what  the  effects  of  this 
Bill,  which  had  been  sprung  upon  them, 
might  be,  and  they  should  remember 
that  it  affected  the  rights  of  parties  who 
were  not  able  to  protect  themselves.  He 
thought,  under  the  circumstances,  that  it 
would  be  better  to  postpone  any  action 
upon  the  matter  until  the  beginning  of 
the  next  session,  when  the  House  would 
be  in  a  position  to  legislate  upon  it  intel- 
ligently. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  ex- 

plained  that  the  reason  why  the  Act  of 
1871  had  originated  on  resolutions  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  was 
that,  at  that  time,  it  was  intended  to 
bring  these  savings  banks  under  a  new 
system,  which  was  afterwards  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  thought  it  was 
unfortunate  that  such  a  measure  as  this 
should  be  sprung  upon  the  House  with 
so  little  notice.  The  Savings  Bank  in 
Montreal  had  been,  for  a  number  of  years, 
managed  with  a  good  deal  of  care  and 
success,  but  he  was  afraid  that  that  had 
not  been  so  much  the  case  of  late.  He 
did  not  suppose  that  the  bank  was  not 
perfectly  safe  nor  that  the  care  that  was 
bestowed  upon  it  now  was  not  such  as 
to  protect  all  interests ;  &t  the  same 
time,  there  were  circumstances  known 
to  all  business  men  in  Montreal  which 
made  it  desirable  that  even  more  care 
and  greater  prudence  should  be  seeured 
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before   Parliament    legislated   so   as  to 
extend  the  charter  to  «o  long  a  period  as 
ten  years.     There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
money  had  been  loaned,  and  this  money 
was  principally    the    deposits  of    poor 
people,   on   securities   that   had    turned 
out  to  be  insufficient.     He  would  not  go 
into  details,  because  he  had  no  desire  to 
say  anything  against  the  bank,  but  what 
he  had  stated  made  him  think  it  was 
unfortunate  that  this  legislation  should 
be  attempted  without  more  notioe.     He 
could    not,     however,    agree   with    the 
other  proposition  of  the   hon.   Senator 
from    Victoria     (Mr.     Ryan),     because 
it  would   be  thought  to   be  a  mistake 
to    prevent    the    savings     banks    from 
loaning  on  the  security  of  bank  stocks. 
Their  position  was  different  from  that  of 
other  banks.     In   the  first  place,  their 
capital  was  so  small  that  the  mischief 
they  could  do  by  such  loans,  if  any,  must 
be  very  slight.     During  the  inflation  of 
a  few  years   ago.  the  other  banks  loaned 
money  upon  the  security  of  the  stock  of 
other  banks,  and,  in  that  way,  ran  up  the 
Talue  of  the   article  that  they  were  all 
dealing  in.     That  had  proved  Tery  unfor- 
tunate for  themselves  and  for  the  public. 
There  was   very  little  probability  that 
the    savings    banks    would    or    could 
do    anything    of    that    kind,     and    it 
was  desirable  that  there  should  be  some 
institutions     where    money    could     be 
obtained  for  legitimate  purposes  on  the 
security  of  a  moderate  amount  of  bank 
stock.      He  concurred    in  the  opinion 
that  these  charters  should  be  extended 
for  only  a  short  time,  because  it  was 
necessary    to    throw    some  restrictions 
around  them.     For  example,  this  very 
Bill  contained  a  clause  allowing  savings 
banks  to  hold  a  certain  amount  of  pro- 
vincial debentures  as  part  of  their  reserve. 
Now,  there  were  some  provincial  deben- 
tures that  he  understood  were  held  at 
considerable  discount  in  New  York,  and 
if  these  were  held  as  part  of  the  reserve 
it  would  evidently  lower  the  reserve  bil- 
low the  true  value  which  the  legislature 
ought  to  prescribe. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  weight 
in  the  objection  which  had  been  raised 
against  proceeding  with  a  bill  introduced 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  He 
had  no  reason,  except  the  one  that  he 
had  stated,  for  pressing  the  Bill  now. 
Ron,  Mr,  Penny, 


The  anxiety  of  the  banking  institutions- 
might,  perhaps,  be  justifiable  in  points 
that  the  House  did  not  now  think  of,  as, 
for  instance,  this  :  They  might  apprehend 
some  withdrawal  of  confidence  through 
a  suspicion  getting  abroad  amongst  the 
depositors  that  the  charters  were  about 
expiring.  It  was  difficult  to  limit  the 
danger  from  the  credulity  of  depositors 
in  savings  banks.  It  was  admitted  by 
all  that,  during  the  next  session  of  Par- 
liament, the  legislation  would  naturally 
take  place  which  this  Bill  now  contem- 
plated, and,  as  the  proposed  amendment 
would  prolong  the  charters  of  the  savings 
banks  until  after  next  session,  he  was 
willing  to  accept  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  suggested  that  the 
words,  <*  to  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Parliament,"  should  be  substituted  for 
'^  six  months ''  in  the  amendment. 

The  suggestion  was  complied  with,  and 
the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Oa  the  2nd  clause, 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY  suggested  that 
the  following  proviso  should  be  struck 
out : — 

«  Provided  always,  that  every  such  savings 
bank  shall  always  hold  at  least  twenty  per 
cent,  of  the  moneys  deposited  with  it  in 
Dominion  or  ProTincial  Government  secorities,. 
or  deposits  in  chartered  Banks  on  call." 

Hon.  Mr.  DeBOUOHERVILLE  did 
not  see  why  it  should  be  omitted.  The 
provincial  securities  i^ere  as  good  as  any 
that  the  savings  banks  held. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN  thought  that  the 
Gk)vemment  were  not  looking  after  the 
interests  of  the  savings  banks  in  making 
that  provision.  There  was  nothing  to 
prevent  them  from  investing  in  provin- 
cial securities  now  if  they  wished  to  do 
so. 

Hon.  Mr.  DeBOUOHERVILLE 
thought  it  would  be  found  that,  m  the 
existing  law,  they  were  required  to  hold 
Dominion  but  not  provincial  securities. 
This  Bill  merely  gave  them  the  option  of 
taking  either.  There  might  be  some 
advantage  in  giving  them  that  option. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  OAMPBELL  said 
it  would  give  a  market,  of  course,  for 
these  provincial  securities.  If  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  Oommittee  to  let  the  clause 
remain  in  (he  Bill,  there  could  not  be- 
anything  wrong  in  it. 
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Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— It  is  far  better 
to  oonfiue  the  Bill  to  extending  the 
charters. 

The  2nd  clause  whs  struck  out. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ,  from  the  Committee, 
i*eported  the  Bill  with  the  amendment, 
which  was  concurred  in. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 


CANADA    TEMPERANCE    ACT,     1878, 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

COMMONS   AHENDMEKT  REJECTED. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been 
read  for  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  House  of  Commons 
to  Bill  (K)  "  An  Act  to  remove  doubts 
as  to  the  tru»  intent  and  meaning  of  sub- 
section 9  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act, 
1878,  and  to  further  amend  the  said 
Act.'^ 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL  said  :— I  feel,  hon. 
gentlemen,  that  you  will,  like  myself, 
be  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  it 
would  be  exceedingly  unwise,  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  to  re-open  the  de- 
bate upon  the  great  question  of  temper- 
ance and  prohibitory  legislation.  ,  In 
order  to  do  full  justice  to  the  amendment 
which  is  now  submitted  to  our  oonsidera- 
tion,  it  would  require,  I  have  no  doubt, 
an  address,  on  my  part,  of  sever- 
end  hours'  duration,  to  be  followed 
by  addresses  <^  equal  length  by  other 
gentlemen  equally  interested  in  this 
great  question,  and  thus  I  do  not 
propose  to  touch  at  all  upon  the  merits 
of  the  amendment  submitted  to  us,  but  I 
shall  content  myself  by  moving  that  the 
consideration  of  this  amendment  shall 
be  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 
That,  of  course,  amounts  to  throw- 
ing out  the  Bill.  My  reasons  for 
doing  so  are  simply  these :  In  1878 
tills  identical  question  was  very  fully 
and  very  ably  discussed  in  this  body, 
and  a  deliberate  verdict  of  the  House 
was  given  and  embodied  in  the  Act  as  it 
now  stands.  Since  that  legislation  was 
granted — granted,  I  may  observe,  at  the 
i-equest  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
our  citizens — ^we  have  had  no  opix>r- 
tunity  of  testing  the  merits  of  the  Act, 
aud  I  will  call  hon.  gentlemen's  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  no  person  has  asked 
for  the  alteration  that  is  here  proposed 
Hon,  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


to  be  made.  No  address,  no  single  peti- 
tion, has  come  to  either  branch  of  the 
Legislature  compkining  of  the  injustice 
of  the  provision  that  is  now  sought  to  be 
struck  out  We  all  know  how  the  op- 
position to  it  has  originated.  We  all 
know  what  private  individuals  can  ac- 
complish by  the  introduction  of  amend- 
ments of  this  kind  at  a  late  period  of  the 
session,  with  a  view  of  carrying  them 
through  in  a  thin  House.  On  these 
grounds,  and  on  these  grounds  alone, 
without  touching  on  the  merits  of  the 
case,  I  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  to  sup- 
port the  view  which  I  take,  that  it  is 
very  inexpedient  that,  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  that  a  matter  of  such 
importance  should  be  hastily  brought 
before    us    and    hastily    disposed    of. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD— The  effect  of 
that  will  be  to  throw  the  Bill  out  alto- 
gether. £  think  we  had  better  deal  with 
it  in  the  usual  way — either  to  reject  the 
amendment,  or  concur  in  it,  and  send  the 
Bill  back  with  that  message. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— I  happen 
to  come  from  a  district  where  the  Dunkin 
Act  and  the  Soott  Act  have,  I  think, 
been  thoroughly  tested.  I  come  from 
the  County  of  Oxford,  and  I  think  I  am 
pretty  well  posted  as  t*  the  sentiment  of 
that  and  the  adjoining  Counties  of  Mid- 
dlesex, Brant  and  Waterloo,  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  am  not  a  total  abstainer,  but  there 
is  no  man  who  has  taken  a  deeper  interest, 
in  his  own  county,  in  the  efforts  to  aboUsh 
the  drinking  habits  of  the  classes  who  are 
destroying  themselves  with  intoxicating 
liquors  tlwui  I  have.  In  the  County  of 
Oxford  we  have  a  large  number  of  advo- 
cates of  the  temperance  cause.  We  have, 
almost  everv  week,  large  public  meetings 
upon  the  subject.  The  Dunkin  Act  had 
been  fairly  put  before  the  people  and  had 
been  carried  by  the  county,  but  it  was 
aftei  wards  repealed,  and  no  effort  has 
since  been  made  by  the  advocates  of  the 
temperance  cause  to  have  the  Act  again 
submitted  to  the  constituency.  Can 
there  be  any  stronger  evidence  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  considered  unwise  to  force  this 
measure  upon  the  people  of  the  country  t 
The  population  of  my  county  very  largely 
consists  of  Highland  and  Lowland  Scotch, 
English  and  Germans,  a  highly  moral, 
industrious  and  intelligent  people  ;  and 
if  there  is  any  constituency  in  Canada 
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that  can  really  be  looked  upon  as  an  ex- 
ponent of  the  principles  of  this  measure, 
it  is  the  constituency  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent. 

Hon.  Mr.  VID AL— Then  give  them  a 
chance  to  test  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— lean  saj, 
on  behalf  of  these  people,  that  they  have 
been  harrassed  by  attempts  to  force  this 
law  upon  them.  I  have  been  on  the 
jJatform  with  temperance  men,  and  I 
have  addressed  meetings  on  the  temper- 
ance cause,  and,  although  I  take  wine 
when  I  find  it  necessary  for  the  benefit 
of  my  health,  I  do  not  use  it  to  excess, 
and  no  law  will  prevent  me  from  using 
it  when  I  require  it.  We  do  not  care  to 
be  harrassed,  even  in  a  good  cause,  by 
what  is,  in  many  cases,  fanaticism.  I 
do  not  refer  to  the  hon.  Senator  frqm 
Belleville,  because  I  believe  that  if 
there  is  any  man  who  works  honestly 
and  conscientiously  for  the  temperance 
cause  it  is  that  hon.  gentleman,  and  I 
regret  to  have  to  differ  from  him  on  this 
occasion.  I  am  frequently  told  by  warm 
advocates  of  temperance  that  there  is  no 
use  in  trying  to  force  this  measure  upon 
the  people.  We  may,  by  moral  suasion 
and  example,  educate  the  young  men  of 
the  country  into  habits  of  temperance, 
but  we  cannot  force  them  to  be  temper- 
ate by  legislation.  Jf  a  farm^  comes 
in  to  market  after  the  hard  work  of  his 
harvest  is  over  and  wishes  to  indulge  in 
A  glass  of  ale,  why  should  he  be  pre- 
vented from  having  iti  They  do  not 
undertake  in  Scotland,  the  most  moral 
country  in  the  world,  to  force  temper- 
ance upon  the  people,  and  are  we  in 
Canada  to  set  an  example  to  the  Mother 
Country  in  trying  to  force  virtue  upon 
the  community  t  We  have  tried  the 
Scott  Act  and  the  Dunkin  Act,  and  they 
have  both  fedled.  They  have  been  a 
dead  letter,  because  they  have  been 
brought  in  merely  for  political  effect, 
and  not  because  they  have  been  de- 
manded by  the  great  mass  of 
the  people.  The  amendment  made 
to  this  Bill  by  the  House  of 
'Commons  is  made  in  accordance 
with  public  sentiment,  and  we  should 
accept  it  as  such.  I  give  the  hon.  gentle- 
man from  Sarnia  credit  for  the  sincerity 
of  his  motives,  and  for  his  enthusiasm  in 
ihe  cause,  but  I  believe  that  he  is  mis- 
Han,  Mr.  Aleocander, 


taken,  and  that  he  does  not  represent 
the  common  sense  of  the  tempei-anoe 
community. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— The  hon.  gentle- 
man will  recollect  that  all  the  experi- 
ments that  have  been  made  in  Ontario 
to  introduce  the  Scott  Act  have  been 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  Dominion, 
and,  consequently,  at  the  expense  of  the 
other  provinces  where  they  have  not 
thought  proper  to  ask  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  that  measure.  I  must  confess 
that  1  heard  with  unfeigned  surprise  the 
announcement  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
fi*om  Sarnia,  that  he  intended  to  strangle 
what  may  be  called  his  own  child ;  that, 
after  taking  up  the  time  of  this  House  in 
asking  for  amendments  to  the  Temper- 
ance Act  which  he  considered  important, 
he  now  prefers  to  risk  the  defeat  of  the 
Bill  altogether  rather  than  accept  the 
amendment  made  to  it  by  the  House 
of  Commons.  My  hon.  friend,  I  think, 
cannot  persuade  this  House  that  we 
can  escape  the  consideration  of  that 
amendment  by  any  side  wind  such  as  he 
recommends.  The  effect  of  that  amend- 
ment will  be  that,  instead  of  that  Act 
being  put  in  force  by  the  vote  of  the  ma- 
jority who  may  cast  their  votes,  it  must 
have  a  majority  of  the  electors  of  the 
district.  The  hon.  gentleman  says  that 
that  principle  was  rejected  by  this  lioaw 
two  years  ago.  My  hon  fiiend  is  entirely 
mistaken.  It  is  quite  true  that  it  was 
not  in  the  Bill,  but  he  will  recollect  that, 
when  the  hon.  gentleman  from  York 
suggested  and  moved  an  amendment,  re- 
quiring the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the 
ratepayers  of  the  district  to  put  the  Act 
in  operation,  it  was  only  from  strong 
pressure,  from  it  being  urged  that,  by 
that  means,  he  would  kill  the  Bill,  he 
consented  to  allow  it  to  go  by,  and  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt,  had  that  amend- 
ment been  moved  before  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  it  would  have  been  as- 
sented to  by  l^is  House,  because  such 
was  the  feeling  that  was  generated  by  the 
discussion  of  this  subject  that,  whereas 
all  the  amendments  were  rejected  by  an 
overwhelming  majority,  yet,  when  it 
came  to  a  final  vote,  it  was  only  carried 
by  a  majority  of  one.  I  look  upon  this 
as  a  decided  change  in  public  sentiment 
with  regard  to  the  operation  of  this  Act, 
and  the  question  is  whether  we  will  ^ve 
our  assent  to  that  expression  or  not.     It 
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is  a  qnestion  thac  must  be  dealt  with, 
and  cannot  be  shirked.  I  hold  that  the 
effect  of  the  oi)eration  of  this  Act  is  to 
enable  the  minority  to  rule  the  majority. 
It  is  a  false  principle — a  principle  that 
^as  never  been  contended  for,  even  in  so 
democratic  a  country  as  the  United 
States.  There  they  have  never  gone 
further  than  to  provide  that  the  majority 
should  rule  the  minority.  My  hon. 
friend  from  Samia  may  say  that  the 
majority  have  the  opportunity,  if  they 
think  proper,  to  go  to  the  polls  and  ex- 
press their  opinion,  but  the  hon.  gentle- 
man knows  very  well  wha,t  is  the  prac- 
tical result;  he  knows  that  the  aggressive 
l>arty  are  the  active  party ;  that  Uiey  are 
the  parties  who  make  use  of  all  the  in- 
fluences they  can  to  get  their  friends  up  to 
the  polls,  and,  unless  the  other  party  are 
aroused  from  their  indifference,  they  are 
overruled  by  the  action  of  one-third  or 
one  fourth  of  the  whole  constituency. 
It  is  no  wonder  that,  after  witnessing  its 
practical  operation  in  Ontario,  it  is  the 
deliberate  judgment  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  that  that  clause  ought 
to  be  amended,  and  that  the  assent  of  at 
least  the  majority  of  the  electors  should 
be  re<j|uired  before  it  goes  into  operation 
in  any  district.  That  is  the  narrow  issue 
before  us,  and,  with  regard  to  it,  let  me 
call  my  hon.  friend's  attention  to  this 
fact :  we  have  had  reference  made  in  times 
past  as  to  the  course  taken  in  England. 
My  hon.  friend  surely  knows  enough 
of  the  temperance  feeling  and  temper- 
ance movement  in  England — because 
there  it  is  a  temperance  movement,  and 
not  an  abolition  movement,  as  it  is  in 
this  country — to  be  aware  that  the  men 
who  have  charge  of  that  movement  are 
sincere,  honest,  earnest  reformers  in 
the  cause  of  temperance,  just  as  much 
80  as  any  person  in  this  country,  and  the 
hon.  gentleman  must  bear  in  mind  tha:^ 
they  have  never  gone  beyond  asking  that 
two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers  of  any  dis 
trict  should  have  the  power  to  interdict 
the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors.  Nobody 
ever  proposed  before  that  the  minority 
should,  by  their  active  agitation  and 
active  organization,  have  the  power  to 
obtain  a  proclamation  to  stop  the  sale 
of  spirituous  liquors  in  any  district.  No 
one  has  ever  suggested  that  such  a  propo- 
sition should  have  been  entertained  for  a 
jnoment  in  England  ;  such  is  the  narrow 
Hon.  Mr.  Dickey. 


issue  before  us,  and  we  must  either 
accept  or  reject  this  amendment.  My 
view  is  decidedly  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment, and  to  enable  the  Act  to  go  into 
operation  upon  the  only  proper  basis  that 
it  can  be  advocated  :  the  principle  of  the 
majority  ruling  the  minority. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— I  have 
always  been  opposed  to  a  law  which  has 
seemed  to  me  not  only  thoroughly  un- 
practical and  ill-digested,  but  also  op- 
pressive and  one-sided  in  its  provisions, 
and  I  was  very  glad  when  I  found  that 
the  House  of  Commons  had  awakened  to 
a  sense  of  its  responsibilities,  and  had 
made  the  amendments  to  the  Bill 
which  we  are  now  asked  by  the  hon. 
member  (Mr.  Yidal)  to  disregard.  All 
that  it  is  necessary  to  say  on  the  ques- 
tion has  been  said  by  the  hon.  member 
from  Amherst,  and  it  appears  hardly 
necessary  to  trouble  the  House  with  a 
repetition  of  his  arguments,  but  I  do 
hope  we  shall  almost  unanimously  reject 
the  proposal  now  made,  and  duly  concur 
in  the  amendments. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— My  hon.  friend 
from  Woodstock  has  put  me  in  mind  of 
the  first  starting  of  the  temperance  cause 
in  Belleville.  There  was  an  old  gentle- 
man who  came  forward,  at  that  time, 
and  joined  the  cause,  on  the  understand- 
ing that  a  person,  when  ill,  could  ^lse 
stimulants.  Shortly  afterwards,  his  wife 
said  to  me  that  she  thought  the  temper- 
ance cause  was  doing  a  great  deal  of 
injury  to  the  country,  for  her  husband 
had  signed  the  pledge,  and  he  had  been 
ill  ever  since.  Now,  my  hon.  friend 
tells  us  that  he  is  a  temperance  man ;  if 
he  is  a  temperance  man,  he  does  not 
shew  a  very  temperate  spirit ;  at  times, 
at  all  events,  he  shows  rather  a  bellige- 
rent spirit.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that, 
if  I  went  out  of  the  House  every  half 
hour  or  so,  I  should  not  be  very  tempe- 
rate myself.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  any- 
thing that  would  be  injurious  to  the 
chai*acter  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  but  I 
am  afraid  that  the  part  of  the  country 
from  which  he  comes,  if  he  is  the  pro- 
fessed exponent  of  its  temperance  prin- 
ciples, is  going  further  and  further  from 
the  temperance  question,  and  further 
and  further  from  prohibition.  That  is 
the  view  I  take  of  his  case,  and  I  would 
not  like,  if  I  were  to  go  on  a  committee 
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on  temperanr^e,  or  to  speak  on  the  subject 
on  a  platform,  to  have  tlie  hon.  gentleman 
on  that  committee  or  on  that  platform 
along  with  me,  for  I  am  quite  sure  he 
would  do  more  injury  than  good  to  the 
cause.  I  am  oppos&I  to  everything  but 
total  prohibition,  and  I  want  it  so  under- 
stood. If  I  had  been  in  the  House 
when  the  Temperance  Act  was  intro- 
duced, I  would  have  voted  against  it 
I  do  not  believe  in  having  anything 
whatever  to  do  with  the  liquor  traflSc, 
and  I  should  certainly  have  voted  to 
throw  out  the  Bill.  I  believe  it  would 
have  been  in  the  interest  of  the  people 
to  have  thrown  it  out,  but,  if  the  House 
thinks  the  Act  should  be  tried,  let  it 
have  a  fair  trial.  We  have  had  no 
opportunity,  until  lately,  to  find  out, 
through  the  Supreme  Court,  that  Par- 
liament wag  justified  in  passing  that  Act, 
and  it  has  not  yet  had  a  fair  trial  in  any 
part  of  the  Dominion.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man from  Woodstock  says  it  has  been 
tried  in  his  County,  but  I  say  it  has  not 
been  tiied  in  Ontario. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — It  is  not  in  force 
in  a  single  place  in  Ontario. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— When  it  passed  in 
Nova  Scotia,  it  was  appealed  against, 
and  it  is  only  a  few  days  since  that  the 
appeal  was  set  aside,  with  costs.  As  to 
the  Dnnkin  Act,  it  never  worked  well. 
It  was  not  an  Act  which  was  calculated 
to  command  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
or  even  of  the  temperance  men  them- 
selves, and  I  know  in  the  county  in 
which  I  live  I  have  never  felt  inclined  to 
advocate  it.  I  believed  it  was  better  to 
have  prohibition,  pure  and  simple,  or  not 
at  all — either  to  do  away  with  the  liquor 
traffic  altogether,  or  let  it  stand  as  it  is 
until  it  wears  itself  out.  Although  the 
opponents  of  prohibition  say  '*  you  must 
not  thrust  your  principles  down  my 
throat,"  I  say  1  have  no  desire  to  do  so, 
nor  would  I  allow  any  man  to  thrust  his 
principles  down  my  throat,  particularly 
if  they  were  liquor  principles.  I  am 
happy  to  say  I  have  been  fifty-three 
years  a  cold  water  man,  and  I  would 
rather  die  than  depart  from  the  total 
abstinence  principle. 

Hon.    Dr.   BROUSE— There    is   one 
view  that  ought  to  be  taken  with  regai-d 
to  the  Bill  before  the  House.     As  I  un- 
derstand it,  a  majority  of  the  electoral 
Hon,  Mr,  Flint. 


vote  of  a  district  must  be  recorded,  in 
order  that  the  law  can  be  enforced.  Now, 
if  hon.  gentlemen  will  take  up  the  returns 
for  any  parliamentary  election,  they  will 
see  how  very  unfair  this  method  will  be 
towards  the  temperance  people  of  the 
country.  Take  one  of  the  adjoining 
counties,  for  instance,  and  you  will  find 
that,  out  of  3,000  qualified  electors,  not 
over  2,200  votes  will  be  recorded.  Take 
the  election  returns  in  the  Parliamentary 
Campanianf  and  you  will  find  that  only 
from  65  to  72  per  cent,  of  the  votes, 
belonging  to  a  county  are  recorded  in  an 
exciting  potitical  election.  Therefore,  in 
no  instance  can  we  expect  that  more  than 
fifly  per  cent,  of  the  votes  will  be  given 
in  an  election  held  under  the  Temperance 
Act,  so  that  to  accept  this  amendment  is, 
practically,  to  render  the  Act  inoperative. 
Hon.  gentlemen  are  not  true  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  temperance  when  they  demand 
that  such  a  large  p^x^ntage  of  votes 
should  be  recorded.  I  am  not  a  teetotaller 
myself ;  but  I  believe  the  people,  who 
have  left  it  with  their  representatives  to 
be  the  arbiters  in  this  case,  should  be- 
given  an  opportunity  of  fairly  testing  the- 
law  as  it  at  present  exists.  It  has  only 
recently  been  decided  in  the  Courts  ibst 
the  Temperance  Act  is  constitutional^ 
and,  until  that  decision  was  had,  the  law 
could.not  receive  a  fair  triaL 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN — It  is  perfectly 
ti*ae,  as  stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Amherst,  that  I  did  in  1878  move 
a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  peti- 
tion should  only  be  adopted  upon  receiv- 
ing the  suppoi*t  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  electoral  vote.  I  pressed  that 
view  very  strongly  and  expressed  my 
conviction  that  it  was  really  the  only 
proper  way  in  which  the  opinion  of  the 
people  shonld  be  ascertained.  I  was  as- 
sui-ed  by  the  hon.  member  from  Ottawa 
(Mr.  Scott)  and  the  hon.  member  from 
Sarnia  (Mr  Yidal)  that  the  effect  of  that 
amendment  would  simplv  be  to  make  the 
law  wholly  inoperative. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — I  say  so  still. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLAN — I  see  in  the 
Senate  Debates  that  I  then  stated,  on 
their  assurance,  that  I  did  not  desire  to 
make  the  Bill  a  dead  letter,  that  I  was 
perfectly  willing  that  it  should  have  a 
trial  if  the  people  wished  to  adopt  it,  and 
that      I     would     not      take     the     re- 
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'sponsibility  of  doins^  anything  to  render 
the  Bill  inoperative.  Upon  that 
ground  I  withdrew  the  resolution,  and, 
upon  that  very  same  ground,  I  should 
not  feel  disposed  to  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment if  that  was  the  question  before  the 
House.  I  confess  I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand the  mode  in  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  brought  this  matter  before 
the  House  ;  he  drives  us  into  this  coiner, 
that  we  must  either  accept  the  amend- 
ment or  reject  the  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— That  is  the  mean- 
ing of  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLA.N — ^I  cannot  see  the 
wisdom  of  that  course,  and  I  would  be 
at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  vote  upon  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD— 1  beg  to 
move  that  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Commons  be  concurred  in. 

Hon.  Mr.  AJKINS— I  introduced  the 
Bill,  as  hon.  gentlemen  will  recollect,  for 
the  purpose  of  correcting  some  irregulari- 
ties and  some  diificalties  that  occur  in 
what  is  known  as  the  Scott  Act.  The 
Bill  did  not  deal  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  Act  at  all,  but 
merely  with  some  of  its  details. 
That  BDl  received  the  endorsement  of 
this  House,  and  it  went  down  to  the 
Commons,  where  an  amendment  was  in- 
troduced into  it  that,  from  my  point  of 
^ew,  not  only  destroys  this  Bill,  but 
seriously  aflects  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act  itself.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  if  this  amendment  is  adopted, 
the  Canada  Temperance  Act  will  be 
inoperative.  Under  these  circumstances, 
when  the  Bill  was  returned,  I  could  noc 
move  concurrence  in  the  amendment — in 
fact,  I  could  not  support  it  in  any  way,  and 
hence  I  refused  to  take  it  up.  That  is 
my  position.  The  hon.  gentleman  from 
Samia  thought  that  the  Bill  should  foe 
dealt  with  in  some  way,  and  so  he  has 
taken  the  course  which  he  has  proposed 
to  the  House.  To  shew  in  what  an 
absurd  way  this  law  would  work,  if  the 
amendment  is  adopted,  we  will  take  the 
City  of  Toronto  as  a  constituency.  In  that 
cicy  there  are  seven  wards,  and  you  must 
have  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  on  the 
electoral  list  in  order  to  enforce  the  Act. 
•John  Smith,  an  elector,  may  be  a 
wealthy  man,  owning  property  in  each 
ward.  Although  his  name  appear?  seven 
Hon.  Mr,  Allan, 


times  on  the  electoral  list,  he  can  only 
record  one  vote  in  the  constituency  in 
favor  of  the  Act,  while  his  votes  in  the 
lists  of  the  six  remaining  wards  are 
counted  as  against  the  law.  In  the  same 
way,  a  farmer  may  have  three  or  four 
farms  in  as  many  townships  in  an  elec- 
toral district  ;  he  can  only  give  one  vote 
in  favor  of  the  Act,  and  the  other  three 
are  counted  against  it.  In  fact,  every 
time  a  man's  name  is  recorded  on  the 
voters'  Hst  under  such  circumstances,  it 
is  a  vote  against  the  Act,  although  the 
man  himself  has  voted  for  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — ^I  was  in  hopes 
that  the  simple  reason  which  I  offered 
to  the  House,  that  the  amendment  should 
not  be  considered  this  session,  was 
sufficient  to  warrant  its  {)ostponement. 
We  are  here  very  apt  to  say  ^and  gen- 
erally it  is  our  desire)  that  we  carry  out 
the  well  understood  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple. This  body  has  always  stood  as  the 
friend  and  protector  of  the  public,  and 
now  hon.  gentlemen  are  asked  to  take  a 
step  in  the  opposite  direction.  I  under- 
take to  s^j  that  the  legislation  which  we 
gave  to  the  country  in  1878  has  met 
with  the  approval  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  the  people  of  Canada,  and 
I  venture  to  assert,  without  the  least 
fear  of  contradiction  that,  if  the  Senate 
should  approve  of  such  a  clause  as  this 
by  which  the  legislation  that  was  granted 
in  response  to  their  prayers  is  to  be 
stripped  from  the  Statute  book,  this  House 
will  cease  to  be  regarded  as  the  protector 
of  the  public.  All  eyes  will  be  attracted  to 
the  Senate,  'i'he  eyes  of  all  those  good 
and  charitable  men  who  have  for  years 
been  laboring  at  their  own  cost,  expend- 
ing their  time  and  strength  and  money 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  their  fellow 
men,  will  be  directed  to  the  Senate  to 
see  whether  we  will  now  stand,  as 
we  have  stood  in  the  past,  as 
the  guardians  of  ^the  people's  rights,  to 
protect  them  from  beiiig  injured  by  those 
who  live  luxuriously  on  money  obtained 
by  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  th«it 
which  is  producing  misery,  crime  and 
death  in  the  country.  The  hon.  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  very  clearly  brought 
before  you  the  improper  mode  suggested 
here  for  ascertaining  the  mind  of  the 
conimnnity.  I  am  able,  from  an  actual 
knowledge  of  the  faces,  to  state  what  the 
effect  on  the  voters'  lists  would  be  of  fol- 
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lowing  the  plan  that  has  been  suggested. 
The  town  in  which  I  live  is  divided  into 
three  wards,  and  many  people  own  pro- 
perty in  all  three,  and  their  names  are 
on  the  three  votera'  lists.  In  order  that 
we  might  ascertain  the  actual  number  of 
voters  in  Sarnia,  I  went  over  those  lists, 
striking  from  them  the  names  of  those 
who  were  dead,  or  had  left  the  placp,  <fec  , 
and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  there 
were  some  250  names  of  such  persons, 
and  names  that  were  duplicated  and 
triplicated — about  thirty  per  cent,  alto- 
gether. Now,  observe  what  the  effect  of 
this  legislation  would  be  in  Samia,  and 
I  suppose  it  would  be  the  same  in  other 
towns.  The  votfts  of  a  large  number  of 
|>er8ons  who  actually  supported  the  Act 
would  be  counted  against  it.  One 
man  having,  on  account  of  hia  posses- 
sions in  different  parts  of  a  town,  his 
name  on  the  voters'  lists  in  six  places 
would  cast  one  vote  for  the  Act,  and  the 
other  five  would  be  counted  against  it. 
"  Absurd,"  is  the  only  proper  woi-d  to 
desciibe  that  mode  of  tcCking  the  vote  of 
the  people.  The  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  is  the  only  result  on  which  to  rely. 
The  poll  is  open  to  ail  voters,  and  I 
know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  parties 
engaged  in  the  liquor  traffic  have  the 
money  and  energy,  and  bring  out  every 
vote  that  can  be  polled  to  sustain  their 
side  ;  while  1  know,  to  my  cost  and  sor- 
row, that  my  associates  in  the  temper- 
ance work  are  more  disposed  to  stay  at 
home  and  take  no  active  part  in  the  con- 
test. And  because  a  large  majority  of 
those  who  believe  in  the  Temperance 
Act  do  not  go  to  the  polls,  you  propose 
to  count  their  votes  against  the  Act ; 
that  is  practically  the  effect  of  this 
amendment.  This  matter  was  decided 
in  1878,  and  yet  we  are  now  asked,  with- 
out complaint  against  the  existing  law, 
to  declare  that  our  decision  of  two  yeais 
ago  was  all  wrong  before  the  Act  has 
had  a  trial  at  all.  The  hon.  Senator 
from  Woodstock  says  that  it  has  been 
tried  ;  I  say  that  it  has  not  been  tested 
yet.  The  Dunkin  Act  was  found 
to  be  unsuitable,  and  was  superseded  by 
the  Scott  Act,  which  has  only  been 
adopted  in  one  county  in  Ontario,  and, 
even  there,  has  not  yet  taken  efiect. 
Notwithstanding  that  fact,  wc  are  asked 
to  go  bdck  on  our  record,  and  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Woodstock,  who  is  so 
Hon.  Mr.  Vidal. 


jealous  of  the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  and 
so  desirous  of  maintaining  its  supremacy 
and  influence  in  the  Dominion,  tells  a» 
that  because  the  amendment  was  adopted 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  we  should 
bow  to  the  decision  of  that  body,  as  an 
expression  of  the  will  of  the  people.  He 
does  not  speak  in  that  way  when  it  suits 
his  purpose  to  oppose  the  majority  in  the 
Commons ;  then  he  stands  on  the  dignity 
of  the  Senate. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER  --  Yes ; 
when  we  are  right. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDA.L— The  legislation  of 
1878  was  considered  a  fair  settlement  of 
this  question,  and  was  so  accepted  by 
both  sides  in  Parliament,  and  we  must 
not  tamper  with  that  Act  until  has  had 
a  fair  trial.  I  contend  that  if  you  afford 
the  people  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
opinion  on  this  proposed  legislation,  they 
will  condemn  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER-«It  has 
been  approved  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who  have  been  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — ^The  question  was 
considered  and  settled  in  1878,  and  it  is 
utter  nonsense  to  talk  about  its  having 
been  a  test  question  in  the  Isist  election. 
I  contend  that  on  this  question  the  House 
of  Commons  does  not  represent  the  peo- 
ple. Give  the  people  a  chance  to  speak,, 
and  see  if,  by  next  sassion,  you  will  not 
have  petitions  by  the  thousand,  signed  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  citizens, 
asking  you  for  the  sake  of  all  that  is 
good,  not  to  mutilate  the  Act,  but  to  give 
them  a  chance  to  alleviate  the  misery 
caused  by  intemperance.  I  speak  earn- 
estly, because  I  know  the  importance  of 
this  matter.  I  would  appeal  to  the 
Senate  in  the  interest  of  those  who  are 
looking  to  us  for  protection,  and  I  trust 
that  we  shall  give  them  reason  for  saying 
now,  as  in  times  past,  "  Thank  God  we 
have  a  Senate !  ** 

Hon.  Mr.  SUOTT— I  do  not  desire  to 
go  into  the  merits  of  the^question.  I 
rise  simply  to  give  my  views  of  the 
anomalous  position  in  which  the  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment  would  place  us. 
Two  years  ago  Parliament  passed  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act,  and  the  belief 
generally  in  this  Chamber,  and  through- 
out the  country,  was  that  the  legislation 
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was  in  the  right  direction.  So  far  as 
that  Act  has  been  tested,  it  has  been 
regarded  as  satisfactory.  This  year,  the 
hon.  Secretary  of  State,  finding  there 
were  some  technical  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  carrying  out  that  Act  in  remote 
parts  of  the  country,  introduced  some 
slight  amendments  to  remedy  those 
difficulties.  That  Bill  passed  this  House 
late  in  the  session,  and  was  sent  to  the 
House  of  Commons  when  that  body  was 
not  in  the  deliberative  mood  that  it 
usually  is  in  the  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion. It  was  there  amended  in  a 
House  where  the  will  of  the  people  was 
not  represented,  because  a  majority  of 
the  House  did  not  pronounce  upon  it. 
Looking  round  at  the  number  of  empty 
benches,  I  ask  if  it  is  quite  consistent 
with  our  recognized  mode  of  leg* slating, 
that  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  the 
casual  opportunity  presented  by  the  un- 
important Bill  originally  passed,  to 
entirely  alter  and  change  the  force 
and  effect  of  a  law  which  was  put  on  our 
Statute  book  two  years  ago  %  Is  it  a 
straightforward  way  of  legislating,  with- 
out any  appeal  from  the  people  in  the 
shape  of  a  single  petition,  with  nothing 
more  than  a  catch  vote,  and  that  vote 
not  commanding  a  majority  of  the  House, 
but  simply  a  majority  of  those  present  at 
the  time- 1  ask  whether  it  is  proper,  under 
these  circumstances  to  make  this  serious 
change  in  such  an  important  law  ? 
Should  we  risk  voting  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Commons  and 
sending  the  Bill  back  to  them  without 
iti  The  House  of  Commons  will  be 
thinner  to-morrow  that  it  was  when  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  and  there  will 
not  be  an  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
people  on  a  question  of  this  kind.  There- 
fore, without  going  into  a  discussion  of 
the  general  question  at  all,  but  simply 
because  I  think  it  extremely  unwise  and 
injudicious,  and  a  line  that  is  rarely 
taken,  I  think  we  should  adopt  the 
motion  of  my  hon.  friend  from  Sarnia. 
I  speak  with  all  due  r^pect  to  those  who 
differ  in  opinion  from  me,  but  I  do  say 
that  this  important  amendment,  intro- 
duced in  an  unimportant  measure  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  is  not  the  sort  of 
legislation  that  usually  marks  delibera- 
tive bodies. 

Hon.     Mr.     BOTSFORD— Not  with- 
standing  the  strong  appeal  of  the  hon. 
U(m.  Mr.  Scott, 


Senator  from  Sarnia,  and  the  solemn 
S|)eech  of  the  originator  of  this  Bill,  I 
consider  myself  in  the  same  position 
now  that  I  was  when  this  question  was 
before  the  Senate  in  1878.  I  was 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  then,  and  I  so 
expressed  myself,  that  this  legislation, 
in  order  to  be  efficacious,  should  have 
the  approval  of  a  majority  of  any  consti- 
tuency where  it  was  to  be  enforced. 
Therefore,  in  making  this  motion,  I  am 
doing  what  I  consider  every  member  of 
this  House  has  a  right  to  do — I  am 
endeavoring  to  carry  out  what  I  consider 
is  best  in  the  public  intei-est.  If  the 
Temperance  Act  receives  the  sanction  of 
a  majority  of  the  people  where  it  is  to  be 
enforced,  it  will  have  the  effect  that  its 
friends  desire,  but  not  otherwise. 

Hon.  Mr.  PEN" NY — I  was  surprised 
to  hear  my  hon.  friend  opposite  (Mr. 
Vidal)  assert  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons does  not  represent  the  will  of  the 
people. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL— I  said  that  it  did 
not  on  this  question. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— If  he  had  said 
that  the  last  House  of  Commons  did  not 
represent  the  country,  I  could  have 
understood  him  ;  but  that  this  House  of 
Commons,  so  largely  composed  of  his 
political  friends,  who  also  formed  the 
majority  in  favor  of  this  amendment, 
does  not  express  the  will  of  the  people, 
is  a  statement  which,  coming  from  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Sarnia,  will  surprise 
the  House.  I  observed,  also,  that  a 
gentleman,  well  known  in  my  own  city 
as  a  very  strong  supporter  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  a  strict  teetotaller,  spoke 
warmly  in  favor  of  this  amendment.  He 
said  that  while  he  had  endeavored  to 
spread  the  cause  of  temperance  by  his 
own  practice,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
sumptuary  laws  were  out  of  date.  That 
is  my  own  opinion,  and  although  I  have 
the  reputation  of  being  something  more 
than  a  Liberal,  still  there  are  some  ques- 
tions on  which  I  am  conservative,  and 
this  is  one  of  them.  The  other  day, 
when  the  Senate  voted  on  a 
clause  legalizing  breach  of  con- 
tracts, I  stood  up  for  the  sacred- 
ness  of  contracts.  The  only  difficulty 
that  I  have  on  this  occasion  is  that  my 
vote  will  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  an 
opposite  direction  to  the  vote  I  recorded 
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in  1378.  The  only  excuse  that  I  can 
offer  to  the  House  for  my  backsliding  is 
that,  on  the  former  occasion,  my  hon. 
friend  opposite  (Mr.  Yidal)  was  so  exces- 
sively anxious  to  have  this  temperance 
legislation  that  I  yielded  to   him,   not 

.having  the  majorit3>  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  representing  the  will  of  the 
people,  against  me.  But  I  shewed  that 
I  was  opposed  to  this  restriction .  upon 
the  right  of  every  man  to  judge  for  him- 
self what  he  should  drink.  Considering 
the  zeal  of  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Yidal)  and  the  active  benevolence 
with  which  he  credits  the  teetotallers  (of 
whom  he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
members)  I  am  astonished  that  he  appre- 
hends any  difficulty  in  getting  the  neces- 

•  sary  vote  to  put  the  Act  in  force.  If 
they  are  the  majority,  it  certainly  be- 
hooves them  to  come  out  and  give  a  few 
hours'  time  to  save  the  people  from  the 
despair  and  misery  which  he  supposes 
will  come  upon  them  unless  this 
Act  is  brought  into  operation.  If  the 
vote  is  not  sufficient  to  put  the  law  in 
force,  these  gentlemen  are  not  so  numer- 
ous as  my  hon.  friend  supposes  they  are, 
or  else  their  zeal  is  as  weak  as  their  be- 
verage. 

Hon.  Mr.  VIDAL — I  did  not  express 
any  fear  about  the  actual  majority  of  the 
vote.  I  protested  against  the  votes  of 
temperance  men  beinsr  counted  against 
the  Act  which  they  desired  to  put  in 
force. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— It  ojierates  both 
ways. 

Hon.  Mr.  YIDAL— No  ;  all  the  votes 
not  cast  for  the  Act  are  counted  against 
it. 

Hon.  Mr.  KAULBACH—I  think, 
before  we  deprive  dealers  in  and  manu- 
facturers of  liquors  of  their  vested  rights, 
a  clear  majority  of  the  electorate  should 
place  their  views  on  record  in  favor  of 
the  Act  before  such  an  arbitrary  power 
is  exercised.  I  am  waroily  in  sympathy 
with  those  who  advocate  temperance  by 
moral  suasion,  but  I  cannot  approve  of 
sumptuary  laws,  or  of  legislative  enact- 
ments which  would  empower  a  minority 
to  rule  a  majority.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  temperance  fieople  are  thoroughly 
organized  ;  that  they  have  their  societies 
throughout  the  country,  and  that, 
.  throuijrh  their  organization,  they  are  able 
HoTU  Mr.  Penny. 


to  bring  every  voter  on  their  side  to  the 
polls.  Through  their  zeal,  energy  and 
co-operation,  they  are  generally  able, 
though  in  the  minority,  to  carry  their 
views.  On  the  other  hand,  those  who 
are  really  tempelrate — those  who  believe 
in  moderation  in  drinking  as  in  everything 
else,  and  who  rely  upon  moral  suasion 
and  the  influence  of  reliction  to  prevent 
the  excessive  use  of  intoxicating  drinks, 
are  over-ridden  by — I  will  not  say 
fanatic? — the  enthusiasts  who  insist 
upon  forcing  their  views  upon  the  public 
through  legislative  enactments.  They 
insist  that  people  shall  drink  water  when 
they  prefer  some  other  beverage.  Before 
you  destroy  vested  rights  you  should 
have  the  clearly  and  unmistakably  ex- 
pressed sense  of  che  majority  of  the 
people  in  favor  of  the  Act,  where  it  is 
desired  to  enforce  it,  and  you  can  only 
get  that  when  a  majority  of  the  electors 
record  their  votes  in  support  of  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK— The  hon.  Senator 
fj^om  Amherst  says  that  this  Question  had 
been  tested  in  two  or  three  counties  in 
New  Brunswick  ;  the  Act  has  been  car- 
ried in  nine  constituencies.  He  talks 
of  the  temperance  people  being  aggres 
sive.  We  know  where  the  aggressive 
party  is  to  be  found.  It  was  not  merely 
the  liquor  dealers  and  manufacturers  in 
the  city  who  organized  to  resist  the  Act, 
but  money  came  from  a  distance  to  assist 
them  in  the  contest,  and  when  the  Act 
was  carried  despite  their  ''opposition,  the 
c6ntest  was  renewed  iu  the  courts.  In 
the  city  of  Fredericton,  and  in  the  popu- 
lous counties  of  York,  Carleton,  Char- 
lotte, Kings,  Queens  and  Albert,  the  Act 
has  been  carried.  It  was  carried  in 
Westmoreland,  but  we  are  waiting 
for  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  before  it  can  be  enforced. 
Through  some  informality,  the  vote  was 
not  taken  in  Yictoria,  and,  in  Northum- 
berland, they  are  only  awaiting  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  is 
proposed  to  introduce  a  new  principle 
unknown  in  th»  institutions  of  this 
country  ;  we  have  heard  hon.  gentlemen 
say  that  to  have  a  majority  you  must 
have  a  two-third- vote.  In  corporations, 
whero  they  vote  by  shares,  on  a  change 
of  by-law,  they  may  require  two-thirds, 
but  it  is  two- thirds  of  the  votes  cast,  and 
not  that  proportion  of  those  who  are 
entitled   to  vote.     If  this    amendment 
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«nerely  required  that  two-thirds  of  those 
who  record  their  votes  shall  be  necessary, 
there  would  be  some  reason  in  it,  but  it 
is  absurd  to  say  that  you  must  have  a 
majority  of  the  names  on  the  voters' 
lists  in  support  of  the  A.ct  before  it  can 
be  put  in  force.  In  my  own  Province, 
many  of  the  best  temperance  people  are 
away  at  sea,  and  their  votes  would  be 
counted,  in  their  absence,  against  the 
Act.  I  am  astonished  that  anybody  in 
this  House  should  ^idvocate  such  a 
j)rinciple 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS— I  do  not  feel  at 
Jibei*ty  to  f^ive  a  silent  vote  on  this 
occasion.  I  rise  with  a  good  deal  of 
reluctance,  not  wishing  to  delay  the 
business  before  the  H«use.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  have 
had  charge  of  this  measure  press  their 
views  too  far.  After  the  amendment 
passed  in  the  other  House,  and  the  con- 
elusion  arrived  at  there,  I  do  not  think 
it  comes  very  temperately  from  the 
promoters  of  this  Bill  to  say  that  they 
will  either  have  this  Bill  exactly  as  it 
passed  this  House,  or  not  at  all.  Let  us 
for  a  moment  consider  what  the  effect 
will  be  if  this  House  concurs  in  the 
amendment  which  has  been  made  to  the 
Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons  :  just 
fiimply  that  this  House  passes  the  Bill 
without  doing  any  injury,  because  it 
does  not  postpone  the  action  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  temperance  cause  through- 
out the  country. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT — You  are  changing 
tlie  law  as  it  stands. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS— If  so,  then,  next 
year,  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  favor  this 
legislation  can  come  down  with  a  new 
measure.  But  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Barnia  says  that  if  this  House  does  not 
agree  with  the  other,  the  effect  will  be 
to  throw  the  Bill  out  for  the  present 
session.  I  do  not  want  to  do  that.  I 
would  rather  pass  the  Bill  as  it  has  been 
returned  to  us  from  the  other  House 
than  not  at  all,  and  if,  next  year,  we  find 
that  evils  have  resulted  from  the  change, 
then  we  can  return  to  the  original 
measure,  and,  perhaps,  induce  the  House 
of  Commons  to  do  the  same.  I  state  it 
as  my  deliberate  conviction — and  my 
view  is  sustained  by  the  view  of  a  total 
abstainer  in  the  other  House — that  the 
^vocates  of  prohibition  ought  to  have 
Eon.  Mr.  Wark. 


sufficient  strength  in  any  constituency 
to  carry  this  Aet  by  a  clear  majority  of 
all  the  electors. 

Hon.  Mr.  TIDAL— So  they  would 
if  only  the  actual  votes  were  counted. 

Hon.  Mr.  GIBBS— Why  should  you, 
in  one  county,  prevent  the  sale  of  liquot 
altogether,  when  those  who  desire  to 
obtain  it  have  only  to  cross  the  conces- 
sion line  into  a  county  where  the  Act  is 
not  in  force  and  obtain  all  they  want  ? 
Why  not  take  the  sense  of  the  whole 
province  upon  it,  and,  if  it  can  then  be 
adopted  by  a  clear  majority,  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  drinks  can  be  prevented? 
I  admit  that  there  is  some  force  in  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Sai*- 
nia  and  the  hon.  the  Seci*etary  of  State, 
that,  where  one  person's  name  appears 
more  than  once  on  the  assessment 
roll,  it  should  not  be  counted 
as  more  than  one  vote.  It  is 
a  fair  objection  to  the  amendment, 
and  I  admit,  if  a  man's  name  appears  on 
the  voters'  lists  in  seven  different  places, 
and  he  votes  for  the  Act  at  one  place, 
that  the  other  six  should  not  count 
against  it.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  Act  should  be  passed  by  a  minority, 
and  perhaps  a  small  minority,  in  the 
county,  it  would  be  of  no  practical  bene- 
fit, i  should  be  sorry  to  give  a  vote 
which  would  be  construed  into  opposition 
to  the  Temperance  Act.  I  know  how 
strong  are  the  feelings  of  hon.  gentlemen 
who  advocate  the  temperance  cause,  but 
they  do  not  always  discuss  matters  tem- 
perately. I  admit  the  evils  of  in- 
temperance ;  no  hon.  gentlemen  will 
deny  their  existence ;  but,  after  all, 
you  cannot  always  legislate  in  the  direc- 
tion that  you  desire  at  all  times.  We 
would  all  like  very  much  to  see  intem- 
perance diminished  in  the  country  ;  but, 
when  it  is  sought  by  the  advocates  of  this 
measuie  to  enforce  their  views  in  an 
arbitrary  manner,  and,  perhaps,  by  a 
minority  of  a  community,  they  do  not, 
in  my  opinion,  further  the  cause  ^  which 
they  have  at  heart 

The  Senate  divided  6n  the  amendment 
of  Hon.  Mr.  Botsford,  which  was  rejected 
on  the  following  vote  : — 
Contents : 


Alexander, 
BaiUaigeou, 
35 


Hon.  Messrs. 
Botsford, 
Boucherville,  De 
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ParliamenL 


Boyd, 

Haytbome, 

Oomwall, 

Eaulbacb, 

Dever, 

Macfarlane, 

Dickey, 

Macphersou   {Speaker) 

Dickson, 

Miller, 

Fabre, 

Montgomery, 

Gibbs, 

PAquet, 

GlMier, 

Penny, 

Hsanilton  (Kinfftt(m)y    Bjuth.— 22. 

NON-CoNTENTS : 

Hon.  Messrs. 

Aikins, 

Grant, 

AlUm, 

Gufevremont, 

Archibald, 

Hope, 

Amuuid, 

Leonard, 

Bellerose, 

Mc01elan(ira;»weZO, 

Benson, 

McLelan  {Londonderry) 

Brouse, 

McMaster, 

Bureau, 

Pozer, 

Chafien, 

Beeior, 

Chapais, 

Scott, 

Chnstie, 

Simpson, 

Cormier, 

Stevens, 

Dninouchel 

,                    Trudel, 

Perrier, 

Vidal, 

Flint, 

Wark— 31. 

Girard, 

The  motion  of  ITon.  Mr.  Vidal,  to  poet- 

pone  the  second  reading  until    Wednes- 

day next, 

was  carried  on  a  division. 

EXTBA  SITTINGS. 

MOTION. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  « Tliat, 
when  the  Honse  adjourns  at  this  sitting, 
it  do  stand  adjourned  until  this  evening 
at  eight  o'clock,  and  that  such  sitting 
shall  be  considered  a  distinct  sitting,  and 
that  Government  business  shall  have 
precedence.'' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

"  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  respecting 
inspection  of  petroleum." — (Mr.  Aikins.) 
The  House  adjourned  at  6.10  p.m. 


EVENING  SITTINa. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  eight 
o'clock. 

THIRD  READINGS. 

The  following    Bills  were    read    the 
third  time  and  passed  :— 

Bill  (113)  "  An  Act  to  authorize  mak- 
ing certain  inrestigations  under  oath." — 
(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 
Hon.  Mr.  Gihbs. 


Bill  (119)  "  An  Act  respecting  the  ad- 
ministration of  criminal  justice  in  the 
territory  in  dispute  between  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  Province  of  Ontario  and  the 
Dominion  of  Canada." — (Sir  Alex.  Camp- 
bell.) 

Bill  (114)  "  An  Act  further  to  amend 
the  Acts  respecting  Dominion  Notes." — 
(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (83)  "  An  Act  further  to  amend 
the  Act  respecting  cruelty  to  animals." — 
(Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 

Bill  (120)  **  An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
of  evidence  in  criminal  cases  as  respects 
the  taking  and  use  of  depositions  of  per- 
sons who  may  be  unable  to  attend  at  the 
trial."— (Sir  Alex.  Campbell.) 


.FETROLEUM  INSPECTION  BlLL. 
SECOND  READING. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  moved  the  second 
reading  of  Bill  (123)  ''An  Act  to  amend 
the  Act  respecting  the  inspection  of  petro- 
leum." He  said  :  This  is  a  measure  to 
which  public  attention  has  been  addressed 
during  the  recess,  and  experts  have  been 
at  work  testing  petroleum  in  oixler  to 
ascertain  what  the  difference  is,  so  tar  as 
the  ''  flash  test "  is  concerned,  between 
American  and  Canadian  oils.  It  also 
deals  with  inspection  of  oils,  and  pro- 
vides that  the  Inspector's  mark  shall  be 
merely  a  guarantee  of  quality,  and  not 
as  to  quantity  of  the  oil  in  the  barrel. 
The  distinction  is  also  drawn  between 
petroleum  used  for  ordin«ry  lighting 
purposes,  and  the  lighter  products  of  [)e- 
troleum,   such  as  naphtha,  etc.    ' 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  BUI. 

Hon.  Mr.  WARK  reported  it  from 
Committee  without  amendment,  and  it 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


THE  PRINTING  OP  PARLIAMENT. 
TWKLTH  REPORT. 

Hon.  Mr.  SIMPSON  moved  that  the 
twelfth  report  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Printing,  as  amended  by  the  four- 
teenth report,  be  adopted. 

The  motion  was  a3;reed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  8.45  p.m. 
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THE  SENATE. 

Friday,  May  7ih,  1880. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  11 
o'clock  a.m. 

Prayers  and  routine  proceedings. 

DISTRESS  IN  IRELAND. 
A   MBS8AOB. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Goy- 
emoi^General,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  from  the  Right  Honorable  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonien,  con- 
veying the  thanks  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  the  Parliament  of  Canada 
for  the  grant  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  aid  of  the  great  distress  in 
Ireland,  and  enclosing  copies  of  a  corres- 
pondence which  had  passed  relative  to 
the  application  of  the  fund. 


HARBOR      COMMISSIONERS' 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 


ACTS 


THIRD   BKADING. 

.Bill  (124)  "An  Act  to  amend  the 
Acts  respecting  the  Trinity  House  and 
Harber  Commissioners  of  Montreal/' 
.was  introduced  and  read  the  first  time. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
that,  under  the  existing  law,  the  entire 
Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners, 
consisting  ofeightornine  members,  must 
be  present  to  try  pilots  charged  with 
violating  the  law;s  regulating  them.  It 
was  sometimes  difficult  to  get  the  whole 
of  them  together.  This  Bill  provided 
that  a  quorum  of  three  should  have  the 
power  to  try  them. 

The  Bill  received  the  second  and  third 
readings,  and  was  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules. 

NAVIGATION  OF  CANADIAN  WATERS 
BILL. 

THIRD    READIKO. 

Bill  (121)  «  An  Act  to  make  better 
provision  respecting  the  navigation 
of  Canadian  Waters,"  waa  intr<Kiuced 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  ex- 
plained that,  within  the  last  two  or  three 
yean,  the  rules  which  established  upon 
which  side  steamers  should  pass,  what 
lights  they  should  show,  etc.,  had  been 
altered  very  much,  and  the  new  regula- 
tions would  be  enforced  by  all  oivDized 
Hon,  Mr.  Simpson, 


nations  this  year.  It  was  proposed  by 
this  Bill  te  substitute  the  English  rules 
for  our  own.  The  Act  would  take  effect 
from  the  Ist  of  Septemb<)r  next,  and  due 
notice  of  them  would  be  given. 

The  Bill  passed  its  final  stages,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

ESQUIMALT  GRAVINO  DOCK  BILL^ 
THIRD   RISADINQ. 

Bill  (125)  *'  An  Act  to  confirm  a  cer- 
tain Oi-tler  of  the  Grovemor  in  Council, 
respecting  the  graving  dock  at  Esqui- 
male,''  was  introduced,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL 
moved  that  the  rule  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  read  the  second  time, 
(.resently.  He  said  :  By  the  terms  of 
union  with  British  Columbia,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Dominion  was  obliged  to 
give  certain  assistance  towards  the  con- 
struction of  a  graving  dock  at  Esqu'ni^lt. 
That  aid  was  not  in  a  shape  which  was 
likely  to  be  attended  with  a  successful 
result,  and  the  Oovemment  of  British 
Columbia  have  asked  that  the  an*ange- 
ment  be  changed,  and  that,  as  the  con- 
struction of  the  graving  dock  proceeds, 
advances  be  made  from  time  to  time  by 
the  Dominion  towards  its  completion, 
and  that  the  £50,000  which  was  to  be 
contributed  by  the  Imperial  Government 
be  pnid  ultimately  to  the  Dominion. 
The  €U>vemment  of  the  Dominion  really 
run  no  additional  risk  of  any  kind. 
They  merely  advance  $250,000,  which  is 
to  be  recouped  by  money  from  the  Impe- 
rial Government 

Hon.  Mr.  BCOTT— I  am  afraid  that 
myhon.  friend  has  not  explained  the 
extent  of  the  liability  which  the  Govern- 
ment* will  incur  by  this  arrangement. 
The  proposition  is  really  to  lend  British 
Columbia  $350,000.  Under  the  terms 
of  union,  Canada  undertook  to  guarantee 
payment  of  interest  on  £100,000  sterling 
for  ten  years.  It  was  not  intended  to 
be  a  charge  on  the  exchequer  of  this 
country. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL-The 
interest  was. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— It  was  whatever 
the  word  '' gnaitmtee "  means.  When 
the  Imperial  Goremment  guarantees 
DOT  bonds,  we  pay  the  interest  on  them ; 
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they  do  not.  I  apprehend  that  the 
legal  meaning  ol  the  word  "  guarantee  " 
wUI  be  interpreted  much  in  the  same 
way  in  our  relation  to  Britbh  Columbia. 
Before  the  change  of  Ministry  in  1873, 
the  then  Government  proposed,  instead 
of  guaranteeing  the  interest,  to  make 
an  advance  of  $250,000,  which,  if  my 
memory  serves  me,  was  to  be  repaid, 
ultimately,  out  of  the  amounts  payable 
to  British  Columbia  as  a  subsidy.  A 
dispute  arose  as  to  whether  this  was  to 
be  a  free  gift  or  repayable.  In  1874,  an 
Act  was  passed  putting  it  on  its  true 
footing  as  a  loan  to  be  repayable 
by  British  Columbia.  It  is  now 
proposed  to  give  $250,000  absolutely 
towards  that  work  as  it  progresses.  The 
Imperial  Government  proposes  to  give 
£50,000,  and,  if  we  take  up  the  work 
and  finish  it,  we  shall  receive  that 
£50,000.  Although  I  do  not  concur  in 
the  propriety  of  the  gift,  still,  if  it  is  to 
end  with  the  $250,000,  I  do  not  take 
exception  to  it ;  but,  if  Canada  is  to  pay 
any  more  ultimately,  I  do  object.  I  be- 
lieve tliat  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
graving  dock  is  $800,000. 

Hon.  Mr.  ArKINS-4400,000. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— I  think  the  amount 
I  have  mentioned  is  nearer  the  cost.  It 
will  be  found,  I  am  sure,  that  our  con- 
tributions will  largely  go  to  pay  for  the 
iron  and  other  material  yet  unpaid  for. 

Hon.  Mr.  M  AODON  ALD  —  This 
amount  is  for  future  expenses. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— Then  it  is  better 
than  I  supposed  it  was. 

Hon.  Mr.  PEKNT— I  should  like  to 
record  my  vote  against  this  Bill.  1  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  think  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Ottawa  is  correct  in 
his  statement  that  it  wa3  to  be  guaran- 
teed by  the  Dominion — equal  to  £6,000 
perftnzuim  for  ten  years,  making  the 
whole  liability  £50,000.  I  think,  on 
the  whole,  that,  when  my  hon.  friend 
proceeded  further  with  tiie  history  of 
the  transaction,  he  entei*ed  upon  debate- 
^ble  ground.  It  is  contended,  and  I 
^hink  the  weight  of  evidence  is  in  that 
direction,  that  the  Government  of  which 
lay  bon.  friend  (Mr.  Scott)  was  a  mem- 
}^  in  1874,  clearly  undertook  to 
d^talize  the  sum  of  £50,000,  and  pay 
Mqn.  Mr.  Scott, 


it  over  as  a  free  grant  towards  the  Pi*o- 
vince  of  British  Columbia  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  work.  I  shall  not  go 
into  the  evidence  on  one  side  or  the 
other  on  that  question,  but  I  followed 
the  discussion  very  closely  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  I  may  say  that  the  im- 
pression was  made  on  my  mind  that 
the  facts  clearly  sustain  the  state- 
ment that  the  late  Government  took  the 
first  step  in  the  course  that  the  present 
Ministry  is  now  following.  We  have 
had  many  causes  of  difference  with 
British  Columbia,  and  both  Govern- 
ments have  been  called  upon  to  make 
compromises  in  settling  the  claims  of 
that  Province.  The  members  of  both 
Governments  have  shewn — when  they 
have  been  in  power  at  any  rate — a  dis- 
position to  adopt  a  conciliatory  policy 
towards  British  Columbia  in  order  that 
harmony  might  prevail,  and  British 
Columbia,  which  we  all  regard  as  an 
important  portion  of  the  Dominion,, 
should  have  no  cause  of  complaint.  I 
should  be  very  sorry  if  a  division  should 
take  place  on  this  question.  My  hon. 
friend  from  Montreal  (Mr.  Penny)  \s 
quite  right  to  record  his  vote,  but,  in 
view  of  the  conduct  of  his  friends  when 
they  were  in  p  jwer,  with  reference  to  this 
question,  I  think  it  would  be  unwise  for 
this  House  to  reject  the  Bill,  especially  on 
an  occasion  like  this,  when  any  tote  that 
could  be  taken  would  not  reflect  the 
sense  of  the  Senate.  It  would  cause 
irritation  in  British  Columbia,  thwart 
the  views  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
produce  serious  consequences. 

.  Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY— This  conversa- 
tion proves  one  thing,  at  all  events  :  the 
necessity  of  having  time  to  discuss  this 
matter  and  consider  it  carefully.  That 
leads  up  to  the  remark  that  it  is  most 
unfortunate  that  we  are  called  upon  to 
deal  with  so  important  a  question  as 
voting  away  $250,000,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  with  barely  a  quorum  in 
the  House.  While  upon  that  subject, 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  ve»y  serioas  inconvenience  pro- 
duced by  the. manner  in  which  these  im- 
portant measures  have  been  presented  to 
us.  We  had  one,  to-day,  of  very  great 
importance,  because  it  concerns  the 
entire  principles  on  which  navigation  is 
to  be  conducted  in  the  future,  in  this 
country ;  and  anotherg  to  which  I  have 
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already  referred,  and  otlier  measures, 
dealing,  perhaps,  with  even  larger  inter- 
ests thhii  those,  are  to  come  before  us 
yet,  and  we  are  to  dispose  of  all  these  in 
less  than  an  hour.  What  opportunity  is 
there  for  discussion,  or  for  deliberately 
considering  measures  ?  With  regard  to 
this  particular  Bill,  we  have  had  some 
light  thrown  upon  it,  but  I  do  not  know 
that,  even  yet,  the  Minister  of  Militia  and 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  are  quite 
in  accord  in  their  views  on  the  subject, 
and  we  have  had  another  version  given 
by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Richmond. 
Assuming  that  version  to  be  correct,  and 
that  we  are  bound  by  the  acts  of  the  late 
Grovemment  to  carry  out  those  arrange- 
ments, I  must  say,  from  my  own  view  of 
the  case,  it  is  the  only  ground  upon 
which  I  can  support  the  measure.  If 
we  have  been  committed  to  it  by  the  act 
of  the  late  Government,  we  are  in  duty 
bound  to  British  Columbia  to  carry  out 
that  arrangement,  but  I  do  think  there 
is  a  great  .  deal  of  reason  in 
the  protest  that  has  been  made 
against  converting  a  guarantee  of 
mere  interest  upon  a  given  sum  for  a 
limited  period  of  years  into  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  we  contribute  one-half  of 
that  amount  of  principle  and  interest  for 
ever  to  this  undertaking.  I  should  not 
have  risen  to  make  any  remarks  upon 
the  question  itself,  but  I  thought  it  was 
due  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country 
that  some  protest  should  be  made,  before 
we  separate,  as  to  the  serious  inconveni- 
ence that  we  all  are  put  to  in  having 
the  most  important  business  rushed  upon 
us  at  this  period  of  the  session.  While 
I  am  not  disposed  to  inter|X)6e  any  diffi- 
culty in  the  passage  of  this  Bill,  I  trust 
that,  in  future,  we  shall  not  be  called  upon 
to  deal  with  such  important  c^uestions  in 
the  way  that  we  are  to-day. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALEXANDER— During 
former  sessions,  we  have  had  to  com- 
plain of  the  evil  to  which  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Amherst  has  just  re- 
ferred. In  former  years,  bills  of  the 
utmost  im|K)rtance  have  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  this  House  within  a  very 
short  period  of  prorogation,  but  never 
have  we  kiu)wn,  on  any  previous  occa- 
sion, bills  of  such  importance,  involving 
larcre  sums  of  money,  to  be  submitted  to 
ns  within  five  or  six  hours  of  the  time 
fixpd  for  the  prorogation  of  Parliament. 
Hon,  Mr,  Dickey, 


If  ever  there  was  a  moment  when  the 
people  of  this  Dominion  looked  to  the 
Senate  to  put  a  check  upon  the  other 
Chamber,  and  to  guide  the  Government 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
it  is  now.  We  know  the  liabilities  of 
the  Dominion  are  swelling  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent ;  we  are  entering  upon  a  pub- 
lic work  which  we  have  not  had  even 
an  opportunity  to  consider ;  we  are  enter- 
ing upon  the  construction  of  a  railway 
in  British  Columbia,  upon  which  subject 
I  do  not  wish  to  express  any  opinion  just 
now,  and  I  say  that  it  is  not  decorous  or 
paying  proper  respect  to  this  Chamber, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  that  bills 
involving  large  amounts,  and  the  Supply 
Bill,  for  whi(£,  of  all  others,  this  Cham- 
ber shares  resposibility  witii  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature — a  Bill  involv- 
ing an  expenditure  of  millions  of  dollars 
— should  be  laid  before  us  at  the  very 
last  hour  of  the  session.  The  Govern- 
ment seem  to  treat  this  Chamber  with 
contempt;  there  could  not  possibly  be 
any  course  which  they  could  pursue  to 
belittle  the  Senate  more  completely  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Dominion,  and  these  two 
members  of  the  Crovt^rnment  sit  here 
silently,  and  seem  to  think  there  is  90 
responsibility  resting  upon  them.  What 
will  the  tax-paying  people  of  the  Domin- 
ion say  when  tiiey  know  that  the  Senate, 
which  costs  $140,000  a  year,  is  not  giving 
even  eight  hours  to  consider  impor- 
tant measures,  involving  enormous 
expenditures.  We  cannot  say  any- 
thing too  strong  in  denouncing 
the  Government  for  the  course  that 
they  are  pursuing  %  What  can  be 
their  object  1  Could  they  not  have 
brought  this  Bill  and  the  Supply  Bill 
before'  us  two  or  three  days  ago  ?  I  do 
not  charge  the  Government  with  doing 
this  intentionally  or  purposely,  but  I 
repeat  that  they  are  not  treating  this 
House  decorously.  The  country  will 
condemn,  or  ought  to  condemn,  -them  for 
rendering  this  branch  of  Parliament 
utterly  useless.  We  have  spent  three 
months  transacting  business  of  little  im- 
portance, and  now,  at  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  we  are  asked  to  pass  a 
number  of  exceedingly  important  mea- 
sures in  an  hour  or  two.  It  reminds  me 
of  a  remark  that  I  heard  the 
member  for  my  own  county  make  at  a 
meeting  in  the  Towifship   of  Blenheim, 
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where  there  were  five  thousand  people 
gathered.  The  speaker,  on  that  oci;a8Lon, 
rem  irked  :  "  To  shew  you  h-jw  totally 
uselt^s  the  Senate  is,  1  will  give  you  an 
illustration.  The  old  gentlemen  in  the 
Senate  meet  every  day,  sit  there,  say 
their  prayers,  4ind  adjourn  at  the  end  of 
twenty  minutes.  For  some  months  this 
is  the  rule,  and  generally,  within  twelve 
houi-s  of  the  end  of  the  session,  it  seems 
as  if  a  cart  horse  brought  to  the  door  of 
the  Senate  a  cart  load  of  bills  and  carted 
them  through  the  Senate,  where  they  re- 
ceivj-d  no  consideration."  Is  not  that  a 
truthfid  representation  of  the  way  things 
are  being  done  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment ?  1 1  is  no  fault  of  ours.  We 
have  come  he^  and  given  three  months 
of  our  time,  and  we  are  willing  to  give 
another  month  to  the  public  business,  if 
necessary.  I  hope  every  member  of  the 
House  will  express  his  indignation,  be- 
cause, if  this  sort  of  thing  is  allowed  to 
go  on,  the  Senate  will  be  utterly  useless. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— My  hpn.  friend 
from  Ottawa  { Mr.  Scott)  is  wrong  in 
supposing  that  the  2nd  clause  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  Esquimalt 
Graving  Dock.  The  first  clause  pro- 
vides for  the  capitalization  of  the  grant 
of£'>0,00l),  and  makes  the  interest  a 
charge  upon  the  Consolidated  Revenue 
!Fund  of  Canada.  The  2nd  clause  has 
no  reference  whatever  to  that  grant,  but 
specifically,  as  shewn  more  clearly  in  the 
marginal  note,  excludes  from  its  opera- 
tion the  grant  to  the  graving  dock. 
After  that,  the  Government  of  Mr. 
Mackenzie  undertook  to  do  the  very 
thing  that  the  present  Government  are 
now  undertaking  to  do. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTr— We  were'content 
to  go  this  far  :  to  give  them  the  $250,000 
and  charge  it  against  the  debt  that 
British  Columbia  was  allowed  to  come 
into  the  Union  with.  The  Province  was 
allowed  to  come  into  the  Union  with  a 
larger  debt  than  it  really  owed,  for  which 
Canada  was  responsible,  and  we  were 
paying  them  six  per  cent,  on  that .  debt, 
and  it  wa«)  to  be  charged  against  that 
particular  fund. 

Hon.    Sir   ALEX.    CAMPBELL— I 

think  that,  between  the  present  Govern- 
ment and  the  late  Government,  we  are 
committed  to  this  debt.  With  reference 
to  whHt  has  been  said  by  my  hon.  friend 
Han.  Mr.  Alexander. 


from  Amherst,  I  join  with  him  in  the 
regret  which  he  feels,  that  more  time  is 
not  given  for  the  consideration  of  impor- 
tant measures  at  the  end  of  the  session. 
It  is  not,  however,  the  fault  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  in  this  House, 
nor  is  it  the  fault  of  the  members  of  the 
Government  in  the  other  House,  that  it 
is  so  ;  but  it  is  rather  a  result  of  our 
system  of  parliaraentiiry  government, 
and  it  occurs  in  England  and  all  coun- 
tries where  the  same  system  of  govern- 
ment prevails.  I  have,  on  several  occa- 
sions, endeavored  to  get  some  remedy 
for  it,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  do 
so.  The  House  of  Commons  discuss 
those  measures  at  great  length,  and.  it 
always  happens  that  important  bills  are 
delayed  until  the  end  of  the  session, 
when  we  sometimes  have  either  to  pass 
them  without  proper  consideration,  or 
reject  them  altogether.  I  can  only  say 
that  I  should  be  very  happy  to  bring 
measures  here  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  but  hon.  gentlemen  know  how 
difficult  it  is  to  do  so. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— If  no  other 
member  of  the  House  but  myself  calls 
for  yeas  and  nays^on  this  Bill,  of  coarse  a 
vote  cannot  be  taken.  But,  if  what 
the  hon  member  from  Richmond  has  said 
is  correct,  this  Bill  is  unnecessary,  be- 
cause we  are  to  understand  that  what  we 
are  asked  to  do  now,  the  Government 
and  Parliament  have  already  done.  With 
regard  to  the  bringing  down  of  important 
measures  at  this  late  hour,  the  great 
trouble  has  been  that  we  were  several 
weeks  without  bills  at  all  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session. 

Hon.  Mr.  FLINT— I  do  think  it 
would  be  well  i^  the  Gk)vemment,  during 
the  recess,  would  endeavor  to  see  .if  there 
is  not  some  way  by  which  we  could 
change  the  system  of  legislation  in  this 
House,  as  well  as  the  other,  so  as  to  dis- 
tribute the  work  more  evenly  over  the 
session.  It  strikes  me  that  all  private 
bills  should  come  down  the  first  day  of 
the  session,  and  that  would  give  an 
opportunity  to  have  them  disposed  of 
more  quickly.  If  the  Government  could 
be  prepared  with  their  measures  so  as  to 
lay  them  on  the  table  ten  days  after  the 
opening  of  Parliament,  I  think  it  would 
be  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  as  it 
would  give  the  members  of  both  Houses 
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time  to  consider  them.  Circumstances 
might  arise  during  the  course  of  the 
session  that  bills  would  have  to  be  intro- 
duced on  some  particular  subjects,  but 
that  would'  be  very  easily  managed  if 
all  other  bills  were  brought  down 
the  first  week  aft<er  the  House 
met.  I  think  the  hon.  the  Minister  of 
Militia  will  recollect  that,  the  firet 
session  after  Confederation,  there  were 
iseveral  bills  brought  down  the  very  last 
day  but  one  before  prorogation,  I  then 
-spoke  in  reference  to  it,  and,  as  there  was 
a  strong  feeling  at  the  time  on  the  mat- 
ter, the  bills  were  withdrawn  for  that  ses- 
sion. A  better  division  of  the  labor 
might  be  made  between  the  two  Houses 
if  two  more  of  the  ministers  were  added 
to  the  Senate  and  one-half  of  the  Gov- 
ernment measures  were  introdur^  in  this 
-Chamber.  Bills  would  then  receive  more 
<jareful  deliberation  than  they  can  possibly 
have  under  th^  present  system,  when 
they  have  to  be  rushed  through  at  such 
a  late  period  of  the  session.  I  do  not 
altogether  blame  the  Government  in  this 
matter ;  1  think  the  Opposition  in  the 
other  House  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
it ;  but  there  is  a  great  fault  somewhere, 
and  I  trust  that  the  remarks  which  have 
been  made  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  to- 
day will  have  the  effect  of  expediting 
business  when  the  House  meets  next 
session. 

Hon,  Sir  ALEX.  OAMPBELI^ 
Pally  one-half  of  all  the  Government  mea- 
•jores  submitted  to  Parliament  this  ses- 
sion have  been  introduced  in  the  Senate. 
rhe  Bill  under  discussion  is  a  money  Bill, 
which  cannot  be  introduced  in  thip 
Housa 

Hon.  Mr.  POWER— If  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Alma  wishes  a  seconder 
to  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  second  it.  I  agi'ee  with 
everything  said  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Belleville,  except  the  remark  which 
he  made  just  at  the  close,  in  which  he 
charged  the  Opposition,  in  the  other 
House,  with  being  responsible  for  the 
delay  of  business.  I  think  that  charge  is 
unfair  to  the  Opposition.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  there  ever  was  a  session  in 
which  the  business  of  Parliament  was  so 
little  delayed  by  the  Opposition  as  duiing 
the  present  one.  The  only  long  discus- 
sion was  on  the  tariff,  and  it  is  now 
.some  time  since  that  discussion  terminat- 
H<m.  Mr.  Flint. 


ed.  The  fact  is,  that  very  important 
Government  measures  were  not  intro- 
duced in  the  other  House  until  just  at  the 
close  of  the  session.  With  reference  to 
the  grant  for  the  Esquimalt  Graving 
Dock,  I  think  the  substance  of  the 
change  proposed  by  this  Bill  is  to  trans- 
form the  guarantee,  or  advance,  into  an 
absolute  gifb.  I  do  not  think  the 
country  has  money  in  such  abundance  as 
to  give  to  the  Province  of  British  Colum- 
bia, where  millions  of  dollars  are  bein^ 
expended  on  public  works,  a  present  of 
another  quarter  of  a  million.  While  the 
Government  are  so  very  generous  in  deal- 
ing with  British  Columbia,  they  have 
manifested  a  totally  different  spirit  in 
dealing  with  the  Province  from  which  I 
come.  There  were  some  gentlemen  here 
from  Halifax  this  session,  representing 
contractors  in  England,  who  were  most 
anxious  to  get  a  small  guarantee  from 
the  Government  to  enable  them  to  con- 
struct a  graving  dock  in  that  city,  but 
the  Government  would  not  even  give 
them  a  guarantee  of  $20,000  a  year. 

The  House  divided  on  the  motion, 
which  was  carried  on  the  following 
vote; — 


Contents : 
Hon.  Messrs. 


Aikins, 

Allan, 

Archibald, 

Botsford, 

BouchervUle,  De 

Brouse, 


Flint, 

Gibbs, 

Qimrd, 

Haodonald, 

Macfiirlane, 

Macpherson,  (^J^aker) 


Campbell,  Sir  Alex.,  Miller, 

Cornwall,  Read, 

Diokey,  Rvan, 

Domouchel,  Vidal.— 20. 

Non-Contents  : 
Hon.  Messrs. 

Bureau,  Penny, 

Chaffers,  Power, 

Hope,  Bcott. — 7. 
McMaster, 

The  Bill  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

CANADA    CENTRAL    RAILWAY    COM- 
PANY'S   BILL. 

SECOND  AND     THIRD   EEADIK08. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  in- 
troduced Bill  (122)  "An  Act  to  ratify 
and  confirm  a  certain  agreement  therein 
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mentioned  between  the  Government  of 
Canada  and  the  Canada  Central  Railway 
Company."  He  said  :  By  the  Act  passed 
in  1874,  providing  for  the  extension  of 
the  Canada  Central  Railway  west- 
ward to  the  point  to  be  selected  by 
the  Government  as  the  terminus  of  the 
Pacific  Railway,  the  Company  were  to 
receive  a  bonos  of  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars per  mile  for  that  portion  of  their 
line,  or  Uiey  had  the  option  of  substitut- 
ing the  payment  by  the  Government  of 
the  interest,  or  part  ef  the  interest,  on 
bonds  of  the  Company,  running  over  such 
terms  of  years  as  might  be  approved  by 
the  Governor  in  Council,  in  lieu  of  the 
mileage  subsidy.  The  Company  think  it 
is  much  more  desirable  to  have  the 
guarantee  of  interest  than  the  mileage, 
as  it  will  enable  tiiem  to  sell  their  bonds, 
and  this  Bill  is  to  authorize  snch  an 
arrangement  to  be  made. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  and  third 
time  and  passed. 

BANKING  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
THIRD     READING. 

Bill  (115)  "  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act 
with  respect  to  banks  and  banking,  and 
to  continue,  for  a  limited  time,  the  char- 
ters of  certain  banks  "  was  introduced  and 
lead  the  first  time. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  said  : 
The  charters  of  the  banks  tiiat  are  acting 
under  the  General  Banking  Act  expire 
in  1881.  This  Bill  proposes  to  continue 
them  for  ten  years,  wilii  certain  changes, 
which  are  mentioned  in  the  body  of  this 
Bill.  In  the  first  place,  the  Bill  makes  the 
circulation  the  first  lien  upon  the  assets 
of  the  bank,  so  as  to  give  it  perfect  se- 
curity. Then  it  proposes  that,  in  future, 
notes  to  be  issued  by  banks  shall  be  $5, 
or  multiples  of  five.  It  also  provides 
that  when  a  person  goes  to  a  bank  and 
demands  money,  he  is  entitled  to  receive 
$50  in  Dominion  notes.  Then  it  is  pro- 
posed that  proxies  held  by  shareholders 
are  only  to  remain  valid  for  three  years, 
and  shall  then  be  renewed.  These  are 
the  provisions  which  affect  banks  at 
large.  The  returns  which  banks  are 
called  upon  to  furnish  are  made  more 
minute,  to  meet  circumstances  which 
have  occurred,  and  which  shew  that  the 
present  returns  are  incomplete  and  do 
Ban,  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


not  give  all  the  information  to  which  the 
public  is  entitled.  Various  clauses, 
which  have  been  enacted  from  time  to- 
time  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  yeare 
in  this  country,  respecting  advances  made 
by  banks  on  warehouse  receipts,  have 
been  embodied  in  this  Bill.  .The  prin- 
ciple which  runs  through  this  clause  is 
this  :  that  a  person  giving  a  receipt  skall 
be  a  bailee  of  the  gocds. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — I  do  not  rise  to 
discuss  the  Bill,  because  I  think  that  a 
discussion  of  it  at  this  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, when  we  have  only  one  honr  longer 
to  sit,  would  be  out  of  place ;  but  I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  .adding  my  protest  to 
that  of  hon.  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  who  have  spoken  of  tlie  man- 
ner in  which  we  are  called  upon  to  pass 
most  important  measures  at  the  verj  last 
period  of  the  session.  I  think  it  \b  in- 
cumbent, especially  upon  gentiemen  who 
support  tiie  Government,  and  who  cannot 
be  supposed  to  speak  from  any  hoetile 
motives  to  the  Ministry,  as  they  value 
the  position  and  influence  of  the  House 
before  the  country,  to  impress  upon  those 
having  charge  of  public  affairs  the  neoes 
sity  of  devising  some  means  whereby  this 
state  of  things  shall  not  recur  from  year 
to  year.  I  think  it  is  of  the  highest  im- 
portance that  we  should,  at  least,  give  an 
appeaiunce  of  deliberation  to  measures 
involving  important  principles^  I^rge  ex- 
penditui'es  of  public  money  and  oonae- 
quenoes  to  the  country  of  the  most  serious 
character.  A  Bill  passed  the  House,  a 
few  moments  ago,  with  reference  to  the 
Canada  Central  Railway.  I  venture  to 
say — perhaps  I  venture  too  far,  but  I 
speak  for  myself,  and  I  do  not  allow  a 
Bill  to  go  through  this  House  without 
reading  it,  if  reasonable  time  is  given  roe 
for  that  purpose—that  there  are  not  two 
members  of  this  House  who  understand 
the  details  of  that  measure.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  there  is  a  doubt  whether 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  moved  it  under^ 
stands  it  himself. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— Oh, 
yes  ;  I  understand  it,  and  the  Secretary 
of  State  understands  it  also. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— I  doubt  if  any- 
one else  does.  I  really  think  that  it  is 
due  to  ourselves,  without  regard  to  party 
considerations,  to  insist  that  measures  be 
submitted  to  us  in  time,  in  order  that  we 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Banking  Act 


[May  7,  1880.]  Amendment  Bill,  563^ 


may  give  them  proper  consideration ; 
and,  if  we  can  effect  a  change  in  no  other 
way,  we  must  bring  the  Government  to 
its  senses  by  rejecting  any  important 
measure  which  is  sent  to  us  at  a  time 
when  it  cannot  receive  proper  considersr 
tion.  Here  is  this  Banking  Bill,  a 
measure  of  the  most  important  character, 
and  one  which  ought  to  attract  special 
attention  in  this  House,  where  there 
is  a  number  of  hon.  gentlemen  who 
are  connected  with  banking  institutions, 
who  might  be  supposed  to  be  able  to 
give  it  as  intelligent  a  consideration  as 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
This  measure  is  brought  before  us  on  the 
very  last  day  of  the  session.  It  has  been 
before  the  House  of  Commons  for  some 
time,  it  is  true,  but  it  should  have  been 
introduced  there  much  sooner,  ^nd  I 
cannot  comprehend  why  it  was  not  any 
more  than  I  can  understand'  why  other 
measures  were  not  introduced  in  the 
early  part  of  the  session.  I  do  hope  that 
the  earnest  protests  of  the  friends  of  the 
Government  will  have  due  effect.  I  do 
not  blame  this  Government  more  than 
any  other  for  its  treatment  of  the  Senate 
in  this  respect  I  think  the  House  has 
had  reason  to  complain  of  every  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  this  question,  and, 
therefore,  it  should  not  be  made  a  party 
question. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— When  I  first 
entered  Parliament,  some  eighteen  or 
nineteen  years  ago,  I  was  amazed  at  the 
manner  in  which  bills  were  passed.  I 
knew  that  the  Macdonald-Cartier  Gov- 
ernment had  been  defeated  on  the  Militia 
Law,  and  that  a  new  Government  had 
taken  the  reins  of  power  and  appealed  to 
the  people.  The  new  Government,  as 
was  their  duty,  brought  in  a  totally  dif- 
ferent Militia  Bill.  When  I  saw  that 
measure  come  to  the  Up|)er  House, — this 
was  my  first  experience  in  Parliament — 
pass  through  ail  its  stages  and  receive 
he  Royal  assent  in  one  day,  I  thought  it 
a  very  singular  mode  of  legislating.  T 
have  seen  that  state  of  things  continue 
ever  since,  and  have  occasionally  protest- 
ed agafnst  it.  No  measure  could  be  more 
important  than  the  one  which  is  now 
btfore  us.  I  have  had  something  to  do 
with  business  in  this  country,  and  know 
something  of  these  warehouse  receipts, 
and  how  they  affect  business  men,  but 
there  is  no  time  now  to  say  anything 
IJan.  Mr.  AfUler. 


about  it.  ITie  Bill  is  not  even  printed, 
and  we  have  to  take  the  explanations  the 
Minister  of  Militia  has  given,  and 
swallow  the  measure.  I  agree  with  those 
who  have  urged  that  there  should  be  a 
remedy  for  this  state  things. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  an  evil,  and 
I  quite  agree  in  the  remarks  made  so 
justly  and  forcibly  by  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Richmond,  and  also  with  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Quints, 
that  this  state  of  things  should  be 
remedied.  The  difficulty  is  to  find  the 
remedy.  I  will  reveal  a  secret  to  the 
House  with  reference  to  the  two  mea- 
sures to  which  the  hon.  Senator  from> 
Richmond  has  drawn  attention.  He 
wonders  (and  it  is  a  just  subject  for 
wonder)  why  this  important  measure  was 
not  introduced  in  the  other  branch  of  thfr 
Legislature  earlier  in  the  session.  There 
were  two  important  measures  proceeding 
from  the  Finance  Minister,  one  with 
reference  to  the  tariff,  and  tbe  other  to 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  country. 
It  was  important  to  get  both  through 
this  session,  and  deputations  without 
number  waited  upon  the  Minister  of 
Finance  and  the  Government  from  day 
to  day.  After  consultation,  it  was 
thought  most  convenient  for  the  public 
to  take  hold  of  the  tariff  first,  and  see  all 
the  deputations  who  waited  upon  us  in 
reference  to  it,  and  to  introduce  that 
measure  as  soon  as  possible,  and  then 
take  up  the  Banking  Bill.  That  was 
really  the  cause  of  this  measure  coming 
before  us  so  late  in  the  session.  It  is  not 
the  fault  of  the  Government  Depu* 
tations  came  from  day  to  day,  and 
the  subject  was  engrossing  the  whole 
attention  of  the  Government  •  for  a 
time,  and  had  to  be  got  through 
with  before  anything  else  could  be  taken 
up.  That  is  the  secret,  which  I  confide 
to  the  House  with  the  greatest  confidence. 
You  cannot  force  the  other  House  to  take^ 
up  these  measures  earlier  and  get  through 
with  then^  sooner.  Suppose  we  should 
take  the  course  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Richmond,  and  throw  out 
this  measure  ;  that  would  accomplish  no 
good,  though  it  would  draw  a  good  deal 
of  attention  to  the  subject.  We  might 
establish  a  rule  {liat  this  House  would 
not  adjourn  for  two  or  three  days  after 
the   other    House   got   through.      That 
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would  give  us  time  to  discuss  these  ques- 
tions at  our  leisure,  b(it  the  members 
would  be  unwilling  to  remain,  and  our 
action  would  be  commented  upon  un- 
pleasantly. Suppose,  for  instance,  chat 
we  were  to  say  that  prorogaoion  should 
not  take  place  for  two  or  three  days,  but 
that  we  should  remain  here  and  discuss 
these  measures  ;  is  it  likely  that  we  could 
keep  the  House  together?  The  only 
remedy  that  I  can  see,  is  to  endeavor,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  get  measures  on  in  the 
Lower  House  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
that,  of  course,  every  Government .  is 
anxious  to  do  ;  and  I  am  sure  no  one  has 
been  more  anxious  in  that  respect  than 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  whose  Bill  is 
•now  under  discussion. 

Hon.  Mr.  ALLA.N — Hon.  gentlemen 
will  see  at  once  that  it  is  impossible  to 
^et  the  House  to  sit  longer,  unless  notice 
is  given,  because  half  of  the'hon.  gentle- 
men have  already  left ;  but  I  think  it 
would  not  be  unwise  to  test  the  sincerity 
of  hon.  gentlemen  who  complain  that 
they  had  no  opportunity  of  giving  proper 
consideration  to  these  matters.  Notice 
might  be  given  that,  in  future,  the  House 
would  sit  for  two  or  three  days  after  the 
other  House  got  through. 

Hon.  Mr.  K\  AN — Another  difficulty 
occurs.  It  is  this :  after  the  other  House 
gets  through  with  its  business,  it  might 
interfere  with  the  arrangements  of  the 
"Govemor-Gfeneral  for  dismissing  Parlia- 
ment. Unless  a  quorum  of  the  other 
House  still  remains  sitting,  if  we  made 
amendments  to  any  of  their  bills,  it  would 
practically  defeat  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER — A  quorum  of 
the  other  Honse,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole 
House,  would  have  to  remain,  unless 
they  wished  to  subject  themselves  to  con- 
tingencies that  we  all  understand. 

The  Bill  was  read  the  second  time  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  WTiole 
House. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL,  from  the 
Committee,  reported  the  BiU  without 
amendment. 

The  Bill  was  then  readx  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

INDIAN    LAWS  CONSOLIDATION  BILL 
COMMONS  AMENDMENTS. 

A    message  was    received    from    the 
House  of  Commons,  returning  Bill  (C) 
Hon.  Sir  Alex.  Campbell. 


"  An  Act  to  amend  and  consolidate  the 
Laws  respecting  Indians,**  with  certain 
amendments. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
that  the  amendments  be  concurred  in. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL—I  do  not 
intend  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
ior  five  minutes,  or  to  say  anything  that 
should  lead  to  a  discussion,  but  I  wish  to 
di-aw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  two 
or  three  interesting  cireumstaneea  con- 
nected with  the  Indians  of  British  Co- 
lumbia. It  happened  that,  yesterday^  I 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  for  1879,  without  any  intention 
of  adopting  the  course  I  am  now  taking, 
and,  one  thing  leading  to  another,  began 
to  make  some  calculations  with  regard  to 
the  expenses  attendant  on  the  manage- 
ment* of  Indian  affairs  in  British  Colum- 
bia. It  will  be  remembered  that,  when 
this  Bill  was  before  the  House  at  a  prior 
stage,  the  hon.  gentleman  from  DeLor- 
imier  (Mr.  Bureau)  complained  very 
bitterly  of  the  exiiense  connected  with 
the  Indians  of  that  Province,  and  it  is 
with  rofei'ence  to  that  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words.  In  looking  through  this 
report,  I  found  that  the  total  expense 
connected  with  the  Indians  of  British  Co- 
lumbia for  the  past  year  was  $48,531.56. 
Of  this  expense,  the  greater  part  has  been 
incurred  by  the  Indian  Reserve  Com- 
mission, which  is  now  sitting.  The 
expense  of  that  Commission  for 
the  past  year  was  $fi7,019.  On 
the  Indians  themselves,  I  find  that  there 
has  been  the  sum  of  (12,519  expended 
for  school  purposes  for  providing  medi- 
cines, for  supplying  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  seed,  and  for  assistance  to  the 
aged  and  infirm^  while,  for  the  salaries 
and  travelling  and  office  expenses  of  the 
two  agents  in  British  Columbia  there 
was  paid  the  sum  of  $8,993.  From  these 
calculations  it  appears  that  the  sum 
actually  expended  for  the  Indians  them- 
selves was  only  $21,500.  I  was  able  to 
make  some  interesting  comparisons  be- 
tween the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Do- 
minion for  the  Indians  in  British 
Columbia  and  for  the  Indians  in  other 
provinces,  such  as  New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  Prince  Edward  Island. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  should  have  been 
able  to  com  para  the  expenditurps  for 
the  Indians  of  Btitish    Columbia  with 
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thoee  for  the  Indians  of  Ontario  and  Que- 
bec, because  the  repoi-ts  as  to  these  two 
Provinces  are  made  in  a  different  way, 
and  it  would  have  taken  a  long  time  to 
have  figured  them  out,  but,  as  far  as  the 
Maritime  Provinces  go,  the  comparison 
stands  as  below.  The  following  are  the 
reported  numbers  of  Indians  in  four 
provinces  : — 

British  Columbia 35,000 

New  Brunswick 1,429 

Nova  Bcotia 1,155 

Priooe  Edward  Island* 266 

The  expenditure  upon  those  Indians  last 
year  was  as  follows  : — 

British  Columbia $21,512 

New  Brunswick 4,500 

Nova  Scotia 4,500 

Prince  Edward  Island 2,000 

$32,512 

Now,  if  we  divide  this  outlay  in  the  dif- 
ferent provinces  by  the  number  of  In- 
dians, we  find  the  cost  per  head  to  be  in 
the  following  proportion  : — 

British  Columbia,  per  Indian  ..$0.61} 

Now  Brunswick,  over 3 .  00 

Nova  Bcotia,  nearly 4 .00 

Prince  Edward  Island,  over ....  7 .  60 

So  that  hon.  gentlemen  will  see,  by  look- 
ing at  the  matter  in  that  light,  we  can- 
not say  that  the  Dominion  is  peculiarly 
extravagant  with  regard  to  the  Indians 
of  British  Columbia.  I  can  go  further 
than  this  :  I  am  able  to  shew  that  the 
Indians  of  my  Province,  instead  of  being 
an  expense  to  the  Dominion,  are  a  source 
of  revenue,  for  on  page  295  of  part  one 
ef  the  report  of  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  I  find  a  return  giving  agricul- 
tural and  industrial  statistics  connected 
with  the  Indians.  In  this  case  the  re- 
turns are  given  in  such  a  way  that  we 
<5an  compare  the  Indians  of  the  great 
Province  of  Ontario  with  the  Indians  of 
British  Columbia,  and,  on  moneying  out 
Buch  items  as  we  can  compare,  such  as 
horses,  cattle  and  other  stbck,  agiicultu- 
ral  produce,  and  the  value  of  furs,  fish, 
&c.,  I  find  that  the  sum  total  in  favor  of 
the  Indians  of  British  Columbia  amounts 
to  $401,233  as  the  result  of  their  indus- 
try, while  in  Ontario  we  find  that  the 
result  of  the  industry  of  the  Indians  of  j  anything, 
that  Province  amounts  only  to  $o95,000, !  my  judg 


giving  a  balance  in  favor  of  British 
Columbia  Indians  of  $5,366  on  the  year's 
earnings. 

..Hon,  Mt\  CornwdlL 


Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— They  have  no 
need  of  assistance. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL—They  do 
not  get  it.  I  find  that  the  product  of  the 
industry  of  tho  Indians  of  my  Province 
is  really  of  great  monetary  value  to  the 
Dominion.  For  instance,  the  value  of 
furs  caught  by  them  and  exported  last 
year  was  $244,744. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD— Not  all  by 
Indians  ) 

flon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— Yes;  all 
the  product  of  Indian  labor.  According 
to  the  return,  other  industries  are  put 
down  in  a  lump  sum  as  $108,000.  I 
supi)ose  it  means  wages  received  for 
labor  which  they  undertake.  These 
large  sums  of  money — $350,000,  in  round 
numbers — which  the  Indians  thus  obtain, 
is  almost  entirely  expended  for  goods 
which  have  passed  the  Cu£tom  House, 
and  they  thereby  contribute  their  share 
to  the  revenue  of  the  Dominion,  so  that, 
looking  at  it  in  that  light,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  they  are  a  charge  on  the  revenue 
of  the  country.  I'  have  not  made  any 
comparison  between  the  Indians  of  British 
Columbia  and  those  of  Manitoba  and  the 
North-West,  because  it  would  be  alto- 
gether out  of  place.  In  the  latter  coun- 
tries, owing  to  exceptional  circumstances, 
which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  put  an 
end  to  in  a  few  years,  the  expenses  are 
very  heavy.  We  find  that  the  Indians  of 
the  North-West  cost  us  $30  or  $40  per 
head  per  annum.  I  think,  however^  that 
an  investigation  of  these  returns  will 
shew  that  the  Indiana  of  British 
Columbia,  thou^^  in  a  compara- 
tively wild  state  as  yet — a  great 
number  of  them  being  totally  uncivil- 
ized— are  progressing  satisfactorily,  and 
the  result  of  their  year's  industry  goes 
far  to  shew  what  we  may  expect  from 
them  in  the  future^  when  their  latent 
energies  are  developed  by  training  and 
education. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— If  my  hon.  friend 
had  given  me  notice  of  what  he  was 
going  to  do,  I  would  have  been  very 
glad  to  discuss  this  question  with  him. 
Figdres  can  be  made  to  prove  almost 
and  bis  figures  prove  what,  in 
my  judgment,  is   open  to  debate.     He 


compares  the  case  of  the  Indians  in 
British  Columbia  with  that  of  the  In- 
dians in  other  portions  of  the  Dominion. 
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Speaking  of  Ontario,  the  Government  of 
Canada  acqiuretJ  very  valuable  property 
from  tho  Indutns — their  wliole  terri- 
tory— in  consideration  of  tlie  ])ayment  ol 
an  annuity,  and  a  considerable  reserve 
was  made  for  then>  in  addition.  Some 
of  those  reserves  were  subsequently  sold, 
and  the  proceeds  have  been  applied  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  Those  lands 
are  of  very  great  value  to-day.  When 
British  Columbia  came  into  the  Union, 
it  was  not  contemplated  in  the  smallest 
degree  that  the  Indians  of  that  Px*ovince 
would  be  the  slightest  charge  on  this 
coantry.  We  did  not  undertake,  in  the 
terms  of  Union,  to  pay  the  Indians  any- 
thing. The  Government  of  Canada  were 
to  be  trustees  for  the  lands  which  British 
Columbia  had  allotted  as  reserves  to 
those  Indians.  Those  lands  have  not, 
even  up  to  the  present  time, 
been  ceded  to  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  by  the  Local  Government, 
and  Canada  'has  had  to  pay 
a  considerable  mim  towards  the  Indians 
of  British  Columbia.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man puts  the  sum  at  $28,000.  I  think 
[  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  ou  a 
former  occasion  to  shew  that  the  amount 
paid  was  $48,000  for  the  Indians  of  that 
Province.  Of  that  amount,  the  Indians 
got  only  $12,000.  The  rest  went  to 
agents,  surveyors,  and  to  parties  who  ai*e 
laying  out  the  reserves.  Those  reserves 
were  assumed  to  have  been  laid  off  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and,  therefore, 
the  expenditure  of  that  $48,000  was 
wholly  unexpected.  It  was  never  con- 
templated to  be  a  charge  on  the  revenue 
of  this  country.  Fbr  the  first  few  years 
after  British  Columbia  came  into  the 
Union  we  had  no  charge  for  Indians  ;  it 
was  only  when  they  began  to  see  that 
British  Columbia  had  broken  faith  with 
them,  and  that  the  allotment  of  land 
which  they  had  assumed  for  each  Indian 
was  not  carried  out,  that  the  Indians 
became  dissatisfied.  It  is  within  the 
knowledge  of  this  House  that,  when  Lord 
Dufferin  went  out  to'  that  Province,  the 
Indians  waited  on  him,  as  he  wus  prac- 
tically the  trustee  for  the  Indians,  as  all 
Governors-General  are,  to  see  that  they 
are  treated  fairly  and  justly  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  country.  Lord  Bufferings 
views  were,  I  think,  put  in  the  form  of  a 
despatch.  I  had  occasion  to  ask  whether 
that  despatch  had  ever  seen  the  light.  I 
Hon,  Mr.  Scott. 


think  it  v^  very  important  that  it 
should,  as  it  would  throw  very  con- 
sidei-able  light  on  this  subject,  if  it  is  not 
of  a  confidential  character. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— I 
have  not  seen  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— There  was  a  des- 
patch from  Lord  Dufferin,  and  Earl 
Carnarvon's  reply,  which  would  satisfy 
the  people  of  British  Columbia  that  they 
had  not  pursued  that  just  and  honest 
policy  towards  •  the  Indians  that  they 
were  bound  to  do,  both  undbr  the  terms 
of  Union  and  under  the  agi^eements  that 
were  supposed  to  exist  between  British 
Columbia  and  the  Indians  themselves. 
The  subject  is  too  large  to  discuss  it  now, 
but  I  could  satisfy  my  hon.  friend  that 
this  charge  of  nearly  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  has  been  a  serious  expense  to 
this  country  the  last  two  years,  was 
never  contemplated,  and  I  am  informed 
from  other  sources  tljat  very  little  pro- 
gress has  been  made  by  this  Commission ; 
that  an  angry  controversy  still  exists, 
and  I  understand  that  Mr.  Sproat  was  so 
disgusted,  and  felt  that  so  little  progress 
was  made  that  he  threw  up  the  Commis- 
sion and  declined  to  go  on  any  longer 
with  it 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL~I  tried  to 
avoid  saying  anything  that  would  induce 
my  hon.  friend  from  getting  on  his  legs. 
It  was>  the  hon.  gentleman  from  De 
Lorimier  who  made  the  objection  as  to 
the  expense,  and  [  tried  to  shew  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  grant  was  expended 
•n  the  Indian  Reserve  Commission.  I 
will  only  detain  the  Hduse  for  a  mo- 
ment while  I  read  an  extract  from  a 
British  Columbia  paper  that  only 
arrived  to-day,  commenting  on  the  de- 
bate which  took  place  in  this  House 
lately  on  this  question  : — 

«  THX  INDIANS  OV   BBITIBH  COLUMBIA. 

*<  In  a  recent  debate  which  took  place  in  the 
Senate  at  Ottawa,  Hon.  Mr,  Scott  expressed 
himself  in  strong  and,  we  are  inclined  to 
think,  unnecessary  language,  respecting  the 
treatment  of  the  Indians  in  this  Province.  He 
demurred  at  the  heavy  expenditure  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  the  department  in  British 
Colnmbia,  and  attributed  the  heavy  outlay  to 
the  dishonest  policy  pursued  in  respect  of  the 
Indians  by  the  Colonial  (Government,  previ- 
ous to  Confederation .  Nay,  he  boldly  stated 
that  the  Indians  had  been  » robbed,'  and  he 
declared  himself  ready  to  prove  it.  We  need 
hardly  say  that  Mr.  Scott  is  laboring  under  a 
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wrong  impression ;  that,  so  far  from  the  Indians 
having  be**n  robbed)  they  were  treated  with  the 
greatest  kindness  and  consideration  bj  the 
Colonial  Government,  and  the  best  evidence 
of  this  is  to  be  founds  in  their  perfect  content- 
ment during  that  period,  their  perfect  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  and  the  readiness  with  which 
they  adapted  themselves  to  the  habits  and 
pursuits  of  the  whites.  We  ean  wdl  remem- 
ber, during  our  wanderings  in  the  interior,  kt 
the  early  days  of  the  Colonial'  Government, 
that,  so  fax  from  there  being  any  evidences  of 
dissatisfaction  amongst  them,  or  any  tendency 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  constantly  recur- 
ring opportunities  which  would  have  tempted 
any  other  people,  they  actually  made  the  very 
best  police  we  had  in  the  interior,  and  could 
be  'entirely  depended  upon.  Ifany  a  poor 
white  man,  returning  *  strapped'  from  the 
mines,  has  beea  the  tliankful  recipient  of 
their  hospitalities,  as  they  were  always  glad 
to  give  him  a  meal  of  salmon  and  potatoes, 
and,  amongst  the  more  industrious  of  them, 
.much  superior  entertainment.  It  was  not 
until  after  Confederation  that  anything  in  the 
Hhape  of  dissatisfaction  appeared  amongst 
:them.  We  are  not  prepared  to  aay  by  whom 
that  dissatisfaction  was  engendered ;  it  may 
very  possibly  have  originated  from  injudicious 
remarks  of  persons  who  led  them  to  under- 
Ktand  that  the  treatment  of  the  Indians  in  the 
.Eastern  Provinces  was  in  some  way  different 
from  that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
from  the  Government  of  this  Province,  but 
without  conveying  the  matter  in  a  clearly  in- 
telligible manner  to  them.  But,  even  with 
all  the  incitements  to  discontent  created  in 
this  way,  it  required  considerable  industry  on 
the  part  of  writers  to  shew  that  anything  like 
discontent  prevailed.  There  were  some  few 
.  instances  in  which  the  whites,  by  persevering 
industry,  turned  portions  of  the  country  to 
account,  hitherto  entirely  neglected  by  the 
Indians,  where  these  latter  endeavored  to  es- 
tablibh  claims  in  order  to  profit  by  the  labor 
of  their  white  neighbors.  In  some  cases, 
lands  have  been  taken  from  the  white  men, 
after  money  and  labor  had  be^n  expended 
upon  them,  and  given  to  the  Indians ;  these 
latter,  under  the  old  rSgime^  would  never  have 
deemed  they  had  any  right  to  make  a  claim . 
Sach  proceedings  are  highly  injudicious,  be- 
cause the  Indians,  being  uneducated,  never 
trouble  themselves  with  the  right  or  wrong  of 
such  expropriations  *,  they  can  only  under- 
stand that,  by  creating  a  claim,  they  can  very 
often  secure  progerty  that  in  no  way  belongs 
to  them,  and,  when  they  are  unsuccessful  in 
this  way,  they  feel  aggrieved,  but  are  unable 
to  say  in  what  way.  Mr.  Scott's  idea  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  claims 
by  purchase,  was  very  properly  characterised 
1^  Senator  Cornwall  as  mean,  inasmuch  as 
the  paltry  sums  given  by  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment for  the  magnificent  territory  they 
have  acquired  in  this  way  from  the  Indians 
are  not  instances  of  their  generosity  to  boast 
of,  or  Huch  as  to  hold  up  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  as  worthy  of  imitation.  Their  success 
in  this  way  has,  no  doubt,  been  remarkable, 

Hon,  Mr.  Cornwall, 


but  we  think  ours  will  bear  &vorable  com- 
parison. We  have  not  endeavored  to  act,  as 
it  is  said  some  of  the  first  adventurers  on  this 
coast  did  in  what  is  now  the  neighboring  re- 
public, inducing  the  Ipdiana  to  barter  their 
gold  for  worthless  trinkets  or  draughts  of  *  fire 
water.'  We  made  bargains  for  their  land 
imtil  it  became  evident  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  sell  it  all,  in  order  to  have  the  white 
men  to  live  amongst  them,  and  the  Govern- 
ment wisely  stepped  in  to  prevent  such 
wholesale  alienation.  The  choicest  portions 
of  the  country  were  set  apart  for  them,  and 
which  they  were  not  allowed  to  sell.  Ifany 
of  these  reservations  have  never  since  been 
occupied,  because  the  Indians  preferred  being 
employed  by  th«  white  men  for  wages.  They 
caught  salmon  during  the  fishing  season, 
which  they  stored  in  trees  (these  stores  always 
respected  by  white  men)  ;  thus,  with  the  pro- 
duct of  their  potatoes,  they  were  always  sure 
of  food  for  the  winter.  During  the  summer 
they  acted  as  fium  hands,  firemen  on  steam- 
ers, packers,  herders,  Ac.  All  was  peace  and 
good  will.  Now  they  have,  or  are  said  to 
have,  unlimited  ideasof  what  they  are  entitled 
to  from  somebody,  not  always  well  defined, 
and  are  always  ready  to  meet  a  commissioner 
or  superintendent  with  a  long  catalogue  of 
grievances.  That  they  had  grievances,  and 
that  it  was  necessary  to  adjust  and  define  the 
boundaries  of  their  reserves,  no  one  will  deny, 
and  that  the  recent  work  of  the  commission- 
ers has,  under  the  circumstances,  done  much 
good,  and  prevented  serious  disputes,  there 
can  be  no  d«ubt.  But  we  insist  that  the 
Federal  servants  have  done  much  to  lead  the 
Indians  to  think  they  had  been  unjustly 
treated,  and  that  the  Indians  are  at  this  mo- 
ment in  blissftil  ignorance  of  how  the  injus- 
tice arose,  we  think,  must  be  ooaoeded.  If 
the  expenditure  has  been  heavy  (which  we 
deny,  having  in  this  Province  about  as  many 
Indians  as  there  are  in  all  the  rest  of  the  Do- 
minion), it  is  entirely  owing  to  the  way  in 
which  the  Federal  Government  insist  upon 
treating  them.  Like  everything  else  con- 
nested  with  this  Province,  they  persist  in  ap- 
plying treatment  only  suited  to  the  Eastern 
Provinces.'' 

The  amendments  wei-e  concurred  in. 


MORTGAGES  OF  REAL  ESTATE  BILL. 
COMMONS   AMENDMENTS. 

A  message  was  receive<l  from  the 
Cornraoiis,  returning  Bill  (11)  "  An  Act 
relating  to  interest  on  moneys  secured 
by  mortgage  of  real  estate,"  and  stating 
that  they  had  disagreed  ^o  two  amend- 
ments ;  the  first  to  clause  5,  and  the 
second  to  clause  A. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— 
We  need  say  very  little  more  about  the 
amendments  to  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons have  agi*eed»  but,  with  reference  to 
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the  two  to  which  they  have  diBHented, 
it  rests  with  this  Chambe  to  saj  what 
coui-se  shall  be  adopted.  The  amend- 
ments to  which  they  have  dissented  are 
the  one  proposed  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
from  Richmond,  the  proviso  to  clause 
5,  and  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man from  Prescott,  clause  A. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  there  were 
four  amendments,  to  two  of  which  the 
Oommona  had  disagreed.  They  had 
stnicK  out  the  proviso  in  the  5th  clause, 
and  they  had  assented  to  the  amend- 
ment which  was  based  on  that  proviso. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  said  he  had  ob- 
jected strongly  to  clause  "  A,"  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  unconstitutional,  and 
the  Commons  had  also  entertained  that 
view  of  the  case.  If  the  other  Chamber  had 
been  logically  consistent,  they  ought  to 
have  ac5»pted  the  amendment  of  his  hon. 
friend  from  Richmond  to  the  5th  clause. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  dyd  not  think 
there  was  any  inconsistency  in  the  po- 
sition taken  by  the  other  llouie  in 
reference  to  these  two  amendments. 
They  had  rejected  the  first  amendment — 
that  was  the  one  he  had  proposed  to  the 
5th  clause — not  on  the  ground  of  its  un- 
constitutionality, but  on  the  ground  of 
its  inexpediency.  It  was  clear  that  that 
was  the  only  oourne  they  could  have 
adopted,  because  the  effect  of  this  proviso 
would  be  to  limit  the  application  of  the 
5th  clause,  and  if  it  were  constitutional 
to  give  the  larger  power  in  that  dauae, 
as  it  came  before  the  House,  certainly 
there  could  be  nothing  unconstitutional 
in  limiting  that  power  in  the  proviso. 
With  regard  to  the  amendment  of  his 
hon.  friend  from  Prescott  (Dr.  Brouse), 
the  House  would  recollect  how  it  was 
moved.  His  hon.  friend  had  not  had 
time  to  frame  the  amendment  properly, 
though,  if  the  suggestion  which  was 
thrown  out  at  the  time  had  been  adopted, 
it  would  .  have  made  the  amendment  per- 
fectly constitutional.  The  difficulty  was 
that  the  word  "  principal "  had  been 
introduced  where  the  word  "interest" 
only  should  have  appeared.  He  (Mr. 
Miller)  had  had  the  authority  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice  on  the  point  that,  if 
it  had  been  made  conditional  that  no 
interest  could  be  recoverable  under  a 
mortgage  where  the  \yower  of  sale  was 
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reserved  unless  notice  of  sale  were  given 
for  two  months,  it  would  have  been  per- 
fectly constitutionaL  He  had  had  a  con- 
versation yesterday  with  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice^  who  had  taken  ob- 
jection to  the  word  "principal"  being 
introduced.  He  (Mr.  Miller)  had  not 
changed  his  mind  in  the  slightest  degree 
as  to  the  power  of  the  House  to  mtike 
the  amendment  in  the  form  that  he  liad 
suggested  ;  and  the  only  regret  that  he 
had  was  that,  in  the  hurried  framing  of 
the  amendment,  there  had  not  been  time 
to  word  it  properly. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY  thought  his 
hon.  friend  was  mistaken.  Clnnse 
"  A "  had  been  rejected  on  the 
ground  that  it  professed  to  deal  with  the 
principal,  and  that  was  an  objection 
which  he  (Mr.  Dickey)  considered  valid. 
The  House  of  Commons  had  placed  ihe.-u- 
selves  in  this  position  :  they  had  objects! 
to  the  amendment  to  the  5th  clause,  Miid» 
havinis  rejected  that  proviw,  w»  ich 
would  have  confined  its  operation  to 
cases  in  the  1st  section — that  whk  to 
say,  to  cases  of  interest  on  sinking  fund 
— they  allowed  the  last  ameudmeut^ 
based  upon  that  proviso,  to  reniMin. 
Therefore,  with  all  submission  to  liia 
hon.  friend,  he  contended  thai  the  incon- 
sistency still  remained. 

Hon.  Mr.  BOTSFORD— I  move  that 
the  Senate  insist  upon  the  amendment  to 
the  5  th  clause. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELI^I 
doubt  whether  that  is  desirable,  unless 
we  wish  to  thrown  out  the  Bill  h1  to- 
gether; Is  it  not  better  to  have  the  Bill 
as  it  stands,  with  these  two  amenduiHuU^ 
than  to  drop  it  ?  The  amendment  of  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Richmond  u  f>iie 
which  would  probably  be  introduce* I  in 
another  session,  and  the  other  might  aUo 
be  framed  in  such  language — ^1  do  not  sav 
that  I  am  of  that  opinion — as  would 
render  it  constitutional  and  unobjr'c(i<  •li- 
able. Then  there  would  follow  the 
curious  anomaly,  which  is  that,  the  last 
amendment  referring  to  the  proviso, 
struck  out  of  the  5^  clause,  wouKI  rt^ 
main.  Still  it  would  do  no  harm.  It 
would  be  odd  and  absurd,  it  is  time,  I  ait 
it  would  not  interfere  with  the  B*ll. 
Whether  that  would  not  be  better  than 
rejecting  the  Bill  altogether  is  for  the 
House  to  say* 
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Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE— The  whole  his 
tory  of  the  Bill  has  been  an  anomaly.  In 
the  first  place,  there  were  certain  abuses 
to  be  corrected.  Amendments  were  in- 
troduced in  the  Bill  in  this  House,  and 
the  measure  was  then  sent  down  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  where  it  was  rejected ; 
and  a  Bill  has  been  sent  up  to  us,  the 
object  of  which,  originally,  was  to  limit 
the  rate  of  interest  to  seven  per  cent., 
but,  into  this  Bill,  have  been  introduced 
all  the  elauses  of  our  Bill,  which  they 
threw  out.  This  measure  which  is  now 
before  us,  however,  corrects  certain  abuses, 
and  it  strikes  me  that,  if  we  cannot  get 
all  that  we  want,  we  should  take  what 
we  can  get — half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no 
bread  ;  and,  therefore,  J  am  willing  to 
accept  what  the  House  of  Oommous  has 
given  us. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS-»In  order  that 
the  Senate  may  not  be  misled,  I  may  state 
that  this  is  not  the  legislation  which  was 
introduced  in  this  House.  This  Bill  had  its 
second  reading  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
month  of  February,  and  it  went  to  com- 
mittee and  was  leported  with  those 
clauses,  to  which  my  hon.  friend  refers, 
before  he  gave  notice  of  his  in  this 
House. 

Hon.  Mr.  i&IBBS— 1  think,  in  the 
interest  of  the  banks,  and  more  particular- 
ly of  those  on  whose  behalf  this  legisla- 
tion is  sought,  it  would  be  far  better  that 
this  Bill  should  drop.  The  Grovernment 
uould,  during  recess,  prepare  a  message, 
which  they  might  introduce  m  the  early 
part  of  next  session,  and  then  we  can 
legislate  in  the  right  direction.  \  for 
one,  shall  offer  no  opposition  to  such  a 
meafiure  if  it  should  be  introduced  next 
year.  I  think  the  House  should  not 
place  a  law  upon  the  Statute  book  which 
is  not  well  digested.  This  measure  is 
crude  and  incoherent.  Some  of  the  best 
legal  minds  in  this  House  disagree  as  to 
its  effect.  One  hon.  gentleman  says  that 
it  is  innocuous ;  another  takes  the  opposite 
view,  and  I  think^  therefore,  it  is  better 
to  let  it  drop. 

Hon.  Mr.  DICKEY—I  do  not  see 
how  the  House,  with  any  regard  for 
itself  or  with  any  consistency,  can  submit 
to  the  rejection  of  those  amendments,  or, 
at  the  same  time,  liocept  the  Bill  as  it 
stands,  beoause,  as  the  hon.  Minister  of 
Militia  has  explained,  the  amendment  to 
Hon.  Sir  Alex,  Campbell. 


the  last  c!ause  is  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  rejection  of  the  amendment  in  the 
5th  clause.  If  we  could  amend  the  Bill, 
that  difficulty  might  be  removed,  but  it 
is  too  late  in  the  session  to  dc^  that,  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  I*  cannot  see 
any  alternative  but  t5  throw  out  the 
Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  CORNWALL— It  would 
be  much  better  to  let  the  Bill  drop.  It 
is  so  peculiar  in  its  phraseology  that  it 
would  only  lead  to  difficulty.  I  confess 
I  cannot  make  it  out,  and  I  am  sure  that 
ordinary  .readers  will  never  be  able  to 
understand  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— I  wish  to  know, 
from  the  leader  of  the  Government,  if  he 
considers  the  clauses  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  will 
be  inoperative  in  consequence  of  the 
amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  clause  6. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— No. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— If  so,  that  is  all 
we  want,  and  I  press  concurrence  in  the 
amendments. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— We  have  net 
got  all  we  want. 

Hon.  Mr.  HOPE— The  first  four 
clauses  are  precisely  the  same  as  those 
which  this  House  unanimously  agreed  to 
introduce  in  the  Bill  which  we  sent 
do^n  to  the  House  of  Commons,  We 
are  getting  this  legislation  and  clause  5, 
which  the  hon.  Senator  from  Prescott 
originally  proposed  to  insert  in  our  Bill, 
but  which  he  afterwards  withdrew.  So 
that,  really,  we  are  getting  what  we  want. 

Hon.  Mr.  READ— A  good  deal  has 
been  said  about  the  crude  character  of 
this  Bill.  If  we  are  correctly  informed, 
it  was  framed  by  two  of  the  best  lawyers 
in  the  country,  and  the  result  of  their 
labors  is  the  production  of  something  no- 
body can  understand. 

The  Senate  divided  on  the  motion, 
which  was  rejected  by  the  following 
vote : — 

Contents  ; 

Hon.    Messrs. 


Botsford 

Cornwally 

Dever, 

Dickey, 

Gibbs, 


Macdonald, 

Macpheraon  {Speaker), 

MUler, 

Penny, 
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HoiL  Messrs. 

.  Aikins,  Flint, 

Ailan^  Girord, 

Archibald|  Glacier, 

Armandy  Hope, 

Jioucherville,  De  ^  Mc  Master, 

Bronse,  *  Read, 

Campbell,  Sir  Alex.  Scott— 1 5. 
Dumouchel, 

A  message  was  sent  to  the*  House  of 
Commons   to  acquaint  that  House  that 
the   Senate    did    not    insist    upon    the 
.  amendments  rejected  by  that  Chamber. 


THE  SUPPLY  BILL. 

Bill  (126)  "  For  granting  to  Her 
Majesty  certain  sums  of  money  to  defray 
certain  expenses  for  the  financial  years 
ending  30th  June»  1880,  and  the  30th 
June,  1881,  and  for  other  purposes  re- 
lating to  the  public  service,"  was  intro- 
duced and  read  the  first  time. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL-T 
move  that  the  Bill  be  read  the  second 
time.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  a  dis- 
sion  on  the  tariflf,  or  the  general  ques- 
tions which  so  often  come  up  on  this 
Bill.  I  congratulate  myself — if  my  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Macpherson)  will  allow  me 
to  say  so-— that  he  is  in  the  chair,  and 
that  his  colleagues  on  this  side  of  the 
House  may  be  spared  the  discussion 
which  he  is  in  the  habit  of  originating 
on  this  question.  I  do  not  know  that 
we  can  make  anything  by  discussing 
this  measure.  I  only  wish  that  the 
supplies  required  for  Her  Majesty  were 
not  so  large  as  the  Bill  indicates  they 
are.  The  Government  proposes  to  do  its 
best  to  exercise  such  economy  as  is  com- 
patible with  the  efficiency  of  the  public 
service. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— There  are  some 
observations  which  I  should  make  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Supply  Bill,  but, 
considering  the  position  we  are  now  in,  1 
think  I  had  better  defer,  to  a  future 
occasion,  some  remarks  that  I  should  like 
to  have  made  in  reference  to  this  subject. 
I  shall  only  say  that  the  sum  appro- 
priated on  the  present  occasion  is  very 
much  in  excess  of  any  amount  that  was 
ever  asked  for  before  for  canying  on  the 
government  of  this  country. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— I  think  the  Gov- 
ernment are  to  be  congratulated  that  the 
Horu  Mr*  Read, 


hon.  gentleman  who  so  earnestly  advo- 
cated economy  on  former  occasions  is  now 
in  the  chair.  I  am  sure  that,  if  he  were 
not,  we  should  have  heard  from  him  on 
this  occasion.  I  expected  that,  when  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  putting  in  his 
pruning  knife,  he  would  have  reduced  the 
public  ^  expenditure  very  largely,  and  I 
feel  certain  that,  next  year,  we  shall  have 
a  very  much  smaller'amount  appropriated. 
If  we  have  not,  I  shall  endeavor  to  shew 
how  much  multiplicity  of  evil  counsellors 
is  capable  of  overslaughing  the  best  in- 
tentions. ^ 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN^A  good  deal  has 
been  said  to-day  upon  the  subject  of  har- 
ried legislation,  in  which  I  entirely  con- 
cur, and  I  also  agree  with  those  who 
urge  the  necessity  of  applying  a  remedy 
to  it.  I  venture  to  give  the  House  an 
illustration  of  the  effects  of  hurried 
legislation,  whicfc  comes  to  our  doors  to- 
day. I  have  just  received  a  telegram 
with  respect  to  the  Harbor  Commission- 
ers* Bill,  which,  it  appears,  was  intro- 
duced in  the  other  House  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, with  a  very  important  clause, 
empowering  the  Commissioners  to  reduce 
the  rates  of  towage  on  our  great  water 
highway,  the  Eiver  St.  Lawrence.  That 
clause,  which  was  the  most  important 
one  in  the  Bill,  and  which  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  were  very  anxious  to 
have  passed,  is  left  out  altogether. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— By 

accident  or  by  design  % 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN— By  intention,  I 
suppose.  It  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  in  the  other  House,  and,  I 
believ%,  in  the  hands  of  the  Government 
here.  A  similar  Bill  was  introduced  in 
the  other  House  last  year  and  delayed 
until  near  the  close  of  the  session,  when 
it  came  up,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  Harbor  Commissioners,  mudlatod 
and  deprived  of  a  clause  similar  to  the 
one  to  which  I  have  referred  ;  and  this 
year,  again,  a  similar  omission  occurs. 
The  following  is  the  telegram  from  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  : — 

« See  that  the  Harbor  BiU,  No.  124,  as 
originally  introduced  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, is  the  one  introduced  in  the  Senate. 
The  Bill  now  sent  to  the  Senate  is  of  no  use, 
as  the  most  important  clause  is  left  out." 

The  Harbor  Commissioners  had  no  noti- , 
fication  that  that  clause  was  to   be  left 
out.     Thci«  seems  to  be  some  power  be- 
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hind  the  throne  which  can  influence 
these  things.  What  that  power  is  I  do 
not  know;  but,  if  our  legislation  had 
moved  a  little  more  slowly,  I  might  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  pressing  the  re- 
introduction  of  that  clause. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL— If 
the  clause  was  in  the  Bill  originally,  the 
House  of  Commons  probably  discussed  it 
and  struck  it  out.  It  does  not  follow, 
because  the  Harbor  Commissioners  desire 
it,  that  the  House  would  pass  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  KYAN— T  am  afraid  that 
the  other  House  had  it  under  considera- 
tion in  the  huriied  way  that  we  had  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER— The  clause  was 
one  regulating  towage;  could  we  have 
introduced  such  a  clause  here  1 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN — It  was  not  in- 
creasing taxation,  it  was  giving  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  power  to  take 
steps  to  reduce  the  rates,  and  to  enable 
them  to  make  private  contracts  |with  in- 
dividual towers. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE— This  towage  is 
done  by  a  private  company  at  Kings- 
ton. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN— This  is  for  another 
service  altogether ;  it  is  for  the  lower  St. 
Lawrence. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— Last  year,  a  Bill 
was  introduced  by  the  Government  with 
this  towage  clause  in  it,  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  measure  came  to  this 
House  exactly  as  it  was  passed  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  was  changed 
here. 

Hon.  Mr.  RYAN— That  shews 
plainly  that  this  House  has  the  right  to 
deal  with  the  question. 

Hon.  Mr.  PENNY— There  is  no 
doubt  about  that  at  all.  My 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Ryan)  and  my- 
self, who  were  very  anxious  about 
this  matter,  were  exceedingly  sur- 
prised to  find,  at  the  close  of  last  ses- 
sion, that  one  of  the  most  important 
clauses  in  the  Bill  had  been  eliminated, 
and  this  session  it  has  disappeared  in  a 
most  mysterious  manner  again. 

Hon.    Mr.    BELLEROSE— T  cannot 
•  let   this    Supply  Bill  ]>ass  without  con- 
gratulating the  present  Government  on 
having  begun  to  do  justice  to  the  Pro- 
Hon.  Mr.  Ryan. 


vince  of  Quebec.  Looking  over  the 
Estimates  and  the  Public  Accounts  for 
four  or  five  years  past,  I  find  that  the 
public  money  has  been  given  away  to 
other  Provinces ;  that,  while  Quebec  has 
been  receiving  shillings,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  have  been  expended 
on  public  works  in  other  provinces  of 
the  Dominion.  As  a  representative 
from  the  Province  of  Quebec,  I  cannot 
help,  under  the  circumstances,  congratu- 
lating the  Government  on  having 
thought  fit  to  give  to  our  Province  a 
comparatively  fair  share  of  the  public 
money.'  I  congratulate,  especially,  the 
Minister  of  Public  Works  on  this  change. 
It  shews  the  advantage  there  is  of  hav- 
ing in  the  Government  members  repre- 
senting the  several  provinces  of  the 
Dominion.  Since  the  Dej^artment  of 
Public  Works  has  been  presided  over  by 
a  representative  from  Quebec,  our  Pro- 
vince has  been  treated  betttir,  and  re- 
ceived from  the  present  Government  a 
fair  share  of  the  public  money  for  expen- 
diture on  public  works. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  read  the  second  and  thiid  time&i 
and  passed. 


THE  PRINTING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

Hon.  Dr.  BROUSE,  in  the  absence  of 
Hon.  Mr.  Simpson,  presented  the  six- 
teenth report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
both  Houses  on  the  Printing  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  moved  that  it  be  adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  objected  to  the 
reception  of  the  report.  He  said  that 
the  House  was  likely  to  get  into  great 
confusion  by  adopting  it  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. It  was  quite  impossible  for 
him  (Mr.  Scott)  to  comprehend  it  with- 
out having  time  to  read  it,  and  he 
objected  to  its  reception  without  due 
notice. 

Hon.  Mr.  ATKINS  rose  to  explain 
the  nature  of  the  report. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT  said  he  did  not  care 
what  the  circumstances  were.  He  had 
submitted  to  enough.  He  had  taken  no 
exception  to  the  legislation  of  this  House  ; 
but  he  did  not  think  that  the  Senate 
should  swallow  everything.  He  was 
not  prepared  either  to  look  into  the  sul>* 
ject  or  to  discuss  iu 
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Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  said  that  he 
merely  wished  to  explain  to  the  House 
the  position  in  which  Parliament  would 
be  placed  unless  this  report  were 
adopted. 

Hon.  Mr.  SCOTT— It  involves  a  de- 
bate of  the  whole  question,  and  I  object 
to  any  discussion  upon  it. 

Hon.  Mr.  AIKINS  explained  that  the 
14th  report  of  the  Printing  Committee 
having  been  adopted,  the  contract  for  the 
])ublic  printing  wa6  cancelled,  and  no 
provision  whatever  was  made  for  making 
a  new  one.  This  sixteenth  repoyt  was  to 
provide  for  a  new  contract. 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  the 
Grovemment  would  have  to  get  the  work 
done,  and  ask  Parliament  to  sanction 
their  action. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  said 
the  hon.  Senator  front  Ottawa  (Mr. 
Scott)  must  take  the  responsibility  of  his 
action. 

The  matter  then  dropped. 

Hon.  Sir  ALEX.  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  fifteenth  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  1.30  p.m. 


THE  PROROGATION. 

This  day,  at  four  o'clock  p.m.,  His 
^Excellency  the  Governor-General  pro- 
ceeded in  state  to  the  Senate  Chamber, 
and  took  his  seat  upon  the  Throne. 
The  members  of  the  Senate  being  as- 
sembled, His  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
command  the  attendance  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  House  being  present, 
the  following  Bills  were  assented  to  in 
Her  Majesty's  name  by  His  Excellency, 
viz : — 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  intituled 
*'  An  Act  respecting  offences  against  the 
person,"  and  to  repeal  the  Act  intituled 
*'  An  Act  to  provide  that  persons  charged 
with  common  assault  shall  be  competent 
as  witnesses."  , 

An  Act  respecting  the  Credit  Valley 
Ejdlway  Company. 
Hon,  Mr,  Scott. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the 
Manitoba  South- Western  Colonization 
Railway  Cdmpany,  and  to  further  amend 
the  Act  incorporating  the  said  Company. 

An  Act  respecting  the  Ontario  Re- 
formatory for  Boys. 

An  Act  to  repeal  the  Act  extending 
"  The  Dominion  Lands  Acts"  to  British 
Columbia,  and  to  make  other  provision 
with  respect  to  certain  Public  Lands  in 
that  Provinca 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Permanent 
Building  Societies  and  Loan  Companies. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  winding  up 
of  "  La  Banque  Ville-Marie." 

An  Act  to  incorporate  "The  Great 
North -Western  Telegraph  Company  of 
Canada." 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Corporation 
of  the  Town  of  Emerson  to  construct  a 
Free  Passenger  and  Traffic  Bridge  over 
the  Red  River  in  the  Province  of  Mani- 
toba. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts  respecting 
the  Montreal  Telegraph  Company. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  "  Pontiac 
Pacific  Junction  Railway  Company." 

An  Act  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Resident  Representative  Agent  for 
Canada  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  forty-second 
Victoria,  chapter  fifteen,  intituled  "  An 
Act  to  alter  the  Duties  of  Customs  and 
Excise." 

An  Act  for  extending  the  Consolidated 
Act  of  1879,  respecting  duties  imposed 
on  promissory  notes  and  bills  of  exchange, 
to  the  whole  Dominion. 

An  Act  to  enable  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners of  Montreal  to  pay  a  life  annuity 
to  the  Widow  of  the  late  Honorable 
John  Young. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  raising  of  a 
further  sum  to  enable  the  Quebec  Har- 
bor Commissioners  to  complete  tkeir 
Tidal  Dock. 

An  Act  to  repeal  the  Act  forty-second 
Victoria,  chapter  &ve,  for  granting  an 
annual  subsidy  towards  certain  tele- 
graphic communication. 

An  Act  farther  to  amend  "An  Act 
respecting    the    Harbor  <rf    Pictou,    in' 
Nova  Scotia." 
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An  Act  respecting  the  Reformatorv  for 
Juvenile  Offenders  in  Prince  Edward 
Island. 

An  Act  respecting  "The  Industiial 
Refuge  for  Girls  "  of  Ontario. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts  respecting 
the  Canada  Central  Railway  Com7>any. 

An  Act  to  authorize  and  provide  for 
the  winding  up  of  the  Consolidated  Bank 
of  Canada. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Assiniboine 
Bridge  Company. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  South  Sas- 
katchewan Valley  RaUway  Company. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Souris  and 
Rocky  Mountain  Railway  Company, 

An  Act  to  amend  and  consolidate  the 
several  Acts  i-elating  to  the  North- West 
Territories. 

An  Act  respecting  the  administration 
of  criminal  justice  in  the  territory  in 
dispute  between  the  Governments  of  the 
Province  of  Ontario  and  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada. 

An  Act  further  to  amend  the  Acts 
respecting  Dominion  Notes. 

An  Act  to  authorize  making  certain 
investigations  under  oath. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  law  of  Evidence 
m  Criminal  Cases,  as  respects  the  taking 
and  use  of  depositions  of  persons  who 
may  be  unable  to  attend  at  the  trial. 

An  Act  further  to  amend  the  Act  res- 
pecting Cruelty  to  Animals. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Nelson 
Valley  Railway  and  Transportation  Com- 
pany. 

An  Act  to  amend  "  The  General  In- 
spection  Act,  1874,"  and  the  Act  amend- 
ing it. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  law  respoctinjr 
the  removal  of  obstructions  in  navigable 
waters  by  wrecks. 

An  Act  respecting  the  Montreal  As- 
surance Company. 

An  Act  further  to  amend  "The 
bupreme  and  Exchequer  Court  Act." 

An  Act  to  incorporate  "The  Winni- 
peg and  Hudson  Bay  Railway  and 
Steamship  Company." 

Act^iwl  *""  ^^""^  *^®  I>ominion  Lands 

•  An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the 
Acts  respecting  the  Inland  Revenue. 
JiiUB  Agsented  to. 
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An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  respectini? 
the  Inspection  of  Petroleum. 

.,_  "^J?  .^9^  ^  *°^®^^  ^^®  Acts  respecting 
the  Trinity  House  and  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners of  Montreal. 

An  Act  to  make  better  provision 
respecting  the  navigation  of  Canadian 
waters. 

An  Act  to  confirm  a  certain  Order  ot 
the  f^vemor  in  CouncU,  respecting  the 
Graving  Dock  at  Esquimalt. 

An  Act  to  ratify  and  confirm  a  certain 
agreement  therein  mentioned,,  between 
the  Government  of  Canada  and  the 
Canada  Central  RaUway  Company. 

to  Banks  and  Banking,"  and  to  continue 
for  a  limited  time  the  charters  of  certain 
Banks  to  which  the  said  Act  applies. 

An  Act  relating  to  Interest  on  moneys 
secured  by  Mortgage  of  Real  Estate. 

An  Act  r^pecting  certain  Saviniw 
Banks  m  the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and- 
Quebec. 

An  Act  to  amend  and  consolidate  the 
Jaws  lespecting  Indians. 


Then  the  Si)eaker  of  the  House  cf 
Commons  addressed  His  Excellency  the 
Governor-General  as  follows  :— 

«  Mat  it  please  Youb  Excbllbhcy, 

"  I'^the  ;;ame  of  the  Commons,  I  pitjsent  to 
Your  Excellency  a  Bill  intituled  'An  Act  for 
granting  to  Her  Majesty  certain  smng  of  money 
required  for  defraying  certain  expenses  of  the 
Pubhc  Wervice,  for  the  financial  years  ending 
respectively  the  30th  June,  1880,  and  the  30th 
June,  1881,  and  for  other  purposes  reUting  to 
the  Public  Service,'  to  which  I  hnmbly  request 
Your  Excellency's  assent" 

To  this  BiU  the  Koyal  a«ent  was  sig. 
nibed  in  the  following  words  ; 

"In  Her  Majesty's  name,  His  Excellency 
the  aoTemor-Geneml  thanks  Her  loyal  «ub- 


After  which,  His  Excellency  the  Gor- 
emor-Oeneral  was  pleased  to  cIom>  the 
Stcond  Session  of  the  Vovxm   Pak 
UAMBNT  Of  the  DoMiKioir  with  the  foil 
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[SENATE.] 


ProrogcUion. 


&P  E  K  C  H. 
<'  BoriTahU  Gentlemen  oj  the  Senate ; 

<<  Gentlemen  of  the  Houu  qf  Commons : 

<*  In  reliering  you  from  your  attendance  in 
Parliament,  I  desire  to  offer  my  thanks  for  the 
care  and  assiduity  with  which  you  hare  applied 
yourselves  to  the  performance  of  your  important 
duties. 

"  The  eridences  of  a  recovery  jQrom  the  long- 
continued  state  of  depression  to  which  I 
alluded  at  the  opening  of  the  Bession*are,  I  am 
glad  to  believe,  steadily  accumulating,  and  we 
may,  I  trust,  look  forward  with  some  confi- 
dence to  a  prosperous  year. 

^  The  measures  relating  to  Banking  and  the 
Currency,  and  to  the  amendment  of  the  Tariff, 
with  the  other  laws  passed  this  session  will,  I 
hope,  aid  in  the  promotion  of  thd  anticipated 
pjQOsperity. 

«  The  expectations  of  a  large  immigration  of 
valuable  settlers  into  th«  North- West,  in  which 
I;  then  ventured  to  indulge,  appear,  from  the 
latest  infonaaiion,  to  be  fully  roaliaed. 

(tThe  laws  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
North-West  ferritories,  for  the  amendment  of 
the  Dominion  Lands  Act,  and  for  the  more 


efficient  management  of  Indian  affiairs,  must 
tend  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  that  vast  and 
interesting  region. 

<<  The  measure  for  the  consolidation  of  the 
laws  concerning  the  Inland  Bevenue  and  the 
other  important  Acts  relating  to  the  public 
interests  seem  well  adapted  to  promote  thoM 
interests. 

^  Gentlemen  <f  the  Jlowe  of  Comment  : 

''I  thank  you,  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  for  tha 
supplies  you  have  so  liberally  voted. 

« I  trust  that  the  vigorous  efforts  made  to 
settle  the  Indian  bands  of  the  North- West  on 
Hieir  Beservea  will  diminish,  in  the  futtife,  the 
calls  made  on  the  public  Treasury  for  aid  to 
save  them  from  starvation. 

"BonorabU  GentUmtn  qfthe  Senate; 
'<  OenUemen  qfthe  House  qf  Commune : 
"  The  appropriations  made  will  enable  my 
Government  steadily  to  prosecute  the  oon- 
struction  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and 
to  hasten  the  completion  of  our  Canal  system, 
"  In  bidding  you  fiffewell,  I  desire  to  express 
my  earnest  desire    for  your   happiness  and 
prosperity  in  your  several  homes.'* 
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